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PREFACE.

GONTEMPORARY records may' be said to be a debt due from every generation to the
future. So much has the writing of annals and placing them in a permanent form
been neglected hitherto that an additional burden has fallen on the present, which, besides
doing its own work, must needs bravely endeavor to make up for things left undone of old.
Hence this Biographical Review of Livingston and Wyoming Counties, which, thanks to the
generous co-operation of an appreciative public, we are enabled to place before our readers,
while finding its subjects mostly among the living, men and women faithfully intent on
the business of to-day, mentions not a few of their ancestors, near and remote,— emigrants
direct from the Old World, some who came from Pennsylvania, and more who journeyed
hither from the rugged hills and wave-washed shores of New England. These pages call
to mind the toils and endurance of the pioneers who sturdily hewed their way through the
pathless woods, finding sweet pasture on the tufted hillsides and along the watercourses in
the valleys for their ﬂéck‘sl and herds, and, slowly upturning the sod to the surnshine, made the
wilderness to smile with the early harvest. Here, too, are the chronicled names and deeds of
stanch patriots /w?o fought and bled for the ‘‘ land of the noble free.”’ Such progenitors
may well claim from their descendants what a wise speaker has termed ““a moral and philo-
-sophical respect, which elevates the character and improves the heart.”” It is the nature of
personal memoirs like the present to increase in value as the years go by. Wherefore, the book
should commend itself as of more than passing interest and fleeting worth,—a volume that will
be prize.'d by children’s children for one generation after another. ‘‘ The great lesson of biog-

raphy,’’ it has been well said, “ is to show what man can be and do at his best. A noble’life

put fairly on record acts like an inspiration.”’
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M.D., a distinguished and
honored resident of Mount
Morris, where he is living
retired from the active duties
of life, has exerted a marked
influence on the literary, so-
cial, and political advance-
ment of Livingston County,
and has borne a conspicuous
part in promoting its rise and
progress to its high standing among the
wealthy and well-developed counties of the

Empire State. He was born December 8,
1820, on the homestead where he now resides,
and which was then owned and occupied by
his father, Major-general William A. Mills.

. Dr. Mills is of New England ancestry, and
comes of pure and undiluted Puritan blood.
His paternal grandfather, the Rev. Samuel
Mills, of Derby, Conn., born in 1744, was a
graduate of Yale College, and prepared for the
ministry, Attracted by the glowing accounts
of the beauties and promised wealth and great-
ness of the Genesee valley, he moved his
family in 1790-92, and located near the little
hamlet of Williamsburg, the pioneer settle-
ment in what is now Livingston County, situ-
ated midway between Mount Morris and
Geneseo. Circumstances over which the little
hamlet had no control placing the court-house
and. county buildings in the town of Geneseo,
Williamsburg's prosperity and growth were
summarily checked, its population gradually
disappeared, and its individuality was entirely
lost forever. The Rev. Samuel Mills was the
pioneer ordained minister in the valley. He
preached the great truths of the gospel to fhe
pioneers in an acceptable manner, after holding

church services in the open air, also in the
large warehouse in Williamsburg and in pri-
vate dwellings. He was held in high esteem
by the early settlers, and his memory is pre-
served in the religious history of the Genesee
valley. He was a man of ability, a distin-
guished scholar, and possessed in a marked
degree the Christian graces which eminently
fitted him to preach the great truths of the
Bible. His cousin, the Rev. Samuel J. Mills,
of Torrington, Conn., who was born April 21,
1783, and graduated at Williams College in
1809, was devoted to missionary work, and
fully earned the proud title in history of
“‘Father of Foreign Missions in America.”’
The Rev. Samuel Mills's house took fire in
the night and burned, with all his household
effects, the family barely escaping. This mis-
fortune, coupled with the loss of capital in-
vested in land at inflated prices in the town
of Groveland, embarrassed and so discouraged
the good man that he became the victim of
the disease known as the Genesee, or spotted,
fever, which caused his death. His remains,
at the request of James Wadsworth, Sr., were
buried in what has since become the beautiful
cemetery in Geneseo. No monument, we re-
gret to say, in the interest of his descendants
and posterity, designates the grave. Imme-
diately following his lamented death, the
family, except his son William A., returned
to New Bedford.

General William Augustus Mills, the father
of Dr. Mills, was born at New Bedford, May
27, 1777; and some seventeen years later, just
one hundred years before the summer season
of the present year (1894), this same sturdy
infant, grown to a stalwart young man, and,
having learned that ‘‘westward the course of
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empire takes its way,’’ might have been seen
with a small bundle of clothing under his arm,
journeying on foot across the valley from Will-
iamsburg to Allan’s Hill, now Mount Morris,
there to make a home. His only available
capital was a robust constitution, a quick and
active brain, a common suit of clothes, an axe,
and a five-franc piece of silver. He located
on land belonging to Robert Morris, and there
erected a cabin on the brow of the tableland
overlooking the Genesee valley, the site now
being occupied by the residence of Dr. M. H.
Mills. His only neighbors were the Indians;
and, learning to speak their language and
growing familiar with their ways of living, he
became a favorite among them, and was a fre-
quent counsellor in their dealings with the
white people of this vicinity, and even occa-
sionally arbitrated matters of dispute arising
among themselves. He kept the chain of
friendship bright, and retained the most ami-
cable relations with them, until the Indians,
by virtue of the treaty of 1825, sold their res-
ervations, and left the valley. He always
treated them with the utmost consideration;
and they recognized his friendship and gen-
erosity by bestowing upon him the name of
‘‘So-no-jo-wa,”’ which in their language sig-
nifies ‘‘a big kettle’' or generous man, and
among the few surviving members of the Ind-
ian tribes now living on the Allegany and Cat-
taraugus reservation the village of Mount
Morris is called ‘‘So-no-jo-wa-ge’’ in honor
of his memory.

The land on which William A. Mills settled
was, as before mentioned, owned by Robert
Morris. At a later period it passed into the
possession of the Bank of North America, and
in 4811 was thrown upon the market and sold
to different purchasers, the bank retaining one-
eighth interest. Mr. Mills then bought
twenty acres, paying thirty dollars an acre in
silver, this being the minimum price he paid
for property on the Genesee Flats. He wasa
man of inflexible purpose and resolute will,
energetic and industrious, and not only placed
his original purchase under cultivation, but,
as his means increased, bought other tracts,
and at the time of his death was a wealthy and
extensive landholder, and onc¢ of the most in-

fluential and prominent citizens of Livingston
County. Previous to the building of the dam
across the Genesee River in this locality, the
nearest mill was twenty miles distant; and
much valuable time was lost in performing the
necessary journeys to and fro. With charac-
teristic enterprise, Mr. Mills succeeded in
placing the bill for the erection of a dam
across the river at this point before the legis-
lature. The river being navigable for small
boats, some opposition was brought to bear
upon the project; and he was forced to appear
before the General Assembly in support of the
measure, which was passed. Thus a valuable
water-power was secured to Mount Morris, and
was the immediate cause of new growth and
prosperity to the town. General Mills was
the founder of the villagé of Mount Morris,
and was as patriotic as he was public-spirited.
On the breaking out of the War of 1812 he
organized the first militia company in Living-
ston County, and from the command of that
company rose to the rank of Major-general of
the State militia, his command embracing the
counties of Livingston, Genesee, Ontario,
Steuben, Monroe, and Allegany. Many of the
distinguished men of New York have served on
the military staff of General Mills, among
whom we may mention the names of Colonel
Reuben Sleeper, of Mount Morris, General
Frank Granger, of Canandaigua, the Hon.
Daniel D. Barnard and the Hon. Charles J.
Hill, of Rochester. General Mills was a man
of unbounded generosity and kindness of heart,
and extended every possible aid to the strug-
gling pioneer, frequently making the payments
due on the little tract of .land, which might

" have otherwise reverted to the original pro-

prietors. While yet in apparent physical
vigor, the General suddenly died of heart fail-
ure, on April 7, 1844, in the sixty-seventh
year of his age, leaving to his surviving
children a large landed estate and the mem.
ory of a life spent in doing good to his fel-
low-men.

The union of General Mills with Susannah
H. Harris, of Tioga Point, Pa., was solem-
nized in 1803, and of this marriage ten chil-
dren were born, of whom nine grew to mature
years, and three are still living, namely: Mrs.
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Elizabeth Hamlin; Mrs. Susan H. Branch;
and Dr. Myron H. Mills, of Mount Morris.

Myron H. Mills received a broad and liberal
education, and when a young man began the
study of medicine and surgery in the office of
Dr. Hiram Hunt, a valued friend of his father,
and the family physician. He subsequently
entered the Geneva Medical College, from

which he received his diploma in 1844. The |

following year Dr. Mills began practice in the
city of St. Louis, where he soon won an envi-
able reputation as a physician, and was ap-
pointed a practitioner in the City Hospital.
After the declaration of war with Mexico he
resigned his position in the hospital, and vol-
unteered as a private soldier in the company
being then organized in St. Louis by Captain
Hudson. At the instigation of influential
friends, before being mustered into service,
Dr. Mills applied for the appointment of As-
sistant Surgeon in the United States army,
going himself to Fort Leavenworth, the head-
quarters of General Stephen W. Kearny, five
hundred miles from St. Louis, to whom he
presented in person his papers, hoping to re-
ceive his indorsement before applying to the
Secretary of War for his commission. In this
he was successful; and he served bravely
throughout the entire war, and at the battle of
Canada received a wound in the fleshy part of
the right leg, below the knee. The Doctor,
having recently graduated from the school of
medicine and surgery, put into practice the
knowledge of improved methods that he had
acquired as a student, and was the first to
introduce the ‘‘flap operation’’ in amputations
in the ‘“Army of the West,”’ the circular
method having been previously used from time
immemorial ; and for this valuable service he
was promoted by the medical director,, Surgeon
DeCamp, of Baltimore, to the head of the
medical and surgical department of the army.
At the close of the Mexican War the regular
standing army of these States was increased by
the addition of eight regiments. Upon the
recommendation of Brigadier-general Stephen
W. Kearny, commander of the Army of the
West, in which Dr. Mills served all through
the war, the Hon. William L. Mal:cy, Secre-
tary of War, tendered him an appointment of.

Assistant Surgeon in the regular army, which
he declined, and returned to private life.

‘Having again become a resident of Mount

Morris, he was invited by a special committee
to deliver an address on ‘“The Mexican War."’
He accepted, giving an eloquent and graphic
description; and at the request of special
committees he was induced to repeat it at
Nunda and Perry.

Forty-five years ago, in the month of June,
1849, when the hillsides were fragrant with
the breath of roses,. Dr. M. H. Mills was
wedded to Mary E. Mills, the only daughter of
Hiram P. Mills, of Mount Morris. Theirs has
been a felicitous marriage, she having found in
him a devoted husband, and he in her a true
companion and friend, who has faithfully dis-
charged the duties of wife and mother. The
sorrow common to mortals has cast its shadow
over their pleasant home, four of the six chil-
dren born of their union having passed to the
‘“life elysian.”’

In the spring of 1850 Dr. Mills engaged in
the drug business in Rochester, where for
a while he carried on a lucrative trade. But,
finding the occupation uncongenial to his
tastes, he embraced the first advantageous
opportunity to dispose of his stock of goods,
and was subsequently employed in the con-
struction of public works for the State of New
York. He was well fitted for that responsible
position, and received for his services a liberal
remuneration, which, being well invested, en-
abled him to retire from the active pursuits of
life in 1868, and to enjoy his well-earned
leisure. In 1863, while a resident of Roches-
ter, he was appointed by the Mayor and Com-
mon Council to represent the city in the
National Ship Canal Convention, held in Chi-
cago. In June of that year he served on a
committee with the Hon. Chauncey M. Depew
and another man. Mr. Depew was then a
young man, and had been a member of the
legislature from Westchester County, New
York. Removing in November, 1870, to
Mount Morris, his native place, the Doctor
bought the parental homestead, which had
passed from the possession of the Mills family;
and he has since devoted his energies and
money to its improvement and adornment, He
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has improved and enlarged the house, erected
beautiful and convenient out-buildings, and
converted the three acres of land surrounding
the mansion into a veritable park. This at-
tractive home is located at the northern extrem-
ity of Main Street, and commands a magnificent
and extensive view of the Genesee valley, the
situation being one to inspire the pen of a poet
or the brush of an artist to its highest effort.
Under the familiar nom de plume of ‘‘Corn-
planter,”” Dr. Mills has published a valuable
series of articles on Indian history, and has
besides written the only true and complete
history of the Mount Morris tract. His ser-
vices as a public speaker and lecturer are often
in demand. In 1878 he delivered the address
of the day before the Wyoming Historical Pio-
neer Association, at the dedication of their
‘‘log cabin’’ at Silver Lake, the twenty thou-
sand people there gathered listening to his
eloquent words with unabated interest till the
close of the very last sentence. In February
of the same year Dr. K Mills was induced by
special invitation to lecture before the /literati
of Dansville on ‘“‘The Prehistoric Races in
America,”’ and the intelligent and scholarly
audience which greeted him was enthusiastic
in its approval of his utterances. On the 14th
of September, 1880, the residents of Detroit
listened to an address given by him to the
State Association of Mexican War Veterans,
reviewing the results and benefits of that war
to the country, and stating the claims of the
veteran soldiers upon the government for a
pension. At the annual meeting of the Liv-
ingston County Pioneer Association in August,
1877, at Long Point, Conesus Lake, he held a
vast audience enthralled for more than an hour,
even though black and lowering clouds and the
ominous peals of thunder betokened the near
approach of a deluging shower, from which
their only shelter was the wide-spreading and
friendly boughs of the forest trees. At various
times he has spoken with great acceptance be-
fore the farmers’ institutes and kindred associ-
ations. Dr. Mills was one of four citizens in
Dansville and Mount Morris who originated
the idea of forming the Livingston County,
New York, Historical Society. At the organ-
ization of the society at Mount Morris, Feb-

ruary 13, 1877, the Doctor formulated and
presented the able and comprehensive constitu-
tion and by-laws of the society, which were
adopted. Though in use now eighteen years,
the society have not found it advisable to
change them in the slightest particular, except
in one instance, from the second to the third
Tuesday in January to hold its annual meeting,
to accommodate the then secretary. He was
the founder of the Livingston County Pioneer
Association. He has ever taken an active
interest in educational and local affairs, and
has served as President of the Mount Morris
Board of Education, and twelve successive
years as President of the Livingston County
Historical Society, and is now President of
the Mills Water-works Company and Railroad
Commissioner of the town of Mount Morris.
The system of water-works, which has added
more than any other enterprise to the welfare
of the village, was constructed after plans
submitted to the village trustees and the citi-
zens of Mount Morris by Dr. Mills, at a meet-
ing held on the 4th of June, 1879, and has
greatly improved the sanitary condition of the
town, besides being most useful for domestic
purposes and of great protection to the prop-
erty of its inhabitants. For this enterprise
and the great benefit and protection to the
village from destruction by fires and the bless-
ings resulting therefrom, the citizens are in-
debted wholly to Dr. Mills, who furnished the
entire capital. .

In politics Dr. Mills has always affiliated
with the Democratic party, and, though never
an aspirant for official honors, has occasionally
accepted places of trust and responsibility;
and these he has filled with credit to himself
and to the honor of his constituents. He is
thoroughly democratic and simple in his man-
ners, the honors heaped upon him during his
career having in no way elevated his pride or
detracted from his frank and cordial friendli-
ness in his intercourse with others.

The home life of the Doctor and his attrac-
tive wife and their two daughters is replete
with domestic comfort and happiness. He can
look back upon many long, useful, and well-
spent years, by which the community and the
world are not the losers. A portrait of Dr.
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Mills accompanies this sketch, and will be of
more than ordinary interest to the readers of
this volume. -

RS. RHODINA (KUHN) LAW-
RENCE, of Springwater, Living-
ston County, N.Y., a woman of
charming personality, quiet and
unassuming in her ways, amply endowed by
nature with strong mental powers, a book-lover
and student, especially interested in history,
biography, and genealogy, has ever striven to
promote the educational interests of the com-
munity in which she lives. Mrs. Lawrence's
paternal grandfather, Peter Kuhn, emigrated
from Germany, where the days of his youth had
been spent, to this country, and settled in
Maryland, where he carried on farming for a
time, but later came to this section of New
York, being among the early pioneers of the
town of Sparta.

The parents of Mrs. Lawrence, Jacob and
Eleanor (Prussia) Kuhn, were well-known and
prosperous members of the farming community
of Sparta, N.Y. Of the ten children born to
them, seven are still living; namely, Jere-
miah, Joseph, Lovina, Jacob, Mary, Rhodina,
and Eleanor. Mr. and Mrs. Kuhn were worthy
Christians, following the teachings of the
Lutheran church, to which they belonged;
and both lived to a venerable age, the father
dying at the age of eighty-three years, and the
mother at the age of eighty-five years. Mrs.
Lawrence’s maternal grandparents were Chris-
tian and Anna Maria Frederika (Kephart)
Prussia, who emigrated from Prussia to Berks
- County, Pennsylvania, whence they came to
this State. They raised a family of four sons
and four daughters.

Rhodina Kuhn was a rosy-cheeked maiden,
familiar with book-lore and thoroughly trained
in the domestic arts, when she became the
bride of Loren Lawrence, a stalwart young
farmer of Springwater, and the son of John
Lawrence, both being ripe in age as well as
wisdom, he being thirty-nine and she twenty-
eight years old. John Lawrence was a native
of Onondaga County, where he was reared to
agricultural pursuits. When a young man, he

-nal roof thirteen more years.

migrated to Livingston County, and, purchas-
ing a tract of timbered land, reared a ‘‘shake’’
cabin as his first domicile in this county, its
location being in Sparta, where he lived for
several years before becoming ‘a resident of
Springwater, where the last. days of his busy
life were passed. He married Mary Thiel, a
New Jersey girl; and she bore him eleven
children, namely: James; Loren; Ira; Charles;
Elijah; David; Clarissa, deceased; George;
Eliza; Mary; and Henry, deceased.

Loren Lawrence was born during the resi-
dence of his parents on their homestead in
Sparta, October 30, 1822. When he was
eighteen years old, his people moved to
Springwater, he remaining beneath the pater-
He and his
brother Ira purchased his present homestead
in 1853, they two keeping bachelors’ hall a
good share of the time, but having occasional
visits from their sisters. In 1863 Ira Law-
rence married a young lass by the name of
Juliette Lewis, daughter of Jacob Lewis; and
then the two brothers who had lived together
thirty-eight years had to separate, Ira purchas-
ing of Collins Gardner the farm in Carney
Hollow where he still resides. In 1881
Loren bought fifty-one acres one-half mile
north of his residence, making in all one hun-
dred and fifty-six acres. He has labored with
persevering diligence and energy in its im-
provement ; and his efforts have been crowned
with success, the farm being well cultivated
and amply supplied with every convenience for
carrying on his work after the most approved
methods. His union with Miss Kuhn was
solemnized in 1862, and has been blessed by
the birth of six children, three of whom are
now living. Nellie married Edmond L. Al-
bright, a contractor residing in Rochester; and
they have three children — Lawrence, Harold,
and Leland. Ulysses Grant, a railroad man
residing in Rochester, married Sadie Moose;
and they have one child, Grantyne. The third
one is William Artman Lawrence, now stay-
ing at home, carrying on the farm. Mr. Law-
rence is in all respects a most valuable citi-
zen of the town, fulfilling his obligations as
such with fidelity. In politics he is a stanch
adherent of the Republican party, and in re-
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ligion is inclined to the Methodist church, of
which his wife is a faithful member.

The following interesting reminiscences
have been kindly furnished by Mrs. Lawrence:

‘“‘My father was born in 1794. He received
a good English education, was a good writer
and reader, always figured up the interest on
his notes, and kept good accounts. He wasa
good singer, too. In 1813 he was drafted, and
served in the army three months, for which he
enjoyed a pension in his old age. I have
heard him tell that they lived in Hagerstown,
Md., when he was six years old; and he saw
General Washington go through the town.
After they moved to New York, they stopped
in what is now the village of Dansville one
year, then only a country place, with a grist-
mill, one store, and a blacksmith-shop, visited
frequently by wild Indians. Grandfather soon
went on the hills to get him a home; for land
was cheaper there, and he had a big family to
support, seven boys and three girls. He at
first settled on the land now owned by Fred-
erick Traxler, one mile north of the Lutheran
church, Sparta Centre. After a good many of
his children were married, he sold that home
to Peter Traxler, one of his sons-in-law, and
bought eighty acres of heavily timbered pine
land south-west of the church. He built a
saw-mill, which stands there yet; and it must
be sixty-five years old, if not more. It is now
owned by my brother, I. A. Kuhn, and, with
an addition where he saws wood and shingles,
is in running order yet. In 1834 grandfather
sold the mill lot to my father, and in 1835
bought and moved on to the farm now known
as the Daniel Kuhn place, now occupied by
his daughter, Lucinda Steffa. Grandfather did
not live to be very old, for he had heart dis-
ease. He was buried in that beautiful resting-
place for the dead back of the aforesaid church,
which ground and that where the church and
school-house now stand he gave to the public
for those purposes. Shortly after my father
moved on the mill place, the community built
the church, and my father sawed the timbers
and lumber for the same.

““I remember seeing Grandfather Kuhn but
once.- I heard my folks tell of his coming to

our house once on horseback, and his heart |

stopped beating, and he fell off; but the jar
started his heart again, and he got on his horse
and came down. It was many years before my
father got a buggy, and a much heavier one it
was than they have nowadays. I know I was
thirteen years old before they would take me
along to Dansville when they went to trade,
and I so longed to see a village that. I coaxed
my mother to let me go next time. Grand-
mother lived many years after her husband's
death with a family by the name of Frone, who
worked her farm. She finally lived and died
with her daughter, Mrs. Betsy Traxler. I re-
member mother sent me up to see her once and
take her some very nice rare, ripe peaches.
Awhile after she had eaten them she asked
me to light her pipe at the kitchen stove. I
took it, and went out there and got a little coal
on. As I could not tell whether it was lit or
not, after a minute I thought I must draw on
it till it smoked, and did so, but never wanted
to light another pipe.

‘““Those were the days of mud and stone
bake-ovens outdoors and bake-kettles and fires
on the hearth. What big logs they used to
burn! They called them back logs and front
logs, and had smaller wood for between. We
had the kitchen all to ourselves after supper,
as the older ones would go into the other room
to work in the long winter evenings. Mother
would knit or darn or patch; and sometimes
two would spin flax or tow on the little wheels,
or would be doubling or twisting, for we
didn’t have any cotton thread. Everything in
the line of clothing was either linen or wool-
len. I remember when they had a tailoress
come to the house and help make up a piece of
fulled cloth that my sisters had spun the yarn
for the summer before. Her name was Ann
Clemons. She is now the widow of Elisha
Webster. And old Mr. Shafer came over with
his kit of tools strung on a stick over his
shoulder and stayed almost a week, making
and mending shoes.

‘“Folks had to study economy then, but they
were just as healthy and happy as those that
have all they desire nowadays; and almost all
of my neighbors became wealthy. But how
we did enjoy the long evenings, a-playing by
the light of the fire in that big kitchen and



BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 15

eating chestnuts! We played ‘pussy wants a
corner,’ blindfold, hide the handkerchief, and
jumping over the broomstick; and, when it
was moonlight and the snow crusty, we would
have a lively time coasting down hill on the
hand-sled. Then what times we would have
with frozen heels and toes! We used to bathe
them with spirits of turpentine, or anoint them
with gudgeon grease; that is, the black grease
that works off the gudgeon under the mill. In
those days girls did the milking; I think I
learned to milk in a tin cup, when I was eight
years old. When I was ten, I knit my own
stockings and sewed on patchwork. I think
the school-house was built in 1846; but I went
to that church to Sunday-school many years
ago, when children went barefoot and wore sun-
bonnets and calico dresses. A new calico dress
was worn to my first Sunday-school picnic. 1
remember well when our folks got their first
cook-stove over fifty years ago. ‘My mother
said it was a great deal easier to cook over
than the fireplace. So after that the fireplace
was boarded up; and my sisters, getting tired
of whitewashing all around the walls, began to
paper the rooms. I should like to tell of the
sugar camp and what sweet times we had
every spring, and of the well-curb,— how dif-
ferent it was from any other I ever saw. But
my sketch is already too long for the first one
written by a person sixty-one years old.”’

OY P. CAPWELL, of the town of Mid-

/ dlebury, Wyoming County, N.Y., isa
grandson of Peter and Olive (Bent-

ley) Capwell. Peter Capwell was

born September 2, 1779, in Massachusetts.
He was a farmer, and at one time served in the
War of 1812 as a private. Olive Bentley was
born February 15, 1791, and married Peter
Capwell while yet a young girl. In 1808 she
and her husband settled near Dale, Wyoming
County, he building the first frame house in
that locality. This worthy couple were closely
associated through the vicissitudes of many
years, and were separated by death only for a
short period of three months; for Peter Cap-
well passed away March 10, 1874, and his
wife, June 30, 1874. They were blessed with

seven children, namely: William; George;
Albert; Abigail; Franklin W., the father of
Roy P.; Hiram; and Olive J. The first
homestead and farm owned by Peter Capwell is
now in possession of Mrs. Etta Quale.
Franklin W. Capwell came into its posses-
sion many years ago, and in course of time
traded it for a farm now occupied by Roy P.
Capwell. It consisted of thirty-two acres;
and Mr. Capwell lived on it until 1878, when
he bought a more extensive farm situated on
the town line near Dale. There he built a
fine house and barn, laid out fine drives,
planted fruit-trees, and bordered the grounds
with hedges of evergreen. By the aid of mod-
ern appliances he connected with the house and
barn a spring of pure, fresh water, and by
judicious use of money and labor succeeded in
making for his family a beautiful residence.
Besides cultivating his farm, he carried on a
prosperous insurance business, and was a man
noted for his great activity in any enterprise
he undertook. He served as Justice of the
Peace sixteen years, and for the same length of
time was superintendent of the Sunday-school.
He was for ten years President of the Genesee
Baptist Sunday-school Association, and for
twenty-one years Secretary of the Wyoming
Sabbath - school Teachers” Association. In
politics he was a Prohibitionist. Faithful in
his duties to his fellow-men, he did not fail to
see his Lord in the person of the despised and
hunted fugitive slave. Believing himself jus-
tified in disobeying a wicked human law, he
made his house an ‘‘underground railway"’
station, where the flying negro always found
shelter and care. Mr. Capwell died October
9, 1889. His wife is now living in the com-
fortable home which he had provided for her.
They had eight children, as follows: Mary,
born March 16, 1852, married Rudell Roberts,
now living in Alabama, Genesee County, and
has six children. George, born November 7,
1854, died while at college, May 1, 1875.
Roy P. was born April 8, 1861. Charlotte,
born April §, 1866, is a private nurse in
Brooklyn, N.Y. Fanny, born August 28,
1867, married Hadley McVeigh, having one
child and living with Mrs. Franklin Capwell.
Abbie, born May 12, 1874, is @ow attending
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Vassar College. Rose and Lilly, born June 7,
1872, died when only eight days old.

Roy P. Capwell was educated at the district
school, and at the age of twenty-one years
learned the miller’s trade, working three years
for J. W. Ensign, at York, in Livingston
County. While there he mastered the trade of
engineering, and for one year took full charge
of the engine and machinery at the salt works
at York. He went thence to Fowlerville,
Livingston County, had charge of the engines
of the Bolt and Screw Manufacturing Company
for one year, and then came home to help his
father. He married in 1888 Alice L. Avery,
daughter of Merrill N. and Charlotte (Russell)
Avery. Her father was born in Augusta, Me.,
April 22, 1826; and her mother, September
30, 1827. Mr. Avery lived for a while by
farming and teaming, but later bought a farm
near Wyoming, built a house, remodelled the
out-buildings, and greatly improved the land.
After five years he sold out, and traded in dif-
ferent farms until 1880, when he settled on a
farm of one hundred and one acres in the town
of Warsaw, where he now lives, classed among
the most enterprising and progressive farmers
in this part of the country. He and his wife
have had six children. The eldest, Emma T.,
born April 29, 1852, married Thomas Fisher,
now living at Pavilion, and died, leaving four
children — Homer E., Charles, Grace, and
Charlotte. George N., born September 25,
1854, married LElla Kingden, and lives at La
Grange. Hattie K., born February 2, 1858,
married Walter B. Ayers, of Ohio; and both
are now deceased. Horace W., born May 29,
1863, married Emma Langdon, of Warsaw,
lives at Pearl Creek, and has one child, Pearl.
Alice, born July 17, 1866, is the wife of Roy
P. Capwell. Her twin sister, Annie M., mar-
ried Chester G. Hamilton, of Ohio, and is liv-
ing in the town of Warsaw, mother of one
child, Walter E. Hamilton.

Mr. Capwell lives on one of his father's
farms near Linden, Wyoming County. Some
years since he bought a Clyde engine, and
with David Peggs, who owned a thrashing-
machine, went into partnership in the business
of thrashing grain and beans. In 1893 the
partnership was dissolved. Mr. Capwell then

bought a Stevens engine and grain-separator,
and a Western-house bean-thrasher. He also
has a set of feed-rollers, and, having fitted up
a building attached to his house with an engine
and all appliances for grinding grain for feed,
is carrying on an extensive business, being
well patronized by farmers from far and near.
Two children have been born to their home,
namely: Rena Priscilla, August 20, 1893;
and Avery Will, January 1, 1895. Some of
the sturdy spirit which characterized the life
of his grandsire, Peter Capwell, must flow
in the veins of his descendant; for a more
energetic, prosperous man is rarely found in
rural communities than Roy P. Capwell.

RS. MARY WHALEY PEASE,

of Avon, N.Y., who represents one

of the pioneer families of Living-

ston County, was born in this town,

where she now makes her home. Her grand-

father, John Purchase Whaley, son of Jeremiah

and Tamson (Purchase) Whaley, was one of the

earliest settlers of Avon. Erecting in the

wilderness a log cabin, he bravely toiled to

clear and cultivate a farm, and, enduring with

fortitude the hardships of frontier life, remained

here till his death. His widowed mother,

whom he brought with him from Massachu-

setts, died at the Avon homestead in 1805.

The maiden name of his wife was Elizabeth
Milliman.

Their son, Caleb Jeffers Whaley, the father
of Mrs. Pease, was born in Berkshire County,
Massachusetts, and was very young when his
parents removed to Livingston, where he
gained his education. He served in the War
of 1812, in which he volunteered a second
time, and was wounded on the day the city of
Buffalo was burned. He died in 1830. His
wife, the mother of eight children, was Orpha
Wilkinson, a native of Connecticut. She died
on the home farm at the age of seventy-seven.
The following official papers will be read with
interest : —

‘I hereby certify that C. J. Whaley, a Ser-
geant in Captain James McNair's company
of infantry and Lieutenaht Colonel Philetus
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Swift’s regiment of United States Volunteers,
under the act of Congress of February 6, 1812,
has faithfully discharged his duty as a trusty
Sergeant for twelve months; and he is hereby
discharged from the service of the United
States with honor. And, agreeable to said
act, he has received a musket, bayonet, and
other personal equipments, as a public testi-
monial of the promptitude and zeal with which
he volunteered his service in support of the
rights and honor of his country.

‘‘By order of Major-general H. Dearborn,
commanding the United States army, PHILE-
TUs SwirT, Lieutenant Colonel United States
Volunteers."’

“‘Given under my hand at Buffalo on this
tenth day of May, 1813.
‘‘JamEs McNaIR,
“ Captain.”

““C. J. Whaley was born in Massachusetts,
Berkshire County. He served in Captain
David Bigelow’'s company of New York mili-
tia, in Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Blakeslee’s
regiment; has resided in Avon, Livingston
County, N.Y. and has resided here for space
of twenty-three years past; and previous
thereto he resided in Massachusetts, Berkshire
County.

*‘Sworn and subscribed this fourth day of
March, 1828, before me, William T. Hosher,
J.P. ““CALEB J. WHALEY.”

“‘I certify that in conformity with the law
of the United States of the 3d of March, 1819,
C. J. Whaley, late an Ensign in the company
commanded by Captain Bigelow in the service
of the United States, is inscribed on the Pen-
sion List Roll of the New York Agency, to
commence on the thirtieth day of December.

“‘Given at the War Office of the United
States, twenty-ninth day of March, one thou-
sand eight hundred and nineteen.

““J. C. CALHOUN,
~ Secretary of War."

Mary Whaley, daughter of this stanch pa-
triot, was married when twenty-three years of

age to Emery T. Pease, son of Henry Pease,
of Livonia. Mr. Emery Pease was a man of
marked business ability, engaging in the flour
trade in New York City, and also in the for-
warding business, at an early age. In 1852 he
went to California, and, erecting flour-mills in
San Francisco, was very successful, building
up an immense trade. He remained there till
1870, when, having returned East on a visit,
he died in Avon soon after his arrival. Mrs.
Pease still retains an interest in the California
business, but has lived at the Whaley home-
stead since the death of her husband. She is
much esteemed by the people of Avon, among
whom she has for so long been a familiar per-
sonage.

RTHUR M. PRESTON, principal of
the Attica High School, is a well-
known and popular instructor of
Wyoming County, his thorough
scholarship, energy, and enthusiasm in his
work being among the chief elements of his
success. He is a native of the Empire State,
having been born in the year 1852, in Linck-
laen, Chenango County, on the same farm where
his mother was born, and where she resided
until her death. Mr. Preston’s great-grand-
father on the paternal side was born and bred
in Scotland, whence in 1785 he emigrated with
his family to the United States. After living
for a short time in Stonington, Conn., he came
to this State, settling in Lincklaen, where amid
the deep forests he reared a humble log house
and began the pioneer work of clearing a
homestead. Reared to habits of industry and
thrift, he labored in season and out; and the
fine farm of three hundred acres which he re-
claimed from the wilderness is still in the pos-
session of one of his descendants.

Eli Preston, son of the emigrant, was born
in Scotland in 1785. He grew to manhood in
Lincklaen, and during the larger portion of his
life was engaged in farming. He married a
Miss Olin, who was born of Irish ancestors in
Chenango County; and they became the par-
ents of eleven children, of whom four daugh-
ters and five sons grew to maturity. One
daughter, Mrs. Betsey Reynolds, of Madison
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County, and Riley Preston, father of the sub-
ject of this sketch, are still living. Both of
the parents lived more than fourscore years,
and died within a few months of each other.

At the time of his marriage Riley Preston

purchased the old home farm of his father-in-
law, and lived thereon until after the death of
his wife in 1880, when he removed to Eldred,
Pa., making his home with his daughter. The
maiden name of his wife, to whom he was
wedded in 1842, was Lucy L. Maine; and to
them four children were born, one of whom, a
bright little boy, died at the early age of four
years. The others are: Emily A., the wife of
B. F. Greenman, residing in Eldred, Pa.;
Arthur M., the subject of this brief sketch;
and Nettea, a resident of Boston, Mass.
Arthur M. Preston acquired the rudiments
of his education in the district school, and at
the age of fifteen years entered the Classical
Institute at DeRuyter, then a famous institu-
tion of learning, but now extinct, from which
he was graduated in 1871 as valedictorian of
his class. The succeeding three years he
studied with private tutors, and in 1875 began
his pedagogical career as teacher in a select
school at South Otselic, his pupils being
young men and women who were preparing
themselves for professional lives. He subse-
quently spent two years at New Woodstock, as
principal of the high school, going from there
to Madison Academy, where he was principal
for two years, resigning his position to accept
the principalship of the Silver Creek Union
School and Academy, a position which he
filled most satisfactorily for eight years. In
1892 Professor Preston came to Attica; and
under his able supervision the high school,
with its roll-call of more than five hundred
pupils, and ten able instructors, ranks among
the foremost schools in the county. Arthur
M. Preston was united in marriage in 1875 to
Elsie Woodruff, of Whitney's Point, who died
six years later, leaving him two children:
Willard D., now a student at Alfred Univer-
sity; and Nina M. In 1883 the Professor
married Nettie L. Babcock, a daughter of
H. R. Babcock, of Hamilton. Mrs. Preston
was educated in Hamilton, being a graduate of
the union school and of the Hamilton Female

Seminary, and before her marriage was a

very successful teacher. One child, a little '
daughter of seven years, brightens and cheers

their household. Socially, Professor Preston

is a prominent member of the Masonic frater-

nity, and has served as Senior Deacon of the

lodge. Religiously, both he and his wife are

firm believers in the doctrines of the Baptist

Church; and he is superintendent of the Sun-

day-school.

AMUEL BERGEN, one of the most
prosperous agriculturists of Living-
ston County, is a useful and esteemed

- citizen of Mount Morris, where he is

at present engaged in milling, being the owner
of the Enterprise Mill. His father, Jacob
Bergen, was born in the town of Fleming, Ca-
yuga County, January 22, 1803; and his grand-
father, Christopher Bergen, was born in New
Jersey, being a descendant of emigrants from
Holland. 1In 1802 he came from New Jersey
to this State, making the removal with teams
to Cayuga County, being one of the early set-
tlers of the town of Fleming. He was a man
of much education, and in addition to teaching
school made himself generally useful in cleri-
cal work. He remained a resident of Fleming
for many years, but eventually came to this
county, where he died at the age of eighty-six
years. His wife, whose maiden name was
Jemima Bailey, was born in New Jersey, and
died in Livingston County, when eighty-five
years old. She bore him five daughters and
two sons, all of whom grew to maturity.
Jacob Bergen was educated in Cayuga
County; and, when eighteen years old, he and
his brother Samuel came to Livingston County
on a prospecting tour, making the journey to
and fro on foot, their object being to select
suitable land for a farm. Each one had fifteen
dollars in his pocket; and, securing a tract of
fifty acres of woodland, now included within
the boundaries of Mount Morris, they made a
first payment of thirty dollars, and received an
article of agreement therefor. Both were sin-
gle men at that time, and after they had built
a log house their parents came to keep house
for them. Jacob was married a few years later;
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and he then bought an adjoining tract of land,
on which a frame house had been built. Mov-
ing the house to the side of the log cabin, he
continued the clearing and improving of his
homestead, and before the time of his decease
had a valuable and well-cultivated farm. He,
too, lived to a great age, dying in his eighty-
ninth year. His sister, Mrs. Daniel P.
Sedam, died in 1894, aged ninety-six years.
His wife, formerly Ann Eliza Amerman, was
born in the town of Niles, Cayuga County, and
died in Livingston County in the eighty-second
year of her age. Seven children were born of
their union — Samuel, Mary J., Catherine E.,
Harriet, Robert K., Sarah E., and Frances C.

Samuel, the eldest son, was born on May 10,
1830, received a good common-school educa-
tion, and on the old home farm in the town of
Mount Morris was thoroughly instructed in the
art of farming. He remained beneath the pa-
ternal roof-tree until his marriage, when he
began housekeeping in a log house, one of the
first built in the town, and which is still
standing. After occupying it for three years,
he built a frame house close by, and there
lived, engaged in general farming, until 1866,
when he sold that place and bought a farm on
the Creek Road, now known as the Dowling
farm, where he resided two years. Selling
that, Mr. Bergen bought the Dr. Bogart prop-
erty at Union Corners, and there continued his
agricultyral labors until the spring of 1882,
when, leaving his son in charge of the farm,
he removed to the village of Mount Morris,
and resided on Eagle Street until 1889. He
then purchased the pleasant house where he
now lives and carries on a good milling busi-
ness, in which he has been engaged since
1882. He is a man of good business ability
and tact, most honorable and upright in all of
his dealings, and is well worthy of the respect
universally accorded him.

The first wife of Mr. Bergen, to whom he
was wedded December 31, 1851, was Harriet
J. Robinson, a native of West Sparta, and the
daughter of Levi and Desdemona (Denton)
Robinson. After a pleasant married life of
nearly ten years she passed away, leaving
three children — Cora E., Julia D., and J_ohn
R. In February, 1862, Mr. Bergen was united

in marriage with Marietta Bosley, a native of
Pavilion, Genesee County, N.Y., being the
daughter of Edmund and Harriet (Crossett)
Bosley. Of this union two children have been
born — Lucia and Minnie. In their religious
views Mr. and Mrs. Bergen fully coincide
with the doctrines of the Methodist Epis-
copal church, of which they are active and es-
teemed members. Politically, Mr. Bergen has
been identified with the Independents; and for
many years he has been deeply interested in
the temperance movement.

EORGE ROMESSER, a well-to-do
and highly respected farmer of the
town of Sheldon, Wyoming County,

is a fine representative of those honest and
hard-working citizens of alien birth who have
by their own unaided exertions worked them-
selves up from comparative poverty to prosper-
ity and influence. Mr. Romesser was born in
Bavaria, Germany, April 16, 1834, being a son
of Hyrounymus Romesser, a native of the same
place, and the grandson of John Romesser, a
farmer and a life-long resident of Bavaria.
The latter reared a family of five sons and one
daughter; and of these Meinrad and the father
of the subject of the present sketch came to
this country in 1847, each being accompanied
by his wife and four children, the entire ex-
penses of the voyage for the twelve persons
amounting to five hundred dollars.
Hyrounymus Romesser was born in 1808,
and was therefore in the prime of life when he
crossed the ocean with his family. He and
his brother bought fifty acres of land, twenty-
five acres each, paying twenty-one dollars an
acre, this price including the stock on the
farm. He labored with persevering energy to
cultivate his land, living thereon until death.
The wife who accompanied him to America
died in October, 1850, aged forty-two years,
leaving two sons and two daughters, as follows:
George, of whom we write; Jacob, a laborer,
living in Castile; a daughter, now living in
Minnesota; and one in Missouri. The father
subsequently married a lady from Alsace,
France; and of that union two sons and one
daughter were born, the latter of whom is now
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a resident of Missouri, the boys having died in
early youth of diphtheria. In 1872 the father
departed this life, leaving but a small property.

George Romesser obtained his preliminary
education in Germany, where he attended
school six years; and after coming to Sheldon
he was a pupil of the district school three win-
ters. He began life on his own account at the
age of fifteen years, working for the farmers
during the summer seasons, receiving from four
to seven dollars a month. He continued work-
ing by the month for eleven years, six of the
years being spent in one place, with his wages
ranging from ten to sixteen dollars a month.
Industrious and frugal, he saved money, and in
December, 1862, made his first purchase of
land, paying one thousand dollars for seventy-
five acres, on which there stood a partly fin-
ished house. He has since bought other land,
and is now the owner of a rich and valuable
farm, containing three hundred and twenty-
seven acres in a body, besides some forty acres
of timber. Mr. Romesser is extensively en-
gaged in general agriculture and dairying,
keeping thirty or more cows, and sending his
milk to the factory two miles distant. In ad-
dition to raising grain, hay, and the usual
crops of this section of the State, he has five
large orchards, which produce an abundance of
apples and other fruits, the whole yielding him
a good income.

On February 5, 1861, Mr. Romesser was
united in marriage with Elizabeth Davis, a na-
tive of Oldenburg, Germany, and a daughter of
Michael Davis. Her father came to this coun-
try in 1854, bringing with him his wife and
family, consisting of five daughters and one
son, another son being subsequently born to
them on American soil. Mr. Davis bought
seventy acres of improved land in Sheldon, and
began general farming; but he died withina
year. His widow, now an octogenarian, re-
sides on the home farm. She has six children
living — two daughters besides Mrs. Romesser
in Sheldon; one daughter in Kansas; and two
sons, Michael and Joseph, on the farm with
their mother. Fourteen children have been
born to Mr. and Mrs. Romesser, six sons and
eight daughters, the living being as follows:
George, Albert, Mary, Catherine, Anna,

Frank, Sarah, and Andrew. Six have passed to
the life immortal ; namely, an infant, Frances,
Joseph, Rosa, Clara, and Willie. Mr. Romes-
ser takes an active part in the management of
local affairs, and has served as Assessor six
years and Collector two years. In politics he
is a strong supporter of the principles of the
Democratic party; and, religiously, he and his
family are members of the Catholic Church.

EWTON S. BARKER, a wholesale and
retail lumber dealer, carrying onm an
extensive business in the town of
Nunda, is a man of great enterprise
and ability, and a conspicuous figure in the
manufacturing and mercantile circles of this
section of Livingston County. He is now in
the prime of life, his birth having occurred
July 5, 1852, in the town of Nunda, being the
son of Jesse Barker, Jr., who was born in
Oneida County in 1812, and the grandson of
Jesse Barker, Sr., one of the early settlers of
Oneida County. .
Jesse Barker, Jr., gained his livelihood by
tilling the soil, having been reared on a farm
and well trained in its labors during his mi-
nority. In 1834 he, accompanied by three of
his brothers, came on foot to this county, dand
settled in that part of Nunda that has since
been known as Barkerstown. After four years
of incessant toil and wise thrift he found him-
self possessed of enough money to warrant him
in buying a fifty-acre farm. On this he built
a comfortable frame house, and there he and
his- good wife reared their family and lived
until called to their eternal home. He mar-
ried Jane Bradley, the daughter of James
Bradley. She was a girl of twelve years
when she came to Nunda with her father
and two brothers. Of this family the only
living representative is Alonzo Bradley, of
Avon. Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Barker
five children were born, as follows: Elizabeth;
Emory, who died at the age of sixteen years;
Esther, who died when thirty-six years of age;
Amelia; and Newton S., of Nunda. The par-
ents were held in esteem throughout the com-
munity, and were faithful members of the
Methodist church.



BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 21

The subject of this sketch spent the days of
his boyhood and youth on the home farm, ac-
quiring in the mean time a substantial educa-
tion in the district schools and a practical
knowledge of agriculture. While continuing
his farming pursuits, he began dealing in lum-
ber on a small scale, meeting with such profit-
able results that he was encouraged to build a
saw-mill and manufacture lumber. This busi-
ness Mr. Barker has gradually enlarged until
he is now one of the most extensive wholesale
and retail lumber dealers of this section of the
county.

In 1874 Mr. Barker was married to Miss
Mary Clute, the daughter of James and
Amanda (Eldridge) Clute. The name of
Clute has long been prominent in the annals of
Livingston County, the grandfather of Mrs.
Barker, Thomas Clute, of Gibsonville, having
been for many years agent for the Indians, and
also land agent for the ‘‘white woman,’’ Mary
Jemison, who was the owner of a large tract of
land, lying partly in this and partly in Alle-
gany County. She is said to have been the
daughter of white parents, and carried away
captive when a small child by the Indians, and
brought up by them. To Mr. and Mrs. Barker
three children have been born; namely, Asa
J., Mary J., and Arthur C. The silent mes-
senger of death has, however, cast his shadow
across the threshold of this happy home, bear-
ing away their little son Arthur C. at the
tender age of two years. Their other son, Asa
J., is in the employ of the Lehigh Railway
Company. Mr. Barker cast his first Presiden-
tial vote for Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876, and
has always affiliasted with the Republican
party. A man of excellent financial judgment,
of integrity, and honor, he has served his fel-
low-townsmen with fidelity as Assessor and as

village Trustee.

,% wide experience in various lines of
business. He was born at Mount

Morris, Livingston County, N.Y., July 3,

1842, son of Richard and Eleanor (Brown)

Phillips, and grandson of Samuel and Sarah

D. PHILLIPS, a citizen of Perry, is
a man well known on account of his

(Schoby) Phillips. His grandparents were
born in New Jersey and emigrated to the State
of New York, settling first in Seneca County
and afterwards in Mount Morris, Livingston
County. Here Samuel Phillips bought two
hundred acres of uncultivated land, which he
cleared and improved, transforming a wilder-
ness into a fruitful farm. He died at the age
of eighty-four years. He and his wife were
members of the Methodist Episcopal church,
and in politics he was a Democrat. Of their
children, nine in number, but one daughter
survives.

Richard Phillips was married at an carly
age to Eleanor Pamelia Brown, daughter of E.
Brown, a farmer of Livingston County, after
which he purchased a farm near Brooksgrove;
and there he resided until his death. He died
in the prime of life, June 8, 1845, being at
the time but thirty-three years of age, and left
a wife and three children, namely: Marian,
who married J. W. Duryea, a farmer, and re-
sides in Richmondville, Mich.; Sarah Eliza-
beth, widow of George Werner, who resides
in Hornellsville, and is the mother of three
children; and S. D. Phillips, the subject of
this brief biography. The wife of Richard
Phillips is still living, at the age of seventy-
six years, and resides in Hornellsville, N.Y.

S. D. Phillips resided with his grandfather
until sixteen ycars of age, when he made a
start in the world for himsclf. At the age of
eighteen, on April 20, 1861, he enlisted at
Nunda, N.Y., in Company ¥, Thirty-third
Regiment, New York State Volunteers, but
was discharged August 5 by reason of injuries
received in line of duty. Although entitled
to an honorable discharge, he hired a substi-
tute; and thus the ranks of his company suf-
fered no loss. On February g, 1862, Mr.
Phillips married Ann Tallman, daughter of
William Tallman, a farmer of Mount Morris.
They had one child, Harriet E., who lives at
home. When but twenty-five years of age,
Mrs. Ann T. Phillips passed away; and on
April 19, 1873, Mr. Phillips married Marian
E. Richards, who was born September 23,
1849, daughter of Dana and Eliza (Hollister)
Richards. They have resided in Perry, with
the exception of a few years spent in Nebraska
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and Ohio. Mr. Phillips is a stanch Republi-
can, a member of John P. Robinson Post, No.
101, Grand Army of the Republic, and of Con-
stellation Lodge, A. F & A. M., No. 404.

AMES HATHAWAY JACKSON,
M.D., proprietor and physician in
charge of the Jackson Sanatorium at
Dansville, N.Y., was born in Peter-

borough, Madison County, June 11, 1841
His earliest ancestors in America came over
from England in the ‘‘Defiance '’ in 1635; and
from John Jackson, an innkeeper in Cambridge
in 1675, who inherited from an uncle Richard
his Brattle Street property, has descended the
Jackson family. The great-great-grandfather
of Dr. Jackson was Deacon John Jackson, of
Weston, Mass., who was born in Cambridge,
Mass., January 12, 1703, and married in 1727
to Mercy Chadwick, of Watertown. The Dea-
con’s son, Colonel Giles Jackson, born in
Weston, January 12, 1732, was one of the
striking figures on the stage of historical
drama during the period of America’s strug-
gle for independence. He was a Colonel in
the First Berkshire Regiment of Massachu-
setts of the Revolutionary army, a Field
Officer and Chief of General Gates s staff at
the battle of Saratoga, and drew up with his
own hand the articles of capitulation which
were signed by Burgoyne. The original draft
of this most interesting document is preserved
as a treasured heirloom in the Jackson family.

Colonel. Giles Jackson was married twice.
His first wife was Miss Anna Thomas, who
bore him fourteen children. The second wife
was Mrs. Sarah Atwood Orton, a widow with
five children, to whom six children were born
of her second husband, so that under the pa-
ternal roof a family of twenty-five sons and
daughters were reared to youth and maiden-
hood. Medical talent. seems to have come
down through several generations; for the pa-
triarch Colonel’s son, James Jackson, born in
Tyringham, Berkshire County, Mass., was a
physician and was Army Surgeon at Sackett’s
Harbor in 1812. He married Mrs. Mary Ann
(Elderkin) Clark, a daughter of Vine Elderkin
and Lydia Ann White, of Connecticut, and

a grand-daughter of Colonel Jedediah Elder-
kin, a lawyer of great repute, and member of
the Connecticut Committee of Safety. The
widow Clark had a family of five children by
a former marriage.

The next in the line now being considered
is James Caleb Jackson, son of Dr. James and
Mary A. (Elderkin) Jackson, born at Manlius,
N.Y., March 28, 1811, who will long be re-
membered as the founder of the celebrated
hygienic institution, ‘“Our Home,”’ at Dans-
ville, now known as the Jackson Sanato-
rium. James C. Jackson studied medicine
with his father, and received a diploma from a
medical college at Syracuse, N.Y. In early
manhood, taking an interest in the great ques-
tions of the day, he was Corresponding Secre-
tary in 1842 of the American Anti-slavery Soci-
ety, and edited for a time the Madison County
Abolitionist, which was a strong advocate of
emancipation. Either through overwork or
from some other cause he lost his health,
and was given up to die. Being successfully
treated at a water cure in Cuba, N.Y., under
Dr. Gleason, after his recovery he became part-
ner in a similar establishment at Glen Haven,
Cayuga County, at the head of Skaneateles
Lake. In the autumn of 1858 he came to
Dansville, and opened the ‘‘Home,’’ from
which has grown the present Sanatorium. He
won a wide reputation, not only as a physician,
but as an orator and writer, and as editor of
an able and widely known periodical, Zke
Laws of Life and Journal of Health. On
September 10, 1830, he married Miss Lucretia
Edgerton Brewster, a lineal descendant of
Elder William Brewster, of the ‘‘Mayflower "’
band. She became the mother of three chil-
dren, of whom only one, James Hathaway, the
special subject of this sketch, now survives.

James Hathaway Jackson was graduated at
the age of thirty-five from Bellevue Hospital
Medical College, New York City. In 1876
he assumed charge of the Jackson Sanatorium
at Dansville, so successfully carried. on by his
father for nearly twenty years. This Sanato-
rium is a model institution, designed for the
recuperation of minds and bodies that have
been enfeebled by disease or shattered by over-
strained nerves, and sets forth its purposes,
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ends, and motives in the eight propositions of
its announcement to the public:—

‘‘God has so created and related man to life
on earth — casualties aside — that, in order to
live free from sickness and to die from old
age, he needs only to obey the laws upon
which- life and health depend. Therefore as
Christians, as well as advocates of a new medi-
cal philosophy, we insist: first, that sickness
is no more necessary than sin; second, that
the gospel demands that human beings should
live healthfully as well as religiously; third,
that “within the sphere in which they are to
operate physical laws are as sacred as moral
laws, and”that mankind is as truly bound to
obey them; fourth, that obedience to physi-
cal laws would do away with disease and the
countless number of ailments that smite hu-
manity from infancy to maturity, and that
by guch obedience — casualties aside —man
would die of old age; fifth, that, in order to be
cured of any curable disease, one needs simply
to be brought within the range of the opera-
tions of the laws of his organism, and to be so
related to them that they may work unobstruc-

tively in order to get well; sixth, that therefore '

the only sound philosophy upon which to pro-

‘ceed to treat the sick, with a view to their
restoration to health, is to employ such means
and such only as, had they been properly used,
would have kept them from becoming ill;
seventh, that the right to use one’s powers and
faculties neither originates in nor depends upon
sex, but upon the possession of an intellectual
and moral nature, and, inasmuch as woman
possesses this as truly as man, her right to use
whatever powers or faculties which belong to
her is equal with man’s; eighth, hence we
advocate such reformation in our government
as will place women in all respects on equality
with men before the law.

"+ “‘Such are our principles; and we respect-
fully commend them to the public, and beg
that the Wise and Good assist us in their
promulgation.’’

The spacious and handsome building stands
on the site of the old Sanatorium known
as ‘“Our Home Hygienic Institute,”’ which,
with its valuable library and medical appli-
ances, was totally destroyed by fire on June 26,

1882, It is entirely fire-proof, and in its
equipment one of the most thorough in Amer-
ica, and to-day is filled with all sorts and con-
ditions of invalids from all quarters of the
globe. - Situated twelve hundred feet above
the sea level, among, the hills of the lovely
valley of the Genesee, the surroundings of the
Jackson Sanatorium seem to have been spe-
cially devised by nature for those purposes to
which the intelligence of man has applied them.

The quiet stretches of forest, the pure moun-
tain streams, the genial climate, and the pict-
uresque beauty of the scenery, all combine to
offer the most advantageous conditions to those
who are sceking for health. The remarkable
exceptional purity of the water of this region
has been proved by its careful analysis, which
certifies that it contains only six hundred and
forty-one thousandths of a grain of organic
matter to each gallon. About the main build-
ing, which is three hundred feet long and five
stories high, cluster a dozen pleasant cottages
with light, airy, steam-heated rooms, com-
manding charming views of hill and valley,
and the village of Dansville nestling below.
All of the most approved forms of baths are
employed in the institution, including the
Moliére, thermo-electric, Turkish, Russian,
electro-thermal, and salt baths, also massage,
Swedish movements, inunction, vacuum treat-
ment, and all forms of clectricity, as scems
most suitable to the individual case. The
asphalt roof of the building, which scrves as
a sort of boulevard, even in winter presents a
lively appearance after thc breakfast hour,
when the paticnts are out in their chairs or
cots, gay with bright rugs or shawls, for fresh
air and exercise.

Dr. James H. Jackson was married Septem-
ber 13, 1864, to Miss Kate Johnson, a medical
graduate, and a woman eminently fitted to be a
helpmate to her husband. Their son, Dr. J.
Arthur Jackson, is Secretary and Manager of
this institution, and Helen D. Gregory is the
able and efficient Treasurer. Besides attend-
ing to his manifold duties at the Sanatorium,
Dr. J. H. Jackson is actively interested in
local public affairs. He has been a member
of the Board of Education of Dansville, Wor-
shipful Master of Pheenix Lodge, No. 115,
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A. F. & A. M., was the first Republican
President of the village of Dansville, being
elected February 12, 1895, by the first Repub-
lican majority ever obtained in the history of
that town. The portrait of Dr. James H.
Jackson accompanying this sketch will doubt-
less be viewed with interest by many readers
of this volume. )

HAUNCEY K. SANDERS, the old-

est publisher in Livingston County,

who has been continuously on the

same paper, the Nunda News, since

its establishment in 1859, was born in Pavil-

ion, Genesee County, N.Y., October 27, 1837.

His father, Benjamin Sanders, was born in

Pennsylvania, and, being left an orphan, came

to New York and engaged in the cabinet-

maker's trade in Dansville. Later he fol-

lowed the same occupation for many years at

Pavilion, and in 1862 moved to Nunda, where

he died. His wife was Hulda Knapp, of Ver-

mont ; and she became the mother of four chil-

dren, namely: George A., who is employed on

the Utica Press, Chauncey K.; Pamelia J.;
and Alanson K.

Chauncey K. Sanders was educated at the
district and select schools of Pavilion, and
later attended Shader’s Commercial College
in Lima, N.Y. He then found employment
in the office of the Geneseo Democrat, of
which paper his brother was publisher, and in
1857 entered the office of the Dansville Her-
ald. In 1859 Mr. Sanders removed to Nunda,
where he started the Nunda MNews, which he
has since continued to publish, his office being
in Union Block. He was in the State militia
at the time of the war, and was engaged in
doing guard duty over the sixteen thousand
rebel prisoners confined in the Elmira Prison.
In 1861 he married Harriet E. Tousey, daugh-
ter of Orville Tousey, of Dansville; and they
have reared three children: Fannie, Chauncey
K., Jr., and Walter B. One son, Harry F.,
was drowned at Silver Lake, July 3, 1880,
when eighteen years of age. Fannie, the only
daughter, married Frank S. Thomas, of Mount

Morris, and has three children — Faith, Harry,

and Frank.

Mr. Sanders cast his first Presidential vote
for Abraham Lincoln in 1860, and has always
supported the Republican party. He was ap-
pointed Postmaster in 1861 by President Lin-
coln, serving four years; was again appointed
to that office by President Hayes in 1879, and
so faithfully did he perform his duties that
the position was again given him by President
Arthur, making his time of service in that
capacity fifteen years. For many years he was
a member of the Board of Education, and he
was Assistant Journal Clerk of the Assembly
in the year 1867. He is a charter member of
Craig W. Wadsworth Post, No. 417, Grand
Army of the Republic, of which he was Com-
mander in 1894. He is a member of the New
York State Press Association, the Republican
State Editorial Association, being one of its
first Vice-Presidents; and for two years, in
1892 and 1893, he was President of the Liv-
ingston County Press Association. Mr. San-
ders is now President of the Livingston County
Historical Society, having been chosen at the
annual meeting of this important organization
held in January of the present year, 189s5.
The family attend the Universalist church, of
the Board of Trustees of which society Mr.
Sanders is Chairman. He is prominent in
town affairs, taking an active part in all
matters pertaining to the general welfare, and
is universally respected by his fellow-citizens.

ILLIAM H. EWELL, one of the
leading citizens of his native town
of Middlebury, Wyoming County,

was born December 1, 1830, being a son of
Eli and Charlotte (Walker) Ewell, grandson of
James and Sarah (Holbrook) Ewell, and great-
grandson of John Ewell, who was of Scotch de-
scent, and who was a sailor. James Ewell was
born in Massachusetts, came to Middlebury
with his sons, and lived here until he died, at
the age of sixty years. His wife survived him
for twenty years, living until the ripe age of
eighty years. Their children were: Samuel,
Henry, Peleg, Eli, Nancy, Mabel, Luther,
Deborah, James, John, Mercy, and Louise.
Mr. Ewell was a farmer; and, doubtless, from
him descended the love of tilling the soil,
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which has marked the character of his descend-
ants. He was a Whig in politics.

Eli, the fourth son of James and Sarah, and
the father of William H., was born March g,
1793, and was about twenty-three years of age
when he came to this place. His elder brother
had preceded him, coming to Middlebury some
time before and buying a farm. Possibly sto-
ries of the fertility of the soil and the prospect
of earning themselves a home induced the
father to share their fortunes. Certain it is
that he soon followed his sons. Eli sold him
his farm and moved to Wolf Creek in the town
of Castile, where he erected two saw-mills and
did a thriving lumber business. Soon after
the death of his father he came back to Mid-
dlebury, and, living on the old home estate,
built the house and barn which now stand,
planted orchards, and lived a life of peace and
prosperity, owning land to the extent of six
hundred acres. His  wife was Charlotte
Walker, daughter of Obadiah Walker, who
was of Vermont birth, and lived in the town of
Bethany, Genesee County, N.Y. Mr. Eli
Ewell raised a flourishing family of eight chil-
dren, as follows: Lovina, deceased, married
for her first husband Marvel J. Marsh, and
after his death married for her second J. S.
Chase. Angeline married S. Howes. Harri;
son married Eliza Larmore. Clarinda married
S. Howes. All of the above are now de-
ceased. Mary married D. Cartwright, and is
now living in Allegany County. George died
at sixteen years of age. William H. is
still living. Carlos married A. Wilson, now
deceased. Mr. Eli Ewell died at the age of
fifty-three years, while still in the prime of
his life. He was a supporter of the Christian
church, and belonged to the party of Whigs,
serving their cause loyally. Two older
brothers came to Wyoming County in 1803,
and in 1812 served in the war.

William H. Ewell received his education in
the district school and Wyoming Academy.
That he improved his advantages to the utmost
is shown by his adaptability for the public
offices to which his fellow-townsmen have
elected him; namely, Superintendent of the
Poor for this county, Highway Commissioner,
and Assessor, which last position he held for

fifteen years. Mr. Ewell lived at home until
he was eighteen years old, when he took the
portion of his father’s farm allotted him, about
seventy acres, and set about making a home.
Four years later, when twenty-two years of
age, he married Miss J. E. Miller, daughter
of Jairus and Jane (Quail) Miller. Mr. Mil-
ler was born in Massachusetts. The family
came here and settled just south of where the
Ewells resided. Mr. Miller and his wife had
six children — J. Emerancy, Orville W., Ro-
setta, Emma, Ella, Lucretia. Mr. Miller was
a strong Republican, and a member of the
Presbyterian church.

Mr. William H. Ewecll has added to his
land, until at the present time he owns an
extensive farm of one hundred and fifty acres,
lying about two miles from the village of Wy-
oming. He devotes most of his time to stock-
raising, in which pursuit he is very successful,
as is evinced by his flock of one hundred
sheep, his fine horses, and droves of sleek
cattle, his barns filled with hay and grain. 1In
fact, every detail of this prosperous farm shows
the practised hand and the well-trained eye of
the proprietor. Mr. Ewell owns eight acres of
orchard and also six hundred peach-trees.
Surely, as he rests from his labors at the close
of the day, and looks around him over his
broad acres, he may well exclaim, ‘‘The lines
are fallen unto me in pleasant places!”’
Eight children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Ewell, namely: Charliec H., who died
at the age of eight years; Manie C., living at
home; Fred D., now residing in North
Dakota; George L., at home; Frank O., who
died at the age of twenty-eight years; Ella J.
who married E. J. Kennedy, and lives in Erie
County; Elmer R. and Meed A., living at
home. Mr. Ewell is a member of the Odd
Fellows lodge at Wyoming, and also belongs
to the Equitable Aid Union.

NDREW J. WILLIARD is a well-
known merchant of Geneseo, N.Y.,

" whose extensive coal and lumber

yards, with offices attached, are con-

veniently situated at the railroad depot. He
was born in Portage, Wyoming JCounty, No-
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vember 1, 1828. His father, Alvasis Williard,
was born in New England in 1790, and was
reared a farmer and lumberman. In 1826 he
moved to the town of Portage, Livingston
County, N.Y., and established himself in the
lumber business so successfully that he re-
mained there until 1847. In that year he con-
cluded to change his headquarters to Geneseo,
where, with that capacity which is born of ex-
perience, he was able to follow his business
even more prosperously than before. He died
in Geneseo August 1, 1862, having passed the
allotted threescore years arnd ten, and leaving
behind him a record of faithful industry worthy
of the highest respect. The wife of Alvasis
Williard, mother of the subject of this sketch,
was before marriage Miss Lydia Albee, a native
of Massachusetts. She reared nine children —
Melissa, Frederick, Clarissa, Ephraim, Lu-
cinda R., Andrew J., Levi A., Lovett J., and
Samuel. This devoted mother of so large a
family was not unmindful of her Christian
duties, being an exemplary member. of the
Presbyterian church. She died in the town of
Geneseo, at the age of sixty-two years.

Andrew J. Williard spent his early years in
Portage, attending the district school there.
When he was fifteen, the family moved to Gen-
eseo. He assisted his father for a time; but
at eighteen, with the love of change incident
to youth, he concluded to go to work on a
farm. He followed this occupation, working
by the month and learning agriculture, till he
was twenty-six years old, when he rented a
farm for himself. At the end of eight years
he moved to Avon, and remained in that pict-
uresque and somewhat noted locality about
three years. Circumstances then making a
change desirable, he returned to Geneseo and
leased a farm of fourteen hundred acres known
as the ‘‘big-tree farm,’’ where he branched out
into the cattle-raising industry. This exten-
sive enterprise he carried on with his accus-
tomed zeal and sagacity for fourteen years, and
then turned his attention in a different direc-
tion by purchasing, in connection with Mr.
Shaffer, his present property, consisting of a
large coal yard, a saw and planing mill, lum-
ber yard, and accessories. After a few years
Mr. Shaffer sold his portion and interest in

the concern to Mr. Neff, who continues to be
Mr. Williard's partner. The firm has been for
some time known by the name of Williard &
Neff.

Mr. Andrew J. Williard was married October
3, 1855, to Miss Ophelia Bush. Their chil-
dren, four in number, are all living save Jen-
nie, who died early. Willis A. married Miss
Nancy Scoville, and is at present located on a
farm in Geneseo. Clara, the only daughter,
married Mr. John Lowry, a cigar-maker of the
town, and has one child, named Walter. The
other son, Fred, who after a course of study
was graduated from the medical college in
Buffalo, N.Y., is now a practising physician

of that large and enterprising city. Mrs.
Ophelia B. Williard died in 1877. She was
a member of the Presbyterian church. Mr.

A. J. Williard married for his second wife
his brother's widow, Mrs. Susan Williard, a
daughter of Miner Johes, a prominent farmer
of Portage, her native town.

Mr. Andrew J. Williard, the circumstances
of whose life are here briefly reviewed, is so
highly esteemed by his fellow-townsmen for
his intelligence, enterprise, and good under-
standing of men and things, that he has been
elected Supervisor of the town at three sepa-
rate elections, his Republican opponents help-
ing to give him, a Democrat, a majority of
one hundred and fifty votes. Mr. Williard has
filled other important offices, including that of
Highway Commissioner, as well as serving as
President of the Board of Education for three
years past. He attends and liberally helps
support the Presbyterian church in Geneseo.

Java Centre, is a most genial host, and
is also an important factor of the agri-
cultural interests of Wyoming County,
where his entire life has been spent, ‘he having
been born in the town of Java, April 27, 1847,
and here bred and educated. He is of Irish
parentage, being the son of James Markey,
who was born in County Louth, Ireland, in
1810. :
James Markey was left an orphan at the ten-
der age of three yeags, and was reared to man's

gOHN MARKEY, proprietor of a hotel at
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estate by kind friends. At the age of twenty-
one he sailed for America, and was landed on
the shores of New York after a stormy voyage
of nine weeks. He was an industrious and
ambitious young fellow, and in the city worked
at any honorable employment he could find
until coming to this part of the State. In
Wheatland, Monroe County, he worked as a
farm hand by the day or month, and by great
economy saved enough money to warrant him
in buying a tract of land. His first purchase
consisted of fifty-six acres in Java, which he
bought in 1840. A small clearing had been
made, and there was a partially built frame
house on the property. He cleared and im-
proved a farm, to which from time to time he
made substantial additions, until his property
aggregated three hundred and sixty acres of
land, besides an acre and a half in the village,
where he built a home, living there until his
demise in 1873. His widow survived him,
dying in December, 1880, aged seventy-six
years. While a resident of New York City,
in 1834, he married Margaret Kerwin, a native
of Ireland. Of the five children born to them
all are now living, as follows: Ann, the wife
of John Mooney; Mrs.. Kate Gallagher, a
widow; Thomas, a farmer; Mary, wife of
Thomas Murray; and John, of whom we write.

John Markey was reared to habits of indus-
try and thrift, and after leaving the home farm
spent some three years in the oil regions of
Pennsylvania, whither he went in 1865. Re-
visiting the place in 1869, in the month of
July, he began drilling for oil, working by the
day, and the subsequent year took contracts for
drilling. In 1873 Mr. Markey returned to the
place of his nativity, and purchased two hun-
dred and thirty acres of land from his father,
paying eight thousand one hundred and twenty
dollars, but being obliged to go heavily in
debt. In the fall of 1874 he disposed of all
but sixty-two acres. The following year he
sold the remainder of his land and bought a
farm of one hundred and twenty-five acres
which his father had formerly owned. In less
than a year he again sold out, and subsequently
bought a farm of eighty acres, on which he
carried on general farming for six years. -In
1880 Mr. Markey bought his present village

lot, and, erecting a commodious house and
barn, opened his premises to the travelling
public, December 22, 1880. The farm prop-
erty which he then owned he sold in 1882;
and in 1889 he bought a farm of one hundred
acres near the village, this farm being now
managed by one of his sons, George A.

Mr. Markey was united in the holy bonds of
matrimony February 9, 1869, to Anna E.
Twite, a daughter of James Twite, a native of
Erin’s Isle. Two daughters and three sons
have been born of their union; namely, James
W., George A., Andrew J., Estelle G., and
Anna E. Mrs. Markey passed to the bright
world beyond February 26, 1893, at the age of-
forty-five years. Mr. Markey has usually voted
the Democratic ticket; and he has served as
Constable and Collector for two years, and as
Highway Commissioner two years. Socially,
he is a member of the Select Knights.

ILLIAM GRANT, an carly pioneer of
the village of Moscow, in the town
of Leicester, Livingston County,

N.Y., was born on the present site of the State
prison at Auburn, N.Y., in May, 1804. His
father, Daniel Grant, was born, it is thought,
in Connecticut, and came from there to New
York State, locating in Auburn when that
locality was known as Hardenburgh Corners.
He remained but a few years, and then went
westward, penetrating the wilds of the Genesee
valley. After living for a while at Caledonia,
he pushed on to Castile, where he secured a
tract of land, cleared a farm, and here resided
until, advanced in years, he removed to Mos-
cow, to spend his last days with his son Will-
iam. Daniel Grant served in the War of
1812. His wife’'s maiden name was Eunice
Blanchard.

William Grant was reared to habits of in-
dustry amid the scenes of pioneer life, and in
young manhood went to Moscow to establish
himself in business. He was so successful
that in a few years he became a prominent
manufacturer of wagons and carriages. His
business soon increased to such an extent that
he purchased property in Moscow, including a
farm near the town, upon which, however, he
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never lived, but retained his residence in the
village until his death, November 10, 1887.
Mr. Grant married Julia A. Gorham, who was
born in 1807, in Fayette, Seneca County,
N.Y., and was the daughter of James and Ma-
rissa (Morris) Gorham, who were early pio-
neers of Seneca County. Mrs. Grant died
August 26, 1883. She was the mother of
seven children — William Murray, Phebe Eliz-
abeth, Daniel W., Helen M., Margaret A.,
Mary Marissa, and Justina E., two of whom
died in childhood. William Murray Grant
enlisted in the Twenty-fourth Indiana Bat-
tery, New York Volunteers. He died in the
hospital at Newbern, N.C., September 14,
1863, after a short illness, thus escaping the
terrors of Andersonville Prison. Phebe E.
was married at the age of twenty to Richard
Woods; and he and his only sons, Frank M.
and Frederick, are now successful business
men in Pasadena, Cal.,, Mrs. Woods having
died since their removal there. Helen M. is
the only representative of the family now re-
siding in Livingston County. She was born
in Moscow, receiving her early education in
this place, and, showing exceptional literary
ability, was sent away to school, and afterward
taught for a time. She was married to Beriah
M. Coverdale; and she and her husband are
the parents of four children— Eugene M.,
Nellie, Thomas, and W. Grant Coverdale.
Margaret A. and Justina E. remained with
their parents, tenderly caring for them until
severed by death, after which they sought to
build them a home in the sunny lands of Cali-
fornia, where they now reside. For fifty-two
years Mr. and Mrs. William Grant were per-
mitted to enjoy life together. Mrs. Grant won
by her gentle disposition and warm heart a
host of friends. Mr. Grant sustained through-
out his life a reputation for integrity and up-
rightness of character, and by his death the
community lost a valued member.

— —smeer

S/ EORGE M. WOLF, retired from ac-
tive business life, and spending his

declining years in pleasant leisure in
the village of Varysburgh, has accumulated a
comfortable competency, and is the owner of a

valuable farm of one hundred and three acres
not far from the village, besides which he has
twenty acres of land connected with his resi-
dence. His birth occurred in Alsace, Franco-
Germany, March 12, 1832; and his parents,
Philip and Elizabeth (Shoemaker) Wolf were
natives of the same province. The paternal
grandfather of Mr. Wolf emigrated to Amer-
ica, settling in Canada in 1834; and with him
came several members of his large family,
many of whom are still living there, although
the grandparents have long since passed to
their final rest.

Philip Wolf left France in 1846, emigrating
with his wife and two children to the United
States. They were ninety-nine days on the
water, the ship running short of provisions,
and being obliged to stop at the Portuguese
Islands for food. Mr. Wolf was a tailor by
trade, and worked at that occupation a year
in New York City. The following spring he
started westward with his family, having made
a contract with the Erie Canal Company to
be taken to Buffalo. Arriving in Albany and
finding that the canal was not open, he shipped
his goods to Attica by rail. He settled in the
town of Orangeville, renting a house from his
wife’s brother, Michael Shoemaker, who had
come there six years before. He subsequently
bought a farm of sixty acres a mile east of
Varysburgh, which he occupied for several
years. Later he opened a shop in the village,
and there continued in business until 1868,
when he bought a farm of one hundred and
eighteen acres a mile east of the village, where
he farmed until his death in 1882, at the age
of seventy-five years. The mother of the sub-
ject of this sketch died in 1852; and the father
married again, his second wife, the widow
Smith, being a native of the old country. Of
that union two sons and three daughters were
born, making a family of three sons and four
daughters, all of whom are living, excepting
Kate, a daughter of the second marriage, who
married a Mr. Burlingame, and subsequently
died in Iowa. The following are the remain-
ing children: George M.; Sarah, widow of
George Bauer, of Varysburgh; Augustus, of
Towa; a daughter in Orangeville; and a daugh-
ter in Perry.
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In 1862 George M. Wolf enlisted in the ser-
vice of his country, in Company H, One Hun-
dred and Thirty-sixth New York Volunteer
Infantry, remaining with his regiment until he
received his honorable discharge in 1863,
being a large part of the time regimental
butcher; and during the whole period he was
never away from his regiment nor in a hos-
pital. Returning to civil life, Mr. Wolf re-
joined his family in Varysburgh, and soon
afterward settled on a farm in Orangeville,
where he carried on fifty acres of land. In
1870 he disposed of that property, and the fol-
lowing year moved on to his present estate
in the village of Varysburgh and opened a
meat market, which he conducted profitably
until 1885, when he sold his interest to his two
sons, who are now carrying on a very success-
ful business. )

In 1854 Mr. Wolf was united in marriage
with Catherine Laninger, a native of France,
being the daughter of George Laninger, who
came over to this country in 1838 with his
wife and two children, the other child being
Sarah, widow of John Donhauser, who died at
Waukegan, I11.  The record of the two chil-
dren born of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Wolf
is as follows: George W. married Miss Lany
Broadbrooks, and they have one daughter.
John married Catherine Hoffower, and they are
the parents of one child. In politics Mr.
Wolf has always been identified with-the Dem-
ocratic party; and he has served the town most
ably as Assessor for three years, and during
the years of 1883 and 1884 he was Supervisor.
In his religious views he coincides with the
belief of the Presbyterians.

EROME SLATER WHEELOCK, are-
tired merchant residing in Cuylerville,
and for twenty years Postmaster of this
place, was born in Shaftsbury, Vt.,

August 9; 1823. His father, Joseph Wheel-
ock, was a native of Worcester, Mass.

His grandfather, Joseph Wheelock, Sr., was
born in Mendon, Mass., and was the son of
Benjamin Wheelock, a farmer of that town,
and Abigail Ransford, of Boston, Mass., he
being one of seven children. He was a miller

in his native town until he moved with his
wife, Sally Slater, of Boston, Mass., to Shafts-
bury, Vt., and here they spent their last days.

The younger Joseph Wheelock, who was but
eleven years old at the time of the death of his
parents, then went to live with Judge Olin, in
whose family he was reared. In 1828, several
years after his marriage, he, with his wife and
children, left Shaftsbury for New York State,
travelling by means of wagons to Troy, and
thence by canal to Rochester. The household
goods were taken on a flatboat on Genesee
River directly to Leicester, while the family
were obliged to take the stage to Geneseo, and
then hire a team to complete the journey to the
town of Perry, Wyoming County. Here Jo-
seph Wheelock bought land, and resided until
1831, when he sold out and purchased a farm
adjoining the Pine Tavern estate at the west
part of the town of Leicester. This farm was
a forlorn-looking place, with only log build-
ings; but in a few years many improvements
were made and frame buildings erected. At
the end of two years Mr. Wheelock rented the
Pine Tavern, the property of Captain Horatio
Jones, including a large tract of land, where,
in connection with tavern-keeping, he engaged
extensively in farming. In 1839 he sold out
his interests and went to Mount Morris, where
he leased the American House, which he car-
ried on for two years. He then came to Cuy-
lerville, bought property, and engaged in mer-
cantile business. In 1855 he went to Cali-
fornia, joining two of his sons who had previ-
ously gone there. Returning to Cuylerville
the following year, he here led a retired life,
and died when eighty years of age. He mar-
ried Anna F. Chappell, who was born in Mid-
dlefield, Otsego County, and died in 1893,
when ninety-four years of age, having been the
mother of eleven children — Jerome S., Rich-
ard, Nahum, Martin, John, Margaret, Anna,
Martha, Hosea, Mary, and William.

Jerome S. Wheelock was but five years old .
when he came with his parents to New York;
and he clearly remembers many incidents of
the journey, and the pioneer life during the
early years in the new home. He assisted his
father with the farm and hotel work until he
was-twenty-one, when he started.for himself in
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the grocery business. Soon after, he gave this
up for a short time and engaged in buying
standing timber, which he cut, and then rafted
the lumber through the Genesee and Erie
Canals to Albany. He again took up the gro-
cery business' for a period of five years, after
which time farming occupied his attention;
but, as this was not entirely satisfactory, he
resumed mercantile business, carrying a gen-
eral stock, continuing in this until 1884. At
that time he was owner of a farm at Conesus
Lake; and, as he had sold out his business,
farming interested him for a number of years,
until, finding a suitable purchaser, he sold out,
and has since lived practically retired. .

In 1847 Mr. Wheelock married Fannie J.
Howell. By this marriage there were eight
children — Emmer J., Richard, Elizabeth,
Anna, John, Willie, Etta, and Effie. Emmer
J. married Chauncey Duryea, and has two
children — Frank and Grace. Elizabeth mar-
ried Livingston Howell, and has three children
— Willie, Mabel, and Jennie R. Etta mar-
ried Angus McDonald, and has two children
— Annie and Elizabeth. Effie married David
Reed, and has three children — Annie, Mary,
and Jesse.

Mr. Wheelock cast his first vote with the
Democrats for Polk and Dallas, and his next
with the Free Soil party, for Van Buren.
Then, being one of the first to realize the
benefits to be derived from a change in poli-
tics, he assisted in the organization of the Re-
publican party. He was appointed Postmaster
under Lincoln’s administration, his commis-
sion bearing the signature of Montgomery
Blair; and the length of time he held this post
shows the efficiency with which he has served
the public, and the high esteem in which he is
regarded.

prietor of the Dansville Express, a
paper devoted to the interests of the
Democratic party and the people, is
prominent in the social, literary, political, and
religious life of Livingston County, of which
he is a native, having been born in Geneseo,
September 17, 1839. He comes of New Eng-

@SCAR WOODRUFF. editor and pro-

land antecedents. His paternal grandfather,
Oliver Woodruff, an honored pioneer settler of
this county, was born in Litchfield, Conn., in
1755, and, when nineteen years old, entered
Yale College; but a week after he enlisted in
the Continental army. Having served six
months, he re-enlisted, and assisted in build-
ing Fort Lee on the Hudson River, which was
captured by the British a month after it was
finished. He and others were taken pris-
oners, confined in New Bridewell in New
York, and kept there all winter, with but little
food, without fire, and every window in the build-
ing broken. An exchange of prisoners took
place in the spring; and, when released, thirty-
three out of the thirty-five men in Mr. Woodruff’s
company died in one night from over-eating.

Oliver Woodruff was among the original set-
tlers of the town of Livonia, having emigrated
to that town from Connecticut nearly a century
ago, bringing with him his wife and seven
children. He purchased a tract of heavily
timbered land, which during the busy years
that succeeded he converted into a fine and
productive farm, where he lived until his
death, at the venerable age of ninety years and
eight months, December 24, 1845. Of his
seven children that grew to adult life, nearly
all attained advanced age. Sidney, who mar-
ried Oliver D. Stacy, lived to be ninety-seven
years old, and retained her faculties to the last.
Hardy lived to the age of eighty-eight years.
Bushrod Washington, the father of Oscar, at-
tained the age of eighty-seven years. Ann
Sedgwick lived to the age of eighty-seven.
Olive and Birdsey lived to the age of three-
score and ten years. Steptoe passed away
when but sixty years old. Of this family,
whose longevity is noticeable, all of the sons
were named after military officers. The
mother died while yet in the prime of life, at
fifty years of age.

Bushrod W. Woodruff was born in Livonia,
May 26, 1806; and until fourteen years old he
assisted in clearing and improving the home
farm. Going then to Geneseo, he entered the
office of one of the first papers published in
this county, and learned the printer’s trade,
remaining there seven years. Beginning his
career as a journeymgn printer, he worked at
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his trade and as a publisher in Geneseo and
adjacent towns, continuing at his occupation
until 1860, when he retired from active pur-
suits. He departed this life at Dansville in
1893, aged eighty-seven years. He had great
force of character, was of a deeply religious
nature, and was a conscientious member of the
Presbyterian church. His widow, who is now
an active woman eighty-one years of age, makes
her home with her son Oscar. Her maiden name
was Sally A. Rose; and she was born in the
town of Bath, of which her father, James Rose,
was an early settler. She reared ten of the
thirteen children born to her and her husband;
and of these six are now living, Oscar being the
eldest. She is also a sincere Christian, and an
esteemed member of the Presbyterian church.

Oscar Woodruff received a little education
in the public schools of this county, and at the
age of seventeen years took a stool at the com-
positor’s case, in the office of the newspaper
which he now owns, and which was then
known as the Dansville Herald. He be-
came thoroughly proficient in the business of
the office, following the printer's trade until
1861, when his patriotic spirit was aroused by
the call of the President for volunteers in de-
fence of the Union. He enlisted in the Tenth
New York Cavalry, which was connected with
Gregg’'s Cavalry Division, and, having served
for three years, re-enlisted and served until
the close of the war, when he received his hon-
orable discharge at Syracuse. He actively par-
ticipated in many of the battles of the war, and
was three times promoted — first to the rank of
Second Lieutenant, then to that of First Lieu-
tenant, and afterward to the rank of Captain.
Returning to civil life, Mr. Woodruff once
more became a citizen of Dansville, where he
has since passed the most of his time, although
from 1873 until 1875 he was paymaster’s clerk
in the United States Navy. Having a decided
inclination toward journalism,for which he was
well fitted, Mr. Woodruff bought the Dansville
Express in 1877, and has since then de-
voted himself to its management. It is a
bright, newsy, and original sheet, and has a
large circulation, that is by no means confined
to party lines. This paper was formerly calle.d
the  Dansville Herald, and was started in

1850 by E. C. Daugherty and J. G. Sprague,
under the firm name of E. C. Daugherty &
Co., and was published in the interests of the
Whig party. About January 1, 1857, it
passed into the hands of the Know-nothing
party, and was under the management of E. G.
Richardson & Co. for three months. In
April, 1857, H. C. Page assumed control of
the paper; and at the end of that year it was
purchased by George A. Sanders, and changed
to an advocate of Republicanism. On August
1, 1865, it was sold to Frank J. Robbins and
L. D. F Poore, who on August 9 changed
its name to the Dansville ZKExpress, and en-
larged it from a six to a seven column paper.
In October, 1870, F J. Robbins became the
sole proprietor, and further enlarged it to an
eight-column paper, which he conducted in the
interest of Horace Greeley until the close of that
famous campaign, when he continued it as a
Democratic journal. On June 1, 1877, the paper
was bought by Oscar Woodruff and A. H. Knapp;
and they conducted it in partnership until Mr.
Woodruff purchased the interest of Mr. Knapp
in 1882, since which period he has managed it
himself, greatly increasing its circulation, and
bringing it up to its present high rank among
the leading newspapers of the county. .

Mr. Woodruff has been twice married. In
1869 he was united in wedlock to Mary Betts,
daughter of John Betts, a pioneer settler of
Dansvillee. Mrs, Mary Woodruff died in
1870; and in 1892 Mr. Woodruff married Miss
Nettie Carney, daughter of William G. Car-
ney, of Sparta. Mr. Woodruff has thoroughly
identified himself with the best interests of the
town and county wherein he resides, and is
now serving as Supervisor, a position he has
held since 1890, having been Chairman of the
Board one year. Politically, he is a strong
advocate of the Democratic principles. So-
cially, he is a prominent member of Canase-
raga Lodge, No. 123, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, and has held every office in the
lodge. He is also a member of Pheenix
Lodge, No. 115, A. F & A. M., and a charter
member and one of the organizers of the Seth
N. Hedges Post, Grand Army of the Republic,
of which he was Commander for two years, and
Adjutant for seven years.
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ZRA A. KELSEY, a late and much re-

! spected citizen of Castile, the central
town on the eastern border of Wyo-

ming County, New York, was a native of
Whiting, Vt., and the son of Charles C. and
Sally (Allen) Kelsey. His grandfather,
whose Christian name was also Ezra, was born
in Killingworth, Conn. He there occupied
himself with farming during most of his life,
and died at a ripe old age, leaving eight chil-
dren — Daniel, Henry, Charles C., Phebe,
Charlotte, Mary, Clarissa, and Eliza. Charles
C. Kelsey removed early in life from Killing-
worth, his native place, to Vermont, where he
was married, and very successful in the pursuit
of agriculture. His wife, Sally Allen, left at
her death four children — Ezra A., Giles C.,
Clarissa, and Mary E. His second wife was
Elmina Lake, by whom he had two children
— Charles and Sarah A. After her death he
he lived with his son in St. Lawrence County,
New York, and died when sixty years of age.
Ezra A. Kelsey was married at Whiting,
Vt., to Jane Kimball, who died at the age
of twenty-four, leaving one daughter, Har-
riet A., born May 11, 1846. This daughter
is now the wife of Edward F. Smith, a carpen-
ter and joiner of Perry, and has four children.
For his second wife Mr. Kelsey married Har-
riet N. Kimball, daughter of James and Sophia
(Taft) Kimball. Her . grandfather, Amos
Kimball, was a native of Connecticut, whence
he removed to Pittsfield, Vt., where he carried
on his trade of miller. His wife died in the
prime of life; but he lived to be seventy-five
years old, and died at Rutland, Vt. His chil-
dren were: James, William, Samuel, Edwin,
Lucy, Mary, Lucinda, Lucretia, Charlotte,
Martha, Eliza, and Lydia. James Kimball,
the father of Mrs. Kelsey, experienced in his
young days all the hardships and difficulties
of pioneer life. Setting out for St. Lawrence
County, he made his way without other guide
than the marks on the trees, and at length
reached that part of the wilderness where he
determined to settle. He bought one hundred
acres, .erected his rough and primitive log
house, and proceeded to clear the land. Grad-
ually the aspect of this wild region became
changed. A comfortable frame house replac-

scribed on Silver Lake.

ing the one of logs, and substantial barns re-
ceiving the bounteous harvests, gave evidence
of the prosperity of the owner. He died when
seventy-five years of age, and his wife when
she was eighty-seven. They left six children
—J. William, Harriet N., Eliza A., Mary
H., Timothy T., and Amos S.

Ezra A. Kelsey by his second wife had five
children, who may be here briefly mentioned
as follows: William A. married Sarah Her-
rick, has three children, and lives at Fort Cov-
ington, N.Y. Jennie S. married Warren J.
Fisk, has three children, and resides in Cas-
tilee. Clara E. married F. O. Adams, a
station agent of the D. & H. R.R. at
Unadilla, Otsego County, N.Y., and has two
children. Mary died at the age of eighteen.
Charles E. married Minnie A. Wade, and has
two children. - The youngest son resides on
the old homestead in the town of Castile, and
cultivates a fine farm of two hundred and fifty
acres, pleasantly located on the east side of
Silver Lake. This property formerly included
other land bordering on the lake, which has re-
cently been sold to summer residents, who are
erecting cottages and otherwise improving the
spot, making it a most inviting summer resort.
Mr. Kelsey in his early years owned three
hundred acres in St. Lawrence County, which
he sold in 1868, buying the estate just de-
In his later years he
took much delight in the improvement of his

land and buildings, and at his death, when

seventy-two years of age, left one of the best
farms in the town of Castile. He invariably
voted the Republican ticket, and was always
an interested member of that party. He was
extraordinarily energetic and ambitious, and,
being honorable in all his business dealings,
was held in high regard by his many friends.

OHN M. MILNE, A.M., Pu.D, prin-
cipal of the Geneseo State Normal
School, one of the most learned and
efficient educators in the Empire State,

was born in Scotland, March 3, 1850. His
father, Charles Milne, by occupation & miller,
who had received a common-school educa-
tion, came to America in 1852, settling at
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West Rush, Monroe County, N.Y. After a
residence there of two years he engaged for a
time in the milling business; but he moved
to Holley, where, as in Rush, he lived in re-
tirement for some years before his decease,
which occurred at the age of seventy-nine years.
Charles Milne was a man of strong charac-
ter and of much worth to the community, hav-
ing gained the respect and confidence of his
fellow-citizens, who sincerely regretted his
loss. The maiden name of his wife, Dr.
Milne's mother, was Jean Black. She was
also a native of Scotland, where she married
Mr. Milne. She was a most estimable lady,
possessing many rare Christian qualities, and
was the mother of six children, five of whom
were born in Scotland and came to this coun-
try with their parents. The eldest, William
J., who was a resident of Geneseo from June,
1871, to 1889, is now President of the Nor-
mal College at Albany. Charles D. is a
manufacturer at Rochester. Jean F is the
wife of E. D. Bronson, a builder at Holley.
Edward B. is in the United States army.
John M. is the subject of this sketch. Mar-
garet married Dr. Charles H. Glidden, of
Little Falls, N.Y. Dr. Milne’s mother
passed her declining years at Holley, where
she died at the age of seventy-two. Both par-
ents were members of the Presbyterian church,
and the father was a Republican in politics.
John M. Milne arrived in America at the
age of about three years, and resided with his
parents at West Rush, and afterward at Holley.
He attended the public schools winters, and in
the other seasons did farm work at monthly
wages. Agricultural pursuits, however, were
not to be the destiny of a young man of his
scholarly tastes and aspirations and his great
capacity for acquiring knowledge. He had de-
termined early to follow a professional or cleri-
cal life; and after four years at labor as a farm
hand he began the foundation of his future
career by entering the normal school at Brock-
port, where after four years of diligent applica-
tion he was graduated with high honors, in
1871, as qualified to be a teacher. He then
entered Rochester University, remaining there
one year. Having already acquired a high
reputation as a scholar, he now received the

appointment of instructor of Greek and Latin
at the Geneseo Normal School, which position
he held for seventeen years. In 1889 Dr,
Milne became principal of this well-known
seat of learning, which is one of the very best
educational institutions in the State, having
an average attendance of eleven hundred stu-
dents, and graduating an average of one hun-
dred annually. Under his able administration
the school has made rapid advancement both in
its curriculum and its attendance, being at
present the largest and ranking the highest of
any school of its kind in the State. Dr.
Milne has a corps of twenty-one efficient in-
structors under his direction.

It will thus be seen that the early ambition
of Dr. Milne has been realized, and he has
become a leader in a leading profession. Dr.
Milne is a devoted member of the Masonic fra-
ternity, being connected with Geneseo Lodge,
No. 214, and a member of Royal Arch Chap-
ter and Monroe Commandery, No. 12, of
Rochester. He has held many offices in the
fraternity, and has been District Deputy Grand
Master, the district over which he presided in-
cluding four counties. He is a member of
Alpha Delta Phi of Rochester University, and
received the degree of Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of the State of New York in 18go. Dr.
Milne is an educator of advanced ideas, ever
striving by the best means to accomplish the
most perfect results. In politics he is a Re-
publican, and possesses ample knowledge upon
all political subjects. His portrait, which is
presented in connection with this brief sketch
of his career, will be recognized with pleasure
by many to whom he is known by name and
fame.

farmer of Perry, Wyoming County,
N.Y., was born in New Jersey, June
8, 1822, son of Asa and Elnora
(Balkes) Dalrymple. The Dalrymple family
were among the Scotch pioneers of the State
of New Jersey; and Thomas, the grandfather
of John W., was a native of that State, where
he occupied himself with farming throughout
his life. He died leaving seven children —

gOHN W. DALRYMPLE, a prosperous
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John, Jessie, James, Asa, William, Elizabeth,
and Minor.

Asa, fourth son of Thomas, was also born
in New Jersey, and there received his educa-
tion. In 1826 he came to Livingston
County, and bought one hundred and twenty
acres of uncleared land in Mount Morris,
whereon he resided the remainder of his life.
‘He cultivated his farm with great care, devot-
ing himself diligently to the care and im-
provement of his estate, and at his death,
when eighty-six years old, left one of the
most flourishing farms in the vicinity. His
wife died in her eighty-fourth year, having
given birth to ten children. Their son
Thomas married Euphemia Weller; and they
both died in Nebraska, aged about sixty-two,
leaving four children. Eli and Samuel died
in infancy. Isaac married Mary Sherman;
and both are now dead, having left four chil-
dren. Susanna married Aaron Moyar, and
is now dead, four boys surviving her. Amos
O. married Frank Darling, had nine children,
of whom five are now living, and resides at
the old homestead in Mount Morris. John
W. is the subject of this sketch. Hannah
married Stephen Wisner, has three children,
and lives at Mount Morris. Ellen married
John Hunt, has one child, and resides at
Mount Morris. Levi is now dead.

John W. Dalrymple, after receiving an
education in the schools of Mount Morris,
adopted the occupation of farming, in which
he has been deservedly successful. One
hundred and fifty acres of land, one mile and
a half distant from the village of Perry,
constitute the estate to which he has given
his time and attention, and where he resides
with his wife and son. He has recently
remodelled the house, built two large, sub-
stantial barns, and added all the modern im-
provements which characterize the well-reg-
ulated farm of to-day. Mr. Dalrymple’s
short-horn Durham cattle have won quite a
reputation, and he winters also about two
hundred and fitfy sheep each year.

When twenty-nine years of age, John W.
Dalrymple was united in marriage to Caroline
M. Gladding, daughter of John and Margaret
(Sutton) Gladding. Her father was a native

of Greene County, and removed to Mount
Morris in the early days of that town. He
died when eighty years of age, having been
throughout his life a stanch Republican and
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church.
He was four times married, Margaret, the
mother of Mrs. Dalrymple dying at the age
of forty. Mrs. Dalrymple had three half
brothers and sisters, but is the only child
of the family now living. She is the mother
of three children: Edward, who died at the
age of twenty-two years; Emma, who was
married in 1876 to Willis Dalrymple, and
passed away in her twenty-seventh year,
leaving three children; John, who married

.Eliza Kempt, and lives at the homestead,

assisting his father in the management of the
farm.

The Dalrymples have always been allied to
the Democratic party, and John W. Dalrymple
follows in the footsteps of his ancestors in
politics; nor has he deserted the precedents
of his forefathers in religion, but, like them,
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
church. He is a man of foresight and good
judgment, by means of which he has gained
success in business; and he is held in high
esteem by his many friends.

ILLIAM A. FERRIS, a well-known
citizen of Lima, Livingston County,
N.Y., the former Postmaster at this

place, was born in Carlisle, Schoharie County,
September 8, 1840. His grandfather, Will-
iam Ferris, who was born in Wexford, Ireland,
came to America with an older brother when
but seven years of age. They landed in Nor-
folk, Va., where the brother remainéd, while
William worked his way up to New York
State, finally settling in Carlisle. In that
new and uncultivated country he purchased
land and spent the remainder of his life.
He was the first Supervisor of the town, hold-
ing the office for several years. He died in
1835 at the age of seventy,

Peter Ferris, son of William the emigrant,
was born in Carlisle, where he attended the
district school. He became Colonel of the
State militia, and iy known in the history of
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that county as Colonel Ferris. He worked
on the home farm until 1855, after which he
moved to East Bloomfield, Ontario County,
remaining there four years, and then, coming
to Lima, spent his last days in this town,
dying at the age of seventy-two years. He
married Sarah Van Every, daughter of Cor-
nelius and Maria Van Every; and they were
the parents of six children, namely: Corne-
lius, a resident of Ontario County; Thomas,
of Oswego County; Eleanor, who died at the
age of forty-eight years; Nancy M., who lives
in Canandaigua, Ontario County; William A.;
and Cornelia J.

William A. Ferris attended the district
schools in Schoharie and Ontario Counties,
and finished his education at Lima Seminary
in 1861. He taught school the following
winter in East Avon, after which he learned
the carpenter’s and joiner’s trades. July 19,
1862, he enlisted in One Hundred and Thir-
tieth New York Infantry, which was after-
ward changed to cavalry, and known as the
First New York Dragoons, and served under
General Sheridan till the close of the war.
His regiment participated in thirty-one en-
gagements, in all of which they lost heavily.
He was in the color guard for over two years,
and was Color Sergeant during the last year
of his service. He was mustered out July
19, 1865, at Rochester, after which he re-
turned to Lima, and entered mercantile busi-
ness, being employed as clerk for H. &
O. S. Gilbert. In 1866 Mr. Ferris went to
Shepherdstown, W. Va., where he was married
to Mary F. Smurr, with whom he had become
acquainted while his corps were fighting Jubal
Early in the Shenandoah Valley. Miss
Smurr was a daughter of John Smurr, a
native of West Virginia, who was loyal to
the Northern cause. She mended the torn
fringe on the flag which Sergeant Ferris car-
ried; but, as the Union troops were driven
from the town on the following day by the
rebels under General Early, he did not meet
her again until his return to the South to
receive her hand in marriage.

- They became the parents of two children:
Stella” M., who teaches school at Glovers-
ville, Fulton County; and J. Howard, who is

a graduate of the seminary at Lima and a
carpenter in Buffalo. Mrs. Mary E. Smurr
Ferris died in October, 1871; and Mr.
Ferris again married, his second wife being
Ann E. Ollerenshaw, daughter of Thomas
Ollerenshaw, who was a resident of Lima
and a native of England. By this second
marriage is one daughter, Mary E. Ferris.

Mr. Ferris was appointed Postmaster by
President Harrison in 1889, and served until
June, 1894. He has always been a pro-
nounced Republican, having cast his first
vote for President Lincoln in 1864. He has
been a Trustee of the village, and is a mem-
ber of the Masonic Order of Lima, and also
of the American Order of United Workmen.
The family attend the Presbyterian church,
of which they are valued and respected
members.

in the village of Varysburgh, in the

town of Sheldon, Wyoming County,

N.Y., is an alert, wide-awake man,
possessing good business tact and enjoying a
large patronage. He is a native of Varys-
burgh, where he was born September 29, 1854,
of Irish parentage, his parents, Thomas and
Jane (Crawford) Bryson, having emigrated
from Ireland with their two elder children in
1848. They had a long and tempestuous
voyage of six weeks’ duration, and after land-
ing in New York City came directly to
Wyoming County, settling at first in the
village of Orangeville. There the father
worked for a number of years at his trade of
shoemaking, which he had learned in County
Antrim, Ireland, where his birth occurred in
1822.  Subsequently removing to Varys-
burgh, he here departed this life in March,
1891. His wife, who survived him, dying
September 20, 1893, bore him nine children,
six of whom are now living, as follows:
James, a resident of Varysburgh; Anna, wife
of William Libby, of Varysburgh; John M.,
of whom we write; Mary, wife of Joseph
Beattie, of Mackeyville, Pa.; Sarah, wife of
Fred Austin, of Alden, N.Y.; and Hattie
M., a dressmaker. James Bgyson, the father

gOHN M. BRYSON, dealer in hardware
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of Thomas, followed him to America, coming
here in 1850, and bringing with him a part
of his family, who have since been residents
of the Western States.

John M. Bryson is essentially a self-made
man, having begun the battle of life at the
age of thirteen years, when he entered a store
of general merchandise as a clerk, being first
in the employ of Mr. Ainsworth and after-
ward in that of D. S. Davis. Having ob-
tained a practical knowledge of the business,
in 1874 and 1875 Mr. Bryson engaged as a
commission merchant on his own account,
partly for the sake of the profit, but more
especially on account of his health, which
was being seriously impaired by indoor life.
The succeeding two years he was again em-
ployed in the store of D. S. Davis, and while
there bargained for the stock and trade of B.
Marzolf & Son, of whose store in the south
end of the village he took possession on
January 1, 1878. In 1880 Mr. Bryson built
his present store, locating it on the opposite
side of the street, and eight years later moved
it to its present site. He carries a large and
well-selected stock of tin and hardware,
valued at from forty-five hundred to six
thousand dollars, and does a substantial
business.

On the 1oth of December, 1879, Mr. Bry-
son and Miss Lora A. Godfrey were united
in marriage. Mrs. Bryson is a daughter of
Stafford J. Godfrey, who since the death of
his wife, formerly Phebe Ward, has made his
home with her. Mrs. Phebe Godfrey passed
to the life eternal in 1884, being then fifty-
two years of age, leaving besides her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Bryson, one son, Frank A., who is
a clerk in Mr. Bryson’s store. Mr. and Mrs.
Bryson have two children, namely: Charles
G., born December 3, 1883; and Bernice,
born December 16, 1893. Socially, Mr.
Bryson is a Chapter Mason, and has passed
the chairs in the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, being now Past District Grand
Master.
lines in his political views, voting for the
man best fitted for the office to be filled. He
has no official aspirations, but is now serving
as Notary Public.

He is entirely independent of party -

LIJAH KENNEY, a retired farmer, liv-
. ing in the village of Byersville, West

Sparta, is deserving of honorable
mention in this volume as a worthy repre-
sentative of the agricultural interests of this
part of Livingston County and-as the descend-
ant of a well-known and respected pioneer of
West Sparta, where his father, Elijah Ken-
ney, Sr., cleared a farm from the wilderness.
Mr. Kenney is an octogenarian, having been
born in Montgomery County, April 20, 1811. °

‘Having started life for himself with but five

shillings in his pocket, he has gradually
added to his capital, till he is now in the pos-
session of a comfortable competency, which he
has accumulated by years of diligent toil and
a judicious management of his affairs.

His father was of Connecticut birth, and
lived in that State as a boy.on a farm, at
length removing to Montgomery County in
this State, where he worked on a farm for
several years. While there he married
Hannah Ament, who was born in Schenec-
tady, of English antecedents. In 1817 he
came to Livingston County, bringing with
him his wife and five children; and, buying
one hundred and sixty acres of heavily tim-
bered land, he built a log house, and began
the improvement of a farm. The country
hereabout was then clothed with all the gran-
deur of the primeval forest, in which roamed
deer, bears, and prowling beasts of prey.
With the energy typical of the New Eng-
lander, he labored to clear his land, and
with the assistance of his older children
made substantial headway in his efforts,
living there until his death, at the age of
eighty. Of the fourteen children born to
him and his faithful companion, twelve grew
to maturity, and six are now living; namely,
Elijah, Margaret, Susan, Louisa, Celia, and
Lester B. The mother spent her last days in
Illinois, passing away at the age of eighty-
three years, at the home of her son Richard.

Elijah Kenney spent his early years on the
parental homestead, working faithfully for his
father until twenty-two years old, when he
began working out by the month. With the
money he thus earned he went to Saginaw,
Mich., some four years later, but after a
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residence there of three years returned to
West Sparta. Mr. Kenney soon began buy-
ing and selling barrel staves, which proved
very remunerative. After his marriage he
bought land, and carried on general farming
until 1882, when he retired from active
labors, and, moving to Byersville, left his
farm in charge of his son. In the interven-
ing time, however, he had bought other
land, and has now two hundred and fifty-
two fertile acres, well improved and sup-
plied with all the conveniences for carry-
ing on agricultural work after the best-known
modern methods. In politics he is a stanch
Republican.

The marriage of Mr. Kenney with Lucy
Ann Pickard, who was born in 1817, took
place in 1844, in Nunda. Two children
have been born of their union, Celia Ann
and Carson K. The latter, who lives on
the old homestead, married Isabella Gray,
the daughter of Andrew Gray, a well-known
farmer of Ossian; and they are the parents of
seven children; namely, Maggie Bell, An-
drew Gray, Lucile, Carl, Janett, Clyde, and
Basil. Mr. Kenney is well informed and
much interested in local and national matters,
and is a zealous worker in the interests of
the Prohibition party and a regular attendant
of the Methodist church.

ENAJAH M. WARNER, the de-
scendant of an honored pioneer

family of Wyoming County, is iden-.

tified with the manufacturing inter-
ests of this section of the county, having car-
ried on a successful business as harness-maker
in Strykersville for more than twoscore years.
He was born about two and one-half miles
from his present home, in the town of Wales,
Erie County, August 8, 1824. His father,
Hymen Warner, was a native of Rutland,
Vt., born in 1797; and his grandfather,
Omri Warner, was of Scottish birth.

Omri Warner and an elder brother, who
was a Scotch Presbyterian minister, came to
this country prior to the Revolution; and
during that struggle for liberty the brother
bore his musket as a private soldier in the

patriotic forces, but on Sundays conducted
divine services. After serving for two years,
he died from disease there contracted; and
his brother Omri held his place in the ranks
until the close of the war. The grandfather
was twice married, and reared a large family
of children, each of whom had numerous
descendants, so that, when the subject of this
sketch was pursuing his studies in district
school No. 1 in Wales, twenty-one Warners
were there enrolled as pupils. Hymen
Warner was reared a farmer’s son amid the
mountains of Vermont, where he lived until
after his marriage, in 1817, with Sally
Richards, who was born in Conneccticut, of
Welsh parents. In 1820 he came to this
State with his wife and two children, and
settled on a small farm of sixty-five acres in
the town of Wales, paying four dollars an
acre for the land, and turning in as part pay-
ment the tcam of horses with which he had
made the journey. His family circle in-
cluded fourteen children, an equal number of
boys and girls, of whom five sons and six
daughters grew to maturity. One son,
Francis, now occupies the old homestead. A
daughter, Harriet, died at the age of fifteen
years, of typhoid fever, the same disease from
which the father died ten days later, in
March, 1851. The mother was accidentally
killed by a runaway team the following
November. The parents were honorable,
upright people, held in high esteem, and,
although not strictly orthodox Christians, sent
their children to Sunday-school.

Benajah was the recipient of good educa-
tional advantages, attending the Springville
and Albion Academies after leaving the dis-
trict school, and subsequently was engaged
in teaching one term. Attaining his major-
ity, he sought the newer country of the West,
going to Allegan County, Michigan, where
he was employed for six months in carrying
lumber across the lake to Chicago on a sail-
ing-craft. He became a victim of ague,
which lasted him for more than a year after
his return to New York. In 1848 Mr.
Warner began working at his present trade,
serving one year in Penfield, and subsequently
as a journeyman for two years in Pavilion and
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Fairport. In 1851 he removed to Strykers-
ville, opening a shop in his dwelling-house,
where his wife, who was a dressmaker and
tailoress, also plied her needle. Thus they
had a good start in life.

Mr. Warner was married April 17, 1848,
to Alma Hipp, who was born in Penfield,
Monroe County, N.Y., in 1825. Her par-
ents, John and Alma (Spencer) Hipp, both
died on their farm in Monroe County in 1880
within a period of two weeks. They left two
sons and three daughters. One son, Spencer
Hipp, was a soldier in the late Civil War,
and while a prisoner contracted consumption,
from which he died in 1867. The other son,
Albert, is a resident of Penfield. Mr. and
Mrs. Warner have three children, a son and
two daughters: Hymen, a resident of Buffalo,
married Julia Havens, and they have one son;
Hattie, wife of Frank Martin, a farmer, has
one son; and Effie, a dressmaker, lives at
home. The son learned his father’s trade
when a young man, and later became a black-
smith. He is a man of versatile talent, and
for some twelve years was employed on the
railroad, being an engineer nine years, and
is now a stationary engineer.

Mr. Warner, who is an intelligent reader
and thinker, a fluent conversationalist, and
a man of broad and liberal views, is a most
pronounced agnostic, bound by neither sect
nor party, and claims the world as his home
and all mankind as his brethren. He is in
general an  advocate of the principles of
the Republican party, although he never
hesitates to vote for the men whom he con-
siders best fitted for office, and for whatever
measures he deems conducive to the public
welfare.

AVID McNAIR, a well-known
farmer, and one of Dansville’s most
) respected citizens, has been identi-

fied with the agricultural interests
of this section of Livingston County for nearly
fourscore years, his birth having occurred on
a farm adjoining the one he now occupies,
November 13, 1818. He traces his ancestry
back for more than two hundred years to one

John McNair, who was born in 1690 in the
north of [Ireland, presumably of Scotch
antecedents, and was the first of the name
to put foot on American soil. He emigrated
to the United States, and settled in Pennsyl-
vania, spending his last years in Northamp-
ton County. His son John, the grandfather of
David, who was born in Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, was bred and married in Northampton
County. In 1804 he migrated to Livingston
County with his family, being one of the
original settlers of the place. This part of
the country was then an almost unbroken
forest; and, having the choice of the land,
he bought such a large tract that he subse-
quently settled upon each of his children,
the five sons and two daughters, a farm in
this vicinity.

Samuel McNair, the father of the subject
of this sketch, was a native of Northampton
County, Pennsylvania. In 1804 he came,
with his father to Livingston County; and,
having built a log house on the tract of land
which his father gave him, he returned next
season, and was married July 2, 1805, to
Margaret Mann, of Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania. They came immediately to
their new home, and here lived together
nearly fifty-three years. By death they were
but a few months separated, he dying at the
age of fourscore and four years and she at
seventy-five years of age. Of their ten chil-
dren three are still living, namely: Isaac,
aged eighty-seven years, he and his wife, two
years older, having travelled life’s pathway
together for sixty-four years; James, a resi:
dent of Michigan; and David, of Dansville.
The deceased were M. E., who died at the
age of thirteen years; Martha Jane, who
married William Pratt; Charles W.; Will-
iam; John; Samuel; and Sarah D., who
married William K. Mann. Both parents
were members of the Presbyterian church, and
ever active in religious works.

David McNair spent his eatlier years on the
home farm, obtaining a substantial education
in the public schools, and was for a while
engaged in teaching. At the time of his
marriage he took possession of the farm which
he now occupies, cogsisting of three hundred
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acres of the finest farming land to be found
in this part of the State, and has since made
a study of the best methods of carrying on
his chosen vocation, his place being one of
the most valuable and best-improved of any
in the county.

Mr. McNair was married in 1855 to Miss
Alice McNair, a daughter of Samuel McNair,
a farmer of Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
who, though bearing the same name as him-
self, belonged to a different family. Samuel
McNair removed from Pennsylvania to this
place, and spent his last years in the home
of his daughter, dying at the venerable age
of eighty-three. Several children have been
born into the household of Mr. and Mrs.
McNair, of whom we chronicle the following:
Samuel E., a farmer, married Hattie Perine,
the daughter of James B. Perine, of West
Sparta; Charles F.; Martha; Eugene; and
Albert Dewey. Charles F and his cousin,
C. W. McNair, are together carrying on a
substantial wholesale and retail nursery busi-
ness, which was established in 1874 by
Frederic, who was then a youth of sixteen
years, having been born March 20, 1858.
Eugene, who assists in the management of
the home farm, was born July 23, 1863, and
after his graduation from the Geneseo Nor-
mal School, went to Montana, where he
assisted in surveying the route of the Montana
Central Railway, after that being employed
for a year on the Northern Pacific Railroad.
He was united in marriage May 2, 1894, to
Miss Emma Tenney, a daughter of Silas
W. Tenney. ,

In his political views Mr. McNair was an
ardent supporter of the Whig party; but on
the abandonment of that party he identified
himself with the Republican party, being
one of the founders of this organization,
and, having cast his first vote for William
Henry Harrison, has never since missed a
Presidential election. He is very active
in religious circles and an influential mem-
ber of the Presbyterian church, having rep-
resented the church in the Presbytery, and
in 1893 had the honor of being sent to Wash-
ington, D.C., as a delegate to the National
_Conference,

ILLIAM J. PALMER, a retired
farmer and highly respected citizen
of Perry, Wyoming County, was

born August 9, 1827, son of Alton and Har-
riet (Beardsley) Palmer and grandson of Jared
and Mary Palmer. The grandfather was a
farmer in Connecticut; and, when but forty-
five years of age, he was killed by a falling
tree. His death occurred June 20, 1812; and
his wife lived until February 14, 1838, when
she passed away in her sixty-fourth year,
leaving five children — Lockwood, Alton,
Maria, Sally, and Eunice.

Alton Palmer, the second son of Jared, was
born in Connecticut in 1801. His wife,
Harriet Beardsley, was born at Oxford,
Conn., April 8, 1803, daughter of Jared and
Betsey (Bennett) Beardsley, her father being
a farmer and innkeeper. She was one of
twelve children — Polly, Alma, Harriet,
Clark, Bruant, Walter, Amy, Jared, Edwin,
Betsey, Lockwood, and Mary. Mr. and Mrs.
Alton Palmer had five children: William,
the subject of this sketch; Mary, who married
Mark Pierce, and died at the age of thirty,
leaving three children; Harriet A., who mar-
ried David Andrus, and died at the age of
forty-five, leaving four children; Martha J.,
who married David Andrus; and Jared, who
died in infancy. Mrs. Palmer was a member
of the Baptist church. Alton Palmer was a
Mason and an honest, upright man.

William J. Palmer adopted the life of a
farmer. He bought one hundred and thirty-
two acres of improved land west of Silver
Lake, and after remodelling the buildings
sold the estate, and bought one of one hun-
dred and seventy-six acres, which under his
skilful management yields excellent harvests,
and on which he has erected new buildings,
which greatly increase the beauty of the place
as well as enhance its value. This estate
is located on the west side of Silver Lake, in
the town of Castile, and is a most charming
spot, well meriting the care and attention be-
stowed upon it by its owner. In 1890 Mr.
Palmer bought a lot of land on Lake Street,
Perry, where he built a large and beautiful
residence, which is considered one of the
finest in the town. He is also the owner of
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another farm of one hundred and thirteen
acres in Castile; and this; as well as the
first-mentioned farm, is devoted mostly to the
cultivation of grain.

In 1854 Mr. Palmer married Marilla Toan
daughter of Thomas and Betsey (Harvey)
Toan. A sketch of Thomas Toan may be
found in connection with that of C. H.
Toan. Mr. and Mrs. Palmer have four chil-
dren, three daughters and one son: Nellie
Palmer is a musician, and lives in Perry;
Augustus Palmer married Viola Markham, has
one child, Marion, and lives on the old home-
stead; Augusta is an artist of exceptional
talent, whose work in crayon, water color, and
‘0il is well known; Lillie married Willard L.
Chapin, a farmer in the town of Castile.

Mr. William J. Palmer is a Democrat and
a firm supporter of his party. He is occupied
extensively in sheep and cattle raising, his
fine grade of stock having a wide reputation.
An energetic and worthy citizen, he merits
and enjoys the good will and esteem of his
townsmen.

EVI BROCKWAY is one of the much
respected citizens of the town of

Springwater, a farmer, residing on
his well-cultivated estate about two
miles from the village. He was born in Ot-
sego County, April o, 1816, and was named
for his father, who was a native of Litchfield
County, Connecticut. The elder Levi left
his birthplace at an early day; and, travelling
over the border to Rensselaer County, New
. York, near to Albany County, in that health-
ful as well as attractive locality, now the
resort of the tourist and the worn toiler of the
town, he spent his boyhood and youth.

In 1798 Levi Brockway, Sr., married, and
proceeded farther west to Otsego County.
He purchased a tract of land there, cleared
the forest growth, erected farm buildings,
and in time gathered about himself and family
the accompaniments of civilization. But
in 1828, the spirit of enterprise coursing
once more through his veins, he gathered his
household goods together, loaded the wagons,
and with his family set out on the journey

toward a new home. At length they reached
Springwater, in Livingston County, where
they found themselves in the neighborhood
of lakes and flowing streams and a country of
fertility well worth the task which was to
follow of preparation and tillage. The labo-
rious process of felling the forests and clearing
the land went on as before. Buildings were
erected, fences to mark boundary lines and
separate fields and pasture lands were set up,
gardens and grain-fields sown and kept in a
proper state of cultivation; and then, when
so much was at length done, Mr. Brockway
found that he was an old man. But he had
lived to see the result of his energetic toil,
and died in his chosen home in Springwater
in the year 1863, aged eighty-seven years.

In reviewing the life of Mr. Brockway, one
can but admire the pluck and courage which
dominated his whole career, and, in compari-
son with the shrinking from sinewy labor so
characteristic of the youth of the present
time, chronicle here words of respect and
praise for one who set so worthy an example.
Mr. Brockway's wife, mother of the present
Levi, was Miss Hannah Marvin, a daughter
of Abraham Marvin, a successful farmer of
Rensselaer County. They had a family of
four children — Aurelia, Lovina, Lucy, and
Levi, the latter being the only one now
living. Mrs, Hannah Brockway, who had
sustained a very important part in all the hard-
ships and trials of their career as pioneers
in Otsego County, died in the pleasant home
she had had a share in creating, at the age of
forty-nine years. She was a member of the
Methodist church.

Levi Brockway, son of Levi and Hannah
(Marvin) Brockway, passed his early years in
his father’s home, growing up under the happy
influences of farm and country life. Four
years he spent on the farm of his brother-
in-law; then, accompanying his father, he
came in 1832 to what is now the pleasant
town of Springwater. He assisted his father
in all the arduous work of felling the trees,
clearing the land of stumps and stones, drain-
ing the marshy portions, and making paths
and driveways. In 1849 he purchased a part
of the homestead groperty; and, beginning
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at first in a log cabin, as the early settlers
had done, he was able in the year 1863 to
take possession of his attractive and com-
modious new house. Mr. Brockway followed
general agriculture till within the past three
years, when he gave up the active cares
.of the place to his son, and lives a retired
and quiet life. His farm at one time com-
prised one hundred and seventy acres, all
under cultivation, and requiring a vast amount
of personal care and supervision.

Mr. Brockway was married in 1840 to Miss
Julia A. Root, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Amos Root, her father being a well-known
farmer of this town. They have had four
children: Zalida (deceased), who married
James Hudson, a farmer of Springwater;
Edgar, who married Eveline Hicks; Hannah,
who married Ezra Willis; and Zaide, whose
husband was John Salter. Zalida’s children
were three: Gertrude, who married Dexter
Price, and has one child, named Charley;
Charley, who married Miss Carrie Colgrove;
and Zaide, who married William Conderman.
Edgar’s children are Juliette and Ruth.
Hannah has one child, named Gertrude; and
the child of Mrs. Zaide Salter is named
Jessie. Mrs. Brockway died at her home,
January 22, 1895, on her birthday, aged just
seventy-seven years. She was a devoted
member of the Christian church.

Mr. Levi Brockway is one of the oldest
men now living in Springwater, having also
been a resident in the town with his family
longer than any other. After the labors of
the past he has now settled down to enjoy a
green old age, surfounded by his three mar-
ried children, three grandchildren, also mar-
ried, and one great-grandchild. Mr. Brockway
is a man of fine intelligence for one who has
depended only on what learning the district
school gave him in his youth. He has done
much to build up and advance the interests
of the town, and deserves, as he now receives,
the universal respect of his fellow-townsmen.
In politics be is a Democrat, though formerly
a Republican. He is a member of the
Christian church, where he has been Trustee
‘and on the Finance Committee. He is also
a member of the Building Committee,

LARENCE M. SMITH, Cashier of
the Citizens’ Bank of Perry, Wyo-
ming County, N.Y., was born in this
village, September 23, 1860, son of
Marvin and Miranda (Millspaugh) Smith.
His grandfather, Septimus Smith, who was
a native of Connecticut, went to Rockland
County, Vermont, where he spent some time,
and learned the carpenter’s trade. He mar-
ried Clarissa, daughter of C. Goodspeed, a
prominent farmer of Vermont; and after their
marriage they removed in 1817 to Perry,
Wyoming County, N.Y., where he continued
his trade during the remainder of his life,
dying when but forty-four years of age, leav-
ing a widow and nine children; namely,
Caroline, Adeline, Mark D., Luther, George,
Marvin, Eli, Fanny, and Sylvia. Mrs.
Clarissa Goodspeed Smith lived to be sev-
enty-nine years of age.

Marvin, the third son of Septimus, was
born in Perry, September 21, 1824. After
receiving his education in his native town,
he learned the machinist’s trade, which he
followed during his life, his death occurring
in his sixty-fourth ycar. Miranda Mills-
paugh, his wife, was born in Perry, November
22, 1834, daughter of Jercmiah B. and Susan
(Ayers) Millspaugh. Her paternal grand-
parents were Benjamin J. Millspaugh, a shoe-
maker of Newburgh, N.Y., whose patcrnal
ancestors came from Germany, and his wife,
Susanna Kimbark Millspaugh, who was of
French descent. Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin J.
Millspaugh had nine children — Ephraim,
Mary, Jeremiah B., Nathanicl, Cornelius,
Andrew, Margaret, Nancy, and Seers. Jere-
miah B. on his arrival at Perry bought a
farm, which he afterward sold, and during
the remainder of his life followed the trade of
mason. His death occurred when he was
seventy-three years of age, while his wife
lived to be eighty-eight, both having been
members of the Methodist Episcopal church
for fifty years. Their four children were:
Jane, Nathaniel, Chester, and Miranda.
Marvin and Miranda (Millspaugh) Smith
had four children, Clarence M. being the sec-
ond. The other son, Charles W., born
August 15, 18359, married Hattie Dugan,
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is an electrician at Perry, and has two chil-
dren. Addie- Smith, born March 6, 1862,
married Lester Bootsford, a merchant in Mos-
cow, N.Y., and is the mother of one child.
Hattie D., born February 22, 1864, married
Charles Toan, Superintendent of the Silver
Lake Ice Company, and lives in Perry.

After receiving an education at Perry
Academy, and when but sixteen years of age,
Clarence M. Smith began mercantile life as
a clerk in the store of F. O. Bullard. A
course of study at the Eastman Business Col-
lege in Poughkeepsie prepared him for the
duties of book-keeper; and he again entered
the employ of Mr. Bullard in that capacity.
Five years later he was engaged as book-
keeper and assistant in the dry-goods store of
M. C. Williams & Co. at Perry; and not long
after he accepted the position of teller in
Smiths Bank at Perry, where he remained
for six years. During this time he also kept
the books for the Perry Knitting Company
and for M. H. Olin. On March 12, 1888,
in company with several of the leading resi-
dents of Perry, he started the Citizens’ Bank,
accepting in the new institution the position
of Cashier, which he has conscientiously and
ably filled.

In 1885 Mr. Smith married Helen A.
Williams, daughter of Moses C. and Helen
A. (Bullard) Williams. Mr. Williams was
a very successful merchant of Perry. At his
death, when sixty years of age, he left a wife
and five children —Fred C., Helen A.,
Oliver, Charles, and Frank. He was a mem-
ber of Consolation Lodge, No. 407, A. F &
A. M., of Perry, and was a stanch Republi-
can. His wife and four sons now reside in
Buffalo, N.Y  Mr. Smith has been village
Clerk for eight years. He has always taken
an active part in the progressive movements
of the place, and was among the agitators of
the subject of electric lights, which method
of lighting was adopted by the village in
1893; and, when a company was formed, Mr.
Smith was made its Secretary. He is a
member of the Presbyterian church, of which
he is Treasurer, and is also a member of Con-
solation Lodge, No. 404, A. F. & A. M., of
Perry.

-waters of the Alleghany River.

ingston County, is well known
throughout Western New . York.
He is the direct descendant of distinguished
patriotic ancestry, who in the early struggle
for our national existence, when men’s hearts
were sorely tried, most efficiently proved their
strength and bravery in the defence of that
liberty which we are now permitted to enjoy.
Mr. Jones was born in the town of Geneseo,
August 15, 1815, and is the son of a no less
celebrated hero than the famous Captain Ho-
ratio Jones of Revolutionary fame, who was a
native of Northumberland County, Pennsyl-
vania, and was born in the year 1763. At the
age of eighteen Captain Horatio joined a
scouting company, which was organized for the
protection of the colonists under the command
of one Captain Boyd. This company did
some good service in the latter part of the
Revolutionary War; and Horatio, and most
of the command, were captured by the Indians,
and taken to Caneadea, where he was forced
to undergo the savage ordeal of running the
gauntlet. Life was at stake; and young
Horatio, being agile and full of nerve, made
the best of his slim chance, and successfully
passed through the awful trial. After this
memorable exploit he was adopted by the tribe,
and lived in the family of the Indian corn-
planter, who resided at that time near the head
Here he mas-
tered the Indian language, and after the decla-
ration of peace returned to Pennsylvania.
Young Jones then provided himself with
what little education he could obtain from the
somewhat meagre facilities open to him; but
he gained what he desired —a thorough knowl-
edge of the English language — and then re-
turned once more among the Indians. He
was appointed interpreter by General Washing-
ton, and shortly after settled on the east bank
of the outlet of Seneca Lake, upon a site since
occupied by the late Robert Swan. Here he
established an Indian trading-post, and bought
furs for John Jacob Astor. He remained here
a few years, then penetrated into the woods of
the Genesee country, and located in what is
now the town of Leicester, his being the first

HARLES JONES, a prominent and
" influential citizen of Geneseo, Liv-
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white family to locate in what is now Living-
ston County. Purchasing a large tract of
land, he engaged extensively and successfully
in agricultural pursuits. Here he resided for
the remainder of his days, and died at the
age of sixty-two years. Captain Jones was
twice married, his first wife being a Miss
Whitmore, by whom he had four sons, two of
them losing their lives in the War of 1812.
His second wife, and mother of Charles, the
subject of this sketch, was Elizabeth Starr,
of Cayuga County, New York, who died in
1844, aged sixty-four years. She was the
mother of twelve children, the subject of this
sketch and one sister, Jane, Mrs. Charles C.
FitzHugh, being the only ones now living.

The pioneer schools furnished Charles Jones
in his boyhood with the rudiments of his edu-
cation, the first one he attended being taught
in a log-house. He then studied successively
at Temple Hill, Geneseo, and Canandaigua
Academies. At the age of twenty years he
went to Greece, in Monroe County, to assume
charge of some property which his father
owned in that place. After two years' resi-
dence there he returned to Leicester, and be-
came extensively engaged in farming, which
he continued to follow until 1869; and in this
year he moved to Geneseo, purchasing the
residence he now occupies. It is a commodi-
ous house, built in a modern style of archi-
tecture, beautifully and tastefully furnished.
The grounds, which comprise two acres, are
laid out ina most picturesque style of landscape
gardening, with spacious lawns ornamented
with rare plants and shrubbery, together with a
great variety of choice fruit-trees.

The Rochester Savings Bank has a large
number of mortgages in Western New York;
and Mr. Jones is employed by the bank to look
after their interests, assess values, etc., an
occupation which takes up a greater part of his
time. He is a member of the Board of Con-
trol of the Geneva State Experimental Station,
and has been for many years a Director, and is
at present Vice-President of the Genesee Val-
ley National Bank. He was first married in
1845 to Miss Eliza Richmond, of Aurora, Ca-
yuga County, who died in 1849. In 1856 he
married Miss Sarah Cummings, of New Bed-

ford, Mass., who shared with him life’s joys
and sorrows nearly forty years. He was again
called upon to mourn in domestic sorrow, as
she was laid away to rest in January, 1894.
Mr. Jones’s only daughter died at the age of
thirteen years. It is a well-known fact that
there is no success like success, and that Mr.
Charles Jones has experimentally proved this
is apparent by his unclouded prosperity and
extended reputation. Although Mr. Jones is
nearly eighty years of age, the fourscore limit
seems to have no effect upon him whatever, as
he is bright and active, both mentally and
physically, and carries his years without the
least sign of a burden. For a speaking like-
ness of this worthy gentleman the reader is
referred to another page of the ‘‘Review.”’
As the names of ancestors and direct family
connections of Captain Horatio Jones are un-
avoidably omitted in the present sketch, we
take this opportunity of mentioning that the
late George H. Harris, the historian of
Rochester, prepared a history of that redoubt-
able pioneer, which will soon be published.
This will form a most valuable addition to the
biographical literature of the State.

; R. JOHN A. CHASE, a dentist of
Geneseo, the county seat of Living-
ston County, was born in Bloom-
field, Ontario County, N.Y., Feb-

ruary 16, 1832. His father, Joseph Chase,
who was a native of Great Barrington, Mass.,
was a well-to-do farmer and builder, and also
a man of patriotic spirit. It is related of him
that during the War of 1812 he set out with
a military company from Ontario County to
join the United States Army; but on reach-
ing Geneseo it was found that the British had
succeeded in burning the village of Buffalo,
and that their services were not required.
The company therefore returned to their
homes. The brothers of Joseph Chase were
David and Jonathan, of Royal Oak, and
Elisha, of Detroit, Mich. Joseph Chase died
in Bloomfield at the age of sixty-seven. The
grandfather of Dr. Chase, also named Joseph,
in early days a resident of Great Barrington,
located after a time in East Bloomfield, On-
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tario County, N.Y., where he carried on the
occupation of farming; but later he moved to
Royal Oak, Mich., and spent the remainder
of his life in that locality. '

Joseph Chase, the younger, married Miss
Mariam Adams, who was born in Bloomfield,
N.Y., in 1799. Her father, John Adams,
Jr., and her grandfather, John Adams, were
both men of note in the early unsettled days
of the country. The grandfather, who was
known as Deacon John Adams, came from
Great Barrington, Mass., to New York, and
was the first white settler in East Bloomfield.
He soon became a large land owner; and it is
interesting to note that where his primitive
log house was located now stands the railroad
station, whose cars directly connect with far
distant parts of the continent. The township
of Bloomfield, Ontario County, now includ-
ing Victor, Mendon, West and East Bloom-
field, was purchased of Phelps and Gorham
by a company from Berkshire County, Massa-
chusetts, of which the Adams family were a
prominent part. The elder John Adamns was
blessed with a family of thirteen children,
five sons and eight daughters, who all grew
to maturity, married and settled in the neigh-
borhood, and for each of whom he purchased
a farm. The sons were: John, William,
Abner, Jonathan, and Joseph. His sons-in-
law were: Ephraim Rue, Loren Hull, Elijah
Rose, Moses Gunn, Lot Rue, John Barnes,
Roger Sprague, and Asa Hickox, all of whom
moved into this region with their families in
1789. In all his intercourse with the Indians
Deacon John Adams was their firm friend.
He served as Captain of a company during
the Revolutionary War, and passed through.
this section of the country during his march
with the skirmishing expedition.

John Adams, Jr., also served in the Revo-
lution; and his grandson, Dr. Chase, recalls
the pleasing incident of driving him to Can-
andaigua in his old age to receive his pension
from the government. He had six children,
namely: General William H. Adams, of
Lyons; George and Alvin, of Bloomfield ;
Mariam, Mrs. Joseph Chase; Mrs. Sabra Hop-
kins, of Lima; and Mrs. Fannie Redmond,
of Lapeer, Mich.

Joseph Chase and his wife brought up three
children — William Henry, a farmer in East
Bloomfield; Ann, who married Calvin David-
son, also a farmer of the same section of the
State; and John A., the subject of this
sketch. The mother spent her last years in
Bloomfield, and died there at the age of sixty-
five. She and her husband were members of
the Congregational Society in Bloomfield.
The church edifice which belonged to it was
erected mainly through the devotion and enter-
prise of the Adams family. It was the first
one in all Western New York, and was built
in 1801. The church society was formed Sep-
tember 8 and organized November 15, 1795.
Its first pastor was the Rev. Zadock Hunn.
The first school was taught in Bloomfield by .
Laura Adams as early as 1794.

John A. Chase lived until he was of age on
the farm, attending the district school .and
the academy in Bloomfield. After leaving
school he went West, where he remained
about seven months, and then returning home
entered upon the study of dentistry with Dr.
E. F. Wilson, of East Bloomfield. He
began practice for himself in Castile, Wyo-
ming County, where he remained about a year,
and then coming to Geneseo stayed here four-
teen years. He next went to Avon for a few
months and from there to Rochester. Two
years later he returned to Geneseo, where he
has built up a successful practice.

Dr. Chase married in 1865 Miss Jane
Hardy, a daughter of Pridgeon Hardy, a well-
known farmer of Towa. She died in Geneseo,
August 24, 1893. They had two children,
one of whom survived childhood and grew to
maturity. Her name is Lillian Ruggles
Merriam. She graduated with honor from
the State normal school, and taught school
in Scottsville, She married Mr. John H.
Scofield, an agent of fire insurance; and they
reside in the town of Scottsville. They have
two sons, named respectively Ezra Chase
and John Adams. A daughter, Louisa
Adams, died early.

Dr. John A. Chase is a member of the
Seventh District Dental Society, of which he
has been Vice-President. He was also dele-
gate to the first, State Dental Convention,
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which met at Albany in the Assembly
Chamber of the State Capitol about the
year 1868, at which time was organized the
Dental Society of the State of New York.
Subsequently the State was divided into eight
District Dental Societies, the town of Gene-
seo being in the Seventh District. Dr.
Chase was a Republican in politics up to the
year 1872. Since that time he has been a
Democrat. During the War of-the Rebell-
ion, he placed a substitute at great expense
in the army, he being in no way holden,
either by draft or otherwise. Dr. Chase is a
Presbyterian, as was his wife. While he was
a Trustee of the Avon Presbyterian Society,
the present elegant church edifice was
erected; and Rev. H. P. V Bogne, the pres-
.ent pastor of the Presbyterian church of
West Avon, was installed.

RS. ELLEN A, MILLS BROOK-

INS, a grand-daughter of General

Mills, the first permanent white

settler of Mount Morris, Living-

ston County, N.Y., is a lineal descendant of
Rev. Samuel Mills, one of the earliest mis-
sionaries of the Geneseo valley. (A more
extended sketch of the Mills family is given
with the biography of Dr. Myron H. Mills.)
The father of Mrs. Brookins, Sidney H.
Mills, was born in Mount Morris, June 4,
1808. His youth was spent among pioneer
scenes, where he early learned to endure the
hardships and privation of such a life. In his
younger days Indians still lingered near his
home; and he became familiar with them,
thus being enabled to learn their language
and customs. At the time of his marriage
he settled on land belonging to his father,
occupying it till 1836, when he came up to
the farm in the town of Mount Morris where
his daughter and her family now reside.
When this land was purchased, it was heavily
timbered; but by hard work and perseverance
he succeeded in clearing it and erecting good
buildings. He resided here until his death,
“at the age of sixty-two. His wife was Julia
Angeline Parker, of Milo, Yates County,
N.Y. Her grandfather, Ezra Parker, of

-early English ancestry, was, as far as is

known, a native of Massachusetts. He spent
his last days in Michigan, where he died at
the age of one hundred years.

Joel Parker, son of Ezra and father of
Julia, Mrs. Mills, was born in Berkshire,
Mass., but moved from there to Sangerfield,
Oneida County, N.Y., accompanied by his
wife and one child, making the journey on
horseback. A few years later he removed to
the town of Milo, Yates County, settling on -
the bank of the lake, which was his abiding-
place for a number of years. He then went
to New London, Huron County, Ohio, where
he spent the remainder of his days. His
wife, Polly Benham, was the daughter of
James Benham, of Hartford, Conn. She was
born in Hartford on the fifteenth day of
March, 1776. When she was two years old,
her father moved to Dutchess County, New
York, where she lived until she was seven
years of age. She then went with her father
to Oneida County, and there lived until she
was married. Her mother, whose maiden
name was Sarah Sedgwick, was a cousin of
Noah Webster,,of dictionary fame. Mariam
Webster, Mrs. Brookins’s grandmother, mar-
ried Mr. Sedgwick for her first husband, Mr.
Hopkins for her second, Mr. John Marsh for
her third. Mr. Hopkins was killed by the
Indians. Julia A. Parker met Mr. Mills at
Mount Morris, where she was engaged in
teaching school, and married him when she
was twenty-one years of age. They had three
children, namely: Ellen A., Mrs. Brookins;
and two sons, James D. and Harris, both of
whom died at the age of twenty-three years.
Mrs. Julia A. Parker Mills died April 19,
1881.

Ellen A. Mills was married at the age of
twenty-nine to her present husband, James
H. Brookins, who was born in South Dans-
ville, Steuben County, N.Y., August 8, 1833.
His father, Silas M. Brookins, a native of
Sharon, Vt., was one of the early pioneer
settlers of South Dansville, where he resided
a number of years. He thence went to Wis-
consin, and securing a tract of government
land improved a portion of it, and resided
there for some time, but finally removed to
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Chickasaw County, Ia., spending the re-
mainder of his life at that place. His wife,
Lydia Thornton, was born in Bradford, Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Brookins have five children —
George W.; Nellie M., who married Andrew
N. Swanson, of Hornellsville; Mary; Ed-
ward; and Sadie, who is an adopted daughter.

Mr. Brookins was educated to agricultural
pursuits, which he has followed most of his
life. Since his marriage he has lived at the
Mills homestead, successfully engaged in
farming. Both Mr. and Mrs. Brookins are
greatly estcemed by their many friends in
Mount Morris, where they have so long
resided.

ILLIAM H. PAINE is a fine repre-
sentative of the native-born citi-
zens of Livingston County, sons and

grandsons of its stalwart pioneers, who are
now carrying on the work, which their ances-
tors inaugurated, of developing the resources
of this portion of our great country.

William D. Paine, the father of the subject
of this personal narrative, was born in Herki-
mer County, New York, in 1809, and there
grew to manhood. In 1830 he emigrated to
this section of Livingston County, and pur-
chased a homestead, which is now owned by
his widow and occupied by his widow and
daughter. He was a millwright by trade;
and, after getting well settled on his land, he
built a saw-mill, and manufactured lumber
from the timber cut on his own property and
on much of the neighboring land, carrying on
a substantial and lucrative business. He
worked with assiduous industry and untiring
energy for the accomplishment of his purpose,
remaining on his original farm until his de-
cease. He became prominent in town affairs,
his sterling honesty gaining for him the con-
fidence and esteem of his fellow-townsmen,
whom he served as Justice of the Peace,
Assessor, and Constable. He married Se-
mantha Rice, the daughter of Elijah Rice,
who came here from Cattaraugus County in
1826, being one of the pioneer settlers of this
locality. Two children were born of their
union; namely, Laura L., who lives on the

old homestead with her mother, and the sub-
ject of this sketch.

William H. Paine was born at the home
of his parents in Nunda on May 25, 1850.
He received excellent educational advantages,
pursuing his studies at the Nunda Academy
after he left the district school. Having a
predilection for agricultural pursuits, he
engaged therein at an early age, working on
the home farm the greater portion of the time
until his marriage, which occurred January
27, 1885, when he removed to a farm owned
by his father-in-law; and this he has since
carried on with ability and success.

The maiden name of the wife of Mr. Paine
was Julia E. Hitchcox. She was born in the
town of Nunda, being the daughter of Merritt
and Sophronia Hitchcox, well-known and
valued residents of this place. Inheriting in
a marked degree the prudence and practical
sagacity of his ancestors, Mr. Paine has in
like manner won the esteem and confidence of
the community, and is identified with the
management of local affairs. In politics he
is a true Republican; and his first Presi-
dential vote, cast in 1872, was for General
U. S. Grant. For three consecutive years he
has served with great credit as Supervisor of
the town.

RIFFITH JONES, a progressive
farmer of the town of Perry, Wy-
oming County, N.Y., was born in

Wales, May 18, 1832, son of William and
Catherine (Jones) Jones. The father was born
in Wales in 1800; and, having spent his youth
in his native place, when eighteen years of
age he came to' America, settling in Utica,
N.Y. The Erie Canal was at that time in
process of construction; and here Mr. Jones
found employment for four years, after which
he returned to Wales, and occupied himself
with agricultural pursuits. In 1838 he again
left his native land for America, here also
following the occupation of farming. Until
1849 he resided in Oneida County, N.Y., and
then removed to the town of Attica, Wyo-
ming County. Here he bought one hundred
and fifty-nine acres of partially cleared land,




BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 53

built a large house and barns, and became a
successful farmer and stock-raiser, also operat-
ing a choice dairy. He died at the age of
fifty-five years, and his wife passed away
when eighty-cight years of age. They were
members of the Presbyterian church, and he
was a Republican in politics. Their chil-
dren, three in number, were as follows:
Howell, who married Rowena Smith, and,
being killed in a railroad accident at Dale
when fifty-seven years of age, left a widow

and one child, Mary E.; Griffith, the subject .

of this sketch; and Mary, who died at the
age of four years.

Griffith Jones received a common-school
education, after which he bought the old
homestead, where he resided until 1873.
Having parted with the ancestral place, he
moved to Perry, and bought the old Benedict
farm, a fine estate embracing one hundred
and fifty-one acres, situated in the north-
eastern part of the town. In October, 1857,
Mr. Jones married Polina S. Smith, who
was born in the town of Attica, Wyoming
County, March 7, 1835. She is the daughter
of Henry and Lydia (Whaley) Smith, the
former a native of Otsego County and the
latter of Onondaga County.

Henry Smith was born May 8, 1801. His
parents were Isaac and Hannah (Hawley)
Smith, both of whom were born in Vermont;
and his father was a private in the Revolu-
tionary War. Henry Smith began the occu-
pation of farming in Attica in 1831,
remaining there till 1845, when he bought
one hundred and eighty-six acres of land in
the town of Middlebury, Wyoming County,
where he became one of the most progressive
farmers of that section. He died at the age
of sixty-six years, his wife living to be
seventy-six years of age. They had a fax:mly
of fourteen children, who may be thus briefly
mentioned: Lovina, born at Dale, April 25,
1823, married Martin Lindsey, and has two
children. Orrin, born October 4, 1824, mar-
ried Miss L. Whaley, and died August 27,
1884. George W., born March 17, 1826,
married Charlotte Peck, and both are now
dead. Minerva and Elizabeth died in in-
fancy. James'M., born February 12, 1831,

married Frances Johnson, and is a farmer in
the town of Middlebury, being the father of
two children. Harriet S., born” April 22,
1833, married Elisha Gay, a farmer in Mid-
dlebury, and has six children. Polina S. is
the wife of the subject of this biography.
Lovica, born February 6, 1837, married
C. V Lindsey, of Attica, and has two chil-
dren. Sarah A., born July 3, 1840, married
John Jones. Mary R., born July 16, 1842,
died June 23, 1845. Simeon S., born
October 4, 1844, died January 8, 1845.
Francis, born November 3, 1845, married
Rose Austin, and has six children. Alice
A., born October 24, 1851, married Martin
Stortz, and has three children.

Mr. and Mrs. Griffith Jones have two chil-
dren: William H., born June 4, 1866, mar-
ried Hattie Nichols, and lives at the
homestead; Frank M., born February 14,
1871, also lives at home.

Mr. Jones has improved his place, re-
modelling the buildings which formerly be-
longed to the Benedicts; and he has now one
of the best-managed and most profitable farms
in the town of Perry. His apple orchards are
well known for the excellent quality of fruit
which they bear in abundance, and among his
live stock are about one hundred fine Merino
sheep. Mr. Jones is a Republican in poli-
tics, has been Assessor for nine years, and
has held other minor offices. He and his
wife are members of the Baptist church of
Dale. He has shown much zeal for the wel-
fare of the community in which he lives, and
the energy with which he has carried on im-
provements both for his own interest and that
of the public has won for him well-deserved
success.

ENJAMIN S. COFFIN, Esq., of
Mount Morris, is a well-known and

esteemed native citizen of Living-

ston County, and one of its most
prosperous farmers. He was born on Septem-
ber 3, 1839. He is descended from the Nan-
tucket stock, from which is said to have
sprung all the Coffin race in America, includ-
ing many who have won distingtion in various
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walks in life. Its progenitor in this country
was Tristram Coffin, born in Devonshire,
England, in 1605, who came to New England
in 1642, and settled with his family on the
island of Nantucket in 1660. He was com-
missioned chief magistrate of Nantucket and
Tuckernuckett in 1671.

Peleg Coffin, the father of Benjamin S.,
was born and grew to maturity in Saratoga
County, being the son of a pioneer settler.
At the age of twenty-one years he made a
trip to this county, and in the town of Mount
Morris purchased sixty acres of thickly
wooded land, that purchase being included in
the farm now owned and occupied by his son.
Returning on foot, the same way that he came
to Saratoga County, Peleg Coffin married,
and in the following spring, 1823, brought
his bride to the place he had selected as their
future home. Starting with a yoke of oxen
and a sled, on which all of their earthly pos-
sessions were packed, they journeyed slowly,
until the sudden disappearance of the snow,
when they had to exchange the sled for a
wagon; and the last mile of the way he was
forced to cut a road through the dense forest
trees to the home of his brother-in-law,
who owned an adjoining tract of land. He
remained with the brother-in-law until he had
built a log cabin, and then he and his youth-
ful wife began housekeeping on their own
territory. Rochester, the nearest market and
milling-point, was forty miles away, and was
reached ouly after a tedious three days’
journey with oxen. From the wilderness in
which he settled Peleg Coffin redeemed a
good farm, and as the years rolled on con-
tinually added to its improvements, erecting
in time a good set of frame buildings. Here
he spent many years of active industry, living
to the age of seventy-one. His wife was
Susan Smith, who was born in Galway, Sara-
toga County, and died in Mount Morris at
the venerable age of eighty-six years. To
her and her husband four children were born;
namely, Latham, Walter S., Ruby A., and
Benjamin S. Mr. Coffin was a teacher, and
was also for several years a zealous and effi-
cient local preacher of the Methodist Epis-
copal denomination.

Benjamin S. acquired his preliminary
education in the district schools; and this
was supplemented by an attendance at Gene-
see College, in Lima, where, after studying
for three years, his attendance was interrupted
by the breaking out of the late Rebellion,
and he did not receive his diploma until after
his return from the scene of the conflict. He
taught school for some years both before and
after the war. In April, 1861, at the first
call for volunteers, inspired by patriotic
ardor, he enlisted in defence of his country,
and on May 7, 1861, was mustered into ser-
vice as a member of Company G, Twenty-
seventh New York Volunteer Infantry. The
following November he was promoted to be
Quartermaster Sergeant of the regiment, and
served in that capacity until the expiration of
his term of enlistment in June, 1863. Re-
turning to his native place, he shortly after
settled on the home farm, where he has since
resided, and which he has managed success-
fully and profitably.

On December 30, 1863, Mr. Coffin was
united in marriage to Miss Catherine Smith.
They have two children, a daughter, Belle,
and a son, George. A third child died in
infancy. Mrs. Coffin was born in Canan-
daigua, Ontario County, August 29, 1834,
being a daughter of Justin Smith, who was
born July 22, 1804, presumably in Cayuga
County. John Smith, her paternal grand-
father, was of German ancestry, and a native
of Maryland, whence he emigrated to Cayuga
County in this State at an early period of its
settlement, and reclaimed a farm from the
primeval wilderness. He married Catherine
Smith, who bore him several children, among
them being Justin, the father of Mrs. Coffin.
Justin learned the trade of blacksmith when
he was a young man; and after his marriage
he removed to Ontario County, where he
bought a tract of land about two miles from
the village of Canandaigua, remaining there
until 1839. Mr. Smith then came to Mount
Morris, and, purchasing a farm on the River
road, five miles from the village, there carried
on mixed industry until his death, June 3,
1879. He married Isabelle McFarland, a
native of Pennsylvagia, where she was born
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- March 3, 1805. She was a daughter of
George and Mary (Thompson) McFarland,
natives of the Keystone State, and of Scotch
ancestry. Mrs. Smith preceded her husband
to the better land, dying January 14, 1877.
She bore her husband six children, of whom
the following is a brief mention: Nancy, wife
of DeWitt Clark, a resident of Eau Claire,
Wis.; Catherine; George, deceased; John,
a resident of Mount Morris; Justin, de-
ceased; and William, a physician in Niles,
Mich. John and Justin both served as gal-
lant soldiers in the late Civil War, being
members of the regiment first known as the
One Hundred and Thirtieth New York Vol-
unteer Infantry and later as the First New
York Dragoons. Mr. Smith was in his early
days a Democrat in politics, but was afterward
identified with the Republican party. He
held many offices of trust and responsibility,
and was for many years the County Loan
Commissioner. Religiously, both he and his
wife were members of the Presbyterian church.

Mr. Coffin is a man of undoubted integrity
and the possessor of those sterling qualities of
mind and heart which make him an invaluable
member of the community. He and his es-
timable wife are consistent members of the
Presbyterian church. He has served as
Justice of the Peace for twenty-six years, and
for a number of years has been pension at-
torney, and in the matter of securing pensions
for deserving comrades has been eminently
successful. Mr. Coffin is a member of the

J. E. Lee Post, No. 281, Grand Army of the
Republic, and is Past Commander. He is a
member of Masonic Lodge, No. 122, A. F.
& A. M., and of Mount Morris Chapter, No.
137, R. A. M., and has also served as High
Priest for sixteen years. He is also a promi-
nent member of the Genesee Valley Lodge,
No. 129, American Order of United Work-
men, and of the Royal Legion, Select
Knights, No. 40. Mr. Coffin likewise be-
longs to the Survivors’ Association of the
Twenty-seventh New York Volunteer In-
fantry, of the First New York Veteran
Cavalry, and of the Thirty-third New York
Volunteer Infantry, having been for two
years President of the association, and is at

the present time serving as Secretary and
Treasurer. Mr. Coffin is also a member, and
was President, of the Livingston County
Grand Army of the Republic, and was Presi-
dent of the Farmers’ Pioneer Association em-
bracing the towns of Mount Morris, Nunda, and
Portage.

IRAM F. NICHOLS, M.D., a well-
known and successful physician of
Wyoming County, whose office is at
No. 46 Market Street, Attica, has
won a fine reputation for skill, and has built
up an extensive practice in Attica and the sur-
rounding country. He is a native of this
county, Bennington being the place of his
birth, and May 25, 1846, the date thereof.
His father, Jacob H. Nichols, was born in the
town of Attica in September, 1816, being a
son of Abijah Nichols, one of the six original
settlers of this locality.

Abijah Nichols was born in Brimfield,
Mass., in 1776, and was one of the five sons of
Malachi Nichols, a life-long resident of the
Bay State. The other sons were: Asher, for
many years a practising physician of the town
of Portage in this State; Gail; Willis; and
Perley. Abijah Nichols married Polly Howe,
one of New England’s daughters; and the first
years of their wedded life were spent in Attica.
In 1822 he removed to Orleans County, in
order that he might better attend to his duties
as one of the sub-contractors of the Erie Canal.
After his death, which occurred in 1832, his
family returned to Attica, and settled on the
hill four miles south of the town, in what was
then called Arabia. His widow, who lived to
the venerable age of ninety-two years, died in
Alexander in 1870. She bore her husband
fifteen children, twelve sons and three daugh-
ters, of whom but two are now living—A. J.
Nichols, an octogenarian; and Jacob H., the
Doctor’s father. One daughter, Abigail, the
widow of John E. Smith, who was killed while
in service during the late Rebellion, died in
June, 1894, at the advanced age of eighty-two
years.

Jacob H. Nichols, a prominent and practical
farmer of Bennington, is stiu actively en-
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gaged in agricultural pursuits, and, although
in the seventy-ninth year of his age, cradled
grain on his farm the past season. His wife,
five years younger, whom he married August
7, 1842, is as strong mentally and physically
as most women in the prime of life. They
celebrated their golden wedding on Monday,
August 8, 1892. Her maiden name was Jane
Latimer. She was born in the town of Ben-
nington, this county, May 20, 1821, being a
daughter of Hezekiah and Obedience (Butler)
Latimer, both of whom were natives of Con-
necticut. Mrs. Latimer, the Doctor’s maternal
grandmother, was born September 11, 1787, at
the home of her parents, Josiah and Hannah
Butler, in Northington, Conn.; and her mar-
riage with Hezekiah Latimer was solemnized
December 25, 1808. The following year the
young couple emigrated to New York, locating
in Bennington, Wyoming County, or, as it
was then called, Sheldon, Genesee County.
On their way thither their hardships began,
the bride being obliged at times to leave the
ox wagon and wade through the swamps and
morasses with her shoes and stockings in her
hands. The humble log cabin which they
reared in the wilderness was often menaced by
the prowling wolves, the blanket serving for
a door being but little protection. In 1812,
being obliged to flee from the Indians, they
took their only child to Cortland County,
where they remained until after the birth of
their second child. Mr. Latimer, who was a
soldier in the War of 1812, died at an ad-
vanced age, April 5, 1865. His widow, sur-
viving him, lived until May 6, 1879.

Jacob H. and Jane Nichols had two chil-
dren — Hiram F.; and his sister, Emma C,,
herself a practising physician, and the wife
of Dr. Milton H. Carey, of Buffalo, N.Y.
Hiram was reared to farm life, and after leav-
ing the district school was engaged in teaching
thirteen terms. In 1870 he began the study
of medicine with Dr. C. W. Howe, of Cowles-
ville, subsequently entered the physio-medical
school at Indianapolis, and was graduated from
that institution in 1882. Dr. Nichols began
the practice of his profession in Bennington
Centre, the place of his nativity, going thence
to Cowlesville, where he remained four years,

meeting with excellent success. In 1887 he
came to Attica; and the following year, having
established a good practice here, he bought his
present residence and office. He has been
eminently prosperous in his professional work,
and is conceded to be one of the brightest and
ablest medical men in this section of the
county.

Dr. H. F Nichols was married June 21,
1868, to Etta M. Lindsay, of Erie County.

Mrs. Nichols is a daughter of the late See-
ley and Eunice (Munger) Lindsay, the former
of whom was born in Chautauqua County, and
the latter in the town of Bennington. Her
father died when she was an infant, in 1853,
leaving his widow with five living children.
The mother died five years later. Of the ten
children born to her, six are now living, two
daughters being residents of Washington, two
sons residing in the State of Minnesota, Mrs.
Nichols in Attica, and a half-sister in Batavia.
The Doctor and his wife have four children.
The eldest child, a boy, died in infancy.
Mae, who was graduated from the Attica High
School in 1894, with a higher record than any
previous graduate, is in Rochester, where she
is employed in writing. Francis M. is a boy
of nine years, and Alice Maud a beautiful
child of six years. In politics Dr. Nichols
affiliates with the Republican party; and, so-
cially, he is a prominent member of the Odd
Fellows, having passed the chairs, and now
belonging to the encampment. Mrs. Nichols
is an esteemed and active member of the Bap-
tist church, and a member of the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union.

YRON VAN DUSEN, who is prop-

erly ranked as one of the self-made

men of Livingston County, began

the battle of life with health,

strength, and brain as his sole capital; and,
thus endowed, he has risen to a position of
wealth and importance in the community. He
has been prospered in all of his ventures, his
tireless industry and economy, combined with
foresight and a sound judgment, meeting with
a deserved reward. He wisely chose that for
his future calling to which he was best adapted
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both by nature and experience; and, as a
farmer, stock-raiser, and a dealer in cattle, he
has been eminently successful. He was born
in Stafford, Genesee County, January 18,
1816. His father, Henry Van Dusen, was a
native of Queensbury, Warren County; and
his grandfather, John Van Dusen, was, it is
thought, a life-long resident of the Empire
State. He served as a Continental soldier
during the War of the Revolution, and after-
ward carried on general farming in Queens-
bury, where he lived to a good old age.
Henry Van Dusen, having been reared and
married in the place of his birth, removed to
Genesee County in 1814, the tedious journey
thither with his wife and two children being
made with teams, and occupying twenty-seven
days. He bought land in the Poultney tract,
located in the town of Stafford, where he was
one of the earliest settlers. He erected a log
cabin in the wilderness; but ere its comple-
tion it was burned, and out of his scanty
means he had to build another. Western New
York was then an almost trackless forest, and
the deer were so plentiful that the pioneers
had hard work to ‘keep them from destroying
their wheat. There being neither markets nor
mills within convenient distance, they main-
tained life from the products of the soil and
the game to be found in the forest. In 1827
Henry Van Dusen sold his partly improved
farm, and removed to the town of Centreville,
Allegany County, where he was numbered
among the pioneers. Paying two dollars and a
half an acre for a tract of land in the Holland
Patent, he built a log house, and began the
task’ of clearing a farm from the timber. He
met with various misfortunes, and finally lost
all of his property, but remained in the town
until the end of his life, which covered a
period of threescore and ten years, He mar-
ried Eliza Walcup, a native of Queensbury,
and the daughter of Aaron Walcup. She bore
him thirteen children, and outlived him,
spending fourscore years upon this earth.
Myron Van Dusen was the third child in
order of birth of the parental household; and
at the age of seventeen years he became self-
supporting, starting out in the world without a
penny in his pocket. His first employment

was chopping wood, and for the first one hun-
dred cords he received eighteen dollars. He
continued working by the day, month, or year,
and, being very industrious and exceedingly
frugal, accumulated a small sum of money,
which in 1844 he invested in land, buying
eighty acres in the town of Caneadea, Allegany
County, where he engaged in general farming.
As the years rolled by, Mr. Van Dusen grad-
ually enlarged his operations, in addition to
tilling the soil, being extensively engaged in
buying and selling cattle, and has met with
profitable returns as a dealer in real estate, his
landed property being located in three different
counties and comprising seven hundred val-
uable acres.

Mr. Van Dusen has been twice married.
The maiden name of his first wife, to whom he
was united in 1840, was Elizabeth Boynton.
She was born in 1820 in Genesee County, of
New England parentage, being a daughter of
William and Tryphena (Reynolds) Boynton,
both of whom were natives of Maine and pio-
neers. of Genesee County, New York. The
father was a farmer by occupation, and a sol-
dier in the War of 1812. Mrs. Elizabeth Van
Dusen proved a faithful helpmate and an able
assistant in his pioneer labors, seconding his
efforts while he was laying the foundation for
his present fortune, managing her domestic
affairs with wisdom and economy; and in the
early days of their wedded life she dressed her
family in homespun garments of her own manu-
facture. On December 20, 1890, she passed
to the joys of eternal life, leaving four chil-
dren — Emily, Laura, Melva, and Milton E.

On November 3, 1891, Mr. Van Dusen was
married to Mrs. Lenora (Parks) Hagadorn, a
native of Scipio, Cayuga County, N.Y., where
her birth occurred December 2, 1820. Her
father, William Parks, was born in Washing-
ton County, New York, whence his father,
Joel Parks, Esq., migrated to Cayuga County,
being a pioneer of the town of Scipio. He
bought land there, and, taking advantage of its
excellent water-power, erected a saw and grist
mill, and also a carding and fulling mill. He
engaged in general farming, and likewise oper-
ated his mills, until a heavy freshet destroyed
the dam and ruined him finanqially, when he
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removed to Canada, settling on the Grand
River, where he rounded out nearly a century
of life. He was a man of exceeding enterprise
and ability, and during his residence in Scipio
was a Justice of the Peace. The maiden name
of his wife was Chloe Browning. Her son
William, who was associated with his father in
farming and milling in Cayuga County, went
with him to Canada, where he resided several
years. He then returned to New York, and
purchased a home in the town of Granger, Al-
legany County, living there until his death, at
the age of eighty-one years. He married Eliz-
abeth Marithew, a native of Washington
County, and a daughter of John and Martha
(Taylor) Marithew.

Lenora (Mrs. Van Dusen), daughter of Will-
iam and Elizabeth (Marithew) Parks, remained
beneath the parental roof until her marriage,
in 1840, to Joseph La Rue, who was born in
Washington County, New Jersey, being a son
of John and Mary (Lake) La Rue, natives of
the same State. Mr. La Rue was a farmer by
occupation, and also an innkeeper at Brooks’s
Grove, where he departed this life at the age
of forty-two years. Mrs. Lenora (Parks) La
Rue subsequently married William Hagadorn,
a farmer, who was a native of Cayuga County,
but removed to Mount Morris, where he died
at the age of sixty-eight years. Some time
afterward, as before mentioned, his widow be-
came the wife of Mr. Myron Van Dusen.
Mrs. Van Dusen has two sons living, both
born of her first marriage, their names being
Frank A. La Rue and Fred J. La Rue. She
is a woman of strong Christian principles, and
is an esteemed member of the Presbyterian
church, to which her two former husbands
belonged.

RLONDO W. BARKER, a farmer of
large experience, sagacious, and prac-
tical in the management of his af-
fairs, is numbered among the most

successful and well-to-do of the agriculturists
who are pushing forward the material interests
of Livingston County in general and of the
town of Nunda in particular. He has tilled
the soil to some purpose, as is shown by the

appearance of his fine property, which is ad-
joining the Barker homestead, where he was
reared, the date of his birth being January 2,
1826. He is a grandson of Munson Barker, a
native of Connecticut, a member of a well-
known New England family, who was a pioneer
of Oneida County.

Seth S. Barker, son of Munson and father of
Orlondo, was born in Augusta, Oneida County,
and there lived until after his marriage. In
1821 he came with his bride to this county,
bringing all of their household goods across
the country with teams, and settled in Nunda.
On East Hill he took up a tract of land nearly
all covered with pine, oak, or chestnut -trees
and on which there stood a partially built log
house that had been abandoned by a timid
pioneer on account of the appearance of a
snake. This house the family occupied for a
few weeks before the roof was put on it. Mr.
Barker was one of the first settlers in that part
of Nunda; and, having been deceived by a
bogus agent, he was forced, after living there
awhile, to pay for his land the second time.
He succeeded in clearing a good portion of his
one hundred and twenty-five acres, and added
improvements equal to the finest in the town.
He built a commodious frame dwelling-house,
and remained on the homestead until his death
in January, 1893, having lived to the venera-
ble age of nearly ninety-two years. He wasa
man of influence among his fellow-associates,
and served as Assessor of the town for several
years. He married Sarah Durfee, a native of
Rhode Island, who died in 1884, at the age of
fourscore and two years. They reared three
children — Munson, Orlondo W., and Jus-
tus L.

Orlondo W. Barker was educated in the dis-
trict schools of Nunda, assisted in the farm
labors that fell to his share, and, after arriving
at man’s estate, continued working with his
father until his marriage. He had previously
purchased a piece of land of sixty-eight acres,
on which he then built a fine residence, which
is' located in that part of Nunda known as
Barkertown.

Mr. Barker wooed and won for his life com-
panion a most estimable young woman, Miss
Mary E. Swain, their npptials being celebrated
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in 1857. Mrs. Barker also comes of honored
New England ancestry, her paternal grand-
father, Samuel Swain, having been a native of
Massachusetts, whence he emigrated in 1818
to this county, first locating in what is now
the town of Portage. After moving to Nunda,
he and his son erected a saw and grist mill,
the first in Nunda, and carried on an extensive
business, rafting their lumber down the river
to Rochester. They also built a woollen fac-
tory. Alfred Swain, son of Samuel, married
Gertrude Pittenger; and Mary E., Mrs. Bar-
ker, was the eldest child born of their union.
Her brothers and sisters are: Harriet, Sophia,
Susan, Cornelia, G. Jennie, Samuel A., W.
Edward, and Fred F., all of whom are es-
teemed members of society. Jennie, a tal-
ented and highly educated young lady, is a
teacher of art at the Female Seminary in Nor-
folk, N.C. Fred F., the inventor of the
lubricator that bears his name, and that is
manufactured in Chicago, was recently shot by
a discharged employee, the wound, however,
not proving fatal.

Of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Barker
two children have been born—S. Inelle and
Ethel May. Inelle is the wife of Ray Durfee,
of Batavia. Ethel married Dr. C.. T. Hood,
professor of mental and nervous diseases at the
Homceopathic Hospital in Chicago, Ill. ; and
they are the parents of two children— Grace
G. and Ethel May. Mr. and Mrs. Barker
have also brought up as their own the son of
an old soldier, Williec Barker, whom they took
when he was an infant of four months.  Politi-
cally, Mr. Barker is a firm adherent of the Re-
publican party, and, though no aspirant for
official honors, takes an intelligent interest in
local and national matters.

ICHARD McMASTER, a representa-

tive agriculturist of this part of Liv-

ingston County, is a well-known

resident of the town of West Sparta,

where he is an extensive landholder, owning
three valuable farms, all of which give sub-
stantial evidence of his ability in farming and
bespeak his intelligence and thrift. He is a
pative citizen, born November 29, 1825. Rich-

ard McMaster, the first of his ancestors of whom
he has any record, was a native of Dublin, Ire-
land, and followed the sea for a living. In
one of his voyages this hardy mariner came to
America, and he subsequently brought his
family to this country. He continued his sea-
faring life, and eventually found a grave in the
ocean. His son, Edward McMaster, served in
the War of the Revolution, was taken prisoner
during one of the battles, and came very near
dying before he was exchanged, but recovered,
and afterward joined the brave minute-men.
He spent his last years in Pennsylvania, living
to a ripe old age.

Ebenezer McMaster, son of Edward, was
born in Trenton, and was reared to a farmer's
life. In 1806 he came to Livingston County,
being one of the early settlers of West Sparta,
where he bought a tract of unimproved land
and began to clear a farm. He later moved to
Kyserville in the same town, and in 1832
bought the farm now owned and occupied by
the subject of this sketch. Here he lived and
labored with unceasing toil, clearing and cul-
tivating a comfortable homestead, on which he
resided throughout the remaining yecars of his
carthly existence. He was a man of exem-
plary habits, possessing a sound and robust
constitution, and lived to the advanced age of
ninety-five years. He married Betscy Canada,
who bore him twelve children that grew to
adult life, four of them being now on carth;
namely, James, Ebenezer, Philemon, and
Richard. The mother likewise spent her last
years on this farm, dying at the age of seventy-
nine years. Both parents were decply relig-
ious people, worthy members of the Baptist
church.

Richard McMaster spent the days of his
youth on the home farm, assisting his father
in advancing its improvement and cultivation.
After the death of his parents he came into the
possession of the old homestead, which is
finely located in West Sparta, about six miles
from the village of Dansville, and contains one
hundred and thirty acres of fine farming land.
Mr. McMaster has also accumulated much
other landed property, being the owner of two
other farms not far distant, onc containing one
hundred and eight acres, and the other one
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hundred and fifty-one acres, and in addition
thereto has three hundred acres of land on the
“flats.”” He carries on genetal farming in a
manner worthy of emulation, reaping rich re-
wards for his industry and enterprise. He
pays a good deal of attention to stock-raising,
and keeps fourteen horses and three hundred
sheep, besides other stock. )

Mr. McMaster was united in marriage in
1877 with Theresa A. Wilhelm, the daughter
of John Wilhelm, a farmer, and one of the
pioneer settlers of Sparta. Their hearts have
been gladdened by the birth of two promising
children — John Wilhelm and Verner. Mr.
McMaster is a stanch supporter of the views of
the Republican party, and an effective worker
in political circles. Religiously, both he and
his estimable wife are active and conscientious
members of the Methodist church.

IRAM P. MILLS, President of the
Genesee River National Bank, is a
financier of great ability, and one of
the foremost business men of Mount
Morris. He is a native of the Empire State,
having been born in Dutchess County, January
2, 1806. He comes of “sturdy English ances-
try, his father, William Mills, having been
born in England. The father of William emi-
grated from England to the United States with
his family, first joining a brother who had pre-
viously settled in New England, but shortly
buying a farm near Morristown, N.J. He
died soon after settling there, leaving his
widow with one child, William, then a lad of
a few years. The widow subsequently married
again, and remained in New Jersey.

William Mills, who was but five years of
age when he came with his parents to Amer-
ica, was reared to agricultural pursuits, and
when a young man removed-to Dutchess County,
New York, where he married. He subse-
quently moved to Saratoga County, and settled
on ground made sacred by the blood of Revolu-
tionary patriots. There he lived until after
the birth of several of his children, when he
removed to a point about two miles below Me-
chanicsville, where he bought a farm of one
hundred and sixty acres; and on this home-

stead the three younger children of his family
were born. An attractive feature of the place
was the substantial frame house, built in Colo-
nial style, with piazzas above and below,
painted a delicate cream color, and ornamented
with green blinds, the whole being encircled
by a beautiful lawn. It was delightfully lo-
cated on the west bank of the Hudson River;
of which it commanded an extensive view, both
to the north and the south. In this charming
spot he spent the remainder of his earthly life.
He married- Mary Neaher, a native of Rhine-
beck, Dutchess County. Her father, who was
born in Germany, came to New York and
bought land adjoining the Livingston grant;
and there the Neaher and Livingston families
lived in intimate converse and intermarried.
Mr. Neaher died, leaving his widow with ten
children; and she subsequently married again,
becoming the wife of a Mr. Cramer, a widower
with ten children. She survived her last hus-
band, living upward of ninety years, and died
in Granville, N.Y., at the home of her young-
est step-son, whe treated her with the utmost
tenderness. Mrs. Mary Neaher Mills survived
her husband about three years, and died at
Mount Morris, leaving five children, of whom
we record the following: Frederick C., who
died at Oswego, N.Y., was a civil engineer by
profession, and superintended the building of
the Genesee Valley Canal and the construction
of other public works. Hiram P is the sub-
ject of further mention below. Theodore,
also a civil engineer, resided for some time
at Cleveland, Ohio, but died in Livingston

.County, New York. Sarah Maria, who mar-

ried Henry Swan, formerly of Saratoga
County, died in New York City. Eljzabeth
Angelica married Captain George H." Brad-
bury, and a sketch of their lives may be
found on another page of this volume.
Hiram - P. Mills acquired his education in
the pioneer schools of his time, and was reared
to habits of industry and economy. He as-
sisted his father on the farm until twenty years
old, when he married and commenced the
struggle of life on his own account, even with
the world, his only capital being a robust con-
stitution, a courageous spirit, and a well-bal-
anced mind, so that it may be truly said of
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him that he is the architect of his own fortune.
For a time Mr. Mills was engaged in a mer-

cantile business, keeping a small store on the

Champlain Canal. He afterward became an
assistant in building the first railway of the
United States, extending from Albany to
Schenectady. This road had wooden rails,
with strap-iron on top; and the cars were
drawn by horses. Mr. Mills subsequently be-
came a civil engineer, and was a large contrac-
tor on different canals. He was assistant
engineer on the Oswego Canal, a contractor in
the Delaware district of -the Pennsylvania
Canal, and assisted in laying out the route of
the Genesee Valley Canal. In 1838 he settled
in Mount Morris, and has since then been
.prominently identified with the interests of
this section of Livingston County, his sound
judgment, great business tact, and perfect in-
tegrity placing him in a conspicuous place
among its leading citizens.

Mr. Mills has been twice married. By his
first wife, Jane Dunn, who was a native of
Saratoga County, and the daughter of Peter
Dunn, he had nine children, three of whom are
now living, as follows: Mary is the wife of
Dr. Myron H. Mills, and has two children —
Isabelle and Jennie. Charles H. married
‘Maria Allen. John E. married Frances
Truesdale; and they have one child, Sarah
Maria. William Mills, the first-born, married
Recta Baker, and at his death left one son, H.
Perry. Frederick married Jennie Garling-
house, and died, leaving one son, Frederick.
Edward A. married Mary A. Pray, and at
his decease left four children — Edward D.,
George L., Fannie J., and John P. Orreann,
Isabelle, and Theodore died young.

Edward Augustus Mills, above named,
passed to the higher existence December 4,
1891, at the age of fifty years, after a brave
and heroic struggle of many months against
that insidious disease, consumption. He was
a man of marked business ability, faithful in
the discharge of every duty, and for many years
prior to his decease had held the responsible
position of paying teller of the Genesee River
National Bank, resigning it on account of ill-
ness in the summer of 18go. He subsequently
spent several weeks at a health resort in Penn-

sylvania; but, receiving no physical benefit, he
was taken to a medical institute in Buffalo.
Finding no relief there, Mr. Mills returned to
his home, where everything that human skill
or love could suggest to allay his sufferings
and prolong his stay upon earth was done. As
a man and as a citizen, he was held in the
highest respect. He had served as a member
of the Board of Education several terms, be-
sides filling minor offices, always looking after
the interests of each with strict fidelity. In
every walk of life his character was above re-
proach, being a kind neighbor, a true friend,
an affectionate son, a devoted husband, and a
loving and indulgent parent; and a pleasant
memory of him will long be retained through-
out the community.

Mrs. Jane Dunn Mills died in 1866; and
Mr. Mills was subsequently united in the holy
bonds of matrimony with Mrs. Cornelia (Be-
gole) DePuy, a native of Mount Morris, daugh-
ter of William and Eleanor (Bowles) Begole
(of whom a sketch appears elsewhere in this
work), and the widow of the late Philip M.
DePuy. Cornelia Begole was reared and edu-
cated at Mount Morris, and resided with her
parents until twenty-one years of age, when
she became the wife of Philip M. DePuy. He
was a native of Cayuga County, New York,
and was a well-known contractor and builder,
besides which he was interested in agricultural
pursuits. After his marriage he settled ona
farm near Mount Morris, where he engaged in
general farming until 1854, when, following
the tide of emigration westward, he removed
to Michigan, settling in Tecumseh, ILenawee
County. He died in the month of August in
the same year, and the following spring his
widow returned to the place of her nativity.
She subsequently became the wife of the sub-
ject of this sketch, and has since resided at
Mount Morris. Of her union with Mr. De-
Puy two sons were born. The elder son, Will-
iam Franklin DePuy, who is in business in
Cheboygan, Mich., married Nellie Rose, of
Nunda; and they are the parents of three chil-
dren — Harry Rose, Cora Belle, and Florence.
Eugene, the second son, married Annette
Minor, and died at the age of twenty-three
years, leaving her with one son, also named
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Eugene, who resides with his mother in Mount
Pleasant, Mich.

The accompanying portrait of Mr. Hiram P.
Mills lends additional interest to the foregoing
sketch of the life of this venerable and honored
citizen.

ERTRAND G. FOSS, attorney at
Dansville, was born at Le Roy, Pa.,
September 19, 1861, being son of
the late Andrew D. Foss, who re-

moved to that place from New Hampshire at
an early age, with his parents. Andrew D.
Foss, during the time he resided at Le Roy,
took an active part in the politics of Bradford
County, holding the offices of Justice of the
Peace, County Commissioner, and doorkeeper
of the House of Representatives at Harrisburg.
In 1868 he removed to Canton, Pa., where he
lived in retirement until his decease, which oc-
curred in January, 1893, at the age of seventy-
four. The maiden name of his wife, the
mother of the subject of this sketch, was Sarah
S. Parkhurst, of Le Roy. Mrs. Foss, now
aged sixty-eight, is still living at Canton, Pa.

Bertrand G. Foss, who is an only son, at-
tended the graded school at Canton, and grad-
uated therefrom in 1877, delivering the
valedictory address of his class. He was
afterward employed as a teacher in the same
school. In 1882 he came to Dansville as the
agent for the Ithaca Piano and Organ Com-
pany. In 1883 he commenced the study of
law in the office of Faulkner & Bissell, and
was admitted to the bar at Rochester in
March, 1886. In 1889 Mr. Foss entered into
a copartnership with Chagles J. Bissell, Esq.,
for the practice of law under the firm name of
Bissell & Foss. This association was termi-
nated in 1889 by the removal of Mr. Bissell to
Rochester, since which time Mr. Foss has con-
tinued the practice of law in the same office
where he began his clerkship.

Mr. Foss, as a firm believer in the princi-
ples of the Democratic party, has taken an
active interest in the politics of Dansville and
Livingston County. Since the year 1885 he
has been Justice of the Peace of the town of
North Dansville, and a portion of the time

Police Justice and attorney of the village. In
1889 he was the candidate of his party for
District Attorney of Livingston County, and
was defeated by a small majority in a county
strongly Republican. He has repeatedly rep-
resented his party upon the County Committee,
and was a delegate from Livingston County to
the Democratic State Convention in 1894.
Mr. Foss and his wife, whose maiden name
was Hattie J. Bradley, and to whom he was
united in marriage at Dansville in 1886, are
attendants upon the Episcopal form of wor-
ship. Mr. Foss, besides enjoying professional
distinction, is closely identified with various
benevolent and social fraternities of Dansville,
being a member of Phcenix Lodge, No. 113,
A. F. & A. M., Canaseraga Lodge, No. 125,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Dans-
ville Camp, No. 64, K. O. T. M., and Pro-
tectives No. 1, Fire Company.

ARL G. CLARKE, editor and pro-
prietor of the enterprising weekly
known as the Perry Record, having
his office in the Sutherland Building,
was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., July 2, 1864.
He is the son of Ephraim M. and Sophie
(Tybell) Clarke, and a great-great-grandson of
Abraham Clarke, who was one of the signers
of the Declaration of Independence, and a
native of Springfield, N.]J.
Ephraim M. Clarke was born in Conesus,
Livingston County, N.Y., in March, 1812.
When a lad he served an apprenticeship at
tailoring, and, after working as a journeyman
for a time, entered into business for himself as
a merchant tailor, first in Buffalo, N.Y., and
next in New York City, where he remained
several years. In 1870 he moved to Livonia,
Livingston County, being there continuously
engaged till the spring of 1880, when he re-
moved with his family to the thriving village
of Perry. Here he successfully carried on his
business of merchant tailoring until failing
-health compelled him to retire from active
labors. He was twice married. By his first
wife, Louisa Bruen, he had nine children, five
of whom are now living. Some years after

her death he married Sophie Tybell, who
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was born in Gefle, Sweden. One son, Carl
G., the subject of this sketch, was the fruit of
their union. The death of Ephraim M.
Clarke occurred on December 14, 189I.

Carl G. Clarke was educated at Livonia
Union School, St. Paul’s Military Academy at
Riverdale-on-the-Hudson, and at Perry Union
School. At the age of sixteen years he began
preparing for his life’s work by entering the
printing-office of the Wyoming County Herald,
published in Perry by Lewis E. Chapin, who
afterward sold the business to George C.
King. Having remained for some time in the
employ of the new proprietor, in 1882 Mr.
Clarke went to Buffalo, where for a period he
worked as compositor on the Buffalo Cowurier.
Later he went to Rochester, and worked in
several of the largest job printing-offices in
that city, being also at different times a com-
positor on the Democrat and Chronicle, the
Morning Herald, and the Sunday Herald.

Returning to Perry on September 6, 1885,
he assisted the Rev. John F Gates in estab-
gashing the Perry Weekly News, and was in

rtnership with Mr. Gates for two years.

In March, 1889, the year after his marriage,
Mr. Clarke entered into partnership with his
wife's father, Edwin M. Read, who purchased
the Akron Breeze, a weekly newspaper pub-
lished at Akron, Erie County, N.Y.; and the
two families removed from Perry to that place.
Under their management the business was
largely increased, and numerous improvements
were made in the paper. Mr. Clarke, desir-
ing to embark in business on his own respon-
sibility, the partnership was dissolved in De-
cember, 1893; and he returned to Perry,
where on January 24, 1894, he printed the
first number of the Perry Record. Mr. Clarke
was given a cordial welcome at his old home,
and within a short time secured a good list
of subscribers, which has steadily increased.
The Record is now a welcome visitor in hun-
dreds of homes, and is prized as a represent-
ative, up-to-date paper, independent in every
respect.

On January 24, 1888, Mr. Clarke married
Carrie D. Read, daughter of Edwin M. and
Mary M. Read, of Perry. Mr. and Mrs.
Clarke are the proud parents of three children,

namely: Josephine, born February 8, 1889;
Read, born March 12, 1891; and Mary, born
April 15, 1893.

ON. JONATHAN B. MOREY was
born in Dansville, Livingston County,
N.Y., November 26, 1836. His
grandfather, Harcourt Morey, was a
native and farmer of Dutchess County, whence
he went to Schoharie County, and from there
to Dansville, bringing with him a wife and
three children, and was one of the pioneer
farmers of this section. Purchasing a large
tract of timbered land, he cleared and culti-
vated it, and in course of time erected a house
and barn. His final place of residence was
Erie County, Pennsylvania. There on the
State line he kept an inn, which was the sta-
tion for the negroes from the South who were
fleeing to Canada. Mr. Morey was a Whig,
and in sympathy with the Abolitionists.

Milton Morey, son of Harcourt and father of
Jonathan, was inured to the toils of a farmer’s
life from his early boyhood, when he assisted
in the heavy task of clearing away the dense
and almost impenetrable forest growth. But
his father, realizing the advantage of every
man’s having a special line of work upon
which to rely for a livelihood, apprenticed the
boy to a tanner, that he might become one of
the hide and leather guild. Young Milton
Morey applied himself diligently to the vari-
ous branches of the trade, in due time becom-
ing both skilful and expeditious, and finally
purchased the tannery which occupied the
space on the corner of Main and Milton Streets
in Dansville, the Jast-named street being so
called in honor of him. He remained in the
business a number of years, was prominent in
local public affairs, being one of the incor-
porators of the village, and was held in high
esteem throughout the county. In 1855, after
selling his tannery, Mr. Morey migrated to
Southern Minnesota, where he bought a large
tract of timbered land twenty miles from
human habitation, and for thirteen years en-
gaged in the lumber trade. He next went to
Yankton, and, investing in land, cleared a good
farm. He died in 1886, aged seventy-six years.
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Milton Morey’s first wife was Eva Barn-
hart, of Dansville, who was of German par-
entage, and was of a family of three children.
She was a member of the Methodist church,
and died in 1837, leaving one child, Jonathan
B. Morey, the subject of the present sketch.
Her father, Frederick Barnhart, came from
Germany. He was a well-read man, and
earned his living as a shoemaker. By his
second wife, Eliza Ribbey, Mr. Morey had
four children — Priscilla, Perrilla, Permilla,
and Daniel —all of whom are living in
Dakota. Mrs. Eliza Ribbey Morey died in
Dakota.

After the death of his mother, little Jona-
than, then an infant of ten months, was taken
to live with his uncle, Jonathan Barnhart, with
whom he remained until 1860. The best edu-
cational advantages that the vicinity afforded
were given the boy, who was sent to the dis-
trict school of the neighborhood and afterward
to the normal school in Albany in 1858. He
began teaching when he was seventeen, and
taught in the same district school four terms,
proving both his competency and popularity,
and after leaving Albany taught in Dansville
for two years. At this time his uncle died,
and the farm to which he fell heir now claimed
his attention. In 1871 he formed a partnership
with his brother-in-law, Mr. George A. Sweet,
in the nursery business. Ten years later Mr.
Morey sold out his interest to Mr. Sweet; and
then was established the nursery firm of J. B.
Morey & Son, who are among the largest
dealers in trees in this part of the State, and
have one of the finest places on Main Street,
the father owning also’ another farm in this
locality.  Mr. J. B. Morey's influence is felt
in many directions, and he has been connected
with both local and nation 1 politics. He is
President of the Dansville Fair and Trotting
Association, of which he has been a member
since its organization; and he designed and
laid out its present fine track, said to be the
first in the State. He is also President of the
gas company of the town, and is a stockholder
in the National Bank of Dansville. In his
political career Mr. Morey has displayed rare
tact and keen perception, and is known far and
near as one of the strongest Republicans in his

section. He was elected to the Assembly of
1864, and re-elected in 1865, when there were
two districts, and again in 187z and 1876.
He has been President of the village, and has
been three times elected Trustee. He was
sent as a National Delegate to the convention
that nominated General Grant for President
for the second term.

In 1861 Mr. Morey was united in marriage
to Miss Laura Sweet, a daughter of Mr. Sid-
ney Sweet. Mrs. Morey is a native of Michi-
gan, but came with her father to Livingston
County in 1841. They settled in Sparta,
where her father bought a saw-mill. He was
afterward interested in the foundry works of
Livingston, which he continued until he
opened an exchange office known as ‘‘ Sweet’s.”’
This he conducted for some time, and then
founded the National Bank of Dansville. Mr.
Sweet left New York State during the latter
part of his life, and became a resident of Vine-
land, N.J. After three trips to Europe he
returned to Dansville, and died at the hgme of
his daughter. Mrs. Morey was one of four
children, and has two brothers, George A. and
Edwin T., now living. Four children have
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Morey. The eld-
est son, Edwin S. Morey, was a graduate of
Hamilton College, and was admitted to the
bar at Buffalo. After beginning to practise in
Dansville, he went to Grand Rapids, Mich.,
where he enfered the law office of an uncle,
and in'a short time was made attorney for thé
Michigan Trust Company. From the brilliant
career which seemed to lie before him he was
suddenly cut off, dying of typhoid fever at
thirty-one years of age. Fanny Morey is in
the seminary at Dansville. Jonathan B., Jr.,
a graduate of the normal college at Roches-
ter, and Sidney S. are with their father in
the nursery business. The family attend the
Episcopal church.

EV. JOSIAH EDWARDS KIT-
TREDGE, D.D., pastor of the Pres-
byterian church at Geneseo, Living- .

ston County, N.Y., was born on
Washington Street, Boston, Mass., October
12, 1836. He is descended from a long line
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of English ancestors, the first of the family to
come to America being John Kittredge, a
ship-master, who arrived here in 1660, re-
ceived a grant of land in Billerica, Mass., and
married Mary Littlefield, daughter of Francis
Littlefield, of Woburn, Mass.

Their son John was born January 24, 1666,
and married Hannah French, daughter of
John French. He died April 27, 1714,
and his widow in 1725. They were the
parents of twelve children, one of whom,
Francis, was born September 14, 1686, and be-
came a physician, dying September 1, 1756.
His son Solomon, the great-grandfather of the
subject of this sketch, resided for a time in
Tewksbury, Mass., and from there removed to
Mount Vernon, N.H., where he died August
24, 1792. His wife was Tabitha Ipgalls, and
she became the mother of twelve children.
Orie of these, Josiah, the grandfather of the
subject of this biography, was born in Mount
Vernon, N.H., July 6, 1761, and learned the
trade of a blacksmith, following that in con-
nection with farming throughout his life.
His last days were spent with his son at
Nashua, N.H., where he died May 24, 1852,
aged ninety years. He was married Oc-
tober 13, 1792, to Mary Baker, who was born
May 23, 1762. She was the daughter of Tim-
othy and Mary (Dakin) Baker. She died Sep-
tember 16, 1828, the mother of seven children,
of whom Josiah, the father of the Rev. Josiah
E. Kittredge, was the eldest.

Josiah Kittredge, the second of the name,
entered Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass.,
March 11, 1813, and later studied medicine
with ‘Dr. Spaulding, of Amherst, N.H. He
afterward attended medical lectures at Dart-
mouth and Harvard, and became a practising
physician in the State of New Hampshire,
being elected a member of the State Medical
Society, June 6, 1820. He was one of the
incorporators of the Pembroke Musical Soci-
ety, and for a time was President of the State
Medical Society. From 1817 to 1833 he
practised as physician and surgeon in Pem-
broke, N.H., from 1833 to 1838 in Boston,
Mass. ; thence in 1838 he removed to Concord,
N.H., and the following year to Nashua in the
same State, practising in both these places.

In 1856 he moved to South Hadley, Mass., and
was physician for Mount Holyoke Seminary
for four years. In 1860 he settled in Mont
Clair, N.J., where he resided until 18609,
when he removed to Glastonbury, Conn., and
there died in 1872. He was three times mar-
ried — first, on May 24, 1825, to Mary Blan-
chard Stuart, of Amherst, N.H., who died at
the age of twenty-five years, in 1828, leaving
one daughter, Mary Clarke. In April, 1830,
he married Sarah Whiting French, of Bed-
ford, N.H., who died June 1o, 1842, leav-
ing three children — Charles Stuart, Sarah
French, and Josiah Edwards. Dr. Kittredge's
third wife was Susan Baylies Brigham, of
Grafton, Mass., whom he married May 7,
1844. She passed away at Geneseco, N.Y.,
January 22, 1892. Josiah Edwards Kittredge
was graduated from Kimball Union Academy,
Meriden, N.H., in the class of 1854, and from
Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., in 185s.
The next fall he entered Yale College, grad-
uating in the class of 1860, a classmate of
Professor O. C. Marsh, of Yale, the late Hon.
William Walter Phelps, and others. For a
year he taught a seclect school in Mont Clair,
N.J. He studied theology a year at Union
Seminary, New York, and two years at An-
dover, Mass., graduating there in 1864. In
1866, for benefit of health and general advan-
tage, he travelled in Egypt and Palestine, and
pursued the study of language and philosophy
in Paris and in Heidelberg. He returned to
America in 1868, and settled in Glastonbury,
Conn., where he was pastor of the Congrega-
tional church for about four and a half years.
On- June 28, 1871, he married Miss Emma
McNair, of Groveland, Livingston County,
N.Y., daughter of Robert and Amelia (War-
ner) McNair. Together they journeyed to the
Pacific Coast, and in 1873 went to Europe,
accompanied by Dr. Kittredge’s mother. For
two years he was pastor of the American
Union Church in Florence, Italy. He re-
turned in the autumn of 1876, and entered
upon the pastorate of the Presbyterian church
of Geneseo, April 18, 1877. Dr. and Mrs.
Kittredge have four children: Robert Josiah,
born in Glastonbury, Conn., July 24, 1872;
Charles Firenze, born in Florence,eltaly, Jan-
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uary 5, 1875; William McNair, born January 7,
1877, at Mount Morris, N. Y. ; and Mary Emma,
born September 14, 1879, at Geneseo, N.Y.

Dr. Kittredge is an enthusiastic student in
Biblical archaology, and has perhaps one of
the most valuable collections of publications
relating to researches in Egypt and other lands
in the East to be found in any private library
in Western New York. He is a member of
the London Society of Biblical Archzology,
Associate of the Victoria Institute, and Local
Secretary of the Egyptian Exploration Fund.
The University of the City of New York con-
ferred on him the degree of D.D. in 1884.
The church of which he’is the pastor is a large
and vigorous one. Four Presbyterian churches
in Western New York -alone exceed it in
membership.

ORTER T. B. MUNGER, a native-

born citizen of Warsaw, where his

birth occurred September 15, 18309,

is worthy of representation in this

biographical volume, being the descendant of

an honored pioneer family of this town, his

grandfather, Samuel Munger, having migrated

from Connecticut to Wyoming County in the
early part of this century.

This part of the State was then in its pris-
tine wildness; and the intervening country
was traversed through the vast forests with a
team of horses which drew a wagon contain-
ing his wife, five children, and all of their
earthly effects. Mr. Munger took up fifty
acres of heavily timbered land in the south-
west part of the town of Warsaw, and set to
work to fell a few trees, which he soon con-
verted into a log cabin to shelter the family.
In the course of a few brief years he was en-
abled to erect a small frame house, which was
far more roomy and convenient than the rude
log dwelling. The huge fireplace, before
which all of the cooking was done, was kept
well supplied with great logs, which served to
light as well as heat the room. Four sons and
two daughters were born of the union of Mr.
and Mrs. Samuel Munger, further mention of
whom may be seen elsewhere in connection
with the sketch of Mrs. Ruth Cleveland.

Morgan M., cldest son of Samuel Munger,
was born in the year 1800, during the resi-
dence of his parents in Connecticut; and he
was sixteen years old when he accompanied
them to this county. In the pioneer labor of
improving a farm from the wilderness he was
an important factor, and after the death of his
parents he succeeded to its ownership. He
bought other land, increasing his farm, which
is still owned by his heirs, from the original
fifty acres to three hundred acres. In 1844 he
built a more commodious frame house, the
material used in its construction being drawn
from Rochester, forty-nine miles away; and
this is now used as the farm residence. In
1832 Mr. Morgan M. was united in marriage
to Miss P. E. Kingsley, who was born in Ver-
mont, and reared to years of maturity by a
family named Scoville. They became the
parents of eight sons and three daughters, all
of whom are living except three, one son being
Porter T. B., the subject of the present sketch.
The second son died at two and a half years of
age. The youngest son died from accidentally
stabbing himself, at the age of ten years.
The eldest daughter, Annie, who married
Marion Belden, died in September, 1888; and
her husband and the two sons born to them
have also passed to the bourn from which no
traveller returns.

Porter T. B. Munger was reared on the pa-

.rental farm, and attended school until seven-

teen years of age, when an acute inflammation
of the eyes compelled him to abandon his
studies.  Inheriting the patriotic spirit that
stirred the blood of his ancestors, he served
during the late Rebellion in defence of his
country, enlisting August 11, 1862, in Com-
pany D, One Hundred and Thirtieth New
York Volunteer Infantry. The following July
he was transferred to the Nineteenth New
York Cavalry, which was later known as the
First New York Dragoons; and until the close
of the war Mr. Munger was in active service,
but was never wounded nor taken prisoner, al-
though he received a serious injury. Much
of the time he was on special duty, for
eight months being in Lincoln United States
General Hospital, as mounted orderly, hav-
ing been detailed to the position by Dr.



BIOGRAPHICAL! REVIEW 69

J. C. McKee, who is now on the retired list at
Butler, Pa.

Mr. Munger was married in July, 1860, to
Maria B. Hoisington, who died ten years later,
leaving two children — Blanche P., wife of
Frank Martin, of Warsaw, and the mother of
one child, William; and Lillian B., who mar-
ried Adelbert Crocker, of Warsaw, and has
one childwLulu. Mr. Munger was again mar-
ried, in 1873, to Miss Agnes F Tuttle, of
Warsaw. Her father, Hervey Tuttle, was
born in Vermont, but removed from there to
this State, settling in Washington County.
Later he removed to Warsaw, where he mar-
ried Esther Rogers, a native ‘of England.
They made their home in Warsaw till they
departed this life, leaving two daughters and
three sons, the latter of whom are living in
the West.

Mr. Munger takes an intelligent interest in
all matters concerning the welfare of the gen-
eral public, and, although he has never aspired
to office, served for six years as Constable.
Socially, he is an influential member of the
Gibbs Post, No. 130, Grand Army of the Re-
public, in which he has served as Officer of
the Day and as Junior Master. He is also
prominent in the Masonic fraternity, and has
occupied most of the chairs excepting that of
Master. Both he and his wife are esteemed
members of the Congregational church.

RS. JOANNA FOOTE is the rep-

resentative of a well-known pio-

neer family of Livingston County,

and is held in high esteem

throughout the town of Mount Morris, wherein

she has so long resided, faithful in her duties

as wife, mother, and friend. Her maiden

name was Joanna Sturges. Her parents,

Ebenezer and Mary (Howard) Sturges, were

natives of Cayuga County, but were in early

life numbered among the pioneer settlers of

this county, where they were well-to-do mem-
bers of the farming community.

Mrs. Foote has been twice married, and is
now the second time a widow. Her first hus-
band, Christopher C. Thorp, departed this life
in 1873 Her second husband, Giles W.

Foote, whom she married some years later,
died in 1885. Mr. Christopher C. Thorp was
a son of Osborn and Mary (Criss) Thorp, who
came to Livingston County at an early period
of its settlement, when it was but sparsely
populated. In common with their neighbors,
they lived on the productions of their land, and
carded, spun, and wove the material for all of
their clothing. When a young man, Mr.
Thorp learned the carpenter’s trade; and he
worked at that occupation until 1860, when
he bought a farm in the town of Mount Mor-
ris, which he operated successfully until the
time of his death. He built a substantial
frame house, with convenient barns and out-
buildings, and otherwise improved his home-
stead, devoting his time and attention to
increasing the value of his property, which
included eighty-seven acres of rich and produc-
tive land. Of his union with Joanna Sturges
two children were born; namely, Hattie and
Edward, the former of whom married Charles
Brown, of Mount Morris, and has one child, a
daughter named Helen.

Edward Thorp, Mrs. Foote’s only son, was
born in Mount Morris, August 8, 1855, and,
after completing his education in the district
schools, assisted his parents in the labors of
the farmn, obtaining a practical knowledge of
agriculture. On the death of his father he
succeeded to the ownership of the estate, and
this he has since carried on with ability and
success. In 1877 he was united in marriage
with Miss Ruth Case, the daughter of Will-
iam Case, of Mount Morris; and their happy
home has been enlivened by the advent of two
bright and active children — Mabel and How-
ard. In politics Mr. Thorp has followed in
the footsteps of his father, and uniformly casts
his vote with the Democratic party. His ex-
cellent wife is an esteemed member of the
Methodist church.

OHN BLUM, the well-known shoe man-
ufacturer of Dansville, N.Y., and
founder of the retail boot and shoe store
now conducted by his sons, was born

in Germany, September 1, 1822. His father,
John Blum, Sr., who was a shoemitker, was in
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the army of Napoleon in 1813, in the Russian
campaign, and was detailed to make shoes for
the soldiers. After serving three years, he
returned to his native town, and in 1817 mar-
ried and settled upon a small farm, which he
conducted, at the same time working at his
trade. He died in 1838, at the age of forty-
four years. His wife was Mary Seybold,
daughter of Matthias Seybold, and they had
nine children, five of whom lived to become of
age; namely, Melchior, Catherine, fohn, Jo-
seph, and Frank. Catherine and John are
the sole survivors. John was the only one
who came to America. The mother was of
the German Catholic religion, and died in her
native country, at the age of seventy-five.

John Blum was educated at the common
schools of Germany, and left the parental roof
at the age of sixteen. He learned the trade of
a shoemaker, and worked in factories in Switz-
erland, Austria, and other countries. In 1851,
a few years after his marriage, he left his wife
and two children, and started for the New
World.  Arriving in New York City, he ob-
tained employment at 648 Broadway, where he
remained about six months, having then the
misfortune of losing his wages. Not finding
further employment in that city, he was com-
pelled through lack of resources to walk to
Albany. From there he went to Utica, and
thence to Hampton, Oneida County, where he
worked in a shoe-shop for a short time. A
year or two later he sent the necessary means
to Germany for his family to join him in
America. After plying his trade in various
places, he obtained a position as foreman in
a shoe factory at Nunda. There he worked
diligently for five years, and in 1859 removed
to Dansville, where he established a small
shoe-shop of his own. He lived a careful and
moral life, obtained the respect and friendship
of his fellow-townsmen, and increased steadily
in prosperity until his business became large
and lucrative. In 1886 he obtained patents
upon the special line of goods he manufactures,
and at the present time he employs several
travelling salesmen.
furnishes constant employment to from forty
to fifty hands. He is assisted in business by
three of his sons, who attend to both the fac-

His factory in Dansville’

tory and salesroom. Their retail store is situ-
ated on Main Street, and is filled with a most
complete and varied stock of footwear, includ-
ing Mr. Blum’s own specialty, known as
‘‘Home Comfort *’ shoes.

The maiden name of Mr. Blum’s first wife,
whom he married in Germany in 1848, was
Euphrosyne Beeler; and she had nine chil-
dren — John B., Joseph C., Anthony, Barbara,
Daniel, Frank J., Philip, Lizzie, and Catherine.
John B. was in the United States army, and
died from disability, at the age of thirty-eight
years. Joseph C. married Ida Roach, and is
now living in Pennsylvania, a salesman for a
New York shoe house. He has eight children
—Ida May, Joseph, Gertrude, Rosa, Charles,
Edward, Eugene, and Leon. Anthony married
Barbara Jackson, is a stock-raiser in Texas,
and has two children — Lantie and Barbara.
Barbara married Jacob F. Schubmehl, and died -
in 1886. Daniel married Mary Mundig, of
Wayland, and has three children — Euphro-
syne, Raymond, and Walter. Daniel is with
his father inthe retail department. Frank J.,
who is also in the firm, married Molly Roach,
of Pennsylvania; and they have one son named
John. Philip E. is a graduate of the Dans-
ville Seminary, and has been a boot and shoe
dealer in the West, but is now with his father.
Lizzie is still at home. Catherine is the wife
of Louis Sauerbier, and lives in Jersey City,
N.J. At present the firm consists of the elder
Blum and his sons, Frank, Philip, and Daniel.
All of Mr. Blum’s children, with the excep-
tion of John and Joseph, were born in Amer-
ica. His first wife dying in 1865, Mr. Blum
married Gertrude Nientimp, a native of Ger-
many, and by her he had one child, Christina,
now deceased, who was the wife of Frank
Schubmehl.

Mr. Blum is a member of the St. Boni-
facius Society, and his sons are connected with
the E. O. K. of R., the C. R. & B, A,, also
the C. M. B. A, and the Protective Fire
Company, having held offices, one as Treas-
urer, and another as Chaplain. Mr. Blum
has been for many years a Master of the vil-
lage, and also Overseer of the Poor. He isa
charter member of the Canaseraga Fire Com-
pany of Dansville. He is a Demacrat in poli-
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tics, and he and his family are connected with
the German church. He has been Secretary
and Treasurer, and is now Master, of the
church society. Mr. Blum has labored dili-
gently; and he not only enjoys extreme busi-
ness prosperity, but also the respect and
esteem of his fellow-townsmen, and with his
family eccupies a very high position in the
community.

OHN HUGH McNAUGHTON, author
of ‘“ Onnalinda,’”’ a metrical romance,
was born in Caledonia, Livingston
County, N.Y., July 1, 1829. His

father, John McNaughton, who was a native of
Perthshire, Scotland, emigrated to America in
January, 1826. Accompanied by his wife and
five children, he came to Livingston County,
where he purchased a farm and engaged in
agricultural pursuits during the remainder
of his life. He died at the age of eighty
years.

The elder McNaughton was married, when in
Scotland, to Margaret Cameron, also a native
of Perthshire. She survived her husband ten
years, and lived to be eighty years old. Their
children were six in number — Ann, Margaret,
Catherine, Jane, Donald, and John H. John
Hugh ‘McNaughton was the youngest child.
He attended the home school until sufficiently
advanced for entrance to the old Temple Hill
Academy; and from there he went to the acad-
emy at Riga, where the educational facilities
were considered to be of a superior kind. In
1851 he was married to Miss Katherine Chris-
tie, daughter of Hugh and Mary (Cameron)
Christie; and they had two daughters — Dora
and Stella. Dora became the wife of W. J.

" Byam, a native of Canada, and is now a widow
with three children — John Hugh, George Lyt-
ton, and Helen Katherine. Mr. W. J. Byam
was a son of the Rev. George F. and Maria
(Pike) Byam. He received his education at
Toronto University and the Canadian Military
College. After this he studied law with Will-
iam F Coggswell, of Rochester, N.Y., was
admitted to the bar in 1877, and for a number
of years was in practice in Caledonia. In
1891 he removed to Niagara Falls, where he

became the first city attorney. He died at
Niagara Falls, September 26, 1894.

Mrs. Katherine Christie McNaughton is still
living in Caledonia. Mr. John H. McNaugh-
ton died at his home in Caledonia, December,
1891, at the age of sixty-two years. His ill-
ness was brief, and seldom has such a light
gone out from any community as when his
departed.

John Hugh McNaughton, a writer of charm-
ing songs in a setting of equally charming
music, began in his earlier years when at
school to express his thoughts in verse, giving
evidence of real poetic talent, perhaps de-
scended to him through his mother from her
native Scottish heaths. As he grew older, he
continued to use his pen, largely but not
wholly in imaginative composition. Mr. Mc-
Naughton’s home was situated on a winding
road, quite retired, among maples and ever-
greens in the beautiful Genesee valley; and
from this secluded retreat he sent out his first
considerable literary work, a ‘‘Treatise on
Music.”” It was a subject on which he was
qualified to write, as he was conversant with
several musical instruments, and had already
contributed papers on harmony and kindred
themes to foreign and American journals.
Mr. McNaughton also contributed other papers
to the leading reviews, one of which, as note-
worthy, may be mentioned, ‘‘The Red Man,”
printed in the Nineteenth Century, in May,
1885, which attracted much attention. Some
of his sheet music songs have won remarkable
success, as many as four hundred and fifty
thousand having been published, of these five,
““Faded Coat of Blue,’’ ‘“Belle Mahone,”’
“Jamie True,’’ ‘“As we went a-haying,”’ and
““Love at Home.”' Twelve songs in book
form, with music by the celebrated composer,
Virginia Gabriel, were published simultane-
ously in London and New York.

Mr. McNaughton's first collection of poems
was issued under the attractive title, ‘‘Babble
Brook Songs,”’ in 1864. It is of this book
that the beloved New England poet, Henry
W. Longfellow, wrote in a since published
letter: ‘‘Your poems have touched me very
much. Tears fell down my cheeks as [ read
them.’”’ But his most noted wor.k is the met-
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rical romance which bears the title of ‘‘Onna-
linda,”” and which discloses his power of
delineation of character, his scope of fancy,
and his deep love of nature. The book is full
of interest to its closing page. Its scenes are
laid in the early times when the Indian walked
the same sod for which the English and French
contended, regardless of the original land-
owner’s rights and feelings. The Genesee
valley was the locality of battle in those his-
toric times, and naturally of stratagems, plots,
and many exciting adventures and escapes.
With some of these the poet has woven a fas-
cinating love tale in verse, which compels
the reader’s attention to the happy and peace-
ful conclusion. From the English across the
sea recognition of his work came to the gifted
author while he was alive to know it. Many
letters were received by him, some of which
have been published, among them an autograph
one from Lord Lytton (Owen Meredith), one
also from John Bright, besides a great number
of highly complimentary reviews in the chief
journals of London and America. Lord Lyt-
ton speaks of ‘‘the captivating power of the
story ’ as ‘‘holding the attention alert through
its two hundred and thirty pages to the end.’”’
The success of ‘‘Onnalinda’ in this country
was great, but in England, where it had up-
ward of four thousand subscribers, was phe-
nomenal. The poem passed through seven
editions, making a total of thirty thousand five
hundred copies; and after these an eighth edi-
tion of ten thousand copies was issued in Sep-
tember, 1890.

At the celebration of the Geneseo Centen-
nial, on September 11, 1890, Mr. McNaugh-
ton read a characteristic poem from his own
pen, entitled ‘‘Red Jacket,’’ dealing with one
of his favorite themes. At the time of the
poet’s passing, the Livingston Democrat,
Rochester Herald, and other journals gave
feeling tributes to his life and works, not for-
getting to allude to the ‘‘halo of beauty and
romance '’ he has thrown around the Genesee
valley, ‘‘such as Scott gave to the Scottish
border and Irving to the shores of the Tappan
Zee.'' It is not given to all men to leave me-
morials behind them; but the gifted author of
‘‘Belle Mahone’’ and the ‘‘Door Ajar’’ could

ask no better way to be remembered than in
those touching stanzas which, from their very
simplicity and tenderness, will never be for-
gotten, but be sung at the fireside and repeated

in the night watches.
,% Enterprise, was born in Holly, Oak-
land County, Mich., January 21,

1863, and is the only son of Phiseria A.
Wright. Having obtained his education in the
public schools of Mount Morris, he began when
a young man to earn his own living, taking the
first step of his career by entering the printing-
office of the Union and Constitution, where he
worked for a year and a half. Then for a num-
ber of years he worked at various kinds of labor,
finally returning to the office where he was for-
merly engaged, the name of the paper having
been changed to the Union. There he had re-
mained for eight months, when in April, 188g,
he entered the office of the Emnterprise, where
he has since been continuously engaged, three
years ago having been promoted on account of
his experience and business ability to the
position of foreman, filling the position with
credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his
employer. In December, 1889, he married
Anna Brennan, of Moscow, Livingston County.
Mr. Wright belongs to the Republican party,
and is a member of several secret societies,
where, as a proof of the respect and esteem in
which he is held by all his associates, he has
been chosen to fill many of the higher offices,
among them being that of Secretary of Bel-
wood Lodge, No. 315, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, which he held for three con-
secutive terms, and Secretary of Alert Council,
No. 25, E. K. O. R., which, as a charter mem-
ber, he has held since its organization: he is
also a member of Royal Legion, No. 40, S. K.
Nature has bounteously bestowed upon Mr.
Wright various talents, which he has not neg-
lected to cultivate., Hence he has been emi-
nently successful in his various undertakings.
In music he is unusually skilled, being able to
play nearly all the various instruments of the
profession. He is Segretary and Treasurer of

ELLSWORTH WRIGHT, the suc-
cessful foreman of the Mount Morris
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the Mount Morris Cornet Band, and at the
present time is playing solo barytone. He is
also a mechanical genius, thoroughly under-
standing all the different kinds of machinery,
and is a very successful photographer, many
of his views appearing in-.such papers as the
Rider and Driver of New York, Scribner's
Magazine, the Buffalo /llustrated Express, and
the Rochester Union and Advertiser.

The Rochester Post Express, in a recent
article, had this to say of Mr. Wright: ‘‘Dur-
ing the past summer and autumn he has at-
tended the horse shows and fox hunts, and

made a specialty of photographing horses and |

other objects while they are running at a high
rate of speed. In this he was successful be-
yond his own expectations. In making his
photographs of jumping horses and other fast-
moving objects, Mr. Wright uses a shutter of
his own invention.”’

LIAS H. GEIGER, a large landed pro-

! prietor and extensive lumber dealer of

Livingston County, New York, whose
recent death, at his residence in Ossian, on
Sunday afternoon, January 27, 1895, occa-
sioned a loss keenly felt throughout the com-
munity, was born in Pennsylvania on Novem-
ber 25, 1819.

His grandfather, John Geiger, a native of
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, was a stone-
mason in early manhood, later a school-teacher.
He was a Democrat in politics, and served as
Justice of the Peace up to the time of his
death, at the advanced age of ninety-seven.
He had a family of four children. The eldest
of the four was John Geiger, Jr., who grew to
sturdy manhood and learned the mason’s trade,
following it first as a journeyman. Later, as
a master mason, he worked on the arches of
bridges. He married Mary Steacker, daughter
of John Steacker, of New Jersey, where she
was born. They reared six children, five boys
and one girl — George, Charles, Elias, Kate,
Peter, John — and had one other who died in
early infancy. Mrs. Mary Geiger passed the
last years of her life in Pennsylvania, where
she died at the age of seventy-six.

Elias H. Geiger, the third son, spent his

years at Bethlehem, Pa., where he was left
early fatherless at the age of four. He then
made his home with Mr. John Rightnour, whom
he chose as guardian, living with him for fifteen
years. At the age of nineteen he learned the
carpenter’s trade, at the expiration of a three
years' apprenticeship going to work as a jour-
neyman. In 1839 he removed to Dansville,
where he worked in the village for two years.
Later he became a contractor, building many
houses and churches. In 1859 he came to
Ossian, and went into the lumber business, in
which he was engaged to the close of his life.
He was largely interested in shipping lumber;
and in connection with his business owned a
large planing-mill, where he did job work.

On Washington’s Birthday, February 22,
1844, Mr. Geiger married Miss Elizabeth
Haas, daughter of William Haas, a carpenter
and joiner of Dansville. Mrs. Geiger, who
was the eldest of a family of ten, came to
Dansville with her parents from her native
place in Northumberland County, Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. and Mrs. Haas were respected
members of the English Lutheran church at
Dansville. The father passed away at the age
of eighty-one, and the mother lived to be
eighty-two. In politics Mr. Geiger was a firm
Democrat. He was a prominent member of
the Lutheran church of Dansville, with which
Mrs. Geiger is still connected, and long offi-
ciated as Trustee and Elder.

Mr. Geiger was a man of wealth, acquired
by his own ability and excellent management.
He owned at the time of his demise about
three thousand acres of land, and was reputed
to be worth a hundred thousand dollars. The
combined wealth of character represented by
Mr. and Mrs. Geiger, securing for them the
unbounded respect of a large circle of friends
and acquaintances, cannot be overestimated.
Mr. Geiger was one of the incorporators of the
Citizens’ Bank of Dansville, and a Director
from the beginning. His fellow-officials, with
deep regret announcing his death, at the age
of seventy-six years, justly spoke of him as
“‘a man who possessed more than average acute-
ness in his perceptions of business interests,
strictly just and honorable in all his dealings,
and of a kindly disposition.”’
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This brief sketch is happily supplemented
by portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Geiger, which
meet the eye of the reader on adjoining pages.

RANK B. SMITH, editor and propri-
etor of the Herald and News of Perry,
N.Y., a progressive and influential
weekly, was born in Warsaw, Wyoming
County, February 6, 1855, son of Edgar K.
and Harriet (Rowe) Smith, and grandson
on the paternal side of Edgar Smith. His
father, by trade a carpenter and joiner, re-
sided in Buffalo in early life, but later
bought land in the village of Warsaw, which
he divided into village lots, and upon which
he realized a good profit. Edgar Smith is
now living a retired life in a pleasant home
in Warsaw. The children are as follows:
Emmogene, who married Leonard Watrous,
and lives in the town of Warsaw; Fred E.,
who married Florence Hardy, and is also a
resident of Warsaw; and Frank B., whose
name is found at the head of this sketch.
Frank B. Smith, after receiving his educa-
tion in the schools of Warsaw, went to work
at the printing business, and, ever ready to
make the most of his opportunities, acquired
at the same time some knowledge of editorial
work. He made his first business venture in
Castile, in company with Mr. A. Gaines, as
publishers of the Weekly Castilian, the firm
name being Gaines & Smith. After a year
Mr. Smith sold out the business to his part-
ner, and then established the Wyoming Era,
a bright weekly, and after two years went
to Rushford, Allegany County, N.Y., where
he instituted the Rushford Spectator, a very
successful paper, which he continued to pub-
lish for six years. In Rushford, Mr. Smith
built himself a pleasant home, but later sold
his interests there, and returned to Warsaw.
He then bought one-half interest in the Wy-
oming County 7émes, and after one year took
advantage of an opportunity to purchase the
Canisteo 77mes, a weekly paper, which he
conducted for six years with the marked
appreciation of all his patrons. Upon coming
to Perry in May, 1892, Mr. Smith bought out
the . Weekly Herald and the Weekly News, and

consolidated the two into one paper, known
as the Herald and News, which is Repub-
lican in its politics, is one of the leading
political organs in the county, and has a
circulation of over one thousand copies.
The paper was established in 1875, and is.the
leading paper of the town. During the sum-
mer season Mr. Smith publishes a daily
paper, known as the Herald, for the especial
benefit of Silver Lake Assembly and the
summer resort at Silver Lake.

On September 10, 1878, Mr. Smith was
united in marriage to Miss Belle S. Wisner,
daughter of Stephen and Hannah (Dalrymple)
Wisner, of Mount Morris. Mr. and Mrs.
Smith have lost one child, Joie, but have three
children now living, namely: Edith, born
July 24, 1879; Ella, born March 7, 1881;
Benjamin Harrison, born October 8, 1888.

Mr. Smith is a member of Consolation
Lodge, No. 404, A. F. & A. M., of Perry, and
of Crystal Salt Lodge, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, No. 505, of Warsaw. He has
been a successful publisher for twenty years,
and enjoys the reputation of being honorable
and fair in all his dealings, with the best of
business credit. By frugal habits and hard
work he has acquired a fair competency,
averaging well with the country publisher in
general. He started with no capital, and has
succeeded by his own able efforts. He is a
man of an active and progressive spirit, and
his influence is always exerted on behalf of
the material welfare and moral advancement
of the community.

ILLIAM HENRY NORTON is a
well-known and highly successful
farmer and grain and produce mer-

chant of the town of Springwater, Livingston
County, N.Y. His father, John B. Norton,
studied medicine in Auburn, and after gradu-
ating, came to Springwater, and on February
20, 1820, bought a large tract of land on the
spot where the village now stands. At that
time this region was all a wild forest, and at
first he hewed the trees and cleared a portion
of the land. Then he ceased that kind of
labor; and, though he did some farming, grad-
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ually he disposed of much of his land, thereby
acquiring a competency, and devoted himself
chiefly to the practice of medicine. AS$ Dr.
Norton was the only physician in this district,
his practice necessarily extended over a
large area; and during his long period of
active service, sixty years or more, he was one
of the best-known men in the country round
about. He was greatly beloved on account
of his kind and generous nature, his strict
honesty in small as well as great matters,
and the fine and true qualities which endeared
him to patient and neighbor alike. Dr.
Norton called himself a Whig, but later he
was a loyal Republican in his political opin-
ions. He was an anti-Mason, and was a
member of the Presbyterian church. Dr.
John B. Norton married June 8, 1823, Miss
Jane Marvin, a daughter of one of the early
settlers in this region, a stanch Methodist,
who used to entertain the circuit riders at
his home, heeding the scriptural injunction to
“use hospitality without grudging.” Such a
man could not fail of the regard of many
friends. Mr. Marvin spent his last years
in Springwater, and died in 1845. Mrs. John
B. Norton was one of a family of six children;
and she lived to bring up eight of her own,
namely: Levinna, who married Mr. C. Y.
Andrus (deceased), John M., Ashur B,
Solomon G. (deceased), Oscar M., William
H., Juliette (deceased), and Aaron M., also
no longer living. Mrs. Norton died at the
age of fifty-seven on a farm in the town of
Springwater, two miles below the village,
which was purchased by her husband in 1851.
She was an earnest member of the Methodits
church, in which she had been brought up.
Dr. John B. Norton died on his old home-
stead, August 29, 1878.

William H. Norton was born in Spring-
water, August 15, 1840, and was named after
the President then in office, William Henry
Harrison. He was educated at the district
school and at the Lima Seminary, and as-
sisted his father later on the farm. He early
developed shrewd, keen business traits, even
at thirteen carrying on business for himself;
and at fifteen his note without indorsement
was considered reliable on the occasion of

buying a flock of seventy-five sheep. At
nineteen he purchased his father’s farm, which
contained two hundred and twenty-five acres
of land below the village. About thirty
years later, in 189o, he sold it for ten thou-
sand dollars, purchasing a small farm, on
which he built a house and barn. Not long
afterward he sold that place, and bought the
land which he now holds. This estate is
about one hundred and seventy-five acres, in
three farms, having four houses and six barns,
including his beautiful dwelling on the main
street of the village, which is considered the
handsomest house in town.

Mr. Norton makes a specialty of sheep-
raising, keeping fine registered stock of
Shropshire and Hampshire breeds, and also
deals in the best Durham cattle. He owns
another farm of one hundred and thirty acres
in Canadice, known as the Tarbush farm;
and this he oversees entirely himself. Mr.
Norton is one of the prominent shipping mer-
chants, dealing in hay in large quantities,
sometimes sending out from three to six
thousand tons a year, besides grain and gen-
eral produce in the same proportion. Young .
men starting out on a business career would
do well to study the methods which are fol-
lowed by this enterprising financier.

On the 24th of August, 1870, Mr. Nor-
ton was married to Miss Alice Wooden, a
daughter of the Rev. T. J. O. Wooden, a
Methodist preacher of the Genesee Confer-
ence, well known throughout the district as a
powerful man in the pulpit and a very suc-
cessful revivalist. Mrs. Norton received her
education at the Lima Seminary, where she
was graduated, and is a musician as well as
an intellectually cultivated woman. She has
one brother, Irving, who is a physician
living in California. Mr. and Mrs. Norton
have three children — Lillian M., who is at
the normal school in Geneseo, and is a grad-
uate of the musical department; Oakley
Wooden, now in the normal school, preparing
for a business career as a lawyer; and Ethel
L., the youngest, who is now attending the
public school in Springwater.

Mr. William H. Norton is a stanch Re-
publican; but, although he is a popular man
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in public affairs, and has been solicited for
various offices, he is not an office-seeker, and
holds no office at present. Mr. and Mrs.
Norton and their family are members of the
Methodist church, and take an active interest
in its work and in the Sunday-school, in
which Mrs. Norton has been a teacher, and of
which her husband was for many years super-
intendent. He is also a Trustee of the
church.

AMES H. VAN ARSDALE, a promi-
nent business man of Castile, Wyo-
ming County, N.Y., was born in Ca-
yuga County, August 2, 1845, being

the only son of Abraham and Maria (Noxon)
Van Arsdale, and a grandson of Isaac Van
Arsdale. The grandfather was born in New
Jersey, and spent his early days as a farmer in
that State. He later removed to Virginia,
and purchased a large tract of land and a num-
ber of slaves; but subsequently he sold his
land, and in 1833, taking his slaves with him,
journeyed with his family to New York, where
he had previously bought land in Cayuga
County. The journey to their new home was
made with two four-horse teams, some of the
family riding horseback. He died when sixty
years old, his wife being about the same age
at the time of her death. He was a Demo-
crat and a member of the Presbyterian church.
They had nine children, all of whom returned
to the North with their parents. They were
as follows: Mary, Lilizabeth, Abraham, Van
Doren, Andrew, John, William, Henry, and
Margaret.

Abraham Van Arsdale was born in Somerset
County, New Jersey, and received his educa-
tion in Virginia. He settled with his father
in Cayuga County, and there purchased a
farm, which he sold in 1847, and bought
ninety acres of land in Castile. After seven
years he sold that, and purchased one hundred
and twenty acres near by in the same town.
On this estate he resided for seventeen years,
remodelled the buildings, and made many
improvements. Later in life he removed to
the village, and there died at the age of
seventy-five years. His wife, who is still

"Bank.

living, was born in Dutchess County, and was
the daughter of William and Ruth (Brownell)
Noxon. In 1845 William Noxon and his
wife settled in the town of Castile, where he
became a prosperous man. While living in
Cayuga County, he was Inspector of the State
prison at Auburn. He died at the age of
seventy-six, and his wife lived to be ninety-
two years old. They had seven children —
Maria, Eliza, Helen, Emeline, Phebe,
Lettitia, and Robert. Mr. and Mrs. Abraham
Van Arsdale had two children — the daughter,
Lida, married Dr. S. C. Smith, of Castile,
who died at the age of fifty-nine, leaving his
wife with one child, Van R. Smith; James
H. is the subject of this sketch.

James H. Van Arsdale was educated in the
district school, after which he entered a drug
store as clerk, and assisted also in the Castile
In 1874 he bought the furniture and
undertaking business of J. W. True, and in
1891 built a fine brick block on Main Street,
two floors of which he occupies in addition to
the former store. In 1872 he married Clara
Davis, who was born in Gainesville, Novem-
ber 2, 1849, daughter of Giles A. and M.
Jane (Stevens) Davis. Giles A. Davis was
born in Preble, Cortland County, and was the
son of Joel and Resign (Hinman) Davis and
grandson of John Davis. John was a native
of Connecticut; and his son Joel removed to
Preble, N.Y., and in 1827 bought one hun-
dred and ecighty-five acres of new land in
Gainesville. In his old age he retired from
active life, residing in Castile, living to be
ninety-three years old. He had seven chil-
dren — Emily, Amanda, Ann, Esther, Joel
G., Giles, and Charles A. Giles A. Davis
was educated at the district school, at Perry
Academy, and at a private school in Castile
taught by Davis W. Smith, and later en-
gaged in farming, carrying on a blacksmith-
shop and carriage factory, and dealing exten-
sively in wool. He has also been largely
interested in the Castile Bank, and in 18832,
in connection with George F. Pierce, erected
the new building on the corner of Main
and Chapel Street. In 1845 he married
M. Jane Stevens, a native of Lima, N.Y.;
and they had two chjldren — Clara, the wife
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of the subject of this sketch, and Edward
E. Davis.

Mr. and Mrs. Van Arsdale have six chil-
dren, namely: Mary M., born July 29, 1873;
Ruth E. and Davis E., born April 21, 1876;
Charles A. and Chester A., born November
24, 1878; J. Harry, born August 25, 1885.
Mr. Van Arsdale is a Democrat, ex-President
of the town corporation, and has been Trus-
tee of the village school. He is a member of
the Presbyterian church, of the Maccabee
Lodge, No. 151, of Castile, and a very ac-
tive member of the fire department. He
has been very successful in his business
career, and is also prominent in town affairs,
holding a high place in the regard of his fel-
low-citizens.

EZEKIAH ALLEN, son of John
Allen, a pioneer settler of Living-

ston County, New York, was born

in the town of Adams, Jefferson

County, July ro, 1821, and died at his home
in Geneseo, N.Y., July 8, 1887, at the age of
sixty-six years, lacking two days. His father,
who was of Connecticut birth, removed to this
State, living for a while in Jefferson County,
but afterward came to Livingston County,
and settled in Portage. His third and final
removal was to Southern Wisconsin, where

he bought a small farm, and carried on
general husbandry through his remaining
years.

Hezekiah Allen was one of a numerous
family of children born to his parents in the
town of Adams. When his father migrated
to Wisconsin, he remained in this county,
and, coming to Geneseo with but fifty cents
in his pocket, paid the last penny he had in
the world for lodging, and worked to pay for
his breakfast. He was a bright, intelligent
lad, with a district-school education and an
honest, earnest face, that bespoke his freeness
from guile; and he had no trouble in securing
work and friends. He was first employed for
a short time as a farm laborer ondthe “\H\Q{QC\;:
but very soon became the trusted seryamt pf)
James V)\,Iadsworth, and later enteréd\‘t\h‘gat?)}’ﬁge
of that gentleman as a clerk.
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quently engaged as land agent of the estate of
William W. Wadsworth, the deccased brother
of James Wadsworth; and on the death of the
original administrator of that property he was
appointed to fill the vacancy. He remained
in the employment of the Wadsworth family
as financial agent for forty-four years, they
refusing to accept his resignation even after
he became an invalid. Mr. Allen was also
intrusted with the management of the estate
left by Mrs. Murray, a sister of the elder
Wadsworth brothers; and this included vast
tracts of land in Wisconsin, the property
being kept for her son. He was likewise
trustee for other estates, among them being
the Aryault property; and in the discharge
of the duties therewith connected he gave
the utmost satisfaction to all concerned,
proving himself equally capable and trust-
worthy, his absolute integrity never being
questioned.

On December 8, 1852, he was married to
Polly Deniston, a native of Tompkins County,
who was born near Ithaca, August 15, 1822.
They became the parents of three children,
namely: William, who died at the agc of
twenty-two months; Elizabeth; and James
H., now Assistant Cashier of the Kenton
National Bank, of Kenton, Ohio. Mr. Allen
was a member of the Whig party in his carlier
days, but on its abandonment becamc a warm
supporter of the principles of the Democratic
party. He attended the Presbyterian church,
of which Mrs. Allen and her daughters are
esteemed members. He was an influential
and public-spirited citizen, taking an active
interest in all matters pertaining to thc im-
provement of the village or to the intellec-
tual and moral advancement of the com-
munity, being for scveral years a member
of the Board of Education, and especially
connected with the normal school. His
daughter Elizabeth, who inherits not a little
of her father’s force of character and ability
in affairs, is a graduate of this institution
of lcarning, of the class of 1876. A year’s
.expericnce in teaching has further aided in
,.h‘t;'t\\Qevelopment, and her culture has been
Lb‘écaagzlén d by reading, study, and contact with
thg world,
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OHN O. WILLETT, formerly a car-
riage builder, and now a very success-
ful farmer of the town of Portage,
Livingston County, N.Y., was born

on May 30, 1837, in Seneca County. His
father, Thomas J. Willett, who was a native of
New Jersey, was engaged in the manufactur-
ing of carriages and wagons in Seneca County
until the year 1839, when he transferred the
business to the town of Lima in Livingston
County.. He remained at the latter place
about twenty years, and then removed to
Mount Morris, where he engaged in the manu-
facture of tiles, continuing at this occupation
until his decease, which occurred in 1862.
He was a member of the Presbyterian church.

His wife, whose maiden name was Phcebe
Breese, was also a native of New Jersey.
They reared nine children, eight of whom are
now living; namely, John O.," Oscar D.,
Walter L., Eugene M., Josephine E., Ger-
trude L., Robert A., and George T. One
son, Alpheus C., was a soldier in the late
war, and fell at the memorable battle of Cold
Harbor. Oscar married Augusta Ricker; and
they are now residents of San Francisco, Cal.
Walter L. married Kate Rose, and they
live in Buffalo. He was until recently
Superintendent of the State Institution for
Feeble-minded Children in Newark, N.]J.
He is a veteran of the late war, and passed
through some of its worst vicissitudes, having
been captured at the battle of the Wilderness
and confined nine months in the famous An-
dersonville Prison. Eugene M. married
Dollie Phelps and resides in Albany. Jo-
sephine married G. M. Soverhill, and is now
living in Buffalo. Gertrude is unmarried,
and lives with her sister in the latter city.
Robert and his wife reside in Brooklyn.
George T. lives in Portland, Ore.

John O. Willett was educated at the dis-
trict schools of Lima, and learned the trade
of carriage building with his father. Later
he studied dentistry, but never practised that
profession. He resided at Mount Morris
until the death of his father, after whigh.
event the property was divided.
purchased a very valuable piece of farm frop-
erty in the town of Portage, and ¢fertedi &

S
7

{

He . then,

spacious and substantial residence, in which
he now resides. In 1863 Mr. Willett mar-
ried Sabra Ricker, whose father was the late
Timothy Ricker, of Quincy, Mass. Mr.
Ricker died in Massachusetts; and his widow,
whose maiden name was Sabra Raberts, was
again married. She and her second husband,
George W. Barrett, of Quincy, removed to
Mount Morris; and it was at their home that
the daughter's marriage took place. Mr. and
Mrs. Willett have two children —a son, Fred
L., and a daughter, Della. Fred L. Willett
married Inez Burroughs. Della is the wife of
Marshall B. Chafee, of the town of Perry,
and they have one child. Mr. John O.
Willett has long enjoyed the respect of his
fellow-townsmen, who have the greatest con-
fidence in him, and have called upon him to
do his full share of public service. He has
been Excise Commissioner, Assessor, and
Supervisor of his town, the latter office hav-
ing been held by him for the years 1887,
1888, 1889, and 1890. He has always ad-
ministered public affairs with a zealous care
for the best interests of the general commu-
nity; and his successful efforts have received
the approbation of all, irrespective of party
politics.

Mr. and Mrs. Willett are both members of
the Universalist church; and Mr. Willett is
a firm adherent to the principles of the Re-
publican party, having cast his first Presi-
dential vote for Abraham Lincoln.

HARLES H. NICHOLS, President
of the George Sweet Manufacturing
Company of Dansville and Director
of the Cummingsville Plant Com-
pany, a self-made man and a most exemplary
citizen, was born at Leicester, in the same
county of Livingston, November 23, 1843.
His father, Elisha, who was a native of
New England, removed to Leicester while
yet a young man, and worked as a laborer.
He married Julia Whiteman, and resided
rthere -until his decease at the age of forty-
(é(tl{|years., His wife, a daughter of John
I we&}fl emdnyWwas born in Pennsylvania, where
§ he¥ ‘fatherzwas a fgrmer. Mr. Whiteman
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afterward removed to Steuben County, New
York, and settled in the town of Wayland,
where he acquired a tract of land, which he
cleared and improved. He afterward moved
to Sparta, and resided there for many years,
then went to Cummingsville, and lived in
the vicinity of the present factory, of which
Mr. Nichols is now Director, and remained
here until his death. He reared a family of
nine children, all of whom attained their
majority. His daughter Julia, Mrs. Elisha
Nichols, reared four children —two sons and
two daughters. Her son Hiram died at
Leicester, aged forty-seven. Mary Ann
Nichols married Eli Moore, of Nunda, and
died at the age of thirty-three years. Alice
married Herbert McWhorter, a machinist.
Mrs. Nichols resided at Cummingsville with
her son, Charles H., during her latter years,
and was a woman of remarkable activity up
to the time of her decease, which occurred
when she was seventy-one years old. Both
she and her husband attended the Methodist
church.

Charles H. Nichols was left fatherless at
the age of six years, and resided with his
mother and grandfather in Cummingsville,
attending school. At the age of eleven he
began to work upon a farm summers, and con-
tinued his attendance at school during the
winter. At the age of sixteen he worked for
Samuel Williams in the nursery business,
whére he remained two years, after which he
entered the machine-shop of George Sweet,
who ™ at that time held the same position
which Mr. Nichols himself now holds. Here
he worked three or four years, and having
learned his trade determined to try his fort-
unes in the West. He returned after a so-
journ of eighteen months, and again entered
Mr. Sweet’s employ as a machinist. He con-
tinued steadily employed by Mr. Sweet until
1870, when he was promoted to the position of
foreman or superintendent of the works. He
continued thus until the concern was reorgan-
ized into a stock company, when he became
its President. Thus from a poor apprentice
boy Mr. Nichols rose step by step until he
reached the highest position possible to be
attained in the cancern where he learned his

trade. This is truly an example of success
obtained through actual merit. His careful
attention to his work and his straightforward
manly ways early gained for him the appro-
bation and firm friendship of Mr. Sweet, his
employer; and that gentleman always reposed
in him the utmost confidence, and treated
him with unlimited kindness.

In 1867 Mr. Nichols married Libbie F.
Thomas, daughter of Mr. Joseph Thomas, of
Dansville, she having been born probably in
Sparta, as her father was a carriage builder
in that place for many years. Mr. and Mrs.
Nichols have two children — Francis and
Charles. Mr. Nichols is a Democrat in poli-
tics, and is a member and Elder of the Pres-
byterian church, where he has been superin-
tendent of the Sunday-school for the past
three years. Mr. Nichols is known as a man
of strict business integrity, and possesses
many rare and estimable qualities, which are
deeply appreciated by the many who know
him. He occupies an enviable position
among his townsmen, a natural reward and
true recognition of honest merit.

REDERICK A. SIMONDS, general
1 insurance agent, owns and occupies a
pleasant residence at No. 4 Genesee
Street, Attica, N.Y., and is one of the most
energetic and enterprising business men of the
town. He is a native of Wyoming County,
Pike being the place of his birth, which oc-
curred November 25, 1850. He is the only
son of E. W. R. Simonds, a miller of Gaines-
ville, and a grandson of the late Salmon Si-
monds, who was born in this State in 1782,
and settled in Wyoming County when it was
in its original wildness. Salmon Simonds
was a farmer by occupation, and reared a fam-
ily of nine children; and of these E. W. R.,
the father of him of whom we write, and one
sister are the only surviving members.

E. W. R. Simonds was born October 12,
1825, and after attaining his majority was
united in wedlock with Mary Hutton, a
daughter of Jonathan and Harriet (Watrous)
Hutton. , Her parents in their younger years
were farmers and hotel-keepers in this section
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of the State. Both lived to an advanced age,
Mr. Hutton dying at the age of eighty-five
years and his wife at the age of eighty-six
years. Three children were born to Mr. and
Mrs. E. W. R. Simonds, namely: Frederick
A.; Celia, who died at the age of four years;
and Ella, the widow of George Knapp.

Young Frederick was the recipient of excel-
lent educational advantages, after leaving the
district school attending the Pike Seminary,
a well-known institution of learning. When
sixteen years of age, he began to learn the
trade of harness-making and buggy trimming,
and worked at it steadily for five years. In
December, 1872, at twenty-two years of age,
he became Deputy Postmaster under A. J.
Lorish, and retained the position thirteen
years. The following two years Mr. Simonds
was engaged in the retail grocer’s trade, and
since that time has been profitably employed
as sewing machine and general insurance
agent, carrying on a very successful and
lucrative business, his genial and courteous
manners and honorable dealings with his
patrons winning him an extensive patronage
and hosts of friends.

On August 8, 1871, Frederick A. Simonds
was united in marriage to Miss Helen Ran-
dall, a daughter of Gideon and Adelia
(Winegar) Randall, esteemed members of
the farming community of Pike. Mr. and
Mrs. Simonds have two children —a daugh-
ter, Estella, the wife of William M. Timms,
of Broome County; and a son, Glen A., a
young man of eighteen years, who is still pur-
suing his studies. In his political views Mr.
Simonds is a strong advocate of the principles
of the Republican party, and religiously he is
a valued member of the Methodist church.

R. EDWARD W. SOUTHALL, a
very successful homeeopathic phy-
O

sician of Geneseo, N.Y., was born

in England, March 5, 1851, son of

Edward W. and Mary Ann (Darby) Southall,
both natives of England.

His grandfather, Edward Southall, was an

engineer, having charge of stationary engines;

but his father, having received a very liberal

education, became a school-master, and fol-
lowed the profession for about twenty-five
years. He was also an expert stenographer
and a thoroughly competent musician, being
at the early age of sixteen years able to lead
the choir of the Wesleyan church in his
native town in England. In 187z Mr.
Southall emigrated to the United States,
and locating at Pittsburg, Pa., was employed
there for a time as a clerk. Later he re-
moved to Buffalo, N.Y., finding employment
in the same capacity, but finally engaged as
teacher of music and stenography, a profes-
sion which he still follows, and in which he
has been highly successful. He and his
wife reared four children, as follows: Mary
Ann, wife of Mr. Isaac Morris, chief teleg-
rapher of the Western Union Telegraph
Company, Cleveland, Ohio; Edward W., the
subject of this sketch; Eliza, the wife of
Mr. Joseph Marks, a collector of Buffalo;
and Charles F Southall, stenographer, of the
same city. The mother was a member of the
Methodist church, and died at thirty-five
years of age. -

Edward W., the eldest son, received his
early education in England, and at the age of
eighteen years, with the consent of his
father, came to the United States, and en-
tered the machine-shops of P. P. Pratt, Esq.,
at Buffalo, N.Y., where he rapidly gained
knowledge and promotion in his business.
Here he remained until 1875, at which time
he found himself financially able to gratify
his long-cherished desire to enter professional
life as a physician, and for that purpose be-
came a student at the Buffalo University for
one year, after which he attended the Ho-
meceopathic Medical College in New York
City for the same length of time, completing
his four years’ course of study at Cleveland,
Ohio, where he graduated.

Dr. Southall immediately commenced the
practice of medicine in Geneseo, N.Y., com-
ing here as an entire stranger. As a result
of the skill and careful attention displayed in
all cases intrusted to his charge, he has at-
tained wide-spread popularity. During his
residence in Geneseo he has successfully
fought and conquered many difficult cases,
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thus creating dmong the citizens of the town
and, indeed, of the entire locality perfect
confidence in him as a reliable and safe
medical adviser. In 1872 Dr. Southall was
united in marriage to Miss Susanna George,
a lady of English birth. They have had in
all six children — Edward A., a graduate of
the normal school, and now a student in the
Medical University of Buffalo, N.Y.; Flora,
who died in her sixth year; Ethel May;
Hattie Elva; Helen Gertrude; and Horace
Gladstone.

Dr. Southall is a gentleman of culture,
possessing varied  information upon .many
subjects, and is extremely popular among all
classes. He is a member of the Masonic
fraternity, being a member of the Geneseo
Lodge, No. 214, A. F. & A. M., and also of
Keystone Chapter, R. A. M., of Buffalo,
N.Y. He is a member of the County Medical
Society, and is a close observer of all modern
and valuable discoveries in relation to his
profession. In politics he is a Republican,
and in creed a member of the Methodist
church, in which he is officially interested.

RS. MARIETTA BINGHAM
OLDER, daughter of the Ilate
William and Betsy (Knapp) Bing-
ham, resides with her brother,
William M. Bingham, in their pleasant home,
No. 5 Geneseo Street, Warsaw, Wyoming
County, N.Y., to which their parents re-
moved thirty years ago. The Bingham fam-
ily has been well known in these parts for
three-quarters of a century or more, its pres-
ent representatives inheriting, it is needless
to say, in a marked degree the sturdy virtues
of their New England ancestors. Mrs.
Older’s father, William Bingham, was born
in New Hampshire in 1800.

When a young man, Mr. Bingham left the
rocky hills of his native State, and came to
New York, settling in the town of Avon,
Livingston County, where he worked at the
carpenter’s trade with a Mr. Markham. He
subsequently removed to the town of Perry,
and there married a Miss Roe, who died a few
years after, leaving two children, a son and a

daughter, the former of whom died in infancy.
The latter, named Matilda, married Daniel
A. Knopp; and at the age of forty-two years
she, too, passed from carth to the life beyond.

In 1828 Mr. Bingham married Betsy
Knapp, who was born in 1811 in the log
house built by her parents in the town of
Warsaw. Her union with Mr. Bingham was
solemnized in Perry, where they lived for
two years, coming from there to Warsaw in
1830, when their son William, the first-born
of their household, was an infant. For many
years they kept a public house, owning hotels
in Pike, Portage, Buffalo, and Dansville.
On locating in Warsaw Mr. Bingham bought
the Bingham House, which he managed suc-
cessfully for more than thirty years. Dis-
posing of that in 1865, he purchased the
place now owned and occupied by Mrs. Older
and her brother William. The dwelling is a
large frame house, one of the oldest in the
town, pleasantly located and in a fine state
of preservation. Mr. Bingham died here in
1869. His wife Betsy, surviving him, lived
a long and useful life of fourscore years, de-
parting to the home above March 12, 1891
She was a true Christian woman, faithful in
religious duty and a consistent member of the
Episcopal church.

Of the seven children born to the parents
of Mrs. Older three died in infancy; and one,
L.ucien W. Bingham, died March 28, 188s,
at the age of fifty-four ycars. IHe married
Lucy A. Bangs, of Gceorgetown, who lived
but three short months after her marriage,
dying August 15, 1867. Lucien W. Bing-
ham was a man of more than average ability,
and was held in universal esteem throughout
the community. On the breaking out of the
late Civil War, he promptly responded to the
first call for volunteers, enlisting in April,
1861, in the Twenty-third New York Volun-
teer Infantry, which was under the command
of Colonel H. C. Hoffman. He was made
Third Sergeant of Company K, under Captain
N. H. Fowler, and was subsequently pro-
moted for meritorious conduct, remaining
with the regiment until the close of the war,
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Bingham now
living are: William M. Binghay, who has
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been an esteemed resident of the village of
Warsaw all his life; Huldah, the wife of
J. O. McClure, also a resident of Warsaw;
and Mrs. Marietta Bingham Older, with
whose name this brief sketch begins.

MERSON JOHNSON was born August

! 11, 1812, in the town of Sturbridge,

Mass., and comes of an ancestry of
which he may be proud. His grandfather,
James Johnson, was a New Englander, who
served with distinction during the French and
Indian and Revolutionary Wars, and fought
gallantly at Ticonderoga and Crown Point.
James Johnson married Miss Hannah Hard-
ing, who bore him three children, one of
whom, James, Jr., became the possessor of the
family estate upon the death of his father.

The wife of James Johnson, Jr., was Miss
Ursula Belknap, a daughter of Peter Belknap,
a farmer of Sturbridge, and of this union
seven children were born, namely: Harding;
Emeline, who married Mr. Darius Shaw, of
Brimfield, Mass.; Peter and James, twins;
Ursula, who married Gordis May, of Stur-
bridge; Harriet, who married the Rev. Dr.
Robert M. Loughridge; and Emerson. Only
the two youngest of the group, Harriet and
Emerson, are now living. Harriet is a grad-
unate of Mount Holyoke Seminary, of which
she was at one time Acting Principal; but
this position she gave up to take charge of an
institution in the South for the education of
Indian girls. She and her husband have
been largely engaged in missionary work, and
are now living in Texas, where Mr. Lough-
ridge is preaching. Mrs. Ursula Johnson died
in the prime of her life and usefulness, at the
early age of thirty-seven, in Sturbridge, Mass.

Emerson Johnson, at seven years of age
bereft of that incomparable blessing, a
mother’s love, did not fail to receive from
his father an extra share of tenderness. His
educational privileges were not limited to
the common schools; but he pursued a higher
course of study in the Wesleyan Seminary at
Wilbraham and in Monson, so that at the age
of eighteen he was entirely competent to take
in charge the district school, engaging in the

« Delightful task, to rear the tender thought,
To teach the young idea to shoot.”

an occupation he pursued for some years, after
which he returned to the old homestead, and
remained there until 1866. In 1861 Mr.
Johnson was elected to the House of Repre-
sentatives of Massachusetts, and in 1865 was
elected a member of the Senate. Before
these honors were conferred upon him he had
held several offices in his immediate locality,
having served six years as Assessor, for ten
years on the School Committee as examiner
of teachers. In 1866 he came to Brightside,
the beautiful home of his son-in-law, Dr.
James H. Jackson, in Dansville. Here he
purchased a house, and after a time he be-
came Steward. While the new sanatorium
was in process of building, he went abroad
and spent some months travelling in Great
Britain and on the continent.

Mr. Johnson married in 1838 Miss Hannah
Arnold, a daughter of Richard Arnold, of
Sturbridge. Three children were born to
him by this marriage — James A., Catharine,
and Hannah. James A. enlisted in 1861 in
Company G, Fifty-sixth Massachusetts In-
fantry. After the battle of Newbern in
North Carolina, being seriously ‘ill, he was
discharged, and came home to die, as he
thought, but recovered, again enlisted, and
was killed in the battle of Spottsylvania
Court-house, while in temporary command of
his company. Catharine married Dr. James
H. Jackson (see sketch of James H. Jackson,
M.D., on another page of this volume). She
is a graduate of the New York Woman'’s
College, and is in active practice, assisting
her husband at the sanatorium. 'They have
one son, Dr. James Arthur Jackson, who is
business manager of his father’s establish-
ment.  Hannah Johnson married F W.
Hurd, and has two children — Fanny and
Anna. Mrs., Hannah Johnson died in 1844
at twenty-eight years of age. Mr. Johnson
married for his second wife Fanny L. Brown,
a graduate of Holyoke, who had been a
teacher, and was a daughter of Benjamin
Brown, of Bloomfield, Conn. Two children
were born of this union, one of whom, a
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daughter, Lucy, lived to maturity. She mar-
ried Mr. Smalley, of Atchison, Kan., and is
the mother of six children — Orton, Cath-
erine, Sarah, Emerson, Mary, and Merwin.
The grand-daughter, Fanny Hurd, married
Hugh Brown, and went with her husband as
a medical missionary to Corea, but returned
to Southern California, where they are now
practising medicine. They have two chil-
dren — Donald and Agnes.

In political faith Mr. Emerson Johnson is
a Republican, an evolution from the “old
line” Whig. It is the lot of few men to see
so many of his children occupying honorable
and enviable positions as he has done. An-
other page presents to view a portrait of this
gentleman, who, like Tennyson’s King
Arthur, *“has worn through all the track of
years the white flower of a blameless life,”
and may here be set down as an example of
our American nobility.

AMUEL R. NICHOLS, who has
long been identified with the farm-

ing interests of Wyoming County,

has resided at his present home for
seventy years, and has gained an excellent
reputation as an honest, upright business man
and a true and loyal citizen. His farm is lo-
cated in the south-eastern part of the town of
Attica, being the homestead property which
his father, Zadock Nichols, Jr., wrested from
the wilderness. Mr. Nichols was born in
Oneida County, N.Y., August 3, 1820, and is
the worthy descendant of a hero of the Revolu-
tionary War.

Zadock Nichols, Sr., his paternal grand-
father, was born in Ireland, and, having emi-
grated from there to Boston prior to the
Revolution, assisted at the memorable Tea
Party in the harbor, on the evening of Decem-
ber 16, 1773. He was an active participant in
the battle of Bunker Hill, and served through-
out the subsequent seven years' struggle for
independence under the command of General
Washington. He had a family of six children,
four sons and two daughters. Luther, a mer-
chant in Massachusetts, reared a family of
thirteen children. Stephen, a laboring man,

who spent his life in the old Bay State, was
the father of twelve children. David, also a
laboring man, reared nine children. Zadock,
Jr., was the father of Samuel R. Calista, a
spinster, who lived to the age of ninety years,
was a silk weaver, and used to raise the silk-
worms, hiring people to pick the leaves for
them to eat. Her sister Basha died at the age
of sixteen years. The elder Zadock Nichols
lived to celebrate his one hundred and first
birthday, and only six months prior to his
decease cut cord wood, on the mountain side,
in Brimfield, Mass., where he had made his
home for many years. His wifc died at the
age of fourscore.

Zadock Nichols, Jr., was born in Brimfield,
June 8, 1785, and, on leaving the parental
roof-tree, went to the Mohawk valley in this
State, where on the first day of the year 1815
he married Melinda Marvin. Seven years
later, accompanied by his wife and two chil-
dren, he moved from Rome, N.Y., where he
had lived for a year, to Middleburgh, Scho-
harie County, the journey thither being made
on an old-fashioned ox sled. In February,
1824, he bought one hundred and fifty acres of
wild land, which is now included in the pres-
ent farm of his son Samuel, paying five dollars
per acre. He was in humble circumstances,
unable to pay cash; and Mr. Nichols of
whom we write can remember walking to
Batavia, barefooted, on two diffcrent occasions,
to carry the interest money, the entire twenty-
five dollars at one time being in silver, and
proving a heavy load. The produce of the
land was then very cheap; and he once drew
seventeen bushels of wheat seven miles on an
ox sled, over bare ground, and, selling it, re-
ceived in payment a pair of stoga boots. Pre-
daceous animals still prowled dangerously near
the forest-girdled home, and in one night of
1828 seventy sheep on this farm were killed by
wolves. Here the father spent the remainder
of his life, which was suddenly terminated in
1849, the accidental upsetting of his sleigh
causing fatal injuries. His widow lived until
August 16, 1863, when her remains also were
laid to rest in the rural cemetery at Dale. Of
the children born to them several died in in-
fancy, and the following grew to nmture years:



90 ' BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW

Alonzo; Samuel R.; Calista; Zadock, the
third, who was accidentally killed December
22, 1893; and Henry.

Samuel R. was five years old when his par-
ents brought him to the farm where, with the
exception of five months, he has since lived.
He received his education in the typical pio-
neer school-house, his seat being the flat side
of a slab. On October 26, 1848, he was
united in marriage to Fidelia D. Scribner,
who was brought from the place of her nativ-
ity, Granville, Washington County, to Genesee
County, at the age of twelve years, by her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Jay Scribner. They sub-
scquently removed to Attica, where Mrs.
Scribner departed this life in 1873, and her
husband on the gth of September, 1875.
Their other children are as follows: Mrs. Bet-
sey Rich, of Trumbull, Ohio; Sarah, wife of
Silas Norton, of the same place; Alonzo, a
farmer in Eagle; Mary Brakeman; and Thomas
Scribner, an officer in the army during the late
Civil War.

Seven children have been reared by Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel R. Nichols, all but one of whom
are married. Sarah Althea, the wife of Joseph
Macauley, has eight children. Calista is at
home with her parents. Lucy is the wife of
Edward Warner, of Corning. Eugene, who
carries on the home farm, married Mary Put-
ney; and they are the parents of three chil-
dren. Mary, wife of Rollin E. Thompson,
has one daughter. Lillian, wife of William
Smith, of Perry, has five children. Ida, wife
of Franklin Matteson, has one daughter. Re-
ligiously, Mr. Nichols is a member of the Free
Baptist church. In politics both he and his
son are active members of the Republican
party, and take an intelligent interest in every-
thing pertaining to the highest interests of the
town and county of which they are esteemed
citizens.

ILLIAM TOUSEY a well-to-do
farmer of the highest respectability
in the town of Portage, Livingston

County, N.Y., was born in Genesee County,
July 16, 1818. He is of New England an-
cestry, his grandfather, John Tousey, having

been a native of Connecticut, as was also his
father, Alonzo Tousey.

John Tousey removed to Genesee County,
New York, bringing all his earthly possessions
with him, and worked out until able to settle
himself in life, which he very soon did upon
a small farm in the town of Stafford, where he
continued to reside until his death. Alonzo
Tousey, son of John, received his education in
Genesee County, and followed agriculture as a
means of livelihood all his life. He came to
Livingston County in 1835, and settled upon a
farm of one hundred acres in the town of Por-
tage. He was untiring in his efforts to suc-
ceed, and ere long was in circumstances which
enabled him to erect a very comfortable frame
house. This house is still standing, and is
now occupied by his son. The maiden name
of his first wife was Sally Adams, and the fol-
lowing children were born to them: Hiram,
Jane E., George T., and William. Mrs.
Sally Adams Tousey died when her youngest
son, William, of this sketch, was quite young;
and her widowed husband married a second
time, the lady being Betsy Curran. They
reared three children — Thomas, Martha, and
Alvin.  Alonzo Tousey was about fifty-six
years of age at the time of his death. He
was a Deacon and a Trustee of the Methodist
church, his first wife also being a member of
that church. )

Their son William. was educated as well as
was possible at the district schools, and, like
his father, preferred above everything else the
independent life of a farmer. At the decease
of his father he purchased the several interests
of the other heirs, and continues to reside at
the old homestead. He married in 1845 Sarah
Bennett, daughter of Thomas T. and Betsy A.
(Sherman) Bennett, who came to Livingston
County in 1818, and were pioneers. They
settled in the town then called Nunda, and,
building a plank house, carried on the clothing
business, and also operated a saw-mill. They
made all of their own clothing, the wheel on
which the women spun and wove the material
still being in the possession of the family.
Thomas T. Bennett died in Portage; and his
wife went to Michigan, where she passed the
remainder of her days. Mr. and Mrs. Tousey
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have reared four children — Cornelia, Emma
J., Caroline A., and Lucius C. Charles B.
and William C. died in infancy. Cornelia
married Augustine Godwin; and they have two
daughters — Edith G. and Grace T. Caroline
married John J. Williams, and. resides in
Michigan. Emma J. is still at home. Lu-
cius C., the much loved son and brother, was
taken from the family circle on October 20,
1804, while residing in Michigan. His re-
mains were brought home and interred in
Hunt’s cemetery.

William Tousey has served the community
faithfully in positions of trust and responsi-
bility, having been Collector and Poor Master
for many years, and also School Trustee. He
has been a Republican since the formation of
the party, casting his first Presidential ballot
for General William H. Harrison, and his lat-
est Presidential vote for Benjamin Harrison.
Mr. Tousey is a worthy representative of the
prosperous and intelligent farming population
of Western New York, whose ancestors in the
face of almost insurmountable difficulties made
possible the grand results which are so plainly
visible throughout the State.

and prosperous farmer, owning one hun-
dred and eighty-five acres of land lying
in Distriet No. 13 in the town of
Sheldon, Wyoming County, N.Y., was born on
the other side of the broad Atlantic, being a
native of the town of Dehachy, Belgium, six
miles from the city of Arlon, where his birth
occurred in 1833, on the 24th of March.
His parents, Francis and Catherine (Leffer-
ing) Klein, came to this country with their
two children, Charles and John, leaving Havre,
France, in a sailing-vessel, and being forty-
four days on the water. From New York City
they came by canal to Buffalo, and thence to
Sheldon, where the father bought thirty acres
of woodland, paying six dollars per acre.
Having but nine dollars in money when he
reached Sheldon, he had to run in debt for the
property; but with the assistance of his two
sons he cleared and improved the land, paid
off the indebtedness, and bought another thirty

@' OHN KLEIN, an energetic, industrious,

acres, for which he gave nine dollars an acre.
On the farm which he redeemed from the wil-
derness Francis Klein lived until called to the
brighter world, April 12, 1859. His widow,
Catherine Klein, who outlived him a quarter
of a century, retained her faculties to the last,
and died at the advanced age of ninety-one
years.

John Klein, the second of the two sons
named above, obtained a good practical educa-

“tion in the country of his nativity; and, after

leaving the parental roof, he worked out as a
farm laborer by the.year, being four years in
the employ of Ephraim Durfee, of Orangeville,
receiving thirty-six dollars wages the first
year, fifty dollars the second, seventy-five dol-
lars the third, and the fourth year he was given
one hundred dollars and a pair of boots. He
afterward worked for his former employer’s
son, Burton Durfee, nine months, receiving
nine dollars a month. He continued thus
laboring until the death of his father, the
highest compensation he ever received having
been one hundred and forty dollars per year.
Forty-five acres of the paternal homestead fell
to his share. He paid his brother for one-
half of it, and farmed on this for twelve years
before buying the farm where he now resides,
which forms a portion of his one hundred
and eighty-five acres. This he bought in
1870, and the following year moved on to it
with his family. Mr. Klein carries on mixed
husbandry, raising the staple grains of the
county, and keeping a dairy of twenty cows,
sending the'milk to the factory. Diligent in
his calling, honorable and upright in his deal-
ings with others, he is held in high respect
throughout the entire community, and is one
of the valued citizens of the town. In poli-
tics he is a stanch Democrat; and, religiously,
he and his family are members of the Roman
Catholic church.

Mr. John Klein was united in marriage in
1859 with Catherine Redding, a native of Bel-
gium. Of the ten children born to them, one,
Lucy, died October 26, 1889, at the age of
eight years. The record of the others is as
follows: Lany, the wife of Michael D.
George, of Sheldon, has four children.
Frank, a single man, resides in Patavia. Ed-
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ward lives at home. Mary lives in Batavia.
Eva is at home. Albert is a farm laborer.
John resides on the home farm. Henry works
in Batavia. Willis, a boy of fourteen, lives at
home with his parents.

EORGE S. EWART, a highly suc-
cessful farmer of Groveland, Living-
ston County, and Chairman of the

Democratic Central Committee, was born in
the above-named town, January 12, 1835.
His father, William Ewart, was a native of
County Armagh, Ireland, and was the son of
George and Sarah (Smith) Ewart, a sketch of
whom appears also in this work.

William Ewart came to America with his
parents when he was very young, and was
reared to agricultural pursuits. After attain-
ing his majority, he became associated with
his brothers in farming, and with them suc-
ceeded to the ownership of the old homestead.
By careful and prudent living he acquired pos-
session of one hundred and forty-four acres of
land, adjoining the old homestead on the
south; and here he resided until his decease,
which occurred in 1851. His wife was El-
vira Stevens, a daughter of Walter Stevens,
and a native of Vermont. Her father, who
was born in New England, was a pioneer in
the town of Richmond, Ontario County, N.Y.,
where she was reared. Mrs. William Ewart
lived to the advanced age of eighty-three years,
and had six children, as follows: Catherine
S., George S., Mary C., Anna, Jennie M.,
and Elizabeth.

George S., the only son of his parents, was
educated at Temple Hill Academy, Geneseo,
and, after finishing his course there, attended
the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary at Lima.
Having completed his education, he returned
to the old homestead, resumed farming, and
finally inherited the property. He has from
time to time added purchases to his farm, and
at the present time is owner of nearly four
hundred acres of highly cultivated land. Aside

from farming, he has for a number of years’

been in the wool business, and for the past
six years has successfully conducted a brisk
trade in grain at Groveland Station. In 1861

Mr. Ewart married Marilla P. Merrell, of
Richmond, Ontario County, N.Y, daughter of
Nelson and Polly (Goodwin) Merrell; and they
have two children — Helen M. and Fannie E.
Helen M. is the wife of Orrin C. Lake. Fan-
nie E. married Murray L. Gamble, and has
three children — Roxy M., Mary L., and
Helen E.

Mr. Ewart has always been a Democrat in
politics, and cast his first Presidential vote for
James Buchanan. He has held various offices
of public trust, has been Chairman of the
Democratic Central Committee of Livingston
County since 1889, and served nine years 4s a
member of the County Board of Supervisors,
two years of which he was its Chairman. He
was also Justice of the Peace for twelve years.
He is Loan Commissioner, having been ap-
pointed by Governor Hill, and at present is
the sole commissioner in Livingston County:
Mr. Ewart is also Treasurer of the Craig Epi-
leptic Colony. Socially, he is a most amiable
companion, sympathetic and liberal. He isa
devoted brother of the Masonic fraternity,
being a member of Geneseo Lodge, No, 214,
A F &A M. :

ENRY HARRISON, a carriage man-
ufacturer of North Centre Street,
Geneseo, N.Y., was born in Eng-
land, October 9, 1844. His parents,
John and Margaret (Latham) Harrison, were
also natives of England, and worthy repre-
sentatives of that distinguished people, who,
with some faults, ‘‘have,’”’ it has been well
said, ‘‘many virtues, many advantages, and
the proudest history of the world.’’ Mr. and
Mrs. Harrison had three children, namely:
two sons, John and Henry, and a daughter
Elizabeth, who died in youth. .
Henry was but six years old when his father
died, and he went to live with his maternal
grandfather, who was a tailor and carried on
the business. The lad attended school until
he was fourteen, when he began to work as an
apprentice, to learn the trade of gas-pipe
manufacturing, which was then a hand prod-
uct. He was employed in that business seven
years; and then, having attained his majority,
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his mother having passed away some time pre-
viously, he came to America. After working
for some time in Geneseo at the machinist’s
trade, which he had learned in connection with
the gas-pipe manufacture, he bought up the
property, and went into the carriage business
on a small scale at first, but making his own
designs, and later developing a more extensive
establishment. Here he manufactures all kinds
of carriage fittings, and fine grades of the lat-
est patterns in road wagons, brakes, tops, four-
in-hands, besides a great variety of fancy
carriages and other travelling equipages. Mr.
Harrison's work, which is done by hand, the
materials being of the choicest kinds, has now
become celebrated for its superior qualities,
in all the large cities of the Union.

This is a narrative of more than ordinary in-
terest, as it shows what may be accomplished
by an intelligent apprehension of the laws
which control mechanical design, coupled with
patient perseverance and a thoroughness with-
out which perfection cannot be attained in any
work. From being a poor boy in England,
destined eventually to shift for himself, Mr.
Harrison has gone steadily onward until at
length he has achieved a deserved recognition
of his work and its value. Perhaps a word
might be said in passing as to the advantage to
be gained by apprenticeship, which is more
common in England than in the United States.
The boy who enters a factory generally learns
but one part of the work, as in the mills are
found spinners, weavers, binders, and the like;
but the boy apprenticed to a trade, if he has
intelligence, learns the whole business, and
becomes equipped by a varied knowledge which
is valuable in any trade in which the same
principles are applied. To such advantages
may, perhaps, be attributed, in a degree, the
business success of Henry Harrison.

Mr. Harrison was married on February 23,
1871, to Miss Margaret Thompson, of Gen-
eseo, whose father, Irwell Thompson, has long
been a prominent resident of this town. Their
children are two in number — William H.,
who has been through the college at Roches-
ter, and is now studying law with Hubbard &
Coyne; and Elizabeth, who is in a normal
school, preparibg to become a teacher. Mr.

Harrison is a member of the Geneseo Masonic
Grand Lodge, No. 214. He is a trustee of
the village, advocates Republican principles,
and is a member of the Episcopal denomina-
tion.

EV. GEORGE KEMP WARD, who

has been for more than twenty years

pastor of the First Presbyterian

Church at Dansville, was born in the

city of Rochester, N.Y., January 9, 1848. His

father, Levi A. Ward, and his grandfather,

also named Levi, were natives of Connecticut,

where the latter was a physician in the town

of Lyme. Dr. Levi Ward removed to Bergen,

Monroe County, N.Y., and later to Rochester,

where he was a pioneer in the practice of

medicine, and continued his professional ca-

reer up to the time of his decease. FHe reared
a large family.

Levi A. Ward, son of Dr. Ward, was edu-
cated in the public schools of Rochester.
When he was still a very young man, and
Rochester was but a small town, he and his
brother William started in trade. In 1838
they dissolved partnership, and Levi A. ac-
cepted a position as agent of the Atna Insur-
ance Co., of Hartford, Conn., having the very
first insurance office established in Rochester.
He continued to represent this well-known
company until his decease, a son assisting him
during his latter years; and the business is
still carried on by a grandson of its original
promoter. ILevi A. Ward was a very promi-
nent man in Rochester, highly successful in
business, and was Mayor of that city about the
year 1855. He died at the age of eighty
years, esteemed and respected by a large circle
of friends and associates, leaving a widow,
whose maiden name was Harriet Kemp. Mrs.
Ward’s father was George Kemp, who had
been a whaleship-owner at the Isle of Wight,
England, and who, while emigrating to Mich-
igan, stopped at Rochester, and, meeting some
old friends, was finally induced to go up the
Genesee valley to Groveland, where he pur-
chased a farm known at the present time as the
Kemp farm, upon which he resided for some
time. Later he removed to Michigan, where
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he died at the age of eighty years. The
Kemps were members of the Congregational
church. Harriet was one of a large family, of
whom seven are still living. She was the sec-
ond wife of Mr. Levi A. Ward, and reared six
out of eleven children, including: Mary E.;
Levi F., who followed his father in the insur-
ance business; George Kemp, the subject of
this sketch; Frank A., business manager of
Ward's Natural Science Establishment, Roch-
ester; and Herbert L., a lawyer of the above-
named city. Mrs. Harriet Kemp Ward still
resides in Rochester, at the age of eighty-
three, and is a member of St. Peter’s Presby-
terian Church of that city.

George K. Ward passed his boyhood in
Rochester, obtaining his preparatory education
at the Geneseo Academy, which he attended for
three years, and the Rochester Collegiate In-
stitute. In 1864 he entered the University of
Rochester, but, after pursuing his studies for a
period of six months, was obliged to relinquish
them for a time on account of illness. The
next' year he entered Princeton College, class
of 1869, was graduated at the end of the
course, and for a year was a private tutor in
Rochester. He then returned to Princeton,
entering the Theological Seminary, where he
pursued a three years’ course of study. At
the end of his second year he was called to the
pastorate of the First Presbyterian Church in
Dansville. He, however, preferred to com-
plete his theological course before entering
upon the arduous duties of a pastor, and was
not ordained till after graduating from the
seminary. Since Mr. Ward became pastor of
this church in 1873 its membership has in-
creased from two hundred and twenty-one to
over four hundred. The present uew structure
was erected in 1891 at a cost of about eighteen
thousand dollars. With one exception, it is
the finest church edifice in the county. The
society is the very strongest, and, under the
wise guidance of Mr. Ward, is in a most flour-
ishing condition, financially as well as spirit-
ually.

In 1873 the Rev. George K. Ward was
united in marriage to Miss Caroline E. Pier-

pont, the estimable and accomplished daughter

of J. E. Pierpont, of Rochester, Secretary and

Treasurer of the Monroe County Savings Bank,
and a prominent business man of that city.
She was one of four children. Mr. and
Mrs. Ward have five children, as follows:
Edward P., Levi Alfred, Ruth, Charles
Sloan, and Kenneth Kemp. Edward P. is
a graduate of the Dansville public schools,
and now a student at Princeton, in the class
of 1896, preparing for a professional life. .
Levi Alfred was educated at the public.
schools of Dansville, and is now occupying
a position as assistant book-keeper in the
Merchants’ and Farmers’ National Bank of
Dansville. ’

The Rev. Mr. Ward has always been a very
close student, not only of theology and kindred
branches, but in other fields of thought and
learning. At college he was a member of the
Delta Psi. He has devoted considerable time
to literature, and this, too, with success.
Among his productions may be mentioned a
very intéresting volume entitled ‘‘After Nine
Years,”’ a history of his class for that number
of years after graduation. Later this was car-
ried forward in ‘‘The Vigentennial,’’ or the
record of the class for twenty years. His last
publication, issued in 1894, is a unique, taste-
ful little volume called ‘‘The Record of a
Life,”’ containing poems appropriate to various
phases and events, such as birth, baptism, par-
entage, the covenant of marriage, and death.
It has received flattering notices from the
press, and has called forth numerous compli-
mentary personal letters.

During his long residence in Dansvilie the
Rev. Mr. Ward has always taken a deep inter-
est in social, moral, and political questions,
as well as religious matters, and his influence
has been widely felt as a power for good in the
community. He is a worker of untiring en-
ergy. His preaching is simple, forcible, and
interesting; and his popularity as a pulpit
orator is made manifest by the large numbers
outside of its regular membership who attend
his church. His long and unbroken connec-
tion with his society is sufficient proof of mut-
ual esteem and unaffected love. Mrs. Ward is
a most able and faithful helper in all church
affairs, and is President of the Woman's So-
ciety for Foreign Missions.
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VALENTINE WELKER, a progres-
sive, prosperous, and enterprising agri-
culturist of Wyoming County, is the
owner of two hundred and sixty-four

acres of well-improved land, pleasantly located
in the town of Attica, where he carries on
general farming, stock-raising, and dairying on
a large scale. He was born in 1836 in Baden-
Baden, which was also the birthplace of his
parents, Valentine and Mary (Ribzalp) Welker.

The father left Germany in the year 1843,
sailing from Havre, and being forty-four days
crossing the ocean. He was accompanied by
his wife and six children, and the journey to
Buffalo was made via the canal. Another
child was born in Bennington, Wyoming
County. Valentine Welker was possessed of
means, and bought sixty acres of land in
Bennington, situated about three miles west
of Attica. Six years later he sold that, and
bought a farin of eighty-five acres lying in
the south-east corner of Bepnington, and pay-
ing twenty-nine dollars per acre. Here he
carried on mixed husbandry until his decease,
which occurred in 1884, when he was seventy-
five years of age. He accumulated quite a
property, leaving an estate worth about seven
thdusand dollars. His first wife departed this
life in 1859, aged forty-nine years. She bore
him seven children, of whom four are now
living, namely: Henry, a farmer in Benning-
ton; Elizabeth, widow of Christian Ripstine;
J. Valentine, of Attica; and Lena, widow of
Coonrode Dauber, of Bennington. He subse-
quently formed a second matrimonial alliance;
and of that union five children were born, of
whom all are living with the exception of a
daughter who died when a miss of twelve
years.

J. Valentine Welker received a good com-
mon-school education, and did not leave home,
except to work out three summers, until- his
marriage. He is now the owner of two farms,
which he has carried on with very profitable
results for more than thirty years. These two
farms are connected; and he occupied the
brick house on the south half of the estate sev-
eral years before moving into his present sub-
stantial frame house, near which are situated
the spacious and conveniently arranged barns

and necessary farm buildings for successfully
carrying on his work. He keeps twenty-four
cows, sending the milk to Buffalo, has also a
few sheep, and works six horses. On his farm
are two large orchards, which in former years
yielded an abundance of fine fruit, but, like
others in Western New York, are at present
nearly barren.

On January 14, 1863, Mr. Welker was
united in marriage with Evena Clor, a native
of Wyoming County, and a daughter of Adam
and Margaret (Raymér) Clor, both of whom
were born in Germany. Her father died on
his farm in Orangeville in 1864, aged fifty-
three years; and her mother, in 1889, aged’
seventy-four years. All of the eight children
born to Mr. and Mrs. Clor married; and all
are now living except one daughter, who died,
leaving three children. Six are residents of
this county; but the youngest daughter, Sarah,
is the wife of the Rev. W. Morley, of Beaver
Falls, N.Y. Two children have been born
to Mr. and Mrs. Welker. The eldest, Willard
G., is principal of the Dalton Union School,
of Livingston County. He is finely educated,
having been graduated from the Attica school
and from the Buffalo Normal School. He
married Miss Jennie Baldwin, and they have
one son and one daughter. The youngest son,
Arthur J. Welker, a youth of fifteen years, is
still in school. In politics Mr. Welker affil-
iates with the Democratic party; and, relig-
iously, he and his family are believers in the
doctrine of the Baptist church.

ARKLEY MILLER, the scion of a
pioneer family of Livingston County,
is not only the owner of the home-
stead property on which his father

and grandfather first settled, but is the propri-
etor and manager of 2 mill in the town of
Mount Morris, where he and his brother, as
equal partners, are carrying on an extensive
business. Mount Morris is the place of his
birth, February 14, 1838, being the date
thereof. His father, Barkley Miller, Sr., was
a native of Warren County, New Jersey; and
of that State John. Miller, his grandfather,
was a life-long resident.




96 BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW

Barkley Miller, Sr., was brought up on a
farm, and engaged in agricultural work in his
native State until 1831, when, accompanied by
his wife and their three children, he migrated
to New York. They made the journey with
teams, bringing their entire stock of worldly
goods. Mr. Miller bought a tract of partly
improved land in Livingston County, two and
one-half miles from Tuscarora toward the
north-west; and into the small frame house
which stood upon the place he moved with his
family. A very few acres of the land had
been cleared; and he at once began the her-
culean task of felling and removing the re-
maining forest trees, grubbing out the stumps,
and preparing the land for tillage. He was
subjected to many of the inconveniences of the
very early pioneer settlers, the nearest market
being Geneseo, whither he had to draw his
wheat, which was then shipped down the river.
He was quite successful in his farming opera-
tions, and added more land to his original pur-
chase, carrying on mixed husbandry until his
decease. He moved twice, and spent his last
days near Tuscarora, where he departed this
life at the age of sixty-seven years, survived
by his good wife, who lived fourscore years.
Her maiden name was Catherine Smith; and
she was a daughter of Peter and Hannah Ann
Smith, whose entire lives were spent in New
Jersey. Ten children were born to Barkley,
Sr., and Catherine (Smith) Miller; namely,
Hiram, Hannah M., Catherine, Elizabeth,
Peter, Sarah J., Barkley, Garrett, David, and
Tamson.

Young Barkley, who was one of the later-
born children, remained at home until attain-
ing his majority, receiving a common-school
education, and a very practical training in
agricultural labors on the home farm, where
with the exception of the year 1859, which he
spent in Iowa, he remained until his marriage.
Prior to this important event Mr. Miller. had
bought land two and one-half miles from Tus-
carora; and there he and his young wife lived
until 1872, when he removed to the village of
Tuscarora. In 1871 he bought an interest in
the mill with his brother Garrett, and has
since been engaged in milling, although he is
still interested in agricultural pursuits. He is

a man of well-known business capacity, sound
judgment, and one whose opinions are held in
general respect.

The marriage ceremony uniting the destinies
of Mr. Miller and Mary Helen McDuffy was
performed in 1869. Of this union two chil-
dren have been born— Carl and Harvey.
Mrs. Miller is a native of Seneca County, New
York, where her parents, Harmon and Mar-
garet McDuffy, were residents at the time of
her birth. Politically, Mr. Miller is a stanch

‘Democrat; and he and his excellent wife are

conscientious members of the Presbyterian
church.

AJOR HENRY A. WILEY, at
present -an agriculturist, whose
residence is in the village of
Springwater, Livingston County,
was born in Springwater, August 4, 1835.
His great-grandfather came to America from
Ireland; but his grandfather, Samuel, and his
father, John Wiley, were natives of Berkshire
County, Massachusetts. The family has a not-
able military record, both grandfather and
great-grandfather having served in the War
of the Revolution, and the father in the War
of 1812; while the two sons, Henry A. and
Robert, were in the War of the Rebellion from
1861 to 1865.

John Wiley spent his early life as a boy on
his father’s farm, attending the district school
and helping in farm work. Before attaining
his majority, he went to the Black River coun-
try, in Lewis County, New York, not remain-
ing there long, however, but coming in 1813 to
Springwater, which at that time had only a few
log cabins scattered here and there. He pur-
chased here a small tract of land, built a card-
ing-machine mill, and for a while followed
blacksmithing and milling, having a saw-mill
and a grist-mill on the site of the old mill in
the village. These occupations he carried on
for many years; but later, having come to a
realization of the transitoriness of the earthly
life and the supreme importance of preparing
for the life to come, he was converted from his
love of the world and entered the Methodist
ministry as an itinerant preacher. His house
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soon became the home of the circuit riders
throughout all this region; and the Major, his
son, well remembers capturing one and an-
other of the horses of the ministers and riding
off in the evening for a midnight ‘‘lark,’”
somewhat after the fashion of Brom Bones, as
-related by Irving in ‘“The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow.”” These exploits enlivened the labors
of the farm, and doubtless aided in the devel-
opment of those qualities of dash and daring
that stood him so well in the exciting experi-
ences of the war in which he later took so
active a part.

Becoming somewhat broken in health, the
Rev. John Wiley was appointed by the confer-
ence of which he was a member to solicit sub-
scriptions for the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary
and the Genesee College. In the years 1849~
50 he became quite promlnent in connection

with Mr. John McGee, in collectmg subscrip- .

tions for locating and carrying forward to com-
pletion the railroad from Corning to Rochester.
After this work was well under way, he went to
Ohio as a contractor, taking the job of the
masonry on the railroad between Cleveland and
. Sandusky, through Vermilion and  Huron.
While engaged in this great undertaking, his
health broke down, and he was obliged to
return to Springwater. This was in 1859.
After becoming a settled resident of-the town,

‘he was elected to the Assembly; and_ was re-

elected in 1860.

John Wiley married- for. his ﬁrst ‘wife Miss |

Betsy Southworth, by whom he had three chil-
dren — Sarah, Eliza, and John S., “all of whom
are still living. Sarah, the eldest daughter,
was married to the Rev. John ]. Brown, who
was for many years an instructor in the Dans-
ville Seminary, Cornell University, and the
University of Syracuse. Mr. Wiley’'s second
wife, mother of Major Henry A. Wiley, was
Miss Julia B. Hyde, a daughter of Robert
Hyde, and niece of General Harper. They had
seven children, namely: Harper, who married
the daughter of Charles Carroll, of Carrollton;
Robert H.; Charles Wesley; Henry A.; Cyn-
thia E., now deceased, who married G. R.
Wllder, Emily Tucker, who married Mr.
W. W. Capron, of Wayland; and George H.
Mrs.” Julia B. Wiley was born in Virginia,

- warks of the nation.
hofor and to promote its welfare, they make

October 2, 1799, and died in Springwater, De-
cember 16, 1865. She was a member of the
Methodist church. Her husband, the Rewv.
John Wiley, died at the age of seventy-three
years, having well served his day and gener-
ation.

Henry A. Wiley grew up in the town of his
birth, attending the district school and the
Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, also assisting his
father until he entered the army in October,
1861, as a private in Company B, One Hun-
dred and Fourth Regiment. He was soon pro-
moted to the office of Lieutenant, and then to
First Lieutenant on the organization of the
company. His promotions continued rapidly,
raising him to Captain in 1862, then Major,
and then to Lieutenant Colonel, in which
capacity he served until his discharge in 1865.
Major Wiley served in all the prominent en-
gagements ‘of the Army of the Potomac. He
was taken prisoner August 19, 1864, while
with the forces before Petersburg, Va., and
was sent first to the Libby Prison, whence he
was transferred to Salisbury, N.C., and four
weeks later to Dansville, Va., where he re-
mained in confinement till finally he was
paroled. He was discharged at Annapolis in
March, 1865, and then came North to his

‘home and friends.

Major Wiley has been very prominent in
Grand Army matters, and has a fine collection
of medals and badges, about fifty in number,
each one commemorating some association or
gathermg Four generations of citizen sol-
diers! Such men _are the heroes, the real bul-
Ever ready to defend its

worthy inheritors of the country’s prosperity.

I%i DWARD BURRELL. In the language
of Archbishop Whately: ‘‘Man, consid-

ered not merely as an organized
being, but as a rational agent and a member
of society, is perhaps the most wonclelfully
contrived, and, to us, the most interesting
specimen of divine wisdom that we have any
knowledge of.”’ Few gentlemen are more in-
telligent and social than Mr. Burrell, who
commands the respect of the pgople among
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whom he has passed his life, being in every
way an enterprising and sagacious agriculturist
and business man. Though of late years liv-
ing a retired life in Canaseraga, he was born
in Ossian, Livingston County, on May 15,
1823, the year when the President announced
that policy in regard to foreign occupancy of
North America which has since been known as
the Monroe Doctrine.

His father, Isaac Burrell, was a native of
the Northumberland district of England, and
was there bred a cabinet-maker. Coming to
this country in his early manhood, Isaac Bur-
rell worked six years at his trade in Seneca,
Ontario County, but, deciding that the part
of Allegany which is now Livingston County
would be preferable as a permanent residence,
bought land in the town of Ossian, though this
meant hard work in clearing away the prime-
val forest and enduring all sorts of hardships.
There were only three or four log houses in the
neighborhood, and the development of a farm
involved the disposal of large amounts of tim-
ber. By patient labor Isaac Burrell brought
his land into a fine state of cultivation, and
died thereon at the age of sixty-three, in 1857,
having been born in 1794, during Washing-
ton’s second administration. His wife was
Margaret Burrell, her surname being the same
as his own. In fact, they were already dis-
tantly related, she being a native of England,
a daughter of Edward Burrell, who crossed the
seas to settle in Seneca, near Geneva, like his
cousin, Isaac Burrell. She and her husband
had eight children, of whom four survive. Of
these, the eldest is the subject of this sketch,
Edward Burrell, named for his maternal grand-
father. [Elizabeth Burrell became Mrs. Knapp.
Jane Burrell married Stephen Monday, and
resides in Illinois. Mary Burrell resides un-
married in Dansville; and with her the mother
spent her last days, dying at eighty-nine, firm
in the Presbyterian faith, her husband being
an attendant of the same church.

Edward Burrell spent his early years on the
homestead, went to the district school, and
aided his father in the arduous labors of farm-
ing. In 1850, at the age of twenty-seven, he
bought of Thomas P. Smith a farm in the town
of Nunda, Livingston County, and in course of

time was able to erect the frame buildings
wherein he resided for a score of years. After
the death of his father, however, he returned
to the ancestral home in Ossian, and remained
there until 1875. Then he moved to Dans-
ville, where he lived till his brother, who had
been managing the home farm, was killed by a
falling tree, when he again took charge of the
farm, which he still owns, although he now
resides in Canaseraga. His marriage took
place in 1849, when twenty-six years old, the
bride being Henry Rollins’s daughter Betsey,
a native of South Dansville, where she grew
up on her father’s farm, one of several chil-
dren. She died in 1872, after twenty-three’
years of wedded happiness. A few years later
Mr. Burrell married a second time, his wife
being Mrs. Catherine Allen, the widow of
Emery Allen, and a daughter of Jacob Eve-
land, belonging to an old Dansville family.

Mr. Burrell has long been prominent in the
order of Grangers; and he is a stockholder and
Director in the T. G. Wooster Furniture Man-
ufacturing Company, of Canaseraga. He was
for many years an Assessor in Ossian. In
politics he may be called an independent Dem-
ocrat, often voting for the best man, and not
as a partisan. In religion he follows the pa-
rental lead as a Presbyterian, though very lib-
eral in his religious views; but Mrs. Burrell
is a Methodist in belief. He owned a large
saw-mill, and has been an extensive dealer in
lumber. In 1881 he had the misfortune to
lose his mill by fire, and this is a loss hardly
to be repaired; but he still has the homestead
of over two hundred acres of fine tillable land.

Such men are a nation’s bulwarks. A very
good likeness of this worthy citizen meets the
eye of the reader on another page.

HARLES J. BENEDICT, a success-

ful farmer in the town of Perry,
Wyoming County, N.Y., was born

March 20, 1823. He is the grand-

son of Samuel and Anna (Seward) Benedict,
both of whom were born in Connecticut.
They afterward settled in Vermont, where
Samuel Benedict occupied himself in cultivat-
ing his farm. They hgg a family of five sons




BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW

101

and two daughters — Graham, William, Solo-
mon, Truman, Samuel, Sally, and Anna.
Samuel Benedict died at the age of seventy-
six years, and his wife lived to the advanced
age of ninety-two. He was a Whig in poli-
tics, and was a member of the Presbyterian
church, as was also his wife.

Graham, son of Samuel Benedict, was born
in Connecticut, July 27, 1785. In his youth
he left his native State, and went to Man-
chester, Vt., where on September 25, 1814,
he married Lucy Hickox. In February of
the following year they started for their new
home in Lima, Livingston County, N.Y.,
and for two weeks journeyed with their ox
teams over rough and uncleared roads. In

- 1816 Mr. Benedict bought one hundred acres
of land on what was called the Van Rens-
selaer tract in the town of Perry, and re-
moved thither with his family. This country
was then a primeval forest; and here Mr.
Benedict made a clearing for his log house,
erecting the structure which served for a
home for his family for many years. Sawed
timber was then seldom seen in this part of
the country, and therefore blankets were used
for doors. While these improvements were
being made, Mr. Benedict and his wife re-
sided near by with the Norris family, who,
with the hospitality characteristic of those

. times, offered to the new-comers a home until
their own was ready for occupancy. Graham
Benedict cleared most of his land, and soon
fields of waving wheat and corn replaced the
dense forest. This land proved very produc-
tive, and by selling fifty acres he was enabled
to build a house and barn when the accommo-
dations of the log cabin were no longer
sufficient for his increased family. Event-
ually he bought one hundred and five acres
more, and was very successful in the cultiva-
tion of his extensive farm. Graham Benedict
died January 13, 1862, at the age of seventy-
six years; and in March, 1870, his wife
passed away at the age of seventy-nine. She
was a member of the Presbyterian church,
while her husband belonged to the Episcopal
church. He was a Whig in politics, and for
many years an Overseer of the Poor, Com-
missioner of Highways, and Inspector of

Common Schools.  Their children were:
Harriet, who married M. Stratton, and is
now dead; Eunice A., who married J. A.
Thompson, of Perry Centre, and who was the
mother of three children; Samuel; and the
subject of this sketch.

Charles J. Benedict was educated in the
district schools of his native town, and at the
early age of ‘sixteen years he took full charge
of the old homestead. When twenty years of
age, he engaged in farming in company with
his brother-in-law, J. A. Thompson; but
after three years the partnership was dis-
solved, and he continued the work in his own
interest. His brother Samuel lives with
him. January, 1850, Mr. Benedict married
Florilla Herd, daughter of Samuel and
Aurelia (Canfield) Benedict, of Arlington,
Bennington County, Vt. They have had
three children. The eldest, Frank C., born
September 16, 1852, is a commercial trav-
eller; his first wife was Estelle Miner,
who died, leaving one child, Charles Miner,
after which he married Elizabeth Walker, of
Manchester, Vt., his business headquarters
now being 46 Lincoln Street, Boston. Hat-
tie E., born October 26, 1857, married
George W. Silver, a machinist, and lives
at Perry Centre, having one child, Lucy.
Fred G., born December 16, 1868, married
Bertha Bingham, and lives at the old home-
stead.

Charles J. Benedict, besides buying the
home farm, has bought and sold several other
picces of land, has remodelled the house and
barns, building a new wagon house adjacent
to the homestead, and owns several fine tene-
ment houses. His finely cultivated farm in-
cludes about eight acres of orchard land, upon
which he has set out three hundred treces. In
addition to these trees is an apple orchard,
consisting of trees raised from seeds which
were planted by his father.

Mr. Benedict was Highway Commissioner
for three years, and in politics is a Republi-
can. During the Rebellion, being unable to
leave home, he furnished a substitute for the
army. His wife was a member of the Con-
gregational church. She died in 1886, when
but fifty-seven years of age. Mr. Benedict
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has by his energy and industry greatly im-
proved his farm and buildings, and enjoys
well-deserved prosperity.

EORGE W. CLAPP, one of the
prominent residents of the town of

York, Livingston County, N.Y., is
of New England stock, having been born in
Windham County, Connecticut, September 4,
1814. His father, whose name was Nathan B.
Clapp, was also a native of that State. He
came to Livingston County in 1820 with wife
and six children and all his worldly effects in
a wagon. Planning to create a home for them
all in time, though aware that a great deal
had to be done first, he took up about fifty
acres of land, which was at that time a wilder-
ness; and by degrees he cleared it of the
forest growth, drained the moist land, divided
the fields, and planted the virgin soil with
grain and vegetables. Thus going on by
steady, untiring effort, he increased his estate
so that at the time of his death he was the
owner of a farm of one hundred acres. He
lived to be eighty-two years old.

Nathan B. Clapp married Miss Eunice
Durfee; and they raised a family of nine chil-
dren, named respectively Charles, Erastus,
Lucy, Emily, Carrie, George W., James D.,
Thomas B., and Lowell H. The mother of
this large family deserves special mention, so
much was in reality owing to her prudence
and thrift, and the patient courage with
which she met the numberless privations and
hardships incident to the first settling in the
country, the care and training of the children
also largely depending on her. She died at
an advanced age. George W., the sixth
child and fourth son of Nathan and Eunice
Clapp, was about six years old when his
father emigrated from Connecticut to Living-
ston County, New York; and he became a
student first at the public school and later
at the Wyoming Academy. Being an apt
scholar, he was proficient in his studies when
he left the pupil’s desk, and was able to take
the important position of training the young.
This he continued till he had taught as many
as fifty-two terms, all in the town of York,

where it is evident his abilities as an in-
structor of youth were appreciated. In con-
nection with his brother James, he owned a
farm, on which in the intervals of the school
terms he occupied his time. In 1884 he gave
up school-keeping altogether, selling the
farm or his part "interest in it.

Mr. George W. Clapp was married August
21, 1844, to Sarah M. Wells, the daughter of
Joseph and Harriet Wells, of Connecticut.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Clapp are three
daughters — Arabelle E., Auzella C., and
Frances A. Arabelle E. married James A.
Dow, a war veteran residing in York; and
their one child is a daughter named M.
Estelle, who is a teacher in Wyoming
County. Auzella is the wife of Mr. H.
Walker, a Supervisor of the town of York.
Frances married Mr. Fred Robinson, of the
town of Media, Delaware County, Pa. They
have one child, Edna M.

Mr. Clapp has been a superintendent of
the commom schools of the town, and has
served as Justice of the Peace eight years.
He has also been part of the time these later
years an Assessor. In politics Mr. Clapp
has been a member of the Republican party
since its formation. His first Presidential
vote was cast for that great statesman, Daniel
Webster, in 1836.

REDERIC DAVIDSON, a prosperous
merchant in the town of Nunda, has
been actively engaged in business here

for the past forty years, and by his honorable
and upright methods of dealing has won the
regard and confidence of the entire com-
munity. He comes of stanch New England
ancestry, and was himself a native of the
Granite State, June 21, 1816, being the date
of his birth. :

His father, James E. Davidson, was also
born in New Hampshire, where he lived for
upward of threescore years. He was a
cabinet manufacturer by trade, and was also
engaged in mercantile pursuits for many years’
in Hillsboro County. In 1854 he sold out
his business there, and came to Livingston
County, settling in the gown of Nunda, which
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was then an enterprising village, having fully
as large a population as at the present time.
He had been a prominent man in the place of
his nativity, having ‘served as Selectman for
several years. He died on October 29, 1882,
having then almost reached the ninety-third
anniversary of his birth. His wife, Jane
Emerson, daughter of Stephen Emerson, of
New Hampshire, passed to the life eternal
July 11, 1871, at the age of seventy-eight
years. Of the three sons born to them,
James '-., George R., and Frederic, the latter
is the only one now living. (For further
parental history, see genealogy of the David-
son family.)

Frederic Davidson was reared amid the
rugged hills of his native State, and after
pursuing his studies in the district schools
and the Hillsboro Academy entered upon a
mercantile career, entering first the store of
his father in Concord, N.H., where for about
five years he made himself useful, and gained
at the same time a knowledge of the details
of the business. Mr. Davidson then spent a
year in the city of Boston, going thence to
the city of New York, where he was employed
for six years as a book-keeper in a Broadway
establishment. In 1847 he came to Nunda,
where he opened a store for general merchan-
dise, and also became a partner in the foundry
which was then established. He has since
then been continuously engaged in his pres-
ent business, being one of the oldest and
foremost merchants in this vicinity, the store
having been first established in 18535.

Mr. Davidson was married in 1839 to Miss
Charlotte M. Hurd, of Rochester, N.H.; and
their union has been blessed by the birth of
two children, one of whom, Charles F., the
first-born, passed to the higher existence at
the early age of twenty years. The other
child, Francis U. Davidson, is now in busi-
ness with his father. Politically, Mr. David-
son was in the earlier years of his life a
stanch member of the old Whig party, but is
now closely identified with the Democratic
party. His first Presidential vote was cast
for William Henry Harrison in 1840. He
has never been an aspirant for official honors,
but allowed his name to be used as a candidate

for the State legislature in 1860, and has
also been a candidate for supervisor.

APTAIN JACOB A. SCHLICK, a
veteran of the Grand Army of the

Republic, born in the village of

Dansville, Livingston County,
April 1, 1839, has been prominently con-
nected with the agricultural interests of Wy-
oming County for many years. He is a
well-known resident of Bennington, where
he owns a fine farm of one hundred and sixty-
two acres, which is now managed by his
eldest son, Frank A. Schlick, who carries on
general farming and dairying.

Nicholas Schlick, the Captain’s father,
was born in Prussia in February, 1809, and
came to America in 1833 with a party of Ger-
man emigrants, who settled in Dansville at a
time when the country thereabout was com-
paratively new, Geneseo, eighteen miles dis-
tant, being their nearest market and milling-
point. In this company of colonists were
Francis Gunther and his wife Catherine,
whose daughter, also named Catherine, Mr.
Schlick married the following year. Nicho-
las Schlick was a tailor, and followed his
trade some forty years. To him and his wife
twelve children were born, ten of them being
sons, four of whom served bravely in the late
Civil War.

Jacob was reared to manhood in the place of
his nativity, and until eighteen years old
worked on a farm. He then served a three
years’ apprenticeship to the blacksmith’s
trade; and subsequently, thinking a change
of climate might prove beneficial to his
health, he removed to Wisconsin. On the
1g9th of April, 1861, responding to the first
call for volunteers, he enlisted at Baraboo,
Wis., in a company which was quickly and
rapidly filled in the expectation of joining
the First Wisconsin Regiment; but, there
being fifty companies ahead of it, the Baraboo
company was assigned to the Sixth Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry as Company A. Its com-
mander, Captain Malloy, was promoted
through the various ranks to that of Briga-
dier-general. Mr. Schlick entered the com-
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pany as a private, was promoted to be First
Sergeant, and on the reorganization of the
company in 1862 was made Second Lieu-
tenant in the Twenty-third Wisconsin Volun-
teer Infantry. In August of that year he was
again promoted, becoming Captain of Com-
pany F His military record was one of
which he may well be proud, and covered a
period of more than four years. He was in-
jured at the close of the war by a drunken
soldier in New Orleans, and now receives a
small pension.

On October 23, 1866, Jacob A. Schlick
was united in marriage with Florence E.
Day, a native of Bennington, N.Y., and the
daughter of Volney and Electa (Gratton)
Day, the former of whom was born in Con-
necticut and the latter in Oneida County in
this State. The Day family originated in
Wales, its first representative on American
soil being Robert Day, who arrived in Bos-
ton, Mass., in 1634, living there until 1639,
when he removed to Hartford, Conn. The
grandparents of Mrs. Schlick, Linus and
Lydia (Holcomb) Day, were early pioneer
settlers of Bennington, coming here from
their Connecticut home in 1813, journeying
through the trackless woods with ox teams,
and out of their scanty hoard of money buying
fifty acres of wild land, from which they im-
proved a farm.

The pleasant wedded life of Captain and
Mrs. Schlick has been blest by the birth of
three children, all of whom live at home,
their names being as follows: Frank A,
Volney D., and Agnes E. In politics Mr.
Schlick is a straight Republican and an
earnest advocate of the principles of that party.
He was reared to the Catholic faith, but he has
not adhered to the doctrines of that church.

ACOB MOYER HAGEY, M.D.,, a
gentleman of high social and profes-
sional standing, is one of the most
eminent physicians of this section of

Livingston County, and has a large and lucra-
tive practice in Mount Morris, where he has
resided since 1881. He was born in the town
of Line Lexington, Montgomery County, Pa.

The Hagey family, whose name was origi-
nally spelled Haguy, had its origin in the
province of Alsace-Lorraine, and was first
represented on American soil by three
brothers of that name, all of whom emigrated
to the United States in Colonial days. One
brother, it is said, was a member of General
Lafayette’s staff, and after the Revolution
settled in the South. One brother located
near St. Louis; and the other, the great-
grandfather of the Doctor, became a resident
of Eastern Pennsylvania, where he followed
the trade of a watch and clock maker as long
as he lived. Jacob Hagey, the Doctor’s
grandfather, was born in Lower Salford, Pa.,
and, having learned the trade of his father,
carried it on for some years in the town of
his nativity. Removing to Hilltown, Bucks
County, he there bought a farm, which he
superintended, at the same time pursuing his
former occupation until the time of his
decease. He married Sally Gerhart, a native
of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, and
the descendant of a well-known German
family.

George Hagey, son of Jacob, was born dur-
ing the residence of his parents in Lower
Salford, and, having become proficient in
the trade by which his immediate ancestors
had acquired a livelihood, removed to the
village of Trappe, Montgomery County, where
he engaged in watch and clock,making until
the year 1849. Then, buying the homestead
property of his parents, he engaged in general
farming in Bucks County for six years. -
Selling his farm, he removed to Sterling,
Whiteside County, Ill., where he carried on
a successful jewelry business until his death,
at the advanced age of eighty years:”: His
wife, whose maiden name was Sarah Moyer,
was a native of Upper Salford and of German..
ancestry, her parents having been Jacob and °
Sarah (Detwiler) Moyer, natives of Pennsyl-
vania. e

Jacob M. Hagey, son of George and Sarah
(Moyer) Hagey, completed his academical
education at Washington Hall Academy in
the village of Trappe, and at the age of seven-
teen years commenced teaching, which he
followed till he wgs twenty-one, when he
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began the study of medicine with Drs. Keeler
and Groff, of Harleysville, Pa. He after-
ward studied for a few months under the
tutelage of his uncle, Dr. Joseph Moyer, of
Norristown. In 1855 he removed to Ster-
ling, Ill., going by railway as far as Dixon,
which was then the terminus of the railway,
thence by stage to Sterling. He engaged in
teaching in that vicinity, and when not so
employed was associated with his father in
the jewelry business. In 1857 he resumed
his medical studies with Dr. Hudson, a
leading physician of Sterling, and subse-
quently attended lectures at Rush Medical
College in Chicago, being graduated from
that institution in February, 186z. Com-
mencing the practice of his profession in
Sterling, Dr. Hagey remained there until
1865, when he removed to Peoria, where he
practised for six months. Returning to Ster-
ling, he continued his practice for four years,
and in 1869 returned East, locating his office
in East Gainesville, Wyoming County, N.Y.;
and there he had a successful professional
career until 1881, when he came to Mount
Morris.

The nuptial ceremony uniting the lives of
Dr. Hagey and Saphina Calysa Briggs, a na-
tive of Castile, N.Y., was celebrated in
1865. Into this happy home -circle three
children have been born — Maude, Blanche,
and John Briggs. Among his professional
brethren Dr. Hagey occupies a prominent
place. He is a member of the Livingston
County Medical Society, of which he has
been President, a member of the Central
New York Medical Association, and also of
the American Medical Association. He
likewise belongs to the American Public
Health Society, having been made a member

of that body at a meeting held in the city of
" Mexico in 1892. Dr. Hagey is an influential
member of the Genesce Valley Lodge, An-
cient Order United Workmen, and of the
Royal Legion of Select Knights. He is
also prominent in the Masonic fraternity, be-
longing to Mount Morris Lodge, No. 122,
A.F. & A. M, and 'is a member of Mount
Morris Chapter, No. 137, R. A. M., in which
he is High Priest. He is also a member of

Cyrene Commandery, No. 39, K. T., Roches-
ter, N.Y. The Doctor is also a member of
Fraternal Union, A. H. P., of the State of
New York.

ELOS PAINE, who is a native and to
5 the manner born, his birth having

occurred in the town of Nunda, April

2, 1840, is thoroughly identified
with the agricultural and industrial intefests
of this section of Livingston County, as one of
its thrifty and prosperous farmers and dealers
in lumber. He is a son of Carlos G. Paine, a
brother of the father of William H. Paine, a
sketch of whose life may be found on another
page of this work.

Carlos G. Paine came to Nunda when there
were but few settlers in the place, and, buying
a tract of land, improved a good farm. He
erected a frame house, which is still standing
and in a comparatively good condition. In
addition to farming, he built the brick hotel
known as the Nunda House, where he enter-
tained the travelling public for several years,
winning quite a reputation as a pleasant and
accommodating host. Endowed by nature
with a fine physique, being tall and well pro-
portioned, he seemed peculiarly adapted for the
position of Constable of the town and of Dep-
uty Sheriff of the county, an office which he
filled at a time when this town was included
within the limits of Allegany County. This
section was then troubled by timber thieves,
who stole shingles, lumber, etc., at every op-
portunity. Many times he made arrests, and
was obliged to take his prisoners to Angelica
for trial. The maiden name of his first wife,
the mother of him of whom we write, was Je-
rusha Swift. She was a native of Herkimer
County, and to them three children were born,
namely: Delos; Fanny A., who married the
Rev. A. M. Town, of Nunda; and Harriet J.,
the wife of Henry Starrett, of Michigan. The
mother died in 1854; and Mr. Paine subse-
quently married Nancy Burdick, who bore him
one son, Nathan A.

Delos Paine obtained his education in the
place of his nativity, attending the district
schools and the Nunda Academy, snd during
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the days of his boyhood and youth received a
practical training in the labors of the farm,
which has beéen very beneficial to him in his
career as a farmer and stock-grower. In the
prosecution of his chosen calling he has exer-
cised a sound judgment and a careful manage-
ment that have been rewarded with excellent
success, and have given him a fine position
among the agriculturists of influence and afflu-
ence. He is a man of strong and earnest
convictions, very popular with his fellow-
townsmen; and his life record is without re-
proach. He uniformly casts his vote with the
Republican party, and is an ardent advocate of
its principles. In local affairs he upholds all
enterprises tending toward the improvement of
the social, educational, or moral status of the
town, being one of its most faithful and loyal
citizens. He is a member of the Masonic fra-
ternity, and has also served for many terms as
Assessor of his district.

Mr. Paine was united in marriage in 1866 to
Miss Harriet M. Lowell, a daughter of Eben
and Hancy (Bowen) Lowell; and their union
has been blessed by the birth of two chil-
dren, a son and a daughter — Welcome L.,
a prosperous farmer; and Grace J., who is an
excellent and successful teacher of Nunda.

RED NORRIS, editor and proprietor of
the Castilian, occupies a prominent
place among the newspaper men of

Wyoming County. He was born in Canastota,
Madison County, N.Y., October 8, 1862, son
of Archibald R. and Helen M. (Shipman)
Norris, and grandson, on the paternal side, of
Nathaniel and Lucy (Belding) Norris. Na-
thaniel Norris was born in Connecticut, Oc-
tober 5, 1785, and removed thence to Broadal-
bin, Fulton County, N.Y., where he died April

30, 1871, having been a prosperous farmer and |

a much respected citizen. His wife, Lucy
Belding, to whom he was married October 2,
1808, was born January 15, 1791, and died
December 3, 1870. They were members of
the Baptist church. Their thirteen children
were: Ruth A., Chauncy, Lucinda, Elizabeth,
Samuel, Ephraim, Nathaniel, Lucy, Archibald
R:, Alexander, James, Mary M., and George.

Archibald R. Norris was born in Broadal-
bin, and learned the carpenter’s trade in his
native town. In those days money was scarce;
and his first earnings were obtained by turning
a wheel to spin tow, for which he received the_
value of sixpence a day in linen cloth, which
at that time was fourpence a yard. At the age
of thirteen he entered a sash and blind factory
at Troy, and after working there some time he
went to New York City as agent for the com-
pany. During the construction of the New
York Central Railroad he was employed as
overseer of the grading and bridge-building.
He now resides at Canaseraga, Allegany
County, where he owns a large farm. He
married in 1852 Helen M. Shipman, daughter
of David Shipman, a farmer, who was the
manager of the noted Temperance Hotel of
Gerrit Smith in Madison County. Mr. and
Mrs. Archibald R. Norris became the parents
of six children, as follows: Eugene F., who
resides at home; Charles, who died at the age
of seven years; Lucy, living with her brother
Frank at Attica, N.Y.; Fred, who is the sub-
ject of this biography; Frank, who is in the
newspaper business at Attica; and Nina, who
died at an early age.

Fred Norris, after graduating from the high
school at Canaseraga, learned the printer’s
trade with F S, Mills, of the Canaseraga
Times. In 1888 Mr. Norris, in company with
his brother Frank, came to Castile and bought
out the interests of Mr. A. Gaines, the editor
of the Castilian, a bright and newsy weekly
paper, which is foremost in advocating needed
reforms. In May, 1884, Mr. Norris bought
out his brother's interest in the paper, and now
conducts the business alone.

On July 12, 1893, Mr. Norris was joined in
marriage to Julia A. Pickett, daughter of Dan-
iel S. and Eliza (Graves) Pickett.” Daniel
Pickett, the father, was born in the town of
Castile, August 30, 1827, and was the son of
James K. and Elizabeth (Havens) Pickett.
James K., the grandfather of Mrs. Norris,
was born January 26, 1786, in Washington
County, New York, and at the age of thirteen
was bound out to service; but, finding restraint
irksome, he ran away from his master and went
to sea. For seven years he followed a seafar-
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ing life. In 1808 he was taken from his ship
with a comrade, and impressed into the British
service, where he remained for three years.
He was present at the battle of Flushing.
When war was declared between the United
States and England, they refused to serve
longer, and demanded that they be treated as
prisoners of war. Their demands were acceded
to, and they were confined in a prison ship.
Mr. Pickett was exchanged about six months
after. Returning home, he married Elizabeth
Havens and about 1818 came to Castile, Wy-
oming County, where he bought fifty acres of
land near Silver Lake. This part of the coun-
try being at that time a complete wilderness,
thickly wooded, he cleared the land, built a
log house, and here passed the remainder of
his life, dying August 8, 1857. He and his
wife had seven children — Ephraim, Joseph,
Goodman H., Sarah, Daniel S., William E.,
and Elizabeth.

The marriage of Daniel S. Pickett to Eliza
Graves occurred in 1854. She was born De-
cember 22, 1833, and was a daughter of Joseph
and Mary (Ridsdale) Graves, both of whom
came to America from Yorkshire, England,
about 1827, and settled in Castile, where they
resided during the remainder of their lives.
Daniel S. Pickett soon after his marriage set-
tled in Castile, where he bought land and has
since done a large business as a dealer in agri-
cultural implements. He and his wife have
three children. Mary E., born January 15,
1856, married C. ]. Smith, and resides in
Fresno, Cal. Agnes, born January 1, 1860,
married Fred Smith, and lives in Omaha, Neb.
Julia, born December 8, 1863, is the wife of
Mr. Norris, of this sketch.

Mr. Norris has an interest in the Elitsac
Manufacturing Company, but is best known
through his connection with journalism. He
supports the Democratic party, and conducts
his paper with marked ability, meeting with a
well-merited success.

EORGE T. EWART, ex-member of

the County Board of Supervisors, and

a member of the Supervisors’ Associ-

ation of Livingston County, was born in Grove-

land in 1860, where his father, Harvey Ewart,
was also born, March 15, 1810. His grand-
father, George Ewart, was a native of County
Armagh, Ireland, and of Scotch ancestry. So
far as known, the latter and his brother John
were the only members of the family who came
to America.

The grandfather was reared and married in
his native land, and about the year 1807 came
to America, accompanied by his wife and
seven children. They crossed the ocean in a
sailing-vessel, and, landing in Philadelphia,
proceeded to Harrisburg, Pa., and from there
to Geneseo in New York State, where he
became a pioneer. After remaining in that
town one year he moved to Groveland, pur-
chasing a tract of land upon which was a log
house and a few farming utensils. With
these, which constituted his only possessions
in life, he began his career as an American
farmer. At this time there were no railroads
or canals, and the farmers were obliged to take
their surplus produce by team to Rochester for
a market. The people lived chiefly upon the
products of the land, and Mr. Ewart's wife
clothed her family in homespun of her own
spinning and weaving. He made steady im-
provement in spite of the many hardships of
pioneering, and became a successful farmer.
He died at Groveland at the age of eighty-four
years. The maiden name of his wife was
Sarah Smith. She is a native of the same
county as her husband; and she died at the age
of eighty-one, after having reared ten children,
whose names were as follows: Nancy, Sally,
Mary, Maria, Harvey, Samuel, William,
James, Jane, and John. George Ewart and
his wife were members of the Presbyterian
church, of which he was an Elder for many
years.

Harvey Ewart is probably the oldest native-
born citizen in the town of Groveland. He
was reared to agricultural pursuits, and, with
the exception of some time spent in travel,
has always lived upon the farm where he was
born. When about twenty-three years of age,
his health being somewhat impaired, he was
advised to try a sea voyage; and he went to
Ireland, where he remained a year. He then
returned to the United States, goipg first to
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Ohio, and from there to Virginia, where he
taught school for a time, and after an absence
of three years came back to Groveland and re-
sumed farming. He succeeded to the owner-
ship of the home farm, and has resided upon
it ever since. His first wife was Matilda
Begole, a native, it is supposed, of Wayland,
Allegany County, N.Y. She was the daugh-
ter of Thomas Begole, a farmer of Groveland,
and died May 11, 1861. His second wife,
whom he married March 24, 1863, was Eliza-
beth Sears, daughter of Franklin and Eliza-
beth (Shadders) Sears, natives, respectively,
of Barre, Mass., and Hagerstown, Md. Mr.
Ewart’s three children are: Mary Ann, Nancy
M. E., and George T. Mary Ann married
Fred Van Antwerp, and resides at Hinton,
W. Va., where he is a merchant. Nancy
M. E. married Azel Ford, a real estate
dealer, who has served as a member of the
West Virginia legislature. They have five
children — Anna, Grace, Harvey, Marion, and
Cecil Ford.

George T. Ewart attended the State normal
school at Geneseo two years, and afterward
assisted his father on the farm until 1884,
when he went to West Virginia. He remained
there four years, being engaged in mercantile
business. In 1888 he returned to Groveland
to assume charge of the home farm, and has
since remained there. He is a very active
and intelligent young man, a fair-minded and
consistent politician, and a general favorite
with all who know him. He has a future be-
fore him, and his fellow-townsmen will watch
his advancement with pride. Besides being
Supervisor, he has already served six years as
Justice of the Peace.

P. BURKHART, M.D.S., a skilful

and successful dentist of Dansville,

N.Y., a citizen closely connected

with every interest of local impor-

tance in the town, was born in Cleveland, Ohio,
May 17, 1852. His father, Jacob, was of Ba-
varian birth, and lived for a time in New York
City, where he followed the trade of a cooper.
Removing to Cleveland, Ohio, he there became
a manufacturer of barrels, casks, and tanks.

He died at the age of fifty years. He was an
active member of the National Guard of Ohio,
being connected in various positions with one
of the leading military companies in Cleveland.
He was one of the best rifle shots in the city.
At the breaking out of the war in 1861, with
the assistance of several friends, he organized
a company of sharpshooters, but he was not
accepted on account of physical disabilities.
The maiden name of his wife, who is still liv-
ing in the West, was Binna Buckholts. She
reared five children, namely: A. P. Burkhart,
the subject of this sketch; Laura; Julia; Har-
vey; and William. Laura married Charles
Keppler, a Western gentleman.

A. P. Burkhart was very young when his
father died. He was educated at the public
schools in Cleveland, and afterward attended
Bryant & Stratton's Business College in that
city. He later taught one year in the Collegi-
ate Institute at Towanda, Pa., after which he
taught several years in the union school in
Lyons, Wayne County, N.Y. From there he
came to Dansville in 1873, and began the
study of dentistry with Dr. Quigley. He

" completed his studies, and entered into prac-

tice, having purchased his principal’s interest; -
and in 1879 the degree of M.D.S. was con-
ferred upon him by the State Board. He has
also taken several courses at the post-graduate
school. The business which he purchased in
1874 was established in 1838 by Farley &
Bristol, who were succeeded by Dr. A. Quig-
ley, Dr. G. C. Daboll, and Dr. Burkhart. It
will be seen, therefore, that the present busi-
ness has been established nearly sixty years.
Dr. Burkhart enjoys a very large general prac-
tice. He also attends to the dental work of
the Sanatorium, which speaks highly for his
professional ability. He has been a member
of the Eighth District Dental Society for
many years, and has filled the office of Presi-
dent of same, and for a number of years that
of Secretary. He is a member of several
secret and other social societies, has held
nearly all the offices in the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, and was District Deputy.
He joined Phcenix Lodge, No. 115, A. F.
& A. M., and has held all the chairs of that
lodge, having served as Master five years.
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In the Equitable Aid Union he has held the
office of Supreme Accountant, handling in
two years one and one-half million dollars,
and has represented New York State in the
supreme body as supreme representative since
1886.

Dr. Burkhart married Miss Sarah Quigley, a
daughter of Dr. Quigley, his instructor in den-
tistry, of whom he purchased his business.
They ‘have two children — George and Vera.
The Doctor is a Republican in politics. He
has served on the Town Committee several
years, has been active in county politics, and
is a hard worker during Presidential campaigns.
He is also a member of the Royal Arch Chap-
ter, being High Priestt He is District
Deputy at this time (18g4) of the Twenty-
second Masonic District, which is composed of
four counties, having been appointed in 1893
by the Grand Master. He is Secretary of the
Dansville Fair and Racing Association, in
which he takes an active interest. He was the
first Treasurer of the new union school, and
was very active in its establishment, and in se-
curing and forwarding the erection of this
beautiful school building. He is a communi-
cant of the Episcopal church, of which he is
one of the Vestry, and was for a number of
years the Treasurer.

The many sterling qualities of Dr. Burkhart
are greatly appreciated by the entire commu-
nity in which he lives; and the exceptionally
prosperous condition of his business, together
with the numerous social distinctions that have
been conferred upon him, speak much more
forcibly than words of the high esteem in
which he is held by his fellow-townsmen.
His portrait on an adjoining page will be
viewed with pleasure by many acquaintances
and friends.

YMAN S. COLEMAN, Postmaster of
Castile, Wyoming County, N.Y., is a
successful produce dealer in this

place. He was born in West Haven,

Rutland County, Vt., August 30, 1840,.be1ng
the younger son of Sidney A. and Emily L.
(Webster) Coleman, and grandson of Erastus
and Cornelia (Billings) Coleman. Erastus

Coleman and his wife were natives of Litch-
field, Conn. ; and in that place they were mar-
ried. He was a woollen manufacturer, and
subsequently removed to West Haven, where
he died at the age of eighty years. In politics
he was a Democrat, and he and his wife were
members of the Baptist church. Their six
children were: Eliza, who married A. Benson,
and is now dead; Hiram, who married Ange-
line Church, and lives in Iowa; Cornelia, who
married Isaac Dickinson, and is now dead;
Erastus, deceased; Sidney, who is the father
of the subject of this biography; and Fannie,
who married Professor McCandless.

Sidney Coleman was born at West Haven,
Vt., in 1816. He received a district-school
education; and, being naturally of an inventive
turn of mind, he gave his attention to mechan-
ical pursuits, and invented an engine for boats
and a machine for fulling cloth, both of which
have been used with much success. He also
studied surveying; and, when only twenty-
eight years of age, while surveying the coast of
North Carolina, he fell a victim to yellow
fever and died, leaving a wife and two children.
He was buried at Newbern, N.C. His wife,
Emily Webster, was born in Hampton, Wash-
ington County, N.Y., April 2, 1814, being
the daughter of Wait and Hannah (Wheat)
Webster. Wait Webster, a well-known farmer
of Hampton, N.Y., was born in New Hamp-
shire, and died at the age of seventy-seven
years. He had a family of five children —
Anna, Emily, Horace, Isabelle, and Hiram.
He was a private in the War of 1812, and in
politics was a Democrat. The children of
Sidney Coleman were Clayton W. and Lyman.
Clayton was born January 14, 1838, and mar-
ried Ida Jacobs, who died, leaving five chil-
dren. He lives in Louisiana, and is a lumber
merchant and a manufacturer of sashes and
blinds.

Lyman Coleman was born in the same house
and in the same room where occurred the birth
of Horace Greeley. After receiving an educa-
tion at the district school, he began farming at
Genesee Falls, on a farm of eighty acres.
Four years later he went to Castile and started
in business on Main Street. In 1870, selling
out that business, he built two stgrage houses,
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which he stocked with produce, and carried on
a large trade. In 1887 he went to New Or-
leans, and there operated a sash and blind fac-
tory, which is now under the management of
his son, who also does an extensive business
in buying and selling lumber. In connection
with the produce business, Mr. Coleman deals
in grain and fertilizers, and also has a large
coal yard.

In 1860 Mr. Coleman married Miss Lucy A.
Bliss, who was born in the town of Pike, Sep-
tember 8, 1840, daughter of Scuyler and Mary
E. (Porter) Bliss. Scuyler Bliss was a native
of Hartwick, Otsego County, whence he re-
moved to Pike, and afterward to Genesee
Falls. In the latter place he owned two hun-
dred and sixty acres of uncultivated land,
which he cleared and improved, and on which
he erected frame buildings. He and his
wife died when about eighty years of age.
They were the parents of two children—
Guilford D., who married Elizabeth Post,
lives in Castile, and has one child; and
Lucy A., who is the wife of the subject of this
biography.

Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Coleman have had four
children, two of whom have passed away;
namely, Emily and Sidney. The two now
living are Scuyler B. and Etta. Scuyler B.
Coleman was born May 15, 1865, and now
lives in New Orleans, where he has the man-
agement of his father’s factory. His wife’s
maiden name was Estelle Hamblen, and they
have two children — Scuyler and Vera—a
daughter, Rosetta, having died. Mr. Cole-
man’s daughter Etta was born April 30, 1867,
and is now the wife of P. L. Hunblen, a hard-
ware dealer of Houston, Tex.

Mr. Coleman is a Democrat, and was ap-
pointed Postmaster January 5, 1894. He was
United States Loan Commissioner for twelve
years, is a Corporation Trustee, has been on the
School Board for twenty years, and was Deputy
Postmaster in 1879. He is a member of Oak-
land Lodge, A. F. & A. M., No. 379, and -of
Wyoming Chapter, No. 181, at Warsaw, N. Y.
He is an influential and esteemed citizen of
Castile, where he is well known through his
successful business career and his many offices
of public trust.

LLEN AYRAULT, one of the fore-
most business men of the village of
Mount Morris, N.Y., occupies an
important position among the enter-
prising and influential citizens of this section
of Livingston County. He was born in the
town of Allen, Allegany County, May 31,
1849. He comes of substantial New England
stock, being a grandson of Roswell Ayrault,
who migrated to this State from New Hamp-
shire, becoming one of the pioneers of Alle-
gany County, where the Jast years of his life
were spent. One of his brothers, Allen
Ayrault, grand-uncle of the gentleman to
whom we refer in this brief sketch, was for
many years one of the leading financiers of
Livingston County, being a well-known
banker of Geneseo.

Lyman Ayrault, son of Roswell, was born
during the residence of his parents in Short
Tract, Allegany County, and was there
reared and educated. He was a man of
marked ability and force of character, and
early in life embarked in a mercantile career.
Removing to this county, he established
himself in the town of Dalton, and was for
many years one of its most successful mer-
chants and esteemed citizens, but subse-
quently changed the base of his operations to
New York City. He is now engaged in the
produce and commission business at 110
Povina Avenue, Jersey City. His wife,
whose maiden name was Baldwin, became the
mother of two children — Nella, the wife of
W. H. Upson, of Lockport, N.Y., and Allen,
of Mount Morris.

Allen Ayrault received a substantial foun-
dation for his education in the public schools
of Dalton, going thence to the high school in
Rochester, and subsequently taking a thor-
ough commercial course at the Poughkeepsie
Business College. After his graduation Mr.
Ayrault entered the store of his father, and
while associated with him acquired a practical
knowledge of mercantile affairs.” In 1889 he
opened his present elevator at Mount Morris,
where he has built up a large and lucrative
trade as a produce dealer, handling among
other articles of traffic beans, grain, wool,
baled hay, straw, ;.nd apples, his energy,
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capability, and honorable methods winning
him prosperity and success in his various
undertakings.

The union of Mr. Ayrault and Miss Jennie
E. Carson was celebrated in 1872; and the
joys of their wedded life have been increased
by the birth of five children — William L.,
Lillian C., J. Allen, Arthur H., and
Marion. Mr. Ayrault is extremely public-
spirited, ever lending his influence and
assistance to promote the welfare and ad-
vancement of his town and county, and is
everywhere recognized as a man of sterling
qualities of mind and heart. In politics he
is a straight Republican, and cast his first
Presidential vote in 1872 for General Grant.
He has served for several years as school
Trustee, and takes an active interest in educa-
tional matters in general. Socially, Mr.
Ayrault is a member of the Masonic frater-
nity, of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows, and of the United Workmen. Both he
and his estimable wife are communicants of
the Episcopal church.

ALVIN BLAKE, a well-known citizen

of the town of Gainesville, Wyoming
County, N.Y., is a native of the

Green Mountain State, having been

born February 20, 1811, in the town of Sut-
ton, Caledonia County. His father, James
Blake, probably belongs by birth to the same
State, as his boyhood and youth were spent
there; and there his marriage took place.
When his son Calvin was two years old, in
1813, James Blake moved to Perry, bought a
tract of timbered land about one-half mile west
of Perry Centre, erected a house, and resided
there a few years. He then sold out and
went to live at West Perry, from which place
he removed in a short time to the Inlet, near
Perry Village, and, establishing a brick-yard,
introduced the industry of brick-making.
Having continued in this business for some
years, he gave up his interest in the concern,
and went back to Perry Village and opened a
hotel, which he carried on under his own
supervision till the time of his earthly labors
was ended. His wife was before marriage

Miss Hannah French. She was born in Ver-
mont, and was a daughter of Obadiah French,
of that State. The children she bore to James
Blake were three in number, two of whom are
still living and holding honored places in the
community, namely: Calvin; and Polly, wife
of Obadiah Howe. John died at the age of
nine years. In religion the father was a Uni-
versalist, and the mother was a member of the -
Congregational church. After the death of
her first husband Mrs. Blake contracted a sec-
ond marriage, and was the mother of three
other children not named in this account.
She spent her later years in Montgomery
County, Illinois, and died there at the age of
seventy-two years.

Calvin Blake spent his early years under the
paternal roof, attending school, and later
going for a year to the Middlebury Academy.
After this he taught school for a year, and
then went to work in the employ of his uncle,
Rozell Morgan Curtiss, a lumber merchant of
Castile. He remained in this occupation till
he was twenty-four, and then concluded to set
up for himself. In the year 1834 he was mar-
ried, and purchased a farm in Castile, consist-
ing of about seventy-five acres of land cleared
off the Flats. He remained on this place, get-
ting it gradually under cultivation, three years,
and then sold it and went to Montgomery
County, Illinois, where he taught school for a
year, subsequently carrying on a farm for some
years longer. Having an opening presented
to him which promised to be advantageous, he
returned East to Lamont, and became the very
successful proprietor of the hotel in that town.
He held the management of this enterprise
four years, from 1842 to 1846, and then sold
out his interest in the business, and, going
back to the scene of his early days, bought
eighty acres of land in Castile, where he re-
mained for a brief period. He next bought
the Temperance House in Gainesville, which he
finally sold, and purchased a farm of seventy-six
acres in this town, on which he has remained
till the present time. Mr. Blake has erected
all the buildings now standing on the estate,
and has put the land under such successful
cultivation that it presents a fine appearance.

In October, 1834, Mr. Blake was united in
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marriage to Miss A. Diana Dudley, of Castile.
She was born in Rutland, Vt. ; and her parents
were pioneers in this part of the country.
Her only child, Willard D. Blake, was a brave
young man, who, responding to his country’s
call, went to the field of action in the New
York Twenty-fourth Battery, and during ser-
vice was taken prisoner and conveyed to the
prison at Andersonville, where he subse-
quently died at the early age of twenty-five.
Mr. Blake's first wife died at the age of thirty-
seven. His second wife was Miss Laura Ann
Bedell, who became the mother of six children
— Hannah, a school-teacher in Victor, Monroe
County, N.Y.; John, deceased; Mary; Frank,
a farmer in Gainesville, married to Estelle
Sheffield, who has one child, John C.; James
F.; and Rozell Curtiss, who conducts his
father’s farm.
of one hundred and eighty acres, situated
about two miles from the Gainesville Semi-
nary, from which one of Mr. Blake's daughters
was graduated, and which was considered a
flourishing school. The parents attend the
Congregational church, and Mrs. Blake’s fam-
ily are also members. In politics Mr. Blake
holds to the Democratic party. His first Pres-
idential vote was for Andrew Jackson; and at
every succeeding Presidential election he has
voted for his party s candidate, with the excep-
tion of Franklin Pierce.

EV. THOMAS AITKEN, who was for

over forty-five years the faithful pastor

of the Presbyterian church at North

Sparta, Livingston County, N.Y.,

was born at Falkirk, Stirlingshire, Scotland.
From early youth he showed marked intellect-
ual ability, and in consequence was allowed
to pursue the course of study for which he was
best qualified, so that, when twenty years of
age, he was graduated from the University of
Glasgow. With the knowledge thus acquired
Mr. Aitken felt himself called to the highest
of professions, and soon began the study of
theology at the Secessionists’ Seminary at
Selkirk and Glasgow. He was there grad-
uated with high honors in the class of 1823.
He was licensed to preach by the Presbytery

Two of the sons are on a farm

of Stirling on June 8, 1824, and was sent in
1825 as a missionary to the Orkney Islands,
where he lived and preached among the people
for two years. On June 2, 1829, he was
ordained at Cupar, and preached at St. An-
drew’s for nine years. In 1838 the Rew.
Thomas Aitken came to America, and first
settled in Fall River, Mass., preaching there
six months, at the end of which time he was
called to the church in North Sparta, N.Y.
This pastorate he held until his death in 1884.

Thomas Aitken was first married in 1827
to Agnes Smith, who died in 1870. In 1871
he married for his second wife Margaret Mann,
daughter of Samuel M. Mann, one of the early
pioneers of the town of Groveland. Mr. Mann
was born in Horsham, Montgomery County,
Pa., and was the son of Samuel Mann, of the
same town. His grandfather, John Mann, was
born in the northern part of Ireland of Scotch
ancestry, and came to this country when a
young man. Purchasing a tract of land in the
town of Horsham, he erected a stone house,
which is standing at the present day. After
his death his son Samuel succeeded to the
ownership of the old homestead, carrying on
lumbering and farming there until he, too,
passed onward to the silent realms. Samuel
Mann enlisted in the patriot army at the time
of the Revolution. He married Margaret
Keith, a native of Bucks County, Pennsylva-
nia, and a daughter of William Keith, whose
home was noted as having been the head-
quarters of Washington for a season during the
Revolutionary War.

Samuel M. Mann, son of Samuel and Mar-
garet, and father of Mts. Aitken, followed the
trade of blacksmith in his native State until
18035, when he made his first visit to New
York, and was so impressed with the advan-
tages of this part of the country that he bought
a tract of timbered land in what was then
Sparta, Ontario County, but is now Groveland,
Livingston County. Here he cleared land and
built a log cabin, after which he returned to
Pennsylvania for his family. In 1806 the
journey was made in wagons containing all
their earthly possessions, and for two weeks
they were upon the road. Persevering through
toils, privations, and hardships that can be
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scarcely appreciated by those who live in the
present day, the Mann family established a
pleasant home, where Mr. Mann dwelt until
his death at the age of seventy-eight years.

He married Susan Burrows, a native of
Philadelphia and daughter of General .John
Burrows. Her grandfather, also John Bur-
rows, was born in England, whence he came to
America, settling first in New Jersey and
afterward in Pennsylvania. At the time the
capital was established at Washington Mr.
Burrows removed there and was employed as a
clerk in the Post-office Department. Five of
his sons and two step-sons served in the Revo-
lutionary War; and of the seven but two
returned, one of these being General John Bur-
rows, the father of Mrs. Mann. He was com-
missioned as General of the State militia, and
afterward raised a regiment, which "he com-
manded in the War of 1812. The home of
General Burrows was about two miles from
Williamsport, where he built a flour-mill and
carried on a large farm. His wife was Jane
Torbert. He was a man much interested in
all public affairs, and was ever ready to do
what he could for the common weal. He died
at the age of seventy-seven years. His daugh-
ter, Mrs. Mann, died when eighty-two years of
age, having reared eight children — Samuel
A.; John B.; William K.; Josiah S.; Jane
B.; Margaret, Mrs. Aitken; Mary W.; and
Nathaniel B. Mann.

Since the death of her husband Mrs. Mar-
garet Aitken has continued to occupy her old
home, which is pleasantly located in the
southern -part of the town of Groveland. Rev.

Mr. Aitken was a man of pure and noble char--

acter, and was greatly beloved by his parish-
ioners and fellow-citizens, who will ever revere
his memory.

RANCIS MARION PERINE, M.D,

| of Dansville, Livingston County, N.Y.,

a physician of ripe experience and high
standing, was born in this village on March
27, 1831. His family history, on the paternal
side, dates back to the early part of last cen-
tury, when his ancestor came to America and
settled in New Jersey. The Doctor's grand-

father was born in that State; but later in life
he moved to Cambridge, N.Y., and thence by
team to Williamsburg, near the present site of
Geneseo. After a residence of two years in
Williamsburg he finally removed in 1799 to
Dansville, where he occupied the fifth resi-
dence in the village. During the Revolution-
ary War he served for five years under General
Marion, whose honored name is borne by the
grandson of whom this sketch is written. In
Dansville, where the declining days of his
long and laborious life were passed, he reared
a family of ten children, and died here in his
ninety-fourth year.

His son, Peter Perine, was born in the year
of the removal to Dansville, and was brought
up with an accurate and practical knowledge of
farm life and duties. At his father s death
Peter came into the possession of the family
estate, where he spent his entire life, which
extended over a period of eighty-four years.
He was a member of the United Presbyterian
church. His wife was Miss Catherine Rice,
one of a family of ten children, whose parents
lived near Troy, in the eastern part of the
State. Of the four children born to Peter and
Catherine (Rice) Perine, three lived to matu-
rity, namely: Lucy, who married Charles Hall,
formerly a merchant of Allegany County, and in
Dansville also, and a member for two terms of
the Assembly from Allegany County; Thomas
L., a retired farmer, now a resident of Paines-
ville, Ohio; and Dr. Perine, of the present
sketch.

Francis Marion Perine passed the care-free
and happy years of boyhood in Dansville,
where he attended the public school and acad-
emy. At twenty he was sent to college, in
1855 graduated from Buffalo Medical Uni-
versity, and in the following spring began
practising his profession in West Sparta. Six
years later he came to Dansville, where he has
been actively engaged in professional duties
for thirty-three years, In 1855, the year that
he received his medical degree, he was married
to Miss Emily P. Bingham, a daughter of
Nathaniel Bingham, a piano manufacturer of
Rochester. Mr. Bingham, who had been an
invalid for some years of his life, and had been
greatly benefited by water cura at Clifton
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Springs, was a strong promoter and advocate
of that system of treatment. Being thor-
oughly acquainted with the advantages that
this locality offered, and having strong faith in
the success of such an institution in Dans-
ville, he built and established the old sanato-
rium which occupied the site of the present
large and elegant building.

Dr. Perine’s public spirit has manifested
itself in various directions, and he has for a
number of years taken a leading part in all
matters pertaining to the welfare of the village
of his birth. He has been for five years High
Priest of Dansville Royal Arch Chapter, No.
91, and is a member of the Phoenix Lodge,
A.F & A. M. He belongs to the Livingston
County Medical Society, of which he has been
President, is a member of the Central New
York Medical Society, and is also a permanent
member of the State Medical Society. He
was one of the founders of the Livingston
County Historical Society, which he has
served as President, was President of the vil-
lage of Dansville for a year; and for twenty
years he has held the office of Coroner. He
has led a life of constant and varied activity
and usefulness, that has endeared him to
the community; and he has thus acquired an
influence stronger and more widespread, per-
haps, than any other one individual in this
vicinity.

In the multiplicity of professional and social
obligations, religious duties have not been
neglected. He was Chairman of the Building
Committee of the Presbyterian church in this
place, of which both he and his wife are mem-
bers, and of which he has been for many years
the Trustee. His political creed is formu-
lated in the enunciated principles of the Re-
publican party, to which he strongly adheres.
Besides his professional, civic, and other ser-
vices, Dr. Perine has rendered himself a pub-
lic benefactor to the people of Livingston
County by the introduction of grape culture
here —an industry hitherto untried, and
which has proved of great value.

Through all the coming years
Of shade and sun,

He shall live remembered
In works well done.

the county of Wyoming, has been a
thrifty and successful farmer; and
the tranquil life he now leads is a just reward
for his many years so laboriously spent in
turning to good account nature’s bountiful re-
sources. He was born June 26, 1834, in this
same town of Eagle, of New England parent-
age, his father, Philip, and his grandfather,
Elisha Baker, having been natives of Vermont.
The latter, who was a life-long farmer, resided
in that State from his birth to his death; and
the former, while yet a boy, removed with a
brother to Wyoming County, New York.
They came the whole distance on foot, with
knapsacks containing bread and bacon on their
backs, travelling by day and stopping at night
on account of the wolves, the whole expense of
their journey not exceeding twenty-five cents.
Settling at Eagle, he began life with noth-
ing to assist him save his New England cour-
age and perseverance. These, however, were
sufficient ; for at the age of eighteen he pur-
chased a tract of timber land, which he pro-
ceeded most diligently to clear and improve,
bringing the wild soil into a state of cultiva-
tion, and undergoing the many hardships of a
pioneer life. Through prudent husbandry and
patient toil he was enabled to erect in due
time, opposite the primitive log shelter, a
commodious frame house, the transit from one
to the other being like coming from the dark-
ness into the light. Philip Baker occupied
the substantial farm-house for many years,
during which his possessions continued to in-
crease; and at the time of his death, when he
was seventy-six years old, he owned two hun-
dred and eighteen acres of valuable land, all
the result of his own unaided exertion.

Philip Baker was twice married. His first
wife, Lucy Rogers, died at the age of twenty-
two years, leaving two children, one of whom,
Vertulon S. Baker, was born March 2, 1826,
married Jane Lyon, and now lives near Bliss,
a retired farmer. Mr. Baker’s second wife,
Betsey Leavenworth, daughter of Samuel
Leavenworth, reared seven children, three of
whom are still living, namely: Leverett S.,
the subject of this Qrief record; Emily, wife

EVERETT S. BAKER, now living in
retirement in the village of Bliss, in
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of James Flint, of Pike; and Mary, wife of
Albert Gage, of Eagle. The mother passed
her declining years at the home of her son
Leverett, and died at the age of seventy-six
years, having been a faithful member of the
Methodist church.

Leverett S. Baker received a common-school
education, and at home, working with his
father from early boyhood, was practically
trained in every department of agriculture.
After his marriage he assumed full charge of
the farm, residing there until 1882, when he
erected his present comfortable residence at
Bliss, and has lived in this village since. The
old home farm of two hundred and eighteen
acres, which he still owns and carries on, has
been possessed by the family upward of seventy
years, and is still exceedingly productive.

Mr. Baker on September 11, 1859, was
united in marriage to Miss Wealthy, daughter
of Norman Howes, of Eagle. They have two
daughters — Henrietta and Belle, ladies of
talent and varied accomplishments, who re-
ceived their education at Pike Seminary. The
former is the wife of Leonard Uttley, of
Canandaigua, now a farmer in Dakota, having
two daughters— Frank and Nola. Belle
Baker married Wilbur Rugg, son of Henry
Rugg, and has two daughters — Berta and
Jessie. Mrs. Baker herself was very liberally
educated, and before marriage taught school
with marked success. She is a lady of refined
and cultured tastes, being a valued helpmate
to her husband, and a most tender and affec-
tionate mother to her children.

Mr. Baker is a member of the Masonic fra-
ternity, and a Republican in politics, taking
a lively interest in public affairs without seek-
ing office; and the family, which is a promi-
nent one in this locality, enjoys much social
distinction.

AMUEL CRAIG CULBERTSON,
who died at his home in the town

of Groveland, Livingston County,

N.Y., January 24, 1858, was born
in 1799, in what is now the town of Conesus.
He was a son of Andrew Culbertson, who was
born, it is thought, in Pennsylvania.

Andrew Culbertson was the son of James
and Ann McNair Culbertson, both natives of
Pennsylvania. The Culbertson family suffered
greatly from the hostilities of the Indians, as
did so many of the white settlers, while the
Revolutionary War was in progress. During
an attack from these savages in 1777 James
Culbertson and his son John were killed. The
widow of James survived him many years, and
in 1790 came to Livingston County, New
York, where she spent the remainder of her
life. Her son, Andrew Culbertson, married
Elizabeth Craig, came with his wife to Liv-
ingston County, and lived for a short time in
Conesus, but finally purchased a tract of tim-
bered land in the southern part of Groveland,
and here made for himself a home, clearing
the farm upon which he resided until his
death, his wife surviving him but a few years.
They were the parents of nine children—
John, James, Craig, Samuel, Maria, Ann,
Margaret, Eliza, and Robert.

Samuel Craig Culbertson bore his mother s
family name. He was reared and married in
his native town, and for a period of four years
had charge of Judge Carroll's farms, which
was no small undertaking, and showed the abil-
ity of the man in this line of work. At the
end of this time he settled on the farm, where
he spent the remainder of his life, with the
exception of two years. He was well known
and highly esteemed as an industrious, up-
right, and honorable man. When he first took
up his residence on this farm in Groveland, it
was but a little removed from its natural wild-
ness, a log house and two or three acres of
cleared land constituting the improvements;
but, by giving his undivided attention to clear-
ing off the forest and preparing and tilling the
soil, in a few years he made vast alterations
for the better, so that at his death Mrs. Cul-
bertson was the possessor of a far different
home from that which at first greeted her.

In April, 1828, Mr. Culbertson married
Nancy Johnson, who was born in the town of
Geneseo, Livingston County, N.Y. Her
father, Michael Johnson (formerly ‘‘John-
ston'’'), was born in County Derry, Ireland,
and was of the race called Scotch-Irish, having
been of Scotch ancestry. Michagl Johnson's
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father reared fourteen children, of whom five
sons and two daughters came to America,
namely: James, Campbell, Alexander, Mi-
chael, Robert, Sarah, and Margaret. Michael,
the father of Mrs. Culbertson, grew to man-
hood in his native land, married Margaret
Crossett, of County Derry, and with his bride
crossed the Atlantic, making the voyage in a
sailing-vessel, which was three months on the
water. They landed at New York, went from
there via Hudson River to Albany, and then to
Geneseo, making this journey in a lumber
wagon. After residing in Geneseo about two
years, Mr. Johnson bought a tract of land cov-
ered with a heavy growth of timber in the east-
ern part of the town of Groveland near Lake
Conesus, and devoted his time to farming for
the remainder of his life. The work at first
was hard and tedious, as trees had to be felled
for building material and to make room for the
log cabin to be erected, for which boards must
be split to cover the roof. For a time there
was no door to this temporary home, a quilt
having to do service in that capacity. As was
the custom in all the families of those early
days, the wife spun and wove the wool with
which the members of her household were
clothed. Mr. Johnson died when about
seventy years old, and his wife at the age of
seventy-six, both having spent their last days
on the farm. There were five children in their
family — Nancy, Margaret, Matilda, John, and
Richard. Of these Mrs. Culbertson is the
only one now living. She resides on the old
homestead with two of her children, Edward
and Matilda, and is undoubtedly one of the
oldest of the native-born citizens of Livingston
County. Both she and her husband joined the
Presbyterian church after their marriage.
They had nine children— John, Frank, Margaret
Samuel, Elizabeth, Michael, Nancy, Matilda,
and Edward. (A sketch of Captain Samuel
Culbertson appears elsewhere in this volume.)

EWIS M. CILOSE, a progressive and
prosperous farmer of Livingston
County, is the owner of a well-
improved farm, pleasantly located

within the limits of the town of Nunda, where

he has spent his entire life of nearly three-
score years, his birth having occurred here
July 3, 1838.

John Close, the father of him of whom we
write, was a native of Pennsylvania, and there
grew to the estate of manhood. His parents,
of whom very little is known concerning their
antecedents, were in straitened circumstances;
and he was bound out when quite a boy, and
learned the shoemaker’s trade. In 1825 he
started on foot for Livingston County, coming
as far as Geneseo, where he lived as a farm
laborer for about six years. Coming then to
the town of Nunda, he bought fifty-eight acres
of land on East Hill; and after clearing an
opening he built a log house, in which the
elder children of his household were born.
He labored with well-directed, untiring
energy, and after getting his land into a pro-
ductive condition erected a frame house, con-
venient barns, and out-buildings; and there he
and his faithful and wise helpmeet passed the
remainder of their lives. Farm work in those
days was laborious and slow, the machinery
that now lightens the toil of the agriculturist
not then having been even thought of. The
same was true in other kinds of work. Mr.
Close, who carried on quite an extended lum-
ber business, used to make shingles by hand.
John Close married Rebecca Van Dyke, a
daughter of William -and Rebecca (Van
Scoick) Van Dyke; and they reared the fol-
lowing children: Sarah A., Mary E., Will-
iam, Eleanor, Lewis M., David, Rebecca,
Harriet, and Ruby A. One son, David, was
killed during the late Civil War, in one of
the hotly contested battles fought on Georgia’s
soil. Both parents were strongly imbued with
true religious fervor, and were active mem-
bers of the Methodist church.

Lewis M. Close, the second of the sons
named above, was reared upon the parental
homestead, and during the seasons of seed-
time and harvest assisted his father on the
farm. In the winter he attended the district
school, his services not being needed at home.
After his father's death, on the settlement of
the paternal estate he received seven hundred
dollars as his portion; and this he invested in
twenty-seven acres of land, which are now
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included in his present estate. Industriously
and sagaciously continuing his agricultural
labors, he has achieved good results, and has
been enabled to buy additional property, his
farm now containing one hundred and seventy
acres of as valuable and fertile land as can be
found in this part of the county. On it he
has made essential improvements, including a
fine set of farm buildings; and his land is
under a high state of cultivation.

The marriage of Mr. Close and Miss Clara
J. Brown, the daughter of Aaron and Martha
(McCoy) Brown, of Allegany County, was
solemnized in the year 1867, and their happy
home has been brightened by the birth of six
children; namely, Murrell E.,, Anna M.,
William E., Charles, Mary M., and Jessie I.
All of these children are still members of the
parental household, with the exception of the
eldest, Murrell E., who married Lillie Wildy,
and established a home of his own, into which
two little daughters have been born — Louisa
M. and Helen M. In politics Mr. Close is a
steadfast Republican and an earnest advocate
of the temperance movement. Religiously,
both he and his wife are consistent members
of the Methodist church, and take a lively
interest in religious work.

RANK H. WILSON, now a resident of
the village of Bliss, in the town of
Eagle, Wyoming County, and Presi-

dent of the Bliss Manufacturing Company, is
well known in these parts as having been for
a number of years one of the most extensive
produce dealers in Western New York. He
was born in the town of Middlebury in this
county, April 11, 1837, son of Heman Wil-
son, a native of Middlebury, Vt., who came
to Wyoming County at a very early age with
his parents.

Heman Wilson attended the district
schools, making the best of the opportunities
within his reach for procuring a good educa-
tion, also assisting his father in clearing and
improving a farm, continuing to reside at
home until his marriage. After that he was
engaged in mercantile business till 1837, when
be moved to the town of China, where he

acquired possession of one thousand acres of
land, some of which he sold; but he cleared a
large tract himself, and resided thereon for
many years. He was a man of sound judg-
ment, and attained a leading position in his
community, serving as Supervisor several
terms, and was a Justice of the Peace for
thirty-six years. He was largely interested
in the Attica & Allegany Valley Railroad, of
which he became Vice-President. He passed
his declining years in the village of Arcade,
where he died at the age of eighty-six years.

His wife, whose maiden name was Eleanor
Vanepps, was born in 1800 at Schenectady,
N.Y., her parents afterward coming to be
early settlers in Middlebury, Wyoming
County. Mr. and Mrs. Heman Wilson reared
seven of nine children, four of whom are still
living — Truman, a retired farmer, residing
in Bliss; Ziba, wife of Stafford Wade, a resi-
dent of Arcade; Henry W.; and Frank H.
Wilson, the subject of this sketch. Mrs.
Wilson spent her last years in Arcade, where
she died in 1852, having been a member of
the regular Baptist church, of which her hus-
band was for many years a Deacon.

Frank H. Wilson received his education in
the district schools of Arcade and the Perry
and Wyoming Academies. After completing
his studies he taught school for one year, and
at the age of twenty-two went to Perry, where
he engaged in the cattle business, also run-
ning a number of meat wagons through the
various villages in the vicinity. Selling out
at the end of two years, and removing to
Wethersfield, he there carried on a similar
business for three years more, but finally sold
out his meat wagons for good, and gave his
entire attention to the shipping of cattle to
New York, Philadelphia, and other cities.
This business he followed extensively and
successfully until 1880, when, retiring from
that, he engaged in the purchase and sale of
hay, together with all kinds of country prod-
uce. .In 1885 he removed to Bliss, where he
purchased his present residence, also owning
a large block situated on Main Street. In
1893 he sold a great part of his business, since
which time he has lived practically retired
from active pursuits.
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In politics Mr. Wilson is a Democrat. He
served as Supervisor at Wethersfield two
years, and held the office of town Auditor
four years, or until it was dispensed with.
After his removal to Eagle, which may always
be depended upon for a Republican majority
of one hundred and thirty votes, he was
elected Supervisor in 1887 by a majority of
one hundred and one, and re-elected the fol-
lowing year by one hundred and fifteen major-
ity. While officiating as Supervisor the
second year, the County Board stood ten
Republicans to six Democrats, yet he was
elected Chairman. In 1889 the Republican
county officers were elected by fourteen hun-
dred majority; but Mr. Wilson was chosen as
County Superintendent of the Poor by a ma-
jority of four hundred and forty-one votes on
the Democratic ticket, and held the office
three years. On being renominated he de-
clined to serve further. He is at present a
member of the County Committee, upon
which he has served for several years, and has
been Chairman for the last two years, and
continues to maintain an active interest in
county, State, and national affairs.

On April 10, 1859, Mr. Wilson was very
happily married to Miss Ellen A. Jenkins,
daughter of William and Mary A. (Jaynes)
Jenkins, of Arcade, where her father was an
early settler, being a prominent farmer and
Master Mason. Her mother was a New York
lady, and had in all thirteen children.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have been called
upon to mourn the untimely decease of their
son and only child, a remarkably intelligent
and active young man, at the age of twenty-
two years, a sad and an irretrievable blow to
their happiness. He graduated from Pike
Seminary at the age of nineteen, and at once
entered business with his father, although he
held the county scholarship at Cornell Uni-
versity. He was born May 2, 1866, and died
after a brief illness, May 16, 1888. He was
very. highly esteemed by a large circle of
friends and acquaintances, especially so by
the members of his class and the faculty at
the seminary, where he stood pre-eminent
both asta scholar and a gentleman; and, al-
though time may soften or subdue in a meas-

ure the bitterness of his parents’ affliction,
the vacancy in the family and the warm place
he occupied in their hearts can never be filled.

Mr. Wilson attends and contributes toward
the support of the Free Will Baptist Church,
of which his wife is an earhest member.

Mr. Wilson is a Master Mason, being a
member of the Blue Lodge at Pike and of the
Royal Arch Chapter at Warsaw. He is also
connected with the Ancient Order of United
Workmen. He is one of the best-known men
in Wyoming County, being the owner of four’
well-cultivated farms in this vicinity, aggre-
gating eight hundred and thirty-four acres,
and three hundred and twenty acres of land in
the State of Kansas. He is very popular
with all classes, being a valuable citizen, a
stanch supporter of American institutions.

EORGE L. KREIN, general insurance
agent, and one of the foremost young
business men of Dansville, was born

in this village on December 6, 1866. He is
of French and German extraction, his father,
James Krein, having been born at Merelbach
in the Canton de Forbach, Arrondissement de
Sarreguemines, Département de la Moselle,
France, February 25, 1825. His paternal
grandfather was also named James, and was a
native and life-long resident of the same de-
partment.

Mr. Krein's father received a liberal edu-
cation, and taught school in his native can-
ton. At the age of twenty-one he emigrated
to America, going first to Rochester, N.Y.,
and later to Nunda, Livingston County, where
he taught the French language during the
years 1848 and 1849 in exchange for his edu-
cation in the English language. In 1850 he
came to Dansville, and was employed as a
clerk by the firm of Sikes & Wood, remaining
with them in this capacity for some time.
He then established himself in the grocery
business, in which he continued successfully
until 1876. During his career as a merchant
he struggled manfully against many discour-
agements, the greatest of which was the loss
of all he possessed by fire, his store being
burned soon aftery its establishment. He
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again started in business, only to again suffer
a second time from the same cause. Persist-
ing, however, in his efforts, he ultimately
became a prosperous merchant, well known
and highly respected. After his retirement
from the grocery business in 1876 he engaged
in the insurance business, which he conducted
up to the time of his death, which occurred
January 21, 1892. The maiden name of his
wife was Catherine Lander. She was a na-
tive of Germany, daughter of Frederick
Lander. At the age of three years she came
to America with her parents, who settled upon
a farm in Steuben County. James and Cath-
erine (Lander) Krein had nine children, six
of 'whom lived to become of age, namely;
Mary C., Frederick W., Adina H., Elizabeth,
George L., and James E. Frederick W. died
at the age of thirty. Adina H. married
Charles H. Rowe, former postmaster of
Dansville. Mrs. Krein now resides with her
son George at his pleasant home in Dansville.
She is a member of the German Lutheran
church, where the father was for many years
organist, and also very prominent in church
matters.

George L. Krein passed his early boyhood
in Dansville. He received his education at
the Seminary, and after leaving school en-
tered his father’s store.” Later he was en-
gaged as a clerk for Dyer Brothers, in the dry-
goods business. He then entered the office of
the Erie Railroad as agent, clerk, and tele-
graph operator, remaining seven years, after
which he was chief billing clerk at the com-
pany’s offices in Rochester for one year. In
1889 he returned to Dansville, and was ‘em-
ployed as an assistant in his father's office.
Since the death of his father he has conducted
the business alone, and the large amount
transacted by him is the best evidence-of his
success. Mr. Krein is noted for his business
energy and promptness. Socially, he is a
general favorite, and is an active member of
Pheenix Lodge, No. 115, A, F. & A. M,, of
which he is Master, having passed through all
of the chairs. He is also a member of Dans-
ville Royal Arch Chapter, No. 91, having
held some of its offices. He is a member of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in

which he has also held all the important
offices, and is now Deputy Grand Master of
the district. He is President of the Protec-
tive Fire Company, also the President of the
Dansville Fire Department, Chairman of the
Protective Club, and Secretary of the Board
of Trade. He is now serving his third term
as Town Clerk, having been re-elected in 1893
for two years. Mr. Krein is interested in the
Geiger, Acme, and Hoffman Land Company,
of which he is Secretary. He is alive to all
matters of interest in the village and ever
ready to lend his aid in the furtherance of
any movement which tends to benefit the
community at large. Mr. Krein is a sup-
porter of the Democratic party in politics,
and is a member of the German Lutheran
church.

An excellent portrait of this well-known,
influential, and progressive citizen claims the
reader’s attention on another page, where it
will be recognized with pleasure by many
friends.

RED W. FROST, a successful farmer
and well-known citizen of Mount Mor-
ris, was born in this town, October

19, 1859. He is a lineal descendant of Sam-
uel Frost, who many long years ago came
from England to this county, and settling on
a farm in Framingham, Mass., lived there till
his death. He left the farm to Samuel Frost,
Jr., and it descended to the eldest son Samuel
for four generations. The fifth Samuel mar-
ried a Miss Lydia Bixby, of the same place,
and then removed to Newfane, Windham
County, Vt. There were born to them seven
children, as follows: Artemissa B., Amasa
T., Samuel, Jr., George S., Daniel E., Wil-
lard A., and John B. In 1825 they came to
Western New York, sojourning in Allegany
County for two years, then removing to Gene-
see County, township of Covington, where
five children were added to their household;
namely, Almon B., Lydia L., Louis A.,
Franklin B., and Marshall M., numbering in
all twelve children.

In 1841 they all moved to Michigan except
Willard A., who finally settled in Mount
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Morris, N.Y. Here learning the mason’s
trade, he followed it some twelve years, seven
years of which he worked for one man by the
name of Thatcher. His first day’s work at
his trade was done on the basement of a build-
ing at the river guard lock, then known as the
Red Jacket, now used for a dwelling-house.
Mr. W. A. Frost next purchased a farm on
the State Road, where he resided a few years,
after which he removed to the old homestead
of his wife’s family, and engaged in agricult-
ural pursuits, remaining there until his
death, December 15, 1890, at the age of
seventy years. His wife, Sarah Ann Miller,
was born in Warren County, New Jersey,
October 16, 1827. Her father, William Mil-
ler, was a native of the same county and a son
of John Miller, a life-long resident of that
State. In 1831 William Miller migrated
with his wife and five children and all their
earthly possessions to the State of New York,
which he had previously visited, purchasing a
tract of land. Part of this land was cleared,
and a log house had been erected; and the
new owner at once began to clear the re-
mainder and cultivate a farm, residing there
until his death, when sixty-two years of
age. William Miller’s wife was Mary
Potts, a native of New Jersey, and daughter
of Joseph and Catherine Potts. She died in
her sixty-ninth year, leaving a family of
eight children — Catherine, John, Elizabeth,
Sarah A., Daniel, Harriet, Joseph, and
Charles.

Fred W. Frost is the only child of his par-
ents, the late Willard A. and Sarah A. Frost,
was reared to farm life, and succeeded to the
management of the property after the death
of his father. Here he lives with his family
and his mother, the farm being one of the
finest in the town, and containing with the
old Miller homestead two hundred and thirty-
four acres. On December 17, 1890, he mar-
ried Miss Mary L. Alvord, who was born in
West Sparta, daughter of Martin and Abbie
Alvord. Mr. and Mrs. Frost have one son,
Willard A., born January 7, 1893. Mr.
Frost is a Republican, a firm supporter of the
principles of that party; and, wherever he is
known, he is most highly esteemed. -

BED THORNTON, an honored and
revered citizen of Arcade, Wyoming
County, N.Y., has outlived by three
decades the allotted span of earth

life, and has already spent more than a cen-
tury of years on this planet, seemingly taking
no note of “the god of bounds, who sets to
seas a shore,” although he realizes with the
poet of old that *“the port, well worth the
cruise, is near.” Mr. Thornton was born in
Richmond, Cheshire County, N.H., January
30, 1794, being a son of Laban and Elizabeth
(Fisher) Thornton, and the second child in
order of birth of their fourteen children. Of
these children one died in infancy, thirteen
grew to maturity, and Daniel, the eldest
child, died during the War of 1812. Laban
Thornton was a native of Rhode Island, born
in 1758; and his wife was of Massachusetts
birth. They began their wedded life on a
farm in New Hampshire, where in addition to
tilling the soil he owned and operated a saw-
mill. He lived to the age of sixty-two years,
and his faithful wife survived him some
eleven years.

Obed Thornton was reared within sight of
old Monadnock’s brow; and, although de-
prived by reason of imperfect vision from the
advantages of a school education, his quick
and comprehensive’ mental powers readily
retained such information as came within his
reach, and he became very apt at figures.
After leaving the parental roof, he spent one
year in Rhode Island and three years in Mas-
sachusetts, working by the month at farming
or in a brick-yard. In 1818 Mr. Thornton
came to Wyoming County, driving two yokes
of oxen, which were hitched to one large
wagon, containing three families and their
household goods. He walked the entire dis-
tance, which occupied a period of twenty-
eight days, receiving from his companions no
compensation for his services as driver, and
paying his own expenses. Arriving in
Gainesville, he and Solomon Gage continued
their journey to Arcade, the present home of
Mr. Thornton, where he bought a tract of
wild land, paying twenty-five dollars down,
and keeping his remaining twenty-five dollars
for living expenses.q He worked for the
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neighboring farmers, and began the improve-
ments on his own property in the meanwhile,
continuing thus six years, when he married
and moved into the small log house, eighteen
feet by eighteen feet, with a small loft over-
head. In 1835 he removed into the first
frame house built in that locality, living
there until 1858, when, on the day before
Thanksgiving, he took possession of the house
he now occupies. His farm contains one hun-
dred acres of land, and is well improved and
highly cultivated.

Mr. Thornton was united in marriage Sep-
tember 26, 1824, to Clarissa Lord, a native of
Galway, Saratoga County, N.Y., daughter of
Freedom Lord, who became a resident of Wy-
oming County in the spring of 1818, locating
in what was then known as Sheldon, but is
now known as Java. Eight daughters and
four sons were born of their union, of whom
eight children grew to adult life, and three
are now living, as follows: Louisa, widow of
Nathaniel French; Eunice; and Freedom.
These children, of whom the two latter never
married, are all living with the father, form-
ing a harmonious and happy household. The
children that passed away after reaching years
of maturity were Sarah, who died October 28,
1851, at the age of twenty-two years; Mary
E., in November, 1852, aged nineteen years;
Dorcas Jackson, July 12, 1868, aged thirty
years; Diana French, September 29, 1890,
aged sixty-five years; Laban, June 2, 1891, at
the age of sixty-threc years. Mrs. Thornton
passed to the life eternal on February 2,
1864; and since her decease Mr. Thornton
has been tenderly cared for by his children
and grandchildren, of whom there are nine,
besides eight great-grandchildren. He is still
remarkably vigorous for a man of his unusual
years, frequently walking to and from Bliss,
besides attending to the chores about the
house.

-

OHN CRAIG, M.D., a physician of
Geneseo, N.Y., and a member of the
Livingston County Medical Society,
was born June 3, 1809, in Antrim

County, Ireland, His ancestors on the pa-

ternal side were Scotch, on the maternal
English.

William Craig, the doctor’s father, was
born in Paisley, Scotland; but, when he was
two years old, his parents moved to Ireland,
buying land in the county of Antrim. He
there grew to manhood, and married. A
number of years afterward, in 1832, he came
to New York, and bought a farm in East
Sparta, and resided there till his death. By
his wife, Ellen Taylor, daughter of James
Taylor, of Yorkshire, England, he had nine
children. Those now living are Dr. Craig,
the subject of this biography, and his sister,
Ellen, who married James W. Roberts, of
Nunda, N.Y., a sketch of whom appears else-
where in this work.

The early education of John Craig was ob-
tained in his native country, where he attended
Ballycastle Academy and later Ballymena
Academy. He came to America in 1831,
sailing from Belfast on the ship * Jessie,”
arriving after a voyage of five weeks. He
worked for three months as clerk in a dry-
goods store in Scottsburg, Livingston County,
N.Y., and was next engaged for a few months
in a Dansville drug store, an occupation which
he doubtless found more congenial than his
previous calling. Being shortly thrown out
of employment by the failure of the proprie-
tor, he took up the study of medicine, attend-
ing lectures at Yale College, New Haven,
Conn.; and some time later he received his
diploma from Bellevue Medical College.
He began the work of his profession in
March, 1840, in the town of York, N.Y.,
continuing there till May, 1865, when he
removed to Geneseo, where for many years he
had an. extensive and successful practice.
Now at about eighty-six years of age this ven-
erable physician attends only to office work.

In 1836 Dr. Craig married Margaret Robin-
son, who was born in Ireland in 1813. Her
parents were of Scotch ancestry, and were also
natives of Ireland. Dr. and Mrs. Craig have
had five children — Elizabeth, who died at the
age of twenty-seven; Ellen A.; Mortimer,
who graduated from Buffalo Medical College,
and commenced practice in Rochester, but
died at the beginning of a promisinggcareer, at
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the age of twenty-three; William, who was a
successful commercial traveller, and who also
died in the prime of life, at the age of thirty-
two, leaving his wife, Anna M. Doyle, and
one child, Marie; Margaret, who married
Charles H. Knowles, of Minneapolis, and has
one child, Ethel Craig Knowles. During Dr.
Craig’s long period of professional activity,
he has been remarkably successful, and has
made many warm friends. Both he and his
wife are members of the Presbyterian church.

MOS O. DALRYMPLE, who is a well-
to-do agriculturist, is a worthy repre-
sentative of the native-born citi-
zens of Mount Morris, Livingston
County, where his birth occurred September 6,
1831. He comes of sturdy Scotch ancestry,
being the descendant of one of three brothers
who emigrated from Scotland to America in
early Colonial times, and settled in New
Jersey. Inthat State, his paternal grandfather,
John Dalrymple, was born, bred, and died.
Asa Dalrymple, son of John and father of
Amos, was born in Hunterdon County, New
Jersey, and was there reared to the honorable
occupation of farming, residing in the place of
his nativity until after his marriage. In 1826
he started with his family for Livingston
County, performing the entire journey with
teams, and being eight days on the road. At
that time there were but three frame houses
on the site of the present village of Mount
Morris, and the surrounding country was a
dense wilderness, populated entirely by the
bears, deer, wolves, and other wild animals
that roamed about at their own sweet will.
Mr. Dalrymple bought a heavily timbered
tract, and in the midst of the forest erected a
hewed log house, which was much the finest
dwelling in the vicinity. The facilities for
transporting his surplus grain and other pro-
ductions were then very meagre, as before the
completion of the Genesee Valley Canal or
any railroad he had to do his marketing and
milling in Rochester or Canandaigua, hauling
his produce by teams. Laboring with the
energy and industry characteristic of the early
pioneer, he cleared a good farm, on which he

made substantial improvements, among others
being the erection of a complete set of frame
buildings, and there lived until his death, at
the advanced age of eighty-six years. His
wife, whose maiden name was Eleanor Belles,
was a daughter of John Belles, who served five
years in the War of the Revolution. She
also lived to a ripe old age, dying in her
eighty-fourth year. She and her husband
reared ten children — Thomas, Eli, Isaac,
Samuel, Susan, Levi, John W., Mary E.,
Hannah, and Amos O.

It fell to the lot of Amos, the youngest of
this large family, to be the recipient of excel-
lent educational advantages. After leaving
the district school, he pursued his studies at
Mount Morris and at the Genesee Wesleyan
Seminary in Lima. When eighteen years old
he began teaching, being thus employed for
eight terms, four of which were in one dis-
trict, the latter fact indicating in some meas-
ure his success and popularity as an instructor.
At the time of his marriage Mr. Dalrymple
settled down to farming on the homestead
in which he was born, and subsequently suc-
ceeding to its ownership has since resided here,
energetically and ably engaged in its manage-
ment. He has served as Assessor three terms
and as Highway Commissioner two terms.

An important step in the advancement of
the prosperity of Mr. Dalrymple was his mar-
riage to Frances M. Darling, which was sol-
emnized June 28, 1854. Mrs. Dalrymple was
born in the town of Nunda, November 29,
1832. She is of New England antecedents,
and the descendant of a well-known pioneer
family of this county, her paternal grand-
father, Willard Darling, a native of the old
Bay State, having been an early settler of
Nunda. He died while visiting a son who
resided in Cayuga County. Otis Darling, the
father of Mrs. Dalrymple, was born in Massa-
chusetts, and when a young man came to this
State, locating in Cayuga County, where he
married. In 1828 he and his wife came to
Livingston County, where he bought a tract
of land, situated about four miles from the
village of Nunda. The log cabin, which was
his first home, he at length replaced with a
fine frame house; and this he occupied until
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after the birth of his children. In 1837, fol-
lowing the advancing steps of civilization, he
removed to Wisconsin, and buying a farm in
Columbia County lived there a number of
years. He subsequently took up his abode in
Milford, Winnebago County, Ill., where he
rounded out a long and useful life. The
maiden name of his wife, the mother of Mrs.
Dalrymple, was Electa A. Young. She was
born in Cayuga County, New York, being a
daughter of Israel and Sarah Young, who were
among the original settlers of that county.
She, too, closed her earthly life in Milford,
Ill., living to an advanced age. To her and
her husband nine children were born; namely,
Henry O., Frances M. (Mrs. Dalrymple),
Margaret J., Mandeville, Janette, Emma,
Hattie, Ella, and Electa A. Darling.

The wedded life of Mr. and Mrs. Dalrymple
has been blessed by the birth of several chil-
dren and grandchildren, of whom we chronicle
the following: Melvin L., born May 18,
1855, married Hattie Phillips, and they have
one son, Lloyd E.; Ida M., born August 14,
1856, married John H. Knappenberg, and
they have one child living, Vera D.; Nellie
M., born November 1, 1857, lives at home;
Asa C., born June 29, 1859, married Minnie
Bergen, and they are the parents of three chil-
dren — Evangeline D., Theron E., and Carrie
V.; Frankie A., born February 1o, 1861,
passed to the higher life August 5, 1880;
Jennie E., born October 3, 1862, died Octo-
ber 13, 1881; Carrie E., born January 23,
1865, married Malcolm R. Vanderbilt, and
after a short wedded life died May 9, 1894,
leaving one son, Howard L.; Amos H., born
January 3, 1867, is single and lives at home;
Delia E., born October 15, 1868, passed on-
ward February g, 1882.

ROFESSOR SILAS L. STRIVINGS,
" the efficient principal of the Gaines-

ville Union School, was born in
Mount Morris, Livingston County,

N.Y., May 1, 1865.
His grandfather, James Strivings, was
among the early pioneers in that town, where
he cleared a tract of land and resided for a

time, but finally removed to Moscow, in Liv-
ingston County. He was the father of seven
children, namely: three living in the West;
Leander, who died in the War of the Rebell-
ion; Eunice, also dead; Sarah; and Sher-
man, father of Silas L.

Sherman, the youngest of the children, was
born in Wethersfield Springs, Wyoming
County, N.Y. He assisted his father on the
farm when not engaged with his studies at the
district school; and, when he was of age, he
went to work for himself by the month, later
working a farm on shares. On the first farm
that he bought, situated near Dansville, Liv-
ingston County, he lived four years, and then
sold it and purchased the farm on which he
now resides in West Sparta. Sherman Striv-
ings married Miss Eliza Lowrey, one of a
large family of children of Richard Lowrey,
of West Sparta, formerly of West Union, Alle-
gany County, where she was born. Mrs. Striv-
ings became the mother of two children — Silas
L., of this sketch, and Minnie, who is the wife
of William Green. Both parents are mem-
bers of the Methodist church in West Sparta.

Silas L. Strivings passed his early years in
Mount Morris, near Dansville, attending the
district school and helping on the farm out of
school hours. ILater he went to the Geneseo
Normal School, where he spent the most of
four years. He then went to Portageville,
Wyoming County, and taught the village
school four years. During these years he
took the State examination at Buffalo, com-
pleting the course and securing a State di-
ploma. At the end of that time he changed
his sphere of work to the new school in
Gainesville, of which he became principal and
head master, continuing till the present time,
a period of five years. Three years ago he
put the school under the regents of the State of
New York, increasing the number of teachers,
and now has a school extending to its pupils a
superior grade of scholarship, and offering every
facility for the acquirement of a good education.

In 1888 Professor Strivings was married to
Miss Mae Townsend, a daughter of David A.
and Sarah (Dewey) Townsend, her father
being a farmer of Pike, where she was born
and spent her early life, Her materpal grand-
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parents were originally piouneers in Pike,
where the grandfather located in 1808 on a
tract of one hundred and ninety acres, and
built the log house in which the children were
nearly all born, subsequently, however, erect-
ing a more convenient and comfortable home
for the family. He died there at the age of
seventy-five years. His wife, Beulah Abel,
was from Whitehall, on the southern extrem-
ity of Lake Champlain. She was well edu-
cated, and taught the first school opened in
Pike. Her death occurred at the old home-
stead late in life. From being a farmer in
early years David A. Townsend in middle life
became a merchant, and lived in Pike in that
capacity for two years, and then went to
Kansas, and became interested in the raising
of sheep, at the same time attending to other
enterprises; but later he went to Michigan,
where he has since resided on a farm. His
wife was born in Livingston County, and
reared a family of six children. She died at
Genesee Falls, aged forty-one. Both she and
her husband were Baptists.

Mrs. Strivings received her education in
her girlhood, as Mae Townsend, at Pike Sem-
inary, and afterward taught both district and
graded schools in Portageville. By her mar-
riage she has become the mother of two chil-
dren — Roy Townsend and Frank Irving.
Professor Strivings is a devoted class leader
and Sunday-school teacher in the Methodist
church, of which he is a member. He is a
member of the Knights of Maccabees and In-
dependent Order of Good Templars, is a
Republican in politics, and is one of the fore-
most citizens in the community in which he
lives, being one who in the instruction of the
young represents the educational force which
is to shape the thought and career of many in
the future; for, as Emerson has said, “’'Tis
the fine souls who serve us, and not what is

- called fine society.”

ANIEL J. WALKER was born in
Madison County, New York, on

9 J May 15, 1815. His father, James
Walker, a Scotch emigrant from

Perthshire, came to America, and settled in

Johnstown, Montgomery County, when that
portion of the State was but thinly populated,
and the life of a farmer was one of incessant
struggles and unremitting toil. He did not
remain permanently in Montgomery, but
moved to Madison County, where he made but
a temporary residence. In York, Livingston
County, he found an abiding-place to his
mind; and in this town in 1833 he bought
a farm of one hundred and sixty acres.
Here he lived the remainder of his life, died,
and was buried. His wife, Catherine Mc-
Naughton, was a Scotch lassie; and their
children may lay a just claim to an inheri-
tance of industry, thrift, sturdy independence,
and loyalty of faith from their ancestry on
both sides. James Walker lived to be eighty-
five years of age, and his wife died at an age
which added one year more to its mortal ac-
count than that of her husband. Their nine
children were: Gilbert, Jane, Mary, Jean-
nette, Daniel J., Alexander, Elizabeth, Char-
lotte, Catherine.

Daniel J. was the second of the three sons
in this family group. He was educated in
the district schools of Madison County, and
after leaving school stayed on his father's
farm until he was thirty years of age. There
seems to be an element of calm strength about
the man who is content to stay in one region
and do what his hand finds to do, undisturbed
by illusory visions of brilliant achievement
in far-off quarters. Of such a temperament is
Mr. Walker, who has been a farmer all of his
life, and who has never left his native State.
For six years he lived in the adjoining town
of Caledonia, but after the expiration of that
period returned to York, and purchased an
estate, upon which he now resides. This
place was bought in 18355,

The realization of the Biblical enunciation,
“It is not good for man to live alone,” ap-
pears, as all great simple truths seem to be
more clearly apprehended by those who live
simple natural lives, to come as a matter of
course and beyond disputation to the man who
tills and plants and gathers; and one rarely
finds a bachelor farmer. Following the brave
old fashion, clearly the better way, Mr.
Walker sought a “pelpmate” betimes, and



BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW

129

was married to Miss Asenath Calvert, a
daughter of Robert Calvert, of York. They
have only one child, a daughter, Beldenia,
who married Mr. Watson G. Mallett, of Or-
leans County; so the father and mother. are
living alone, like a young couple, on their
farm.

Mr. and-Mrs. Walker are both members of
the United Presbyterian Church of York.
The former has been a loyal Republican since
the formation of the party, but cast his first
Presidential vote for the Whig candidate in
1836.

RTEMUS L. HUNT, M.D, is a
well-known and highly esteemed phy-
sician living in Springwater, Liv-
ingston County, N.Y. He was
born in this town, June 24, 1826.. Dr. Hunt’s
grandfather, Aaron, and also his father,
Aaron J. Hunt, were natives of Massachu-
setts, belonging to the good old New Eng-
land stock, from which so many are justly
proud of having sprung. Aaron Hunt, al-
though born in Massachusetts, came out as
pioneer to Ontario County, New York State,
in middle life, and settléd in a place after-
ward named for him, Hunt’s Hollow."

Aaron J., the son, on reaching manhood,
followed his father’s example, and became a
farmer, living first in Hunt’s Hollow, where
he had been brought up, then moving to
Naples, Ontario County, and later to Spring-
water. At this town, in 1823, he purchased
a neck of land on the Cohocton River, built a
mill, and settled down for twenty-five years.
Then, following the pioneer instincts of his
father, he pushed westward, and, finding a
suitable place to settle, near Dansville, Mich.,
he bought a farm, and resumed the agricult-
ural pursuits of his early years. He died
after fifteen years of continuous labor in till-
ing the soil, having reached the age of eighty-
six years. .

The wife of Aaron J. Hunt, Miss. Lucy
Garfield, before her marriage was a daughter
of Solomon Garfield, an uncle of the late
noble President of that name. She, too, was
a New Englander, born in Worcester, Mass.,

where she spent her early life on her father’s
farm.

There were eight children as a result of
that marriage — Eliza, who married Rens-
selaer Paine, and has already passed away;
Joseph; Catharine, who married Levi Robin-
son, and after his death Mr. Miller, of Michi-
gan; Andrew; Marietta; Artemus L.; Sarah
Jane, who married Charles Smith, and is now
dead; and Sarah Ann, who lived but a few
years. Mrs. Hunt lived to see her children
well started in life. She died in Springwater
at the age of fifty-nine years, leaving a good
record for faithful and helpful service. Both
parents were members of the Christian
church.

Artemus L., second son of Aaron and Lucy
Hunt, as named above, spent his early life in
Springwater, attending the district school and
assisting his father till he was of age, when
he went to work on a farm about four miles
from the village. This farm he was able
finally to purchase; and he lived on it for
several years, following the carpenter’s trade.
But unwilling to settle downto that occupa-
tion, and having a longing for higher educa-
tional advantages, he went to Ann Arbor,
Mich., and took a full course of study, was
graduated, and began practising medicine in
Springwater, where he now is successfully
established.

Dr. Hunt married in 1844 Miss Lydia Ann
Rix, daughter of Samuel Rix, a well-to-do
farmer, and member of one of the old families
of this town. Their only child, Joseph A.
Hunt, is a commercial traveller. In 1886
this wife died at the age of fifty-four years;
and in 1888 Dr. Hunt married for his second
wife Miss Emma S. Hickok, a daughter of
Samuel R. Hickok, a farmer and resident of
Canadice, Ontario County, in which place
Mrs. Hunt was born. Mrs. Hunt's mother,
Eliza Wiley, was a daughter of the Rev. John
Wiley, and a native of Springwater, where his
people were among the earliest settlers. She
brought up a family of eight children — Hora-
tio H., a pastor of the Advent church at
Stephens’s Mills, Steuben County; George
W.; Mary E.; Samuel R., who is no longer
living; Hattie E.; Emma S.; Jennie S., who
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also died; and John W. Samuel R. Hickok,
Mrs. Hunt’s father, was a son of Dr. Henry
Pell Hickok, of Ontario County. He died in
1877, at the age of fifty-nine years. His
widow, Mrs. E. Wiley Hickok, is still living,
and is a member of the Methodist church
at Hemlock Lake.

Dr. Artemus L. Hunt is a member of the
Eclectic Society of Geneseo valley, holds a
diploma from the State society, and has been
voted into the national society. He is a
Free Mason, a member of the Pheenix Lodge,
No. 115, A. F. & A. M., of Dansville, and
has also been one of the coroners of Living-
ston County. Politically, he is and has
always been a firm believer in the Republican
principles. Both Dr. and Mrs. Hunt are con-
nected with the Advent church, of which Dr.
Hunt is a Trustee.

OBERT WEEKS BOGART, a native-

born citizen of Livingston County,

has grown with its growth, and since

attaining the estate of manhood has

done no unimportant part in the great work

that has resulted in making it the heart of

one of the richest farming centres of the Em-

pire State. He worthily represents one of the

oldest settled families of Mount Morris, his

father, Andrew Van Middlesworth Bogart, a

native of New York City, and the son of a

practising physician, having come here as

early as 1815, removing from Cayuga County
after living there a short time.

Mount Morris was then included in Gene-
see County, and was very sparsely settled,
being in fact but a wilderness, through which
the traveller found his way by means of blazed
trees. Andrew V M. Bogart, then a young
man, bought a tract of wild land, which is
included in the farm now owned by the sub-
ject of this sketch. Building a log cabin for
himself and wife, he began the clearing of the
land; and the ringing blows of his axe did
good execution among the giants of the forest.
With his other industries he kept sheep and
raised flax; and his good wife used to card,
spin, and weave the material for the garments
in which her family were dressed, being as

busy with domestic duties as he was in his
agricultural labors. He improved an excel-
lent farm, and here resided until his decease
in 1846. His wife, whose maiden name was
Rachel Weeks, was a daughter of Robert
Weeks, one of the earliest pioneers of West
Sparta. At the time Mr. Weeks settled
there, railways and canals were unheard of;
and he had to take his grist on horseback to
Avon, the nearest milling point, being two
days on the trip. Bread-stuffs were often-
times scarce; but deer, bears, pheasants, and
smaller game were plentiful, and supplied the
family larder with meat. Mr. Weeks re-
claimed a good farm from the wilderness, and
remained there during his declining years.
Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Bogart, two of whom are now living. Eliza-
beth, now deceased, married Marcus Dun-
ning; Jacob Henry resides in Greenfield,
Ind.; Robert W. is the subject of this brief
record; Andrew died in childhood. The
mother survived her husband many years,
making her home with her son on the old
homestead property, and passed away in 1884,
at the age of seventy-seven years.

Robert Weeks Bogart was but ten years old
when his father died; and he continued to
live with his mother, who trained him to
habits of usefulness and industry, and in-
stilled into his mind the lessons of truth and
honesty that have guided his course through
life. He succeeded to the ownership of the
home farm, which he has managed with excel-
lent judgment, and has since bought adjoining
land, being now the proprietor of one of the
best and most finely equipped farms in the
neighborhood, containing one hundred and
seventy-cight acres of rich and well-tilled
land.

In 1866 Mr. Bogart was united in the holy
bonds of matrimony with Miss Belle Snyder,
a native of West Sparta, and the daughter of
Henry and Anna Snyder. After a happy
wedded life of twenty-five years death sun-
dered the silver chain that bound the twain,
Mrs. Bogart passing to the world beyond on
January 1, 1891. In January, 1894, Mr.
Bogart was married to Miss Grace Perrine, a
native of this county, daughter of one of the
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pioneer families, her parents being William
T. and Harriet (Stevens) Perrine. The
father is now deceased, and the mother is a
resident of West Sparta.

ILAS F. CLOUGH, a dairy farmer

residing in Arcade, Wyoming

County, has made a success of both

mercantile business and agricult-

ure. He was born at Fabius, Onondaga

County, N.Y., October 11, 1831, being a son

of Ephraim Clough, who was a native of the

same county, and grandson of Abel Clough,
whose birthplace was i New England.

The grandfather, having migrated to Onon-
daga County, followed agriculture success-
fully, and spent the remainder of his life
there, enjoying a bountiful prosperity as a
reward for persistent and untiring industry.

Ephraim Clough early entered into the
spirit of his father’s calling, acquiring from
him a thorough knowledge of farming, and on
becoming of age branched out extensively as a
farmer on a very large scale, purchasing and
managing farms at Fabius, Onondaga County,
and in other towns. Coming to Arcade in
1854, he purchased a farm of one hundred
acres, situated directly within the village,
and established a dairy, which he conducted
for a time. Later, having divided the farm
into village lots, which he sold to good advan-
tage, he bought a small place in the village
for a residence. Here he lived until called
to his long home at an advanced age.

His wife, whose maiden name was Emeline
Fitch, was a daughter of Silas Fitch, of
Franklin, - Delaware County, where she was
born. She reared six children, five of whom
are still living — Silas F., of whose career
this brief article is a chronicle; Abel, who
responded to his country’s call at the breaking
out of the Civil War, and was killed by the
explosion of a shell while following Sherman
to the sea, leaving a ‘wife and two children;
Esther, wife of Abraham Allen (deceased);
Delos W.; Charles; and Frances, now the
wife of William Howard. The mother died
in Arcade at the advanced age of eighty-eight
years.

Silas F. Clough, who was named for his
maternal grandfather, acquired a good knowl-
edge of agriculture in his younger days by
assisting his father in the farm duties at
home, not neglecting his education, however;
for he attended the district schools and also
the Fabius Academy, thus placing himself in
readiness to commence the battle of life.
This he did by entering as a clerk the store
of B. H. McClethem at Arcade, where he re-
mained one year and a half, at the expira-
tion of which period he purchased a building,
stocked it with a full and complete line of
general merchandise, and began business for
himself. He conducted his store very profit-
ably for eighteen months; but, out-of-door life
being more to his tastes, he then sold the
whole establishment, and bought a farm of
one hundred and sixty-six acres, at that time
in a semi-improved state, containing an old
house and equally ancient out-buildings. He
diligently applied himself to the task of
bringing his farm to a proper state of cultiva-
tion, with results which have been more than
satisfactory; and he has not only increased
his acreage, but has also replaced the old
buildings with well-appointed structures of
more modern style, his new residence being
especially comfortable and substantial. About
the year 1873 Mr. Clough bought the Arcade
grist-mill and also the tannery, employing
several workmen in the latter making leather
for the Boston market. This business he car-
ried on with profit for about fifteen years,
then sold it, and has since devoted his whole
time to the farm. His place now consists of
two hundred and forty acres, devoted to dairy
interests, keeping thirty to fifty cows, some of
the milk of which is sold to the creamery, and
the remainder partly made into butter on his
own premises, but mostly made into cheese at
the factory.

In 1855 Mr. Clough was united in marriage
to Miss Lucretia Woodworth, who was born
in Cazenovia, Madison County, daughter of
Daniel Woodworth. They have .three chil-
dren, namely: Alta, who married Albert Den-
nison, a dealer in musical instruments, having
one child, Isabel; Nellie, a music teacher, who
is exceedingly proficient; and Homer, a gradu-
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ate of the Rochester University, now attached:

to the Weather Bureau at Nashville, Tenn.
Mr. Clough is a Republican in politics, and
has served as a Trustee of the high school, tak-
ing a great interest in educational as well as
political matters. Both himself and family
are members of the Baptist church, of which
he is a Trustee and Deacon, having given much
valuable time and money to the promotion of
religious interests in the community.

HOMAS E. GALLAGHER, now hold-

ing the position of special agent of the

Atna Insurance Company of Hartford,

Conn., resides in Dansville, N.Y., where he

was born July 31, 1848. His grandfather,

Miles Gallagher, was a farmer in Ireland, and

lived to the extreme age of ninety-five years.

His father and mother, Owen and Catherine

(Fergus) Gallagher, came to America in

1847, bringing with them one child, who,

however, died on the voyage. Their second

child, Thomas E., was born a year after their
arrival in this country.

Miles Gallagher settled in Dansville, and
worked as a laborer for some years. He
afterward found employment in the machine-
shop of G. Sweet & Co., where he learned the
moulder’s trade, -at which he worked for a
long time; but since 1879 he has been pros-
perously engaged in the flour and feed busi-
ness. Mrs. Owen Gallagher was also of Irish
birth, and was one of a large family. She
was the mother of six children, four of whom
survive — Thomas E.; Mary; Ellen, who
married James Brogan, a farmer of Portage,
N.Y.; and James. The parents were both
communicants of St. Patrick’s Roman Cath-
olic Church, of which the father was a Trustee
for thirty-five years.

And so it came about that Thomas attended
the parochial and other schools in Dansville,
and received a solid education in those
branches necessary for a man in practical life.
He remained with his father till he came of
age, though before that time he had begun a
commercial life as a clerk, entering a grocery
store when he was only thirteen years old.
This firm, Gilder & Co., kept the lad for three

years, after which he was employed by Mr.
Snyder during the years previous to his two
years’ stay in Elmira. Returning to Dans-
ville, Mr. Thomas E. Gallagher was engaged
in the grocery business fourteen years, during
the first five being in partnership with Albert
Sweet, and afterward continuing it alone
nine years, besides conducting a branch store
at Mount Morris. At the expiration of nine
years he sold out and moved to Elmira, where
he entered a commercial partnership with his
brother. He next became one of the firm of
T. Perry & Co., local insurance agents of El-
mira, in which he remained for three years
before he took the position of State agent for
the Washington Company, of Boston, the
duties of which were to take charge of the
agencies and attend to the adjustments in
the State. After eighteen months this com-
pany retired from business, and he became
general State agent for the Continental In-
surance Company, of New York. Six years
later he formed a connection with the Ztna
Insurance Company, of Hartford, which en-
gagement he still holds.

In 1874 he was married to Miss Sarah A.
McCurdy, a daughter of John McCurdy, a rep-
resentative of the oldest family of the county.
(See sketch of John McCurdy.) Of this mar-
riage four children have been born — Elsie,
Gretchen, Grace, and Vincent. The eldest
daughter graduated with the highest honors
from the Convent of the Sacred Heart in
Rochester. She is a fine musician. The
second daughter, Gretchen, is also highly
endowed with musical talent. She was as a
child sent to the parochial school, and pre-
pared for the Sacred Heart Convent. Her
musical progress under Professor Henri Appy,
a celebrated musician in this locality, has
been remarkable; and, though only fifteen
years old, she has a large class of music
pupils under her instruction, has repeatedly
played for large audiences in Rochester, and
has received most flattering press notices.
The violin is her instrument.

The Gallaghers are all members of the
Roman Catholic church here, of which the
father has been for many years a Trustee.

. He is also a member of the Catholic Mutual
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Benefit Association and President of the St.
Patrick’s Total Abstinence and Benevolent
Society. He has been Town Clerk, an officer
of the Union Hose Company, and a village
Trustee, and a member of the Board of Edu-
cation. In politics he is a firm supporter of
the Democratic party.

ICHARD M. JONES, an able mem-

ber of the County Board of Super-

visors, representing the town of

Geneseo, was born in Springwater,

March 13, 1836. The native place of his

father, Richard Jones, was Pittsfield, N.H.;

and his grandfather, Joseph Jones, was a life-
long resident of New England.

Mr. Jones’s father learned in his youth the
trade of clock-making; and after he reached
maturity he left his home and went out to On-
tario County in New York State, where he
followed that calling, and also conducted a
foundry. After his marriage he removed to
Springwater in Livingston County, where he
continued to work at his trade until his death,
which occurred in 1846. Richard Jones’s
wife, mother of Richard M., whose life story
is here narrated, was Lucy A. Hickock. She
was born in West Bloomfield, Ontario County,
N.Y., and was a daughter of William Hick-
ock, a well-known farmer of Ontario County.
She died in 1890, at the advanced age of
eighty-four years. She was the mother of a
family of twelve children, who all grew to
maturity — Joseph, Carlos, Lucinda, John H.,
Caroline, Catherine, Myron R., Richard M.,
Henry C., Emily, James S., and Lucy.

Richard M., the eighth in the above-named
group, was but ten years old when his father
died; and, as his mother was left with four
younger than he and in very limited circum-
stances, the boy was early obliged not only to
earn his own living, but also to assist in the
support of the family. He found work on a
farm, and continued in that occupation until
he enlisted, June 13, 1861, in Company A,
Third New York Cavalry, the first volunteer
company of cavalry mustered in the United
States service. Mr. Jones was with the
Union army in all its various campaigns and

battles. He twice had a horse shot from
under him. Once he shed blood for his coun-
try, when wounded by a ball, which grazed
his forehead but spared his eyesight. He was
honorably discharged at Jones’s Landing on
the James River, July 17, 1864. After that
he returned home, and for a time worked land
on shares. Then he rented land of Mr.
Wadsworth for almost twelve years. In 1884
he purchased the farm of one hundred and
twenty acres, situated two miles out from
Geneseo, where he is now happily and pros-
perously settled. The estate is well man-
aged, and yields considerable fruit, as well
as general farm produce.

In 1865 Mr. Richard M. Jones was married
to Miss Amanda A. Jennings, a native of
Springwater, a daughter of John Jennings.
Her mother before marriage was Miss Mary
Frost. Mr. and Mrs. Jones have two children
— Caroline E. and Richard. Mr. Jones is a
member of A. A. Curtis Post, No. 392, Grand
Army of the Republic, of which he has been
Commander. He is a Republican in political
opinions, and was elected Supervisor in 1894.

A portrait of this patriotic, useful, and
highly esteemed citizen may be found on an-
other page of the “Review.”

EV. ALFRED KELLEY BATES,
the Presbyterian clergyman in Lima,
_Livingston County, N.Y., was born

in the city of Columbus, Ohio, De-
cember 14, 1853. His great-grandfather,
Phineas Bates, was a Massachusetts man; and
his grandfather, Stephen Bates, was born in
Granville, in the western part of that State.
Stephen Bates came to Canandaigua, On-
tario County, N.Y., when only eighteen years
of age, working as a farmer and miller. He
was one of the pioneers who cleared the tim-
ber off what is now Main Street in that vil-
lage. He owned a grist-mill at Littleville,
which he operated from 1832 till 1845, when
he removed to Wisconsin, where he died in
the fall of the same year. In the trying
years from 1813 to 1815, during the progress
of the last war with Great Britain, he was a
member of the State Assembly? and later,
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under Governor Clinton, he was in the State
Senate. During a great part of his active life
his home was near Canandaigua. His wife
bore the sweet name of Naomi and the prac-
tical name of Handy.

Stephen Bates’s son, James ILawrence, the
father of our special subject, was born in
Canandaigua in 1815, and attended the local
schools besides the Canandaigua Academy
and Hobart College. For a while he worked
in his father’s mill; but in 1832 he went to
Ohio, where he studied law and was admitted
to the bar, pursuing his profession the rest of
his days in Columbus, holding the office of
District Circuit Judge for fifteen years. His
wife was Maria Kelley, a native of Cleveland,
Ohio; and they had six children, the first of
whom, Julia, died in infancy. Edward Bates
died at the early age of eighteen. Then came
a sister, Mary Bates. Lucy Bates married
Colonel J. T. Holmes, a leading attorney in
Columbus, Ohio; and they have four children
— Mabel, Constance, Lawrence, and Eleanor
Holmes. Fanny Bates married William P.
Little, of Columbus; and they have three
children — Helen, Evelyn, and Robert Little.

Their fifth child, Alfred Kelley Bates, was
named for his mother’s father. He was edu-
cated in the schools of his native State and
at Princeton College, where he was graduated
in 1874, when twenty years of age. Later
he was also graduated from the Chicago Theo-
logical Seminary, and at once, in 1878,
ordained a Presbyterian clergyman in Spring-
field, Ill., the home of the martyred President
Lincoln. After a year’s experience there he
went to Mount Vernon, Ohio, and then came
to Lima. A few years later he went to Coun-
cil Bluffs, Ia., and then successively to Cedar
Rapids in the same State, to Cadiz, Ohio, and
to Scranton, Pa., whence in 1893 he came
again to Lima, where he is still pastor of the
Presbyterian church.

His marriage took place about the time of
his ordination, in 1878, the bride being
Louise Strong, daughter of the Rev. Addison
K. and Medorah (Elder) Strong, now settled
near Syracuse. From this marriage have
come eight children — James, born in 1879,
and named for his paternal grandfather;

Ethel, born in 1880; Janet, born in 1882;
Naomi, born in 1884, and named for her
great-grandmother Bates; Alfred, born in
1889, and named for his father; Edward, born
in 1889, and named for an uncle; Mary, born
in 1891; Gertrude, born in 1893. Their
father is unusually fond of children, and
might ask with the sage, Marcus Aurelius,
“Who is there whom bright and agreeable
children do not attract to play and creep and
prattle with them?” and this trait is espe-
cially attractive in a gentleman of his pro-
fession.

« Of such the kingdom ! And truly
«We need love's tender lessons taught
As only weakness can.
God hath his small interpreters;
The child must teach the man.”

SA A. LUTHER, a highly esteemed
citizen of Warsaw, was born in Cas-

tile, November 21, 1842. He was

the son of Lymus C. and Caroline

P. (Dudley) Luther. Asa Luther, father of
Lymus C., was one of the early settlers of
Wyoming County and a pioneer Baptist min-
ister, an earnest preacher of the gospel, well
known in his day, when churches in this
region were few and far between. It is said
of him that he had many times preached in a

barn. He died in Castile, when forty years
of age. His wife outlived him, and married
again. The Rev. Asa Luther had three chil-

dren, one son and two daughters, all of whom
lived to grow up; and one, Mrs.. Mary Hunt,
is still living, her home being in Iowa. The
other daughter was Savina, who became the
wife of Mr. Holden.

The son, Lymus C., grew into manhood in
Castile, his native town, and there learned
the carriage-maker’s trade, which he followed
in later years. During the earlier part of his
life he was interested in farming, but after-
ward removed to Wisconsin, and there estab-
lished a carriage-making business, in which
he was highly successful. He was a member
of the Congregational church, and in politics
a Republican. He served as Deputy Sheriff
in Wisconsin, and all tarough his life was an
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active business man. He died in Wisconsin
at the age of sixty years. He was twice mar-
ried, and had three children by his first mar-
riage and two by the second, all of whom
grew up, and four of whom are now living,
their names being: Asa A., Laura, Helen,
Clara, and Carrie. Laura is the wife of J.
Thomson. Helen, who married Ira Vail, of
Wisconsin, died at the age of twenty-six, in
California, where she had gone for her health.
The other two daughters, twins, are both
married.

Asa A., the eldest child of Lymus C.
Luther, received his education partly in Cas-
tile annd partly in Wisconsin. At the age of
fourteen he commenced work at the carpen-
ter and joiner's trade in the factory of James
B. Bradish, remaining with him for two years.
At this time the Civil War broke out, and he
enlisted August 31, 1861, in Company F.
Fifth New York Cavalry, commanded by
Captain Wheeler. His war experiences were
particularly active, he being in thirteen
engagements, including the battles of Bull
Run, Chantilly, Manassas Junction, and
Fredericksburg, besides many skirmishes. In
Kilpatrick s raid, in March, 1864, he was capt-
ured, and was detained in Libby and Ander-
sonville Prisons for nine months. He was
paroled in November of that year, but did not
reach the Union lines until some time in De-
cember. Before he was taken prisoner he was
said to have weighed one hundred and fifty-
seven pounds, and on his release his weight
was but sixty-eight pounds. He was honor-
ably discharged in February, 1865. When Mr.
Luther returned to Warsaw at the close of the
war, he took up the occupation of carpenter,
contractor, and builder, and was foreman of
the Warsaw Manufacturing Company for about
seven years. In 1876 he bought a farm, which
he has cultivated and upon which he has re-
sided until the present day, this farm consist-
ing of ninety-four acres of land. He is a hard
worker, and has made what he has by his own
industry and perseverance.

Mr. Luther has been twice married. In
1867 he was -united in marriage to Calista
Keeney, who died in 1869. Two years later
he married Mary E. Keeney, daughter of

'

Sheldon C. and Ann H. Keeney. Five chil-
dren were born to them — Kendrick A., now
attending a medical school; Ralph E., hold-
ing a position in A. B. Bishop's drug store at
Warsaw; Anna B. and Guy S., who reside at
home; and Elmer D., who died at the age of
seven years.

Mr. Luther has held the office of Highway
Commissioner for nine years, and is now one
of the directors of the Wyoming County Agri-
cultural Society and superintendent of horses
for the society. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Congregational church at Warsaw,
and in politics Mr. Luther is a Republican.
He is also a member of the Gibbs Post, No.
130, Grand Army of the Republic, and of the
Ancient Order of United Workmen, No. 110.
He occupies a high position among his fellow-
townsmen, having a good record as a patriotic,
useful citizen both in war and in peace.

EOTT W. HORTON, the signally
successful editor of the Livingston
Democrat, was born in Batavia, Gen-
esee County, N.Y., November 3, 1858, and
was but a lad when his father, Samuel Hor-
ton, a farmer, died in that town. Elliott was
cared for by his mother, who removed to
Phelps, Ontario County, where she gave him
such education as she could afford.

He commenced the work of life by laboring
on a farm; but the next season he and his
mother moved to Sodus, and later he went to
Palmyra Union School. At Palmyra he
learned the printer’s trade in the office of the
Wayne County Fournal, and advancing rap-
idly was made associate editor. From here
he went to Washington, D.C., where, after
being employed one year in the government
printing-office, he conducted a job office for a
year. In the fall of 1885 he came to Gene-
seo, and during the ensuing year worked as
foreman in the office of the Livingston Demo-
crat, of which he has ever since been editor
and manager. This paper was started in Au-
gust, 1885, with a very small list of sub-
scribers, but soon increased in popularity, and
in the course of two years attained the largest
circulation of any paper in the eounty. Mr.
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Horton is a newspaper man of much ability,
and has always advocated such enterprises as
were calculated to benefit Geneseo and Liv-
ingston County, the Livingston Democrat
being the first paper to favor a system of
water-works, electric lights, and many other
improvements of this progressive age.

In June, 1890, Elliott W. Horton married
Emma Argue, daughter of William Argue, of
Canada; and they have one child, Elliott A.
Horton. Mr. Horton is foreman of the Wads-
worth Hose Company, the most noted fire
company in Western New York, and in 1889
was presented with a beautiful silver, gold-
lined fireman’s trumpet as an expression of
appreciation for his services as drill-master,
showing the esteem in which he is held by his
associates. It is evident from what has been
said that he is a man who is ever ready to
take his stand on the side of the greatest good
to the greatest number.

AJOR MARK J. BUNNELL, a

gallant officer of the New York
Volunteer Infantry in the late

war, now living in retirement at

Dansville, was born in the adjacent town of
Lima, December 25, 1837. Major Bunnell’s
paternal grandfather, Jehiel, was a native of
Cheshire, Conn., where he was a mechanic.
From Cheshire he went to Whitehall, and
from thence to Poultney, Vt., where he re-
sided until just before the War of 1812 broke
over the country. At this time he removed
to Lima, where he passed the remaining years
of his life, dying there in his cighty-fifth year.
He served in the War of the Revolution, en-
Jisting in 1780, and re-enlisting in 1781,
under Captain Hotchkiss at Waterbury, Conn.
Dennis Bunnell, son of Jehiel, was born in
Whitehall, N.Y. He accompanied his father
to Lima, and remained with him until he be-
came of age. Having acquired a common
education in the district school, he equipped
himself- for the battle of life by learning a
trade. This trade was wagon-making, which
he followed until 1850, after which he came
to Dansville, and entered the grocery busi-
ness. In a few years his health failed so en-

tirely that he was obliged to retire from active
pursuits. He was born in 1806, and died in
1885, having almost, by “reason of strength,”
reached his “fourscore years.” Mr. Dennis
Bunnell lived for five years in Livonia after
leaving Lima. His wife, Mary Baker, be-
longed to a fine old family, which boasted four
Methodist ministers among its number. Mrs.
Bunnell reared four of the five children to
which she gave birth— Dem. B., who lives
in Dansville, N.Y.; Mary, who married F. A.
Willard, a professor in a school in Brooklyn;
a son, Asahel O., whose sketch appears else-
where in this volume; and Major Mark J., of
whom this memoir is written. A daughter,
Sarah C., died in 1846, aged eleven years.
The mother’s last years were spent in Dans-
ville, where she died in 1881, aged sixty-nine
years. Both parents were members of the
Methodist church.

Major Bunnell lived in Lima and Livonia
until his thirteenth year. He was instructed
in the district school, and assisted his father
in the grocery store, after which he found
employment as a farm hand in the neighbor-
hood. As he grew older, he entered the hard-
ware establishment of Brown & Grant, where,
besides working in the store, he learned the
trade of coppersmith and tinner. In 1861,
on April 17, five days after Fort Sumter had
been fired upon, he enlisted as a private in
Company B, Thirteenth New York Volunteer
Infantry; but, immediately after the company
was attached to the regiment, he was made
First Sergeant. This was just before the
memorable battle of Bull Run. After Bull
Run he was promoted to be Second Lieuten-
ant, which post he held until January 8, 1862.
During the Peninsular campaign, he was
promoted to a Captaincy.

At the second battle of Bull Run, on Au-
gust 30, 1862, he was wounded, and after
lying on the field ten days was picked up by a
burial party, and was sent to a hospital, where
he remained until February 1, 1863, when he
came home on sick leave. The wound which
he had received was well-nigh a mortal one, a
minie ball having passed through both lungs
from his left to his right side; and it was
some time before he regovered from its terri-
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ble effects. When able to re-enter the ser-
vice, he was appointed Captain of the Veteran
Reserve by the President, and ordered to
Washington, where he was given charge of a
company of men who did patrol duty in the
city. He was afterward a member of the
general court martial, and was on duty in
Washington, D.C., when he was finally mus-
tered out by a general order on the 3oth of
June, 1866. He was discharged as Captain,
and brevetted Major, after which he returned
to Dansville; but his health was broken, and
he was unable for some time to do any work.
He was appointed Canal Collector, a position
he held until the canal was abandoned. In
1872 he held an appointment in the House of
Representatives at Washington, and was after-
ward made Superintendent of the folding-
room of the House. In 1874 he was made
Assistant Sergeant-at-arms in the United
States Senate, in which position he remained
until 1880, when he was elected Clerk of
Livingston County. To this office he was
re-elected, and served a second time. In
1889 he was appointed Chief of the Military
Division of the Third Auditor’s office, the
Treasury Department, in Washington, having
thirty clerks in his office, which audited an-
nually between thirty and forty millions of
dollars.

Major Bunnell returned to Dansville at the
expiration of four years, and has since lived
in retirement. In 1893 he was obliged to
have one of his limbs amputated on account of
the injuries it had sustained during his ser-
vices in the army.

Major Bunnell was married in 1863 to Miss
Josephine Bottume, a daughter of Charles L.
‘Bottume, a merchant. To Mrs. Bunnell three
children were born, namely: Alice E., who
was educated in Rochester, and married
."George L. Fielder, Manager of the Evening
Post in New York; George M., who received
his education at the River View Academy at
Poughkeepsie; and Belle I. The family are
regular attendants at the Presbyterian church.

Major Bunnell is a member of Canaseraga
Lodge, No. 123, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and Pheenix Lodge, No. 115, A. F
& A. M. In both orders he has,attained high

office, being Past Grand Master in the one
and Master Mason in the other. He is a
member of S. N. Hedges Post, No. 216,
Grand Army of the Republic, of Dansville,
and its present Commander. He is also on
the staff of the Department Commander of
New York. Scorning to be a drone in the
human hive, ever by “new occasions” taught
“new duties,” he has proved faithful to his
trust, whether in military or in civil service.

ILLIAM BRISTOL, a well-known
and leading citizen of Warsaw,
Wyoming County, N.Y., is a hale

and hearty man of more than threescore and
ten, as vigorous in intellect as if in the prime
of life. His birth occurred in Gainesville,
May 7, 1821. He comes of Revolutionary
stock, his grandfather, Benjamin Bristol, hav-
ing served in the war for American indepen-
dence. Prior to that time he had married
Abigail Warner, of Canaan, Columbia
County; and of this union the following chil-
dren were born: William, Richard, Charles,
Josiah, Henry, George, Hannah, Chloe, and
Rebecca.

William Bristol, Sr., son of Benjamin, was
born in the town of Canaan, August 19,
1775, and there lived until twenty years old.
In 1806 he removed to the part of Genesee
County that is now Wyoming County, and
helped to survey the present town of Gaines-
ville. He located sixteen hundred acres of
land, and cleared and improved a good home-
stead from the wild domain on which he felled
the first tree. On February 22, 1807, he was
wedded to Martha Stevens, who was born in
Worcester, Mass., September 1, 1785, but
who subsequently removed with her parents
to Lima, N.Y. -Six children came to glad-
den their home, namely: Francis S., who
died in 1845; Benjamin F., now living at the

-age of eighty-four; Mary, who married John

M. Lawrence, and died in 1876; Lamira, who
married George Harrington, and died in 1848;
Laura, who married Corydon Doolittle, and
died in 1851; and William Bristol, Jr., the
subject of the present sketch, whose career
has been closely outlined by the pen of a local
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journalist in words that follow, copied from
the County History: —

“With a common-school education he began
life for himself at the old family home in
Gainesville; and to his business as a farmer
he added that of wool buying, which he fol-
lowed for over twenty years. A man of quick
feeling, of fine address, of business ability
and integrity and great energy, Mr. Bristol
early became a man of mark in his town and
county. As a business man large interests
have been at different times committed to
him. He has hardly been what would be
called a politician, though a man with his
characteristics could not be left out of public
affairs during the stormy period in which he
has lived. He was born and bred a Demo-
crat; but, becoming dissatisfied with the posi-
tion his party assumed in regard to certain
moral questions, particularly slavery, he aban-
doned it, and became one of the founders of
the Republican party, being a delegate to the
historical *Anti-Nebraska ~ Convention held at
Saratoga in 1854 and one of the five represent-
atives from this part of the State to the
famous ‘Barnburner’ Convention at Syracuse
in 1856, which indorsed Fremont. He was
Supervisor of his town in 1855 and again four
years during the war, was Under Sheriff of the
county in 1842, was Presidential elector and
secretary of the electoral colleges in 1864,
and member of Assembly in 1867 and 1868.
He contributed materially to establish and
sustain Gainesville Female Seminary. Asa
member of the committee appointed by Gov-
ernor Morgan to promote enlistments in the
Thirtieth Senatorial District, Mr. Bristol did
efficient service. His patriotic course, his
careful zeal, and his expenditure of time and
money in those years made him a central
figure in the local history of the county dur-
ing the war period. A considerable portion
of his large income was devoted to this work;
and by and through his efforts, sustained by
the loyal sentiment of his townsmen, Gaines-
ville filled every quota promptly, and came
out of the war without a debt. A Director of
the Rochester & State Line Railway Company
(now Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburg) from
its organization, no one had a larger share in

the responsibility of its location and construc-
tion than Mr. Bristol. He was one of the
first directors of the Warsaw Salt Company,
the pioneer company of the great salt industry
in the town. He moved to Warsaw in 1867.”

Mr. Bristol has been twice married, his
first wife having been Adelia M. Lockwood,
whose mother, Clara (Hoag) Lockwood, be-
longed to a family quite prominent in relig-
ious circles, many of its members being
ministers of the Methodist denomination.
The maiden name of his second wife was
Martha J. Jewett. She is a native of Ontario
County, being a daughter of Major S. S. and
Jemima Ross Jewett and a niece of Free-
born G. Jewett, a well-known resident of
Skaneateles, one of the first judges of the
Court of Appeals under the elective judiciary.
Mr. Bristol has reared six children — Laura
B., Belle B., Caroline B., William, Millie
J., and Henry R. Laura B. married Major
John P. Robinson, who served throughout the
late Civil War, and was brevetted Colonel.
He was County Clerk until the time of his
decease, in the spring of 1873. Mrs. Robin-
son, who still resides in this town, is a cult-
ured woman, and a writer of much ability,
being a regular contributor to four papers.
The second daughter, Belle B., the wife of
M. A. Kurtz, a prominent business man of
Nampa, Idaho, removed there in 1888. Caro-
line B. is the wife of Nathan S. Beardslee,
who lives in Warsaw, is President of the
Empire Duiz Salt Company and President of
the village. William, of Warsaw, has been
in the employ of the Erie Railway Company
for some years. Millie J. is pursuing the
study of vocal music at Rochester. Heary-
R., a graduate of Rutgers College, read law
with M. E. & E. M. Bartlett, of Warsaw, and
was admitted to practice in all courts of record
in the State.

YRUS ALLEN, M.D., a native of
South Bristol, Ontario County, N.Y.,

was born on the second day of
October, 1837. He has long re-

sided in Avon, and has many friends in this
beautiful town and s vicinity; but his
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friends are by no means confined to residents
. of this section, for as head of the Avon Sani-
tarium Dr. Allen is very widely and favorably
known, he having been identified with this
popular establishment for many years.

His father, Miles Allen, was born in New
Hampshire, whence he removed to South Bris-
tol, where he resided until fifty-two years of
age, when he died of typhoid fever. He mar-
ried Mrs. Marcia (Hills) Wilder, of South
Bristol, a native of Vermont, by whom he had
five children, the subject of our sketch being
the youngest. They were named as follows:
Erastus H., Lucy F., Rosina M., Elias, and
Cyrus. Erastus married Miss Mary Ingraham
of Bristol, where he passed his entire life as a
farmer, dying suddenly of apoplexy in Febru-
ary, 1895, leaving two daughters — Mary and
Edna. Rosina makes her home at the old
homestead of Erastus, having never married.
Lucy F. married Dr. Charles T. Stroud, and
removed to Sandusky, Ohio; she died at the
age of sixty-two, leaving two sons and one
daughter. Elias married Miss Rosetta Shel-
don, and removed to Rochester, where he
died at the age of fifty-four. He had one son,
Edward L., associate editor of the Rochester
Morning Herald.

Cyrus Allen pursued his elementary studies
in the common schools of Bristol and in the
Canandaigua Academy, going from there to
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.
He entered upon his medical studies with Dr.
Durfey Chase, of Palmyra, and received the
degree of M.D. at both the Homceopathic
Medical College of New York and at the
Berkshire (old school) Medical College of
Massachusetts.

Beginning the practice of medicine at
Palmyra, Dr. Allen remained there about
three years. Then he accepted the position
of physician at the Clifton Springs Sanita-
rium, where he remained for four years, at the
end of which time he came to Avon, and
established a sanitarium of his own, the in-
auguration of this enterprise occurring about
1872. This sanitarium was known as the
Avon Cure; and it soon attracted the favor-
able attention of the public, and rapidly built
up a high reputation. The virtues of the

mineral springs at Avon were very extensively
known and universally acknowledged long
before Dr. Allen made use of them; but, until
he established a sanitarium, these springs
could not be utilized excepting during the
warmer months.

By intelligently directed and liberal ex-
penditure he so arranged it that baths were
available as easily and comfortably in winter
as in summer, and the results attained at the
sanitarium soon gave it a national reputation.
About eleven years later, in 1883, Dr. Allen

-removed to a spacious and finely equipped edi-

fice, located in the centre of the village of
Avon; and the present sanitarium is carried
on by the firm of Allen & Carson, who are
also proprietors of a prosperous banking house,
which is connected with the sanitarium.

Any eulogy of the Avon Sanitarium would
be looked upon as entirely unnecessary, for
the simple teason that it is well-known, and
is universally considered to be the model of
what such an institution should be. There is
never any lack of guests, and those who are
most familiar with the methods followed and
with the results attained at this establishment
are the most earnest in its praise.

The subject of our sketch married Miss
Harriet L. Reed, daughter of the late Alan-
son Reed, of Bristol, Ontario County, N.Y.
Three children were born of this union — Ir-
ving Cyrus, Marcia Reed, and Jessie Reed.
The son will undoubtedly be the successor to
the father as the head of the Avon Sanita-
rium. At all events he is engaged in the
study of medicine. Marcia died at the age of
eight years.

Dr. Allen and his wife are both members of
Zion Episcopal Church, the Doctor having
held the position of Warden for the past score of
years. He is connected with the Free Masons,
being a member of the lodge located at Avon.

Dr. Allen has always been a Republican;
and, before he became of age, he had sufficient
interest in politics to carry a lantern during
the Fremont campaign. His first Presidential
vote was cast in 1860; and of course it was
cast in favor of one whose name will be cher-
ished as long as this republic endures as that
of the martyred President, Abraham Lincoln.
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ELLS E. KNIBLOE, a well-to-do
and highly respected farmer of the
town of Portage, Livingston County,

N.Y., was born in Sharon, Litchfield County,
Conn., September 2, 1827. He is descended
from sturdy Scotch ancestry, whose sterling
qualities served to engender within the nature
of their posterity the fundamental principles
of thrift and industry, which insure success
in every calling. His great-grandfather,
Ebenezer Knibloe, who was a minister of the
gospel in Scotland, emigrated to America,
and settled in Dutchess County, New York.
William Knibloe, son of the Rev. Ebenezer,
was an early settler in the State of Connecti-
cut, where he owned a large farm, and spent his
entire life in the laborious but independent pur-
suits of agriculture. His wife’s maiden name
was Parnell Clark. William Knibloe, ]Jr.,
father of Wells E. Knibloe, the subject of this
sketch, was educated at the district schools of
his native State, and continued in his father’s
calling, that of a farmer. He came to Living-
ston County, New York, about the year 1857,
and was for a short time located at Mount Mor-
ris, after which he purchased a farm at Por-
tage, where he passed the remainder of his life.

Wells E. Knibloe received his education at
the district schools of Connecticut. He in-
herited from his father the farm adjoining the
one upon which he now resides, and he still
carries it on with that degree of success which
is only to be gained through the possession
of varied knowledge and experience. In 1848
he married Hila W. Hill, daughter of Eliph-
alet and Lucy Hill, of Orange County.
They have reared ten children, eight of whom
are living, their names being as follows: Ed-
ward F., Mary R., Zada F., Sarah E., Will-
iam E., Frederick C., Mabel H., and Bert W.
Charles N. and Lucy P. died, aged respec-
tively eight years and fourteen years. Mr.
and Mrs. Knibloe also have seven grandchil-
dren. Mr. Knibloe now enjoys the fruits of
his labors, and evidences of a substantial
prosperity are plainly visible in and about his
home. Although he cast his first Presidential
vote for Franklin Pierce in 1852, he has
always acted with the Republican party ever
since its formation. .

EBSTER B. VAN NUYS, an exten-
sive landholder, and one of the
most prosperous agriculturists of

Livingston County, is the owner of a finely
equipped farm in the town of West Sparta,
where he was born in February, 1846. His
grandfather, John I. Van Nuys, was of excel-
lent Holland stock and a native of New
Jersey, where he spent many years. He
subsequently became a pioneer settler of Sen-
eca County in this State, and there made his
home till death.

His son, Peter Van Nuys, father of Web-
ster, was likewise a native of New Jersey,
where when a young man he learned the
blacksmith’s trade. In 1822 he settled in
Livingston County, establishing a black-
smith’s shop in the town of West Sparta, and
here carried on a brisk business for four years.
He then decided to take advantage of the low
price of the unimproved land in this vicinity,
and, buying the farm now owned by the sub-
ject of this brief biography, began clearing
and cultivating it. Energetic and industri-
ous, he met with eminent success, and carried
on mixed husbandry on the homestead which
he had redeemed from the forest until 1871,
when he retired from active labor. He re-
moved then to the village of Dansville, re-
maining there until his departure to the world
beyond, being but sixty-two years of age when
he closed his eyes to earthly scenes. He was
deeply respected on account of his moral
worth and integrity, and, taking a great inter-
est in local affairs, served as Supervisor of
West Sparta three terms and as a magistrate
for many years. His estimable wife, whose
maiden name was Harriet Carr, was a native
of Ohio. She bore him seven children, as
follows: Melissa, deceased, married Augustus
Hamilton; Isaac; Amos B.; Emily, de-
ceased; Webster B.; H. K., deceased; and
one that died in infancy. Mrs. Harriet Van
Nuys survived her husband many years, and
died in Dansville, at the ripe old age of
eighty-four years. She was imbued with a
fervent spirit of piety, and with her beloved
husband was a consistent member of the Pres-
byterian church.

Webster B. Van N.uys, the fourth child as
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named above, was educated in the district
schools of the place of his nativity, and dur-
_ing his minority was well drilled in agricult-
ural labors. After his father retired from
active life, he took charge of the home farm,
where he has since resided, and has managed
itina most practical and progressive manner,
devoting his energies to its improvement.
Besides the farm of five hundred acres which
he occupies, Mr. Van Nuys is the owner of
another valuable estate of two hundred and
ten acres; and he has the personal supervision
of both places, which he devotes to general
farming purposes. The improvements which
he has made are of the most substantial char-
acter, reflecting great credit on his industry,
sound sense, and good taste. He affiliates
with the Republitan party in his political
views, and enjoys in a marked degree the con-
fidence and esteem of his neighbors and
friends. Mr. Van Nuys has never joined the
ranks of the benedicts, but is still laboring
under the delusion that a bachelor’s life is
one of happiness.

ILLIAM RUSSELL, a prominent
citizen of Gainesville, Wyoming
County, N.Y., was born in this

town, January 31, 1829, being a son of James
Russell, who was born in the State of Ver-
mont, September. 24, 1791, and grandson of
James Russell, of the same State. The grand-
father was one of the sturdy stock of farmers
who did so much to make the Green Mountain
State renowned as the home of upright, hon-
est, law-abiding citizens. In his later years
he came West to this locality, his eldest son,
James, having preceded him with wife and
three children in a covered sleigh, with a span
of horses and a yoke of cattle, making the
long journey in the winter of 1817. The
grandfather had been the father of a large
family of children, who had grown to manhood
and womanhood; but his later years were
passed with his son James, and he died in
the new home at the age of eighty-three.
James Russell, father of William, of this
sketch, had grown up on his father’s farm in
Vermont, and followed the occupation of

farmer, with the exception of one year in the
War of 1812, in which, having enlisted, he
was using his strength and energy in the ser-
vice of his country. The journey to Gaines-
ville, made two years after the close of the
war, was safely accomplished in twenty days;
and a hospitable settler, Mr. Smith, threw
open the doors of his capacious log house on
their arrival, and made the weary travellers
welcome on their first night in the strange
country. The place was destined in after
years to be known as Delhi and to be incor-
porated in a farm owned by his son, the land
lying about one and a half miles west of the
town of Gainesville. James Russell began
his career here at once by purchasing three
hundred and sixty acres of land of the Hol-
land Land Company and of a Mr. Hammond
of that place, and, putting up a log house
without chimney or many comforts, carried on
the engrossing business of general farming
till later years, when he gradually relin-
quished its active care. His death occurred
while on a visit to one of his daughters in the
town of Java, at the age of seventy-six.

The wife of James Russell was Miss Rachel
Winslow, who was born in 1789, and was a
direct descendant of the distinguished New
England family of that name, whose earliest
representatives in America came over in the
“Mayflower,” and were numbered among the
most influential men in the Plymouth Colony.

"Mrs. Russell spent her later yecars in Gaines-

ville, and went to her rest October 4, 1865,
at the age of seventy-six years. She and her
husband were members of the Methodist
church. Their children were nine in num-
ber, and six are still living — Chauncey;
John (deceased); Rachel (deceased July 4,
1818); Delilah, who married Martin Buck, of
Java; Stephen, who died; James; Clarissa,
wife of Philander Brainerd; Harriet, wife of
Alverda Cox; and William. Mr. Russell was
a man highly esteemed in the town, in which
he lived the life of a good citizen, setting an
example of worth and integrity to his neigh-
bors. He was a magistrate for many years.
William, the youngest child, grew up on
his father’s farm in Gainesville, getting his
education in the district school,,and early
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learning the use of farming implements.
After coming to years of independence he
purchased for himself a part of his father’s
farm; but later on he sold it, and bought an-
other, which was originally settled by his
father’s brother. He has since engaged in
other real estate transactions, and is now in
possession of a part of the old homestead.
He built a new farm-house, which he occupied
for a time with his family; but in 1889 he
erected a more commodious and modern dwell-
ing in the village of Gainesville, one and one-
half miles from the farm, which has in
connection with it a little enclosure of about
eight acres. On the opposite side of the
roadway he has also purchased a house and
barn; and the two homesteads, with their sur-
roundings of green fields and fruit and shade
trees, make an attractive picture of substantial
comfort and enviable prosperity.

William Russell was married September
30, 1856, to Miss Betsey S. Knapp, of
Gainesville. Her father, William S. Knapp,
of Vermont, with his parents moved to War-
saw, where in later years he carried on the
business of dressing cloth. His father, Dan-
iel Knapp, one of the veterans of the War of
1812, died in Gainesville. Mrs. Russell’s
father, William S. Knapp, sold out his busit
ness at Warsaw, and bought the woollen fac-
tory at Gainesville, which he finally sold, and
settled on a farm. His health failing, he

then bought a house and lot in the village,-

where he lived with his second wife, formerly
Mary A. Brainerd, until his death, which oc-
curred.in the year 1889, at the age of eighty-
two. Mrs. Knapp, the mother of Mrs.
Russell, was before her marriage Miss Amy
Pike. She was a daughter of James Pike, and
she became the mother of six children. One
daughter, Huldah J., married John Leffing-
well, of Gainesville; Betsey married William
Russell; Sarah is the wife of Myron Evans;
and Amelia was united in marriage to George
Reynolds, a son of Judge Reynolds. Mrs.
Knapp’s life was not a very long one, as
she finished her course at the age of forty-
seven.

Mr. and Mrs. Russell have been the parents
of seven children, five of whom grew to matu-

rity, and four are still alive. William J. was
called away at the age of four years. Latimer
J. also died at the age of ten months. Will-
iam D., the unext son, formerly taught school,
but at present attends to two farms of his own
besides his father’s. He married Miss Jennie *
Reaves; and they have three children — Ethel
G., Fannie E., and Bessie. Clara Dell was
married to Alvin P. Wolcott, October 24,
1887, and died at the age of twenty-six years,
Carrie Bell, who seems to have had linked
with her own attractive personality the graces
and beauty of her lost twin sister, devotes her
time with unselfish affection to the care and
comfort of her bereaved parents. Seymour
James, the next child, married Miss Fannie .
H. McCarthy, and has one.child — Lillian.
A. Leona, who was formerly and for many
years a school teacher, married Burt C. Bel-
den, at the present time a farmer in Gaines-
ville.

Mr. Russell is a Republican in his political
principles. He has filled the office of town
Magistrate, but on account of poor health re-
signed, and has been Highway Commissioner
many years. In the Methodist church, of
which his family are also members, he has
held the office of superintendent for twenty
years, being class leader for thirty years, and
taking a very active part at all times in the
affairs of the society, being also the first
superintendent of the Sunday-school who has
continued to conduct its sessions in the win-
ter time. Mrs. Russell was also a Sunday-
school ‘teacher, and_ is a personal force in the
working organ‘lzatlons of the parish, where
her aid and encouragement are a constant ben-
efit. Mr. and Mrs. Russell may well claim
their early: ancestry, feeling themselves by
their Christian' influence as doing honor to
those God-fearing men who sought in life's
great issues of sorrow and joy the blessing of
heaven.

UGUSTUS MARKHAM, a well-known

Excise Commissioner of Lima, Liv-

ingston County, was born in Avon

in the same county, July 6, 1821,

the year that Missouri was admitted into the
¥
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Union. His grandfather, Joseph Markham,
was a Revolutionary soldier and a life-long
resident  of New Hampshire. His father,
Joseph Markbam second, was twenty years old
when he came with Colonel William Mark-
ham on foot to Avon. They took up land;
and Mr. Markham built first a log house, but
later frame buildings. The land was all un-
cleared, and the travellers were obliged to fol-
low Indian trails to their destination. His
wife was Hepsibeth Peabody; and they reared
eleven children — Diana, Milantha, Willard,
Spencer, Mindwell, Joseph, Betsy, Lorinda,
Guy, Augustus, and Mehitable. The father
and mother of this flourishing family lived to
be ninety-four and seventy-two years old re-
spectively.

The subject of this sketch received his edu-
cation in the district school at Avon, and
worked at the old homestead until the fall of
1858, when he came to Lima, and bought a
farm of a hundred and twenty acres. Such
has been the owner’s prosperity that this farm
now covers four hundred acres, the family
residence being a substantial cobblestone
house. Mr. Markham married Olive Louise
Parmalee, daughter of Baldwin and Catherine
Parmalee, of Avon; and she has been the
happy mother of nine fine children — Jennie;
Frances; Milantha; Charles, deceased, aged
twenty-two; Clara H., who died in infancy;
Minnie; Lottie; Joseph; and Guy. Jennie
Markham married John Dennis, telegraph edi-
tor of the Democrat and Chronicle of Roches-
ter, and resides in that city. Frances married
Leonard Farnsworth, and died, leaving two
children. Milantha married Edwin Watkins,
of Lima village. Minnie married Schuyler
Gillett, of Lima. Lottie married James
Quinn, of Rochester. Guy married Nellie
Fleming; and he and his brother Joseph, who
is unmarried, live on the farm. Mr. Mark-
ham has been elected Excise Commissioner
for three terms, and also served as Supervisor
in 1891. He is a member of the Lima Ma-
sonic Lodge, and belongs to the Methodist
church at Honeoye Falls. A Democrat in
olitics, he cast his first Presidential vote in
1844 for James K. Polk, of Tennessee.

On_ another page may be seen a portrait

of this gentleman, whose administration of
his department of the civil service may be
considered an indorsement of the declaration
of John C. Calhoun: “The very essence of a
free government consists in considering offices
as public trusts, bestowed for the good of the
country and not for the benefit of an individ-
ual or a party.”

OAH COOLEY, a pioneer settler of
the town of Leicester, Livingston
County, N.Y., was born in the
town of Hawley, Franklin County,
Mass., March 24, 1781, and died at his home
in Leicester on July 21, 1850. His father,
Noah Cooley, Sr., was born in Palmer,
Hampden County, Mass., on August 2I,
1741. He married Esther Hyde, who was
born in the neighboring town of Monson on
May 31, 1748. Mr. Cooley bought a farm in
Hawley, and after marriage came there on
horseback, his wife riding on a pillion behind
him, a part of the intermediate country being
as yet untraversed by wagon roads. Mr. Coo-
ley died on March 19, 1818, his wife Esther
on August 7, 1838. They had four children
— Noah, named for his father; Esther;
Asher; and Calvin.

The second Noah Cooley was brought up
under the shadow of the Berkshire Hills, in
the strenuous moral atmosphere of the old Bay
State, where he grew to a stalwart manhood,
and in due time became a husband and father.
In 1816 he, in company with his wife and six
children, came to New York State, the family
making the journey through the woods in a
wagon drawn by a single horse; and, bringing
their household goods in an ox wagon, they
settled on a tract of thickly wooded land in
Leicester, where Mr. Cooley built a log house
for shelter, all the lumber of which, compris-
ing “shakes” for the roof and plank for the
floor and door, was split or hewn by himself.
There were no railroads for many years; and,
as there was no easy means of intercourse be-
tween the various cities, the people depended
largely for meat on the game which then
abounded in the forest, and dressed in the
homespun flax and woollen made bysthe house-
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wife. Noah Cooley cleared a large farm, on
which he raised wheat and flax, and kept
sheep. He was prosperous as a farmer, and
after a few years had erected good frame
buildings and made for his family a pleasant
home. He was a hard-working, self-respect-
ing, and honest man, and was always held
in the highest esteem by his fellow-citizens.
He married Sabra Wells, also a native of
Hawley, Mass., the date of whose birth was
April 5, 1784, and who lived to be nearly
eighty-three years old, dying on March 7,
1867.

Noah and Sabra (Wells) Cooley reared nine
children; namely, Asher, Lovisa, Electa,
Esther, David, Elisha, Sabra, Emma, and
Noah. Miss Sabra Cooley was born in the
new log house home the year after the arrival
of her parents in Leicester, on March 14,
1817. In her childhood she attended the dis-
trict school, and later completed her education
at Wyoming Academy, after which she en-
tered upon the work of school teaching. A
woman of character and influence, she is
to-day one of the oldest native residents of
the town, and well remembers the scenes and
incidents of pioneer life. She and her
brother Noah occupy the old homestead.
Noah, the third of the name, married Lucy
Abbey, who was born in Leicester, the daugh-
ter of Dexter and Hannah Abbey. Mrs. Lucy
Cooley died September 23, 1881, leaving
three children — Perley E., Lillian, and
Sabert.

ELEG W. HEWITT, an active and
extensive farmer of the thriving
town of Portage, Livingston County,
N.Y., who has held several public

offices, was born in Ontario County, February
23, 1822, son of James B. Hewitt. His pa-
ternal grandfather was Sterry Hewitt, born at
Stonington, Conn., who was captain of a com-
pany in the Revolutionary War, and served
until hostilities terminated. He was a farmer
and ship carpenter, and after his marriage
removed to Rensselaer County, New York,
where he died. His wife, Hannah Barnaby,
also died in the above place.

Their son, James B. Hewitt, was educated
at the district schools of his native county,
Rensselaer, and was both a farmer and a
mechanic. He moved to Ontario County in
1819, transporting his effects by wagons, and
was eighteen days upon the road. He ac-
quired a tract of land containing one hundred
and fifteen acres and furnished with a log
house, in which he lived for eleven years.
He then moved to Springwater, Livingston
County, where he resided seven years, after
which he came to Portage, and settled near
Oakland upon a farm of fifty acres. Untiring
in his improvements and in migrations, having
erected a house and barn, he sold this prop-
erty, and, removing to Comnesus, lived there
four years. Selling, he finally went to Ohio,
where he died. During the War of 1812, he
was called out, but saw no active service.
James B. Hewitt married Alice Waite, daugh-
ter of Peleg and Mary Waite, and reared five
children — Almanza, Peleg W., Mary, Emily,
and Alice. By a second marriage with Polly
Gray, he reared two children — Sanford and
Elizabeth.

Peleg W. Hewitt, named for his maternal
grandfather, received his education at Spring-
water, and at the age of twenty-four purchased
his present farm of one hundred and fifteen
acres. It was then largely covered with
heavy pine timber; and, during the fifty years
which have intervened since taking posses-
sion, Mr. Hewitt has thoroughly cleared his
farm, and constructed more than four miles of
stump fence, doing the entire work himself
without assistance. In 1864 he erected a
commodious frame house; and he also has
spacious, well-built, and finely equipped
barns, which afford every convenience for the
proper carrying on of all branches of agricult-
ure. Mr. Hewitt and his son now own and
operate jointly two hundred and twenty-seven
acres of fertile land.

In 1845 Mr. Hewitt married Nancy Thomp-
son, daughter of Wilson Thompson, of Por-
tage; and they have five children, namely:
Wilson, now living in Nebraska; Cornelia;
Alice; Edwin; and Mary. Alice resides at
home, and attends to the household affairs.
Edwin, who occupigs a farm adjoining his
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father’s, married Julia Townsend; and they
have two children — Roy and Florence. Cor-
nelia married Sanford Watson, and resides in
Michigan, having one child — Nellie. Mary
married Charles Snyder, and lives in Alle-
gany County. In 1882 Mr. Hewitt had the
sad misfortune of losing his estimable partner
of so many years, the mother of these children
being then taken away by the hand of death.

-The subject of this brief sketch has long
enjoyed the confidence and respect of his
fellow-townsmen, and has served faithfully
and with marked ability as Highway Com-
missioner, Overseer of the Poor, and Excise
Commissioner. He is a member and senior
Deacon of the Portage Baptist church. He is
recognized by all who know him as an up-
right, conscientious, and fair-dealing man,
and has lived a pure, simple, Christian life.
He has always been a Democrat in politics,
and cast his first Presidential vote in 1844 for
James K. Polk.

OHN CREVELING, of the town of
Mount Morris, is an excellent repre-
sentative of the self-made men of the
county, and occupies a conspicuous

position among its enterprising and progres-
sive agriculturists. He was born in Warren
County, New Jersey, September 15, 1825;
and his father, John Creveling, Sr., was a na-
tive of the same State, of which the paternal
grandparents, who were of German ancestry,
were life-long residents.

John Creveling, Sr., was reared and mar-
ried in New Jersey, and resided there until
1833, when with his wife and seven children
he came to Livingston County, New York.
That was prior to the construction of railroads;
and the removal was made with teams, they
bringing with them their entire worldly pos-
sessions. His means were very limited; and
he did not buy lamd, but found employment at
various kinds of work, chiefly wood-cutting
and tilling the soil. Having accumulated
some money, he finally purchased a farm near
the centre of the town of Mount Morris, and
made his home thereon until his death, at .the
age of threescore and ten years. His wife,

Christie Ann Olp, was a native of Warren
County, New Jersey, and a daughter of John
and Mary Olp. She died at the early age of
thirty-eight years, leaving: seven children, all
of whom grew to maturity.

John Creveling, son of John and Christie
A. (Olp) Creveling, was but nine years old
when he was bereft of his mother. The father
kept the family together for two years; and it
then became scattered, little John going to
live with Barney G. Hagerman, who gave him
his board and clothing for his work on the
farm, allowing him to attend school during
the winter season. He stayed with Mr.
Hagerman until his nineteenth year, when he
started in life for himself, even with the
world. He worked about for different people
by the day or month during the first year, and
then entered the employment of Gulielmus
Wing, being hired for eight months at twelve
dollars a month, and re-engaged for the re-
mainder of the year at the same wages. At
the end of the twelve months, having lost no
time, and having drawn none of his salary,

- the diligent laborer received one hundred and

forty-four dollars in cash. Mr. Wing then
advanced his wages to fifteen dollars per
month; and at the expiration of six months he
was the possessor of two hundred and thirty-
four dollars. With this sum in his pocket,
Mr. Creveling started for Wisconsin, journey-
ing by private conveyance to Attica, thence
by rail to Buffalo, across Lake Erie to De-
troit, and by rail to Kalamazoo, at that time
the western terminus of the iron pathway.
From there he proceeded by stage to St.
Joseph, Mich., then by water to Chicago,
which he found but a small city. His jour-
ney from there was by Lake Michigan to
Southport, Wis., and thence to Fox Lake on
foot. Wisconsin was then but sparsely set-
tled; and Mr. Creveling, not being pleasantly
impressed with the country, decided not to
invest in land, but returned to Livingston
County, and the following year worked Mr.
Hagerman’s farm on shares. He then re-
turned to Mr. Wing, who hired him for one
summer; and the subsequent two years Mr.
Creveling worked for an older brother. He
then bought a team, and supplyimg himself
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with farming implements worked a farm on
shares for a year. His next position was that
of lock-tender on the Genesee Canal at a sal-
ary of fifty dollars per month, at which he
was engaged through the season. Mr. Creve-
ling then made his first purchase of land,
which consisted of fifty acres in the town of
Mount Morris, where he resided ten years.
Selling that, he bought a farm of one hundred
and forty-three acres at Union Corners, and
later bought sixty more acres. After carry-
ing on general farming there for twenty-eight
years, he removed to the place he now owns
and occupies. Here Mr. Creveling has a
pleasant home, with a good set of buildings,
which are situated on an elevation, and com-
mand an extended view of the surrounding
country. He is the possessor of nearly four
hundred acres of excellent land, the greater
part of which is under high cultivation.

In 1850 Mr. Creveling was united in mar-
riage with Elizabeth Rittenhouse, who was a
native of Cayuga County. She passed to the
higher life June 11, 1887, leaving four chil-
dren — Edward R., Wilson M., John E., and
Mary A. Edward R. Creveling married Cora
Bergen, and lives in Mount Morris. Wilson
married Cora E. Perrine, and is in business
in Tuscarora. John E. married Hattie Hoag-
land; and they reside in Tuscarora, where he
is in mercantile business. May A. married
Elmer Williams, a farmer in Mount Morris.
Mrs. Creveling was a woman of great per-
sonal worth, a sincere and devout member of
the Baptist church. In politics Mr. Creve-
ling has always affiliated with the Democratic
party, and is an earnest supporter of its
principles.

USTIN B. DUNN, a well-known farmer

and ex-School Commissioner of the

town of Ossian, Livingston County,

was born at Byersville, a village in

West Sparta, February 4, 1839. His father,
Daniel P Dunn, came to that town during
the thirties, and taught school, but in 1841
moved to Ossian. Here he purchased a house
and lot, and continued teaching for several
years, serving also as Justice of the Peace.

He died at Welland, Canada, at the home of
a daughter, aged eighty-one. His wife was
Elvira De Lano, also a school teacher, who
was born in West Sparta, of French descent.
Her father, Joseph, was a farmer of that town,
and lived on what was known as De Lano’s
Hill. After residing many years in West
Sparta, he removed to Ohio, and died there,
aged sixty-six. Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P.
Dunn reared two children — Jennie L., who
married Lyman Southworth, of Canada, his
home being fourteen miles from Buffalo,
N.Y., and Austin B., the subject of this
sketch. Mrs. Dunn died at Ossian at the
age of fifty-six.

Austin B. Dunn spent his earlier years
attending the district schools of Ossian and
assisting his father on the farm. Arriving at
his majority, he was elected Town Clerk,
which office he held for three years, and was
then chosen Constable and Collector; and,
after holding these offices for three years, he
was made Justice of the Peace, and continued
to discharge the duties of that office from
1870 to 1887. In the years 1885 and 1886
he was Supervisor, and was a Justice of Ses-
sions for his county during 1886 and 1887.
On January 1, 1888, he assumed the duties of
School Commissioner, and continued as such
until 1891, when he was re-elected, and
served till January 1, 1894.

Mr. Dunn was mostly engaged in teaching
school winters from the time he was twenty
years of age until he was elected School Com-
missioner. He is a stanch Republican, and
has always been an active leader in political
affairs. In 1863 he married Mary J. Chitten-
den, daughter of Harvey Chittenden, of
Nunda, a pioneer and prominent citizen of
that town. Mrs. Dunn is a member of the
Methodist church. Mr. Dunn can be men-
tioned as a very worthy citizen, an intelligent
public servant, and a gentleman of the highest
respectability.

FRANK WING, who resides about

four miles from the village of Bliss,

‘ in the town of Eagle, was born upon

the farm he now owng and conducts, May 26,
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1847. His father, Stephen L. Wing, was a
native of New Hampshire, in which State his
grandfather, Jonathan Wing, who was born
upon the island of Martha’s Vineyard, settled
for a time. The latter in his younger days
was a mariner; but, later deciding to forsake
sea life and engage in agricultural pursuits,
he located at first as above, and in 1820 came
to Wyoming County, New York, where he
settled in the town of Eagle, upon the farm
which is now the property of his grandson,
George F Wing.

At the time of Jonathan Wing’s arrival in
the locality, the country was in its virgin
state, there being simply a bridle path leading
from Pike to Eagle. Nevertheless he ac-
cepted cheerfully the many vicissitudes of a
pioneer’s life, and with the energy which is
characteristic of a sturdy New Englander pro-
ceeded to clear and improve his land; and in
due time he not only brought it to a fine state
of cultivation, but also erected substantial
frame buildings. He attained a prominent
position among the early settlers, filling the
office of Supervisor with marked ability, also
being a Justice of the Peace for many years,
and was known throughout the section as
Squire Wing. The office of supervisor made
it necessary for him to travel considerably on
horseback, in fair weather and in foul, often
through lonely bridle paths. Being a man of
physical as well as mental strength, he with-
stood the unavoidable exposures of a pioneer’s
life without incurring any serious injury to
his health, and died upon the farm which he
had so laboriously reclaimed from the wilder-
ness, at the advanced age of eighty-two, being
tenderly cared for during his declining years
by his son, Stephen L. Wing.

This son at his father’s death became pos-
sessor of the farm which he, too, had assisted
in improving and of which for some time he
had full charge. Stephen had received a good
practical education in the district schools;
and, like his venerable parent, he entertained
a lively interest in public affairs, attaining to
considerable political prominence, and serving
faithfully as Poor Master and Assessor. At
the breaking out of the Rebellion he raised a
company of volunteers, which became attached

to the One Hundred and Fourth New York
Regiment under Colonel Rohrbach; and he
served as its Captain through many severe
battles, being disabled at Atlanta, and super-
seded in the command by his son, Nelson J.
Wing. This company, which was composed
of rarely intelligent men, some eight or ten of
whom received commissions, was selected by
its organizer with great care from the most
influential and highly cultured families in
this locality; and it served with such distinc-
tion as to receive the hearty commendations
of the regimental and corps commanders. Cap-
tain Wing, on being disabled, returned to his
farm, where he died at the age of sixty-one
years, after having faithfully completed his
life’s work both as a civilian and a soldier.

Stephen L. Wing married Mary Hayes, a
daughter of Daniston Hayes, of Pennsylvania.
Her father was a master mechanic, who
worked much of the time as a wheelwright.
A chair made by him over seventy years ago
is now in the possession of Mr. Wing. Mr.
Hayes settled at Geneseo when that town was
in its infancy, and there spent his last years,
dying at the age of eighty-seven. His wife,
whose maiden name was Margaret Daley, was
a native of the Emerald Isle. They reared
six children, of whom Mary, widow of Stephen
L. Wing, is the only survivor. She was born
in February, 1807, at Geneseo, in the same
house where her parents died, situated about
two miles east of the village. She and her
husband came to the present home of Mr.
G. F. Wing in 1829, immediately after their
marriage, and here reared three of their seven
children — Mary Jane, now Mrs. Ressell;
Nelson J.; and George Frank Wing, the sub-
ject of this brief sketch. Mrs. Mary Hayes
Wing resides with the latter, and now at the
age of eighty-eight years is remarkably bright
and intelligent, possessing perfect control of
her faculties, being in all respects a most
phenomenally preserved old lady. She is a
member of the Presbyterian church, as was
her late husband for many years, the latter
being an Elder.

G. F. Wing was educated in the schools of
his native town, and also attended a neighbor-
ing seminary; after completing the course, he
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entered diligently into the labors of an
agriculturist, remaining with and assisting
his father until that gentleman’s decease,
when the property reverted to him. His farm
consists of two hundred acres; and he devotes
principally to the dairying interest, handling
the products of sixteen graded Holstein cows.
In 1866 he erected a large barn with all mod-
ern improvements, which greatly enhances
his facilities for successful farming.

In 1870 he married Miss Emma Vesey, of
Centreville, Allegany County, where her
father, Louis Vesey, was a farmer, having
been a pioneer in that town. Of the four
children born to them, three are still living,
their beloved daughter, Mary E. Wing, hav-
ing been called from earth at the age of
twenty-two years, August 5, 1894. She was
educated at Pike Seminary, and aside from a
rare proficiency in her studies was otherwise
highly accomplished, and possessed an exceed-
ingly amiable disposition, thoroughly void of
self-interest, which won for her the esteem
and devotion of many friends. The other
children of Mr. and Mrs. Wing are Nelson
E., Roy F., and Warner H., who were all
carefully educated in their youth at the semi-
nary, and now assist their father in conduct-
ing the farm. Mr. and Mrs. Wing are mem-
bers of the Presbyterian church, and with
their sons also attend the Sunday-school.

Their residence is pleasantly situated on
Wing Street, named in honor of the family,
which has been very prominent in this section
for many years, its present head being a man
of rare intellectual strength, thoroughly cog-
nizant of the fact that knowledge is a neces-
sary factor for the proper and successful
completion of life’s work. With this in view
Mr. Wing has been an untiring reader, laying
up stores of information, and acquiring prac-
tical wisdom, which has enabled him to be-
come of valuable service to his community.

Following in the footsteps of his predeces-
sors, he takes much interest in town affairs, be-
ing a Republican in politics. He was elected
Supervisor in 1889 and in 1890, and has also
been Justice of the Peace for sixteen years.
He is a member of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen, and enjoys much social distinction.

OHN D. GRIMES was for many years
actively identified with the agricultural
interests of the town of Nunda, Liv-
ingston County, having lived here from

the time of his birth, October 24, 1829, until
his death, on the 27th of October, 1893. He
was a man of good mental endowments, pos-
sessing those sterling traits of character that
won for him the respect and esteem of all
with whom he associated in either business
or social relations. Both his father, Richard
P- Grimes, and his grandfather, Philip
Grimes, were among the original. settlers of
the town of Nunda, which was thereafter their
permanent abiding-place.

Richard P. Grimes was born in Greene
County, New York, and there resided until
after attaining his majority. He became
familiar with farming pursuits during his ear-
lier years, and, when ready to settle in life,
emigrated to this county, which was then very
thinly populated, and, taking up one hundred
acres of wild land on East Hill in Nunda,
built the first frame barn erected in that local-
ity, and was numbered among the very first
settlers of the place. With energy and wise
forethought he began clearing his land, and
during the years that followed improved a fine
farm from the wilderness. He married Betsey
Donaldson, a native of Greene County, by
whom he had one child, John D., subject of
the present sketch. Mr. Richard P. Grimes
and his wife were both people of strong relig-
ious convictions and charter members of the
Presbyterian church at Nunda.

John D. Grimes attended the district
schools; but, being an ambitious youth, fond
of his books and anxious for more extended
learning, he pursued his studies by himself,
fitting himself for college. He was subse-
quently employed as a teacher in the Nunda
Academy, resigning his position at length on
account of deafness. Mr. Grimes then re-
sumed the agricultural work to which he was
reared, and was extensively engaged in farm-
ing until the time of his decease. In politics
he was an earnest supporter of the principles
of the Republican party, and at different times
served his fellow-townsmen in various official
capacities, having bgen Commissioner of
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Highways, Assessor, and census-taker. He
was always numbered with the active and pro-
gressive men of the county, and was an intel-
ligent participant in all enterprises calculated
to advance the interests of his town or county.

Of the union of Mr.. Grimes with Miss
Sarah Hovey, daughter of Alfred Hovey, six
children were born, as follows: Frank H.;
Grace M., who died in her fourth year; Scott
F.; John D., Jr., who married Miss Margue-
rite Walker, daughter of Henry Walker (de-
ceased), of Nunda; Mills S.; and Blauche.
Frank, the eldest child, married Jennie Van
Buskirk, the daughter of John Van Buskirk,
of Nunda; and they have three children —
Grace, Grant, and Glenn. Since the death
of Mr. Grimes, his widow and daughter have
resided in the village of Nunda; and the sons,
with the exception of Mills, who is studying
at Oberlin, Ohio, are separately carrying on
the work of the farm. In politics the sons,
having been rocked in a stanch old Republi-
can cradle, still cling to the principles of the
party in which they were born and bred.
Mills, the youngest, is an active worker in
the Presbyterian church, of which he is a
member.

OHN OLP, well-known throughout
Mount Morris and vicinity as a thrifty
and prosperous farmer, and a citizen of
good repute, was born in Mansfield,

Warren County, N.J., August 2, 1823. His
father, Daniel Olp, was a native of the same
town, born when it was included within the
limits of Hunterdon County. The father of
Daniel, John Olp by name, was born in New
Jersey, of Holland parentage, and was bred to
agricultural pursuits. He was a farmer in
comfortable circumstances, and during the
later years of his life removed to Livingston
County, New York, and invested a part of his
wealth in timbered land. He continued here
a resident until his death.

Daniel Olp came with his family to this
county in 1831, performing the tedious jour-
ney with teams, and settled on land which his
father had previously purchased in the town of
Mount Morris. The log cabin into which

he moved was a primitive structure, made of
hewed lumber, and covered with “shakes”
riven from the forest trees. Through the
chinks in the roof, the twinkling stars could
be seen on pleasant evenings; but, in the
dreary winter weather that followed, the cold
snow often sifted through the same apertures,
covering the bed with a fleecy mantle. By
dint of energy, perseverance, and economy, he
changed his land from its original state of
pristine wildness to a condition of excellent
culture, and made that his abiding-place until
his departure from ecarthly scenes, May 4,
1864, aged seventy years. During his resi-
dence here he had watched the transformation
of the country from a dense wilderness to a
wealthy and well-developed town, filled with
an enterprising and intelligent people. His
wife, whose maiden name was Elizabeth Bow-
man, was born in New Jersey, being a daugh-
ter of Neighbor Bowman. While her husband
was clearing and improving his land, she at-
tended faithfully to the duties of the house-
hold, which included carding, spinning,
weaving, and the making of the homespun
garments in which the family were clothed.
The boots and shoes were made by the travel-
ling cobbler in his annual visit. This good
woman outlived her husband, and died in the
village of Mount Morris, May 26, 1880, aged
eighty years. She reared three daughters and
one son, the following being their record:
Sophia, now deceased, married William Bay-
lor; Jane, the wife of Benjamin Creveling, re-
sides in Michigan; Elizabeth married Thomas
Alvord, of Mount Morris.

John, the only son, was in his eighth year
when he came with his parents to this local-
ity; and the incidents connected with the re-
moval, as well as the stirring scenes of the
early pioneer life, are vividly impressed on
his mind. He remembers when his father
used to team wheat to Rochester and when his
mother spent her leisure time in spinning and
weaving. He early began to take lessons in
practical agriculture, and, when he arrived at
maturity, began life on his own account by
working his father’s land on shares. He soon
after bought eighty-three acres of land in the
southern part of Mount Morrisp but having
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carried it on for four years sold it, and bought
one hundred and seventeen acres in the town
of Nunda. In 1857 Mr. Olp disposed of that
property, and removed to Kent County, Mich-
igan, where he bought land in the town of
Paris, and also a small tract in Ensley town-
ship, Newaygo County. After a residence of
one year in Paris, Mr. Olp sold his farm, and
returned to Livingston County. Buying a
farm near the old homestead of his parents,
he set out an orchard, erected a good set of
buildings, and otherwise improved the prop-
erty, living there until 1866, when he sold at
an advance, and purchased the Murray Hill
estate, where he has since resided. This is a
well-improved farm, adjoining the village of
Mount Morris, and under his judicious man-
agement ranks as one of the most valuable and
attractive in this locality. Mr. Olp is also
the possessor of fifty acres of valley land,
which yields him a good income.

Mr. Olp has been twice married. His first
wife, to whom he was united November 26,
1845, was Eliza Rockafellow, a native of New
Jersey, and the daughter of Henry Rockafel-
low. She departed this life August 28, 1859,
leaving two sons and two daughters; namely,
Deborah S., Lambert L., Charles P., and Eva
Jane. Deborah S. married William L. Jos-
lyn; and both are now deceased, her death
having occurred May 6, 1873, at the age of
twenty-seven years. I.ambert L. died June
12, 1890, aged forty-two years, leaving a
widow, Sarah A. Beggs Olp, and one son,
James Lambert. He had been previously
married, his first wife being Mary A. Mc-
Neilly. Eva Jane was the wife of Isaac Mc-
Neilly, both now deceased. She died July
10, 1888, aged thirty-six years, leaving no
children.  Charles Pearl married Theresa
Upham; and they have three children — Ed-
ward C., Frederick G., and Bessie. In 1865
Mr. Olp married Elizabeth McKelvey, who
was born in Ireland, of Scotch ancestors,
being a daughter of John McKelvey. She
passed to the higher life June 7, 1894, leav-
ing one child— Albert C. Olp. Another
son, Frank J., a promising youth of seventeen
years, had preceded her, having been drowned
~July 11, 1889. Mrs, Olp was a true Chris-

tian, a sincere member of the Presbyterian
church. In politics Mr. Olp is a decided
Democrat. He is a man of sound, practical
judgment, and his opinions are respected by
the community of which he has been a valued
resident for upward of a quarter of a century.

HERBERT FOSTER, the owner of
the largest dairy farm in the vicinity

of Warsaw, his native town, was

born May 7, 1846, on the farm
upon which he is now living. His paternal
grandfather, Luther, was born in South
Hampton, Long Island, on the 1oth of Sep-
tember, 1770, and married Miss Ruth Hedges,
who was born in East Hampton, Long Island,
March 29, 1767.

Luther Foster, Sr., was a tanner and cur-
rier in youth. He came to Wyoming County
in June, 1823, and located upon the farm
which is now owned by his grandson, C. Her-
bert. The journey was made by teams, as all
journeys were made in that generation before
the era of the *iron horse”; and Mr. Foster
wisely selected a place which had already
been partially cleared, and upon which a log
house and some other buildings had been
built. This tract included one hundred and
sixty acres, which by further investment was
increased to an area of two hundred and ten
acres. He was as successful as he was indus-
trious and a worthy example to the descend-
ants who came after him. He was a faithful
Democrat and a conscientious member of the
Presbyterian church at Warsaw. He died at
his home on the 16th of November, 1846.
His wife survived him fourteen years, dying
on the 7th of March, 1860. Of the thirteen
children born to them, and one of whom was
named for his father, ten grew up, and two
are still living — Solon Foster, a resident of
Salt Lake City, Utah, and Mrs. Ruth Cleve-
land, of Warsaw.

Luther Foster, jr., was born in Danby,
Tompkins County, February 1, 1808. He
was a lad of fifteen when his father came to
Warsaw; and, having attended the schools of
his native county, he began at once to learn
by practical experience the labors of farm life,
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and was esteemed one of the most progressive
farmers in Warsaw. Buying out the interests
of the other heirs, he became the sole owner
of the homestead, which by his judicious man-
agement became one of the finest estates in
the locality, where he was content to spend
the entire period of his useful life. He held
among other offices that of Road Commis-
sioner, was appointed Loan Commissioner
under Governor Seymour, and was Captain of
the State militia. His allegiance to the
Democracy never wavered through all vicissi-
tudes of that party; and both he and his wife
were in religious faith and communion Pres-
byterians, of which church he was a Ruling
Elder for many years. He died in the month
of February, 1874. Mrs. Calista Foster sur-
vived him until February 7, 1895.

Mr. Foster was twice married. His first
wife, Miss Lemira Lyon, who was born Feb-
ruary 6, 1811, and died March 22, 1835, was
the mother of two children — Casson A., who
died at the age of forty-seven, and Mrs. Roxie
A. Van Slyke, a resident of Kalamazoo,
Mich. His second wife, Calista Smith, a
native of Marcellus, Onondaga County, born
on December 16, 1816, became the mother of
nine children: Lemira, who died at seventeen
years of age; Samuel Foster, now in Pigeon,
Mich.; Josiah Hedges, who died aged twenty-
five; Sidney, in Pigeon, Mich.; C. Herbert,
of this memoir; Eliza Jane, living at home;
Mary Dayton, at home also; Mrs. Fanny P.
Everingham, a resident of Warsaw; Hettie
S., at home.

C. Herbert Foster, fifth child of Luther
and Calista (Smith) Foster, was sent in his
boyhood to the Warsaw Union School and
Academy, where he was a diligent and intel-
ligent student, and prepared himself thor-
oughly for the duties of a teacher, which
vocation he followed for nearly twenty years,
endearing himself to patrons and pupils in the
locality where for so long a period he was a
factor in the instruction and training of
youth. He was for six years School Commis-
sioner, a position for which he was especially
fitted by his practical knowledge of educa-
tional matters. The later years of his life
have been devoted to dairy farming, and he

has been successful in this enterprise. He
owns twenty-five head of cows, which furnish
milk and butter of wide reputation; and he
has also a large flock of sheep. His farm
covers two hundred and ninety.acres of land,
and is one of the largest and most fertile in
this part of the town. Its principal crop is
hay, which is usually abundant and of fine
quality. In 1874 Mr. C. Herbert Foster was
married to Miss Ella Case, a daughter of
Joseph F. and Emily A. (Tuttle) Case, the
father and mother being natives of Wyoming
County. Mr. Case, who was a farmer by oc-
cupation and a Democrat in political connec-
tions, died at fifty-five years of age, in 1874.
His widow, who still survives him, lives in
Johnsonsburg. Of their four children —Ella
(now Mrs. Foster), Mrs. Jennie C. Sharp, of
Johnsonsburg, William E. Case, of Warsaw,
and Dora —the first three are living. Dora,
the youngest, died at seventeen years of age.
Mr. and Mrs. Foster have no children. They
are both in the communion of the Presbyte-
rian church, of which he is the Ruling Elder
in Warsaw.

feed, and general produce, is inti-

mately associated with the mercantile

interests of Dansville, N.Y., being
ranked among the foremost business men of
the place. A native of Livingston County,
he was born in the town where he now lives,
May 26, 1850, and is of German origin, his
father, Joseph Yochum, Sr., having been born
and reared in Bavaria, Germany. His pater-
nal grandfather, Conrad Yochum, lived and
died in Bavaria, where he followed the voca-
tion of miller for a great many years.

The father learned the baker’s trade when
a young man; and, having worked at it in his
native country for a while, in 1847 he sailed
for America. From New York City he came
to Livingston County, and after his location
in Dansville learned the cooper’s trade. He
shortly established a large business in that
line, manufacturing firkins, butter tubs, and
pork barrels, for which he found a ready sale
in this and the surroundingetowns. Mr.

gOSEPH YOCHUM, a dealer in Afour,
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Yochum was enterprising as well as industri-
ous, and in the years that followed made a
good living for his family, rearing his chil-
dren to habits of thrift, and giving them good
educational advantages. He lived to the age
of fifty years, and his widow is still an es-
teemed resident of Dansville. Her maiden
name was Elizabeth Miller. She was born in
Prussia, being a daughter of Joseph Miller,
who was a weaver in his native country, and
was also a soldier for several years in the
Prussian army, serving at one time in
the Napoleonic wars. He emigrated to the
United States with his family, and settling in
Steuben County, New York, became a pioneer
settler of Perkinsville, where he cleared and
improved quite a tract of land, remaining
there until his death, in 1889, at the vener-
able age of ninety-four years. Eight children
were born into the household of  Joseph
Yochum, Sr., and his wife Elizabeth, namely:
Joseph, Jr.; Jacob, deceased; Conrad, de-
ceased; John M., who is in business in Dans-
ville; George, deceased; Kate, deceased;
Elizabeth, deceased; and Barbara, deceased.

Joseph Yochum, son of the elder Joseph,
was reared in Dansville, and educated in the
German parochial school. After completing
his studies, he learned the cooper’s trade of
his father, with whom he was associated in
business for a while. He subsequently worked
as a carriage-maker with Hass, Stout &
Brown, of Dansville, remaining with them six
years, and then following the business on his
own account for a year. Mr. Yochum finally
abandoned both of his trades in favor of a
mercantile career, which he initiated by open-
ing a small store for general merchandise.
To the sale of goods he afterward added the
business of “liming” and shipping eggs;
and, finding this a profitable enterprise, he
subsequently increased it by carrying on a
general commission business in all kinds of
farm produce, and handling large quantities
of garden and grass seeds. His business has
been steadily growing; and his large store is
now stocked with a complete line of choice
groceries, which, with his other commaodities,
he sells at a small profit to numerous cus-
tomers. This extensive trade Mr. Yochum

has built up without assistance, exercising
sound judgment and excellent business tact in
all of his transactions, and winning the re-
spect and friendship of the community by his
courtesy and fair dealings. He is the owner
of a substantial residence property in the
village.

Mr. Yochum was united in wedlock in 1878
to Hannah Klein, a daughter of Louis Klein.
Her father was a native of Germany, where he
received a good education, and was for some
years engaged as a travelling salesman. He
came to this country with his wife, and set-
tling in Dansville here conducted a restaurant
business, remaining a resident of the town
until his death in 1881, aged sixty-five years.
He and his wife reared three children, Mrs.
Yochum being the eldest. One child died
young; and one daughter, Charlotta, married
George F Cordes, of New York City. Mrs.
Klein, the mother, died at the home of her
daughter, Mrs. Cordes, in New York City on
February 16, 1895. Mr. and Mrs. Yochum
have two children — Lizzie Emelia and Louis
George, both of whom are attending the
union school. Mr. Yochum supports the
Democratic ticket, and is a valued member of
that party, capable of filling the various local
offices, and is now serving his third year as
Gollector. He has also been village Trustee
several terms, has been an inspector of elec-
tions, and in 1892 was elected Justice of the
Peace for a term of four years. He is con-
tributing his full share toward the enter-
prises having for their object the general
welfare of the community.

EORGE W. ATWELL, a prominent
musician and farmer in Lima, Liv-
ingston County, N.Y., was born in

this town, January 28, 1822, during the
famous Monroe Presidential administration.
His grandfather, Oliver Atwell, was born in
Massachusetts on the first day of March, 1753,
while the French and Indian War was disturb-
ing the New England colonies, and a full cen-
tury, it might be added, after the illustrious
Cromwell, whom his name recalls, assumed
the title of Lord Protegtor of England.
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Whether descended from one of the Iron-
sides who fought at Marston Moor or not, and
history is silent on this point, Oliver Atwell
evidently grew to manhood in the old Bay
State, and, there in due time taking to himself
a wife, made his home in the Connecticut val-
ley. His son, George W. Atwell, Sr., was
born in Hadley, Mass., on November 26,
1789, the year in which George Washington
was inaugurated as President. The son, too,
like his father, was reared to maturity on
New England soil, but, unlike him, on settling
in life sought a new home in the West, com-
ing, not very long after the close of the War
of 1812, to Livingston County, taking up his
abode in Lima.

The senior George W. Atwell here became
one of the principal merchants, and continued
in business several years. In 1827, however,
he gave up mercantile pursuits, bought a farm
of two hundred and sixty-seven acres, and
built thereon a fine house, in which he spent
the rest of his peaceful days.

On July 22, 1818, he married Martha How-
ard, who was born December 15, 1788, and
who became the mother of two children —
Silas C. (deceased) and George W., Jr.
Their father died May 13, 1852, at the age of
sixty-three. The mother died November 28,
1863. George W. Atwell, the subject of
this present biographical sketch, son of the
first-named George, was educated at Lima
Seminary and Canandaigua Academy. He
had unusual talent for music, which he assid-
uously cultivated; and for many years he was
a conspicuous member of the Atwell Lima
Brass Band, one of the finest musical organi-
zations in Western New York. His fame as
a bugle player was recognized throughout the
State. He still occupies the dwelling built at
Lima by his father. On December 30, 1847,
Mr. Atwell married Mary Ann Gillin, daugh-
ter of James Gillin, of New Jersey. She bore
him two sons, George W. and Silas J. At-
well, and died in 1876. George W. Atwell,
the third of this name, is a lawyer of Lima
village. He married Jane Martin, daughter
of Amasa Martin; but they have no heirs.
The other son, Silas J. Atwell, is still unmar-
ried, and lives at home. Mr. Atwell married

for his second wife on January 17, 1878, Mary
H. Doolittle. He is a respected member of
the Baptist church in Lima. His wife, how-
ever, is a Presbyterian. Mr. Atwell has
served the town of Lima as Assessor twelve
years, and in politics has been a Republican
since the formation of the party; but his first
Presidential vote was cast for Henry Clay, the
Whig candidate in 1844.

The reader’s attention will be attracted by
the accompanying portrait of Mr. Atwell,
which his friends would have no difficulty in
identifying, even without his name.

Of the art of which he is so fond it has
been well said: “Music touches every key of
memory and stirs all the hidden springs of
sorrow and of joy. We love it for what it
makes us forget and for what it makes us re-
member.”

ILLIAM W. MOODY, a prosperous
dealer in lumber and coal in the
village of Warsaw, N.Y., was born

in Le Roy, Genesee County, in 1850. His
father, William Moody, was born in Ireland
about the year 1812, and came to America
with a wife and two children in 1849. He
was a carpenter by trade; and, coming to a
strange country without capital or friends, he
must have found life something of a struggle.
They spent the remainder of their lives in
Le Roy, whither they had come soon after land-
ing in New York, and reared a family of six
children — Henry; Richard; William W., of
whom this sketch is written; George; Mary;
and Martha, All of this family are still liv-
ing with the exception of Richard, who was a
soldier in the One Hundredth New York Reg-
iment during the Civil War, and was capt-
ured, and died in prison. Mrs. Moody died
in 1889 in Le Roy, aged seventy years. Both
she and her husband were in the communion
of the Episcopal church.

William W. Moody was a student in the
district school during his boyhood, and at
seventeen years of age secured a position as
salesman and book-keeper in the store of
N. M. Rogers, with whom he remained until
1870, when he was sent here to gconduct the
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branch business of his employer, which had
been established in Warsaw. In 1872 Mr.
Moody and William Sheldon succeeded to the
business, which they jointly conducted until
1876, when Mr. Moody assumed the entire con-
trol. He enlarged it by the addition of a
trade in coal, and afterward, when the salt
business became remunerative, added a lumber
traffic. ’

The last two branches of business monopo-
lize most of his time at present, and he is
usually engaged at his coal sheds at the rail-
road or in the office in the village.

On the 14th of June, 1877, he was married
to Elizabeth M. Garretsee, a daughter of
Henry and Elizabeth (Arr) Garretsee, and a
native of Warsaw. They have two children
— Jennie, a little maiden of thirteen years,
and William Garretsee, both notably bright
children. One infant daughter, Bessie, whose
death has given them a stronger claim upon
heaven than was ever felt before, lies buried
in the village churchyard.

Mr. and Mrs. Moody are united by the
bands of a common religious faith, both being
members of the Congregational church. Mr.
Moody, who has served as Town Clerk and
village Clerk, and is now village Trustee,
has certainly been successful in his business
affairs. Few men are competent to establish
themselves financially without the aid of a
small capital as a basis of action; but this is
what his energy and perseverance have accom-
plished, and commendation is his just due.

ILLIAM CANNING, farmer and
mason, one of the loyal and enter-
prising residents of the town of

Gainesville, Wyoming County, N.Y., was
born on the historic soil of Scotland, October
31, 1832. He was the son of William Can-
ning, Sr., also a Scotchman, and grandson of
James Canning, whose life was also passed
among Scottish lakes and hills, and who,
being an industrious machinist, was able to
maintain his large family of children till they
came to maturity. His son William, the
third child in the order of age, was brought
up to the trade of millwright, and was a well-

known master mechanic, an excellent work-
man. He died at the advanced age of
eighty-four. His wife, Agnes, mother of
William of this narrative, was born and
brought up in Scotland. She was a daughter
of William Halliday; and she became the
mother of nine children, four of whom are
still living — John; Elizabeth, married to
Mr. McNeil, a ship’s carpenter; William;
and James. Both parents were devoted Pres-
byterians. Mrs. Canning died in Scotland at
the age of seventy. :
William Canning, the chief character of
this sketch, was twenty-four years old when
he left his family and the acquaintances of his
early years, and with his young wife set sail
for America. The journey by water being
safely passed, he went out to the western part
of New York State, and there he settled in
the little town of Great Valley, in Cattaraugus
County; and for a time, till he could make
acquaintance with the new environment, he
gave his attention to farm work. Later on he
went to Olean, a town in the same county,
and began work at the trade of mason, which
he had learned in Scotland; and there he re-
mained until the time of the Civil War, when
he enlisted as private in Company G, One
Hundred and Fifty-fourth New York Volun-
teers. He served three years, and during his
period of service he was promoted to be Sec-
ond Sergeant. He was under the leadership
at different times of nearly all the prominent
generals — McClellan, Burnside, Hooker,
Meade, and, after the battle of Gettysburg,
General Sherman. He passed through all the
important battles and skirmishes; and at Pine
Knob, Mo., he took the part of First Lieuten-
ant, and led two companies into the field.
Although exposed to great dangers, he was
never seriously injured. He received his dis-
charge at the close of the war, being recog-
nized officially as Second Sergeant, but now
holds the commission of Second Lieutenant.
The country having been restored to peace,
Mr. Canning sought his old home at Olean,
where he remained for a time, and then lived
four years in Allegany County. He moved
next on to a farm known as the Smith farm,
located in Gainesville jon the line between
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this town and Pike. In 1886, as a change
seemed desirable, he moved into the village,
where he had built a small house. To this
dwelling he has made various additions from
time to time, till now he has a fine large
house in a pleasant locality, convenient for
the prosecution of the mason’s work which he
has again resumed. i

On the 24th of July, 1855, William Can-
ning was united in marriage to Miss Jane
Blackstock. Her father was James Blackstock,
of Scotland, who was at one time a store-
keeper, and later turned his attention to farm-
ing. Both he and his wife were members of
the Presbyterian church, and spent their lives
in their native country, her father living to
the age of seventy-two years and her mother to
be seventy-six years of age. Mr. Canning’s
wife was their youngest child. Two others of
their five children remain, and are residing in
Scotland at the present time; namely, Will-
iam Blackstock and Mary, wife of John Beatty.
Mr. and Mrs. Canning have had five children
to give them joy in their household. A brief
mention of them is as follows: Mary E. is
married to Venner W. Dowell, a farmer in
the town of Hume, whose two children are
named Edith and Miles W.; William E., a
farmer, is established in Colorado, and is
married to Nora Lucas, daughter of a well-
known farmer of Silver Springs, and they are
the parents of three children — Lucas,
Claude, and Gladys; Maggie has been an
invalid for fourteen years; Agnes B. is the

wife of Charles Higgings, a farmer of Denver,’

Col. (they have lost their only child, Neta);
and Edith G. Canning has filled the important
post of teacher for several terms.

Mr. Canning is a member of the Gainesville
Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, in
which he has held the office of Commander
two years, besides other minor offices con-
nected with the organization. He is con-
nected with Castile Post, No. 488, and is
likewise a member of the Ancient Order
of United Workmen, where he has been
Master Workman, and has taken from the
start a very prominent position. In politics
Mr. Canning is a Republican, and has made
clear, by loyalty to his adopted country in the

past, that he is not afraid to show his colors
when called on to maintain the principles of
his party. Mr. Canning and his wife attend
the Congregational church in Gainesville.

prising farmer in Ossian, Livingston

County, N.Y., was born on a farm ad-

joining the one where he now resides on
January 6, 1861, a few weeks before the out-
break of the Civil War. His grandfather,
Joel I. Knapp, and his father, Harvey W.
Knapp, were born in New England, but came
to Ossian among. the first settlers in 1814,
while the last war with England was in prog-
ress. At-that time Ossian was only a forest.
They purchased a tract of land, and built a
log house, which is still standing, though
later its owner erected larger frame buildings.
He had a family of nine or ten children, and
continued to live in Ossian until his death.

Harvey W. Knapp was reared a farmer, and
followed agricultural pursuits until he was
twenty-one, when he began working by the
month for his wife’s father, Mr. Burrell.
After a time he bought a farm, clearing a
large part of it, and was also in the lumber
trade. He died March 8, 189§, nearly two
years after he had passed his eightieth birth-
day, March 13, 1893. His wife, mother of
our subject, was Elizabeth Burrell, one of the
eight children of Isaac Burrell, an early set-
tler, a farmer and lumberman, who also ran a
saw-mill. Mr. and Mrs. Harvey W. Knapp
reared three children — Mary Elizabeth Knapp,
Margaret J. Knapp, and Isaac B. Knapp, the
subject of the present sketch. Their mother
is living, having passed the sixty-ninth anni-
versary of her birth, August 13, 1894. Both
of her parents attended the Presbyterian
church.

Isaac B. Knapp spent his early years in at-
tending the district school; and, remaining
on the old homestead as he approached man-
hood, he worked with his father in carrying
on both that and an adjoining farm. He was
married February 1, 1881, to Inez M. Hess,
daughter of Alfred Hess, a worthy represent-
ative of an old family. Inez was born in

E[SAAC BURRELL KNAPP, an enter-
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Wayland, and was one of five children; but
her parents were born in Steuben County.
Her grandfather was a merchant and promi-
nent man in Perkinsville and later a resident
of Dansville, where he died. Isaac B. and
Inez Knapp have also a family of five — Har-
vey, Eva, Nora, Margaret, and Dwight.

Mr. Knapp has served four years as Justice
of the Peace. He has also held the office of
inspector of elections, and in the spring of
1894 was elected on the Republican ticket as
Supervisor for two years. Like his father, he
is a stanch supporter of the Republican party.
He is characterized as an active, enterprising
business man, as well as a man of marked
social adaptation. The family attend the
Presbyterian church.

ENJAMIN F. FARGO, a retired
business man of Warsaw, N.Y., now

engaged as a collector, was born one

mile and a half north of the village,
on June 10, 1817. His paternal grandfather,
Nehemiah Fargo, was born in Connecticut,
January 10, 1764, and came to Wyoming
County in 1804, having lived in Sandisfield
and Great Barrington, Mass., and at Green
River and in Genesee, N.Y  His wife, Mary
Chapman, was the mother of five sons and
three daughters, of whom a little boy of four
was drowned and a little girl died at three
years of age. The others all grew to matur-
ity, and became heads of families, Silas, the
eldest, living to be ninety-four. Mrs. Fargo,
who was born on Christmas Day, 1764, died
December 12, 1839. Mr. Fargo died on Oc-
tober 13, 1828.

His son David, the father of Benjamin F.,
was a native of Montville, Conn., in which
town he was born October 31, 1786. He was
married twice. His first wife, Miss Bethia
Day, to whom he was married on September
9, 1810, lived only four years thereafter.
She was a daughter of Elkanah Day, who
came to Warsaw from Attleboro, Vt., in
1806, and bore her husband two children, a
son who died at three years of age and a
daughter, Polly, who became the wife of Mr.
Chauncey Kimball, and died at Baraboo,

Wis., in 1890. The second wife, Mrs. David
Fargo, was Phceebe Mason. Mr. Fargo was a
farmer at what was then known as the Four
Corners, in the town of Warsaw. Here most
of his life was spent, and here were born his
ten children, of whom six sons and two
daughters reached maturity. They were:
David Mason Fargo, who died in Kansas in
1890, leaving a family; Benjamin F., whose
pame heads this memoir; Darius C., a resi-
dent of Santa Cruz, Cal., who is noted for his
natural mechanical talent; Myron L., a
farmer of Attica; Francis F., who died in
Buffalo in 1890, aged sixty-eight; Adeline,
the widow of Alonzo Choate, of Connecticut;
Harrison, who served three years in the late
Civil War, and died in Olean, N.Y., at fifty-
six years of age; and Harriet, the widow of
Charles L. Seaver, residing in Connecticut.
Harrison Fargo had two children by his sec-
ond wife, Miss Laura Whalan. One daugh-
ter, Florence, is a book-keeper in Glover's
dry-goods store; the other, Florine, in Wells-
ville, N.Y., has remarkable musical talent.
Mrs. Phaebe Fargo died January 21, 1850,
aged fifty-eight. Her husband survived her
five years, dying May 16, 1855, at sixty-nine
years of age. Mr. Fargo was noted for his
strong religious faith, his pious and conscien-
tious life, and his remarkable knowledge of
the Scriptures. He was many years an offi-
cial in the Baptist church of his town. He
was not lacking in practical capacity, and left
an estate of fifteen thousand dollars to be
divided among his heirs.

Benjamin F Fargo left the district school
at eighteen, and studied for two terms at the
Wyoming Academy, after which he learned
the trade of wool-carding and cloth-dressing
under his brother-in-law, Mr. Chauncey Kim-
ball. In 1839 he went to Springville, Erie
County, where he was employed in the cloth
factory owned by E. W. Cook, in which firm
he became a partner two years later. He
came to Warsaw from Springville in 1849,
and engaged in mercantile business with his
brother, Francis F. Fargo, under the firm
name of F. F. Fargo & Co., which in 1851
was changed to B. F. Fargo & Co., Francis
F. Fargo leaving the business, and his father, .
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David, and his uncle, Allen Fargo, entering
the firm. When the father died, in 1855,
Benjamin F. Fargo became sole owner of the
business, and added thereto trade in country
produce, which he bought in the neighborhood
and shipped to New York City. In 1870 he
built the brick block at No. 21 Main Street,
which has been occupied by the printing-
offices of the Democratic Organ of Warsaw.
After using part of this building for a year,
Mr. Fargo leased it for a term of five years to
James E. Bishop at five hundred dollars per
year, retaining the upper floor for offices. In
1876 he again used this building as a grocery
store, which he conducted for ten years,
finally giving it up to the management of his
son, Charles H., who had been his salesman
and book-keeper. Mr. Fargo now devotes him-
self to collecting, and besides holding the office
of School Collector is very successful in urging
claims for the merchants of the vicinity.

He was married in Springville, September
11, 1841, to Miss Maria L. Bloomfield, the
only daughter of her parents, Jervis and
Salena (Hatch) Bloomfield. Her father was
a magistrate of Springville, and belongs to an
old and long-established family there. One
of her brothers, Hiram, a farmer, died at
sixty-eight years of age. The other two are
David C., of Westfield, and Homer, who lives
in California. Mr. Fargo has lost one daugh-
ter, May S., who died at fifteen years of age,
in May, 1877. His other children are:
Charles H., who is married, and has a little
daughter of six years, called Mabel, and lives
in Warsaw, and Helen M. Fargo, also a resi-
dent of Warsaw. Mrs. Maria L. Fargo died
in 1875, at the age of fifty years; and Mr.
Fargo was again married on November 11,
1879, to Mrs. Calista Blowers, daughter of
John and Betsy (Webster) Truesdell. Mrs.
Fargo has lost two children of her former mar-
riage —a son, Galusha W. Blowers, a volun-
teer in the Commissary Department of the
Nineteenth New York Cavalry, under Captain
Stimson, who served but a few months, and
came home to die of consumption, August 2,
1862, at the early age of twenty-two years;
and Pauline Blowers, who died November 27,
1865, aged twenty-four.

Mr. and Mrs. Fargo were formerly members
of the Baptist church, but have since joined
the Congregationalist, in which church the
former is now a Deacon. Mr. Fargo is a
stanch Republican, and has filled many offices
in Warsaw, among which inspector of elec-
tions, town Collector, and Constable may be
noted. For twelve years he was Secretary
and Treasurer of the Water and Gas Works,
in which he owned stock. Mr. Benjamin F.
Fargo has been one of the successful citizens
of a town remarkable for having been the
birthplace of some of New York’s best types
of Northern character.

R. GEORGE W. SMITH, some of
whose wonderful cures as a magnetic
O healer have been published in the
columns of the Boston Congregation-
alist and authenticated by Dr. Foster of that
city, was born on May 16, 1815. Dr. Smith’s
father, Colonel George W. Smith, was born
in Dorset, Vt., March 3, 1779, while his
parents were en route from Scituate, R.I., to
Clarendon, Rutland County, Vt. Joseph
Smith, the progenitor of this family, came
from Northumberland, England, to North
Carolina. His descendants moved to Rhode
Island; and of these John Smith, of Scituate,
was the great-grandfather of George W
Smith, whosc ancestral lineage and personal
history is recorded in the present sketch.

John Smith married a Miss Hopkins, a near
relative of Stephen Hopkins, signer of the
Declaration of Independence, and connected
with some of the most prominent families of
Rhode Island.

Their six sons — Richard, Joseph, Jona-
than, Oziel, Thomas, and Hope Smith —all
served in the Revolutionary army, either as
commissioned officers or common soldiers.
The fourth son, Oziel, was the grandfather of
the original of this memoir. He married
Margaret Walton, who died at the age of
thirty-six years in Clarendon, Vt., on June
10, 1793. Some of Margaret's relatives held
office under the royal government at the time
of the breaking out of the Revolution, and
adhered to its cause. Most of tllem were,
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however, who sided with the
colonies.

Colonel George W. Smith’s early opportu-
nities for education were limited, owing to
the scant resources of a sparsely settled coun-
try. While working at the carpenter’s and
joiner's trade, he used to study in the even-
ing by the light of a fire, which he replen-
ished with one hand from a pile of shavings
while he held the book in the other. In this
way he fitted himself to teach in the common
schools. He afterward studied surveying,
which in connection with farming he made
the principal business of his life in later
years. In the winter of 1798 he came from
Vermont to Lima, then Charlestown, N.Y.,
in the employment of John Roberts, driving
a team of two yoke of oxen and a horse laden
with agricultural implements. The journey
was completed in twenty-two days, and he
arrived at his destination in February. He
remained in Lima until spring, then moved to
Livonia, and from thence to Pittstown, where
he worked with John Wolcott at the carpen-
ter’s trade. In 1813 he worked on the court-
house at Batavia, and in the autumn erected a
saw-mill for the Holland Land Company at
Qak Orchards Falls, now Medina, N.Y.

He married Miss Sally Woodruff in Janu-
ary, 1807. She was a daughter of Nathan
Woodruff, who came from Litchfield, Conn.;
and it is handed down in the family history
that she made the journey on horseback,
carrying a weaver's reed in her lap to use in
the new country. Mrs. Smith was a woman
of beauty of mind as well as of person. She
was of an unusually strong and robust consti-
tution until she was bitten by a rattlesnake,
when she was a girl of nineteen. The poison
rankled in her system ever after, filling her
remaining years with suffering, which only
ended with her death. She died on the Colo-
nel Smith homestead in Livonia, February
17, 1835, aged fifty-one years.

After holding the office of Ensign and Cap-
tain of a regiment commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel William Wadsworth, George W.
Smith, the elder, was commissioned First
Major of the regiment under Lieutenant Colo-
nel Joseph W. Lawrence in 1811. In 1816

Quakers,

he was promoted and commissioned Lieutén-
ant Colonel of the Ninety-fourth Regiment of
Infantry by Governor Tompkins, and in 1817
was commissioned a Colonel of the same regi-
ment by Governor Clinton. At the attack of
Queenstown he unfurled the American colors,
which he held while the forces passed safely
over under the constant fire of the British ar-
tillery. Colonel Smith held the office of
Justice of the Peace for eight years, was the
first representative of Livonia, which name he
selected for that town, and sat in the legislat-
ure of 1822, where he wore a suit of clothes
made from wool grown from his own sheeps’
backs and spun by his wife. In 1800 he cast
his first vote for Thomas Jefferson, and voted
at every succeeding Presidential election until
that of 1873, about five weeks before his
death. He died in Rochester, whither he had
moved from Livonia, on December 9, 1873,
aged ninety-four years nine months and six
days. His seven sons were: Lewis Edwin,
born November 25, 1812; George Wolcott,
born May 16, 1815; Daniels Oziel, born Feb-
ruary 20, 1819, and four others who died
young.

Lewis E. attended the Cambridge Univer-
sity Law School under Judge Story and Simon
Greenleaf, and practised his profession in
Livonia, where he held some offices, includ-
ing that of Supervisor, representative of the
County of Livingston in the legislature in
1868 and 1869, and moved with his family to
Rochester in 1871, where he now lives.

Daniels Oziel became totally blind at thir-
teen years of age, and was sent to the School
for the Blind in New York, where he devoted
his time to the study of music. He died in
1854, at thirty-five years of age.

George Wolcott Smith, after studying in
the district schools of Livonia and the Canan-
daigua and Geneseo Academies, was graduated
from Hamilton College. He then took a
course of medicine in a medical college in
New York City, in which place he began to
practise his profession. His singular power
as a magnetic healer has caused much interest
among all classes, rendering his name famous
far and near. People afflicted by blindness,
deafness, and lamene.ss flocked to him for
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treatment; and some of his cures indeed seem
miraculous. Surely of all gifts the gift of
alleviating the sufferings of humanity must
bring more real happiness to its possessor
than any other. For fourteen years he con-
tinued the exercise of his magnetic gift, and
his patients were among the most prominent
in the metropolis. In 1882 he came to Li-
vonia, where he has remained.

Dr. George W. Smith married Miss Buck,
a daughter of Seymour Buck. Mrs. Smith’s
father was a grand-nephew of Roger Sherman
of historic fame. They have no children.
Dr. Smith was one of the founders of the Re-
publican party in 1854, and he has always
been faithful to its tenets.

OHN D. WHEELER, a well-known
assessor in the town of Leicester, Liv-
ingston County, N.Y., was born in
Shaftsbury, Vt., March 19, 1827,

when John Quincy Adams was President.
Shadrach Wheeler, his father, was a farmer,
and continued to live in Vermont until 1833,
the year of Clay’s Compromise Act, when,
with wife and seven children, he came to Liv-
ingston County, making the entire journey
with teams. He bought a hundred and twenty
acres of land in the town of Leicester, a hun-
dred acres of it being already cleared, and
containing a set of log buildings, such as were
in vogue at that time. Mr. Wheeler devoted
his time to farming interests, and died at the
age of seventy-six. His wife, a native of
Bennington, Vt., was a daughter of Samuel
Millington, a pioneer of that place. She
reared a family of eight children, and died at
the advanced age of eighty-two. Mr. Mil-
lington was born in Rhode Island. He mar-
ried Sarah Reynolds, who became the mother
of twelve children. The paternal grandpar-
ents of our subject were fine-grained New
"England people, who always resided there.
The grandfather was a soldier of the Revo-
lution.

To return now to John D. Wheeler, who
was but six years of age when he came to
Leicester with his parents, but remembers
many incidents of the journey and of his early

life. He was reared to agricultural pursuits,
and was engaged in farming in this town until
the Civil War was in progress, when in 1861
he started for California via Panama. He
followed mining for two years, and then re-
turned to the same farm which he still owns
and occupies. It is a fine, well-improved
farm of two hundred acres, located near the
village of Moscow.

Mr. Wheeler was married at the age of
thirty in 1857 to Martha, daughter of James
Budrow. She was a native of Leicester; but
her father was born in Schenectady, N.Y.,
the home of her paternal grandparents. His
father was of French descent on the paternal
side, the original spelling of the name being
Budreau, while his mother was a German.
James Budrow was a fine wood carver, but did
not follow this pursuit. He came to Leices-
ter a young man, married here, bought a tract
of land, and erected the log house in which
Mrs. Wheeler was born. He and his wife,
Louisa Dryer, reared thirteen children. He
devoted his time to clearing land and tilling
the soil, continuing to reside on the same
farm until his death, at sixty-one years of
age, his widow surviving him to the age of
eighty-three.

Mrs. Wheeler's mother was born in the
town of Randolph, Vt., being a daughter of
Jesse Dryer, a native of the same place.
His carliest known ancestor was William
Dryer, who went from Germany to England.
John Dryer, son of William, at the age of
twenty was pressed on board a British war-
ship, and brought to America. He deserted
on arriving here, and settled in Boston,
Mass., where he continued to follow his trade
as a weaver. He became prosperous, and
lived to the age of one hundred years, decath
resulting then from an injury received by
being thrown from a horse. His son, also
named John, married Mary Reed; and they
were the parents of Jesse Dryer, who removed
from Vermont to New York State in 1814,
accompanied by his wife and eight children,
making the journey with teams. He settled
in Victor, Ontario County, where he remained
two years, when he removed to Leicester.
Thence he went to Genesee Count, and from
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there to Springfield, Ill., where he died at the
age of ninety-six years. His wife, whose
name was Pamelia Neff, was a descendant of
the Connecticut family of Wolcotts. She
spent the last of her life in Leicester. Mr.
Wheeler is a Republican. He has three chil-
dren — Grace, Martha, and John. Grace mar-
ried John Millan, and has three children —
Stanley, Bessie, and Eleanor. Martha mar-
ried Otto Redans.

“Indolence is stagnation. Employment is
life.” So wrote the Latin author, Seneca;
and the aphorism is well exemplified in the
busy careers set forth in this volume.

ENJAMIN COY was born in Ver-
mont on August 31, 1806. His
father, Reuben Coy, was a man of
more than usual strength of charac-

ter and determination of purpose. He was a
carpenter and joiner by trade, and came to
Livonia in 1811 on foot. On his return for
his family he stopped at Cazenovia, where he
worked at his trade for his brother-in-law,
while the latter went to Vermont and brought
the family there. They then came with him
in a lumber wagon to Livonia. Here in the
northern part of the town he lived for a time
in the house of Robert Adams, and secured
whatever work he could. In 1822 he went to
Ogden, where he bought a farm, which he
cultivated for five years. His final change of
residence was to the town of Ann Arbor,
Mich., where he together with his sons set-
tled upon a farm, and where he died.

His wife was Miss Sarah Chambers; and to
them five sons and four daughters were born
in the following order: Ladocia, Delilah,
Almira, Benjamin, Royal B., Horace, Loren,
Chandler, and Emily.

Mr. Benjamin Coy, the sole surviving mem-
ber of the family, and the original of this
biographical sketch, was educated in Livonia,
in which place he remained when his father
went West. For seven years and a half he
applied himself diligently to acquiring the
trades of tanner, currier, and shoemaker under
Mr. George Pratt, with whom he afterward
engaged in business for three years, and

whose daughter Charlotte became his wife in
1829. He sold out to his father-in-law, and
bought a farm, which he has continued to
manage ever since. Mrs. Charlotte Pratt Coy
died October 1, 1832, leaving a daughter,
Charlotte M., who still lives with her father;
and in the course of time Mr. Coy was mar-
ried again to Miss Caroline Reed, a daughter
of Wheeler and Olive (Risden) Reed. Four
sons and one daughter were born of this union
-— Samuel B., who died during the January of
1894; Edwin R.; Justus F.; Reuben W.;
and Caroline, who died when eighteen days
old.

Samuel left six children in Michigan, as
follows: Edwin L., Mary E., Louis B., Flora
D., Myron J., and Theodore S. His wife,
the mother of these children, was formerly
Miss Mary J. Gibbs, of Livonia. Edwin
married Miss Frances E. Fowler, and lives on
the homestead, of which he has entire control.
Their children are: Adella F., Caroline E.,
Benjamin L., Charlotte H., Blanche M.,
Reuben W., Emily R. Justus F. married
Miss Delia Clark, of Massachusetts, and is
now living in Independence, Ia.; he has no
child. Reuben, whose wife’s maiden name
was Helen Thayer, has four children—
Charles H., Grace, Ernest O., and Helen;
he lives in Alden, Mich.

Mr. Coy has held several offices in his town
and county, among others that of inspector of
elections and School Trustee. Both he and
his wife are members of the First Presbyte-
rian church, of which he has been a Deacon
for a period of thirty years. His first Presi-
dential vote was cast for J. Q. Adams, and he
has been a firm supporter of the principles of
Republicanism since the party known as Re-
publican first promulgated its principles.

ENRY L. SHARP, farmer, a highly
respected citizen of Mount Morris,
Livingston County, N.Y., where

he has been a resident for many

years, was born in Springport, Cayuga
County, August 6, 1825. His grandfather,
Andrew Sharp, who was a native of Holland,
came to America with @ brother, Henry, when
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a young man, and took up his abode in Kin-
derhook, Columbia County, N.Y. He mar-
ried a Miss Bojardus, and for some time they
made their home in that county; but at length
they removed to Cayuga County. After many
years of useful toil they were gathered to
their rest, Grandfather Sharp being ninety-two
years of age at the time of his death.

His son Ephraim, the father of the subject
of this sketch, was born in Kinderhook, and
there growing to manhood learned the tailor’s
trade. He resided in Springport, Cayuga
County, for a number of years, and thence in
1826 removed to Livingston County, arriving
on the Ridge about the 1st of May, the jour-
ney being made in teams. He purchased
ninety-nine acres of land, sixty of which were
cleared, the rest being covered with timber,
and here lived in a log cabin for a few years,
after which he built a frame house. In those
days no roads or railroads shortened the dis-
tances between towns; and Mount Morris was
then a small village, surrounded by woods,
where deer and other game roamed at will.
The wheat was carried to Rochester to be
ground; and all the cooking was done at the
great fireplace, a necessary feature of the old
log cabin. Ephraim Sharp served bravely in
the War of 1812. He worked at his trade
during the fall and winter, but devoted his
time to farming the rest of the year, and died
at the advanced age of ninety-three years.
His wife, Anna Johnson, of Columbia, daugh-
ter of Abram Johnson, died at the age of
seventy-eight years. They reared the follow-
ing children: Andrew J., Mary J]., Helen,
Almira, Elvira, Henry L., Ephraim, and D.
Sharp.

Henry L., one of the younger sons of
Ephraim and Anna (Johnson) Sharp, was but
an infant when his parents removed to Mount
Morris, and having continued to reside here
since that time remembers no other home.
Having no inclination for a sedentary employ-
ment, he was reared to farm life, and has
followed that healthful, useful, and honorable
occupation with untiring energy and with
gratifying success from his youth. In 1855
he married Miss Mary Emmons, who was born

in Nunda, daughter of John and Zilpha (Met- |

ler) Emmons, of New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs.
Sharp have two children — Eva A., wife of
David McHerron, and Charles N. In politics
Mr. Sharp is a supporter of the Democratic

party.

HESTER A. COLE, who died at his
home in Warsaw, N.Y., December

3, 1894, having almost reached

seventy-seven years of age, was
born in Gorham, Ontario County. His
father, Southwert Cole, one of the early set-
tlers of Ontario County, married Miss Mary
Adams, who belonged to the well-known fam-
ily of which President Adams was a member.
Of their thirteen children six sons and six
daughters grew to maturity. Three of the
former and two of the latter are still living,
though in widely separate regions of the coun-
try. Mr. Southwert Cole died in Gainesville
in 1850, at sixty-eight years of age. His
widow survived him fifteen years, living to
the age of seventy-six years.

Chester A. Cole married Miss Lucia
Amelia Fargo, a daughter of Allen and Polly
(Merchant) Fargo. She was born in Warsaw
in the old house on the corner of Main and
Livingston Streets, the oldest portion of
which was built by her father. Mr. Fargo
was a native of Connecticut, horn in 1802,
and was an infant of two years of age when
his parents came to Warsaw. His parents,
Nebemiah and Mary (Chapman) Fargo, were
among the first emigrants, taking up a tract of
land which extended for a mile along the val-
ley, and upon which a large proportion of the
present village stands. Nehemiah Fargo set
out the first orchard that was ever planted in
the wilderness of Wyoming County, and
the abundant crop of delicious plums and
apples that are to-day enjoyed by his de-
scendants “bears testimony to his thrift and
foresight. He died in 1829, at the age of
sixty-four years. His widow outlived him.
ten years, dying in 1839. They reared six
children, all of whom are now dead. Six
generations of the family lie at rest in the
village cemetery.

Lucia was the only daughter of der parents



170

BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW

who grew up. Two sisters died in early child-
hood. An older brother, Marvin, died in
1878, at fifty-two years of age; and Wheeler,
another brother, died in 1863, aged thirty.
Lucia A. Fargo completed her education
under the care of Miss Sill of the village
seminary, and under her mother’s tutelage at
home afterward became versed in those
equally essential arts of housewifery, which
are so necessary to the woman who intends to
take upon herself the responsibility some day
of a home and family. She was married at
eighteen, and her wedded life extended over a
period of forty-seven years of tender devotion
and congenial companionship. Chester A.
Cole, who won her maiden heart and hand,
was when a young man a stove merchant at
Cuylerville on the Genesee Valley Canal.
Some years after marriage they moved on to
their farm near Warsaw, where they remained
for twelve years. At a later period they occu-
pied a farm which he owned just outside the
village, living there a score of years, or until
they moved into Warsaw. In 1889 they took
possession of their commodious and attractive
new home, at No. 12 Grove Street. Here
since the death of her husband Mrs. Cole has
continued to reside with her unmarried son,
John. The other surviving children of this
family are: Mary, now Mrs. L. De Wist
Johnson, living near her mother; Charles
Sumner, who married Miss Ida Murrey, and
has one son, Frank Murrey Cole, a promising
lad of eleven; Emma J., who married Charles
Owen, and lives in the neighborhood. Be-
sides these was an infant daughter, whose
little life gladdened the home of her parents
only for the brief space of sixteen months.
Mrs. Cole is much respected for womanly
virtues, and is universally beloved for her
kind heart and gentle manner.

Mr. Cole, who was a man of careful and
methodical habit, and equable temperament,
was a firm Republican in politics. Though
usually engaged in business requiring his per-
sonal attention, he yet found some time to
serve the public in the capacity of Under
Sheriff. On a preceding page may be seen a
portrait of this industrious, loyal, and order-
loving citizen, whose departure is so recent

that his friends hardly realize as yet that he
is gone hence to return no more.

ILLIAM NORMAN VAN ORS-
DALE, a worthy citizen of Mount
Morris, was dorn in this town, and

has here lived throughout his entire life. He
is a son of Henry Van Orsdale, a native of
Cayuga County. The parents of the latter
came from Pennsylvania to York State on foot.
They had but one horse; and across its back
they put a bedtick, and put the children in
each end of the tick ‘‘to balance.”” They
settled in Cayuga County.

Henry Van Orsdale came to Mount Morris
when a young man, and was among the early
settlers of the town. Purchasing a tract of
land about four miles south of the village, he
erected a log house, and with his wife com-
menced housekeeping. There were no rail-
roads or canals in the State at that time; and
he was obliged to take his wheat by team
to Moscow Landing, where it sold for thirty
cents per bushel. For many years he used
only oxen on the farm, which year by year he
improved, erecting substantial buildings. He
was a hard worker, never spending a moment
in idleness, and, after working all day at clear-
ing the land or putting in crops, would spend
the rest of his time in his cooper-shop. He
also made all the shoes for his family. Here
he resided until his death, which occurred sud-
denly, while he was sitting in his chair at
breakfast on the morning of Good Friday,
1886. He had attained the venerable age of
eighty-three years, and was the oldest settler
in the town. When he came to Livingston
County, he possessed but three hundred dollars
in money, but at his death owned two hundred
and three acres of land in a body, his home,
and eighty acres in the State of Ohio, and did
not owe a dollar. He married Ann Selover, a
native of Cayuga County; and during their
early wedded life, in addition to her household
duties, she spun all the flax and wool for both
the clothes of the family and the bedding.
They became the parents of eight children —
Peter, Rebecca, John, Betsey A., Mary ]J.,
George, Charles, and Villiam Norman.
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William Norinan Van Orsdale received his
early education in the district school, and later
attended Alfred Centre Academy. At the age
of twenty-one he taught school for one term,
and then engaged in business in Mount Mor-
ris, continuing for six years. In 1878 he
married Miss Sarah A. Van Orsdale, of Co-
lumbia City, Ind., a daughter of Curlus Van
Orsdale; and of this union there are five chil-
dren —Emma D., Harry H., Walter N,
Mable E., and Ruth. Soon after his marriage
Mr. Van Orsdale settled on the farm that he
now occupies, about four miles from Mount
Morris; and here he is engaged in general
farming.

Mr. Van Orsdale was for many years a
Democrat, but now supports the People’'s
Party. He is universally respected in social
and political life.

OSEPH D. LEWIS, a widely known
wool dealer and auctioneer of Geneseo,
N.Y., was born at York, Livingston
County, April 13, 1833. His father,
Samuel Lewis, who was a native of Salem,
N.J., came to Livingston County about the
year 1817, and was here trained to agricult-
ural pursuits. Having been a pioneer in the
early days of the settlement of the town of
York, he lived for a time in a log house,
which was eventually replaced by one of
brick. While quite young, however, he went
to Philadelphia, where he learned the mason’s
trade, after which he settled in Geneseo, and
established himself as a contractor and
builder.

Samuel Lewis followed this occupation in
Geneseo for many years, erecting all of the
brick buildings for the Wadsworths and other
prominent founders of industrial enterprises
in the town and vicinity, becoming closely
identified with public affairs, and being active
in forwarding all important measures of inter-
est to the general community. He was a
Whig in politics, later a Republican, and
exercised considerable political influence.
He was Justice of the Peace for sixteen years.
He was a leading member of the Episcopal
church, in which he served as Vestryman,

Warden, and Treasurer. The old church may
be said to have been the work of his hands,
he having the contract for putting up the
building; and, when it outgrew its seating
capacity, and another was necessary with
which to accommodate the rapidly increasing
attendance, Samuel Lewis, though perhaps
too advanced in years to complete the struct-
ure, laid the first twelve bricks in its founda-
tion. He died in 1877, at the age of eighty-
two years.

The maiden name of Mr. Joseph D. Lewis’s
mother, wife of Samuel Lewis, was Anna
Maria Knisell. She was a native of Ger-
many, and came to America with her parents,
who settled in Philadelphia. Her father be-
came prominently engaged in the milling
business, but suffered severe losses, having
in all five mills swept away by floods. The
parents died in Philadelphia. Mrs. Lewis
herself died at York at the age of seventy
years, having reared ten out of fourteen chil-
dren. She was a member of the Episcopal
church fifty years. The following is a list of
the brothers and sisters of Joseph, all of whom
are now deceased: Martha, Rachel, Marie,
Lizzie, Sarah, Belle, Hobart, Samuel, and
George. Four died young.

Joseph D. Lewis, the subject of this sketch,
passed his boyhood in York, and was educated
at York and the high school of Geneseo. He
remained with his parents until twenty-two
years of age, when he went to Cohoes, where
he became agent and overseer of the woollen
mills in that place. He bought the raw
material, handled the products of the mills,
and had entire charge of the industry for five
years. He then settled in Geneseo, where he
has since been engaged as a wool dealer and
auctioneer. He has also been a dealer in real
estate, buying and selling as opportunity
offered. He owned the farm where the salt
shaft is now located, which is one of the larg-
est salt mines in the United States, and is
known as the Retsof mine.

In 1864 Mr. Lewis was united in marriage
to Miss Margaret Donnan, daughter of John
Donnan, she being one of five children. Her
father was a prominent man and a Republican.
Mr. Lewis is a Republican in politics, and



172

BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW

has been Trustee of the village for some years
and Assessor for three years. Both himself
and wife are members of the Presbyterian
church. Mr. Lewis has given much time to
the collection of relics of antiquity and other
curiosities, in which he is deeply interested,
and as a result has gathered a large number of
rare and valuable objects of varied character
and description. He has weapons represent-
ing the different stages of civilization,
powder-horns of quaint workmanship, dating
from the sixteenth century down to the pres-
ent, all kinds of head-dresses and ornaments,
also a large and varied numismatic collection,
embracing coins of almost every age and
country. These he has carefully arranged
and classified, the whole making a most
unique and valuable private museum, well
worth the trouble of travelling a considerable
distance to examine.

RS. JULIANN BUXTON, the

widow of Mr. Timothy H. Buxton,

late of Warsaw, N.Y., was born

in Hampton, Oneida County,

N.Y. Her father was a carriage manufacturer

by the name of Joseph Clark, who married

Sarah Smith, of Utica. Mrs. Buxton’s ma-

ternal grandfather, Captain Amos Smith,

came from Massachusetts to Utica, N.Y.,

when that locality contained only one log

house, and when the nearest grist-mill was at

Troy. Her father, Joseph Clark, built the

first brick building in Utica, which was a
paint store.

Mrs. Buxton’s mother died in 1824, at
thirty-two years of age, leaving three daugh-
ters — Cornelia, who died at eight years of
age; Juliann, of this memoir; and Betsey,
who died at sixteen, a lovable girl, full of
promise of womanly charm, and a favorite
among teachers and school-fellows. Two
years after his wife’s death Mr. Clark came
to Batavia, and opened a carriage factory.
Here he was again married, his second wife
being Polly Miller, of Trenton, Oneida
County. Four children were the issue of this
marriage, of whom the youngest, David G.,
died in infancy. The three daughters are:

Sarah C., Mrs. C. B. Willey, a widow, who
lives in Newark valley, New York; Martha,
who resides in Batavia, and is the widow
of Mr. Franklin Buxton, youngest brother of
Mr. Timothy Buxton; and Mary, widow of
David R. Williams, of Chicago.

Juliann Clark was educated at the Pratts-
burg Academy in Batavia. She was married
to Mr. Timothy H. Buxton on July 15, 1839.
Her husband was born in Orangeville, July g,
1815, and was the son of Deacon William
Buxton, a native of Belchertown, Mass., born
in 1783. He came to New York with his
wife and three children in 1811, driving all
the way to Orangeville and from that point to
Attica in his own conveyance. Mr. Timothy
H. Buxton’s mother was Lydia Smith before
marriage and the grand-daughter of Philip
Smith, a Revolutionary soldier. William
Buxton came to Warsaw in 1824, where he
engaged in the manufacturing of ploughs, in
which line of work he was already experienced
and competent. He held various town offices,
and was active in the local public affairs.
He died at the age of seventy-two, leaving
seven children, of whom the only surviving one
is Harriet, the first-born, now the widow of
David Burr. She lives in Conneautville, Pa.

Mrs. Lydia Buxton outlived her husband
nineteen years, dying in August, 1865, hav-
ing almost reached the age of eighty years.
Their son, Timothy H. Buxton, was a2 man of
strong character and iron nerve. Holding the
office of County Sheriff during the fifties,
when the Erie Railroad was being built, he
came in contact with a violent element among
the unruly workmen, with whom he had some
exciting encounters, in which he displayed in-
trepid daring and courage. He was a very
strong temperance man; and on one occasion,
when in a difficulty with some insubordinate
drunken fellows, a number of liquor. barrels
were broken open, and their contents spilled.
He was Supervisor and Assessor and for forty
years an active member of the Presbyterian
church, in which he was an Elder.

Mrs. Juliann Buxton has lost two infant
children, and has five sons and daughters, who
comfort her old age. They are: Mary Cor-
nelia, wife of Judge Byron Healy; Lucy
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Mariah, wife of Dr. James McLeod, of Scran-
ton, Pa., a Presbyterian divine; Frances, wife
of Frank Wilson, a druggist in Warsaw; Jo-
seph Clark Buxton, also of Warsaw; and
Edward Timothy Buxton, a resident of West
Superior, Wis., where he is President of the
Bank of Commerce. This son married Miss
Mary E. Chase, of Chicago, a daughter of
Samuel B. Chase. Mr. Timothy H. Buxton
died in Warsaw, November 3, 1883, aged
sixty-eight, and his memory is held in tender
grief and loving recollection by her who in
her bereavement may quote Dean Stanley’s
beautiful lines: —

«Till death us join!
A voice yet more divine,
That to the broken heart breathes hope sublime.
Thro’ lonely hours
And shattered powers,
We still are one, despite of change and time.

« Death with his healing hand
Shall once more rend the band
Which needs but that one link which none may sever,
Till thro’ the only good,
Heard, felt, and understood,
Our life in God shall make us one forever!”

OBERT J. CULLINGS, a well-known
manufacturer and farmer of the town

of York, was born in that town
November 22, 1833. His father,

James Cullings, was a native of Duanesburg,
Schenectady County. His grandfather, John
Cullings, was born in Scotland, and came to
this country in 1775, when about ten years of
age. It was a long and tedious journey of six
weeks; but the family were courageous and
inspired by the hope of a free and happy home
in the broad lands of America, and so were
willing to bear any burdens to attain that end.
They settled in a place called New Scotland,
in Albany County; and there the boy John
grew up.  As soon as he had reached manhood
he desired to start for himself in the world;
and, without waiting for some one to make
the way easy for him, he set out on his own
responsibility, and made a journey twenty
miles into the interior of Schenectady County,
and took a tract of what was termed wild land.
This was part of a section which was granted

to favorites of King James of England, and
was rented on a perpetual lease. A farm of
two hundred acres in that section is owned to
this day by heirs of the Cullings family, on
which they pay but a nominal rent of fourteen
dollars a year.

John Cullings spent the remainder of his
life in this his adopted home. . His son,
James Cullings, father of Robert J. Cullings,
in turn left his father’s home, and at the age
of twenty-five, with his young wife, he came to
Livingston County, where in 1822 he settled
in the southern part of the town of York. He
bought eighty acres of new land, and at first
erected a log house; but later, when he had
cleared the land, and secured proper surround-
ings for a better habitation, he built a commo-
dious frame house, which is still standing,
and is owned by one of his sons. James
Cullings added to his land from time to time,
and at his death owned two hundred and twelve
acres, all cleared and in fine condition. His
wife was Margret Simpson. They had six
children — Ebenezer, Sarah A., Eliza Jane,
Robert J., John, and William. All of these
children have lived to grow up, and are now
married and living with their families in and
about York.

Robert J. Cullings received his education
at the district schools when very young and
later at the Temple Hill Academy of Geneseo.
He then studied civil engineering, but after
practising for a while was obliged to give up
the profession on account of ocular weakness.
Mr. Cullings taught school for six years,
after which time he concluded to employ him-
self in the healthful occupation of farming.
He has also been engaged in mechanical work,
being the first person in the locality to manu-
facture tile. In 1883 Mr. Cullings bought
the Deacon McNabb place, where he has since
resided. Mr. Cullings was married in 1865
to Miss Jane D. Darrow, of Princetown,
Schenectady County. Their children have
been five in number — George H.; James H.;
William B., who died December 21, 1804;
Emily J.; and Elizabeth D. George H. mar-
ried Flora McCorkindale. They are both
teachers in the public schools of Wayne
County, where they reside.
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Mr. Cullings is a man who has seen some-
thing of the world, having travelled extensively
in the West and having spent two years in the
States of Kentucky and Tennessee. He is an
independent voter. The family are members
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of York.

LFRED WADSWORTH, a baker and
confectioner in Warsaw, N.Y., was
born in Yorkshire, England, in
1844. His father, John Wads-
worth, was born in 1819, and came to Amer-
ica in 1858 with a wife and seven children,
four sons and three daughters. The sons
are: Alfred, of whom this is written; John, a
contractor and builder in Brockport, N.Y.;
Robert, a physician in Rochester; Frank, who
lost his right arm during the Civil War, and
has since been in the custom-house in San
Francisco, Cal. Their sister Annie is the
wife of Albert Hatch, and is a practising phy-
sician in Sauk Centre, Minn. John Wads-
worth died in Brockport in 1892, aged
seventy-three years, having lived to see his
children holding useful and honorable posi-
tions. His grief-stricken widow survived
him only two months, dying in the seventy-
fourth year of her age.

Alfred Wadsworth attended school in Eng-
land until he was thirteen, at which time his
parents came to America. He went into a
machine-shop in Portland, and followed that
line of work until the firm was thrown out of
business shortly after the firing on Fort Sum-
ter by the confusion attendant upon the dis-
tractions of the Civil War. Going to Houl-
ton, Me., he engaged in the milling business,
which he followed for seven years. In 1868
he left Maine, and went into a bakery in
Brockport, N.Y., which he afterward gave up
to take charge of a mill at Avon Springs. In
1870 he came to Warsaw, Wyoming County,
where he bought a small bakery, and estab-
lished a flour, feed, and grocery store. He is
still engaged in this business at Nos. 1§ and
16 Main Street. In 1893 Mr. Wadsworth
again took up the milling business in addition
to his other affairs, and also aided in the form-
ing of a flour-barrel and hoop manufactory.

The 29th of September, 1868, was the date
of the happiest event of his life, his marriage
to Miss Florence Miller, of Brockport, a
daugbter of Aaron and Abigail (Miner) Mil-
ler. Her parents came from Connecticut, and
were among the early settlers of Brockport.
Her maternal grandfather, Hiram Miner,
came to New York in pioneer style, driving
an ox team through the woods. He died in
the town of Brockport, having attained the
extreme age of ninety-three years. This old
gentleman was a fine specimen of manly
strength and with a corresponding vigor of
moral and mental nature. '

Mr. and Mrs. Wadsworth have five children
living — Frank Herbert, a recent graduate
from Princeton College, and now a law stu-
dent; Arthur Holland, also a graduate of
Princeton, of the class of 1894, graduating at
twenty-two years of age, and becoming a
teacher of the classics and literature at
Rutgers Institute, New York; Emery Miner,
a clerk in his father’s establishment, and
reading medicine; Morton Miller, a lad of
eighteen, attending school, and also engaged
as a clerk for his father; and Walter Alfred,
a boy of nine years. Mr. Wadsworth is a
Royal Arch Mason, and is in political faith
an ardent Republican. The members of his
family are in the communion of the Presby-
terian church.

EORGE L. RIBAUD, an Assistant
Superintendent of the Duncan Salt
Works, and a highly respected mem-
ber of the community in Gainesville, was
born in Syracuse, N.Y., February 7, 185s.
Although a native of America he had
French ancestors, his father, Louis Ribaud,
and his grandfather, Charles, who was a
school teacher, being both natives of that
interesting country, the latter a life-long
resident. !

Louis Ribaud, who was one of seven chil-
dren, at twenty years of age found himself
treading the soil of a free land, under a free
flag, with doubtless a heart swelling at the
thought. After reaching New York, he set
out at once on anotherelong journey to reach
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California, and, when he had come to that
favored spot, went to work searching for the
yellow dust and nuggets in the sand of its
rivers; but the gold fever spent itself before
consuming his best manhood, and at the end
of two years he returned to the East, exchang-
ing his claim, his tools, and general outfit for
the implements belonging to his old trade of
cooper, in which he soon established himself
in the city of Syracuse. He worked at this
employment until 1878; and then, having
found an opening in the Morey Barnes pork-
packing establishment of Syracuse, he went
there as fireman and engineer, where he re-
mained fifteen years. At that time he became
disabled from an accident to his foot, and on
recovery was placed in charge of the spacious
cellars of the establishment, in which position
he has remained to the present time. His
wife, whose name is Catherine, was born in
France, being one of several children of Jo-
seph Bushy, a worker in the salt fields of
France, who afterward came to Syracuse in
this State, and there remained till his death,
which occurred in 1868. Mr. and Mrs. Louis
Ribaud are the parents of seven children, the
eldest, George L., of this narrative; Charles
L.; Marie I., who married R. J. Maynard, of
Syracuse; Albert J.; Frank L.; Rosella F.;
and Lucy M. All this family are members of
the French Catholic church.

George L. Ribaud, inheriting the enterpris-
ing qualities of his father, followed the trade
of cooper after getting his early education at
the graded schools in Syracuse, beginning to
work when old enough to handle the tools
with judgment. When twenty years of age,
he left the narrow sphere of the shop for a
broader view of the world than he before had
experienced, by taking the position of fireman
on the Syracuse Northern Branch of the
Rome, Watertown & Ogdensburg Railroad,
keeping on with this business for eight years,
at the end of which time he entered the Amer-
ican Dairy Salt Company’s works as engineer,
holding the position till February 1, 1886.
He then changed his occupation, going to a
new locality, where he undertook the work of
setting up the boilers and vacuum pans in
the Duncan Salt Company’s works at Gaines-

ville. (See description in sketch of Mr.
Duncan.) Later Mr. Ribaud had charge of
the machinery in other departments of their
works, setting up new machines and main-
taining a general oversight. Mr. Ribaud
was empowered by the company to purchase
the first engine they had; and now he has
charge of the whole mechanical department,
which is said to be the largest in the
world.

Mr. Ribaud was married in 1881 to Miss
Harriet Maynard, daughter of Francis May-
nard, of Fonda, Montgomery County, N.Y.,
where her father was a miller by trade.
Later he moved to Syracuse, and continued
in the same business till his death in 1883.
Her mother is still living. Mr. and Mrs.
George Ribaud are the parents of three chil-
dren — Marie Isabella; Eva Amelia; Louis
William. Mr. Ribaud stands very high
among the members of the corporation at the
Duncan Salt Works, not only for his intelli-
gence and skill in handling machinery, but
for his other estimable qualities of refinement
and cheerful courtesy; while among his fel-
low-workmen, neighbors, and acquaintances
generally he is highly appreciated for uniform
kindness and genial comradeship. In poli-
tics Mr. Ribaud is nominally a Democrat,
though never bound to the party’s candidate,
but feeling free to vote for the “best man,”
however he may be. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Ribaud are members of the Catholic Benefit
Society, and both belong to the Catholic
church in Gainesville.

ILLIAM H. DE FOREST, a well-
known resident of Leicester, Liv-
ingston County, N.Y., was born in

Leicester on May 30, 1840. His great-
grandfather, who was a native of France,
came to America, and fought in the Revolu-
tionary War, when France so warmly espoused
the cause of Colonial independence. After
the war he married Laura Sterling, and set-
tled in Windham County, Connecticut.
Their son, Ira De Forest, having grown to
manhood in Connecticut, came to Owego,
Tioga County, N.Y., at which plate he mar-
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ried, and engaged in lumbering and hotel-
keeping. He died in 1815 at Baltimore,
while there on business.

William De Forest, son of Ira, and the
youngest of three children, was born in
Owego. He was left fatherless when only
three years old, and was sent to live with his
great-uncle, Major Sterling, who resided near
Wilkesbarre, Pa. At the age of eleven years
he came to Moscow to live with his uncle,
Hezekiah Ripley, one of the earliest settlers
of Livingston County, and publisher of the
first newspaper in the county, the Livingston
Gasette. Here William De Forest grew to
manhood, learning the trades of tanner, cur-
rier, and shoemaker, which he followed until
1839, when on account of failing health
he engaged in farming, buying in 1859 the
farm on which he died at the age of seventy-
five.

He married Jane A. Reynolds, born in
Avon, Livingston County, August 26, 1818,
the daughter of Jason Reynolds, a native of
Horse Neck, Vt. Her grandfather was Shu-
bael Reynolds, a native of Massachusetts, who
fought in the Revolution, and soon after its
close removed to Vermont, and devoted him-
self to opening up that new country. Shubael
Reynolds was both a farmer and carpenter.
After a few years he left Vermont, and went
to Schenectady, N.Y., and thence came to
Livingston County, where he bought a farm,
upon which he remained for some years.
Then his roving disposition again asserted it-
self, and he went to Ohio, where he died in
Lorain County, in his eighty-ninth year. He
was a Deacon in the Baptist church for many
years. His wife was Mercy Lounsbury, of
Massachusetts. Their son, Jason Reynolds,
the father of Mrs. Jane A. De Forest, fought
in the War of 1812 under two different cap-
tains, the last being Captain Asahel Smith,
of Onondaga County. Jason Reynolds mar-
ried in Saratoga County before the war began,
but came to Avon soon after it was over, as a
pioneer farmer and a manufacturer of pearlash.
Later he removed to York, and worked a part
of his father’s farm. Thence he went to
Cattaraugus County, and purchased a tract of
land, where a log house had already sprung

out of the earth in a small clearing. He
finished the home and improved the land; but
at the end of six years he became restless,
sold out, and returned to Leicester, where he
bought a tract of timber land, whereon he
built the usual log house. Then he cleared
away the lumber, and planted an orchard.
Owing to exposure and overexertion in the
famous flood of 1835, he caught a cold, from
which he never recovered, dying at the age of
fifty-one, in 1836. His wife was Esther Mc-
Millan, of Galway, Saratoga County, daughter
of Joseph and Avis Bowen McMillan. Mr.
McMillan was from Aberdeen, Scotland; and
his wife, Avis, belonged in Providence, R.I.
Mrs. Jason Reynolds outlived her husband,
and died at the house of a daughter in Milan,
Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. William De Forest
reared five children — William H.; Ellen;
Jennie, Mrs. Albert Bendrow, who has one
daughter, Jessie B. (Mrs. E. J. Howe);
Charles; and Mary, Mrs. Charles Welton,
who has three children. The mother, Mrs.
Jane A. De Forest, is still living.

William H. De Forest was educated in the
public schools of his native town, and stayed
with his parents, William and Jane A. (Rey-
nolds) De Forest, till he was twenty-one.
Then on November 2, 1861, he enlisted in
Company G, One Hundred and Fourth Regi-
ment of New York Volunteers, and served
three years in the Army of the Potomac, fight-
ing in the second battle of Bull Run, at An-
tietam, at Gettysburg, and at Petersburg. At
Gettysburg he was captured and taken to Belle
Island, where he was kept three months, suf-
fering all sorts of privations and hardships.
He rejoined his regiment on June 6, 1864,
and was mustered out on November 2, 1864.
After a year on the home farm he went to
Saginaw, Mich., where he was in a hardware
store eight years, and then went to Cleveland,
Ohio, where he stayed two years. In 1876
he came back to Leicester, and still re-
mains here on the old farm. He belongs to
Tilton Post, No. 660, of the Grand Army.
He also belongs to the Masonic body and
the Knights Templars. In 1893 he was
chosen Supervisor, and in 1894 re-elected to
that office. -
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ENRY N. JEROME, a contented and

well-to-do agriculturalist, residing

on his eighty-two-acre farm in the

town of Livonia, is a man whose

word carries weight with his fellow-towns-

men. He was born in Richmond, Ontario

County, N.Y., November 2, 1830, son of
John and Sarah (Aiken) Jerome.

The father was born in Pompey, Cayuga
County, and went to Richmond on attaining
his majority, buying there a small farm,
which he cultivated with assiduity until 1836,
when he removed to Geueseo, and invested
there in a farm of eighty acres, upon which
he remained four years.
property, and came to Livonia, purchasing
the farm now owned by his son, Henry N.
Jerome. Here he died at the age of sixty-
five, after a life of active toil, leaving behind
him a worthy record of daily duties well per-
formed. His wife, formerly Sarah Aiken,
was a daughter of David Aiken, of Saratoga
County, and was a woman of true domestic
virtues and a worthy helpmeet to her hus-
band. Nine children grew up around their
hearth, whose names we record, as follows:
Myron D.; Hannah M.; John A.; Susan A.;
William S.; Mary ].; Henry N., the subject
of this biographical outline; and Sarah Adelia
and Clara Amelia, twins. The hand of the
silent reaper has been busy among these
brothers and sisters; for all have been gar-
nered into sheaves for the eternal harvest
except Hannah M. and Henry N., whose
name prefaces this sketch.

The latter was brought up in Geneseo, and
there acquired sufficient book knowledge to
enable him worthily to perform his duties as
a good citizen and intelligent member of the
community. After the death of his father he
took the farm, bought out the other heirs, and
paid off in course of time the debt by which
it was encumbered. He now has a good farm,
well cultivated, which he is constantly trying
to improve, its thriving condition attesting the
watchful care and perpetual- industry of its
owner. That Mr. Jerome is regarded by his
neighbors and fellow-townsmen as a capable
and trustworthy man may be learned from the
fact that he has served the town of Livonia as

He then sold the-

Assessor for the last ten years. He has al-
ways given his allegiance to the Republican
party since its organization; but, voting for the
first time for President at the age of twenty-
two, his vote helped to elect Franklin Pierce
to the place of honor at the head of the nation.
Mr. Jerome has been twice married, his
first wife being Mary E. Locke, daughter of
John Locke, of Livonia Station. She died,
leaving one son, Jobn F., and a daughter,
Lillian E., now deceased. John F. married
Alice Hayward, daughter of Hiram Hayward;
and they have one son, Byron N. Mr. Jerome
chose for his second wife Miss Annie Harder,
daughter of William and Catherine (Jones)
Harder, of Saratoga and Livingston Counties
respectively. Of this marriage were born one
son, William G., and a daughter, Nellie.
William G. Jerome married Miss Mary
Weaver, and engaged in the practice of law
in Rochester, N.Y. He was a promising
young man of twenty-seven years when he was
called from earth on January 4, 1895. Nellie
A. Jerome died at the tender age of four years
and three months. Both Mr. and Mrs. Je-
rome are members of the Presbyterian church
of Livonia, and are people who have a wide
circle of acquaintance, and whose work and
example are of valte in the community.

OHN H. WEMPLL, a farmer residing
in the town of Ieicester, in Living-
ston County, N.Y., was born in Johns-
town, Fulton County, March 11, 1833.

His father, Barney Wemple, was born in the
same town, April 8, 1800.

The Wemple family were pioneers in the
Mohawk valley, where they resided during
the period of the Revolutionary War, suffer-
ing the hardships and privations incident to
that period. Their remote ancestors lived in
Holland, whence some of them came to this
country early in the Colonial period. Barney
Wemple, Sr., the paternal grandfather of the
subject of this sketch, was a life-long resident
of New York State. His son Barney learned
the trade of tailor when a young manj; and,
as was then the custom, he went from house
to house, making in each the clotlsing for the
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family. He married Hannah Whitmore, who
was born in Johnstown, and was the daughter
of Peter and Margaret Whitmore, natives of
Pennsylvania. During the Revolutionary
War Peter Whitmore was captured by the
Indians and taken to Canada; but he suc-
ceeded in making his escape, and, later set-
tling in New York State, he spent his last
years in Fulton County. After his marriage
Barney Wemple, Jr., purchased a farm in
Johnstown, where, when not engaged in tai-
loring, he carried on quite an extensive farm-
ing business. In 1849 he went to Leicester,
and bought a farm of seventy-five acres, sit-
uated in the Genesee valley. Here he re-
sided until his death, devoting his entire time
to his place, carrying on general husbandry.
Mr. Wemple died when seventy-nine years of
age, and his wife at the age of fifty-four.

John H. Wemple was reared to agricultural
pursuits, attending schools such as were af-
forded in his youthful days, and when not
thus engaged assisting his father on the farm.
He was sixteen years old when he removed
with the family to Leicester; and he con-
tinued to make his home under the parental
roof until his marriage, when he was forty
years of age. He then took up his abode on
the farm he now owns and occupies, which
is well improved, containing thirty-six acres,
situated in the Genesee valley, about four
miles from Geneseo and an equal distance
from Mount Morris.

In 1874 he married Sarah Marsh, who was
born in the town of Leicester, and was the
daughter of Malachi and Mary (Lane) Marsh.
Mrs. Wemple passed from earth May 2, 1889,
leaving three children — Alton J., Alice, and
Sarah. Mr. Wemple is a Democrat, and is
interested in all the undertakings of that
party. He is broad-minded and liberal in his
conceptions of religious doctrine and duty,
and lives an upright and honorable life.

and farmer in Lima, Livingston
County, N.Y., was born here February
9, 1834. George Crouse, his grand-
father, was a native of Fort Plain, Montgom-

gAMES H. CROUSE, a large land-owner

ery County. Farmers in the pioneer times
worked under great difficulties, being obliged
to carry their grain to mills as far away as
Albany, a distance of about sixty miles.
George Crouse came to Avon, Livingston
County, at an early day; and he bought and
cleared a hundred and twenty acres of land,
building a log house, which remained stand-
ing until a few years ago. Later in life he
bought land in Michigan, and died there at
the age of seventy-four. Grandfather Crouse
left a family of nine children, most of whom
lived to a good old age.

His son, George G. Crouse, father of
James, was born in Avon, and educated in its
district schools. He worked on the home
farm until he was twenty-one, and in fact con-
tinued farming all his life, working by the
month and on shares until he bought a farm
for himself in Lima, to which he subsequently
added so much that at his death it covered a
hundred and eighty-three acres. At the age
of twenty-seven Mr. Crouse married Mary N.
Hovey, daughter of James and Esther Hovey,
of Lima, who also came there at an early day.
Mr. Crouse died in the seventy-ninth year
of his age, leaving three children — Sarah
Jane, Eliza Ann, and James H. Crouse.
Sarah J. Crouse married Oliver B. Flansburg,
is now a widow, and lives with her daughter,
Lucy Flansburg, the wife of Edwin Lee.
Eliza A. Crouse married Wilkinson Carey, of
Lima, and has two children — Mary Eliza,
now Mrs. Ira Newman, and Georgiana Carey.

James H. Crouse was educated at the dis-
trict school and in the seminary in Lima, and
then began farming in Avon at the old home-
stead of his grandfather Crouse, where he
remained ten years. This place he afterward
sold, buying the Lima place of his father and
living there ten years also. His affection for
the old homestead at Avon, it may here be
said, led him to buy it back again some years
later. Selling the Lima estate back to his
father, Mr. Crouse went to Michigan, whence
he returned, at the expiration of three years,-
to the parental roof at Lima, where he lived
until his father died, in 1884. The farm was
under his charge until the next year, when he
bought a fine residencegin the village of Lima,

¥
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where he now lives. He also owns a fine cot-
tage at Hemlock Lake. The first wife of
James H. Crouse was Frances A. Carey, of
Lima, who became the mother of two chil-
dren — Mary and Frances N. Crouse. Mary
Crouse married Clarence V. Tenney, of Mich-
igan; and they reside on one of the Lima
farms. Frances N. Crouse married Melvin R.
Hamilton,-of Avon. Mr. James H. Crouse’s
second wife was Lucia Chapman, of Lima. The
three childyen of this marriage are: George G.,
who died at the age of five years and nine
months; James S.; and Henry P. Crouse.
The parents are members of the Baptist church.

That Mr. Crouse is a live business man is
shown by the large amount of property which
he now owns-—a hundred and eighty-three
acres on the homestead, a hundred and forty
acres in the Warner farm, a hundred and
forty-four and a half acres in the Rogers farm,
a hundred and forty-five acres in the Metcalf
farm, all situated in Lima. In Avon he has
a hundred and thirty-four and a half acres in
the Torrance farm, two hundred and fifty-six
acres in the Fred Pearson farm, two hundred
acres in the Hamlin farm, a hundred and
sixty-six acres in the Hendrick farm, ninety-
five acres in the Marshall farm, the Harris
farm of one hundred and twenty-seven acres,
besides his village residence and a cottage at
Lake Hemlock. Besides a total of nearly two
thousand acres in New York State, he has
property in Michigan. He has always been a
Democrat, and cast his first Presidential vote
for James Buchanan in 1856. He has served
the town of Lima as Assessor.

The annexed portrait of Mr. Crouse shows
a man who has not found his account in stand-
ing still, waiting for occasion to tell him
what to do. And, “after all,” one would not
be surprised to hear him testify, “‘the joy of
success does not equal that which attends
patient working.”

HARLES H. TOAN, one of the larg-
est farmers and a highly respected

citizen of Perry, was born Septem-
ber 4, 1857. He is the son of
Austin W. and Elizabeth (Compton) Toan

and grandson of Thomas and Betsey (Harvey)
Toan. His grandfather was born in New
Jersey, January 16, 1793, and married Betsey
Harvey in 1820, she having been also born in
New Jersey, July 9, 1797. They came to
Scipio, Cayuga County, in a covered wagon,
and about 1826 moved to the town of Perry,
Wyoming County, where Thomas Toan pur-
chased one hundred and forty acres of land,
forty acres of which came to him as a grant
for services as a soldier in the War of 1812.
He cleared and improved his farm, the same
now owned by Thomas Norton, erected sub-
stantial buildings, and resided there until his
death, which occurred in 1862, his wife dying
in 1871. Both were members of the Metho-
dist church. The following were their chil-
dren: Austin W., born March 29, 1822;
Lydia, born September 29, 1825; Marilla,
who was born April 7, 1829, and married W.
Palmer (see sketch elsewhere in this work);
Matilda, who was born April 7, 1829, and
married C. H. Sailor; and one child who died
young.

Austin W. Toan was about three years of
age when his father moved to Perry. He was
educated in the district schools, and resided
at home until the age of thirty-three years.
In 1854 he married Elizabeth Compton, born
at Ithaca, N.Y., September 3, 1829, daughter
of Reuben and Sarah (Stout) Compton, na-
tives of New Jersey. Her father was a hatter
and a hotel-keeper in New Jersey, but in the
latter part of his life was a farmer in Perry.
He died at an advanced age, having reared
five children — Sarah, Mary, Charles, Eliza-
beth, and Emeline. Mr. Austin W. Toan
bought a farm of fifty-five acres, improved the
land, and remodelled the buildings. By good
management of his affairs he became well-
to-do in the world. He died at sixty-nine
years of age, leaving a widow and one son,
the subject of the present sketch.

Charles H. Toan was educated at the Perry
Academy, and at the age of eighteen began
his career as a farmer. In 1885 he was
united in marriage to -Stella Wylie, of Perry,
born in Milltown, Pa., December 26, 1864.
Her parents, James and Mary (Thompson)
Wylie, were born near Paisley, 'Scotland.
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After emigrating to America her father
worked in the woollen mills at Waterloo and
Milltown. He is now a commercial traveller,
and resides on Lake Street in Perry. The
following are his children: Agnes, wife of
Charles Andrus, who has one child, and re-
sides in Saginaw, Mich.; James Wylie, who
married Agnes Batchelor, a resident of the
same place; Stella, Mrs. Toan; Mary Wylie,
who resides at home; Lizzie Wylie, a teacher
at Saginaw; and Jessie Wylie, also residing
at home.

Mr. Toan after his marriage purchased one
hundred and twenty acres of land, one mile
from the village, and besides repairing and
altering the house erected a large and well-
appointed barn. He lived upon this farm
until 1893, when he and his family, including
his mother, moved into his newly constructed,
three-story, modern-built house, which is sit-
uated on Main Street in Perry, one of the
finest residences in town. He owns the place
that was his father’s, and carries on his two
farms himself, employing experienced farm
hands, and wintering as many as nine hundred
sheep. He raises some fine horses, of which
he makes a special feature.

Mr. Toan is a Democrat in politics, and
was Supervisor in 1890 and 1891. He is a
member of Consolation Lodge, No. 404,
A. F. & A. M., at Perry, and also of the In-
dependent Order of Odd Fellows. He is one
of the most successful men of the town. Mr.
and Mrs. Toan have four children — Lewis
Austin, born October 3, 1886; Carl James,
born July 5, 1888; Thomas Leon, born June
17, 1890; and Mary Elizabeth, born Novem-
ber 13, 1892.

OLONEL HENRY L. ARNOLD, of
Geneseo, is favorably known through-

cut Livingston County as well fitted

by birth, native ability, and educa-

tion for the prominent position he has always
occupied among the foremost men of the
county. He is a native of the Empire State,
and first drew the breath of life June 4, 1828,
in the town of Conesus, Livingston County.
His grandfather, Gamaliel Arnold, who was of

English birth, emigrated to America when a
young man, and assisted the colonists in their
struggle for independence. He spent some
time in Massachusetts, but afterward removed
to the Green Mountain State, where he de-
parted this life. ’

Andrew Arnold, the Colonel’s father, was
born in Massachusetts, and while a resident
of that State enlisted in the War of 1812, in
which he served as Captain of the Thirty-first
U.S. Infantry. He subsequently removed to
Livingston County, New VYork, and, settling
in the town of Conesus, established a general
store, an ashery, a saw-mill, and a shoe-shop,
and was for many years thereafter an impor-
tant factor in the mercantile and the manu-
facturing interests of the vicinity. The latter
part of his life he spent with his children,
dying in Geneseo at the ripe old age of
ninety-four years. His wife, Anne Hender-
son, was one of a large family born to James
Henderson, who removed from his Pennsyl-
vania home to this county, and settled at the
head of Conesus Lake. Of the five children
born to Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Arnold, three
grew to adult life, as follows: Henry L., the
subject of this brief narrative; Emily, the
wife of Allan P. Millar, of Chicago; and
Adeline, who died in 1848, aged sixteen
years. The mother died while a resident of
Conesus, when but forty-one years of age.

Colonel Arnold was educated in the schools
of the county, completing his studies in the
Geneseo Academy and Lima Seminary. He
subsequently taught school for a time, and
continued working on the farm with his
father until 1862, when he organized a com-
pany of soldiers from the towns of Conesus,
Sparta, and Springwater, and went to the
front during the late Rebellion as Captain of
Company I, One Hundred and Thirty-sixth
New York Volunteer Infantry. With his
regiment he was engaged in the battle of
Chancellorsville in May, 1863, and in that
of Gettysburg the following July, when he
was promoted to the rank of Major. The reg-
iment was afterward assigned to General
Hooker's command, and after the battles of
Wauhatchie, Lookout Mountain, and Mis-
sionary Ridge, was mage a part of the Twen-
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tieth Corps, going from Chattanooga to At-
.lanta,- thence with Sherman on his famous
march to the sea, serving in all of the im-
portant engagements of that remarkable cam-
paign. During the time Major Arnold was
again promoted, being made Lieutenant Colo-
nel, and commanded his regiment in Sher-
man’s campaign through the Carolinas. At
the battle of Bentonville, N.C., he was
wounded in the groin and in the hand, and
at the close of the campaign was brevetted
Colonel for “meritorious services during the
campaign in Georgia and the Carolinas.” He
was discharged with his regiment at Roches-
ter in June, 1865.

Resuming his duties as a private citizen in
Geneseo, Colonel Arnold was elected Sheriff
in 1870, and served with satisfaction three
years. He had previously served his fellow-
townsmen in official life, having been Super-
visor in Conesus during 1857 and 1858. For
seven years he was State agent for discharged
convicts, being one of the most efficient of
State officers. The three years from 1891
until the 17th of June, 1894, the Colonel
was United States Consul to Clifton, Canada,
serving with credit to himself and honor to
the government which appointed him to the
position.

In 1853 Colonel Arnold was united in mar-
riage to Helen M. Bissell, who is one of the
four children born to the late Dr. Daniel H.
Bissell. Dr. Bissell was one of the best-
known practising physicians of the county,
and was at one time Resident Physician
at the Quarantine in New York City.
Colonel and Mrs. Arnold have five children
now living: George B. is manager of a large
paper establishment in Chicago. Alice G. is
the wife of John C. Cone, a farmer residing
in Geneseo. Henry L. is with his elder
brother in Chicago, in charge of a department
in the same establishment. Lucy G. is a
graduate of the normal school. Allan M., the
youngest son, is book-keeper in a mercantile
house in Chicago. The eldest daughter, Mrs.
Cone, who was graduated from the normal
school, is at present travelling in Europe in
charge of a party of tourists. In politics Colo-
nel Arnold is a zealous advocate of the prin-

ciples of the Republican party, and socially
is a member of the American Order of
United Workmen and the Grand Army of the
Republic.

IRAM CRAPSEY is a foremost citi-

zen of Leicester, Livingston County,

N.Y., and is one of the few who

can personally recall the facts re-

garding the settlement of the town. He was
born in Dutchess County on December 16,
1816, the year of Monroe’s election to the
Presidency. His grandfather, Bastien Crap-
sey, was a life-long resident of Dutchess
County. Bastien Crapsey’s son James was
born and reared in the same county, and there
remained till 1822, when, accompanied by his
wife and three children, he came to Western
New York, the removal being made with ox
teams., Their first settlement was at Warsaw
Hill, then within the lines of Genesee
County; but they soon after came to what is
now Leicester, and bought a large tract of
land where a small clearing had been made
but no buildings erected. A log cabin was
soon commenced, and therein the family
quickly took up their abode, though as yet it
lacked door, windows, and roof. After a few
years Mr. Crapsey traded this place for an-
other in the same town, whereon he resided
till his death, in 1852. The maiden name of
his wife was Elizabeth Marquoit. She died
in 1824; and her husband was then married
the second time to Elizabeth Selight, who
outlived him many years. When the Crap-
seys came to Western New York, Hiram was
only a child of six, and well remembers the
hardships of pioneer life, when Indians were
roaming through the forest and their children
were his playmates. Of course there was no
railroad, and no convenient market. Wheat
had to be taken to Rochester for sale, and the
round trip cost three days of valuable time.
Hiram remained in the home till he was thirty
years old, and then settled on the farm he has
ever since carried on. It has been improved
greatly in every department, and is finely
situated, within a mile of the Genesee River.
In 1848, at the age of thirty-two, he was
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married to Fanny Summy, who was born in
the township of Earl, Lancaster County, Pa.,
January 21, 1822.

Her father, David Summy, was born in the
same county, and so was his father, John
Summy. The great-grandfather, Hans Jacob
Summy, was born in Europe; and one genera-
tion farther back we come to Hans Peter
Summy, of Swiss origin, who emigrated from
Rotterdam, Holland, to America in 1733, and
became a resident of the Keystone State,
spending the latter part of his life in Earl
township. He was a Mennonite in his relig-
ious principles, and this partly accounts for
his immigration. His son, Hans Jacob
Summy, married Barbara (Heistand) Bear,
the widow of John Bear; and they both spent
their best years in Earl. Their son, John
Summy, grandfather of Mrs. Crapsey, was
twice married, the second wife, her grand-
mother, being Anna Newcomer. John Summy
was a farmer, and spent his life in Earl; and
he also was a Mennonite in religion. His
son, David Summy, the father of Mrs. Crap-
sey, was born and grew up in the same
town and religion. In 1824, with a wife
and eight children, he removed with teams
to Cayuga County, New York, buying
land in Scipio, whereon, besides farming,
the Summys kept a tavern. After a dec-
ade they removed to Leicester, where they
purchased land on the border line of
Wyoming County. Mr. Summy’s last years
were spent in the household of his daugh-
ter, Mrs. Crapsey; and he died at the ad-
vanced age of ninety-six. His wife was
Elizabeth Singer. She also was born in
Earl, but died on the homestead, at the age of
seventy-one.

Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Crapsey have three
children — Elizabeth, born in 1849; Charlie,
born in 1853; and Leslie, born in 1858.
Elizabeth is the wife of Newton Rudgers, and
has two children; but the son, Leslie, carries
on the home farm with his father. Well has
it been said by that inimitable novelist,
George MacDonald: —

“ Age is not all decay. It is the ripening,
the swelling, of the fresh life within, that
withers and bursts the husk.”

ARWOOD A. DUDLEY, proprietor

and editor of the Western New

Vorker, a weekly paper published in

Warsaw, was born in the town of
Greenwich, Washington County, N.Y., on
March 5, 1825. His grandfather, Joseph
Dudley, was a cooper, following the trade in
Londonderry, N.H., Greenwich and Perry,
N.Y. He was one who was contented in the
station of life in which he had been born, and
discharged the duties thereof faithfully and
conscientiously toward God and his fellow-
man. Of his five children all grew up and
reared families with the exception of one son,

- Harwood, for whom the original of this sketch

was named. : .

The father of the latter was Edward Dud-
ley, who was born in 1800 in Londonderry,
and died thirty-seven years later in Perry.
His wife was Miss Martha, Force, of Green-
wich, at which place the marriage was solem-
nized. She was the daughter of David Force,
who was of French extraction. Two children
were born of this marriage — Harwood A. and
Mary Jane, who married Mr. Lloyd A. Hay-
ward, and died in this village in 1886, aged
fifty-nine, leaving two children — Edward and
Mary Kate. The latter is the wife of Profes-
sor Bartlett, a member of the Albany Normal
School faculty. Mrs. Edward Dudley formed
a second marriage in 1840 with James B.
Farmer, of Perry, whom she survived eighteen
years. She died at her son’s residence in
Warsaw in 1888, aged eighty-six years. At
twelve years of age Harwood A. Dudley went
into the printing-office. of the American Citi-
gen, a paper published in Perry by Mr. David
Mitchell, with whom he remained four years,
receiving the foundation of that practical edu-
cation that fitted him for his future editorial
work.

The Citizen was a strong antislavery sheet
and a vehement advocate of the abolition
party up to 1841, when it was purchased by a
political syndicate, and became an organ for
the Whig party and a strong supporter of
William Henry Harrison. In June of the
same year the paper was moved to Warsaw,
the new county seat of Wyoming County.
Mr. Dudley, then a lad of sixteen, followed
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the new fortunes of the publication for a year,
and then went into a job printing-house in
New York. One year later he went to Green-
field, Mass., where he remained for a twelve-
month, and then in 1848 returned to Warsaw,
where he has been engaged ever since in news-
paper work. For some years he was foreman
of the Wpyoming County Mirror, a paper
which, after an existence of eight years, was
merged in 1864 into the Western New Yorker,
in the ownership of which William Henry
Merrill and Harwood A. Dudley became joint
and equal partners. A dozen years later Mr.
Dudley bought Mr. Merrill’s interest, and has
since been the sole proprietor and editor of
the paper, which he has edited ably and satis-
factorily. This four-page folio has been de-
voted to the dissemination of Republican
principles since the organization of that polit-
ical party. Besides its present owner and
editor several men of note served an appren-
ticeship on this paper in their boyhood, among
whom Merrill E. Gates, President of Amherst
College, and William H. Merrill, the present
editorial manager of the New York World are
conspicuous.

Mr. Dudley was married April 25, 1850,
to Miss Sarah Jane Hogarth, of Geneva, a
daughter of John S. Hogarth, of that place,
and Mary Shethar Hogarth, whose father, Cap-
tain John Shethar, acquired a military reputa-
tion during the Revolutionary War. Mr. and
Mrs. Dudley’s marriage was blessed by the
advent of seven children, two sons and five
daughters — William, died while a student at
Temple Hill School of Geneseo, where he
gave promise of unusual cleverness; Mary,
who graduated from the Warsaw Union
School, and who taught for some years, is
Yassistant editor on her father’s paper; Martha,
who attended school in Warsaw; and Eliza-
beth, who married Mr. Charles E. Ketchum,
of the same town. Two children died in
infancy. The handsome residence on Park
Street, in which the family now reside, was
built in 1864. During the Civil War Mr.
Dudley was a volunteer in Company K,
Seventeenth New York Infantry, and was at
the first battle of Bull Run and at the engage-
ment at Fort Ellsworth, near Alexandria.

After serving one year as First Lieutenant, he
returned and served as Provost Marshal until
the end of the war.

Mr. Dudley has had besides his own busi-
ness affairs various municipal and other public
duties to fulfil. He has been Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors fourteen years, Loan
Commissioner three years, County Treasurer
six years, and Deputy Provost Marshal three
years. He is an Elder of the Presbyterian
church in Warsaw. He was one of the char-
ter members of the New York Press Associa-
tion, formed in Elmira in 1856, where a close
friendship was formed between Charles G.
Fairman and himself. The prosperity which
crowns and the energy which achieves success
merit the “bravos” of the spectators who
watch the life-play of the public man from the
pit and gallery of the world’s theatre; nor do
well-deserved plaudits ever seem in bad taste.
From this standpoint no hesitation is felt in
awarding to the subject of this memoir the
palm he has won from early boyhood.

3

HEODORE F. OLMSTED, Cashier of
the Genesee Valley National Bank of
Geneseo, a prominent and influential
citizen of the village, was born at Lakeville,
Livingston County, September 16, 1836.
His father, Lucius F. Olmsted, who was born
March 10, 1796, was a native of Vermont, as
was also his grandfather, Asher, being a life-
long resident of that State.

Lucius F. Olmsted was educated in the dis-
trict schools of his native town, and reared to
agricultural pursuits. While still a young
man, he came to New York State, first set-
tling at Cayuga Bridge, where he contracted
for a portion of the Seneca Canal, two miles
of which he constructed. In 1835 he erected
the saw and flour mills at Lakeville, still
known as the Olmsted Mills, which he oper-
ated until 1854. In 1858 he removed to
Geneseo, where he lived in retirement until
his decease, which occurred October 15,
1868, at the age of seventy-two. He was a
man of much energy and of large business ex-
perience, and was an enterprising and valued
citizen. The maiden name of, his wife was
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Emeline Willard. She was born at Cayuga
Bridge, November 1, 1805, daughter of Lor-
ing Willard, of that town. They were married
at the above-named place during the period in
which Mr. Olmsted was engaged in construct-
ing the canal, the ceremony being celebrated
April g, 1822. They became the parents of
nine children. The eldest, Loring W., born
March 12, 1823, died January 4, 1868, aged
forty-five; Frances A., Lucius Asher, and N.
Frances E. are deceased; Franklin W. Olm-
sted died about 1869, aged thirty-eight; Will-
iam H., born 1828, died in 1884, aged fifty-
six. The following sons and one daughter
are still living: Mary L., wife of Asahel W.
Danicels, of Geneseo, N.Y.; Theodore F., the
subject of this sketch; and Charles Edward
D., of St. Paul, Minn. The mother died
April 4, 1887, aged eighty-two years.
Theodore F Olmsted received the first
rudiments of his education in the district
schools. He then entered the Canandaigua
Academy, where he studied for two years.
Then after one year’s clerkship at Geneseo
he returned to the former institution, and
finished the course. On August 16, 1853, he
entered the employ of Bishop & Olmsted at
Geneseo, and stayed with them until February
24, 1858, when he accepted a position in the
Genesee Valley National Bank as book-keeper
and teller. After more than twenty years of
faithful service, on June 25, 1881, he received
the appointment of Assistant Cashier, and on
December 17, 1884, was made Cashier, which
position he still holds, and has the entire con-
fidence of the officials. June g, 1877, he was
elected a Director of the bank; and at the
present time he is a leading power in all mat-
ters relating to the institution. Mr. Olmsted
is one of the foremost in all local public
affairs. He is Secretary and Treasurer of the
Temple Hill Cemetery, and Secretary and
Treasurer of the Geneseo Gas and Electric
Light Company, and Treasurer of the Geneseo
Driving Park Association. He is a member
of the Board of Water Commissioners, also
Secretary and Treasurer of the board and Bus-
iness Manager, to which he was elected in
1887, and is a director of the Geneseo glove
and mitten factory. He is a member of the

Board of Health, and has been elected a Trus-
tee of the village for several terms. Heisa
stanch supporter of the Republican party, and,
having been e¢lected to the office of County
Treasurer, found time to serve in that capacity
from 1870 to 1875.

On May 13, 1861, Mr. Olmsted married,
Miss Laura E. Bissell, daughter of the late
Daniel H. Bissell, who was for forty years a
practitioner of high repute in Geneseo. Dr.
Bissell was for six years connected with the
floating hospital in New York City, and had
held many public offices in the village, where
he was Assessor, Supervisor, and United
States Assessor of Internal Revenues. He
passed his declining years at the home of his
daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Olmsted have had but
one child, who died in infancy. They are
prominent members of the Presbyterian
church, Mr. Olmsted being a Trustee, and his
wife an earnest worker in the Sunday-school
and missionary matters. Mr. Olmsted is a
man of progressive ideas, a skilful and judi-
cious financier, a liberal contributor to all de-
serving charities, and an enthusiastic worker
for the general welfare of the community.
His sturdy adherence to honesty and faith-
ful attention to his duties have brought
him to his present high position, which is
in truth a just reward for an exemplary busi-
ness career.

ILLIAM COGSWELL, the manager
of an extensive lumber yard at the
foot of Canal Street, Dansville,

N.Y., is held in high repute throughout this
portion of Livingston County as a man of fair
business dealings and upright personal charac-
ter. He was born in Dansville, October 3,
1850, and is the offspring of an old Connecti-
cut family, bis father and paternal grand-
father, both of whom were baptized Daniel
Cogswell, being natives of that State. The
senior Daniel remained there until of middle
age, when he removed to Schuyler County,
New York, where he bought and improved a
small farm, on which he passed the remainder
of his life. He was twice married, the father
of William being a chilg of his second union.
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Daniel Cogswell, Jr., was reared to man-
hood in Schuyler County, received a good
common-school education, and was thoroughly
initiated into the mysteries of agriculture on
the parental homestead. Some time during
the forties he came to this county, and lo-
cated in Dansville, where for many years he
kept a grocery store. In 1855 he began
dealing in lumber, selling to the wholesale
trade in Rochester. Four years later, having
already secured a good start, he established
the business now carried on by his son Will-
iam, continuing it until the time of his de-
cease, in February, 1876, at the age of fifty-
seven years. While in Schuyler County he
wooed and won the affections of Miss Hettie
Owen; and their happy union was gladdened
by the birth of three children— Mary E.,
Elura, and the subject of this sketch. Mary
is now the wife of J. J. Gilder, of Dansville;
and Elura married Henry C. Fenstermacher.
The mother is still living; and the son makes
his home with her, devoting himself to her
comfort and happiness. Daniel Cogswell,
Jr., was quite prominent in this section of the
county, actively interested in its political and
religious welfare, and was for many years an
ordained minister of the Advent church,
preaching in Dansville and the surrounding
towns. He held many high public offices,
serving several years as Justice of the Peace,
besides which he was village Trustee, Asses-
sor, and Highway Commissioner, receiving
the nomination of both political parties,
although he was a stanch Democrat.

Since the death of his father William Cogs-
well has carried on the lumber business,
greatly increasing its extent, and has also suc-
ceeded in a large measure to the position
formerly occupied by his father in the man-
agement of local and county matters, having
served continuously the past twelve years as
_the village Assessor and town Assessor, and
for many years was a member of the Protec-
tive Fire Company of this town, but is now
exempt from active duty, although an hon-
orary member of the company. In politics he
has followed the teachings of his youthful
days, and is an ardent supporter of the Dem-
ocratic ticket. Socially, Mr. Cogswell is a

member of the Maccabees, being at present
Commander of the local society.

AVID ANDRUS, one of the leading
5 business men of Perry, Wyoming

County, N.Y., was born at Shafts-

bury, Bennington County, Vt., Oc-
tober 10, 1825, son of David, Sr., and Mary
(Park) Andrus. His grandfather, Isaac An-
drus, a native of Connecticut, and an early
settler in the Green Mountain State, pur-
chased a tract of land, on which he built a
tavern, where he resided until he died, at the
age of eighty. He had five sons, all of whom
moved West very early except David, the
youngest, who purchased his father’s farm
and tavern, and carried it on for forty years,
making in that time several trips to Cayuga
and Wyoming Counties, New York, moving
families. While on one of these, in 1810, he
bought one hundred and sixty acres of land,
situated where the village of Wyoming now
stands, and where his uncle Isaac had already
located and had a log tavern.

In 1833 David Andrus, Sr., removed his
family to Wyoming County, where he had
some years before purchased a tract of im-
proved land in the town of Castile, situated
west of Silver L#ke. There he remained
until his wife died, and then removed to
Perry, residing with his son David until his
decease. He was born March 29, 1779, and
died February 8, 1861. His wife was born
January 9, 1787, and died March 2, 1839.
They were members of the Baptist church. Of
their children two died young; and the
others were as follows: Abi, born February,
1803; Orretta, born February 13, 1805; Free-
love, born June 15, 1807: John P., born May
22, 1809; Martin, born February 22, 1811;
Nelson, born January 30, 1813; William M.,
born May 11, 1815; Columbus, born Septem-
ber 8, 1822; and David, born October 10,
1825.

David was the youngest child of the family.
He was educated in district schools, and at
the age of twelve commenced work for one of
his older brothers at one dollar per month
and three months’ schooling eer year. His
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wages being raised, he continued thus em-
ployed for seven years, and then went to
Virginia, where he speculated in lumber, and
remained three years. In 1849 he went to
California by the water route, and there en-
gaged in mining, making sixteen hundred dol-
lars in four months, clear of all expenses.
On account of the failure of the water supply
he went to the north fork of the American
River, and worked on the bars, but was at last
taken ill, his companions being already dis-
abled; and, giving away his interest, he
started for the mountains, driving a team of
mules, loaded with provisions, which he sold
to the miners with some success. He con-
tinued at this business until his wagon
accidentally overturned upon the side of a
mountain, causing him to lose about four hun-
dred dollars. He then started to return East;
but, while in San Francisco, he decided to
remain there, and, selling mules and outfit,
he bought a cargo of hogs, and for two years
successfully conducted a butchering business.
Returning to Castile, N.Y., he purchased two
hundred and sixty acres of land, situated on
the west side of Silver Lake. This farm was
improved by Mr. Seymour, and includes a
large orchard grown from seeds planted by
Mrs. Seymour. Mr. Andrus resided for
some years on his farm, #nd then removed to
the village of Perry, where he purchased forty-
two and one-half acres, and raised hops for
three years, after which he purchased the mill
property of Wycoff & Tuttel. He remod-
elled the mill, and now does job sawing,
manufacturing sashes and blinds and doors,
and deals in all kinds of lumber. His pleas-
ant residence is located on Centre Street.

On January 19, 1854, Mr. Andrus married
Harriet Palmer, of Castile, who was born May
20, 1831, daughter of Alton and Harriet
(Beardsley) Palmer, a sketch of whom appears
elswhere.

Mrs. Harriet P. Andrus died on June 2,
1865, leaving four children— William P.,
Charles A., Daniel S., and Ray. William
P. Andrus, born April 12, 1856, married
Mary White, resides in Perry, and has one
child, D. Earl. Charles A. Andrus, born June
4, 1858, married Agnes Wiley, has one son,

Harry, lives in Saginaw, Mich., and is in the
marble business. Daniel S. Andrus, born
November 6, 1861, is an extensive hardware
dealer in Castile. He married Mattie Sweet-
ing; and they have one child, Bessie. The
father of Mrs. Andrus was Professor Henry
Sweeting, who was born in Holland, and died
in Livingston County, at the age of sixty
years. Ray Andrus, born May 18, 1863, is
an able and enterprising young business man
of Perry, taking a great interest in political
matters.

In 1868 Mr. David Andrus married for the
second time, the lady being Martha J. Palmer,
who was born January 8, 1835. She is a
member of Eastern Star at Perry, and admi-
rably fills the place of mother to his children.
Mr. Andrus is a Republican in politics, has
been Assessor six years, and held other town
offices.

OSEPH N. RIPPEY, a native of Sen-
eca, Ontario County, N.Y., was born
on January 31, 1828. His father,
Hugh Rippey, was born in Pennsyl-

vania, from which State he came to New
York, and settled in Seneca at an early date
of the latter place’s history.

The farmer-bred young Pennsylvanian im-
mediately purchased a piece of land in the
vicinity of the village, and began the arduous
task of clearing away the growth of timber.
As soon as this was accomplished, he built a
small frame house, in which he lived for the
space of a dozen years. At the expiration of
this period he sold that property, and bought
a farm of one hundred and fifty acres near the
town of La Grange. A new dwelling-house
was shortly erected on the premises, and its
owner remained here for another twelve years.
His final place of residence was York, in
Livingston County, to which place he came
after disposing satisfactorily of the La Grange’
property. The York farm, of which he took
possession in 1856, covered an area of one
hundred and fifty acres, and lay in the south-
east part of the town. Here he died in 1861,
in the seventy-eighth year of his age.

His wife, Priscilla Bql, was, like himself,
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a native of Pennsylvania. From their mar-
riage ten children were born — Mary A.,
Jobn, William, Matilda, Joseph N., Hiram
B., Hugh, Salina, Priscilla E., and James.
Five of these are still living in the vicinity
of their birthplace. Mrs. Hugh Rippey was
seventy years old at the date of her death.

Joseph N. Rippey was educated in the dis-
trict school of York. When a young man,
he bought a farm in Covington, Wyoming
County, but sold it three years later, and re-
turned to York, whére he has since resided.
Some fortunate speculations in land made in
his youth brought him quite a sum of money,
and proved his sagacity in practical and finan-
cial matters. He was married to Miss Mary
Donnan, to whom two children were born.
By a sad and somewhat unusual fatality his
entire family was taken from him by the fell
hand of death, and he was left a childless
widower.

By a second marriage to Miss Hester L.
Boyd, two other children were born to Mr.
Rippey; namely, Harlan W., who is a grad-
uate of the State normal school, and Joseph-
ine E. Mr. and Mrs. Rippey are happily
allied in Christian faith, both being members
of the United Presbyterian church. Mr. Rip-
pey was in early life a Democrat, but has
lately voted with the Prohibitionists. His
first Presidential vote was cast for Franklin
Pierce in 1852.

ILLIAM W. WISE, the subject of
this sketch, was born in Groveland,
Livingston County, N.Y., August

2, 1841. His parents were Andrew and
Lydia (Sutfin) Wise, natives of New Jersey,
who came to this county in 1830, and bought
a farm in Groveland, on which they resided
until the year 1865. They then purchased
another farm in the town of Geneseo, and
lived thereon for two years, when they re-
moved to East Groveland, called also Hunt’s
Corners, where the father died the same year,
1867, aged sixty-three years. He was a suc-
cessful farmer, and acquired a fair compe-
tence. Mrs. Lydia S. Wise continued to live
in the same place until January, 1892, when

she died at the ripe age of eighty-nine years,
greatly respected by all who knew her. She
was a devoted member of the Methodist
church, and did herself credit in zealously
doing her part to help make the world better.

Eight of the ten children born to this
couple grew to maturity; namely, Celina A.
Buck, Abram S., Sarah J. Gray, Mary L.
Bridges, Jerome, Walter S., William W., and
Weltha G. Ward. Two others died in in-
fancy. All are still living except Abram S.,
who died in Michigan in 18g1. Celina and
Mary reside in Michigan; Jerome and Walter
in Washington, D.C.; Sarah and Weltha in
Groveland. There are at the present time
twenty-five grandchildren and fifteen great-
grandchildren of Andrew and Lydia Wise.

William W. Wise purchased the homestead
farm soon after the death of his father, and
still owns it. He was married in 1869 to
Frances Magee, daughter of Colonel John
Magee and his wife, Mariet Patchen Magee.
The former died in 1891 and the latter in
1893. [Each had an inheritance of good
blood, and both were leading characters in
every noble enterprise. They were successful
in amassing property, owning at their death
about eight hundred acres of land in Grove-
land. From their union five children are liv-
ing out of ten born — Dr. Charles M.; Walter
W., a lawyer in Syracuse; John C.; Edward
M. and Evangie Gray in Groveland.

To William W. and Frances M. Wise five
children were born, all, except one who died
in infancy, still living. Blanche was born
October 16, 1871; Edward R., September 4,
1873; John M., August 10, 1876; and
Charles W., January 25, 1879.

All are attending the State normal school
at Geneseo, Edward R. being in the class of
1895 and Blanche in the class of 1896. The
mother, Mrs. Frances M. Wise, died May 26,
1893, after a brief illness of pneumonia. She
was greatly esteemed in her native town, a
devoted member of the Presbyterian church
for over twenty years, a woman of decided
convictions, and exerted considerable influ-
ence in her community. For a while she was
at the head of the Ladies’ Missionary Society,
and she taught a Bible class fgr several years.
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Mr. Wise removed to Geneseo in 1893, to
give his children the advantages of the nor-
mal school here, conceded to be the best in
the State. In politics he has always been
identified with the Republican party, and has
held some offices of trust, such as that of
Highway Commissioner and Justice of the
Peace. He is at present Deputy County
Clerk.

LLEN MERCHANT, late of Warsaw,
Wyoming County, New York, was
born in Washington County, April
10, 1814. His father, Josiah Mer-
chant, a native of Massachusetts, moved to
Warsaw in the early years of the century, and
bought sixty acres of partially improved land,
upon which there was already a log house and
barn. There was still wild game in this
vicinity; and the busy housewife could evolve
a dinner fit for royalty after a day’s hunt,
when the sportsman of even ordinary skill was
sure to bag a wild turkey, grouse, partridges,
or even a fat buck.

Josiah Merchant married Miss Polly Camet,
a native of the State in which he was born.
They were both in the communion of the
Presbyterian church, and both died at the
home of their son Allen, at the respective
ages of sixty-eight and seventy-eight. Ten
children were born to them, three of whom
grew up — Orrin, who is a farmer in Wiscon-
sin; Allen, the subject of this memoir;
Eleazer, a farmer in South Warsaw. In poli-
tics the father was a Whig.

Allen Merchant was a little boy of eight
years when he came with his father to War-
saw; and he continued to live in the same
town, giving his whole attention to practical
farming, and, as the result, at the time of his
death he owned one of the largest farms in
Warsaw. In 1843 he was married to Miss
Olive Barnard, who was a native of the vil-
lage. She died in 1846; and Mr. Merchant
married for his second wife Lucy Asenath
Bryant, who was born in Weathersfield, Vt.,
on the 8th of December, 1820. She now sur-
vives her husband, whose death occurred No-
vember 30, 1894.

Mrs. Lucy A. Merchant’s maternal grand-
father was a Revolutionary soldier. Her
father, Martin Bryant, was a native of Massa-
chusetts, who moved to Vermont, where he
farmed. Her mother, Rhoda Bixby Bryant,
was born in Vermont. Both parents were
conscientious members of the Baptist church.
Mr. Bryant, who was a stanch Whig, scarcely
reached the meridian of life, dying at forty
years of age. His wife attained the age of
sixty-four years. Three of their five children
are now living— Lucy (Mrs. Merchant);
Lydia, who resides in Warsaw; and Calvin, a
farmer in the same town. Mr. Merchant by
his first marriage had one son, Wesley, who
is a farmer. Three children were born of the
second union —a daughter, Helen, now Mrs.
George Burns, of Warsaw; Edwin J. Mer-
chant, who lives at home, and is unmarried;
and Olive A., who died aged ten years.

It is needless to make further comment
upon Mr. Merchant’s life-work than to say he
commenced without the aid of capital or influ-
ence, and that his success was attained by
dint of his own unaided efforts. After reach-
ing his twenty-first year it is recorded of him
that he did not disdain to work out for one
season at twelve dollars a month; and his
tract of land consisted of only fifty acres,
which gradually expanded into a finely culti-
vated farm of four hundred.

Mr. Allen Merchant, like his wife, was lib-
eral in religious views, not bound by any
particular creed; and he was politically a
Democrat.

This brief sketch is happily supplemented
by a portrait of the respected citizen whom it
commemorates,

“ Who, having won
The bound of man’s appointed years, at last,
Life's blessings all enjoyed, life’s Iabors done,
Serenely to his final rest has passed.”

ERRIMAN J. WILNER, a well-
known and highly esteemed farmer
of Portage, Livingston County,
N.Y., was born in this town, De-

cember 12, 1827. He commenced his educa-
tion at the district schools of his native
village, and supplementad his primary studies
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with a course of advanced instruction at Pro-
fessor Buck’s select school. He has always
followed agricultural pursuits as a means of
livelihood, and his entire life has been passed
within the locality of his birth.

Mr. Wilner married Sarah Sanford, who is
the daughter of David and Esther (Staples)
Sanford, of Redding, Conn., and a sister of
Mr. Hiram Smith, of Portage. Two children
have been born to them — Merton M. and Es-
tella J. The latter is now the wife of W. P
Wilder, and resides at Warsaw, having one
child, Ruth. Their son, Merton M. Wilner,
a most capable and promising young man, is
now associate editor of the Buffalo Daily
Express. He married Miss Edith Whitehead,
of Nunda; and they have two children — Dor-
othy and Ortha.

Mr. Wilner, although past his sixty-seventh
year, still continues actively engaged in the
cultivation of his extensive and well-managed
farm, and enjoys not only a well-earned pros-
perity, but the sincere respect and confidence
of his fellow-townsmen. He has held many
positions of public trust, among them that of
Supervisor for two terms, Highway Commis-
sioner for five years, and Assessor for three
years. He is also a member of the Masonic
fraternity. In politics Mr. Wilner has been
a stanch supporter of Republican principles
ever since the organization of that party. He
cast his first Presidential vote for General
Winfield Scott in 1852. Considering the
fact that a farmer’s lot is not all sunshine,
and that difficulties are constantly arising
which must be coped with and surmounted in
order to reach a position of ease, Mr. Wilner
has every reason to look with pride at his
prosperous circumstances, which are the result
and just reward of a busy and satisfactory
career.

ARTIN VAN BUREN ALVORD,

a leading and influential member

of the farming community of

Mount Morris, is a grandson of

the original proprictor of the farm which he
now owns and occupies. As early as 1823
Stephen Alvord, formerly of Vermont, wended

his way into the wilderness, and built a log
house near the spot where the present family
dwelling now stands. The location is most
beautiful and picturesque, overlooking the
Coshaqua Creek valley, and the view from the
residence embracing many miles of territory.
An extended history of the Alvord family will
be found in the sketch of George P. Alvord,
on another page of this volume.

Martin V B. Alvord, to whom we refer,
was born on the twenty-first day of April,
1835, being a son of Phineas and Rachael
(Lemen) Alvord. He was reared to habits of
industry and thrift, and as soon as physically
able began to assist his father on the home
farm. He remained with his parents until
his marriage, and then settled on a farm in
West Sparta, where he lived five years.
After spending the next five years on the old
homestead, Mr. Alvord removed to Kent
County, Michigan, and purchased a farm in
the town of Ada, twelve miles east of Grand
Rapids. One year later he sold it at an ad-
vance, and, changing his place of residence to
Grand Rapids, remained there a year. Re-
turning then to the scenes of his childhood,
he became once more an occupant of the
homestead, to the ownership of which he suc-
ceeded after the death of his parents, and
where he has since been actively and prosper-
ously engaged in general farming, his time and
energies being fully occupied in the prosecu-
tion of his chosen calling. His father left an
estate of five hundred and ninety-seven acres.

On December 25, 1861, Mr. Alvord was
united in marriage with Abbie J. Daniels, a
native of the town of Nunda and a daughter of
Warner Daniels, who was of New England
birth, Vermont being the State of his nativity.
He was a son of John Daniels, who was one of
the earliest settlers of Cayuga County, where
his last years were passed. FEzra Daniels, the
great-grandfather of Mrs. Alvord, was a resi-
dent of the Mohawk valley at the breaking
out of the Revolutionary War, and at one
time, when returning from the mill with
grist, was captured by the Indians, and kept a
prisoner for some time. He finally made his
escape, and afterward served as a soldier in
the Revolutionary army.
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The father of Mrs. Alvord was quite young
when he came with his parents to the Empire
State. He was reared and married in Cayuga
County, residing there until 1823, when, ac-
companied by his young wife, he came with
teams bringing his household effects to Liv-
ingston County. At that time there was but
one house where the village of Nunda now
stands, the surrounding country being in its
original wildness. Mr. Daniels there took
up his abode for a while, and then removed to
Hunt’s Hollow, where he followed his trade
of a fuller for about ten years, going from that
place to Covington, Wyoming County, where
he purchased a home. He was employed at
various kinds of work during the years that
followed, but finally came to live with his
daughter, Mrs. Alvord, and died at her home
September 24, 1881. The maiden name of the
wife of Warner Daniels was Mary Cox. She
was born in Scipio, Cayuga County, and was
a daughter of Jacob Cox, a pioneer of that
town. Mrs. Daniels passed to the higher life
October 7, 1882, leaving ten children — John,
Lucy, Gordon, William, George, Clinton,
Abbie J. (Mrs. Alvord), Seneca, Julia, and
Hiram.

Into the pleasant household of Mr. and
Mrs. Alvord eight children have been born,
namely: Mary; Phineas; George; Julia;
James; and Burt; Frank C., the eldest child,
who died September 19, 1873, aged ten years
and nine months; and Lewis, the fourth
child, who died February 4, 1873, aged five
years and nine months. In religious affairs
Mr. Alvord is identified with the Protestant
Methodist church, of which he and his wife
have been consistent members for many years.
Entirely independent in politics, he is bound
by no particular platform, and votes for men,
not measures.

RANK WILSON, a stationer, book-
seller, and druggist in the town of
Warsaw, Wyoming County, N.Y., was

born in Geneseo, Livingston County, July 28,
1846. His father, William J. Wilson, was a
native of Pennsylvania, where he was born in
1808. He died in Geneseo in 1891. He was

in early life a farmer, but became a grocer in
Geneseo. He was a stanch Democrat always,
and held the office of Under Sheriff in the
county of his adoption. Mr. William J. Wil-
son married Miss Mary Garvin, of Vermont,
whose father was a participant in the famous
battle of Lake Champlain. They reared only
two children — George B. and Frank, whose
name is the text of the present sketch.

The former, who was in his youth a pupil
of the Geneseo Academy, went to Tennessee
when he was but eighteen years old, as
a teacher. He afterward was engaged as a
dealer in general merchandise, and won many
friends during his long commercial career in
the South. A short time before his death he,
with his wife and daughter, went to Dawson
Springs, N.Y., hoping that the waters and
climatic change, together with complete rest,
would restore his health. It was a vain
quest, for on the 3oth of May, 1894, he died,
aged fifty-six years. The resolutions drawn
up by the bank officers and the general sincere
regret that was manifested by those who had
been his business associates, as well as the
sorrow of a large circle of friends, attested the
profound respect and esteem in which he was
held. The other son, whose career is chroni-
cled herein, began his business life when a
lad of seventeen, as a drug clerk. In 1867 he
came to Warsaw, where he has since re-
mained, and entered the apothecary shop as a
salesman. Two years later he was employed
by James O. McClure in the same capacity,
and in 1871 formed a partnership with Dr.
Smith, This firm was dissolved eight years
after by the death of its senior member, and
Mr. Wilson has conducted the business from
that time alone.

On Septemher 5, 1871, Mr. Frank Wilson
was married to Miss Frances Julia Buxton, a
daughter of Mr. Timothy H. Buxton. The
wedded life of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson has not
been altogether free from the “shadow and
thorn” of life; for they have lost one child,
Mary, a little girl of ten years, who, after
three days of acute suffering with that fatal
scourge, diphtheria, died October 30, 1885.

Another daughter was sent to gladden the
desolated hearts of they parents, and is now a
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bright, merry little girl of eleven. Mr. Wil-
son has held the offices of village President
and Treasurer, and is a stockholder in the
Electric Light Company and the Empire
Dairy Salt Company. He is a Master Mason
and politically a Democrat. Their pleasant
home on North Main Street was built in
1887, and Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are among
the popular householders of the town of
Warsaw.

EORGE W. JACKMAN, a retired
farmer, living in Geneseo, has borne
an active part in developing the agri-

cultural resources of Livingston County, and
is held in much respect as a man of high
moral principles and a useful citizen. He
was born in Sibleyville, in the town of Men-
don, Monroe County, February 19, 1826, and
comes of excellent New England ancestry,
being a grandson of Moses Jackman, who was
born and reared in New Hampshire. He was
a tiller of the soil, and spent a part of his life
in Vermont, but removed to Boscawen, N.H.,
where he passed his last days.

Moses Jackman, Jr.,.son of the elder Moses,
when a young man migrated to this State, and
worked for a while in Mendon at the carpen-
ter’s trade, but later, in 1828, removed to
Livonia, in this county, on to a farm belong-
ing to his wife, and resided there until his
death in 1861, at the good old age of eighty-
six years. He was twice married, and by
his first wife, Rhoda Collins, had five chil-
dren, all now deceased. His second wife was
Betsey Beecher, a daughter of Hezekiah
Beecher. Her father came to this county
with his family from Litchfield, Conn., when
she was seventeen years old, and took up a
tract of timber land in Livonia, the tract
keing one mile square, if we except one hun-
dred and fifty acres which had been previously
taken; and the farm of Mr. Jackman is a por-
tion of the original claim. Seven children
were born to Moses, Jr., and Betsey (Beecher)
Jackman; namely, Emerett Eliza, who mar-
ried Joel A. Booth; Moses Lyman; Matilda
A.; Rachel B., who married William Cal-
vert; Hezekiah R.; Charles A.; and George

W.; and of these four are still living. The
mother spent her last years on the old home-
stead, where she died in 1869, at the advanced
age of eighty-six years. She was a sincere
Christian woman and an esteemed member of
the Presbyterian church, while her husband,
who was equally devout and true in his relig-
ious convictions, belonged to the Baptist
church.

George W. Jackman, the youngest of this
family, was two years of age when his parents
moved to Livonia; and he remained a resident
of that town for nearly threescore years. In
the district schools he obtained a practical
education in the common branches of study,
and on the home farm was well drilled in the
various branches of agriculture. He assisted
his father in the pioneer labor of clearing a
farm from the forest, and after the death of
his parents bought out the interest of the re-
maining heirs in the homestead, where he en-
gaged in general farming until his retirement
from the activities of life. His farm, which
he still owns, but which is under the super-
vision of his eldest son, is one of the finest
in this region, and as regards its equipments
is one of the best in the county. In 1886
Mr. Jackman moved to his pleasant home on
Prospect Street, Geneseo, where he is living,
surrounded by the comforts that make life
enjoyable.

The maiden name of the wife of Mr. Jack-
man, to whom he was united in 1858, was
Jane E. Cowles. She was born in Brighton,
Monroe County, being a daughter of Benjamin
Cowles. The home was brightened by the
birth of seven children; and of these four are
now living, George Washington Jackman, Jr.,
a graduate of the Rochester Business College,
married Harriet E. Tyler, the daughter of
Byron A. Tyler, and they have three children
— Ruth, Walter Fisk, and Donald Tyler;
Lizzie Marie, who was graduated from the
Geneseo Normal School, has won distinction
as a very successful teacher in Steuben and
Allegany Counties; Rellie E., who graduated
in art under Professor Wiles, of Perry, has
superior native talent, and exhibits much skill
in painting; L. Ward B., the youngest son, is
a student in the normal schosl. In politics
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Mr. Jackman is a strong supporter of the Pro-
hibition ticket, and an earnest worker in every
movement tending to advance the welfare of
the town or county. Religiously, he belongs
to the Livonia Presbyterian church.

AMUEL HORACE JACOBS, who
operates a large and well-cultivated
farm near Mount Morris, Living-
ston County, was born in Barnstead,

Belknap County, N.H., December 20, 1839.

His grandfather, Samuel Jacobs, was, so far
as is known, a native and life-long resident of
the same town. He was a soldier in the War
of 1812, his widow, whose maiden name was
Sally Tuttle, and who was a native of New
Hampshire, receiving a pension for his ser-
vices. Daniel Jacobs, the father of the sub-
ject of this sketch, was also born in Barn-
stead, N.H., and was brought up to farm life.
From Barnstead he removed to Sanborn, N.Y.,
where he died in the seventy-fifth year of his
life. He married Dorothy Tuttle, daughter
of Joseph and Phebe Tuttle, of Barnstead,
N.H. She djed at the age of fifty-three
years, and was the mother of the following
children — Samuel H., Mary, Abigail, Lu-
cinda, Albert, and Eugene.

Samuel H. Jacobs was educated in his na-
tive town, where he resided till September
11, 1862, when he enlisted in Company H,
Fifteenth New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry,
and served about a year. From a wound re-
ceived at Port Hudson he was confined to the
hospital for some weeks, and on the expira-
tion of his term of service joined the regular
army, and was honorably discharged August
13, 1863. Returning home he resumed farm-
ing as soon as he was able, remaining in his
native place till 1867, when he came to Mount
Morris, Livingston” County, N.Y. Here he
farmed for ten years, and then removed to
Leicester, where he spent another ten years at
the same occupation, in 1887 renting the
Wadsworth farm near Mount Morris, where he
has since resided, operating three hundred
acres of land.

In 1871 he married Sally J.
daughter of Orrin and Lucy Nichols.

Nichols,
They

have a family of five children; namely,
Charles, Bert, Elmer, Ella, and Ethel. Mrs.
Jacobs is an active member and earnest worker
in the Baptist church. Mr. Jacobs is a mem-
ber of the J. E. Lee Post, No. 281, Grand
Army of the Republic, and also of Belwood
Lodge, No. 315, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. He is a man highly regarded by his
fellow-townsmen for his sterling qualities of
honesty, industry, and intelligence; and both
he and his wife have no lack of warm friends
and well-wishers.

OHN SOWERBY, a farmer of Castile,
Wyoming County, N.Y., noted for his
superior ability and progressive ideas,
was born in this picturesque location,

January 19, 1834. He is a son of John and
Jane (Brown) Sowerby; and his ancestral line
goes back to the grandparents’ time in the
mother country, the native place of George
and Elizabeth Sowerby being the city of Hull,
Yorkshire, England. Though this grand-
father was fixed by fate to live and die a sub-
ject of the realm, yet he doubtless lived long
enough to realize that America would furnish
a republican government for whatever farmer
might choose to emigrate to its virgin soil.
The date of the death of George Sowerby is
not easy to verify at this distance; but it is
recorded that he left eight children, whose
names are: John, George, Dorothea, Eliza-
beth, Francis, Jacob, Thomas, and Martha.

Mrs. Sowerby married for