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THE FARMER AND THE FARM. 

We have all entered upon a New Year—turned 

over a new leaf in the book of time—commenced a 

history for another year; yet the influence ot 

this record upon the future of the actors will be far 
more enduring, and its effects upon the world for 
good or evil may be felt when even their names are 

forgotten. H o w important then, that this record of 

our words and acts—this index of our ruling motives, 

our inner life—should be such as to indicate our 

gradual improvement in all that is good and true 

and noble. This is essential to our own happiness, 

and the good of all within the reach of our influ

ence. It is well we have these land marks—these 

way-stations on the track of time, where we can 

stop for a moment to take a note of the extent of 

our travels and whither they are tending. They 
afford a good opportunity to take a new start for the 

future. Wise is he who learns by the past how to 

act in the present. 

W e hear much in agricultural addresses and 

read more in the agricultural press about the Im

provement of the Farm. This is all right and pro

per, but is hardly commencing at the right end of 

the subject The maker, of course, must be superior 

to the object made. The fanning is good or bad 

according to the course pursued by the farmer. If 
our buildings are inconveniently arranged, in bad 

taste, roughly and unsubstantially made, and we 

wish improvement, it would be folly to spend much 
time talking about improved buildings. W e must 

obtain better architects and mechanics, or set about 
improving those we have. To a similar suggestion 
we once heard a farmer remark, that the great diffi
culty was to have the mass of farmers feel the neces

sity of improvement. Our idea of improved farming 

is simply this—the improved secures a greater amount 
of cash for the labor and capital expended than the 
old system. If it does not accomplish this, it is no 

improvement. Now, there are very few farmers 
anxious to labor for one dollar a day if they can 
earn two, or even willing to expend their strength 

and that of their sons and wives upon the farm, and 
after all expenses are paid lay by a hundred dollars 
or so in the season, when by a little better manage

ment they could have saved a thousand. If farmers 
are not badly slandered they love money as well as 
other people, and we think will take a little trouble 

and adopt any new plans that appear feasible, for 
the purpose of obtaining it. If this is not the case, 

then indeed they sadly need improving. 

W e have no sympathy with the too common talk, 

whether oral or written, that characterizes Ameri

can farmers as less intelligent than mechanics, mer

chants, or even the farmers of Europe, so often held 
up to us as examples worthy of all imitation. Hav

ing seen a little of the farmers of other countries, 
we think we may say with safety that there are no 
farmers in the world superior to American farmers 

in general intelligence as well as in a knowledge of 

their profession. If it is asked, if they do not blindly 

follow old nractices, or are led unthinkingly by 
example, we say not more so than the most ot 
fanners of England. The uniformity of practice 

there seemed to us very marked—the rotations 

almost the same, turnips grown and fed in the same 

manner, manures applied in the same way. Here 

and there, of course is an exception, but there is far 

less of independent thought and action than among 

American farmers. 
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The objector may say, how is it then with our 
mechanics, and manufacturers, and men of science. 

Our mechanics have their superiors nowhere, our 
professors of science have made their mark in the 
world, our manufacturers are beginning to excel in 
almost all departments, while our inventors and 
mechanics together have produced implements that 
have astonished the agriculturists of Europe. But 
where or when was our agriculture praised or imi
tated ? Those who have not learned how slow know
ledge is gained in regard to agriculture, have learned 

but little of the subj ect. W e have not space to show 
w h y this is necessarily so, but may do so in another 
number. W e will at present allude simply to one 
or two facts. The mechanic, the inventor, Or the 
manufacturer, can make a hundred experiments in a 
year, the agriculturist but one; even this sole experi
ment may be affected by season, climate or accident, 
such as storms, &c'., so as to be worthless, and in 
any event needs frequent repetition. Again, experi
ments of the greatest value in our Southern States, 
or in California, are entirely useless in the Northern 
States. Each section must learn for itself. Know
ledge gained in the agricultural profession is not 
showy—not brilliant—it will not attract the atten
tion of the world, while it advances its best interests. 
If our mechanics and inventors have astonished the 
agricultural,world with their beautiful and useful 
implements, who, w e ask, have encouraged them in 
this work ? W h o purchased and used them when 
made? American farmers, of course. The inventor 
is never far in advance of the demand; indeed de
mand is the mother of invention. W e say this 
much, lest some of our readers should obtain the 

idea, from what w e may now or hereafter write, 
that we belong to the class of croakers w h o aro 

constantly harping upon the blindness or ignorance 
of American farmers, and contrasting them unfavor
ably with other classes. 
T o return to the subject of improvement of which 

there is very great need in many, w e repeat, all im
provement must commence with the man, then the 
work is thorough and general. H e must obtain new 
ideas, new motives, become in fact an improved 
edition of his former self, and all around will feel 
the charm of improvement. This improvement 
will be first felt, not in the barn-yard or the field, 
but in the house. The companion of his joys and 
sorrows, particularly the latter, will feel more joy 
and less sorrow than ever before. H e will feel as 
much pleasure in having his wife look pleasant, 
cheerful, happy and neatly dressed, as he does in 
having his favorite team fat, sleek and in heart. 
Indeed, so great may be the improvement—in fact, 
w e have seen it so in extreme cases—that the farmer 
may feel as much annoyed at seeing his wife look 
caro-worn, haggard, hopeless and poorly dressed, as 

he would at seeing his horses rough, over-worked 
and half starved. The children, too, feel the change 
in kinder treatment, more care for their education 

and other important interests. The house and the 
garden change, as if by magic. The little flower 
beds of wife and the girls is no longer a nuisance 
and a trouble, subject to unkind remarks; a manly 
hand assists the weaker ones, and receives in return 
the young hearts' gratitude and pleasant smiles) 
With a heart light and happy—conscious of a noble 

effort at well-doing, the improved farmer pursues 
his course and everything prospers under his well 
directed efforts. 

THE FARMER'S WINTER. 

Farmers, generally, regard their winter months as 
lost time—because they are able to perform so little 
productive labor. They can neither plow, nor sow, 
nor plant, nor cultivate their crops, nor reap their 
harvests—but their labor, now-a-days, when there 
is no more forests to destroy, consists mainly in 
feeding out to their stock a portion of the products 
of their summer's labor, and in cutting and prepar
ing fuel for the family. But those w h o know how 
to make the most of time and opportunity, will 
make the winter's leisure as profitable as the sum
mer's toil. 

Without reference to the valuable mental improve
ments which the farmer m a y make through the long 
winter evenings, he m a y so improve this season of 
leisure as to add greatly to the productiveness of his 
farm. H e can make his plans for the future—deter
mine what crops he will cultivate, and what fields 
are in best condition for growing the different crops 

—consult his neighbors—the best agricultural jour
nals—and all sources of information, and, if possible, 
make improvements in his methods of culture—his 
system of farming. 

H e may review his past labors and see if he has 
not been raising some crops that did not pay. ' W e 
have no doubt that most farmers are raising some 
crops, from year to year, that do not pay the cost 
of production, in blissful ignorance of the fact, for 
the reason that they do not keep accounts with their 
crops, and bring them to a reckoning. They con
tinue to grow certain crops, because they always 
have grown them, and their fathers did before them, 
without knowing whether they are a source of profit 
or loss to them. A n y merchant or manufacturer 
who should do business on such a loose system, or 
want of system, would soon find his effects in the 
hands of the Sheriff, and himself earnestly seeking 
employment. 

It is seldom that two farmers, even in the same 
neighborhood, can pursue the same system of crop-
| ping with profit, owing to a difference in soils. Ono 
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may have a moist, heavy soil, on which oats, barley, 
grass, and similar crops will flourish, and the other 

a light, dry soil, better adapted to potatoes, Indian 

corn, &c. Farmers should study their soils care

fully, and ascertain what crops they are best adapted 
to. N o w is the time to do it—when work is not 

crowding—wrien every day's labor is not requiring 

the undivided attention, leaving no time for retro

spective or prospective thought. 

The farmer who improves the winter's leisure in 

gathering information—in thinking, planning, and 

resolving, will, in his prosperous career, leave far 
behind, him who neglects to improve his mind, and 

who never looks ahead. 

SHOCKING CORN. 

E D I T O R S F A R M E R : — I shall be happy through the 

columns of your new monthly to revive and discuss 
with a writer from Northumberland, Pennsylvania, 

the best methods, old or new, of harvesting and 
saving the corn crop. In m y communication in the 

September number of the old OeneseeFarmer I simply 

suggested some general principles upon which to 

base operations in this line of work, and in what 

Mr. S. has said in reply I fail to see any answer to 
m y positions or any better mode proposed. In fact 

I do not see that he even attempts to offer any argu

ments vs. m y theory, only that 'tis old, saying if w e 

had had it twenty years ago, & c, to all of which I 
will, simply say that when w e arrive at a point 
where men are born educated farmers then it will 

cease to be necessary for them to learn. But while 

we continue to be born in ignorance, I think that 
valuable information will not become obsplete. In 

conclusion then let m e say, I did not intend to give 

more than the form, and order, or style in which to 

do this work, and to make it profitable and econo

mical in time, and saving of the crop, which I am 

satisfied will gain both, far better than the style Mr. 

S. has given. ' Then there are other advantages in 

m y style over his, which I shall be happy to give 

you at a future time if Mr. S. will respond. I like 

variety, not for its sake alone, but because by it we 

learn, and it then really becomes the spice of life. 

Yours truly, 
JUNIUS. 

December, 1865. 
• l»> • 

B R U I S E S A M > FELONS.—Hot, freBh-made brine, 
will relieve a bruise or a felon. The sooner applied 
the better. Keep using it three or four times a day, 

until the soreness is all removed. 

A P A R M E R returning home in his wagon, after 
delivering a load of corn, is a more certain sign of 
national prosperity, than a nobleman riding in his 
chariot to the opem.—Germant<ncn Ttlegraph. 

INSURANCE OF FARM BUILDINGS. 

W E are confident that too many farmers neglect 
to insure their buildings. In cities and towns the 

man who does not insure his property is the excep

tion and is generally considered improvident. It is 
true that farm buildings are less liable to be destroyed 

by fire than those in cities, but it is equally true that 
when once on fire there is but very little hope of 
saving them. A careless smoker, throwing his un-

burned but fired tobacco upon a bunch of hay or 

straw, the dropping of a candle, the explosion of a 
lamp, have caused the destruction of many barns 

and sheds containing not only the hay and grain of 

a whole season's labor, but valuable animals, and 

the choicest of the farm machinery. Many a house 
has been burned from explosions of kerosene lamps, 
and from careless use of matches among children. 

It is useless to enumerate all the chances of disas
trous fires, even in the country, where also incen
diarism is not unknown. 

It is the duty of the provident farmer to take all 
possible precautions against loss by the great devour

ing element, for he has no steam fire engines and 

finely organized fire department to work against its 
ravages. A few buckets of water thrown by his 

own hands, or, possibly, the aid of a few neighbors 
is all that he has to oppose it. 

W e have no particular insurance company to 
name in this connection, nor is this item suggested 

by any agent or person connected with an insurance 
company. W e merely write it because we wish to 

awaken our readers, who have no insurance upon 

their property, to a realizing sense that it is better 
to pay a small tax, annually, to a reliable organiza
tion of this kind, which in case of fire will step in 
and bear the loss, than to withhold it from parsi

monious motives and, possibly, in a single night be 
stripped of one half their worldly possessions.— 
Prairie Farmer. 

BEST VARIETIES OF FOWLS.—The Scottish Farmer 

gives the following estimates as to the value of 

several varieties of fowls: 

For chickens for the table—Nothing like the Dor

kings. 
For size of egg—Nothing equal to the Spanish; 

but they do not lay very regularly. 

For number of eggs—Nothing like the Hamburghs, 

but the size of egg is small compared to the Spanish. 

The Hamburghs lay about eleven months in the 

year, and never sit. 
For eggs during very hard frost and snow—There 

are nothing like Brahmas. Hard weather does not 
seem to affect them, and they always look well and 

" saucy-like," let the cold be ever so severe. 

THE creative power of manure multiplies {its 

value many times. 
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NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY S. W. 

THEN AND NOW. 

THE early settlement of Seneca county was in the 
day of small things, before canals and railroads 
were born. After the farmers had subdued the im
mense forest and began to have surplus products to 
sell, the prices were naught. I have seen the plump
est of wheat sold at 31 cents a bushel, pork at $2 
the 100, in the dressed hog, dressed chickens at six 
cents each, and good roll butter at eight cents a pound. 
Next to wheat, oats were the only cash crop, as they 
were in demand for the numerous stage horses, and 
the great number of Canistoga six-horse teams and 
movers teams that then thronged the great western 

turnpike road. Every farmer and farmer's wife in 
those days dressed in the family home-spun, save 
now and then a cambric or calico dress bought by 
the toiling matron with the avails of many churn-
rags. Of course they had to dispense with nearly 
all imported luxuries, crust coffee, except at harvest 
time, and then coffee without sugar among the Ger
mans. A m o n g the Yankees a quarter of a pound 
of skin tea was the maximum, and then the woman 
often said she wanted it only for company (visitors.) 
But all that is changed now, and the farmer's daugh
ter talks more of music and a piano, than of the 
spinning wheel, now obsolete and gone. Instead of 
a few groceries sold at the dry goods stores as of old, 
there are now more grocery than dry goods stores; 
and the latter are a long range of deep and showy 
marts of fashion, compared with the little shops 
where tea, molasses and whisky were kept, cheek 
by jowl with calico and cambric. More pounds of 
tea, coffee and sugar are sold now to farmers in a 
day, than the same number of farmers would buy in 
three months forty-five years ago. Since that time 
our rural population have colonized nearly as much 
as they have increased, as Michigan and the west 
can testify. But the late and present enormous 
prices of agricultural products tell the story w h y 

farmers are more luxurious in their living than they 
were in the early day of low prices and small things. 
Wheat $2.50 per bushel, corn a dollar, slaughtered 
hogs 16 cents a pound., butter 44 cents, chickens 18 
cents, and fresh beef still dearer. Within the last 
month flour has declined more than a dollar per barrel 
in N e w York, while the miljcrs here have advanced 
the price fifty c m a a barrel. Their excuse is, that 
the farmers will not sell their wheat even at the 
N e w York quoted prices, and the bread eaters must 
pay the extortion. 

A GREAT CORN CROP. 
Jos. W R I G H T has just done husking his great crop 

of dent corn; he has grown nearly two thousand 
bushels of ears on twelve acres, and what must ap

pear strange even to those farmers w h o are not 
slovenly, yon could not find a soft ear in the whole 
field. The ears were from sixteen to twenty round, 
many of which shelled a heaped pint. H e has 
grown this corn the past eight seasons with entire 
success, and having found by experiment that it 
yields one-third more than flint corn with the same 
tillage, he now imports his seed from Illinois every 
year and will evermore eschew the flint varieties. 
Such success in corn growing in Western N e w York 
may seem strange to a farmer w h o never planted or 
manured a well underdrained field, and w h o in con

sequence has soft ears enough in his crop of the 
little eight rowed to keep his fatting hogs through 

the fall months. 

HOW MUCH PORK FOR A BUSHEL OF CORN. 

It is said that a bushel of corn will make ten 
pounds of pork, and if the corn is ground and 

cooked it will make one-third more, particularly if 
fed warm. A n experienced farmer says, if you boil 
the corn until it cracks open, and feed both corn and 
the water it is boiled in, it will do as well as boiled 
meal, thus saving toll and the expense of going to 
the mill. 

HORSE CHESTNUT. 

Aesculus Hippocastanum. Although this tree is, 
not valuable as constructive timber, it is of very 
rapid and beautiful growth, makes a capital shade 
and one of the quickest and best of screens for an 
exposed location, when planted thickly in a row for 
that purpose j its foliage and flowers are of great 
beauty, and its fallen leaves, large and bright as they 
are, will be eagerly devoured by cattle long after 
other deciduous leaves are decayed and inedible. 

The nuts of the horse-chestnut vegetate very quickly, 
sending strong roots into the ground, and a plant 
three feet high the first season on a fertile mellow 
soil. Unlike the Spanish Chestnut it will grow more 
rapidly on a tenacious than on a light sandy loam. 

CLOVER HAT. 

W h y is it that farmers almost invariably neglect 
to cut and cure clover in the bloom, before the blos
som has dried up and decayed ? I cut a small patch 

of clover on the 20th of June and cured it in cocks. 

It took three days, and then a light sifting of air-
slacked lime was applied to it to absorb moisture. 
But it was as much better than the clover hay I 

have since bought, as green tea is better than huckle
berry leaves, if a cow's testimony may be taken in 
the premises. 
Waterloo, N. T. 

M E A D O W S should be cleaned of all bushes, rocks 
stones, and other rubbish which may interfere with 
the mowing machine during the operations a 
another Beason. 
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THE HONEY BEE. 

Within the past year I have received numerous 
letters from various persons, all of them professing 
to be bee keepers, or else wishing to become such; 
I have also had numberless visitors to m y apiary, 
w h o came for the purpose of obtaining information 
as to m y mode of management. From m y observa
tion of all these sources, I hin led to the opinion 
that even among intelligent, well informed people, 
there is great ignorance of the natural history of 
the bee, and also with regard to the discoveries and 
improvements in bee keeping which have been 
made within the last twenty-five years. 

It has been well observed, " study the theory if 
you would not be a bungler,-—for practice is nothing 
but applied theory." W h e n a m a n tells m e " he 
doubts if there is such a thing as a queen bee, but 
rather thinks every worker raises a few young ones 
in the season for it," I a m not surprised to hear that 
though he " has kept bees twenty years, he never 
had luck with them, and thinks the country too 

much settled up for bees to do well." If another, 
several steps farther advanced in the knowledge of 
the subject, " does riot know w h o D Z R I E Z O N is, or 
what his theory is, and doubts very much if it is 
right to make artificial swarms, because it is con
trary to notions," I a m sure that before he succeeds 
in the business he must " study the theory." 

There used to be an excuse for erroneous opinions 
and inadequate knowledge concerning this insect, 
for its habits and history were surrounded by mys
tery and superstition; and no amount of study and 
observation could penetrate into hives which were 

as a sealed book to all. 
This day has however long gone by, and now all 

the principal and essential facts respecting the bee, 

are as well understood as any other branch of 
natural history; and the means of acquiring this 
knowledge are within the reach of all. 

Throughout the Western States a vast source of 

wealth lies neglected. In all this region honey pro-. 
ducing trees and plants abound. From the first 
blossoms of the willow in the Spring, comes, a suc
cession of them, only closing with the brilliant 

asters and golden rod, which last until frost; many 
of them being unknown farther east. Our soil also 
is admirably adapted to the cultivation of the rape, 

mustard, borage, buckwheat and Sweedish white 
clover, plants all rich in heney. The reports of the 
yield obtained from colonies of bees in a single sea
son when properly managed, certainly ought to 

convince all that this is one of the most profitable 
branches of horticulture when well understood., 

I have thought that a narrative of the advances 
made both in theoretical and practical bee keeping 

in Germany and this country, with a plain state

ment of the main facts as now admitted by all 
apiarians and upon which all bee keeping must bo 
based to be successful, would be a profitable intro
duction to some hints as to the best way of keeping 
bees, so that they will every year, whatever the sea
son, yield a rich return for the care bestowed on 
them. The business requires but little capital and 

so little strength, that it may be made an agreeable 
recreation for the m a n of toil and a most remunera
tive employment for women and invalids. 

D Z R I E Z O N , of Germany, some twenty-five years 
ago propounded a new theory regarding bees, con
firming many things set down as facts by H U B E R , 
yet differing from that wonderful man, in some im
portant particulars. So far as his views were novel, 
they were deduced from his own observations dur

ing a life time of experience. 
Some of the ablest natural historians and practical! 

bee keepers differed from his theory, and a vigorous. 
strife was waged on controverted points. TiieGer-v 

m a n Bienenzeitung, or bee journal, was made the' 
medium of the controversy, which did not cease 

until the Italian bee was successful^ introduced 
into Germany. This distinct spceies of'the insoeS1 

furnished the means of conclusively settling disputed: 

points, and DZR E E Z O N ' S theory was triumphantly 

sustained; his enemies becoming his wannest 

friends. 
A few naturalists who. held out longer, were 

obliged next to yield,, overwhelmed with evidence, 
and now there is neither doubt nor cavil respecting 
the important points, of this theory—it being accepted 
by all as beyond, dispute. 

In a scientific point of view, this subject is full 
of interest. The laws of instinct which govern 
these wonderful little insects, are like those of all 
other animated things, peculiar to themselves, differ
ing from those which govern anything else. They 
are simple and when well understood, one can 
manage bees in almost any way he pleases, so long • 
$S he does not go counter to their instinct; but they 

are fixed and immutable, and when we deviate from 
them in the slightest particular, w e are sure to -
repent of it, for loss must follow. W e must study 
the theory then, before we. can rightly apply the 

practice.—Cor. Prairie Farmer.. 
H^D»-»-

M A N U R I N G T R E E S . — N O W is a good time to put: 

some manure round your fruit trees. The early • 
spring rains will carry the soluble elements into tha' 
soil and cause them to start with fresh vigor, im, 
early spring and summer. Apple trees will send 
out their roots a great distance for food. W e recently 
cut off roots a distance of forty feet from an apple 
tree. Thus a single tree may extend its roots across 
the diameter of a circle two hundred and fifty feet 
in circumference. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



14 THE AMERICAN F 

THE CATTLE PLAGUE AND THE PRICE 
OF MEAT IN ENGLAND. 

The maintenance of the present extravagant pri
ces of meat seems a curious anamoly in a population 
like that of London, where all classes have daily 
access to the various facts that should influence the 
state of the markets for the necessaries of life. Every 
family in the metropolis, and also in most of our 
principal towns, is now patiently submitting to an 
extra charge for all the animal food they consume, 
ranging at least from Id. to 8d. per lb., and in many 
cases expariencing serious privation on pretext of 
scarcity, which can be shown by official statements, 
not only not to exist, but to be the very reverse of the 
fact.. It is ascertained that the number of cattlethat 

have perished from the disease, or been slaughtered 
as a precaution, from the date of the recognized 
commencement of the rinderpest, has been about 
16,000; while, on the other hand, the excess of im
portations of living animals during the first nine 
months of the present year, comparea with the same 
period of last year, has been as follows:—Oxen, 
bulls, and cows, 46,576; calves, 4,666; sheep and 
lambs, 184.891; and swine and hogs, 32,662. Thus 
of cattle alone there has been an extra supply of ex
actly three times the amount that have been sacri
ficed through the plague. A n d even this circum
stance indicates only in a slight degreo the prepos
terous nature of the exactions now prevelant in the 
trade, since there can be little doubt that the decrease 
in consumption which has been consequent on the 
existing prices, has actually lessened the demand by 
far more than the whole number of animals thus 
lost. It is also to be noticed, that large as has been 
the number of animals imported this year, as com
pared with last, the excess has ben very much great
er as compared with 1863. Under these circumstan-
.ces it is evident the public will have only themselves 

.to blame if they permit the current charges any longer 
to be imposedupon them. If the graziers and butch
ers, could have carried their point by stimulating 
the first alarm to the desired hight, so as to induce 
the Government to enter upon the folly of ordering 
not only an indiscriminate slaughter of all animals 

attacked, but of totally prohibiting the introduction 
of any further foreign supply, they would doubtless 
have had the advantage of a period during which 
the population must have been compelled to take 
their choice of starving or of paying any prices ex
acted ; but w e are, happily, not m this position, and 
the exercise of a little firmness and intelligence is all 
that is required to place the matter forthwith on a 
proper footing.—Foreign Paper. 

• » • 

UNLEACHED ASJJES AS A MANURE. 
Unleached ashes, in m y humble opinion, are of 

Sir moro value than many people imagine. I have 
used ashes as a manure every year since I com
menced farming,, and so satisfied a m I of their 

fertilizing value, that I would not sell a bushel for 
twice or thrice the price paid for them at the ash-
eries. I will give a little, of m y experience in the 
use of them as a fertilizer, as the best I can say in 
their favor. The greatest increase caused by the 
use of them that I have known, by actual measure, 
was on potatoes, used as a top-dressing in the year 
1846. After dressing m y corn with ashes that year, 
I had one bushel left, which I put on eight rows of 
potatoes, which yielded, at digging time, one bushel 
more to the row than any other rows in the field. 
It was a sod land, turned over in the sprang and 
planted without manure of any kkid. I have no 
doubt that tho one bushel of ashes increased m y 
crop of potatoes eight bushels. The rows were 
about fourteen rods long. 
For corn, I think ashes and plaster, mixed at the 

rate of two parts of ashes and one of plaster, and a 
small handful of the mixture put into each hill, is 
the best way to use them. This mixture I prefer to 
either, alone or both, used as a top-dressing. I 
think it has made one-half difference in the value 
of a piece of corn, judging from one row left with
out the ashes and plaster, not from actual measure
ment. It was on ground without manure of any 
other kind. Ashes alone, as a top-dressing, are very 
beneficial to corn. After it has come up, I find 
where I have used it so, the stalks are larger and 
taller, the ears longer and better filled out, and the 
corn sounder and some earlier. 

On grass, such as meadow, if it has run out, so 
that it yields but light crops, a dressing of ashes, 
fifteen or twenty bushels to the acre, has increased 
the crop of hay two, three, or even four-fold, and, 
for several years after, good crops of grass have 
been obtained. 
I have never used ashes on wet land, nor with 

any other manure except plaster.—I. R A N D A L L , in 
Wisconsin Farmer. 

•• » * » 

HOW TO CUT AND TRIM PORK. 
The following directions, says tho Baltimore Sun, 

may be found useful at the killing season: 
Have the hog laid on his back on a stout table. 

Clean the carcase of the leaf fat. Take off the feet 
at the ankle joints. Cut the head off close to the 
shoulders, separating the jowl from the skull, and 
open the skull lengthwise on the under side, so as to 
remove the brains fully. Remove the backbone in 
its whole length, and with a sharp knife cut off the 
skin—then the fat, leaving only about one inch of 
fat on the spinal column. The middlings or sides 
are now cut from between the quarters, leaving the 
shoulders square shaped, and the h a m pointed, or it 
may be rounded to suit your fancy. The ribs are 
next removed, partially or entirely from the sides. 
The trimmings or fat from the hams, and flabby 
parts of the sides, are rendered up with the back
bone strips for lard. The sausago meat is cut off 
from the leaf fat and ribs; and other lean pieces are 
used for the same purpose. The thick part of the 
backbone that lies between the shoulders is called 
the chine; it is cut from the tapering bony end, and 
the latter part called the backbone by way of dis
tinction. The backbone should be used while fresh: the chine is better after being smoked. 
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THE CUINEA FOWL—ITS VALUE AND 
USEFULNESS. 

VTRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY C. N. BEMENT. 

F R O M the earliest to the present time, but few 

farmers have patronized the Guinea Fowl, and 
wherever found on the farmer's premises, their own
ers seem to speak of them in the spirit of ignor

ance, which actuated Barnaby Googe when he men
tioned them some three centuries ago, as the " out
landish birds called Ginny Cocks." This neglect 
w e consider veiy undeserved, for they are of all 

known birds perhaps the most prolific layers ot ex
cellent eggs. W e e k after week and month after 
month, sees no, or vcry.rare intermission of the 
daily deposit. Even the process of moulting is 

sometimes insufficient to draw off the nutriment the 
creature takes to make feathers instead of eggs, and 
the poor thing will sometimes go about half naked 
in the chilly autumnal months, like a fowl that had 
escaped from the cook to avoid a preparation for 
the spit; unable to refrain from its diurnal visit to 
the nest, and consequently unable to furnish itself 

with its winter clothing. As the body of a good 
cow is a distillery for converting all sorts of herbage 
into milk, and nothing else, or as little else as possi
ble, so the body of the Guinea Hen is a most ad
mirable machine for producing eggs out of insects, 
vegetables, grain, garbage, or whatever an omniver-
ous creature can lay hold of. 

" I have been informed," says Buffon, " that it is 
wild in the Isle of France, and there lays ten or 
twelve eggs on the ground, in the woods ; whereas, 
those that are domestic in St. Domingo, seek the 
hedges and bushes to deposit their eggs, laying 100 
or 150, provided that one be left constantly in the 
nest." These eggs are smaller in proportion than 
those of an ordinary hen, and their shell is much 
harder, and though small, are well flavored and nu

merous. 
"The Pintado (Guinea) Cock," Dampier says, 

" breeds also with the common hen, but is a kind of 

artificial union which requires attention to bring 
about. They must be bred together from their in
fancy, and the hybridous intercouse gives birth to a 
bastard progeny, and of an imperfect structure, and 
disavowed, as it were, by nature. Their eggs are 

destitute of the prolific power, and the race is ex

tinguished in the death of the individuals." 

W e have heard complaints of " bad " that is un

fertile eggs, which are laid by Guinea hens, but this 
only seems because those w h o keep them are prob

ably ignorant of the fact that they pair like pigeons, 

and that very rarely indeed does the male bird prove 

unfaithful to his mate. This is no drawback upon 

their being kept for the purpose of profit, since the 
male of the second year is excellent as a table bird, 

and should be slaughtered in the spring to make 
room for a youthful successor. 

Whatever number of Guinea fowls are kept, there 
should be an equal number of each sex, for as w e 
have already stated, they pair like pigeons. The 
desirability of having the males and hens in similar 
numbers, renders the inquiry important—how to 
distinguish the one from the other? 
There is but one unerring characteristic, namely: 

the hen only utters the well-known cry of " come
back." The note, or wail, for it is mournful, of the 

male bird, is totally different. H e has only the 
harsh shrill cry of alarm, which, however, is also 
common to the female. H e has a somewhat larger 
wattles than his mate, and runs on tiptoe, with a 
mincing gait, which the hen never imitates; but her 

" come-back " cry is the only unmistakeable mark 
of distinction. 
The Guinea hen is. an exceedingly noisy bird and 

for this reason, some have termed it gallus clamorous. 
Its cry is sharp, and by its continuance, becomes so 
annoying and troublesome, that though their flesh is 
very tender and delicate, and much superior to that 
of the ordinary poultry, most of the American farm 
ers have given up breeding them. 
They are very prolific layers, as before stated, and' 

very uncontrollable in the selection of their nests. 
By this propensity, they occasion some inconveni
ence ; but it has been aptly asked—" What does-it 
matter whether you get one egg a day or seven at 

the end of the week ?" Besides, nest hunting is • 
good fun for the young folks, and sometimes for the 
master or mistress, too. 
The hen usually selects the dry bank and behind 

some dense bush, often a cluster of current bushes, 
as the place for the nest; and when the eggs are 
taken from it, she never, in our experience, was ever 
known to visit the same nest again. To prevent 
this desertion, and yet to obtain their eggs for use, it 
is a good plan to have a dozen or two porcelain eggs, 
and to substitute one of these for each Guinea fowl 
egg as it is taken from the nest. 

W h e n the Guinea hen's nest cannot be discovered, 
it is a good plan to watch her and her mate, and if 
he is found alone, it is tolerable evidence that har 
nest is not far off from him; and it is reduced to a 

certainty if he becomes anxious and clamorous 
when any one approaches. In some instances, the 
hen sits upon her eggs thus deposited, and when 
this is the case, she usually brings off a large brood. 
W e once knew an instance of twenty-one chicks 

being thus produced, but Mr, Dixon heard of as 
many as thirty-two: and in ono instance, he knew 

of twenty-two being reared. 
Twenty-eight days is the usual time required for 

hatching; but one or two days more frequently 

elapse before the whole brood have merged from the 
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shell^jpuring the incubating time, the hen should 

be disturbed as little as possible; but so soon as 

hatching is completed, both she and her progeny 

should be immediately transferred to a coop, for the 

young ones, like those of the partridge, are at once 

capable of traveling; and, as she has no maternal 

discretion, she would, if at liberty, speedily kill them 

by excess of exercise. The best mode of hatching 

Guinea hen's eggs is to place them under a game or 

a bantam, for these are the best of mothers. Seven 

eggs under the latter, or thirteen under the former, 

will be a sufficient allotment. 

It is almost hopeless to endeavor to establish 

Guinea fowls by purchasing full grown birds. 

Naturally wild and timid, no sooner are they turned 

loose in the place they are wished to adopt as their 

new abode, than they seize the first upportunity to 

be off, in the vain attempt to regain their old home. 

In most instances they are thus lost, or if retained, 

are not productive the first season, and ever after

wards are shy and unsubdued, even by the kindest 

treatment. Such are the usua. consequences, and 

the exceptions are very few. 

The best course to pursue for obtaining a stock of 

Guinea fowls is to procure a sitting of eggs, from 

some friend or neighbor, on w h o m you can depend 

for their freshness, and also, if possible, from a place 

where only a single pair is kept. 

Guinea Fowls thus reared, become attached to the 

.of those times being just before roosting, they will 

[return punctually like other domestic fowls, though 

unlike those, they may take wide ranges during the 

•day time. This habitual return, as evening ap

proaches, is essential to their preservation; for 

•although in summer, they would thrive well, roost

ing at night in trees, yet in winter, they would be 

skilled by.lhe severe cold. 

W h e n fed at night, they should be watched and 

gently urged into the fowl house or shed, and they 

will there amicably roost with its other tenants, , 

although we prefer giving both to the Guinea fowls 

and -turkeys each a separate sleeping apartment. 

Their roosts need not be so near the ground as those 

for the poultry, because they are their superior in 

flying; but there is no advantage in placing them 

far from the floor, except, if warmly roofed, that the 

upper part of the house is warmer. If the house is 

a warm one, which it should be, especially for 

Guinea fowls, this reason for elevated roofing does 

not require consideration; and we can bear testi

mony unreserved, that low perching is preferable for 

all fowls. 

The principal objection to keeping Guinea fowls 

is their continuous clamor for " Buckwheat," " Buck

wheat," and its incessant cry of " come back," 

" come back," and even this again has its advanta

ges, invariably predicting a change of weather, as

hy their continued clamor and watchful nature, they 

are useful in protecting the other poultry from the 

hovering hawk, for which reason, if no .other, a few 

should be kept. 

Poughkeepsie, Dec., 1865. 

• -*«»•-• 

Pear Trees, Blossoming in the Fall. 

MESSKS. EDITORS.—I have a dwarf pear tree, of the 

Bartlett variety, which, on the tenth day of November, 

of this year, was out in full bloom from top to bottom. 

It is about seven years old, and a good size. This, to 

some superstitious persons, would seem to betoken 

evil, bad luck, a sign of sickness or death. I, however, 

attribute it to a sap pressed growth during the fore 

part of the season, caused by transplanting this Spring. 

I have another of a difterent feort which had three 

bunches at the same time, perhaps from the same cause. 

This is not the only case of the kind, as I see in the 

Agricultural papers that different trees in different 

localities have shown the same disposition to put forth 

buds and flowers in the fall instead of Spring. All I 

am sorry for is, that I shall have to wait a year longer 

before I can eat pears of this tree. D. TV. SAMPSEL. 

Northumberland. 
• •-wra^o 

A B O U T FIELD M I C E O E M E A D O W MOI.ES.—The field 

mice or meadow moles appear to be very abundant this 

season, aud it behooves us all to protect our trees from 

, . .„ „ ,, „ . , ̂  u , .. , their depredations the best we can. I have lost more 
place, and if frequently fed, at stated times, and one » , . , , . . . . ,, 
. . . .. . . .. rvalnable fruit trees by the mice girdling them, than by 

all other causes put together. One of m y remedies is 

to wrap the trees around the eollcr, as close to the 

ground as possible, aud for about a foot up the stem, 

with tar paper. I take common rag paper—any paper 

that is strong enough will do—and paint it well with 

gas tar. When it is a little dried, I roll a half sheet 

around the tree, at the grouqd, and tie it there with a 

piece of String or bass bark. The mice will never eat 

the tar paper, or injure the trees unless they get below 

or above the paper. This is the cheapest, the most ea-

ily applied, and the most effectual preventive that I 

have ever tried. Allow me to caution your readers 

again at putting the tar on the tree itself, as some have 

recommended. The remedy would bo worse than the 

disease But the tar applied to the paper and that 

wrapped round tho tree, will never do any injury. The 

paper will last many years if taken earo of. Nothing 

but the heavy frozen snow seems to hurt it, and that 

does sometimes by crushing it down. Rain, and sun, 

and wind, seem to have no effect on it. I have some 

which I have had throwing round, and laying about sev

en or eight years, and apparently as good as ever. It 

will not wear or rot out if it does not get torn.—J. S. 

SORGHO SEED.—A portion of tho seed purchased in 

China by the agent of the department of agriculture at 

Washington, has been received. Two lots shipped 

from Shanghae in May last have not yet come to bond. 
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CHLORIDE OF LIME FOR VERMIN. 
A correspondent of the London Builder writes: 
Some years ago I read in a French scientific 

periodical, that chloride of lime would rid a house 
of all these nuisances. I treasured up the iaforma-
tion until opportunity offered for testing its value,-
and this occurred some four years since. I took an 
old country house infested with rats, mice and flies; 
I stuffed every rat and mouse-hole with the chloride. 
I threw it on the quarry floors of the dairy and 
cellars. I kept saucers of it under the chests of 
drawers, or some other convenient piece of furniture, 
in every nursery, bed, or dressing-room. A n orna
mental glass vase held a quantity at the foot of each 
staircase. Stables, cow-sheds, pigsties, all had their 
dose, and the result was glorious. 
I thoroughly routed m y enemies, and if the rats, 

more impudent than all the rest, did make renewed 
attacks upon the dairy in about twelve months, 
when proBably, from repeated cleansing and flush
ing, all traces of the chloride had vanished, a hand
ful of fresh again routed them and left m e master 
of m y own premises. 
Last year was a great one for wasps ; they 

wouldn't face the chloride; though in the dining-
room, in which w e had none—as its smell, to m e 
most refreshing and wholesome, is not approved by 
all persons—we had a perpetual warfare. And all 
this comfort for eight-pence! Only let housewives 
beware that they place not the chloride in their 
ohina pantries, or in close proximity to bright steel 
wares, or the result will be that their gilded china 
will be reduced to piain, and their bright steel 
fenders to rusty iron, in no time. 

WINTER MANAGEMENT OF COWS. 
As a general rule, the feeding of grain is not cus

tomary during winter. Some grain is often fed, 
however, for a short time before and after calving. 
Mr. G E O R G E W I L L I A M S fed Indian corn and oats, 
ground together in equal proportions, at this time, 
but thought Indian corn not a healthy feeding mate
rial until after the calf is dropped, so that he would 
feed little if any until then. Some feed grain in 
summer, but not many; in private dairies, the cows 
have the whey often to themselves, and it is fre
quently fe*d on shorts or bran; where the whey re
mains at the factories, however, the cows have to do 
without. As already stated, Mr. W I L L I A M S raises 
considerable corn-fodder, sowing it as early as pos
sible, and then at intervals of a fortnight. The 
effect of this fodder was immediately traceable, he 
said, in the milk, both as to quality and quantity, 
but in the former respect more than in the latter. 
A m o n g our visits was also one at the Utica 

Lunatic Asylum, whose energetic aud accomplished 
Superintendent, Dr. J O H N P. G R A Y , devotes great 
attention to the management of the farm—particu

larly of the cows, which furnish milk for the six or 
eight hundred patients he generally has in charge. 

Year. 

1862 

No. of Cows. 

23 
33 
31 
30 
38 

Yield in 
Quarts. 

63,678 
61,921 
70,279 
72,140 
97,3-20 

Average per 
Cow—Quarts. 

2,764 
2,692 

2,949 

W e obtained from the steward's records of this 
Institution, the foregoing figures as to the quantity 
of milk made, which shows an average annual 
yield, per cow, w e think, very rarely excelled. T o 
arrive at these averages, however, w e take the whole 
number of cows kept, not the average number in milk. 
Thus, at the time of our visit in June, there were 
28 cows on the place, but only 21 of them in milk. 
It will be observed that the average yield of milk 

per cow was raised, in 1862, more than 500 quarts 
upon the preceding year, and fully 400 quartz upon 
the average of the four previous years included in 
the steward's records. This increase was mainly 
owing to the cooking by steam of the winter feed. 
From early in autumn until green food is plenty, in 
May, say for full seven months, the following system 
is adopted:—At about 5 A. M. hay is distributed to 
them ; the stable is then cleaned out. Water wanned 
by the steam engine of the establishment is brought 
to the barn, with which the udder is washed pre
vious to milking. They are then milked, and after 
breakfast receive a little more hay. The steamed 
food, which forms the next meal, is thus prepared: 
there are two sheet-iron cans, each containing per
haps 20 bushels; they are filled with roots, scraped 
to remove the dirt adhering to them, and covered 
on top with three or four inches deep of meal, tho 
whole depth of the can being 5 feet. Waste steam 
is admitted at the bottom, and the cooking process 
continued about 4 hours, or perhaps from Si to 4 or 
5 hours, the latter if the steam is low. B y this time 
the whole is thoroughly cooked into a pulpy mass. 
It is then taken out and put into a box on truck 
wheels, in which it is mixed with about one-third 
its bulk of middhngs and shorts. The shorts are in 
the proportion of twice the quantity of middlings. 
After mixing, three-quarters of a bushel of the 
whole is given per head. The main dependance in 
roots is the beet, but carrots are also used in con
siderable quantity; ruta bagas are found to affect 
the milk. Beets are preferred to carrots, but cows 
are found to like an occasional change, for the sake 
of variety. The long blood beet is the variety 
selected as best. The cows are salted three times a 
week; but it is common w e believe, with m a n y 
dairy farmers, to keep salt constantly before them. 
— L . H. T. in Rural Affairs. 

A D V E R S I T Y has ever been considered, as the state 
in which a manmost easily becomes acquainted with 
himself particularly, being free from flatterers. 
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COTTAGE BE 
W B take pleasure in giving the above cut and 

accompanying ground plan for a Cottage residence 
from Downing & Vaux's Villas and Cottages. 

The design illustrates a cottage residence built for 
Mr. Wright, of Goshen. The whole building is 
under one roof, and the kitchen is so placed that its 
contiguity to the principal rooms does not interfere 
with the privacy that properly belongs to the apart

ments in constant use by the family. 

A porch of brick, communicating by arched open

ings, with verandahs on each side of it, forms the 
principal entrance, and opens on to a hall 8 by 15 
feet six inches. This porch is so arranged that the 
arched openings at the sides can be closed with 
glazed frames in winter, and the central opening 
fitted with a frame and door, thus making a double 
hall, that is a great advantage in severe weather, as 
it prevents the ingress of a draught of cold air when
ever the front door is opened, and offers a protection 
from storm to visitors while waiting for the servant 

to attend to the bell 

The parlor and dining-room open from the hall by 
doors opposite each other. The parlor has a bay-

window and a door opening on to a small private 

SIDENOE. 

verandah that is not overlooked by any one approach
ing the house. The dining-room is 15 0 by 18 6. 
A pantry between the kitchen and dining-room 

communicates with both; and by this means conve
nience of access, without loss of privacy, is secured. 

A store-room for the kitchen is also supplied in thi« 
little outbuilding, aud also a sink-room; this latter. 
having two small windows on opposite sides, is well 
ventilated, and renders the kitchen a much more 
pleasant apartment for servants to live in, as it re
lieves it of the most disagreeable part of the work. 
The kitchen is 12 0 by 15 6, and has a door close to 
the back entrance and to the cellar stairs. If pre
ferred, this back entrance might be shut off entirely 
from the principal staircase by a door across the hall 
on the same line as the cellar door, thus disconnect 
ing the kitchen still more completely; but it is not 

shown so on the plan. 
The staircase hall is entered from the main hall, 

and communicates with a bedroom, 12 by 14, on the 
principal floor. In this design, in the event of an 
entertainment, the rear entrance should be used by 
visitors; the bedroom would thus be close at hand, 
and could be used as a cloak-room, while the parlor 
and dining-room would make one suite with the 

front hall and porch, the doors of communication 

being thrown open. 

The chamber plan contains four bedrooms and a 

small study or sewing-room, 8 by 11, openin^-by 

glazed doors on to a balcony over the porch. A 
flat of this sort offers a good opportunity to the 
ladies of the house to cultivate flowers in pots with 

little trouble, and when thus used, it is a useful and 

agreeable accessory. 
The plan of the roof of this house will illustrate 

the general arrangement that experience seems to 

show is the most desirable for the roofs of country 
houses exposed to a climate so peculiar as that of 

these Northern States. 
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ATTRACTION OF THE SOIL. 

THERE is some good information on this subject in 

the following from The Rural World, which com

ments as follows: " There are some things in this 

world that have attraction for each other. The 

number is not small. For instance, clay has an 

attraction for ammonia. If you expose it to the air 

fresh from the soil, the ammonia of the atmosphere 

which comes in contact with it, will be taken up by 

the clay, and kept there—kept forever till the roots 

of plants take it up. In order to facilitate this feed

ing of the clay with this important element ammo

nia, which contains nitrogen, the one great fertili

zing principle—it must be exposed, that is, stirred, 

thrown to the air by the plow, and changed and 

newly-exposed by the cultivator and harrow. This 

is what an old author calls manuring; and he is 

right, for it is really manuring—adding ammonia to 

the soil. Lime has » similar effect of attraction. 

Now, as there is little or no ground that has not 

clay or lime, the great advantage of enriching soil 

in this way is evident. Not only that, 'the ground 

is made moister in dry weather. Break up a hard, 

cracked soil, and the air circulating through it will 

moisten it, so that the lumps are readily powdered 

after a few workings—or at least to a great extent— 

and wholly reduced after a shower—in fact fall apart 

of themselves. The nearer a city or a barn-yard, 

the more will the soil become enriched. It has often 

been remarked that people raising vegetables near 

cities are successful with less manure than other 

people. Such ground is much worked, from neces

sity—and as the air contains more effluvia, which 

escapes from the filth of a city, the soil in its vicin

ity gets more to feed upon. Soil should not only 

be stirred, but stirred deeply, especially in the fall, 

which gives, besides the usual absorption, a chance 

for the frost to ameliorate. The benefits arising 

from stirring the Boil we see in various ways—in 

hoed crops, in summer-fallow, in the superiority of 

seeding the first and tho second years, before the 

ground, by long lying, becomes compact. Could 

our meadows be worked, as our corn fields aro, 

without injury to the grass, there would be improv

ed crops. But this should always be understood, 

that soil stirred must have a large share of lime or 

clay, or a mixture of tho two ; otherwise, there is 

little or no effect. Soil even may be hurt in such a 

case, if worked in hot, dry weather, as the fertility 

in it is not sufficiently held to be retained, but will 

escape. This is the case with sand. The more 

sand, therefore, the more susceptible of escaping. 

Our soil is a (Critical thing, and requires an educat

ed eye to direct it—at least an experienced one." 

SUBSO I L sound land that is not wet. 

THE CROPS OF (865. 

THE Department of Agriculture has furnished for 

publication the following summary of the crops for 

1865, in the loyal States, as compared with other 

years: 
1865 1864. 1S63. 

Wheat bush 148,552.829 160.603,823 "9.404OS© 
Rye, bush 19.543,965 lS8T2,975 ?MS2..6Z 
Birlev, trash 11,391.285 10.633.178 "-f^'lS 
Oats, bush 225,252.295 176,690.074 ™-f®-™ 
Corn, bush 704,427,853 530.481.403 4al.967,9* 
Buckwheat, bush 13,331,019 181.70D.540 15.306.455 
Potatoes., bush 101,032,095 96,256,SSJ 100,15S,6iO 

Total bushels 1,228,501,282 1,013.429,S71 9D3.2SS.62T 
Hay, tons 23.53S.740 18,116,751 18.736.S4i 
Tobacco, lb 183,316,958 107,468,229 267.257,920 

As to quality, the crop is very deficient. The 

August report estimated the deficiency in quality.and 

quantity at 26,241,698 bushels. 'The above table 

places the decrease in quantity alone at 12,172,944 

bushels. The quality of the corn crop never was 

surpassed. That of the other crops is believed to be 

an average. ' The number of bushelB in 1865 exceed 

those of 1864 by 215,071,411. 
*-4^S.fr-« 

HOW TO MAKE MILKERS. 

No matter what breed you have, something is 

necessary to reach the highest success in raising 

good milkers. It's a great thing to have good blood, 

whether it be Ayrshire, Jersey or Short Horn grades, 

but apart from this important advantage, the coiirso 

of treatment in raising a milker is somewhat differ

ent from that in raising a beef animal, or an animal 

for labor. 

The calf should be well fed and petted while 

young. Well fed, to induce a rapid growth, so as to 

enable the heifer to come in early; petted, to make 

her gentle and fond of the presence of her keepers. 

Fondling helps to create a quiet disposition, so im

portant in v. dairy cow, and this education must 

begin when young. For a milker we would have 

the heifer come in at two years old, and if she lias 

been well kept, so as to have attained a good size, 

she is then old enough to become a cow. She will 

give more milk for coming in early. It forms the 

habit of giving milk, and habit, you know, is a sort 

of second nature. A n older bull is better. W e use 

too many young bulls. A three or four year old is 

far bettor as a stock getter than a yearling, and 

many prefer a fivo or six year old to any other. 

After the heifer has come in, let her feed be regu

lar. Clover is preferred to all others for the stall 

feed. A little oatmeal induces a large flow. Indian 

meal is rather fattening. In bad weather, give her 

a clean, airy stall.—Massachusetts Plowman. 

H 4 » K . 

MEADOWS.—Top-dress this month with any kind 

of fertilizing material. It is better to harrow in 

bone dust, guano, or home made poudrette. 
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WINTER CARE OF CATTLE. 

How many farmers there are who, towards the 

close of winter, complain of being short of lodder, 

and are compelled to purchase hay at high prices to 

carry their stock through until pasture time. I 

know from experience what this is, and find it does 

not pay. 

There are two causes and also two remedies for 

this state of things, namely, too heavy a stock, and 

too wasteful feeding. For the former, the remedy 

is obvious; for the latter, » great many farmers 

have not yet discovered a preventive, but go on in 

tho old way of feeding, in common square racks in 

the yard, either oorn fodder, straw or hay. Here is 

where the loss occurs ; and did every farmer know 

the great gain there would be in cutting up every

thing he feeds, instead of feeding it whole, there 

would be no more complaints of short fodder. I have 

tried it, and find that I can winter ten head of cat

tle, on cut fodder, now, where I only wintered five 

head, last year, and, what is more, keep them in 

better order. I use a fodder cutter (worked by hand 

or horse as the case may be) and feed in the yard in 

troughs Bix feet long, eighteen inches deep and two 

feet wide at the top, sloping to one foot at the bot

tom. M y cattle eat it up clean—hard buts, stalks 

and all; and one ordinary bundle of fodder—such 

as would be generally given to a steer at one meal 

—lasts an animal a whole day. 

Another advantage is that m y manure is all short, 

easily handled in the spring, when I heap it up un 

der the sheds, and I a m not bothered by the long 

cornstalks all through it. Cattle prefer their fodder 

cut, and will eat it more quietly. 

The same saving may be accomplished in the 

stable by cutting the hay fed to the horses, cows, 

&c. They soon learn to like it better than long hay, 

and then they can waste none. 

Let every farmer who has not tried it, and who 

has been worried to know how to get his cattle 

rightly through the winter, without buying hay, 

try this plan, and, if he does it right, he will never 

regret the outlay for the cutter. M y saving of fodder, 

in one winter, will, I think, pay for m y cutter.—Cor. 

Qermantown Telegraph, 

COLTS AT WEANING TIME. 

THE Rural World has some excellent remarks on 

this subject. Farmers should use much care with 

their colts when they take them away from their 

dams to wean them. Frequently they receive no 

extra care at this time; become poor, stunted, and, 

if they do not die outright, will be pretty sure to do 

so the following spring. Or, if they live, they never 

will attain the size or possess the game and bottom 

they would had they received better treatment after 

weaning. 

The mare has a large flow of milk—much more 

so than most people suppose, and of the richest 

quality; and it is a great loss to the colt when taken 

away from this rich supply, and a loss of flesh ,and 

costiveness, will ensue, followed by a diarrhea fre

quently, which often terminates the life of the colt. 

The colt should not be taken from the dam till at 

least six months old ; and if allowed to run longer, 

so much the better. A couple quarts of oats a day 

will be highly relished, or a sheaf of bright oats 

will come in opportunely. Good pasture should be 

given, if possible. 

A warm bran mash twice a week, to keep tha 

bowels open and healthy, is desirable. Take about 

four quarts of bran, and pour over it boiling water, 

adding a little 6alt, and when cool give it to the colt. 

The great secret of success in raising good horses 

is to keep them growing, in good health and spirits; 

and this can only be done by proper feeding and gen

eral care. They want dry, warm box stalls to stand 

in during winter, from which they can be turned 

out-doors in pleasant weather for exercise—for this 

is needed as much as food, 

Good horses can be raised only by good care, pro

viding you have good blood to start with. This is 

the first step. Without good blood we cannot have 

valuable horses. The people are beginning to learn 

this.—Rural World. 

VALUE OF WEEDING. 

EXPERIMENTS were made in England during the 

past season to test the value of weeding, and re

sulted as follows : 1. Seven acres of light soil were 

sown broadcast; one acre was measured and not a 

weed was pulled out of it; the other six were care

fully weeded. The unweeded acre produced 18 

bushels ; the six weeded acres averaged 22^ bush

els per acre—a clear gain of 25 per cent. 2. A six-

acre field was sown with barley. The weeding, 

owing to the great abundance of charlock, cost 12s. 

per acre. The produce of an unweeded acre was 

13 bushels, of the weeded 28 bushels, thus showing a 

difference of 15 bushels per acre, besides the enor

mous advantage of having the land cleared for the 

succeeding crop. 4. Of six acres sown with oats, 

one acre, unmanured and unweeded, yielded only 17 

bushels ; the rest plowed three times, manured and 

weeded, produced 37 bushels to each acre. 

*-*^»-. 
Cows.—Milch cows will very likely need a little 

extra feed, or their full flow of milk may not be 

maintained. Let them have the benefit of the best 

pastures, when there is any choice. If fed foiu 

quarts of wheat bran or corn meal daily, or two 

quarts of the two mixed, the quantity of milk will 

be increased. 
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THE VALUE OF A TON OF STRAW. 

" P E O P L E don't know the value of straw," said 

m y plowman to m e to-day, and so careless are folks 

about ic, that I have considerable difficulty in pre

serving mine free from damaging rains. Taking the 

country generally, straw is looked upon as only fit 

to spread about open barnyards to sop up the rains 

which have latterly been carrying away the farmer's 

profit in the shape of strong tea, leaving him only 

the tea-leaves. As straw can be thatched for 6d a 

ton, it does appear to m e a grievous neglect and 

waste of valuable property to allow it to stand 

unroofed, and become rotted by the weather. I 

produce on m y farm of 170 acres, about 200 tons of 

straw annually, and whether I realize 5s., 10s., 15s. 

or 20s. a ton for it makes a considerable difference. 

I wish that our Agricultural Society would offer a 

prize for a correct and practical as well as scientific 

estimate of the value of straw of all kinds as food, 

as manure, or as litter. I am convinced, by m y own 

practice, that straw, (particularly bean, wheat and 

oat,) has a considerable value for feeding purposes, 

when rendered available as food. M y laborers often 

say, " Ah, you could not keep half so much stock as 

you do, if you did not consume your straw." Of 

course, near large towns, farmers will sell their 

straw and bring back manure. So important is 

straw considered as an article of animal food in 

Spain, that Messrs. Garret are making machines, 

driven by steam power, for " straw pulping," so that 

it is rendered soft and silky—in fact duly prepared 

for animal digestion. I am assured that in all warm 

Eastern countries straw is always used as food for 

animals. 'Tis said " wise men come from the East," 

and in this case I am sure that our English farmers 

have something to learn. Let us see what straw is 

composed of, and why it should be valuable as food, 

and especially as a substitute for hay, so as to set 

free for the growth of corn and roots a larger area. 

The late Mr. Horsfall said in that excellent paper of 

his, (the best, in m y opinion, that ever was written,) 

on Feeding Stock and Dairy Management. (Soc. 

Journ., vol. 18, p. 173,) " I a m satisfied that the 

most economical use of food, rich in albuminous 

matter is together with straw or other materials 

which are deficient in this element." This I had 

proved to be true. He especially commends bean 

Btraw. He says, '* In wheat straw for which I pay 

35s, per ton, I obtain for Is 2d., 32 pounds of starch, 

(reduced as oil, 18| pounds from 100 pounds of 

straw,) available for the production of fat or for res

piration." I have long since adopted straw as food, 

and should consider myself foolishly unprofitable to 

waste it uselessly in an open and wot farmyard. I 

believe that cabbage would have been much more 

extensively grown had farmers known how neces

sary it is to give with the'cabbage a large quantity 

of straw chaff, without which much of the cabbage 

is wasted.—J. J. Meehi; 

WORK FOR JANUARY. 

THERE are four-score things that every husband

man may find to do during this cold, blowy, bluster

ing, frigid, unamiable month of January, all of 

which will turn to good account in his pocket and 

the comfort of himself, family, and four-footed 

dependents. Of course we cannot in three para

graphs enumerate more than four things on the 

long list. But then 'the doing of these will suggest 

others, just as thought begets thought, and the 

whole will come in by a natural drift. Perhaps by 

making brevity the rule, we may glance at a few 

more than four " January Duties." 

Saw up, split, and pile away under cover, a win

ter's supply of fire-wood. Improve the condition of 

that hen house; make it cosy, warm and comfort

able—biddy will pay you liberally in eggs. Clean 

out, cover over, and chink up the pen for store hogs. 

It will put on pork wonderfully. There's half-a-

dozen broken and missing slats in those cattle-racks 

a woful waste of hay. Attend to that matter. Cut 

down, and cut up into fire-wood that half-dead old 

"Lumbardy;" grub out the stump, and make a 

place for a better tree. The great gate don't swing 

to and shut well, and the bottom hinge requires 

repairing. Do that directly. W h e n it storms, take 

to the tool-house, and take every farm and garden 

implement in hand. See that they are all in order; 

knock off dirt, rub off rust, and rub on a little oil. 

It is a good investment. That job done, you are 

mechanic enough to shave out a swingle-tree, put a 

handle to u hoe, mattock, or whitewash brush. 

Make a garden reel for yourself, and a clothes-line 

reel for your wife. And every long, January even

ing, read aloud to your family, so that all may learn, 

the best agricultural books and papers. You will 

be a happier man and better farmer for the practice. 

^-Cosmo in the Philadelphia Evening Post. 

M A N U R E PITS.—Prof. Voelcker recommends that 

" the sides and bottoms of manure pits should be 

rendered impermeable to water, either by clay pud

ding or hydraulic cement; that the bottom of the 

manure pit should be in a slightly inclined position, 

so as to carry the liquid manure and drainings into 

a manure tank, which should be close by. The tank 

should be provided with a pump, so as to return the 

liquid matter to the heap in dry weather. The 

heap should likewise be well trodden." 

D R A I N I N G of wet lands and marshes adds to their 

value. 
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SPIRIT OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 

A Great Crop of Roots—John Johnson, 
the veteran farmer of Geneva, N e w York, thus 

writes to the Country Gentleman, regarding his root 

crop: 

" After a long silence, I write to say that last 

spring I put a fence around a small piece of land in 

the field on the west side of the highway as you 

come from Geneva. 1,880 feet I planted with man

golds. I took them up the other day, cleaned the 

earth from them thoroughly, weighed, and found 

them to weigh 2,880 pounds. Now, if 1,880 feet 

give 2,880 pounds, what will one acre give—say 43,-

560 feet ? I make the amount per acre 33 tons, 730 

pounds. I am not so sure in figures as I was when 

young, but think I am right. I allowed 2,000 pounds 

to the ton. They were planted in rows eighteen 

inches apart, and about nine or ten inches apart 

in the rows. M y m a n John said, ' Sure they would 

never grow that way at all—in Ireland they put the 

rows thirty inches apart, and twelve in the rows.' 

Now, he says he never saw more grown on so small 

a piece of land in Ireland itself." 

W a r t s o n C a t t l e — A correspondent of the 

New Hampshire Farmer says that his cow has warts 

upon her bag and teats " long and slender," and 

aBKs how he can cure them. The warts can be 

readily removed with caustic, lunar, or potash. Five 

cents worth of either lunar caustic, or caustic of 

potash, will suffice. Keep the caustic in a vial; 

take a stick of it, wet the end and rub it on the 

warts. T w o or three applications will suffice. Be 

very careful with the caustic of potash, or it will eat 

too deep and make a sore. 

What Do You Do with Soap Suds? 
— O f them, the Scottish Farmer says: " Although 

generally deemed only fit for being run off into the 

common sewer in the easiest and most expeditious 

manner possible, they are nevertheless highly ben

eficial vegetable feeders, as well as useful insect pre

ventatives. Hence they should never be wasted, 

more especially by parties having gardens, as their 

application to the ground, whether in winter or 

summer, will show beneficially not only on ordinary 

vegetable crops, but also on berry-bushes shrubs, 

border flowers, and even window pot plants; while 

if poured or syringed over roses, cabbages, &c, they 

will prevent, or at least mitigate the mischievous 

doings of the green fly and caterpillars. 

Mould—is indispensable in every soil, and a 

healthy supply can only be preserved through the 

cultivation of clover and the grasses, the turning in 

of green crops or by the application of composts 

rich in the elements of mould. 

D r y i n g C o w s — S o m e cows give milk till up 

to the calving time—some plentifully, so that it is 

not easy to dry them—and here a great deal of evil 

occurs. The milk left to accumulate in the bag 

hurts the bag ; the loss of a teat is generally the 

result. Many owners of cows cannot account for 

this loss. Trace it back, and you will see it was in 

consequence of permitting the milk to remain in 

the bag. This will cake and cause inflammation, 

resulting in what we have mentioned. It is, hence, 

that our best cows are unfortunate in their udders. 

In drying a cow, especially one giving plentifully 

of milk, the milk every few days should be drawn 

from the udder. In a few weeks there will be little 

or no milk secreted ; the job is then performed. Be 

particular about this thing, and save your cows.— 

Rural World. 

B o n e s — A n exchange says there is nothing the 

farmer wastes that is so valuable as bones. The 

phosphorus contained in them is the richest matter 

for farming purposes. They should never be thrown 

away ; either break them up as fine as you can and 

apply to the soil, or burn and pulverize them. 

Treated in this way, or reduced by acid or alkalies, 

they are the most direct stimulants the soil can have. 

They rank among the superphosphates. Save the 

bones, and give them to your garden in some form 

or other. 

Farmers' Workshops—It is always per

plexing, and not unfrequently a cause of much 

expense, says the Germantown Telegraph, to be 

compelled to run to the carpenter or the blacksmith 

every time a hinge is to be replaced, a wheelbarrow 

injured, or a strap broken. To obviate such contin

gency, the farmer should either be himself, or have 

in his employ one who can repair such injuries, and 

he should should also provide accommodations and 

tools which will enable him to do it. A workshop, 

with a good bench, vice, and all the various tools 

required in the performance of the more simple 

details, should be among the buildings of every 

homestead. A little skill in the use of tools—and 

this any person of moderate capacity can readily 

acquire—will enable one to save many dollars an

nually, besides furnishing pleasureable and profitable 

employment ior many an otherwise idle and per

haps painful hour. Here should be found white 

sash, paints, oils and brushes; cements, pruning and 

grafting tools, syringes for irrigating plants ; glass, 

nails, screws, putty, glazing tools, and indeed, every 

article that maybe required in keeping the premises 

and apparatus of the farm in a state of complete 

repair. 
Having once become accustomed to these advan

tages and conveniences, the wonder will be how it 

were possible that they were not introduced long 

before. 
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Cattle for the D a i r y — T h e following was 

written by the late D. B. Hinman, Esq., of Chester 

county, Pennsylvania, and originally printed in the 

Germantown Telegraph: 

" I do not think that a very large proportion of 

our cows are well adapted to the butter dairy. 

W h a t we want from a cow is quantity and quality 

of butter; we should not be governed by quantity 

of milk. 

" I have some fine looking cows, with the distin

guishing mark of good milkers, which were selected 

by one of the best judges in the country, but which 

are worth nothing for butter; while for the conscien

tious milkman they would be very superior. I 

believe that all distinguished writers and breeders, 

both in this Country and Europe admit that for the 

butter dairy the Alderneys stand at the head. For 

early maturity, quantity and quality they certainly 

excel." 

P©rfe f r o m a B u s h e l o f C o r n — The 

Country Gentleman says that an experimenter, J. B. 

Lewis, obtained 100 pounds of pork from seven 

bushels of corn, or one pound of pork from 4J 

pounds of corn ; the grain was ground and moistened 

with water before feeding. Nathan G. Morgan, of 

Union Springs, by wetting his meal with five times 

its weight of hot water, and letting it stand twelve 

to eighteen hours before feeding, obtained 1 pound 

of pork from 21 pounds of corn. Doubtless different 

results would be obtained from different breeds of 

swine. 

S t r a w a n d B e e f — The Scottish Farmer 

shrewdly says: " Mr. Mechi may persuade himself 

that he is in the secret of converting considerable 

quantities of straw into beef, but we rather suspect 

it is- the straw which renders him capable of extract

ing; nourishment out of the large allowances of son 

centrated food which he makes use of." 

H o g s — S e e that they have a good warm and dry 

nest. Many farmers are in the habit of boiling 

pumpkins and mashing them with meal. This 

makes very good feed, as it combines the growing 

and fattening properties necessary. One of the best 

hogs we ever fattened was fed in this way, but an 

important precaution was used in taking out the 

seeds from the pumpkins before cooking. The seeds 

are powerfully diuretic and prevent the animals 

from fattening. Let their food be comparatively 

dry. Mix a little salt with their food, and let them, 

if convenient, have a little charcoal. Above all 

things do not teach them how to squeal. So Bays 

the Maine Farmer. 

Best Method of Keeping Beef—The 
American Agriculturist says : Cut up the meat in 

pieces as large as you desire; pack it in a barrel or 

cask ; then make a brine as follows : 1J pounds of 

salt to 1 gallon of water, 1 oz. saltpeter to 100 

pounds of beef, 1 tablespoonful of ground pepper to 

100 pounds of beef. Put in the salt and the salt

peter, and heat it boiling hot, skim it, then 

add the pepper. Pour it on the beef boiling hot and 

cover closely. Your meat will be good at any time. 

The philosophy is this: the hot brine closes the 

pores on the surface, preventing decay and the meat 

from getting too salt. Try it. If necessary, scald 

the brine over in the spring, or put on a new brine. 

Farmers can in this way have fresh meat nearly all 

the time. The meat should be taken as soon as it 

gets cold, before it has acquired any old taste by ex

posure to the atmosphere. 

M a n a g e m e n t o f E w e s — W e condense some 

hints on this subject from a recent essay by a very 

practical British writer, Mr. John Coleman : 

" As winter comes on the ewes may be kept in 

thriving condition on a little dry food, hay or straw, 

in addition to a very moderate quantity of roots. 

The practice formerly so common of stuffing breed

ing ewes with roots is most extravagant, most un

natural, and most unhealthy. A good turnip year 

in Norfolk was invariably followed by a bad lamb

ing season. The great secret of management, and 

one of the simplest means of increasing our sheep 

stock, is to do with the minimum of roots and the 

maximum of dry food, as straw, chaff, &c, making 

the latter palatable, if necessary, with a small quan

tity of artificial food. I advocate the use of a small 

quantity of artificial food, especially for the shear

ling ewes ; it may not be necessary or desirable to 

begin this too soon in tho winter; if the lambing 

commences towards the middle or end of February, 

we may do very well until Christmas without extra 

help ; after which it will often prove most beneficial 

and remunerative, from increase in the wool, finer 

condition of produce, and manure left on the land. 

A mixture of beans or peas, barley, wheat, or oats, 

and palm nut meal would answer the purpose 

admirably. The Lincolnshire flock-masters fre

quently give their ewes from half to one pound of 

linseed cake daily during winter, and, although the 

coBt is considerable, they consider they are repaid in 

the wool, healthy condition, and increased value of 

manure." 

H o w to fill an Ice House—The Utica 
Herald says that the ice-house of L. R. Lyon, of 

Lyon's Falls, N Y., has not been empty for twenty 

years, nor has a pound of ice ever been put into it-

The building is constructed after the ordinary 

method, and when it is designed to fill it, a rose jet 

is plaoed upon the water pipe, and as the water 

comes through it is chilled and drops into the ice 

house, where it forms one solid mass. 
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llflrfWttltttWlI. 
PLANTING AN ORCHARD. 

THE high prices which farmers received for their 

apples last fall, and the large incomes which many de

rived from their orchards, has created quite a furor 

for planting orchards. It is a weakness of American 

farmers to rush precipitately jnto the culture of any 

crop, that for a season proves profitable. 

Generally speaking, the result is an^ver-production 

of that crop, a. great fall in prices, and a disappoint

ment of the Banguine expectations of the farmer. 

But I think that there is little doubt that a well ar

ranged apple orchard will, sooner or later prove a 

paying investment. 

The first condition of success in orchard culture, is 

to start right. An apple orchard is planted for a life

time, not for a single year, like a corn or potato crop. 

If you make a mistake in the latter, it affects hut one 

crop, and you may avoid it in the next, but an error in 

planting an apple orchard, leaves its traces for half a 

century. 

LOCATION. 

It is very important in planting an orchard, that the 

best location the farm affords should be selected. It 

should be elevated so as to be as much exempted as 

possible from frosts, and if possible, sheltered by ridges 

or woodland from cold winds. 

In the absence of natural shelter, the orchard should 

be protected by planting rows of evergreens to break 

the force of the winds. In many respects the Norway 

Spruce is one of the best evergreens for this purpose, 

it being hardy, healthy, and a rapid grower. The Arbor 

Yitae, the White Pine, and the Scotch Pine, are very 

well adapted for this purpose. 

In most sections I would rather prefer a northern 

aspect to any other. Where the ground slopes toward 

the sun there is danger of the sap starting and the buds 

opening unseasonably. 

SOIL. 

There ia some difference of opinion among fruit 

growers, about the best soil for an orchard; some fav

oring a light, others a heavy Boil. I think that it will 

be pretty generally conceded, that a pretty heavy loam, 

if rightly prepared, is the best adapted to fruit growing. 

To be rightly prepared, it should be so thoroughly 

underdrained that water will never remain long around 

the roots of the trees, and if the subsoil is very hard, 

it should be broken up with the subsoil plow. If the 

ground needs manure, it had better be applied on the 

surface, after planting. 

SELECTION as TREKS. 

The soil being of the proper texture, and underdrain

ed, the next step is the selection of trecB for planting. 

Never allow any false notions of economy to tempt 

you to plant a poor, sickly, stunted tree, because you 

can buy it for little money. It will prove a dear bar

gain in the end. Select strong, handsome, four-year old 

trees, whatever the first cost. 

Now is the suitable time, when prevented from tilling 

the ground, to lay your plans for an orchard, determine 

the number and varieties of the trees you will plant, 

and by corresponding with different reliable nursery

men, ascertain where you can obtain the best trees at 

reasonable rates. If possible, visit the nurseries, and 

select and mark the trees for yourself, and then, when 

the time for transplanting arrives, attend, personally, to 

the digging and packing of your own trees. 

I will continue the subject in the next number. 

P. C. E, 

PRUNING CRAPES. 
M E S S R S EDITORS :—There are few things in this Ufa 

more difficult for a person to overcome, than his own 

errors. Every summer for the last twenty years, when 

looking over my grape vines, I have come to the con

clusion that in the winter pruning I did not cut out 

enough wood, and the result is small clusters, loose 

bunches, half ripe fruit, and mildew. The rule gene

rally followed, is to cut all of last years wood off except 

two eyes, unless we want to cover the trellis, then we 

leave the runners long enough to make the arbor look 

well. 

N o w we come to the top of the trellis. Here we find 

an accumulation of spurs left by the pruner, enough 

almost, to form a brush heap. There are twenty clusters 

of grapes where there ought to be but five. 

In looking around this city, I think the Germans 

make the greatest mistake in pruning, for large quanti

ties of grapes. In years such as last they loose all. 

The great object of grape growers should be, to get 

large bunches of well ripened fruit. 

The best way to produce this, is thorough pruning, 

plenty of room, good air and elevation: 

Rochester, N. Y. J. L. 

TREES VS. RABBITS.—Mix a little Snuff or pulverized 

tobacco with common soft soap, and rub your trees 
with it as high as a rabbit can reach, and they are safe. 

The washing of the soap to the roots of the trees, is 

highly beneficial to them, and will pay for the applica

tion alone. The soap will destroy the insects on tha 

bark of the tree, and give the bark a glossy appearance. 

The liver or flesh of an animal rubbed on the bark of 

the tree, will also save it from destruction by rabbits. 

Now 1B the time to make the application.—Rural World. 

PROLIFIC C L O V E R ROOT.—Mr. M. C. Peck, of Benson, 

Vt., writes to the R U R A L N E W Y O R K E H :—"I have just 

found a curiosity in a clover root—one root from which 

grows 42 Btalks and 752 blossoms, all matured. When 

growing in the field the plant measured 4 feet 5 inches 

in diameter from the extremities of the branches as 

they spread out on the ground. W h o can beat m y 

clover ?" 
- — - — • <CTt> . 

T H E truest Christian politeness is cheerfulness. It 

is graceful, and sits well on old and young. It is the 

best of all company, and adorns the wearer of it moro 

than rubies and diamonds set in gold. It costs nothing, 

and yet is invaluable. 

T H E only true spirit of tolerance consists in our con

scientious toleration of other people's intolerance. 
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FRUITS AND FRUIT CULTURE. 
P E A R S T O R G E N E R A L CULTIVATION.—At the last win

ter meeting of the Fruit Growers' Society of Western 

New York, a ballot was taken with the following re

sults; 

S U M M E R SORTS. 

Votes. 
Giffard, 11 
Tyson, -, 10 
Doyenne d'Ete and Rostiezer, each - - 9 
Osband's Summer, . . . 8 
Brandywine and Bloodgood, each - - 2 
Dearborn's Seedling, - - - 1 ' 

A U T U M N SORTS. • 

Votes. 
Bartlett and Sheldon, each, - - 16 
Angouleme, - - - - - 14 
Louise Bonne de Jersey, - - - 1 3 
Anjou, - - - - - - 9 
Flemish Beauty, Diel, Belle Lucrative, each, 8 
Beurre Bosc, - ' - - - 4 
Howell, 3 
Washington, Buffum, Des Nonnes, Onondaga, 
Kingsessing, each, - - - 2 

Clairgeau, Church, Superfin, Dix, each, 1 
W E S T E R SORTS. 

'Votes. 
Lawrence, . . . . 15 
Winter Nelis, - - - - 11 
Easter Beurre, - - - - - 8 
Winkfield, - - - - - 5 
Glout Morceau, - - . - 3 
Josephine de Malines, Columbia, Beurre Gris 
d1 Hiver Nouveau, each, - - - 2 

Belle Williams, Aremberg, Due d'Bordeaux, 
Beurre Bachelier, Alencon, Jaminet, and 
Jones' seedling, each, - - 1 

Doyenne d.Ete.—C. L. Hoag had found it to crack for 
the past two years. H. E. Hooker found it to succeed 
poorly on the quince—overbearing and not proving 

good. Dr. Sylvester thought that by thinning, this 

evil might be avoided; while it bears so early, that we 

may have the fruit almost as soon, if not quite as soon 

as planted. The only objection to the Giffard was its 

early decaying—which others stated could be prevented 

by picking early. The same remark was made by seve

ral other members in relation to the Osband's Summer. 

This sort, H. E. Hooker said, was not a good bearer, 

and G. Ellwanger regarded it as of a very moderate 

quality. Several members had found it to bear well 

only on quince, while a few had it bear abundantly on 

pear stock. The Brandywine had not been extensively 

tried; a few members had found it a poor bearer. The 

Tyson was highly commended by all who spoke of it. 

C. L. Hoag, of Lockport said it was remarkably exempt 

from blight. The Bloodgood was not rated high by 

members, and some thought it should be discarded. P. 

Barry, however, who had a bearing tree for 25 years, 

had found it uniformly good. The Rostiezer was uni

versally commended; the only objection was its ten

dency to blight. The Washington had proved valuable 

and reliable by the few who had tried—bearing very 

early on pear stock, and succeeding on no others. The 

Buffum has proved very hardy, a handsome grower, ex

ceedingly productive, and when picked before fully ripe, 

of fine quality. The tendency of the Belle Lucrative to 

overbear, and as a consequence to become insipid,—and 

'to variable tendency from highest quality to poor,— 

were the objections mentioned by many, while others 

always found it good. The Beurre d'Anjou appeared to 

have no defects, except that of insipidity on young 

trees, which, however disappeared as the trees became 

older. Beurre Diel had proved a fine rich, but slightly 

coarse pear—valuable for its lateness, but apt to spot 

young trees and dwarfs moderate bearers, but old 

standard trees bearing abundantly. W . Sharp, of Lock-

port, had been able to obtain only $18 a bushel for it in 

New York, on account of the spots, while the Lawrence 

brought 134. No objection was made to the Seckel, 

Sheldon, Angouleme, and Louise Bonne de Jersey, except 

that the flavor of the latter was not of highest character, 

while its fine growth and great productiveness, placed 

it high for general value. Several cultivators had found 

it the most profitable pear for market. The Flemish 

Beauty appeared to be waning somewhat in reputation 

—cracking badly with Beveral members—although of 

the highest value at the West. The Beurre Bosc was 

strongly approved, the only drawback being tenderness 

of the tree. 

A PROFITABLE ORCHARD.—Thorough preparation and 

good management are the most economical, even in the 

fertile regions of the West. The following description 

of a young orchard is given in the C O U N T B T GENTLE

M A N , by E. H. Skinner, of McHenry county, Illinois, a 

widely known and successful cultivator of fruit. The 

description would not be less striking, if one could be 

added representing some other orchards managed on 

the slip-shod principle, growing among weeds and grass, 

dying from want of cultivation, and broken down and 

browsed by cattle. 

M y young apple orchard of five acres I wrote you 

about, set three years ago this November, was this fall 

a sight to look at. W e gathered 103 bushels of Wog-

ener and 14 1-2 barrels of New York Pippin (Ben Davis) 

from it, and sold at five dollars per barrel as soon as 

gathered. 

This should be enough to convince sensible people 

that it pays to subsoil and prepare land thoroughly for an 

orchard I This orchard of five acres has already paid 

for itself and I would to-day refuse $1,500, were it of

fered me for it. Have just sold ten acres of orchard 

sot out six years, for $200 per acre. This we call a 

good orchard, though it can never equal the one above 

mentioned, simply for want of first preparing the land. 
What I once called good preparation I now call " slip

shod." 

My dear sir, the fapts are simply these—to have an 

extra orchard, we must go to the bottom and make the 

whole field as mellow as a garden bed, not less than 

twenty incites deep. W e were at this kind of work when 

it froze up, with four men, four teams and two plows, 

and could not fit up more than half an acre per day. 

Some, as they pass by, laugh at me for my extravagant 

notions as they call them, or my " one idea," but I 

have shown them this summer that one good idea is 

better than a dozen poor ones. On one aero and nine

teen rods of land I raised 162 1-2 barrels of extra apples 

getting an extra price for them. This acre and nine 

teen rods netts over $1,000—one thousand dollars 

Whose Cornfield pays better t Nearly one third sold at 
eight dollars per barrel, and most of the balance at 
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seyen dollars per barrel. The variety, Carolina Red 

June, is one that has been thrown out by some cultiva

tors, simply for want of proper cultivation. With 

good cultivation it is a good apple; with extra cul

tivation it is an extra apple. It only wants good 

feeding. 

A P P L E S F O R M A R K E T . — A m o n g the varieties in whose 

favor a large vote has been given by experienced culti 

vators for Erie, Pa., are the following: Baldwin, Rhode 

Island Greening, Jonathan, Roxbury Russett, West-

Held Seek-no-further—and less tested, Tompkins Coun

ty King and Northern Spy. Various cultivators have 

, other favorites. 

B E S T VARIETIES O P H A R D Y GRAPES.—The Fruit 

Growers' Society of Western New York, took a vote 

from its members on the best varieties of the grape for 

succession in that district. Thirty-one ballots were 

given with the following result: 

Votes. 
Delaware, . . . -, 20 
Diana, - - - . - 26 
Isabella. - - - - - 25 
Hartford Prolific, 23 
Iona, Perkins, Allen's Hybrid, To Kalon, 
aud Northern Muscadine, each, 2 

Rebecca, - 21 
Concord, 14 
Creveling, - - - 12 
Catawba, - - - - - 9 
Lydia, Adirondac and Israella, each, - 1 

T H E BEST S T R A W B E R R I E S F O R F A M I L Y USE.—At the 

summer meeting of the Emit Growers' Society of 

Western New York, at Rochester in 1865, a ballot was 

taken for the best six varieties for family use, and re

sulted in the following vote'—those receiving the high

est number would, of course, be understood as being 

the more general favorites in Western New York—£3 

votes being given in all: 

Votes. 
Triomphe de Gand, - - - 30 
Early Scarlet, - 26 
Rusaull aud Wilson, each, - - - 23 
Hooker, 22 
Burr's New Pine, - - - 12 
Hovey's Seedling, - - - - 8 
Victoria and Brighton Pine, each, - 5 
Jenny Lind, - - - 4 
Crimson Cone, for Canning, - 3 
Agriculturist, - - - - 3 
Buffalo, Austin and Longworth, each, . - 2 
Red Alpine, White Alpine, Cutter's Seed
ling, Jenny's Seedling, Genesee, and La-
constante, each, - - - 1 

P L O W I N G A M O N G TREES.—In plowing orchards, in 
addition to the usual precaution of using oxen, or one 
horse placed before the other ad tandem, use a plow 

with a movable beam, set so as to run as far to the left 

as possible when plowing away from the trees, and 

set so as to run to the right when plowing up towards 

them. 

RASPBERRIES.—At the summer meeting of the Fruit 

Growers' Society, of Western New York, in 1865, H, 

E. Hooker, a distinguished cultivator, of Rochester, 

named the following as the best six varieties for general 

cultivation, viz: Brinckle's Orange, Hudson River 

Antwerp, Franconia, Kneuett's Giant, Hornet, and 

Black Cap. Cuarles DowingnamedBrinckle's Orange, 

Franconia, Hudson River. Antwerp, Vice President 

French, Fastolff and Clarke, a new variety, originated 

at New Haven. These varieties were generally re

garded by the members present, as the best.—Tucker's 

Rural Register. 

II <»n»» . 

PLANTS FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES. 
W e take the following interesting and valuable re

marks in the adaptation of plants for special purposes 

from Vick's New Illustrated Catalogue of seeds, just 

published: 

Much disappointment often results by selecting 

plants that are not well adapted to the purposes for 

which they are designed. Most of the trailing Lobe

lias, for instance, are superb for pots and hanging bas

kets ; but if planted in, the garden, to add to the effect, 

and where it is desirable to make a good show to be 

seen at a distance, they are worthless. This is the rea

son why one customer will write, " Those Lobelias 

you sent me were beautiful; I never had anything so 

graceful in a basket—a wilderness of delicate [flowers, 

and in bloom so long:" while another says, "All the 

seeds produced'magnificent flowers except those choice 

Lobelas—they were tiny things, with flowers no better 

than many of our weeds." Some inadvertently place 

tall and free growing plants in the front of flower beds, 

instead of using themfor the background; and, be

cause they dislike them out of place, imagine that they 

can be of no use anywhere, while in their proper place 

they are really admirable. There are places where 

even the coarse Sunflower can be used with advantage 

and be made to produce a fine effect. Sad mistakes 

are often made with running or climbing plants. Of 

course they are comparatively, worthless unless provi

ded with the necessary support. Indeed, instead of 

being an ornament, they are almost a nuisance, if al

lowed to run about the ground, where they can never 

make a natural and healthy growth. The same plants, 

when used to cover an arbor, or buildings, or fence, or 

when properly trained upon a trellis provided for the 

purpose, are the most effective means provided for 

garden decoration. Here we have the true drapery of 

nature. 

To aid in selecting seeds for special purposes, I name 

a few that can be used with advantage. Others, how

ever, not mentioned here, are nearly or equally good, 

as I have Bpace only to mention a few. 

F L O W E R S F O B A C O N S T A N T BRILLIANT SHOW.—These 

will be found in the first department uf the Catalogue, 

and are familiar, doubtless, to most of our readers. 

The Aster, Antrrohinum, Balsam, Stock, Dianthus, 

Delphinium, Pansy, Petunia, Phlox Drummondl, Por

tulaca, Salpiglossis, Scabiosa; Double Zinnia, and other 

varieties that we have not space to name, should have 

place in every collection. 

F O R A S U M M E R HEDGE.—There arc some situations 

where a low hedge or screen is very useful and orna

mental. I don't know of anything that will make a 

prettier hedge, supported by neat brush, than the 

Sweet Pea, if sown early in the spring and deep iu the 

ground—not less than four inches—and the earth is 

kept well hoed up to the plants. In good soil, the 

hedge will be three or four feet in hight. The Amar-

antlius makes a fine ornamental hedge ; the foliage is 
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dark, rich, and some varieties two or three colored. 

Delphinium eardiopetalum always pleased me for this 

purpose—about eighteen inches or two feet in hight. 

Gomphrena glohosa, in a good rich soil, makes a pretty 

hedge two feet in hight. 

O R N A M E N T A L - L E A V E D PLANTS. — Plants with orna

mental leaves are becoming popular in all parts of the 

world. They produce a very fine effect when grown in 

a group of half a dozen or more together. For use

fulness in this respect, I know of nothing better than 

the Cannas, Ricinus, Amaranthus, and Perilla Nanki-

nensis. The seed of all these but the Cannas may be 

sown in the open ground, and will produce a splendid 

effect the first season; or they may be, transplanted 

from tbe hot bed. The Ricinus has a tap-root, and if 

groWn in a hot-bed, should be in pots or in some man

ner so that they may be transplanted without injury. 

The finest I have ever grown, however, were sown in 

the open ground about the time of corn-planting. The 

Canna does best started in heat. The Ricinus is the 

tallest of those named—from four to ten feet high— 

and should occupy the centre of the group. 

F L O W E R S DESIRABLE F O R F R A G R A N C E . — F o r fra

grance, nothing equals the Mignonette, Sweet Asylum, 

and Sweet Peas. 

F O R BASKETS. — Convolvulus, Fenzlia, Ipomoea, 

Leptosiphon, (particularly L. hybrida) Loasa, Lobelia, 

Mignonette Nemophila, Petunia, Phlox Drummondi, 

Thunbergia, Tropaeolum, Verbena, Sweet Alyssum. 

Those of a pretty strong running habit, like the 

Morning Glories and Trapaiblum majus, should have 

the tops pinched off if they run too far, which will 

make them dwarf and branching. All the varieties 

mentioned above, except the running sorts, are excel

lent for potB. 

CLIMBING PLANTS.—These are particularly valuable 

for covering buildings, fences, etc., and making beau

tiful, what but for them would be very unsightly. 

Nothing will give more satisfaction than the annual 

Climbers when properly cared for and used in the right 

place. 

HOW MANY DEGREES OF FROST WILL 
APPLES BEAR. 

Written for the American Farmer. 

ME S S R S . E D I T O R S : ' — H o w many degrees of 

Frost (Fah.) will apples bear without being mate

rially injured? I met the Editor of the late Genesee 

Farmer at the Railroad Depot on Friday morning 

the 15th inst., and in conversation about the weather 

he remarked that the thermometer indicated 20° 

this morning, and that he was caught with a good 

many barrels of apples in his woodshed the evening 

previous, and had to go to work and hustle them 

into the cellar, (or words to thet effect); and in doing 

so he had an opportunity of examining some of the 

apples to see if they were injured by the frost, as 

some of the hoops> of the barrels came off and the 

heads came out. H e thought they were not injured 

as the barrels afforded them protection. I remarked 

that I was caught in the same " fix," only with not 

so many barrels, and that apples would bear a good 

many degrees of frost without injury. H e said 

about three degrees he thought. I thought about 

ten degrees, as I had some Rox Russetts out in that 

degree of cold and they did not appear to be hurt. 

H e said w e had not had ten degrees of frost this fall 

and would refer to Mr. D E W E Y . That set m e to 

thinking, as I was fully under the impression that 

we had had that degree of frost this fall, and that I 

had Russett apples on the trees and frozen as hard as 

a. stone, had .them gathered afterwards and they 

did not appear to be hurt; I could not reply to him 

as I had made no notes, and could not remember 

when, and may be mistaken—probably am. N o w, 

on the evening of the 14th, when I carried the good 

apples down to the cellar, I left a good many of the 

poor ones on the floor of the woodshed, until the 

evening of the 15th. They were frozen as hard as 

a lump of ice, and must have received, I think, at 

least 20° of frost, as the mercury indicated 22° on 

the mornings of the 15th and 16th. They were put 

down cellar frozen as they were, and have since 

thawed out, and do not appear to have received 

much injury. The Roxbury Russett appears to be 

about as good as ever, the Seek-no-furthers' are a 

little soft and have lost a little of their flavor. A 

few R. I. greenings appear to be the most tender, 

and I think will rot; h o w Jong the others will 

remain good I cannot say. Now, Messrs. Editors, 

I have frequently, in spring, found apples under the 

trees which have lain out all winter and were not 

hurt by the frost. I had supposed they had been so 

covered by weeds and snow as not to have been 

frozen at all, but now am inclined to believe that 

some varieties will bear a good many degrees of 

frost without material injury. The question is, how 

many degrees of frost will some of our leading kinds 

of apples bear without material injury ? If you 

think these remarks are worthy a little space in your 

new journal, you are at liberty to make what use 

you choose of them. 
Yours respectfully, 

J.S. 

*-*^>-<, 
A Dutchman in Albany, some time ago, went out to 

his milkman in the street with a dish in each hand, in
stead of one, as usual. The dispenser of attenuated 

milk asked him if he wished him to fill both vessels. 

The Dutchman replied, suiting the action to the word, 

"Disforthe milluk, and dis for the water, and I will 

mix dem so as to shute myself." 

EVERLASTING FLOWERS.—This class of flowers are 

becoming every season more popular. For winter bo-

quets and floral ornaments, and for decorating during 

the holidays, and other festive occasions in the winter, 

nothing can equal them. They are easily grown and 

dried. 
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FASHIONS FOR JANUARY. 

BONNETS.—There is little change in the style of bon

nets. They are made m u c h in the same shape as they 

were in the fall. They are still quite small in front, 

•with high flat crowns and expanding band—-to admit the 

top of the waterfall, which still keeps popular in spite of 

opposition from the sterner sex. The most noticeable' 

feature in the new bonnets is the long u n h e m m e d lace 

veil, either dotted or spangled, and which is part and 

parcel of the bonnet, being fastened on the side either 

with or without an ornament and allowed to hang grace

fully only from one side of the bonnet. It should be 

at least three-quarters of a yard in length. A n old black 

silk or velvet hat may be made as good as new by the 

addition of a crown of colored velvet or silk. 

D R E S S E S — G r e e n is the prevailing color in dress 

goods this winter, as in fact, it is also for bonnets. 

Empress cloth is the prettiest, and next to merino the 

most useful. A black alapaca is one of the most 

serviceable dresses in a ladies wardrobe—as it may be 

worn at all seasons in the year. Skirts are scolloped 

around the bottom, and bordered with a thick silk or 

worsted cord in place of the old dress braids so long 

in vogue. Sleeves are made tight to the arm from the 

waist to the elbow, and then puffed to the top, m u c h 

in the old leg-of-mutton style; a small coat sleeve will 

also be worn, and is very pretty. 

CLOAKS—Basquines are all the style. Sacques are 

entirely superseded by these more comfortable and 

graceful garments. They are m u c h shorter, and fit 

tighter to the form. A large sacque can easily be 

altered into a very pretty basquine without m u c h 

waste of material. 

C I R C U L A R S are made for those to w h o m the bas

quine is unbecoming or undesirable. 

B E L T S are still in favor, and are the neatest and most 

becoming finish to a ladles toilet that can be worn. 

W e shall take great pains to give to our lady readers 

tha fashions which combine both usefulness, durability 

and prevailing style. 

C H I L D H O O D . — M u c h is said about the " happy hours 

of childhood," and it is generally thought that a child's 

life is one of almost continuous sunshine. But in 

looking back on our o w n past lives, w e naturally for

get the clouds and take but the bright side, and in 

comparing children's troubles with our own greater 

ones, w e are apt to forget that w e are older, stronger, 

and better able to bear trials. A few marbles are of 

just as m u c h value to the boy as so many dollars are to 

the man, and their loss wonld give him just as m u c h 

trouble. Generally, children experience more real sor-

rov»than is supposed, and sometimes as m u c h in pro

portion to their years as m e n do."' 

" CAST two work together in a yoke unless both be 

THE THRIFTY WIDOW. 

Next died the widow Goe, an active dame, 
Famed ten miles round, and worthy all her fame J' 

She lost her husband when their loves were young; 

But kept her farm, her credit, and her tongue; 
Full thirty years she ruled with matchless skill, 
With guiding judgment and resistless will; 
Advice she scorned, rebellions she suppressed, 
And sons and servants bowed at her behest. 
Like that great man's who to his Savior came, 
"Were tho strong words of this commanding dame; 
"Come," if she said, they came; if "go," were gone; 
And if " do this," that instant it was done; 

Her maidens told she was all eye and ear 

In darkness saw and could at distance hear; 

No parish business in the place could stir, 
"Without direction or assent from her; 

In turn, she took each office as it fell; 
Knew all their duties, and discharged them well; 
"Who looked on want with judgment clear and cool, 

"Who felt with reason and bestowed by rule; 
She matched both sons and' daughters to her mind, 
And lent them eyes, for love she heard was blind; 
Yet ceaseless still she throve, alert, alive, 

The working bee in full or empty hive; 

Like that industrious kind, no thoughts of sex, 
No cares of love, could hor chaste soul perplex; 
But when our farmers made their amorous vows, 
She talked of market-steeds and patent plows. 

Not unemployed her evenings passed away; 
Amusement closed as business waked tho day; 
"When to her toilet's brief concern she ran, 

And conversation with her friends began; 
"Who all were welcome at her board to share, 

And joyous neighors praised her Christmas fare; 
That none around might in their scorn complain 
Of Gossip Goe as greedy in her gain. 

Thus long she reigned, admired if not approved. 
Praised if not honored, feared if not boloved; 
"When, as tho busy days of spring drew near, 
That called for all the forecast of the yoar ; 

When lively hope the rising crops surveyed, 
And April promised what Septembor paid; 

When strayed her lambs where gorso and green -weed 
grow; 

When rose her grass in richer vales below; 

When pleased she looked on all tho smiling land 

And viewed tho hinds who wrought at her command, 
As Bridget churned the butterfor hor hand 

(Geese, hens, and turkeys following where she went:) 
Then, dread o'ereamo here—that her days were spent 
" Bless me I I die, and not a warning given 

With much to do on earth, and all for heaven * 
No reparation for my soul's affairs, 

No .leave petitioned for the barn's repairs; 

Accounts perplexed, my interest yet unpaid, 
M y mind unsettled, and my will unmade; 
A lawyer haste, and in your way a priest; 
And let me die in one good work, at least." 

She spake, and trembling dropped upon her kneea, 
Heaven in her eye, and in her hand her keys 

And as the mdre Bhe found her life decay, 

She grasped with greater force those signs of Bway; 
Then fell and died I—In haste her sons drew near, 
And dropped in haste the tributary tear, 

Then from the adhering olnsp the keys unbound, 
And consolation for their sorrows found. 
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RECEIPTS FOR CHRISTMAS. 

ENGLISH PLUM PUDDING.—Keduce to fine crumbs a 

small loaf of old bread; add to this ahalf pound of very 

finely chopped beef suet free from skin or stringy sub

stance, a pound of dried English currants well washed, 

two ounces of chopped candied peel, a little lemon 

juice, if convenient, one grated nutmeg, and ••• pound 

of stoneless raisins; mix well together with from four 

to six eggs thoroughly beaten, the whites and yolks 

separately. Having previously greased with butter the 

dish or mold in which you wish to boil it, pack it 

firmly in, cover with a pudding cloth, tie tightly 

down and boil for four or five hours. This pudding 

will keep a year, aud at any time may be boiled afresh 

and set away again till finally used. Serve with brandy 

sauee, made by putting a little brandy into drawn but

ter, or if preferred, drawn butter, with the addition of 

a little sugar, may be used. 

To K O A S T A. GOOSE.—Select a young and tender one. 

If the feet break easily from the leg, or if you can in

sert your thumb or finger under the wing, you may be 

sure the goose is young. Free it entirely of pin-feath-

erS, and singe off all the hairs with a little burning 

paper; remember to cut off the two little oil bags from 

the back, near that part usually called the "parson's 

nose." Be careful that every portion of the inside, 

Including the fat, is thoroughly removed. Cut out the 

neck entirely, leaving a little outside skin; also take 

off the feet and a half of the wings, which, with the 

gizzard aud liver, should be boiled till tender, and 

served as an entirely separate dish. After washing 

clean, tie tightly the skin remaining around the neck. 

Put into the inside a small quantity of force meat, 

made of a little sage, onions and bread, finely chopped 

and seasoned with pepper and salt. Sew up the whole 

with needle and thread, tie down the feet and remaining 

part of the wings close to the body, and roast inagood 

oven from one to two hours, according to size. Serve 

with apple sauce, also onion sauce, made by adding 

finely chopped boiled onions to a proportionate quan

tity of drawn butter. When done the goose should be 

removed from the pan, the fat entirely poured from the 

brown gravy, and that with the addition of a little 

water and some pepper and salt, brought to a boil, and 

served in a tureen. 

To R O A S T ^ T U R R E T . — A turkey will be very much 

improved by hanging a week or two in a cool, airy cel

lar or larder. Pick off the feathers, draw and singe it 

with great care; wash and wipe it dry on the outside ; 

stuff the breast with a force meat made as follows: one 

quarter of a pound of 6tale bread, grated into exceed

ingly fine crumbs, mixed thoroughly with a quarter of 

an ounce of lemon rind, cut «mall; the same quantity of 

parsley, also of thyme ; a quarter of a nutmeg grated, 

and pepper and salt to taste. The whole to be well 

served and moistened with the yolk of an egg un

beaten. Alittle butter chopped into bits is agood addi

tion. Truss the bird firmly; place in a large pan; 

baste often and plentifully with butter. Serve with 

good brown gravy and bread sauce. 

A L A D Y with whom I am acquainted lately became 

helpless; which calamity was so well-published, that 

her door bell was kept tinkling for a.week by the 

" Honoras," " Bridgets," and " Catharines," anxious 

to supply the place of the departed help. From so 

profuse a crop it was difficult to select one flower; 

each one had an invoice of " kracter," and each one 

was as demure as if she were about to take the veil. 

They could all boil and stew;' hash and fricasee; wash, 

mend, and iron; bake, brew and starch; in fact, an 

army of veterans in culinary pursuits and laundry 

duties. Not one had a " follower," or stayed out after 

nine o'cloek in the evening. 

For some reason—ladies never do anything without 

a good reason—a very green specimen of the Emerald 

Isle was selected, who rejoiced in the cognomen ef 

" Mary, sure," a prodigy among pots, kettles, soups, 

gravies, and "made dishes." She could—by her own 

account—do everything ; could sweep without raising 

a dust; boil a dumpling so light as almost to disturb 

the long-cherished principles of gravitation; in fact, 

if she was to be credited at all, she was a well-appoint

ed kitchen within u, kitchen, u, ne plus ultra, a house

wife's veritable "Eureka!" Accordingly she was 

accepted and sworn in; had pointed out to her the 

"ways" of the house; was introduced to the kettles 

and closets, coal-bin and ash-hole, pump and bread 

tickets, and an infinite variety of matters such as the 

the " rag for this nail" and " nail for this rag." 

Her first dinner was to be extremely plain, and her 

mistress, willing to lay but a light tax upon her unlim

ited capacity, ordered for dessert that most simple as 

well as delicious of wheaten compounds, known 

among fluent housewives as a "minute pudding." 

"Ah, ma'rm," says the all-accomplished Mary, "It 

would plase ye to see me make that same pudding." 

Dinner hour drew nigh, and Mary's mistress was 

arranging her toilet for the meal, when a gentle tap fell 

upon her ear. 

Mary appeared when it was opened, relating, with 

beaming eyes, the grand success of the meat and vege

tables below, and, with a pleasant smile, inquired, 

naively, " Now, marm, where do you keep your minute P' 

1. Why is this opera 3. Why is it useless to ' 

hood like a bad husband ? send this bird a bushel of 
beans ? 

For answers see next number. 
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Wizttlhutm*. 
THE EXCELLENT MAN. 

They gave me advice and counsel m store, 

Praised m e and honored m e more and more' 

Said that I only should wait awhile-

Offered their patronage, too, with a smile. 

But with all their honor and approbation 

I should loDg ago have died of starvation, 
Had there not comp an excellent man, 

"Who bravely to help m e along began. 

Good fellow 1 he gave me the food I ate, 

His kindness and care I shall never forget; 

Yet 1 cannot embrace him, though other folks can, 

For I myself am this excellent Man 1 

-German of Heine. 

A CURIOUS INCIDENT. 

A cunious incident lately occurred in a French court 

of criminal jurisprudence. A young woman, carrying 

a child less than a year old in her arms, was arraigned 

for having stolen three gold ten-franc pieces from the 

house of a lady where she called on business. The 

prisoner stated in her defence that her baby snatched 

the coins from a table without her knowledge, and 

carried them home in its hand; that she had just dis

co \ered there, and was preparing to go back with 

the money when she was arrested The defence was 

thought most improbable, owing to the child's age; 

but the president, in order to test its possibility, or

dered one of the ushers to lay three gold pieces on the 

ledge of the dock, within the baby's reach. The 

moment the little thing saw the money it clutched the 

pieces firmly and attempted to put them in its mouth. 

This experiment satisfied the tribunal that the woman 

had told the truth, and she was in consequence 

acquitted of the charge. 

AN OIL STORY. 

SAM. D — — , who owned a snug little farm, was some

what startled one fine day by an offer of more than 

twice the worth of it in greenbacks. 

" Shall you sell it, Samuel ?" asked his wife. 

" Certainly I shall," said Sam, " if the excited Indivi

duals don't back out, or prove to be u couple of es

caped lunatics, as I half suppose them to be," and sell 

it he did. 

After the bargain was made and the money paid one 

of the men took Sam and his wife to the back of his 

farm where there was a small excavation in the ground 

filled up by the recent rain. ' 

"See what you've lost and we've gainod!" said the 

excited individual, scooping up some of the water in 

an old tin cup and holding it up for thoir inspection. 

Sure enough the oil was half an inch thick on the 

top of the water. 

Sam. was indignant. If he hadn't been a fool, as he 

said to his wife, and just watched for indications, he 

might have died a millionaire. 

.Sam's wife, was bursting with laughter, but restrain

ing herself, she coaxed her husband into the house and 

told him the whole story. 

" Tou remember when I had that cough last winter, 

and the doctor recommended cod liver oil, Sam, and 

you brought home a whole gallon because you got it 

cheap, and made me promise to take a dose three times 

a day ? Well, I did'nt, and it stood in the closet.till I 

cleaned the house last week, when I threw it all into 

the hole at the foot of the garden." 

Sam. saw the joke, and pocketed the cream of it in 

the Bhape of a- pile of greenbacks. 

At last accounts Sam. was living in clover while the 

oil hunters were industriously boring—and may be 

until this time for all we know. 

PATRICK'S C O L T . - ^ " A gentleman," says the Man

chester American, who favors us with some reminis-

ences respecting the early settlement of this place, 

formerly " Old Derryfield," relates the following 6tory: 

" When my grandfather resided at Goffetown and 

Derryfield, then settled by the Irish, he hired a wild 

sort of an Irishman to work on his farm. One day 

soon after his aTrival, he told him to take a bridle and 

go out in the field and catch the colt." "Don't come 

without him," said the old gentleman. Patrick started 

and was gone some time, but at last returned minus 

the bridle, with his face and hands badly scratched, EM 

though he had received bad treatment. 

"Why, Patrick, what is the matter? What in the 

name of wonders ails you ?'• 

" 'An isn't it myself, your honor, that never '11 catch 

the old black colt again ? Bad luck to him! An didn't 

he scratch my eyes out o' my head! An faith, as true 

as I'm speaking to you, I had to climb up a three after 

the colt." 

"Climb after him! Nonsense? Where is the 

beast?" 

" 'An it's tied to the three, he is, to be sure, yer 

honor." 

W e all followed Patrick to the spot to get a solution 

of the difficulty, and on reachiug the field wc found, 

to our no small amusement, that he had been chasing 

a young black bear, which he had succeeded in catch

ing, after a great deal of rough usage on both sides, 

and actually tied it with the bridle, to an old tree. 

Bruin was kept for a long while, and was ever after 

known as Patrick's colt. 

T R U E HONESTY.—Some years ago, two aged men, 

near Marshalton, traded, or according to "Virginia par

lance, swapped horses, on this condition—that on that 

day week, the one who thought he had the best of the 

bargain, should pay to the other two bushels of wheat 

The day came, and as luck would have it, they met hall 

way between their respective homes. 

" Where art thou going ?" said one. 

"To thy house with the wheat," answered the other. 
" And whither art thou riding f" 

" Truly," replied the first, " I was taking the wheat 
to thy house." 

Each, pleased with his bargain, had thought the 
wheat justly due to his neighbor, and was going to pay it. 
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0'ttitg f 00{i!e^ gage* 
T A L K WITH THE Y O U N G FOLKS. 

M Y YOUNG FRIENDS : Lend us your ears, and listen 

to what we have to say. W e live in fast times, and 

they are prolific of fast men, fast women and fast horses. 

Most young men seem to have a strong proclivity to 

fastness. They often carry more sail than ballast; more 

steam than breakage. The fast line is the popular one. 

The fast horse wins the prize. The fast merchant draws 

the customers. The fast man secures the gaze of the 

eager public; and the young farmer imagines he must 

catch the spirit of the times, and be fast as the fastest. 

He must have a farm as large as his father had in his 

old age; must live in a better house than his parents 

ever thought they needed; he must drive a better and a 

faster horse; ride in a better carriage; sport a finer 

watch; live in a more fashionable style; play the gentle

man at more expense; cut larger swaths, speak louder, 

and be known further, than his old fogy ancestors ever 

dared to dream of. He has no idea of getting rich by 

the little; he is bound to have a pile at once! He is 

not going to bring up lambs by hand; sell turnips at 

ten- cents a bushel; carry chickens and eggs to market; 

wear home-made clothes; wagon wood through the 

mud; and cart potatoes round like a Yankee pedlar. 

Not he. Talk to him about a quarter section! He 

wants a thousand acres. Intimate that he is ever going 

to fail! W h y he can prove by actual experiment and 

mathematics, that an acre will produce five dollars nett 

profit—a thousand acres five thousand dollars. He can 

afford to be fast on that. He don't understand his 

business ? W h y he is 6ure that he knows a thousand 

things that would astonish his father. Experience? 

Too be sure he has not had it himself, but he knows 

who has, and what it is. Of course he is safe—has a 

through ticket to fortune on |he Express, double quick 

time. This is the feeling of many young men. They -

want to start, not at the bottom, but at the top of this 

hill. This slow climbing up step by step; they don't 

believe in that! This working and waiting; they are 

going to do none of that! They are willing to work, 

but they are not going to wait. They want to reverse 

the order of the seasons, and reap in the Spring. They 

would like to reap just before they sow, so as to sow 

money jdstead of seed. The old way of beginning with 

a small farm and a few implements, and making up by 

slow degrees, is not consistent with their notions of the 

dignity of agriculture. This starting in a cabin, and 

building one room at a time, as the family, and farm, 

and purse enlarges, is all gammon to them. 

N o w this is just the point, we believe, young men 

have need to be set right on. Instead of beginning 

with much, they ought to begin with little. Instead 

of a large farm, they ought to have only a small one. 

Their experience is small, their judgment is weak, and 

their wants ought to be few. And beginning with a few 

acres, they will soon learn how to proceed to insure the 

best results. 
* Large streams from little fountains flow, 
Tall oaks from little acorns grow." 

Some educators try to make UB believe there IB some 
royal road to learning, by which dunces can take a short 

cut to the old college honors. But this is all false. It 

is a sham, got up to cheat fools. There is but one road 

to learning, and that is the hard old up hill way of se

vere study, and long, clpse application. True, there 

are many appliances now that the old students did not 

• have; many helps and short methods to particular 

things. But the old way, beaten by ten thousand weary 

feet, is the only way after all. Much the same way is 

it with the farmer. He must begin in youth, with acres 

bearing some proper relation to his experience anefhis 

actual knowledge. Let him buy a few acres, build a 

small house, secure a little stock, and such implements 

as he must have, and begin in a small Way. Let him 

raise his own seeds, plant his own nursery, increase his 

herds and cattle by natural geneneration, and not by 

purchase. Let hie own skill and industry supply his 

own wants, as far as possible. As he adds acres to his 

farm' and rooms to his house, and length and breadth 

to his barn, and numbers to his cattle, horses and herds, 

and comforts to his home, and right to his character 

and purse, he will feel a just pride in the thought'that 

all this is the result of his own skill and industry. He 

will learn how to keep and improve what he gets, and 

to add more and still more to his possessions. He will 

feel that he is, himself, a living power, capable of pro

ducing the means of comfort and wealth. He will be 

accounted, if not a "fast", a growing man; and a grow

ing man is always in the favor of his fellows. When a 

man is going up, everybody is glad to lend him a help

ing hand. All who know him, volunteer to do him 

service. But whgn he is going down, all step forward 

to kick him along. Every one accelerates his down

ward course. It is -always best, thetefore, to start at 

the bottom of the hill, and work steadily up.' Better be 

small, and rising a little, than great, and falling a little. 

The true course of every young man, in every business, 

is to begin at the alphabet ot his business, and rise as 

fast as he can safely and honorably. 

Pbtghkeepsie,l885. C. N. B. 

THAT AXE.—The other day I was holding a man by a 

hand as firm in its outer texture as leather, and his sun

burnt face was as inflexible as parchment; he was 

pouring forth a tirade of contempt on those who com

plain that they can find nothing to do, as an excuse for 

becoming idle loafers. 

Said I: "Jeff, what do you work at?—You look 

hearty and happy; what are you at ?" " Why," said he, 

"I bought me an axe three years ago, that cost me two 

dollars, that was all the money I had. I went to chop- • 

ping wood by the cord, I have done nothing else, and 
have earned more than 600 dollars, havo drank no grog, 

paid no doctor, and have bought me a little farm in the 

Hoosicr State, and shall be married next week to a girl 

that has earned 300 dollars since she was eighteen. M y 

old axe I shall keep in the drawer, and buy me a new 

one to cut my wood with." 

After I left him, I thought to myself, " that axe " and 

"no grog!" They are the two things to make a man 

in this world. How small a capital. That axe. H o w 

sure of success with the motto " no. grog!" And then 

a farm and a wife, the best of all. 
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miim^ Jfaftk 
Prospectus of tiie American Farmer. 

THE GENESEE FARMER, which has been published for 

the last thirty-four years in the city of Rochester, is 

now discontinued, and been merged in the "American 

Agriculturist." The large circulation which it has had 

during its publication, gives the best evidence that 

Buck a paper is needed in the Genesee Valley and West

ern New York. That 60 valuable a paper as the G E N 

E S E E F A R M E R should cease to be issued, causes genera] 

regret amongst its old friends and patrons. 

Many of the friends* of the old paper have expressed 

a desire, aud pledged their support and influence, to as

sist in starting a N E W A G R I C U L T U R A L M O N T H L Y , in the 

far famed Genesee country. Influenced by the strong 

, feeling felt and expressed on all Bides, we come before 

the public and offer to the Agricultural family at large, 

a paper which it will be our aim to make the most 

useful, the cheapest, and best Agricultural paper in 

America. W e shall spare no expense to make T H E 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R the "farmer's own paper." W e 

have made arrangements with an able corps of corres

pondents, who will give to our readers, their experience 

and advice .on all subjects relating to Agriculture, and 

Horticulture. With able editorial talent, and their prac

tical experience, we are confident we can make T H E 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R second to none. 

You, kind reader, can, by introducing the paper in 

your neighborhood, assist us greatly in this undertak

ing. W e rely entirely on your disinterested efforts 

to create a circulation for T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , and 

provided you, and the frienda of Agricultural improve

ment generally, come forward to our aid, we' shall be 

encouraged to persevere in this high and noble calling. 

Our terms will be $1,00 a year ; Five copies, $4,00; Eight 

Copies, S6,00; and any larger number at the same rates; 

or 75 cents each. 

Postmasters, and all friends of Agricultural progress, 

are earnestly requested to assist in making T H E F A R M E R 

known, and to communicate their experience for the 

Interest of the subscribers to tho paper. 

Commencing the publication of THE AMERICAN FAR

M E R so late in the year, we still hope to have this (Jan-

nary) number in the hands of the public by the 20th of 

December, and trust all who receive it, will lose no 

time in introducing it to their ncighbora. Send us 

your name, and get as many as you can of the farmers 

and horticulturists iu your neighborhood to join you. 

Address, 

JOHN TURNEE, PUBLISHJIR & PROPRIETOR, 

AMERICAN FARMER, ROCHESTER, ST. Y. 

E y Remember, and,address all communications tad 
subscriptions to THE AMERICAN FARMER, Rochester, 

N. Y. 

New York State Cheese Manufacturers' 
Association. 

THE Third Annual Meeting of the New York State 
Cheese Manufacturers' Association, will be held at the 

City of Utica, on Wednesday and Thursday, January 

10th and 11th, 1866. The Annual Address will be de

livered by X. A. W I L L A R D , A. M., of Herkimer Coun

ty, Wednesday Evening, January 10th. Mr. W I L L A R D 

is widely known as the best practical writer on the 

Dairy in this country, and his extended tours through 

the Dairy region eminently qualify him to give an ad 

dress that will be of great practical value to Dairymen. 

The following subjects are suggested for discussion: 

1st. The policy of sending an Agent to England to 

investigate and report upon the style of Cheese de

manded by the trade, and the method of manufacture. 

2d. The importance, new features, and requirements 

of the home trade. 

3d. The advantages and profits of connecting Butter 

with Cheese manufacture. 

4th. The policy of establishing a Dairymen's Sales 

Room and Depot in New York. 

5th. An arrangement for weekly circulars, contain

ing repot ts of prices and Bales made by the various 

Factories. 

6th. Forming a National Association. 

7th. Best grasses and stock for dairy purposes. 

N E W T Y P E . — W e present this, our first number of 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , to you, kind reader, in an 

entire new dress, and hope you will take us in your 

friendly hand and introduce us. Try to send us at 

least one subscriber. Read over our list of Premiums 

on the last page and see if you cannot raise a club 

among your numerous acquaintances, and secure one 

of those liberal prizes. 

FRUIT GROWERS' SOCIETY OF WESTERN NEW YORK. 

—The Annual Meeting of the Fruit Growers' Society 
of Western New York will be held at the Court House 
in the city of Rochester, on Thursday, the 25th of Jan
uary. There will be an exhibition of Fruits in season, 
to which all are invited to contribute. 

J A M E S VICE, Sec'y. 

N o w IS T H E TIME T O SUBSCRIBE.—We send this num

ber to several thousand persons where we wish to in

troduce T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . W e shall feel under 

great obligations to them if they will subscribe, and 

get their neighbors to join them in forming a club. 

Send on the names and the paper will be sent by return 
mail. 

CLUBS, C L U B S ! —Form Clubs; form them now. W o 

wish every person who receives, this copy of T H E F A R 

M E R would feel himself under a duty to get his neigh

bors to join him and to send on a club of subscribers, 

and keep sending names as long as he finds one who 
does not take the paper. 

WE would call the attention of our readers to tha 

List of Premiums on the last page, and our liberal offer 

to every subscriber at one dollar each. The engravings 
will be mailed to every subscriber to T H E F A R M E R on 

receipt of the above price, free of postage. 
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SUCCESS O F T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . — W e aro very 

much encouraged to persevere iu our efforts in starting 

a new paper by the great number of friends who have 

called upon us and offered their assistance, and prom

ised to get up Clubs, to all of whom we offer our sincere 

thanks, and shall be pleased to reciprocate their kind

ness in any way that lies in our power. 

» <«->. 
To O U R E X C H A N G E S . — W e have sent this number of 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R to several hundred newspaper 

publishers and should be glad to have them notice us. 

If they will Bend us a marked copy of any notice they 

may give, we will enter their names on our books for 

1866 and send them one or more copies of T H E F A R M E R 

without any charge. 

CHEAP READING.—This volume of THE AMERICAN 

F A R M E R will contain three hundred and eighty-four 

pages of instructive reading matter and will be filled 

with the experience of a host of correspondents. 

* <ritt»> . 
To O U R F R I E N D S E V E R Y W H E R E . — W e 6hall be glad 

to send a specimen copy of the A M E R I C A N F A R M E R to 

every person who will act as an Agent in procuring 

subscribers. 

Inquiries and Answers. 

MESSRS. EDITORS.—Please give me some hints for 
keeping poultry in winter.—J. B., Penfield, N. Y. 

Be sure your poultry are well housed, with a good 

window, with a southern aspect, as fowls love plenty 

of cheerful light. They will not lay and thrive in a 

dark, dirty house! Give them meat twice a week. Buy 

any kind of offal from the butchers, and they will thank 

you for it, and pay you well in eggs. Attend particu

larly to their having plenty of water. Snow is bad for 

them to eat. Clean out the house every fine day and 

give It a good whitewashing. Sprinkle plenty of sand, 

ashes or lime all round. Do not let dogs or cats go 

near the poultry house as they disturb the nests and 

the poultry. Keep it free from Vermin of all kinds, 

especially rats and lice. If troubled with the latter, 

pay particular attention to remove all dirt Give 

them a little sulphur and the lice will soon die or leave. 

Give them broken bones, broken oyster shells, and 

change of meat every few days, and you will be sur

prised how much better they will thrive and repay you 

in eggs. Attend to the foregoing and you will, even 

this month of January, find your fowls in a better con

dition to withstand the cold, and be in good heart 

for producing eggs and furnishing you with early chick

ens in the spring.—EDS. 

J. 8.—We shall at all times be pleased to hear from 

you on any subject suitable to tho columns of the Far

mer. 

LABELS.—See that all labels are in a condition to pass 

the winter without becoming effaced. Those on newly 

planted trees need looking to. The wire is often twisted 

on firmly at the nursery, and, when growth starts, the 

tree may become girdled. Labels or stakes, intended 

to be set in the ground, will last for many years if the 

•lower portion be covered with gaa tar. 

B. B., Pa.—Wo do not know the work you speak of 

" QuiERUs"—Bread is a vegetable diet. 

H. B., 07iio—Send on your sketch aud remarks and 

if suitable, will publish them. 

Penfield,-N. Y.—The Genesee Farmer is discontinued. 

You can get the back volumes or any missing numbers 

by applying to Messrs. O R A N G E , J U D D & Co., of the 

American Agriculturist, New York. 

S. H.-—We do not employ any traveling agents. 

S. R. S.—We have similar enquiries from others and 

will give you the following subjects upon which we 

should be glad to hear from you or any of our subscri

bers: 

1. What are the best substitutes for hay in feeding 

horses, cattle and sheep in winter ? 

2. On the cause and remedy for mildew on the 

grape. 

3. Best method of raising onions and the best varie

ties for market 

4, H o w many times a day should cattle be fed in 

Winter and the reason ? 

5. On buildings suitable for a small farm. 

6. On Poultry. 

7. On Sheep. 

8. On the best method of raising calves. 

9. On the value of carrots for horses. 

10. On the best breed of pigs. 

EDITORS FARMER.—Can any of your readers give mo 

a little advice in regard to some cherry trees that I am 

anxious to improve ? I came to this place about three 

years since and as I and my children, are very fond of 

all kinds of fruit, and cherries especially, we have been 

disappointed year after year in finding that two healthy 

looking cherry trees standing in the side garden do 

not bear as they should, not yielding over two quarts 

the first year. The second year just as bad. Last 

Spring, my neighbor told me to cut off the cods of 

the branches just above the fruit buds. I did BO, 

to some extent. The trees yielded far more in quanti

ty, but most of the fruit mildewed or rotted before 

becoming fairly ripe. If any one of your readers will 

give me some hints or ideas on the subject, he will do 

me and perhaps others a favor. A. RANNJEY. 

Rochester, N. Y. 

EDITORS O F A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . — I have, on the 

north side of my house, a few peach trees that every 

Spring- give signs of abundance of fruit, being covered 

with blossoms. But in the time of peach harvest, I 

look for fruit and find none. Can any of your readers 

account for this ? If so, let thein give their ideas er 

experience in the next issue of your paper.—E. S. T. 

SHOW BILLS.—We find it impossible, owing to the 

great press of business, to get out a show bill at this 

time, but wo hope our Agents will do the best they can 

for us in extending the circulation of T E E F A R M E R , and 

by next year we shall endeavor to get one out in good 

season. 
• f > i 

T H E R E are many young men who can raise a club for 

T H E F A R M E R by asking their neighbors to join them in 

forming one. All that is required is to show them the 

paper and tell them its low price. 
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Notes on the Weather, fr<jm November 1st to 

December 15th, Inclusive. 

The heat of the first half of November was a little 
below the general average, or as 40.3°. to 41.2° 
Of the second half, the numbers were, 39.2° to 85.0° 
Of the month the means were 39.7° to 38.1° 
The hottest morning in the month, 61.0 on the 17th 
" coldest " " " 20.0 " 29th 
" hottest noon, " " 66.0 " 17th 
" coldest " " " " 30.0 " 11th 
" hottest day, " • " " 56.7 " 17th 
" coldest " " " " 27.7 " 11th 
The water of the two halves was as 0.42 inch, to 1.28 

inch. Of the month, 1.70 inch. Yet the water was 

abundant, as in the two preceding months. The rain 

exceeded the average. Rain and snow on 21st to 

23d at times; snow all melted on the 24th inst. The 

canal has been free of ice, and on the 30th, the tem

perature of its water was 37 o; Indian Summer from the 

14th to the 18th. on the 29th and 30th the foliage had 

fallen from most of the trees ; by the 15th, only the 

weeping willow and a few others, retaining their leaves; 

and these had all fallen before the end of the month, 

except the shrub privit or prim, Legustrum, which was 

holding its green leaves on the very last of the month. 

Snow at Washington, D. O, on the 29th. The month 

has been quite favorable for farming operations and all 

ont-door work, though the first half gave some cold 

and raw, unpleasant weather for a week or ten days. 

The decline of the price of wheat in England, shows 

the harvest more abundant than was anticipated.. 

D E C E M B E R began very comfortably for heat; but the 

4th and 5th were warm and the 5th was 61° at noon, 

and 53.7 ° for the day. The 9th to the 12th were warm 

again and the 11th and 12th very warm and pleasant, so 

that we had more of Indian Summer. The 12th gave56 ° 

at noon and 50.7° for the day. The mean of the first 

12 days was 37.7°, and of 13 days was 36.8°, and of 14 

days, 35.5°. The wind changed from S. W. to W . 

early of the 13th, so that the heat was only 28, while at 

9, the evening before, it was 48°, a fall of 20° In a 

few hours. On the morning of the 15th,(the tempera

ture was 12°, a fall of 44° since the noon of the 12th. 

This change-began at the west more than a day earlier 

than here. At St Louis, on the 13th, the Mississipi 

was frozen, the cold being at 9 o. On the same day, 

snow at Nashville, Tenn., 2 1-2 degrees of latitude at 

the South. On the 14th, the eojd was 8° below zero 

at Cincinnati, as the Telegram read, in the forenoon. 

Mean heat of this half is 84.20; general average, 

31.07; and water, 0.58 inch. It would have been a 

warm half month if the last three days had not been so 

cold; as the mean of the first twelve days ia 87.6°-; 

and of 13 days is 36.8°; and of 14 days is 35.5; but as 

it is, the temperature ia 8.1 ° abov,c the general average. 

The range of the meanB of the first half of December, 

is from 22.9 to 87,7 and its mean, 81.1 o; and the heat of 

13 days equals tho highest just given, 87.7°,. 

To ADVERTISERS.—All advertisements should be re

ceived on or before the 15th of the month to insure 

Insertion in the following month. 

Advertisements that are of interest to farmers and 

only such, will be inserted in T H E A M E R I C A N FARMEr. 

English Method of Curing Bacon. 

As many persons have a preference for unsmoked 

hams and bacon, we give below the method usually 

adopted' in England. W e think this receipt would 

be very useful to persons residing in the city, and 

also to those who have not convenience for smoking. 

• The hogs are killed, scalded and scraped just as they 

are here, and hung in a cool place to harden but not 

to freeze. In about 28 hours they will be ready to cut 

up. The head is first severed from the body close to 

the ears, the hog is then split down the centre of the 

back and the two parts laid on a table. If it is desired 

to take off the shoulder, it should be separated at the 

first joint below the shoulder. The hams are cut from 

the sides, at the second joint of the back bone. Take 

out the leaf lard, then the tender loin, aud after

wards the spare rib. The sides are not cut up as iu this 

country, but are left whole and called flitches. The hama 

should be smoothly rounded, the meat and fat cut 

away and put into the lard or sausage meat. The flitch

es shouid be thoroughly rubbed with salt on both sides 

and laid upon a stone bench if convenient, and the 

brine allowed to drain away. 

Treat the hams and shoulders in the same manner, 

place them upon the flitches and cover weU with salt 

In a few days rub again, adding to the salt a little 

saltpetre, say one-quarter of a pound to two hundred 

pounds of pork. Allow the greater portion to the hams, 

shoulders and cheeks. The object of the saltpetre is 

to give the lean portion a good color, of course it is 

not necessary to put much upon the sides unless the 

spare-rib has been allowed to remain, as is sometimes 

the cose. Be careful to give an extra rubbing to tho 

knuckles and joints and see that they are well covered 

with salt. If the weather is very cold and the hogs 

are very largo, they will require to remain in the salt 

for five weeks. Three weeks ia quite sufficient for me

dium sized pork. At the proper time, the hams are 

taken up, rubbed dry and hung in a high kitchen to 

dry for several weeks. From thence, they are taken to 

a high and dry granery or store room and packed in 

malt. If malt is not convenient, then each ham may 

be rapped in papers aud hung in an attic or any dry 
place. 

EDITORS F A R M E R . — I herewith encloae $1 for he com

ing year. I have in a lot at the back of m y house, BUT. 

apple trees that some years have done pretty well, oth

er times not bearing at all. Last Spring, I wanted to 

sad m y back yard, and took considerable of the sods 

from under those trees. Thought no more about the 

matter till it waa time to gather the apples. The trees 

stand in a row, and the four centre ones were load

ed, yielding an average of three barrels to the tree. M y 

daughter, who is protty thoughtful abont most matters, 

observed and called my attention to- the fact that th# 

four trees which yielded so well were sodlesB, and the 

two outside ones the grass had not been touched. It 

8truck me as rather Bingular, and I thought I would 

ask tho readers of T H E , F A R M E R if there was anything' 

in it. E. B. B A Q L B Y . 
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Important Announcement. 

A request having been made to Mr. Barry at the 

last winter meeting of the Fruit Growers Society of 

Western New York, that he should deliver an address 

at tho meeting to be held January 24,1866, he has request

ed U3 to state, that he has made arrangements with an 

eminent fruit grower to supply his place, aud deliver 

an address, which will be of great interest to horticul

turists and fruit growers. We would advise all to at

tend that can possibly do so. 

NOTICE.—Since the first side of our paper went to 

press, the date of the mgeting of the Fruit Growers' 

Society has been changed from the 25tn to the 24th. 

prime Canada, Eye dull; held at 72@75cforNo. 1. Peas dull 
and inactive; held at 1.00 for Canada. Beans firm; held at 1 ® 
1.50 for new. 
SEEDS—Dull and nominal. Held at $4 for Illinois and 8.75 

for Wisconsin Timothy and $8 for Clover. 
D E E S S E D HOGS-Dnll ajid nominal! Held at Ho. 

CHICAGO MAEKET-Bec. 16. 
FLOUR—Market active and advanced 15@20c. 
GEAHST—Wheat dull and declined 4c, and subsequently ral

lied, closing firm at $1.32®1.82X for No. 1, and 92}£@93c for 
No. 2. Corn active at 46@47c for No. 1, and 4S@46c for No. 2, 
Oats dull at 26Vc. 
PEOVISIONS—Quiet. Mesa Pork, $26.50@27.08. Sweet 

Pickled Hams, 15c $ lb. 
HOGS—Quiet, and quotations nominal. Dressed In good 

demand for shipment at 10@llXc. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

T h e . American Farmer In Canada. 

AL long as the premium on gold continuas, we shall 

send THE AMERICAN FARMER to our Canadian subscri

bers at 60 centa each in cluba of five or more, or single 

subscriptions at seventy-five cents. 

If American money is sent, onr terms will be one 

dollar a year, or seventy-five cents in clubs. We pre

pay the American postage on all papers sent to Canada 

ox any of the British Provinces. 

POSTAGE ON THE AMERICAN FARMER, when paid 

quarterly in advance, is only three cents a quarter. 

We prepay the American postage on all papers sent to 

Canada. 
• . <a»> • 

ON page twenty-five, we give a fine illustration of a 

Winter Season. It is full of subjects for though^ and 

will call up many pleasant recollections to both old 

and young. 

NEW YORK. IHABKET.-Bec. 16. 
FLOTJE—Market opened dull and closed dull, with declining 

tendency. Sales 1000 bbls. at tho following quotations: Super
fine State *7.60@7.50. Extra State S.10@8.20. Choice State 
8 25@8 45 Superfine Western 8@7.50. Common to medium 
extra Western 8@8.40. Common to good shipping brands extra, 
round hoop Ohio 8.50@8.90. Trade brands 9@9.M—the market 
closing qniet. Canadian Flour is quiet; sales 260 bbls. at 
$810@8 36 for common, and 8.40@11 for good to choice extra. 
Eye flour quiet. Corn Meal quiet, Beans $2.75@2.95. 
GRAIN—The market for Wheat is qniet and l(&2c better, 

demand chiefly epeoulative. Sales are 69,000 bushels. Chicago 
Spring $1.60@1.80c. Milwaukee club 1.60@1.82. Old No^ 1 
Milwaukee 1.83@1.85c. Extra choice No. 1 amber Milwaukee 
1.90c. N e w amber State 2.'40c. Eye is quiet and steady. 
Barley dull; sales 6,000 bushels at $1.00 for btate Corn lc 
lower; sales are 36,000 bushels at 89©95c for unsound, and 95c 
for sound mixed Western. Oats quiet; sales at 48@63c for un
sound, and 60@63c for sound. 
PBOVISlONS-Dressed hogs 13&@13%c « lb. $2550® 

29 37X $ bbl. Beef at $11@14 for old plain Western Mess; 
180120 for new ditto. Lard 19@20)4c for WeBtern. Butter— 
Stoteinfirkins at 44@47c; in tubs 38@44c. Western 2o@32. 
Canada 80@85c. Cheese—there is little doing; Farmer's Dairy 
14@17>£c, and factory 17<a>18}£c. 

BUFFALO JIABKET—Dec. 16. 
FLOTJE—Market rules dull and unchanged. Sales 80 bbls. 

Canada bakers' at $9. Held at 11@11.60 for X X white Canada 
and western; 10@10-50 for amber; 9.50 for red winter; 8.75@9 
for Canada bakers'; 7.76@8 for spring and extra State. 
G E A I N — T h e market rules firm but dull; sales yesterday 

2000 bushels No. 1 Milwaukee spring at $1.60. Corn rales dull; 
sales yesterday .at 75c. Ohio on track at 67c. Oats dull; hold 
at 44c for No. 1 western, and about 85@40c for those out of 
order. Barley dull and nominal; held at about 95@1.00 for 

FRUIT AND ORNAMENTAL TREES 
FOR SPRING OF 1866. 

ELLWANGER & BARRY 
HAVE the pleasure of offering their usual large and com

plete stock of 

Standard and Dwarf Fruit Trees, 
GRAPES, 

both Hardy and Foreign—old and new varieties. 

STRAWBERRIES 

nd oth«r Small Fruits—oil varieties worthy of cultivation 

ORNAMENTAL TREES, 
FLOWERING SHRUBS, 
EVERGREENS, &c, 
ROSES, 
Including a fine collection of Standards three to five feet high. 

TEEE ABD HEEBAOEOTTS PJEOITOES, 

a great collection of new and beautiful varieties. 

BTJLBOTJS FLOWKE ROOTS, <feo. 

Planters, Nurserymen and Dealers are invited to inspect the 
stock personally, and to cxamino the following Catalogues, 
which give full particulars, and are sent prepaid to applicants 
who inclose stamps, as follows : 

Nos. 1 and 2, ten cents each, No. 8, five cents, No. 4, three 
cents. 

No. 1.—A Descriptive and Mnstrated Catalogue of Fruits. 
No. 2.—A Descriptive and Illustrated Catalogue of Orna

mental Trees, Shrubs, Eoses, &c, &c, &c. 
No. 3.—A Catalogue of Dahlias. Verbenas, Petunias, and 

select new Green honse and Bedding Plants, published every 
spring. 

No. 4.—A wholesale Catalogue or Trado List. 

ELLWANGER & BARRY, 
MOTXNT HOPE KURSEBIES, EOOHBSTHB, N. Y.'', 
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EIGHTH TEAE. 

GARDENERS MONTHLY, 
TWO DOLLARS A TEAR, IN ADVANCE-SINGLE NUM
BERS TWENTY CENTS. 

PUBLISHED BY W. G. P. BRLNCEXOE, No. 23 N. Sixth 
street, Philadelphia. 

EDITED BY THOMAS MEEHAN, Germantown, Pa. 

A Monthly Journal of Thirty-two Royal Octavo Pages, Devo
ted to Horticulture. Agriculture, Arboriculture 

and Rural Affairs. 

EVERY YEAR A COMPLETE VOUME, WITH FRONTISPIECE, 
TITLE AND FULL INDEX. 

ITS OBJECT 

Is not to leach Gardening. This is already well done in the 
works of McMahon, Buist, Breck, Bridgeman, Fuller, Chorll 
ton, Leuchars^Meehan, Burr, Barry, Downing, Neill, Elliott. 
Eand, Kemp, Watson, Smith and FeBseuden, which teach al-
that is practically known of the several branches of Gardening, 
But our aim is to inform the lover of Gardening of all trie 
LATEST IMPROVEMENTS IK THE ART. and to make our Journal 
an absolute necessity to every genuine Horticulturist in the 
.and. 
We believe we can truly say, that, since the establishment of 
the MONTHLY, there has not been a new or improved mode of 
culture, principle or science, that could be applied to Horticul
ture ; mode of pruning or propagating; new plant, fruit, vege
table, tool or implement, that may have originated in any part 
of the world, and might be of interest to Americans, that has 
not been promptly laid before our readers. Fashion and Taste, 
Art aud Science—all sources of rational enjoyment that have 
any bearing on rural pursuits—have been watched in their pro
gress, and our readers have been made sharers therein. Our 
motto is, " Excelsior." 
ITS EDITOR—THOMAS MEEHAN, 
Is a Practical and Active Florist, Gardener and Nurseryman, 
and a thorough Botanist, formerly Head Gardener to Caleb 
Cope, ESCL, at Springbrook, and at the Bartram Botanic Gar
den, near Philadelphia ; Graduate of the Eoyal Botanic Gar
den, Kew, England; Member of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences, Philadelphia, and Corresponding Secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society; Author of " The Hand 
Book pf Ornamental Trees," and will maintain the present 
high character of the MONTBXT. 

^ ? ~ Single subscriptions can be sent by Mail. Address to 
GARDENER'S MONTHLY, 23 N. Sixth street, Philadelphia; or, 
if Clubs, a postal order for amount to same address. 
J^~ We hold ourselves responsible for all money sent by 
postal orders. 
Gardener's Monthly and Horticulturist $4 00 

Gardener's Monthly and Am. Agriculturist 3 00 
Horticulturist, Hovey's Magazine and Gardener's 
Monthly 5 75 

We will also deduct 50 centra from the joint price of subscrip
tion of the MON T H L Y and any other Magazine, Journal or 
Newspaper published In the United StateB, when both are 
ordered together. 
The Seven Volumes of the Magazine, now issued, contain 
matter of great value. A complete set of the Magazine will, 
therefore, Be a doeirable acquisition to any one engaged in 
Horticulture. The Publisher will furnish these in sets, neatly 
bound in Cloth, for Two Dollars per Volume, or Two Dollars 
and Fifty Cents, by Mail, pre-paid—Twelve Dollars for the 
whole, Net Cash, the freight to be paid by the purchaser. Any 
single volume, in numbers, will be sent by mall, POST-PAID, to 
any place in the United States within 1500 miles from Philadel
phia, for Two Dollars; or any einglo, number for Twenty 

CHOICE FOWLS. 
W E are prepared to furnish a few choice specimens of 

WHITE FACE, BLACK SPANISH, 
BRAHMAS, DOMINIQUE, 

COCHIN CREPERS, 
GRIT DORKINGS, 

SERRIGHT, BLACK & WHITE BANTAMS. 
BLACK-BREASTED GAME, 

AYLESBURY, BOTJEN, 
CAYUGA AND BUENOS AYRES DUCKS. 

BREMEN, TOULOUSE, AND 
BROWN CHINESE GEESE. 

tW Letters of inquiry must be accompanied with a letter 
stamp for an answer, 

jnlt C. N. BEMENT, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

LUMBER AND LOG BOOK. 

SCRIBNER'S 

READY RECKONER 
The most full and complete Book ever published for SHIP 

BUILDERS, BOAT. BUILDERS, LUMBEE MEBCHANTS 
and MECHANICS, being a correct measurement of Scantling, 
Boards, Plank, Cubical contents of Square and Round Timber, 
Saw Logs, Wood, &c, comprised in a number of tables, to 
which are added Tables of Wages by the Month, Board or Rent 
by the week or daj, Interest Tables, &c. By J. M. SCEIBNER, 
Author of " Engineer's and Mechanics'Companion," "Engi
neer's TPocket Table Book, &c, &c. No book of its kind has 
ever had so extensive sale as this, OVER 300.000 copies have 
been sold, and the demand is 'constant and steady all over the 
United States, Canada, California, &c. 
K3F~ Price 30 cents, sent post-paid on receipt of this amount. 
The book can be had of booksellers generally throughout the 
United States. Book Agents will And this a very profitable and 
saleable work to carry; it takes up but little room, and will 
sell. Address • GEO. W. EISHEE, Publisher. 

Eochester, N. Y. 

Silver Medal Premium Fruit Plates. 

We publish a large list of beautiful Pictures of Fruit, Flow
ers and Shrubbery, all colored from nature, and refer to tie 
leading nursery houses in the country, who have ordered from 
us. Send for Catalogue, with full descriptions. A large 

SILVER MEDAL WAS AWARDED US 
by the New York State Agricultural Society at the Fair held at 
Utica. Tl. D A E E O W & BROTHER, 

Publishers and General Book Dealers, 
Eochester, N. X. 

A N T E D IMMEDIATELY, In each town la 
Monroe County, a man to canvass for three of the best 

Books of the age. Raymond's Life of Abraham Lincoln; J. 
T. Headley's History of the Rebellion or Civil War in the 
United States, and a new Quarto Photograph Album Family 
Bible, with Marginal Eeferences, Apocraphs, Concordance ana 
Index, Family Records, places for Family Photographs, the 
Psalms of David in metre, a table of texts, a table of kindred 
and affinity, a table of scripture weights and measures, a table 
of offices and conditions of men. and what has never before 
been added an account of the Lives and Martyrdom of the 
Apostles and Evangelist. Address L. H. D., Book Agent, or 
inquire at Darrow's Bookstore, Main street, Rochester, N. Y. 
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R O C H E S T E R 

T E L E G r E A P H I O I3STSTTX' U 'X'lEi. 

r • -mis most thorough course of Instruction ever introduced. Actual Business Practice carrtpfl nut m » m.^nin^ont m l . 
JL Practical Telegraphing with Sound Instruments. Office and ReceptionISomta magnificent scale 

BAKER'S BUILDING, COR. BUFFALO & FITZHUGH STREETS. 

w 

o 

a 
o 
o 

u 

o 
w 
<l 
H 
M 

BOGRCIlJVrcTS' EIMPORITTM:. 
The Whole Course can be taken by attending Evenings only, affording the advantages of the Institution to those who are 

confined by their callings during the day. 

Telegraph Department Open Day and ̂ Evening. 
For further information call at office, or direct 

BRYANT, STRATTON & CHAPMAN, 
ROCHESTER, N. T 

Flower and Vegetable Seeds. 

VICES ULUSTKATED CATALOGUE OP SEEDS 
—AMD— 

F L O R A L O-TJXDE 
FOB THE BFRmQ OF 1866, IS NOW PUBLISHED. 

r ' contains full descriptions of the choicest floral treasures of 
the world and the best vegetables, with plain directions for 

cottar*. Hlnstrated W I T H J. C O L O R E D B O U Q U E T T E and 
FIFTY W O O D E N G R A V I N G S of the newest and best flowers 
and containing about seventy pages. 
^B~ Sent to all who apply enclosing Ten Cents, which la not 

half the cost 
Flowers from seeds sold by me, obtained the first prizes at the 

principal Stato Fairs, and hundreds of County Fairs, the past 
summer. Address J A M E S VICE, 

Rochester, N. Y. 

J. M. THORBURN & CO'S 
ANNUAL CATALOGUE OF 

VEGETABLE AND AGRICULTURAL SEEDS 
TOR isaa. 

W I T H directions for their culture and management, will be 
issued about the 10th of the month, and mailed to all 

applicants. 
%ST G e n u i n e Early G o o d r i c h Potatoes. 

$1.35 per peck; $4 per bushel; $11 per barrel. 

Trade Price Lists for Dealers Only, 
N O W READY. 

J. M. THORBUEN A CO., 

IS John street NewYork, 
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SPLENDID OFFER! 

A HANDSOME PEESENT 
TO EVERY SUBSCRIBER TO 

The American Farmer ! 
AT ONE DOLLAR each, or in ClubB of Ten and upwards at 

Eighty Cents each, we will send a beautiful engraving 

of the late 

PRESIDENT LINCOLN AND HIS SON 

" at home." This is a splendid offer and we congratulate our

selves on having secured this valuable prize for our subscribers-

PEEMIUMS ! PKEMITJMS !! 

TO AG-E1TTS. 

We will send a copy of SCRIBNER'S READY RECKONER 

and LOG BOOK to every Agent who will send us five sub

scribers at SO cents each. 

We will send a copy of MINER'S DOMESTIC POULTRY 

BOOK to every agent who will send us Eight subscribers at 75 

cents. 

W e will send a free copy of the A M E R I C A N F A R M E R and 

either of the above books to every Agent who Will send us Ten 

subscribers at our lowest club rates of SEVENTY-FIVE 

CENTS each. 

We will send a beautiful Steel Engraving of Lieut. General 

GRANT, to every Agent, who will send us Sixteen subscribers 

at our lowest club rates of Seventy-five Cents each. 

We will send a beautiful engraving of tho late PRESIDENT 

LINCOLN, and also of GENERAL GRANT, to every Agent 

who will send us Twenty-four subscribers. 

Our object in offering the above liberal Premiums is to create 

a large circulation for the AMEEICAN FARMER, which we 

desire to introduce into every town and village in tho country. 

We send the paper to any address. Additions to clubs can be 

made at any time. 

Subscription money may be forwarded by mail at my. risk 

without being "registered." Address 

JOHN TURNER, 

Publisher and Proprietor, AMERICAN FARMER, 

Rochester, N. Y.' 

DEWETS FETJIT PLATES," 
EIG-HT H30NDRKD VARIETIES. 

NEW CATALOGUE 
nst issued, containing over Two HDNDBED new varieties, 

Nurseryien and Tree Deatoptase order Catalogues. 

Horticultural Bookseller, Rochester, N. Y. 

10.000 HIanctta Rose Cuttings ! 

GUT 10 to 12 inches long, $5,00 per 1,000. AIBO 25,000 
ANGEK's QUINCJ3 STOCKS. 

SALTER & ANTHONY. 
Rochester, N, Y. 

' C O N T E N T S O F T H I S N U M B E R . 

Farm and Farming -J 
Farmers' Winter '. • w 
Shocking Corn....: .'—• JJ 
Farm Buildings, Insurance of 11 
Fowls, best variety of 11 
Notes for the month, by S. W . 12 
Honey Bee 13 
Manuring Trees • - •- 13 
Cattle Plague and tho Price of Meat in England....,., 14 
Unleached Ashes as a Manure 14 
H o w to cut and Trim Pork 14 
Chloride of Lime for Vermin 18 
Field Mice and Meadow Moles, 16 
PearTrces 16 
The Guinea Fowl - If 
Winter management of Cows 18 
Cottage Eesidence 19 
Attraction of the Soil 20 
The Crops of 1885 20 
Winter care of Cattle 21 
Colts at Weaning Time 21 
Value of Weeding.. 21 
Cows 21 
Value of a Ton of Straw 22 
W o r k for January 22 
Manure Pits 22 
Spirit of the Agricultural Press, . . , , . 23 

A great Crop of Roots, . . . . . . 23 
Warts on Cattle . 23 
What do you do with Soap Suds 23 
Mould, 23 
Drying Cows . .23 
Bones 23 
Farmers' WTork Shop, 23 
Cattle for the Dairy, . . . . . . 24 
Pork for a Bushel of Corn, , . 24 
Straw and Beef, . 24 
Hogs, , . , 24 
Beat Method of Keeping Beef, . . . . . 24 
Management of Ewes, . . . 24 
H o w to fill an Ice Honso, . . . . . . 24 

HOimcULTUKAL DEPARTMENT. Planting an Orchard, . . . 
Pruning Grapes, . . . . 
Trees vs. Rabbits, 
Prolific Clover Roots, 
Fruit and Fruit Culture, 
Plants fpr Special Purposes 
H o w many Degrees of Frost will Apples bear, 

DEPARTMENT. 
Fashions for January, 
Childhood, 
The Thrifty Widow, . 
Receipts for Christmas, 
Illustrated Puzzles, 

A Curious Incident, 
A n Oil Story, 
Patrick's Colt, 
True Honesty, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

YOTTNG PEOPLES' PAGE. 

EDITOR'S TABLE. 

Prospectus of the American Farmer, 34 
N e w York Stato Cheese Manufacturers' Association, . . 34 
N e w Type, 34 
Fruit Growers'Society of W . N . Y., . . . . 34 
Enquiries and Answers, 85 
Notes on the Weather, 30 
To Advertisers, . . .38 
English Method of Curing Bacon, . . . . 88 
Markets, 

niUSTRATIOKS.-

Cow, . . . , . 17 
Cottage Residence, 19 
Winter Scenes, 35 
Illustrated Puzzles, . . . 81 
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V O L U M E I. EOCHESTER, N, Y., FEBRUARY, 1866. No. 2. 

T H E AMERICAN F A R M E R . 
A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF 

AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. 
ELLUSTEATBD WITH NUUESOUS ENGRAVINGS OF 

Farm Buildings, Animals, Implements, Fruits, &c. 

Volume One, for 1866. 

One Dollar a Tear, In Advance. 

Five Copies for $400; Eight Copies for *C00; and any larger 
number at the same rate. 
f^"AU subscriptions to commence with the year, and the 

entire volume supplied to all subscribers. 
^^"Postmasters, Farmers, and all friends of Improvement 

are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscriptions. 
Specimen numbers sent to all applicants. 
Subscription money. If properly enclosed, may *be sent at the 

risk of the publisher. Address, 
JOHN TURNER, 

Publisher and Proprietor, Bochtiter, JK Y. THE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 

IT is known, we presume, to all the readers of 
T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R — a large and very respect
able family, daily and rapidly increasing in num
bers—that the late Genesee Farmer1 was sold by its 
publisher, Joseph Harris, to Orange Judd & Co., 
of N e w York, publishers of The American Agricul
turist. It is not known, however, to many, that for 
the price paid by Judd & Go.-;five thousand dol
lars—Josaph Harris agreed, by signing a bond, 
not to write for any other paper, but also " T O D O 
ALL IS H M POWER TO PREVENT AND DIS
COURAGE THE PUBLICATION OF ANY OTHER JOUR
NAL OF A LIKE CHABACTEE IN ROCHESTER OR 
ELSEWHERE." A still less number are aware that 

Mr. H., not only designed to sell all the subscribers 
to the Genesee Farmer, but all those w h o have been 
in any w a y connected with its publication. These 
eeem to be the facts, as w e judge by a 
"card"published in the January number of The 
Agriculturist. Joseph Harris if very prompt to ren
der n p the "poundof flesh" at the bidding of his 

masters, and takes this course w e suppose, to fulfill 

the bond which compels h i m to oppose all other 

agricultural papers. T h e following is the "card" 

referred to: 

"TO THE FRIENDS OF THE GENESEE FARMER. 

" R O C H E S T E R , N. Y., Dec. 16, 1885. 

" As previously announced, I transferred the Genesee 
Farmer and Rural Annual, to Messrs. O R A N G E J U D D 
& CO., ot the A M E R I C A N AGRICULTURIST, New York, 

thinking that this arrangement would be advantageous 
to myself and the patrons of the Genesee Farmer. 
" But it seems that a young man In my employ, whom 

I left to mail the December number of the Farmer, 
while I was absent, surreptiously printed and put in 
copies of the paper, a circular, stating that a now 
Agricultural Journal would be started in Rochester, 
published, I presume, (for I have not seen the circular̂ ) 
by the young man himself. 
" Now, while this is exceedingly annoying to me, and 

clearly a ' breach of trust,' on his part, yet I do not 
suppose that any one receiving the circular will be 
misled by it For fear, however, that possibly some 
may not at first detect the fraud, I have thought it best 
to make this statement of the facts in the case. Should 
it be necessary for the protection of the patrons of the 
Genesee Farmer, legal proceedings will be instituted, 
restraining this young man from availing himself o1 

the advantages, (however small), of this dishonest con. 
duct. As he has hitherto borne a good character, I 
presume he was induced by other parties to put in the 
slip, and lend his name to an cntcrpriso which they 
must have known would end in failure. I should let 
the affair quietly drop, only that I fear some of the old 
friends of the Genesee Fanner may be Imposed npon. 
I trust that every one of them will take the A M E R I C A N 
AGRICULTURIST, and I am sure that they will not then 
regret that the change hag been made. 

"J08EPH HARRIS." 
In reply to these personal charges w e simply say 

that Joseph Harris has, very wisely for him, failed 
to institute the " legal proceedings" threatened, and 
which he knew at the time of writing it would be 
impossible to carry out. O n the contrary, w e hold 
him responsible for all damages or loss which we 
may sustain through his " card," or his personal in
sinuations, and also Messrs. Orange Judd & Co., for 
having published the same, and shall at the proper 
time commence proceedings to have them prove 
or pay for these base slanders.,v Mr. Harris' offer 
to m a k e a public retraction, will not n o w satis
fy us. This, and only this, w e say on matters per
sonal. 
But this matter is a question in which the public 

are interested. W e always supposed that any per 
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son had a right to publish an agricultural or any other 

paper, and to advertise the same in any paper, and 

that the people had the right to patronize such 

journals as suited their tastes. W e never had 

the least idea that an editor owned his subscri

bers, and could sell them out at a dollar per head! 

Yet Joseph Harris lays claim to such preposterous 

absurdities. That the old subscribers to The Genesee 

Farmer object to such a trade our subscription hooks 

give abundant evidence. 

Joseph Harris affects to think there was something 

awful in our starting a new paper here, after Tiie 

Genesee Farmer was discontinued or united with the 

Agriculturist. It would be well for the over-virtu

ous and ridiculously indignant Mr. H. to look at the 

origin of The Genesee Farmer, which he tries to 

bury so deep as to be beyond resurrection. If he had 

continued its publication a little longer he certainly 

would have succeeded in this, as its subscription 

list had decreased to less than four thousand! 

The Genesee Farmer was commenced by Luther 

Tucker, the venerable agricultural editor of The 

Country Gentleman, in 1831. At the death of Judge 

Buel, of Albany, in 1839, Mr. Tucker removed The 

Genesee Farmer to Albany and united it with The 

Cultivator, (long edited and published by Judge 

Buel), under the title of "Tlte Cultivator—a consolida

tion of Judge Bud's Cultivator and the Genesee 

Farmer." N o sooner was the removal known than 

arrangements were immediately made for commenc

ing a new paper, under the name of The New Gene

see Farmer. After a short time the word "Hew" 

was abandoned, and the paper assumed exactly the 

name adopted by Mr. Tucker, which was at least 

hardly honorable. This was the origin of the paper 

and the name, the "good will" of which Joseph Harris 

has sold; but Mr. H. came in possession of The Gene

see Farmer in a manner at least not very hon

orable, " but as he has hitherto borne a [tolerably] 

good character!" we do not wish to irritate a tender 

spot, or call up unpleasant reflections. W e leave 

the reader to say whether the origin of T H E A M E R 

I C A N F A R M E R , coming out boldly and independently 

under its own name, is not far- more honorable than 

that of The Genesee Farmer—and if the owner of 

such a concern should not be a little modest in mak

ing charges upon those who are far too honorable to 

•follow in their footsteps. 

This " card" of Joseph Harris is published in a 

circular, with several columns of introduction by 

Orange Judd & Co. This production is remarkable 

only for the incorrectness of its statements, and as 

evidence of the puerile vanity of its author. Read 

the following extract: 

"Subsequently, Mr. Judd and Mr. Harris frequently 
met and discussed the best methods of developing and 
improving the Agriculture of our country, and Mr. 
Harris talked of joining Mr. Judd in the Agriculturist, 

but it was finally thought best that AS T H E Y W E R E 
T H E O N L Y M E M B E R S OF T H E A G R I C U L T U R A L 
PRESS, SPECIALLY E D U C A T E D F O R THIS PRO
FESSION, IT W O U L D B E B E T T E R T O DIVIDE 
THEIR SERVICES." 

Only think of this 1 W h a t important meetings! 

H o w the fate of the nation and the world hung in 

the balance, when these two young men met to 

discuss! And yet all the world was profoundly 

ignorant of these momentous meetings! Where 

was the agent of the Associated Press, that notices 

of these meetings were not telegraphed all 

over the country ? W h a t makes the matter worse 

is the fact, so modestly announced, that these two 

gentlemen were " T H E O N L Y M E M B E R S O F T H E 

A G R I C U L T U R A L P R E S S S P E C I A L L Y EDUCAT

E D F O R THIS PROFESSION"!!! W e always 

thought Luther Tucker, Sanford Howard, John J. 

Thomas, L. B. Langworthy, and a host of others of 

our agricultural writers, knew something about 

agriculture and editing agricultural papers, but it 

seems we were mistaken. W h a t a good thing it 

was these two luminaries concluded to "divide their 

services," so as to give us light at two different 

points! And now that they are to be divided no 

longer, we fear something bad will happen. 

To be serious, w e are sick of such silly trash. 

There are gentlemen now engaged in writing for 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A B M E R and other agricultural 

journals, who were practical agriculturists and skill

ful writers for the agricultural press when Orange 

Judd was peddling his salve or "cuticle" for sore 

fingers—and Joseph Harris was doing errands and 

other chores for Mr. Lawes, in England. 

The truth of the whole matter is this: the pub

lisher of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , w h o m Joseph 

Harris calls " a young man in m y employ," is 

brother-in-law of Mr. H., and has had almost the 

entire control of the business of the office for many 

years. If we had been allowed entire control, Tiie 

Genesee Farmer would never have run down to/ow 

thousand subscribers, nor would Joseph Harris have 

been tempted to sell it. W e intend to throw our 

whole energies into the publication of T H E AMERI

C A N F A R M E R , and with the aid of a host of intelli

gent correspondents and the assistance of our 

friends everywhere, our paper will soon rank among 

the most valuable and successful of the agricultural 

papers of the country. 

G O O D R U L E S T O R F A R M E R S . — 1 . Perform every 

operation in the proper season. 3. Perform every 

operation in the best possible manner. 3. Always 

keep your implements and tools in first rate order. 

4. Finish one job before you begin another. 5. After 

finishing a job always return your tools to their pro

per place. 6. Attend personally to all your affairs, 

and see that the business ia effectually done. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 43 

" The heart is hard in nature, and unfit 
For human fellowship, as being void 
Of sympathy, and therefore dead alike 
To love and friendship both, that is not pleased 
With sight of animals enjoying life, 
Nor feels their happiness augment his own." 

T H E coldest, dreariest, most uncomfortable and 
unproductive month of all the year is upon us. De
cember and January both have their little oasis in 
the Christmas holidays, and the N e w Year's wel
come, March and 'April are happy in being the 
heralds of the glorious May, but February, has no 
bright spot to cheer its loneliness, unless, perhaps, 
w e except the day when cupid holds his revels, send
ing his missives of'love from post to post, and caus

ing many a heart to remember in after years, with 
tears of joy, the 14th day of February. 

W e in vain try to persuade ourselves that the 
thoughts that press upon our mind as being appro
priate to the month for our readers, are unnecessary 
and uncalled for. It is in vain that something 
whispers in our ear, telling us that intelligent 
farmers need not to be reminded that this is the 
month when their domestic animals need more care 
and attention than perhaps any season in the year. 
It is in vain, indeed, for while we would fain 
believe that every one of God's creatures are warm 
and comfortably provided for, and their every want 
anticipated, our daily witness bears fearful evidence 
to the fallacy of the thought. 

Standing around the warm fire and talking with a 
friend, in one of our city stores not long since, we 

were somewhat startled by the hurried entrance 
and excited manner of a lady to whose attractive 
countenance the unwontedness of the occasion had 
added a doable charm. j 

Singling out the proprietor, she said, " I should 
think, sir, that you would be'ashamed to be taking 
your comfort in a warm room, and leaving that 
bundle of chickens floundering in the cold and snow 
at your door." N o one answered her, she said no 
more, but passed on, closing the door after her. 
W e felt as though an angel had departed, and 
looked to see what influence her words and appear 
ance had effected. The proprietor, who was at 
heart really a kind hearted man, had thoughtlessly 
left the chickens in the condition in which he had 
purchased them, went to the door and brought in the 
innocent cause of the scene. There were six of 
them, fine birds, worthy indeed of better treatment, 
all tied in one bundle by the legs, and that quite 
tightly, and we could not wonder at the righteous 
indignation of the good Samaritan, who had so 
timely come to their deliverance. H o w often do we 
see sheep and calves brought to market and thrown 
ruthlessly upon the pavement with positively their 
four legs tied into one. W e are ashamed to say 
that sometimes the pony who does Sabbath duty, 
stands at the church door, blanketless, on a February 
day, while the family is cosily hearing the doctor's 
sermon; but this is a rare case, and the church-going 
man is usually a merciful man to his beast. Many 
a stable boy schools himself to believe that forsooth, 

because the pump is far from hand, and the pond 
has received its icy coat, that the animals under his 
care do not need water, or can do without it, now 
that they do not experience the dryness of the 

summer's heat. 
A friend of ours, otherwise esteemed, when de

prived of the services of the man who usually milks 
his cow, will sooner than leave his comfortable fire-
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side| hear the piteous bellowing of the animal from 

six o'clock till bed time, asking to be relieved of her 

milky burden, and asking in vain. H o w often the 

farmer encumbers the kitchen with his presence, 

when from every seam and crack in his barn and sta

ble, come the painful pleadings of his dorriestic ani

mals, asking for only a nail, a hammer, and a lath to 

make them comfortable. Instances accumulate on 

our mind. W e might go on to tell of uncomfortable 

beds, the painful itching of the troublesome tick to 

the poorly fed sheep, the yearnings of cattle for a 

little salt—the unsatisfied appetite of the merely 

straw-eating animal, the nausea arising from a 

lack of an occasional dinner of turnips and ruta

bagas—the unpleasantness of the effluvia emanating 

from an undue accumulation of excrements, &c. &c, 

ad infinitum. But we forbear. All we aim at in this 

little article, is, to bring before the thinking, intelli

gent and active farmer, a few hints from which he 

can derive practice for the future, and food for. 

thought for a February day. 

OUR EASTERN LETTER. 

WJtmjtX FOB THE AMEEICAN FAKMEK, BV G. E. BRACKETT. 

THE WEATHER.—As the weather is the fashion

able standing topic for conversation, we may as well 

allow its claims of precedence, by opening our letter 

with " a fine morning, but rather cold, sir," which 

is the case with a clear sky, fresh, northerly wind, 

and the mercury down to zero. And really, the 

weather during the past month has proved worthy 

of this priority, as well as its right to a special 

record, for it has shown such extremes of tempera

ture as are unusual even in this variable climate. 

During the last days of December, it alternated from 

cold and squally, with the mercury at ten degrees 

on one day, to warm and spring-like on the next, 

with the thermometer indicating fifty degrees. But 

the coldest " snap" of the season was last week, 

during which the mercury did not rise above thir

teen degrees below zero for nearly three days, and 

the coldest reached during the term was twenty-four 

degrees below zero on the morning of the 7th of 

January. This is the longest continuous cold 

weather we have experienced for many years, and 

the lowest temperature since the " cold Friday," 

February 8, 1861, when we recorded thirty-two 

degrees below zero. W e have had but about four 

inches of snow, and no sleighing. The ground is 

now bare, and frozen hard and deep, which is bad 

for grass, roots, and the next year's hay crop. 

M A R K E T S . — T h e prices for our agricultural pro

ducts are quite satisfactory, though far below those 

of last year. Large quantities of hay and potatoes 

are shipped from this port to Boston, N e w York, 

and cities further South. Potatoes are now sixty 

cents a bushel; the variety grown, almost wholly, 

is known as the Foote. Hay is ten doUars per ton 

for pressed, and ten to twelve dollars for loose; last 

year it was twenty-five dollars per ton. Apples 

$1.50 to $2.00 per bushel. Stock of all kinds is 

high ; milch cows $50 to $75 ; four-year old steers, 

girth six feet, $140; working oxen; 6 1-2 feet, $150. 

B O A R D O F A G R I C U L T U R E . — T h e Maine Board of 

Agriculture meets at Augusta on the 17th of Jan

uary. It is composed of one member from each 

county in the State, which has one or more agri

cultural societies within its limits, and its duties 

are advisory to the Legislature upon subjects pertain

ing to the agricultural interests of the State. The 

Industrial College question comes up this session 

for final decision. The prospects are not very flat

tering. Several sites have been offered for the 

proposed college and farm, but the trustees have 

failed to obtain the necessary amount of subscrip

tions to erect the needed buildings. 

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES IN N E W ENGLAND. 

— B u t one vear of the five allotted by Congress for 

the establishment of the Agricultural Colleges now 

remains. Nearly all the N e w England States have 

taken action towards complying with the require

ments and accepting the national endowment. 

Massachusetts is about establishing an independent 

institution, but in close proximity to Amherst 

College. Connecticut has connected her fund with 

Yale College. Rhode Island and N e w Hampshire 

will connect theirs with their universities, and 

Vermont, according to a notice now before us, pro

poses to unite hers with the University at Burling

ton. In Maine, as above stated, the matter remains 

to be decided. It is doubtful if we can locate inde

pendently, and rather than lose the benefit of the 

endowment, shall have to unite with some existing 

institution. 

T H E C A T T L E L A W . — T h e prohibition of cattle 

from Canada, in view of preventing the importation 

of the cattle disease, causes considerable feeling 

across the border, and will probably have the effect 

of raising the price of stock in Brighton and Cam

bridge markets. The whole number of cattle from 

Canada last year was upwards of 10,000, which was 

a larger number than from any State except Ver- -

mont. The aggregate amount of live stock in these 

markets last year was, cattle 121,023; sheep 310,458; 

swine 83,678. Of the whole number, "Vermont sent 

204,361, or nearly one-half. 

T H E E I G H T H O U R S Y S T E M . — O u r readers will 

have noticed the agitation in favor of an eight 

instead of the ten hour system. Speaking in re

gard to what effect such a system would have 

upon farming operations, w e need only say it is 

wholly impracticable. 
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H O W W E FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY. 

WRITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FARMER, BY " P. 0. K.11 

FARMERS, of different sections of the country, 

ought to exchange information through T H E 

F A R M E R as to their manner of farming, arid inter

change ideas, so that they may profit by one 

another's experience and observation. 

I propose to write for T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , a 

series of articles, describing our method of farming' 

in the Genesee country. 

Thirty years ago, the expression, " The Genesee 

Country," suggested a vision of golden wheat fields, 

and the best brands of flour. 

I remember iu 1844, Listening to a political speech 

by Frank Granger, in which I was startled by the 

declaration that " more flour is packed in Rochester 

than in any other city in the world." I suppose 

that he uttered the truth then, but it is now, a truth, 

no longer. The fertile Genesee country is no longer 

a great wheat growing country, and the once cele

brated .brand of Genesee flour is unknown to the 

present generation of flour dealers in the great 

metropolis, where it was once as current as Orange 

County butter. 

The gradual exhaustion of the soil, the inevitable 

result of running to a single leading crop, the rav

ages of the midge, and the competition of the virgin 

west, rendered wheat culture unprofitable, and 

compelled the Genesee farmer, as a measure of self-

preservation, to resort to a varied agriculture, the 

only kind that can prove permanently successful. 

Wheat is not entirely banished from the farms of 

the Genesee country, but will probably continue to 

occupy a subordinate place in a judicious rotation 

of crops, on large farms, but it is no longer king. 

The last twenty-five years has brought about 

great improvements in the condition of the Genesee 

farmer. He is more intelligent, better .educated, 

lives in better houses, has more attractive surround

ings, keeps better horses and other stock, rides in 

finer carriages, dresBes better, reads more, and a 

higher class of books, papers and magazines, and 

has, generally, more of the elegancies and refine

ments of cultivated society. H e thinks less of 

attending the circus and Jim Crow show, and more 

of listening to the first-class lecture or sermon. 

H e frequently rides five or six miles with his 

family, winter evenings, to attend the Athenaeum 

course of lectures, and. is an attentive and appre

ciative listener. H e is often better read than the 

business man of town, as he has more leisure for 

reading, devoting less time, during the season of 

long nights, to business and society. 

A N F A R M E R . 45 

FARM HOUSES.—One who was acquainted with 

the Genesee country forty or fifty years ago, would, 

on revisiting it at the present time, probably be 

struck with the improvement in farm buildings, 

particularly farm houses. 

The pioneer commenced with his rude log house, 

chimney on the outside, composed either of stone, 

or sticks and mud, and but one apartment. This 

was succeeded by an improved log house, with a 

brick chimney inside, and several apartments, or 

a small frame house, uripainted, and without orna

mentation. Now, you see a frame house, painted, 

with blinds, projecting roof, more elaborate finish 

internally and externally, or a brick or stone house. 

There is still great room for improvement in the 

architecture of farm dwellings, and the fourth 

series will probably present a beauty in design, and 

a convenience in arrangement, that will excel any 

thing the world has yet known. 

TOO MUCH LAND. 

•WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FAEMEE, BY J. L. HERSET. 

MESSRS. EDS.: WE wish to say a few words on the 

advantage of small farms. H o w many of our farmersi 

would he benefited by selling one-half of their land,.. 

and applying the proceeds to the improvement of the • 

other remaining half. A farm of sufficient size to -

deserve the name, can scarcely be too smalL A n 

acre of land well tilled, and with plenty of manure, 

will produce more than four of poor land, and takes 

less labor. A small tract takes less fence—and hence 

they can be better made, which keeps out breechy 

cattle, affecting another saving. . All the labor on a 

small farm is accomplished with a saving of time— 

and he who saves time, saves money also. The going 

and returning from work, the hauling of manure 

and produce—-each and all is Quicker done. The 

owner can- see over his place, very quickly, and his 

hat in the field will sometimes do more than both 

M s hands. No greater mistake can be made, and. 

perhaps no one oftener as we think, than that of 

buying too much land. 

Extending our domains while our lands are not; 

half equal to what they are capable of. This buy-

ing land is a sort of inherent vice of our nature. It 

existed among the Romans, as is believed, from the • 

instructive lesson of the father and his two daugh 

ters. One was married, and ho gave her one-third 

of his farm; the two romaining thirds were equal to. 

the whole; the. other daughter became a wife, and 

he granted her. an equal, portion, and the one-third 

that was left to the father was still equal hi its pro

ductiveness. Is it not best to live for ourselves as. 

well as for our children ? H o w many of us do and 

have forgone the comforts ot life to obtain more 
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land, and portion it out to our children! The same 

money expended in rendering our dwellings conve

nient, in a good carriage in which to attend public 

worship, and visit our relatives and neighbors 

during the leisure that is oftenest found with a 

small farm, would keep our wives and daughters 

in better humor. 

Many of our farmers are deficient iu shelter for 

their fuel, and it has to be dug out of the snow, and 

they have so much to see after on a large farm— 

always driven for time, that it is not laid, in before

hand and cut and split, and dry, ready for use. A 

good wood house is built for the price of one or two 

acres of land; and in cold, stormy weather, how 

much ill feeling and family jars might be obviated! 

To have a good commodious wood house to go and 

get an armful of dry wood, that will send its cheer

ing rays all round that cosy kitchen; so that the good 

wife can go about her culinary employment with a 

smile ; then that family group will be more prone to 

be grateful to the Dispenser of all good; hence by res

training our desire for more, and applying what we 

might thus spend in bettering our condition, we in

sure peace and cheerfulness at our firesides, and 

improve our moral condition also. Charity and the 

blessings of life begin at home; hardly a house, or 

the buildings near it are as convenient and comfort

able as they might be made. If we are sometimes 

met with fretfulness, when we should have smiles, 

let us see if there is no cause. I have made a few 

observations, and I find that the most thrifty and 

well-to-do farmer listened to the words of caution 

given to him by his wife within doors. Many of 

our farms are sufficient for three or four ; and, in

stead of our sons going South to seek their fortunes, 

would not that father feel far happier in seeing him 

ssettled near him; if not, he is one who is blinded 

hyrthegods of this world, and when the scales fall 

from his .eyes, it may be forever too late. 

W H E W TO SELL PRODUCE. 

WErDTEN FOR THE FAEMEE, BY G. E. BRAOEETT. 

T H E R E is no question we are oftener asked, than 

" when do you think I had better sell this, that, or 

the other crop, and do you think such an article 

will be higher or lower 1" To such questions as the 

former, our invariable answer is, "sell when it will 

pay to sell;" and to the latter, " we cannot tell you," 

for in these changeable fimes, no man can tell what 

a day may bring forth as regards the produce mar

kets. Of course, there are certain general facts 

which have a bearing upon the matter, but these, 

every farmer who is posted, as he ought to be, fully 

understands. 

Yes, our advice .always is, *eH^our crops when it 

will pay to sell them; when the amount received 

will equal the cost of production, with a fair per

centage on the capital employed. This is what w e 

consider sound advice, and the true policy, being a 

safe course under all circumstances. If the market 

price will not amount to sufficient to make good the 

cost of production, you are fully justified in holding 

on to your produce, as a general rule ; but if it will 

return that and good interest in addition, you are 

on the safe side to dispose of it. You may hold on 

to your produce longer and obtain a much higher 

price, but the chances are just as good that there 

will be a decline, and you are a loser. 

But this is merely introductory to the subject we 

wish to refer to. W e advise you to sell when it will 

pay to sell, but we fear the advice is-counsel thrown 

away. Not but what you understand our meaning 

fully, but because you are in no condition to profit 

by it. H o w many of you can tell when it will pay 

to sell your crops, or know how much they cost in 

the aggregate, or by the pound, bushel, or ton, as 

the case may be? Can you tell whether you are 

making or losing, whatever the market price may 

be ? There is the rub. W e think we are safe in 

saying that not one in a hundred of you know the 

cost of your crops. You think, guess, calculate, 

it is about so much, but you don't know. Now, 

how are you going to tell whether you can afford to 

sell-at this, that, or the other price. Wheat maybe 

forty cents or a dollar and a quarter, and potatoes 

fifty or seventy cents a bushel; you don't know 

whether it will pay for you to • sell yours or not, 

because you can't toll what it cost you. And so you. 

" go it blind." If you hit a price that pays, you. 

consider it luck; and if you lose, you " grin and, 

bear it." 

This is no way to do business. W h a t would you 

think of the merchant who knew nothing of the 

cost of his articles, and sold just as it happened. 

You, even you, would see the impropriety of such a-

course. Then why not apply it to your own busi

ness—your own profession. If anything, it is only 

more complicated than the merchant's, therefore, 

requires more attention, and a stricter approach to 

method and system. Make a new beginning, and 

next year, know what your crops cost, and then you 

can tell how to sell. If you will not do it for your

selves, do it for the sake of your boys, that they 

may not be in the condition you are, when they farm 

for themselves. Look before you leap. Forewarned 

is forearmed. Or, as the modern adage has it, " be 

sure you're right, then go ahead." But you can 

never be sure you are right until the present slip

shod method of fanning is done away with, and a 

system is -followed which is more in accordance 

with the needs of those who gain a living by culti

vating the soil. 
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FARMING IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY D. TV. SEMFSEL. 

MESSRS. EDITORS :—I do not seek a place among 

your correspondents for the purpbse of advising or 

instructing others on a subject or business in which 

I a m but a novice myself; but to impart such infor

mation in regard to passing events or circumstances 

transpiring in our locality, as may be of interest to 

the reader in other parts of the country. Some of 

our croaking farmers complain of the high taxes 

they have to pay in consequence of the war. Per

haps their party feelings have something to do with 

magnifying the burdens they have to bear, which 

are more imaginative, than real; for when did ever 

our farmers get better prices for their produce. Even 

here, in the little town of Northumberland, wheat 

is selling at $2.40 per bushel; corn $1.00, out of 

the field ; last year old corn was as high as $1.75 ; 

other grain in proportion, and hay sold for $26.00 

per ton. It is not quite so high now ; but in all 

probability will be up again before spring. Beef is 

now selling here at 13 cents by the side, or 12 and 

14 by the quarter. Pork is worth 20 cents whole

sale. Beef on foot, 3 cents; and hogs or shoats, 12 

cents on foot, or live weight. Butter is worth 50 

cents per pound; eggs; 30 cents ; lard, 30 cents ; 

tallow, 12 cents ; potatoes are worth $1.00, and have 

been sold as high as $1.50; new potatoes brought 

$2.00 a bushel this summer; apples sold at $1.00 

per bushel, and cider $8.00 per barrel. Peaches, 

$4.00 per bushel, and very scarce ; smaller fruit was 

abundant. Poultry was also pretty well up. 

Money is plenty, and as good as ever it has been. 

W h o does not like "greenbacks?" Labor com

mands good wages. Almost any out-door work 

commands $2.00 per day; good mechanics $3.00 per 

day. Help on the farm can be got by the month for 

about $13.00, and board, or $150.00 a year, and 

house rent- free. Of course, what help is hired 

during hay and harvest, is much higher for a short 

time; yet I do not think farmers ought to complain, 

taking all things into consideration; as a general 

thing they have never been more prosperous, unless 

by inadvertency. A caBe of this kind I will relate. 

This fall one of m y neighbors, a clever farmer, 

but rather on' the old-fogy order, threshed out his 

clover seed, of which he had about twenty bushels. 

H e hurried it off to market at Sunbury, about five 

miles, passing Northumberland, his nearest market, 

(only two miles,) and crossing the river, paying tolls, 

and taking more time; and selling out his load or 

what he had at $6.75. W h e n on his return home, 

he stopped at the store in Northumberland, when 

the merchant informed him that if he had brought 

his clover seed to him, he would have given him 

$7.50 per bushel for it ; but it was too late then to 

repent; but he may profit by this lesson of experi

ence taught him in this transaction. 

— ^ ^ ^ o ^ * ^ 

NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY "S. W." 

WEITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FARMER, 

SOMETHING NEW FROM THE SOUTH. 

A FRIEND in Memphis sent me The Loyalist, a 

newspaper now published weekly in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Unlike many Northern prints, it is 
more zealous than practical. It is free from all 

clannish or party feeling, combatting only the un

reasonableness and rancor of Southern feeling 

towards the friends of equal rights at the North ; 

and this the editor does at times with great declam

atory power, intermitting occasionally into a grim 

humor, showing up the editors of the South as 

being forever haunted by the nightmare that some

body is going to asperse the character of Southern 

people, and to deny that they are just as brave and 

generous and chivalric as anybody else. 

This very practical editor, made an excursion of" 

several hundred miles down the Mississippi audi 

back by steamer, improving his time among- the-

legion of passengers, to find the business,, social I 

and political opinions of such as "could gi«9 a rea

son for the hope that was in them." He sets dowm 

the conversation with each in numerical Older, from 

No. 1 to No. 15. Twenty- five young rrum>from. Ten-, 

nessee, who had been in the rebel army, were* -going • 

to Lamar county, Texas, to form a settlement-; four 

or five had gone ahead to buy lands- to form a stock-

growing settlement. They expressed no regret for, 

the failure of the Confederacy, speaking frankly of. 

the past, and hopefully of the-future. Others were-

going down the river withi a Memphis real estate -

broker to see, and probably purchase cotton planta- • 

tions ; they had no fear, that the negro would not 

work for wages, or at least for a share oft the, crop,;, 

they also averred that a man could now go into cot-*-

ton growing with a small capital, as he had no • 

negroes to buy. A ci-devant rebel general was going 

to take charge of Si plantation, of which he was a 

part owner. He was not sanguine that negroes, 

would work for wages, but he intended to offer them 

a share of the crop. H e said some planters gave a 

fifth, or a sixth, and others half, after deducting all 

expenses. No. 11 was a shrewd old plantation ne

gro, who had cleared his two bales this season, free 

of expense, working on shares, which he preferred 

to $20.00 a month wages. A lively old planter, 70 

years of age had resided during the war on his plan

tation in Mississippi; it was interesting to hear him 

tell how both sides " worriet" him; he had lost four 

hundred cattle, his slaves, and much other property 

by the war, and now he was going to hire his form/-
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slaves and make a lig " crop" next year; his son 

thought " President Johnson the best m a n in either 

North or South." No. 13 was a planter from Bayou 

Bartholomew, who said planters there were gener

ally discouraged, from the fear that the blacks would 

not work for wages, and they very generally want 

to sell their plantations. Two bales to the acre was 

easily made there; the soil is first rate, but fevers 

prevail. 

T H E MAKING A N D SAVING MANURES—THE VALUE 

OE ABSORBENTS. 

One great cause of the waste of manures, is the 

fact that a great many farmers are not aware, that 

the liquid evacuations of the animal, contain nearly 

all the fertilizing elements of the animal faeces. 

Liebig tells us that the urine of the animal contains 

nearly all the nitrogen and phosphoric acid of the 

excrements; much of what remains has no quick

ening power. But so fully impressed are some of 

the N e w England farmers with the truth of the mat

ter,- that the principal subject of discussion at one of 

their farmers' clubs, was in relation to the best 

absorbents for liquid manures, muck, compost, &c., 

and their value and management. It was asserted 

at the Valley Farmers' Club, in Massachusetts, last 

winter, that with all the care, with tight floors and 

the best absorbents, dry swamp muck, turf, sand, 

loam, &c, no farmer saved more than one-fourth part 

of his best manure, the urine. It would seem that 

in that region all the cattle are stalled in winter, and 

it must be a very sandy region, for it was said that 

sand was used as an absorbent, because " straw was 

dear, and clay was too expensive." One fanner said 

that he used tho finest sand he. could get for his cat

tle stalls..as .the coarser the sand the less liquids it 

-would absorb. This agrees with Schubler's weil-

.tried. experiments. He says that swamp muck dried 

under cover is the greatest absorbent; that 100 parts 

.of .dry humus will absorb from an atmosphere well 

saturated ,with mojsture, 12 pounds of water in 72 

hours ; and a rich garden soil, 6 pounds ; a stiff clay, 

4 pounds; a calcareous sand, a quarter of a pound; 

.and a silicious sand none at all. Tho same continued 

experiments found that .dried humus would absorb 

190 per cent of water, while pure sand only imbibed 

25 per cent. Hence the value of humus in the soil 

in a drouth, and the value of clay over sand as an 

absorbent, to say nothing of the greater affinity of 

clay than sand, for the fertilising .elements of manure. 

n O W SOME FARMERS MAKE THEIR PORK. 

Here is a farmer who had to kill his hogs early in 

December, just as they were putting on fat to great 

profit, because his half-manured corn-field did not 

yield corn enough to feed them any longer. This 

season he manured better and got a large corn crop; 

but having no old corn to begin with before harvest, 

.his hogs fattened so slowly on new corn that he had 

to keep them until January, and then they had only 

arrived at the most profitable point of their keeping, 

Had he paid double price for a few bushels of old 

corn, and fed it to his hogs, ground or boiled whole, 

one month before harvest, it would have nearly 

doubled the weight of, his hogs. Corn kept over to 

feed hogs is better than money at twenty per cent., 

interest. Per contra, here is a market gardener who-, 

killed an April pig on the 3d, of January, which 

weighed 368 pounds,, double the weight of the fann

ers old hogs. This pig had all, the sour milk and 

buttermilk of one cow, plenty of ground old corn, 

with all the weeds and vegetables lie would eat'.-

through the season. H e was kept in a pen, and in 

the fall he was fed corn, boiled, until it cracked open, 

all he would eat, with now and then a squash or* 

pumpkin boiled with it. This m a n said that new corn 

did not pay for grinding. It is better to feed boiled 

meal warm, in cool weather, and it should never he 

suffered to ferment; sour swill occasionally for a 

change, or to sharpen the appetite, may do—but nutri

tion is lost in the acidulous fermentation, I once 

bought of a woman, a hog -weighing but 160 pounds. 

Yet, she said it had eaten since corn was ripe, 80 

bushel baskets full of ears, besides swill, pumpkins, 

&c. It was killed about the 1st of January. On 

questioning, she said it had no- other pen or shel

ter than a pen of rails without a floor. Rails and 

straw were laid over one corner, but she admitted that 

the hog had a wet Mid muddy, rather than a warm 

berth. N o wonder the animal had to eat so much 

to support animal heat, or that he weighed so little 

as he had to work off his adipose matter in rooting 

to find the shelled corn. 

UNDERDRAINING, FALL RIDGING AND TRENCHING. 

Taking off surplus water is only one advantage of 

underdraining; it also makes a tenacious soil more 

friable and absorptive, and a soil is always produc

tive in proportion to its capacity to hold water in ab

sorption ; vegetable manure or clover sod plowed in 

will make a soil absorptive for the time being; but 

unless it is underdrained, as soon as vegetable matter 

is exhausted by cropping, the soil is compact and 

hard again, and it will not only be much later in the 

spring before it can be planted, but it will also fail 

to stand either a wet or a very dry summer. 

Ridging and trenching in the fall is also a great 

promoter of early vegetation in the. spring, particu

larly for a tenacious soil. N o garden in which clay 

predominates can he made to vegetate early without 

fall plowing, or ridging with the spade, which is still 

better. The frosts of winter are great manipulators; 

nothing more is to be done in the spring but leveling, 

and a light application of fine compost manure, par

ticularly if coarse, unfermented manure has been 

turned under in the fall. ' Sand and anthracite ashes 

should never'be applied directly to a stiff clay with-
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out being first mixed with stall or vegetable manure, 

because the affinity between clay and sand only 

makes an adhesive mortar. But clay once amelior

ated by compost made of sand and manure, needs 

nothing but exposure to the frosts of winter to 

make it ever after loose and friable. 

CARE AND MANAGEMENT OF STOCK 
EN WINTER. 

WRITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY S. P. KEATON. 

MESSRS. EDITORS :—There are but few persons, I 

presume, who have traveled through the rural dis

tricts in winter, who have not had their attention 

drawn to the manner in which some farmers keep 

their stock through the winter. Some are found 

exposed to the cold, north-east wind, with an apolo

gy for a shelter, consisting merely of an old straw 

hovel, or, perhaps, the south side' of a stack of stalks, 

or straw. To such farmers as are in the habit of 

wintering their stock in such exposed and unshel

tered places, I would say to them, that the place in 

which stock is kept during winter in this latitude, 

is of more importance, and has more effect, upon 

the condition of the animal, and the amount of« food 

consumed, than many farmers are aware of. Some 

may say, " H o w is it? M y cattle are seemingly 

healthy; they eat coarse fodder with great avidity." 

This may be so; but have you tried the experiment 

of giving your cattle good, warm shelter during the 

winter 1 If so, you must have discovered the dif

ference between , the amount of fodder consumed, 

and the difference in the condition of the animal. 

Now, the difference is caused by this very fact: 

that the animal exposed to such treatment as we 

have alluded to, is required to breathe oftener, and 

consequently, the action of the lungs will be in

creased as the temperature of the body decreases. 

Now, then, in order to keep the animal in condition, 

the machinery must be kept in motion. This in

creased action of the lungs being caused by the ex

posure of the animal to the cold, will, as professors 

have demonstrated, call for an extra supply of car

bon from the food, using up the starch, oil, &c., 

"which would otherwise have gone to cover the frame 

t>f the animal with fat. Thus, you will see, that a 

large proportion of the food given the animal is 

consumed in the lungs to keep the body warm, con

sequently, as the animal grows poorer under this 

•condition of treatment, it becomes less able to resist 

the cold. So, you see that at last, all the nutriment 

contained in the food eaten by the animal exposed 

in such situations, is used up in the action necessary 

to keep the animal from freezing. Thus, you will 

see at a glance, that the best system to be pursued 

is warm and unexposed shelter for stock during 

winter. 

Another point of profit is very apt to be over

looked by many farmers. That is, the care of their. 

young and growing animals. The best hay, all tlin 

grain and roots, are usually given to the cows, and 

working oxen. The young animals are left, as it 

were, to shirk for themselves, with coarse food, and 

scarcely any accommodations at all, unless, perhaps, 

the cold side of an old stack of hay or straw. The 

young animal should constantly be kept growing, 

from the time it is taken from tho cow until it 

comes to maturity. In order to do this, they should 

have good care and warm shelter, with plenty of 

good, and nutritious food. This will cause the 

young animal to grow rapidly. Its muscles will 

then be constantly developing, and increasing in 

size, its bones will enlarge and become solid, its 

whole frame .will enlarge from day to day in so rapid 

a manner as to be perceptible. The daily waste 

of the body is much larger in proportion, in the 

young animal than in the full grown ; for they are 

possessed of a more active circulation, and conse

quently, the body changes its constituent particles 

more rapidly. It has been said by some that quite 

young animals renew their whole body in a single 

year; hence, the importance of good care and a 

good supply of wholesome, and nutritious food. 

The farmer that provides well for his young ani

mals, will find that he will soon have well and full 

developed animals, coming early to maturity. On 

the other hand, the man that allows his young 

cattle no shelter and no better than coarse and un-

nutritious food, will find that his are one year 

behind his neighbors in coming to maturity; and 

though he may fancy ho has made a saving of food, 

it would not be difficult to show him that every 

hour of his fancied gain was a positive loss. 

LICE ON FOWLS.—Do not let your hens grow poor 

and cease laying, because they are covered with lice, 

when a remedy is in almost every house—we mean 

kerosene oil. Take each fowl and rub a small quan

tity under each wing, and we will venture to Bay they 

will thank you, whether the lice do or not.—J. L. H. 

W e tried the above on our fowls, but found that 

pure kerosene was too strong. It turned tho color 

of the skin, which soon pealed off. It should in all 

cases be diluted with a little water, and applied with 

great care. W e found the use of sulphur well dust

ed into the plumage, an effectual remedy.—EDS. 

WoRTn TRYING.—It is said that hog's lard is the 

best thing to give to hens to make them lay. , Mix, 

it with their feed—a small piece as big as a walnut 

will set a hen to laying immediately after she has 

been broken up from her setting—and thus hens lay 

through the whole winter. Will some try the expe

riment, and then report the same in T H E A M E R I C A N 

FARMER. 
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PLANS FOR THE FUTURE. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FARMER, BY LYMA2T NORTON. 

WE were reposing, on a sultry August noon, un

der the Balm of Gilead trees that shaded the car

riage way to our paternal home, listening to the con

versation of several farm laborers, who were taking 

their nooning under the same balmy shade. Amid 

the group was » revolutionarysage by the name of 

Fosdick, who was also listening. W h e n the conver

sation flagged, Fosdick sprang to his feet, and with a 

military air and voice, called, " Attention I" " Well, 

boys," he exclaimed, "how many of you have 

formed plans for the future. I learn from your con

versation, that some of you are about to enter upon 

the great campaign for life, or as m y good wife, 

Rosy, would say, are agoing away from home to 

seek your fortune." Amid the merriment and jokes 

that followed, the boys, all, save one, answered that 

they had no settled plans. One young man had 

formed his plan for the campaign. " Good," cried the 

old sage, " come forth, Ichabod, and receive m y bless

ing ; but first let m e know something of your plan ; 

not all of it, but something relating to general af

fairs." 

" Well, Mr. Fosdick," answered the so-called Icha

bod, I am resolved to give m y leisure time to the 

acquirement of useful knowledge, that I may adore 

m y Creator acceptably, and be able to Berve m y 

country in its halls of legislation, or elsewhere. I 

a m to acquire property to the amount, at least, of 

twenty thousand dollars, and in m y declining years, 

should God spare m y life, I am to be a farmer, with 

ample means, leaving an inheritance to the children 

of but, no matter, you are not to know all," and 

with laughter, and the old man's blessing upon 

Ichabod, the siesta broke up. 

It is now nearly forty years since the above trans

pired, and the incident was brought home to our 

mind by a recent visit to the home of " Ichabod." 

True to his plan, he has stored his mind with useful 

knowledge; he adores his God by his munificent 

charities; he has served his district in the Legisla

ture of his Nation and State, and now, in his de

clining years, is living on broad lands, with ample 

means. Our ancient friend received us at his man

sion with much warmth, and as we followed him to 

his library and took the proffered chair, he remark

ed that we had come in good time, as he was that 

day employed upon his plan for the coming year, 

and wished to consult us about planting oat some 

ornamental and fruit trees on some newly acquired 

lands. " Shadow of Fosdick," we exclaimed, " is 

it possible your blessing yet rests upon Ichabod, 

and has the boy's resolution of forty years ago, 

grown and strengthened with the man. 

"Even so," answered our friend. "From that 

time, every year, I have made m y plans for the 

next, and although I have not always made m y 

plans come out as I desired, yet to them I owe my' 

success in life." 

Our friend's remarks reminded us of what we saw 

and heard during a western tour last season in Ma

son and Tazewell counties in the State of Illinois. 

W e had occasion to visit many farms, and as our 

business was partly to learn something of the agri

cultural wealth of Illinois, we made many inquiries, 

taking notes, &c. W e found the price of farms to 

vary from ten to fifty dollars per acre, and that too 

in the same neighborhood, where the soil was of 

equal fertility, and buildings of nearly the same 

cost. 

W e asked of Mr. D. " W h y is it, you value your 

farm at fifty dollars per acre, while Mr. 0., on the 

other side of the ridge, offers his for twenty dollars 

per acre ?" 

" Well," said Mr. D., " I reckon I have a right 

smart chance of fruit. M y plan was, when I came 

to this prairie, to set out shade trees around m y 

building plot; next, a young orchard, and then other 

ornamental and fruit trees, with grape vines, , 

strawberries, and other small fruits.- Following up 

m y plans, I reckon I have a right smart display of 

shade trees, and fruit for family use and for sale. 

It is this that makes you eastern men want m y 

farm, and I have been offered fifty dollars per acre 

for it. M y neighbor 0. came here a year before I 

did. H e has not any shade trees or fruit trees that 

bear, as it w a only last year that he found time to 

set out fruit trees." 

W e also visited the farm of Mr. P., who had, in 

like manner, ornamented his grounds with shade 

and fruit trees. H e could take fifty dollars per acre 

for his farm. On inquiry, Mr. P. informed us that 

his plan was to be up with the times, with fruit and 

other trees, and that he intended to be first in such 

matters, took the agricultural papers, kept a record 

of our rare plants and fruits, and always made hiB 

plans for the coming season. 

On the opposite side of the road lived Mr. K. 

W e called upon him; he was truly a noble-souled 

man, with a big heart. H e raised good corn, nice 

pigs, fine horses, yet he had neglected to ornament 

his grounds. His buildings were without any 

architectural taste or beauty. W e inquired of him 

about his method of culture, and plans for the fu

ture. He informed us that he seldom troubled his 

head about plans; took the world as it came. His 

farm was in the market at fifteen dollars per acre. 

W e could cite many other like comparisons. 

In the great and glorious plan of the universe, 

man, as the master of the earth, has much to do. 

He must improve and beautify its surface; he must 
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fell the forest, cultivate its wide plains, drain its 

marshes, fertilize its deserts, regulate its waters by 

dikes, canals, rivers, and lake improvement. Perfect 

the animal kingdom by skillful system of breeding ; 

improve the vegetable kingdom by the selection of 

choice seeds, plants, vines, and trees, and by experi

mental and improved culture; by hybridizing and 

fertilizing; plant out the earth with beautiful trees; 

arbors, blushing with fruit of the vine; fields, wav

ing with the choicest cereals, and gardens blooming 

with delicious perfumed flowers, until the whole 

earth shall bud and blossom like the rose. 

The new year has dawned upon us in peace, and 

the prospect for America is again glorious. 

During the stormy days of winter, and the long 

evenings, let us draw around the table with the 

family circle and mature our plans for the year. 

All of us are not Ichabods, with our plan ready 

made. Some of us are behind hand in that respect. 

There is yet time ; let us improve it at once. • Are 

we intending to build any out house, or dwelling 

next summer. If so, let us, with the aid of an 

architect, or master builder, at once review and per

fect our plan for the same. Have bills made out for 

all the materials, so that the heavy materials may 

be procured and drawn during the winter months. 

Let us examine our plan for working the farm, 

and note any proposed change for next season. 

Have we got all the stakes, rails, and fence mate

rial w e shall need; seed grains, clover and grass 

seeds. Do we wish any new varieties of grain, or 

potatoes ? W h a t about the garden ? Have we 

plenty of seeds saved, and preparation made'for a 

good supply of early plants ? Have we any room 

for more trees or vines ? W h a t about the ice house ? 

Is it in condition, With saw-dust for the receiving 

and packing of the new crop of ice, soon to be man

ufactured in nature's great laboratory. 

Like skillful generals, let us mature well our 

plans, leaving no weak points, and when fully set

tled, with promptness, vigilance, and untiring ener

gy, see that all is as it should be, and our word for 

it, you will not regret following the example of 

" Ichabod." 

^ 
A F A C T . — S h o w m e a thrifty, practical and experi

mental farmer, and I will show you a man who 

reads works on agriculture, or who borrows hints 

from a neighbor who takes agricultural papers. 

Show m e a farmer whose fences are going to decay, 

whose half-starved cattle are strolling over a brush 

field, and who spends his days and nights lounging 

at stores and bar rooms—and I will show you a man 

w h o is on the down grade, and takes little interest 

in agriculture, and does not patronize an agricultu

ral paper. 
. -^MS-V^Bt'-flBS^—' 

U N D E R D R A I N L N G is always advantageous. 

THE WEATHER IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FAEMEE, BY J. L. HERSEY. 

UP to December 16, the ground was as free from 

snow as in September, and cattle were turned off in 

the pastures to browse. There has been several 

small sprinklings of snow, that speedily left as 

though it came out of season. It seems as though 

winter must be shortened somewhat; but the fag 01 

butt end may come in the spring. Farmers have an 

excellent opportunity to cut and pile their fuel foi 

another season, and those who are so slack as to 

neglect this long period of probation, can blame no 

one but themselves; and with Wood cut and piled 

neatly up, it is fine business to sled it up to the 

door. The swamps are now filled up with water, 

and when winter does set in, we opine serious busi

ness, keeping highways well broke out and looking 

to the stock, seeing they are well supplied with 

water. Do not let the large ones domineer and 

drive away the calves, so that they do not get theii 

supply of. water daily; and it is well to see that 

Piggy has a good warm nest. H o w grateful he will 

grunt his thanks! See that the good housewife 

is not destitute of good fuel. It goes far toward 

keeping a good .disposition. 

. FACTS WORTH REMEMBERING 

" COSMO," in the Philadelphia Saturday Evening 

Post, gives the following facts worth' remembering: 

It is worth while for all farmers, everywhere, to 

remember that thorough culture is better than three 

mortgages on their farm. 

That an offensive war against weeds, is five times 

less expensive than a defensive one. 

That good fences always pay better than law suits 

with neighbors. 

That hay is a great deal cheaper made in the sum

mer, than purchased in the winter. 

That ahorse who lays his ears back and looks 

lightning when any one approaches him, is vicious. 

Don't buy him. 

That scrimping the feed of fatting hogs, is a waste 

of grain. 

That over-fed fowls won't lay eggs. 

That educating children is money lent at a hun

dred per cent. 

That ono evening spent at homo in study, is more 

profitable than ten in lounging about country 

taverns. 

That cows should always be milked regularly and 

clean. 

That it -is the duty of every man to take some-

good, reliable, entertaining, paper, and pay for it 

promptly—of course. 
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P U R E B L O O D M E R I N O E W E , ««©TTSY." 
T H E above cut correctly represents the pure blood ewe, " SUSY"—one year old last spring. Bred by Isaao J. Whitney, of 

Clarkson, N e w York. This ewe was sired by a celebrated pure blood American Merino ram, " Cortez," three years old, bred by 
Mr. Whitney from a sheep purchased of E. G. Farnham, of Vermont, and by him bred from a sheep purchased of Erastus Rob
inson, by him purchased of Charles Rich, and bonght by him of Sir Andrew Cock, of Long Island. 

HOW TO RAISE ONIONS. 

WRITTEN FOB THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY B. C. BOOFTELD. 

To raise onions, the seed must be good, not more 

than two years old, and produced from large, well 
shaped onions, which have been preserved from 

frost, and set out as early in the spring as tho 
ground will admit. The balls containing the seed 

should bo taken off when they show a brown 

cast, and the seeds have turned black, and spread in a 

dry, airy place until thoroughly dry. 

V A R I E T Y . — T h e globe shaped, deep red onion, 

known as the Wethersfield Large Red, or the West-
port and Globe Onion, is regarded the best producer, 

the largest, and most valuable in the New York 

market. 
W h e n sown thin, standing not less than four 

inches apart in the rows, it yields abundantly. It is 

of a beautiful color and shape, tender in cooking, 

keeps well, and will bring from one to two shillings 

more in eastern markets than other varieties. 

SOIL P R E P A R A T I O N . — T h e surface should be level, 

or a little inclined, and as clean from all weeds as pos

sible. Better cultivate the ground on which you 

propose to raise onions, ono year before you put 

them on it, and not allow a single weed, of any 

kind, to go to seed, and when you have the ground 

made as rich as you would have for a crop of cab

bage, sow tho seed by means of a drill, or other

wise, in rows from ten to twelve inches apart, as 

early in the spring as the ground will work without 
clogging. Tho surface should be left quite smooth, 

by means of a rake head or hand roller. Some of 

our Western onion growers use the field roller 

drawn by two horses. As soon as the onion appears 

the work of weeding should begin, whether any 

weeds have appeared or not. The surface should 

be immediately stirred, by means of a weeder of 

some kind, and this process should be performed 

so often that no green thing may appear among 
the onions. W h e n the second weeding begins, the 

plants should be left thinned to within three or four 

inches of each other in the row. It will require at 
least ten cords of well rotted manure per acre 

annually, to cause the same plot of land to produce 

a full crop of onions, from which a yield of from 
five to eight hundred bushels may be annually 

expected. 

P U L L I N G A N D G A T H E R I N G . — W h e n the tops have 

turned a yellowish brown color, they should be 

pulled and left scattered over the surface of the 
ground to cure. They should be stirred, or turned 
over occasionally, till frosts or full rains are 

expected, when they should be removed during the 

dryest part of a dry day to a dry place, from whence 

to be marketed. 

Like all other farm crops, the quality is improved 

by selecting the finest specimens for seed. I obtained 

Westport, or Globe Onion seed from Westport, 

Connecticut, about ten years ago, and have been 
able to send them back the seed of the Westport 
Onion improved the last few years. 

" RAISE your own clover seed, and sow it with an 
unsparing hand." 
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TROUT BREEDING. 

IT has been said that some things may be done as 

well as others. Over a year ago Seth Green, of your 

city, so decided, and concluded that trout breeding 

and growing could be made to pay as well as the 

breeding of cattle, sheep or hogs. He cast about for 

a location for his operations, and concluded that the 

waters of the Caledonia Spring Creek would be the 

most favorable for the enterprise. Negotiating with 

John McKeuzie, who owned over half a mile of said 

stream, by paying him two thousand dollars, he ob

tained the stream and two rods of land on each side 

of the same from high water mark. He then com

menced arranging reservoirs or ponds for the trout. 

Ou the 15th of September, 1864, he had two ready, 

and Began taking trout from the stream with the fly. 

By the 15th of November he had about fifteen hun

dred breeding trout in one reservoir, and over two 

thousand in the other too small for breeding pur

poses. The trout soon began to occupy the spawn

ing bed, and in about ninety days he obtained from 

them one hundred and sixty-two thousand eggs 

which were deposited in gravel beds for hatching, 

which process commenced after remaining there 

about ninety days. He was successful in the hatch

ing operation. H e was under the necessity of turn

ing about 50,000 into the main stream for want of 

room in the reservoirs, which were well filled with 

the little finny tribe. Since arranging for the young 

stock he has added to his breeding stock about 

twenty-five hundred more, and over three thousand 

to the stock that are too young for breeding, and he 

is adding to the stock almost daily from the stream 

with his rod and fly. His next crop of eggs, which 

will be almost countless, he does not expect to be 

able to arrange ponds for the whole, but will turn 

the Utile'fishes into the main stream. His object 

for the present is to increase the breeding stock and 

not offer any for sale till his stock comes up to the 

full extent of ground he has provided. Ponds 

may be overstocked with fish, as well as fields with 

cattle. Liver appears to be best adapted to trout 

feeding of anything artificially furnished. After 

being cut fine some of his fish are supplied from the 

running stream—others are fed. Those fed increase 

in size more rapidly than those that look up their own 

food. By the course which Mr. Green is pursuing, 

it is believed that in a fow yoars the noted Caledonia 

Spring Creek will be as well supplied with trout as 

in any former time. The enterprise of Mr. Green 

is so favorably viewed that he has sold his one undi

vided half in the purchase for six thousand dollars. 

A visit to the grounds, and seeing those trout by 

thousands while they are being fed, must be inter

esting to all who ever attempted to throw the fly.— 

R. K, {Mumford.N. T.) 

JOHN JOHNSTON'S FARM. 

A CORRESPONDENT of Tiie Country Gentleman 

gives the following account of a visit to the farm 

of John Johnston, the great farmer of Western N e w 

York, situated on the eastern shore of Seneca Lake: 

The soil on the east side of the lake is a rather 

heavy clay loam, or a gravelly clay. Mr. Johnston 

has been here forty-four years, coming upon the 

place when there was nothing but a log house to 

live in, and clearing 63 acres of the 112 of his first 

purchase. All the buildings on the home farm and 

the one above it have been erected under his super

vision. The farm a few years since contained 806 

acres, but recently about 200 acres have been sold, as 

he found in his increasing age and failing health 

that so large a farm required more care and atten

tion than he could well give it. His farm now, 

therefore, consists of about 100 acres, and is very 

pleasantly located, sloping to the lake. The build

ings are substantial—erected for use and not for 

show. He says he attributes all his success to man

ures and drainage. He obtained specimen tile from 

Scotland in 1835, and introduced their manufacture 

in this country. He commenced tiling in 1838, lay

ing a few tile when it was very wet. Not much was 

done, however, until 1849, when, as he expressed it, 

" I went in strong." In one year 42,000 tile were 

laid. 

In those times the ditches were dug for 12 cents 

per rod, and the excess of crops paid for tiling right 

along. He was twenty years in finishing, and has 

laid in all 223,000 tile. The old system of cutting 

cff the springs at the foot of a hill was abandoned 

and the drains led right up the hill, as the water 

rises on the highest lands. Drains are dug from 

2 1-2 to 3 feet, or until the solid earth is reached and 

the water flows in from the Bides. He says when 

the water flows in from, the sides, and you get a 

good bottom, it is useless to dig deeper. He has 

never used any but the horse shoe tile. One drain 

had been laid that was 150 rods long. Ho thought 

it was cheaper and better to lay with tile than with 

stone, even if the stone was on the ground. Stone 

drains were not reliable: they were liable to be 

obstructed, while tile well laid made a permanent 

thing. If stones were on the ground he would pre: 
fer to haul them off and put them to some use; they 

could be used in various ways upon the farm that 

would pay better than in drains—since the cost of 

digging the drains, when stone was to be used, was 

much more expensive than for tile. He thought 

one could hardly drain too close. He had put drains 

25 feet apart, but would put them from 15 to 18 feet. 

In covering, he paid no attention to the position the 

sub-soil thrown out was to take in the drains, but 

hitched tho teams to the plow and covered in that 

way. 
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The system of farming which has been practised 

by Mr. J. for years with eminent success, is to raise 

corn, barley, oats, wheat and hay, and purchase 

sheep in the fall to feed up the various- products 

raised and fatten them for the market. In this way 

manures were secured, and a greater profit realized 

for the products raised on the farm, than if sold at 

market prices. He preferred Merinoes, and insisted 

that they make good mutton, bringing him better 

prices or more profit than other breeds. He was 

careful, however, in his selection, and never had 

anything to do with the "greasy fellows." He want

ed the grease mixed up with the meat, not with the 

wool. He used to buy sheep in the fall at two cents 

per pound; this year they cost five cents. He had 

sold Merino wethers at 12 cents per pound, making 

them weigh 117 1-4 pounds each, and increasing 

their weight in fattening 27 pounds. The labor of 

feeding sheep was much less than that of cattle, as 

he could take his measure of corn and feed 100 sheep 

almost as quick as fussing about one ox. The sheep 

should be fed regularly at the same hours each day. 

They are fed twice a day, at first one-half pound of 

grain each at a feed in the morning at sunrise, and 

again at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. After a while 

the feed is gradually increased to a pound of grain 

per day. Straw or hay is fed to them three times 

per day—the straw during the first part of the time 

employed for fattening, ending up with hay. The 

straw as soon as threshed is stored in the barns. 

Last fall he had 600 bushels of barley threshed in 

one day. Oil meal is used extensively for feeding 

when it can be purchased at reasonable rates. In 

estimating the relative nutritive value of oil meal 

and corn, he puts 50 pounds of oil meal as equal to 

60 pounds of corn. There is no animal that will 

take on fat so soon as sheep, if in fair condition 

when you commence feeding. He could fat a sheep 

in six weeks. 

W e went down to the barns and in the yards. He 

said, This is the way I litter m y yards with straw 

preparatory to feeding. The sheep trample the 

manure with the straw, and they are littered from 

time to time, and in the spring the contents of the 

yards are piled. All along on the outside, road 

scrapings and earth aro laid to keep manures from 

wasting. He does not believe in keeping his man

ures under cover, saying that in that condition it 

would become light and powdery and of but little 

value comparatively. If his manures were to be 

placed under cover it would be necessary to keep a 

pump going with water, which would be labor 

thrown away, since the same results were obtained 

by piling in the open yard. He is feeding this year 

300 sheep, but has hay sufficient for 100 more, and 

eight or ten cattle. "Timothy cut when ripe he re

gards as worth no more for feeding than straw. 

Wheat he would cut when just out of the milk—the 

early cut wheat has the thinnest skin. The richer 

the land for wheat the later it is in ripening. He 

believed that iu sowing wheat too much seed was 

generally used. This fall he had put a bushel and 

nine pounds of seed to the acre. There was danger 

of getting the seed- covered too deep, which rendered 

it liable to winter kill. He would sow just as shal

low as possible. W h e n land was very rich he had 

sown a bushel and a half of seed to the acre, but 

one bushel would have been abundant. This year 

he had used a light harrow over the ground, after 

the wheat was drilled, for the purpose of reducing 

the ridges and throwing the clover seed between. 

He had tried rolling, but it was not effectual. He 

thought there was more necessity of pulverizing the 

soil now than formerly. He had been trying an ex

periment this fall on wheat, with Lawes' manures 

sowed broadcast with Seymour's sower at the rate 

of 240 pounds per acre. It was applied on three 

strips of land in such a way that results might he 

noted. Had usually raised from 25 to 35 bushels of 

wheat per acre—in 1859 the crop was 41 1-2 bushels 

per acre. H e would not plow deeper than six or 

seven inches for corn, and for barley not very deep, 

but for wheat he did not care how deep the Boil was 

worked—twelve inches or more, if practicable. For 

all spring crops he would plow light. 

He manures liberally for corn, following that crop 

with barley and then with wheat, when the land is 

seeded down. He thought he should have to give 

up raising corn. He can find no profit in raising 

roots on this soil—the labor costs too much to make 

it profitable. Some of his grass lands will cut three 

tons to the acre. From 33 acres this year he has cut 

80 tons. 

In stock he gives his preference to the Short 

Horns or Short Horn grades, saying that the animal 

when done for milk can bo turned to good account 

in beef. H e thinks the Short Horns quite as valu

able for milk as the Ayrshires. W e went out and 

took a look at the wheat field below the house, and 

then up the east road so as to get a sweep of the 

whole farm. It lies spread out in gently undulating 

fields, and in the distance the sheep were at pasture. 

Before us lay the lovely lake, and to the right the 

beautiful village with its spires and cupolas, and 

here was the great practical farmer, who first broke 

ground in tile draining in America; and so we 

walked back to the house thinking what a splendid 

rocord Fanner Johnston had made, working out 

with his own hands results of such vast importance 

to the agricultural progress of the age. But for hint 

we might now possibly have been back a decade on 

the road of progress, and immense sums in the 

aggregate lost to the State and nation. Let him 

have the honor which his works have so richly 

merited. 
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SPIRIT O F T H E A G R I C U L T U R A L PRESS. 

The Agricultural Press. 

A correspondent of Moore's Rural New Yorker, says: 

Those who have conducted the agricultural press, in 

the United States, during the last decade, have reason 

to be satisfied with the result of their labors. Farming is 

now considered one of the most honorable and lucrative 

branches of industry in which a man can engage, and 

the farmer now occupies a commanding social, moral, 

and intellectual position among his fellow men. It is 

evident to the most casual (jbserver, that the farmer 

stands higher at the present time, in the estimation of 

mankind, than ever before ; and for all the manifold 

advantages which he now enjoys, he is in a great meas

ure indebted to the beneficent" influence of the agri

cultural press. And, notwithstanding the high posi

tion to which he has attained, he should not be content 

to remain inactive, but should endeavor to rise higher 

and higher in the scale of excellence, until he can 

stand upon the broad platform of republican equality, 

with the wisest, best, and most influential of his fellow 

citizens. 

Feeding-Boxes vs. Racks. 
The New Brunswick Farmer gives the following sen

sible advice: Horses do not naturally gather food from 

trees; why then should they be compelled in winter 

to take it from a rack over head? Every mouthful 

requires the animal to assume an unnatural position, 

which, with young horses particularly, must interfere 
with the proper development of the muscles of the 

neck, and with the graceful carriage of the head. May 

not the awkward manner in which many horses thrust 

their head's forward and upward, be attributed to the 

force of habit acquired in feeding from a rack? Another 

serious objection to racks is the danger from the seed, 

duBt, etc., falling into the eyes of the animal; further, 

all the effluvia of the stable, the vapors from liquid 

aud solid excrements, the exhalations from the skin 

and lungs pass upward, and are to some extent, 

absorbed by the hay—an addition neither savory nor 

healthfuL The feed box may be made equally con

venient with the rack, and is open to hone of the above 

objections. It need not be large, aud if the bottom 

be made of elate all rejected fodder can be easily 

removed. 

Manures out West. 
Speaking of the land in Iowa, the Homestead, of that 

State, makes the following remarks: So inexhaustibly 

rich are most of our Iowa lands, that a man who would 

take the trouble to draw manure from his barnyard to 

his fields with a view of enriching them, would be 

looked upon as a curiosity in some localities. W e 

know of a field that has been cropped annually with 

wheat and corn for eighteen years, and this year has as 

promising a stand of Catawba Club upon it as we 
remember to have seen in the Genesee Valley, of New 
York. The time will come, doubtless, when manuring 
will be necessary, but not in this generation; until 
then, the straw stacks will be burned to get rid of them, 
and the manure piles continue to accumulate into vast 
nuisances. Our readers will from this understand why 

we say so little upon the subject of manures, phos

phates, carbonates, guano, etc., etc. It would be labor 

wasted upon a people who never use them, because 

they do not yet see the necessity. While admitting 

that this gradual wasting of the strength of the soil is 

a short-sighted policy for our farmers, we are thankful 

that the soil is rich enough to stand the drain for so 

many years to come. 

Food Manufacture. 

The Scottish Farmer has the following excellent 

remarks on the mission and importance of manures: 

It is not merely that the extra manuring induces the 

extra crop—the manuring furnishes the very building 

material out of which the increased produce is made. 

Those very atoms of nitrogen and of phosphorus you 

are adding in guano—those very particles of potash and 

soda you are detaching from impracticable positions in 

the soil, by the influence which drainage has brought to 

bear upon them—those very atoms of carbon which 

your plants, vigorous owing to more thorough culti

vation are extracting from the air in the sunshine, may 

travel various roadB, but they will come to an ultimate 

residence side by side in the flesh and the blood of the 

fattening animal. The various additions to make to 

your soil, the fertility you extract from it, may indeed 

be said to "occasion" the increased produce of meat. 

which succeeds them, but it is in the same way as the 

stone and the lime occasion, the buildings of which 

they are the very substance and material. 

The Borer. 
W e are determined, says the Maine Farmer, to per

secute the borers till they shall seek other quarters 

than our orchards. W e are trying a novel experiment. 

W e box up the Tree a foot from the ground and fill it 

with shavings or saw dust. If they attack the tree, it 

must be above the box where they can easily be seen. 

It is easily done, and we see no reason why it will not 

be a preventive. 

Good and Bad Farming. 
The Rural World says: If our farmers who aro 

opposed to science, should go to Europe, that would 

cure them. Scientific principles are there applied, and 

the best cultivation given. Were this not done, tho 

people of Germany could not support themselves. 

Instead of one man making a living on a hundred acres 

as here, he makes it on one acre in Saxony. Think of 

each acre supporting a man in this country. And yet 

there are some places where it is done, where land is 

thoroughly cultivated, as they do it in Europe. 

T h e Use of Sawdust as a Iiltter. 

A correspondent writes to The Farmer, (Scottish), as 

follows: The fear of importing the Rinderpest through 

straw carted from farms at a distance, has induced me 

to litter my cowa with sawdust. I should be glad to 

know through the medium of your columns what 

admixture would most speedily decompose the sawdust, 

and thus improve the manure as a fertilizer of land. 

Whereupon the editor replies: " Sawdust in its natu

ral state is not easily decomposed, hut it is an excellent 

absorbent for liquid manure, and when well soaked 

with urine, ferments readily. It is, therefore, a val-
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uable material for bedding cattle, aud no difficulty will 

be.experienced in getting it to decompose, provided 

it has been thoroughly saturated. At one time wc had 

the command of a large quantity of sawdust, which 

we used with great advantage.as litter.(.and also for 

mixing with the night-soil of some extensive public 

works, for which purpose it answered admirably in 

every respect. It is stated by chemists that sawdust, 

during decomposition, forms certain acids, which act 

as excellent fixers of ammonia, and that when well 

mixed with dilute sulphuric acid, it is one of the best 

materials which can be employed for fixing the ammo

nia given off in stables." 

Profitable Poultry Keeping. 

In a recent letter, Mr. Sylvester Lehman, of Scho

harie county, sends to the Rural New Yorker this report 

of what he has received the past season from a small 

•flock of poultry: "Last spring I had 36 hens. They 

began to lay in March. Through the month of June, 

eight of them set; two of them died in the summer, 

two I killed, and from the lot up to the first of Novem

ber, I received 3,600 eggs, or 300 dozen. All who can 

figure can judge whether or not it pays to keep hens at 

that rate. The receipt of eggs each month was as 

follows: March, 100; April, 716; May, 72Q; June, 

590; July, 430; August, 556; September 346; Octo-, 

ber, 152. Breeds—Golden Pheasants and Hamburgs. 

Feed—buckwheat standing in a box, so that they could 

eat when they wished. 

Curing H e n s of Sitting. 

A writer in The New England Farmer says that he 

cured his hens of sitting by shutting them in a tub 

having an inch or two of water on the bottom. He' 

keeps them there during the day aud puts them on the 

roost at night. If not cured the first day, he treats 

them to the "water cure" another day, when they will 

be glad to stand on their feet. 

Remedy for the Onion Maggot. 
I N the uPractical-Enlomolpqist" for December, the fact 

that a small stream of boiling water poured along the 

drills near the roots of the onions, will destroy the 

maggot, whilo it does not injure the plants, is well 

substantiated by different individuals. It is very well 

known that vegetable organisms will often stand a 

degree of heat that would destroy animal organisms. 

Cashmere Goat. 
A late writer in the Prairie Farmer says: These 

goats are hardy, they live and fatten on coarse food. 

They will winter on good straw alone, and come out 

in good condition in tha spring. The common ewe 

goat has from two to five lambs at a birth; the Cash

mere ewe but one. They can he graded up very fast, 

but it is necessary to use the thorough-bred male, or 

as high a grade as possible, to crosB with the common 

goat. A good common ewe goat will raise two or 

three one-half blood lambs well. The eight months 

one-half blood ewe will drop and raise ono to two 

lambs. This is much faster than you can grade up 

sheep. In choosing common goats, get the shortest 

legged, best formed you can find. There is much dif

ference even in the common goat, and the form of the 

dam has much to do with the grade offspring. Parties 

desiring to grade up a flock should procure good com

mon ewe goats iu time to have the kids come in April 

or May. The kids are much stronger and hardier than 

Merino lambs. W e hardly ever lose a kid unless by 

unavoidable accident. 

Poultry Manure. 
The Massachusetts Ploughman thinks that we might 

make a great deal more by care in economizing the 

manure of the poultry house, and that it is worth attend

ing to. Here is what Geyerlin, whose book was allu

ded to in the "Home for poultry." recently published. 

says on this point: In France, as well as-in our own 

country, most eminent chemists have proved by analy

sis that poultry manure is a most valuable fertilizer, 

and yet, for want of a 'proper system in housing poul

try, it has as yet not been rendered available to rural 

economy. The celebrated Vanquelin says that when 

the value of manures is considered in relation to the 

amount of azote they contain, the poultry manure is 

one of the most active stimulants; and when, as a 

means of comparison, the following manures are 

taken, in parts of 1000, it will be found that— 
Horse Manure contains 4.0 parts of azote. 
Guano, as imported 49.T do 
Guano when sifted of vegetables and stones,. 53.9 do 
Poultry manure ; 88.0 do 

It may be seen that it is worth preserving, even 

though it may be small in amount. 

Bedding and Ventilation. 

The Boston Cultivator gives the following seasonable 

advice: Every farmer should see to it himself, how

ever trustworthy may be his boys or other assistants, 

that his cattle, sheep, horses and hogs are well bedded 

as well as well fed and watered; also, that his bam or 

barns, where his stock is kept and fed, is or are well 

ventilated. Domesticated animals, as well as man 

himself, need fresh air, and when compelled to breathe 

a tainkod and therefore an irrespirable atmosphere, it 

is at the expense or risk of health and the highest pur

poses which one has in stock breeding and keeping. 

Any observing farmer can tell on opening his barn in 

the morning whether the ventilation thereof is ample. 

Butter Made Underground. 

In some parts of France, says the Working Farmer, 

butter is made as follows: The cream is placed in a 

linen bag of moderate thickness, which is carefully 

secured and placed in a hole in the ground about a foot 

and a half deep; it is then covered up and left for 
twenty-four or twenty-five hours. When taken out, 

the cream is very hard and only requires beating for a 

short time with a wooden mallet, after which, half a 

glass of water is thrown upon it, which causes tho 
butter milk to separate from tho butter. If the quan
tity to be converted into butter is large, it is left more 
than twenty-four hours in the ground. In winter, 
when the ground is frozen, the operation is performed 

In a cellar, the bag being well covered up with sand. 
Some persons place the bag containing the cream 
within a second bag, in order to prevent the chance of 
any taint from the earth. This system saves labor, 
produces a larger amount of butter than churning, and, 
moreover, it is said never to fail. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 57 

Wtt&mltnxiA. 
REMOVING SODS FROM APPLE TREES.] 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FAEMEE, BY D. u. 8C0FIKLD. 

MESSRS. EDITORS:—Mr. E. B. Bagley inquires, in 

your last number, whether the removal of the sod from 

four of the six trees back of his house, had anything 

to do with their abundant crop of apples over the two 

trees under which the sod was not disturbed. 

The removal of the sod no doubt was the immediate 

cause of the extra crop—yet far better had the sod 

been turned over and left to rot in its place. The ex

hausting influence of any vegetable growing within 

the jurisdiction of the roots of an apple tree, robs it 

of its need to a greater or less extent in whatever tilth 

the soil may be; but cover the soil of the orchard with 

a sod of sufficient strength to sod over a door yard and 

the grass roots will so completely fill the ground as to 

nearly exclude the tree from obtaining any nourish

ment. The feeding or fibrous roots are as sensitive to 

any obstruction as the roots of com, and the orchard 

can no more produce a good crop of fine fruit lying 

chained under a stiff sod, than corn can yield a full 

crop under similar circumstances. 

Though Mr. Bagley got a more immediate result 

from removing the obstruction at once, and thereby 

opening the way for the roots to receive more directly 

the combined influences of light, heat and moisture— 

yet we hold the doctrine that when .. man is so unfor

tunate as to have his orchard covered with sod, that he 

immediately cause that sod to rot in its place by cover

ing it with any kind of manure, or half, or quite rotten 

straw, a distance of at least six to ten feet from the 

tree each way. Had Mr. B. covered the ground from 

which he removed the sod, as soon as he had removed 

it, no doubt his crop of apples would have been more 

abundant, and of. finer quality. Annual top-dressing 

with manure and the entire subjugation of all vegeta

ble matter, ia the only way by which the most com

plete success in fruit culture can be attained. 

iti-i» 9m 

THE FLEMISH BEAUTY PEAR. 

WEITTEN FOE THE~AMEEIOAN FAEMEE, BY "J. L." 

1 MESSRS. EDITORS: One morning in the month of 

October last, while standing at the corner of a street irt 

this city, I heard the following conversation. A gen

tleman came along with a basket on his arm, anal 

addressed a boy who stood there selling fruit. 

"Boy, how much apiece do you ask for your pears ?" 

"Five cents." 

"What kind are they?" 

"Flemish Beauties." 

" H o w many have you of them?" 

"Only what is in the basket." 

"I will give you four cents for all you have got." 

"No, sir; no less than five will buy them." 

"Well, I will give you five cents; they are cheap 

enough." 

I was just eating one of them at the same time, and 

I thought the same thing—cheap enough; such large 

i yellow, rich, molting, beautiful pears—cheap enough. I 

often wonder why it is that men will loose their land, 

time, care, and attention, in cultivating common pears 

which are almost a drug in the market, while they 

might just as' well raise Flemish Beauties, Duchess 

d'Angouleme, Bartlett, Stevens, Genesee, and a few 

other first rate sorts that will always bring the highest 

price in market. The greatest miser that walks the 

streets when he sees a large, handsome, well ripened 

pear, will stop and buy it. The city was crowded 

last fall with common pears offered for a dollar a bushel 

and they were a dead loss to whoever bought them at 

that price. I think it is a great deal better to raise 

apples than common pears. I am acquainted with a 

gentleman who lives on State street, in this city, who 

has picked five bushels of the best Bartletts every fall 

off one tree. 

WHEN DOES NEW BARK. FORM. 

SOME five years ago, the writer attended the annual 

meeting of the Mississippi Valley Horticultural Asso

ciation. One of the members had peeled the bark off 

the limbs for six inches in length ol various fruit and 

forest trees, and at the same time attached a small tin 

card, with fine wire to the limbs, with the date. These 

peelings amounted to some three or four each month 

the year round. The object was to find what time in the 

year a new bark would be most perfectly formed over 

the wound. This was found in that latitude to be 

the fifteenth of June In the months of January, Feb

ruary and March, the limbs showed a very dry, dead 

surface. April and May, the tree had grown an im

perfect bark. June 15th, the peeled surface showed 

a perfect covering of now bark. From this date, the 

growth of the bark was less perfect through the sum

mer months aud the surface dry and dead in the full 

months. I was not a fruit grower myself or a mem

ber of the association, yet the facts elicited struck 

me as being of great practical value to those who 

were. It was shown that the now bark invariably 

commenced to grow downwards or from the upper 

end of the limb; that the sap must go up to the 

ends of the limbs, and there be brought in connec

tion with the oxygen of the atmosphere, through the 

injured pores of the leaves, before it could be used 

in the economy of the tree to form new bark. This 
being so, and it found an established law that at 
one period of tho year, new bark will form perfectly, 
and this period probably changing in different lati

tudes, experiments should at once be made to find 
out the proper time to prune in different regions, 
and this can be done as stated.—Iowa Homestead^ 

CLUBS, CLUBS ! —Form Clubs; form them now. Wo 

wish every person who receives this copy of T H E F A R 
M E K would feel himself under a duty to get his neigh 
bors to join him and to send on a club of subscribers 
and keep sending names as long as he finds one whi 

does not take the paper. 
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same is true of the Fall and Newtown Pippins, and 

some other inferior varieties. 

Having determined what varieties you will plant, 

you are prepared to make contracts with nurserymen 

for your trees. Some nurserymen refuse to fill an 

order entirely with the better sorts, but want to work 

in some of the inferior kinds. Don't plant such; or if 

you do, graft them over with the better ones. In m y 

next, I will treat of planting the trees. 

PRESERVING GRAFTS.—In the Saturday Evening Post, 

of Philadelphia, "Cosmo" relates that a good many 

years ago, he saw a New York State farmer experiment 

with scions, and this was his practice: cutting a large, 

sound potato in two halves, as fast as his scions were 

cut from the tree he thrust the heels to the depth of 

about three-quarters of an inch into the cut side of the 

potato—each half receiving some fifty scions. The 

bundles were then wrapped in the leg of an old pair of 

woolen pantaloons, and laid away in the cellar for the 

winter. In the spring they were grafted, and nearly all 

grew well. If any one will take the trouble next 

spring, when apple trees are in bloom, to cut a twig, 

bearing, say half a dozen blossoms and as many leaves, 

thrust the cut end into a large sized, sound potato, 

place the potato in a pot of earth, barely covering it, 

moisten occasionally, and watch the result, he will very 

likely argue afterwards that there is something more 

than moonshine about a potato's preserving grafts. 

PLANTING AN ORCHARD. 

WEITXJHJ FOE TUE AMEEICAN FAEMEE, BY P. 0. E. 

WHAT VARIETIES TO PLANT.—It is not only very* 

important to select strong, healthy trees, but also for a 

market orchard, the best and most profitable varieties. 

There is probably, not an orchard in the country, but 

has some unprofitable varieties iu it. 

It is impossible to select a list of varieties that will 

do well in every locality, and on all soils. I shall only 

endeavor to mention those that generally succeed well 

in Western New York. 

Some advocate making the list of appleB for market 

very small, iu fact limiting it to the one most desirable 

sort. It is generally agreed that the Baldwin combines 

more merits than any other variety. It is of good size, 

handsome color, generally fair and productive, and 

commands the highest price in market. It is said that 

the Baldwin will produce more money to the acre than 

any other apple—then why plant any other kind for 

market ? 

Were we certain that it would not deteriorate, and 

would retain its popularity, it might be good policy to 

plant the Baldwin only. But experience has shown that 

many apples that were very fine and productive twenty 

to forty years ago, are now unworthy of cultivation for 

market. The Fall Pippin, the Newtown Pippin, the 

Bellflower, the Esopus Spitzenberg—once very popular. 

varieties—have become such poor bearers, or so unfair, 

as to be rejected among market varieties. 

A few years may bring about similar changes in the 

Baldwin, in which case an orchard of that variety, 

exclusively, would prove a bad failure. Still, I would 

not have a large; I would select about such a list as the 

following, for market: 

Summer—Bed Astracĥ an, Primate, Sweet Bough. 

Autumn—Golden Sweet, Detroit Eed, Gravenstein, 

Twenty-Ounce. 

Winter—Baldwin, Northern Spy, Tompkins County, 

King, Ehode Island Greening, Roxbury Russett, Tal

man Sweet. 

Should I be governed by m y own experience, with

out regard to the testimony of others, I would add to 

the list for winter, Hay's Wine and Peck's Pleasant.' 

The former is a beautiful striped apple, large, M r and 

uniformly productive, ripening in early winter—the 

latter resembles in appearance, when picked from the 

tree, the Rhode Island Greening, but ripens up in 

February a golden yellow, with a red cheek, and is of 

excellent flavor. I know not why they are not nfore 

generally commended; I only know that for the last 

fifteen years, they have not been excelled by any other 

apple that I have grown. 

For family use, I would add to the summer list, 

Early Harvest, and Early Strawberry, the Fall Pippin 

to the autumn one, and Westfield Seek-no-further and 

Esopus Spitenzenberg to the winter. 

The Early Harvest was for a long period of time a 

popular market apple, but it is becoming more and 

more affected by the black fungus, which leads shippers 
to reject it. As soon as it begins to sweat in the bar

rel the spots enlarge and soon become rotten. The 

F U N O U S SPOTS O N PEABS.—These spots have un

doubtedly originated in the growth beneath the real 

cuticle, of a minute brown parasitic fungus, Cladospo-

rium dendricum, which has destroyed the vitality of 

the Bubjacent tissue, but has not sufficient vigor of 

growth or greediness of moisture to make it penetrate 

deeply into the fruit. Where moist decay has super

vened, it is apparently due to other fungi which have 

accompanied or replaced the Cladosporium. This mould 

has of late years been a dreadful pest both to pears and 

apples, in some cases being virulent enough to destroy 

or greatly impair the young shoots, and its, growth 

beneath tho cuticle makes it almost -impossible to 

apply a remedy. After a time, indeed* ktha cuticle 

bursts, to allow the fertile threads to breakout into 

the air and bear fruit, but the mischief is then already 

done, and it is notorious that even were the habit dif

ferent, dark threaded fungi aro far less destructible than 

those which are colorless.—M- I. B., in Gardener's 
Monthly. 

win linn am . 

PRESERVING H Y A C I N T H B U L B S : — A S soon as the 

flowers wither, take the bulb out of the earth or water 

in which it has bloomed, wash it and the roots clean, 

and lay it on the lid of a hamper, or on clean Btraw, in 

an airy, shaded, but dry place. Turn the bulb frequently, 

and when the roots and leaves, &c, have dried up, 

trim them off, remove loose scales, and ripe offsets, 

and when the bulb is perfectly dry, lay it by in a 

drawer, closet, or basket, until the following autumn. 

By this method, the exhaustion of the bulb, after 

flowering, is saved.—Gerald Smylh. 
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THE ANTIRRHINUM. 

THE love of flowers and their culture, 

-^OT|\ Is a silent, yet striking evidence of im
proved taste, refinement, and consequent 

happiness. Next to the happiness afford-

^Sjl^ri ed by a blessed consciousness of peace 

fe\Ww| with God, and good will and sympathy 

with all his creatures, there is nothing 

IS*fiIur^ gives joy, pure and unalloyed, like the love 

of the beautiful — especially beautiful 

/Q~^ flowers—the children of the field, the 

© A woods and the garden. W e commend 

/^-?3l~HW|^BjH'^S"S^ their culture to all—to the children, to 

jRgpjvffl the ladies ; and good friend of the plow, 

it is no sign of weakness, if you love 

f1 » / _-«*?»\ flowers too, Tour hands may be hardened 

MwwigM&r^*^^ wr^h toil, your face browned with'the wiu-

*\KBTV tfraiHw (mwnii H P *er w'n''s—Du* y° u m a y have a 8 0 l u "* 
Hfw^Ba v Wnw pure, as delicate, as alive to the highest, 

purest joys, as the prattling child by your 

side, that you love so much. Feed, and 

keep alive the soul, as well as the body. 

Nothing preserves the body from disease 

and the effects of old age, like a vigorous, 

I well-fed soul. This is the reason why 

I some persons never seem to grow old. 

I But, we started to speak of a very use-

Iful and beautiful flower, the ANTIRRHI-

I NUM, and not to write an essay on flowers 

| and their effects. 

The ANT I R R H I N U M is one of our most 

I beautiful popular flowering, easy of culture, 

showy, and flowery, the first year and again 

k t h e second, is particularly desirable. The 

^ ^ ^ ^ Q appearance of the flower is shown in the 

engraving, which is sometimes called 

I Snap-Dragon by the children. The roots 

I may be divided, or new plants can be 

I grown from cuttings, but they come BO 

I good from seed there is little necessity for 

I this. Seed should be sown pretty early in 

I the Bpring; transplant when two or three 

I inches in hight, and set the plants whero 

I they are to flower, from six to nine inches 

apart. 

There are a great many varieties: Bril-

\liant, is fine scarlet and yellow, with whito 

Ineck; Fire-fly, orange and scarlet—white 

neck; Galathe, crimson, white neck, very 

f ^ ^ ^ f e s w ^ J n l i iSil '- large and fine; Dellia, fine carmine, with 
*§s§s. W J """'fek white neck; Papillonaceum, blood red, throat 

pure white. 
Tom Thumb, was a novelty of last 

lycar, very dwarf, and of quite compact 

lhabit the plant only growing about four 

or five Inches in hight, and the flower stem about B!X inches. There is also a dwarf striped or carnation variety, 

growing about a foot in hight. These are the leading varieties, and three or four of them selected with refer

ence to a variety of colors will make a good collection. There is a white variety, and one called Ophir, creamy 

yellow-both very good for variety. As the flowers are borne in fine spikes they are excellent for the tops of 

table boquetts, and at the same time make an excellent and showy bod In the garden. For the accompanying 

engraving we are indebted to Tick's New Illustrated "Catalogue and Floral Guide. 
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THE WINDS AND THE TREES. 

PHILOSOPHERS tell us that the winds gain velocity by 

unobstructed travel; and the fact is verified by the 

dreadful hurricane on the ocean, the raging tempest 

on lake aud sea, the awful simoon on the African 

desert, and the furious tornado on the American 

prairies; all of which strew their paths with desola

tion, because there are no trees to check the vio

lence of the winds. Even our sudden gusts in sum

mer, when the air becomes too much rarified by heat, 

are often destructive of life and buildings. 

All these besoms of destruction* would be greatly 

modified could trees be planted in their paths. The 

trees getting the first strokes, and they being flexi

ble, would bend before the blast, breaking its force, 

and making it pass harmlessly over buildings or other 

stationary objects. 

The electric fluid, so destructive of life and prop

erty, also is attracted by trees, and conducted into 

the ground; and in fact, trees are the best protect

ors against all the natural destructive agencies with 

which man has to contend. 

Another consideration as to the value of growing 

trees, . is the fact that a Park of any size is warmer 

when belted and grouped with trees, in winter, aud 

cooler in summer, which has been demonstrated by 

practical experience for centuries. Many fruiting and 

ornamental plants flourish when so protected, that 

would not live if exposed to bleak winds. Domestic 

animals, too, grow faster, thrive better, and give 

greater returns, if sheltered and protected by trees. 

Much better is it also to rest under their broad 

branches on a hot summer's day, or to be enlivened 

by their cheering green when all else is. dull and 

cheerless. 

A feeling of admiration and awe comes over me 

when I think of the wonderful wisdom shown in 

the forms and natures of trees to suit our various 

wants. If we plant trees with naked stems and 

branchy heads to shut out unsightly views, the work 

is only half done, as we can see through and under 

their branches ; but when we plant, evergreens, whose 

largest branches are near the ground, they fill up 

the gap, and the work is complete. With fruit trees, 

the same beneficent influence is manifest. W e have 

to climb up trees to pick the large fruits, which, 

when green, are unfit for eating; while it would bo 

tedious to pick currants, and painful to pick the 

thorny gooseberry and blackberry, did they grow upon 

treeB. 

W e say, therefore, plant trees for shelter and shade, 

for embellishments to your grounds, and adornment 

to the landscape; they are grand and ennobling to 

look upon, and their fruits and timber in a few 

vear's growth will be as valuable as gold.—Corres

pondent of the Gardener's Monthly. 

~~ff fill fill"' 

POSTAQE O N T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , when paid 

quarterly in advance, is only three cents a quarter. 

W e prepay the American postage on all papers sent to 

Canada. 

PARSNIPS. 

•WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FAEMEE, BY J. H. COETLAND. 

MESSRS. EDS.—I have been very much astonished, 

while looking over the back volumes of the Genesee 

Farmer, of which I have an unbroken set for the 

last ten years, at the sparsity of information on the 

cultivation and utility of raising parsnips. Turnips, 

carrots, ruta-bagas and beets, all have due attention. 

Carrots and beets are fairly run into the ground, as 

it is natural they should, while parsnips are left in 

the cold, to which however they seem well adapted. 

M y attention was called to the subject by the 

great success which I have had with that vege 

table for the last three yeare. 

I planted it only for » house vegetable, in rows 

about two feet apart. I gave them very little atten

tion, weeding them but once or twice during the 

summer, and each spring we have had any quan

tity of parsnjps, large, tender, and delicious for table 

use. 

It strikes m e in this way. It is easily culti

vated, yielding large results for little labor, and is at 

the same time good for cattle. Thaer, in his princi

ples of Agriculture, says: " The abundant leaves of 

the parsnip are very grateful to cattle, and if I can 

trust the limited experiments which I have made 

upon this subject, increase the secretion of milk.'' 

W h y should not fanners pay more attention to it ? 

Another thing, I see it stated in the Farmer that 

one great objection which agriculturists have to 

raising turnips and carrots is, that it is so difficult to 

keep them during the winter, being liable to frost. 

If that is so, why not raise parsnips that will stand 

any amount of freezing' and even appear to grow in 

winter. 

I only throw out these hints, not that I set up to 

know anything about the subject in its practical 

adaptation to the wants of farmers, but merely to 

draw out from farmers their ideas and experience 

in the matter. 

FLOWERS IN THE WINDOW.—There is nothing more 

attractive to the eye of the outsider than the plants and 

flowers in the windows of houses during the season 

when garden culture is out of the question. Here 

every one, without regard to circumstances, may have 

a miniature green house with all its luxuries and few 

of its inconveniences. The exponse is not worth men

tioning, and the labor is a pleasure to all who love 

these most- loveable beauties of nature. In many of 

the public schools of New England, the female teach

ers and large scholars cultivate many flowers through

out the year, cither in doors or out. So in numerous 

factories, it has become a usual sight to see at all 

times tho hanging flower or fern vase, the pots on 

the window-sill all carefully tended and universally 

prized during the hours of labor.—Ex. 
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H O W TO RAISE PEACHES EVERY 
YEAR IN IOWA. 

WHEN quite young, set the tree in the ground 

with all the roots running north and south, and thin 

the tree to a fan shape, with edge in the same 

direction as the roots. When the tree is past three 

years old, after the leaves are off in the fall, lean it 

towards* tho west till the branches nearly touch the 

ground. This can be done easily, as the roots which 

run north and south will be only slightly twisted. 

This should ba the permanent position of the tree; 

never should it be righted up. The suckers or water 

sprouts should be kept stripped off during the sum

mer, or the vitality of the tree will run to sprouts. 

The ends of all the branches should be crippled about 

the first of August to force the sap into the fruit buds. 

Every fall before oold weather sets in, cover the 

tree with brush to keep the tree close to the ground, 

and jWith straw over the brush to protect the fruit 

buds from the cold—and. uncover iu the spring about 

the tenth of May. 

Thns, by a little care aud labor; every year, an 

abundance of that delicious fruit can be raised at 

home, affording a great pleasure, and saving expense 

of importing from a distance.—Iowa Homestead. 

SET OUT A CRAPE VINE. 

Now is a good time to prepare a spot for a grape 

vine. Many persons are deterred from anything of 

the kind by a great parade made by some persons in 

preparing the ground. Now take.your shovel, dig out 

two or three wheelbarrow loads of earth and mix in 

with the returned soil, two wheelbarrow loads of ma

nure, and you will have a nice bed for setting out your 

plant. W e ought to have mentioned, as of the greatest 

importance, the right selection of a spot. Open gar

den oulture will hardly do in Maine for most kinds of 

grapes. Watch the effect of the frost on your dwell

ings and see where it keeps off the longest, and there 

plant your vines. In most parts of Maine, an easterly 

or Bouth-easterly exposure is the best. W e have a 

Diana which ripened well the 10th of October, and the 

frost had not struck it the 7th of October, when we 

took it down for protection in the winter. It was not 

struck the last year, till the first of November. It is 

in the corner of the L, and house on the easterly side, 

where it has about two and a half hours of the sun ir̂  

the morning. A row of shrubbery is in front of it a 

distance of ten feet, which may have an influence in 

protecting it from the frost. W e have noticed in our 

vicinity, the White Sweet Water, growing in the 6ame 

position and ripening nearly every year. The idea that 

grapes require the sun all day long in order to ripen 

them is a mistake. W e have seen them run along 

under the eaves of a building where the sun scarcely 

reached them, and they ripened well. The idea that 

grapes will ripen better by pulling off the leaves that 

cover them, we regard-as a great mistake. W e want 
to see every dwelling house in the State adorned with a 

grape vine. Get a Delaware grape and set it out as 

well in the fall as in spring.—Maine Farmer. 

PRUNING THE ISABELLA GRAPE. 

THE importance of allowing more room for the 

Isabella and other strong growing varieties, than is 

generally given them, which we have urged on former 

occasions, we find to be corroborated by the results of 

experiments. At the autumn meeting of the Fruit 

Growers' Society, of Western Now York, one of the 

most skillful and successful cultivators, and who had 

thebest Isabellas on exhibition, said that hewouldnot 

think of allowing less space for each plant than fifteen 

feet square, which would be equal to 225 square feet of 

surface. When the vines are young, they db not of 

course need so much room; and this has led many cul

tivators to adopt the opinion inadvertently, that they 

do not require it afterwards. 

During a recent visit to the grounds of J. E. Wil

liams, of Aurora; Cayuga Lake, he showed us the mode 

he had adopted for training his Isabella vines. They 

had at first grown to the top of a tall trellis, from which 

point they had been extended more than twenty feet in 

an upward, inclined direction, and attached to a row of 

trees—the place where they were fastened to the trees 

being about twenty feet from the ground. He finds 

this extension to improve the quality and ripening of 

the grapes, and stated that the only well matured fruit 

of this variety in that place, grew on these vines. 

Vineyards of considerable extent in the neighborhood, 

which had been freely cut back and allowed only » 

limited space, ripened their bunches badly. His Ca-

tawbas, the vines of which were twenty feet long on a 

trellis, were also well ripened. The vines of bofch these 

varieties were of considerable age, being two inches 

or more in diameter at the base.—Country Gent. 

[PRESERVING FLOWERS IN SAND. 

TAKE the finest river or lake sand and wash it per

fectly clean. Heat it very hot, and while hot, mix it 

thoroughly with stearic acid in the proportion of one 

pound of acid to 100 lbs. of sand. Let it cool. Take 

a small 6ieve and fasten boards to tho bottom to keep 

the sand from falling through. Place enough sand in 

the sieve to hold the flowers in position, not covering 

them; then with a sheet of paper twisted in the form 

of a cone, or funnel, carefully let the sand pass between, 

around and over the flowers, covering them all about 

half an inch. Set in a piace where the sand will remain 

at a temperature of about 70 degrees. The length of 

time in which they must remain in the sand depends 

upon the thickness of the leaves and petals, varying 

from seven to twelve or more hours. This must be 

determined by experience. When they havo remained 

sufficiently long, remove the boards carefully from the 

bottom of the sieve and let tho sand run out. The 

flowers should be picked when dry. 

By this process the color and shape of tho flowers 

are perfectly preserved, and they will remain so an 

infinite time.—67. B. H., in the Rural American. ,. 

, WE would call the attention of our readers to thg 

List of Premiums on the last page. 
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%&m' §tyMtmnl 
FRATERNAL LOVE. 

Nearest of blood should still be next In love; 
And when I see these happy children playing. 
While William gathers flowers for Ellen's ringlets, 
And Ellen dresses flies for William's angle, 
I scarce can think, that in advancing life. 
Coldness, unkindncsg, interest, or suspicion, 
Will e'er divide that unity so sacred, 
Which Nature bound at birth. 

—Sir Walter Scott. 

!• » — 
FASHIONS. . 

A VERT pretty Balmoral skirt and one in feet which 

is the prevailing style, may be made by taking a white 

skirt of any kind, binding aud trimming it with black 

braid, usually putting four or five parallel rows around 

the bottom, lcavingaspace of about half an inch between 

each braid. It should be shrunk by washing before using. 

Common dress braid answers very well where 

cheapness is desired, costing about fifty cents for the 

whole. But if alpaca, or any finer quality is preferred 

by the fastidious, it will cost from eight to ten cents 

per yard. 

SOCIAL LIFE. 

THERE is no doubt but that the young ladies of the 

present day make a great mistake in their manner of 

entertaining their young gentleman friends. When a 

young man calls iu the evening, Bridget is instructed 

to hand him into the best parlor, where perhaps there 

is a fire, and perhaps not. Perhaps the young lady 

whose fortunate office it is to entertain him, is dressed 

as she desires, and Is all ready to attend—and may bu 

not. But it is all the Bame. Into the dreary, stiff, for

mal, uninhabited parlor he is ushered. E very chair is iu 

its place; ornament, picture and ottoman have on com

pany manners. The Btove, or furnace register fail to im

part e,ven a glow of warmth to the room or anything in it, 

and by the time his would-be entertainer comes Into 

the room all his conversational powers and ideas have 

received a chill from which they will not recover during 

the evening—let the lady talk ever so wisely and so 

well. Now, we think a far preferable manner of enter

taining a young gentleman, where there Is between the 

parties a more than ordinary friendship, would be to 

allow him to make one of the family group. Take 

him into the sitting- room—tho family room—where 

the mother, father, and the younger children gather 

together—the matronly dignity of the mother, the 

kindly authority of the father, and the quaint brusqness 

of tho elderly aunt—all make a pleasing contrast to the 

youthful beauty and maiden shyness of the daughters. 

On a recent visit to Europe, nothing charmed nB 

more than the many pleasant evenings wo were per

mitted to spend as one of the family group both in 

England and Germany. Memory often takes back to 

many a pleasant scene In the former country. The 

huge fire-place, with its blazing coal and singing tea 

kettle, the large Newfoundland dog on the rug, beneath 

the mother on one side, darning stockings for the boys, 

and the father not far off, reading the weekly news; 

one child lolling on the family dog, and the other just 

dropping to sleep on his little stool, till both are sent 

to bed. Ton may be sure the room is large enough to 

allow of a wee courting behind the large screen, of which 

there is one in every family room among the middle 

classes. The Boston Review, in a late number, giving 

some timely remarks on this subject, says: 

"You can not visit an English family in a familiar 

way without discovering what will possibly surprise 

you; that a deep dislike of ceremony and state is a very 
marked characteristic of an English woman. This fea

ture is strongest in those highest in rank, and has been 

a marked feature in the character of the Queen herself 

from her girlhood. Now that she is a widow, and her 

children are growing to the stature of manhood and 

womanhood, and leaving their home forever, how 

delightful to recall the sweet pictnres of her early mar

ried life, when she BO much loved to saunter, with her 

noble and good husband, over the beach near their 

beautiful home in the Isle of Wight, and to watch 

those then little children" as they amused themselves 

with trying to find two pebbles of the same shape, or 

dig wells in the sand with their tiny wooden spades. 

Was she not a great deal happier amid those sweet 

domestic scenes than when surrounded with glittering; 

nobility on the grand state occasions?" 

To oun L A D Y R E A D E R S . — W e shall be pleased to 

receive contributions from the pens of our lady frienda 

to tho " Ladies' Department" of T H E F A R M E R . W e 

have a large number of lady readers, capable of enrich

ing its columns with the results of their experience and 

observations, and we hope to see them contribute free

ly to this department of our paper, as we wish to make 

it one of the most interesting portions of T H E AMERI

CAN FARMER. 

* » «• • 
M R S . R U T H RUSSELL is giving lessons in " cooking" 

to a olass consisting of some of the foremost ladies in 

New Bedford society. 

ILLUSTRATED PUZZLES. 

» No. 4—Why Is this an em-

No. 8—Why is thla man blem of man's continual 

like Harper's Weekly? errors? 

Answers next month. 

•ANSWER TO PUZZLES IN JANUARY NUMBER. 
No. 1—It hides a woman. 

No. 2—He only takes It In by the peck. 
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DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

How TO DRESS CHICKENS POR TABLE.—Not long 

since while taking dinner with a friend, we were very 

much astonished to see the roast chickens brought to 

table with their legs and wings, stretched in all direc

tions, and lest any of our readers should be open to 

criticism by a similar circumstance, we give the pre

vailing method of dressing them. After stripping off 

the feathers, see that every stump and pinfeather is 

taken from the skin. Nothing can be more indicative 

of bad taste and lack of cleanliness, than these unsight

ly objects when allowed to remain upon any kind of 

poultry. Take off the neck quite close to the body, 

leaving sufficient skin to tie over the orifice. For roast 

chicken the legs should be cut about an inch from the 

first joint, as seen in cut. For boiling the leg should 

be taken off entirely at this joint. Remember the oil 

reservoir at the back, which should be entirely removed 

with a sharp knife. In drawing, be careful not to break 

the gall bladder, as it will make the chicken extremely 

bitter. Singe off all the hairs with a little burning 

paper, being careful not to blacken the skin. The 

gizzard should be opened and the inside removed with

out breaking the covering, and with the heart and liver 

washed and inserted into the two wings, which may bo 

done by cutting a small slit in the lower part. After 

washing, stuff the breast with whatever forcemeat is 

preferred; tie the neck securely, turn the wings on to 

the back allowing the gizzard and liver, to remain on the 

front, and resting neatly and securely upon the side of 

the breast. Push the legs upward till they remain 

quietly under the skin of the breast. Then secure the 

wings and legs together by running a skewer through 

the center of the bird. Tie the legs down tightly 

with good clean string. 

R E N O V A T I N G A N D IMPROVING FURNITURE.—Chairs 

with cane seats and backs may be made much warmer 

and far prettier by covering the cane portion with any 

firm and substantial material, green or black-oil cloth, 

or new carpeting; rep and empress cloth are any of 

them appropriate to this purpose. A foundation of 

under lining and batting should first be made to the 

desired thickness, and this secured firmly in its place, 

by tacking to the edge of the wood work. Afterwards 

cover with material selected and finish with a pretty 

binding and brass-headed nails, placed about an inch 

and .a half apart. Very fine nails with large heads are 

the most preferable, as they give a more finished effect. 

Scratched aud marred furniture may be restored by 

first scouring with sand paper all the more injured por

tions, and in fact the varnish will take better if the 

whole piece is lightly rubbed with the paper. After 

which "apply the varnish, made of the proper thickness 

by the addition of a little benzine or turpentine. W o 

obtained a pint of varnish and a pint of benzine and a 

brush, for 90 cents. The brush cost a little over one-

third of the money. 

H o w T O C L E A N R I B B O N S . — A lady sends us the follow

ing receipt for cleaning ribbons, which she wishes 

published for the benefit of those of her sex who wish 

to try a successful experiment, as she has done. In 

these hard times all economical hints are acceptable 

Wet the ribbon in alcohol, and fasten one end of it to 

something firm; hold the other in your hand, keeping 

the ribbon out straight and smooth; rub it with apiece 

of Castile soap until it looks decidedly soapy; then rub 

hard with a sponge, or, if much soiled, with the back 

of a knife, keeping the ribbon dripping wet with alco

hol. When you have exhausted your patience and 

think it must be clean, rinse thoroughly in clear water, 

fold between cloths and rub it with a hot iron. Don't 

wring the ribbon; if you do, you will get creases in it 

that you cannot smooth out. 

H o w T O SETTLE C O F F E E — A common method of 

clearing coffee is by the addition ot an egg. The white 

is the only valuable part for the purpose, and only a 

small portion of one is needed for an ordinary family. 

It should be mixed with the ground coffee before the 

water is added. Clean egg shells will do very well. 

When eggs are fifty cents a dozen they are not always 

at hand; a bit of codfish or even a pinch of salt is a 

very good substitute—and if the coffee is put to soak

ing in a little cold water over night, it will settle clear, 

without the addition of anything. 

To W A S H MERINOES.—An old merino dress may be 

made to look as good as new by first ripping to pieces 

the skirt, and afterwards washing each breadth sepa

rately, in warm suds, being careful to rinse only in 

clean warm water or suds. Cold water after warm will 

shrink any kind of woollen goods, iron while quite 

damp on the wrong side. Afterwards fold once double 

on the right side; placing over it a clean newspaper, 

and iron with a very hot flat, in this way making the 

seam fold in all new double-fold goods. 

P A T E N T S T A R C H POLISH.—Take common dry potato 

or wheat starch—sufficient to make a pint of starch 

when boiled. While boiling add half a drachm of sperm

aceti and half a drachm of white wax. Then use as 

common starch, only using the iron as hot as possible. 

C O L D SAUCE.—Beat up fresh butter and powdered 

sugar to a cream; flavor with nutmeg and any essence. 

This is excellent for apple pie and apple pudding. 

Drawn butter, sweetened and flavored, makas a good 

common sauce. 

MUSK.—The Empress Josephine was very fond of 

perfumes, aud, above all, of musk. Her dressing-room 

at Malmaison was filled with it, in spite of Napoleon's 

frequent remonstrances. Forty years have elapsed 

since her death, and the present owner of Malmaison 

has had the walls of that dressing-room repeatedly 

washed and painted; but neither scrubbing, aquafortis, 

nor paint has been sufficient to remove the smell of the 

good Empress's musk, which continues as strong as if 

the bottle which contained- it had been but yesterdav 

removed. 
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%i$ttllmw\\8. 
PEACE AT LAST. 

FEOM *'MATRIMONIAL INFELICITIES," BY BAEEY GEAY. 

"Do you know, my dear," I said to the fair woman 

who has the misforturje to be my wife, as we sat 

together in the library the other eveuing—it chanced 

to be the anniversary of our marriage—"that I have 

been thinking recently, and especially was it in my 

thoughts during your visit to your mother, that you 

really might have obtained a better husband than you 

did?" 

" Oh, as for that," she replied, " I made up my mind 

to that effect years ago; in fact, we hadn'tbeen married 

a month before I discovered the mistake I had made. 

But as it was too late then to make any change, I re

solved to make the best of the husband I had obtained. 

Now, there was Charley"— 

" Never mind, my dear," I interposed, " about reviv

ing the names of any of your old beaux. I don't wish 

to hear aught about them; and as they are all either 

dead and buried, or married, which amounts to about 

the same thing—the less said in relation to them the 

better." 

" Yes, yes," I cried, " I know them very well; their 

wives, let me tell you, died of broken hearts, from the 

effects of their ill-treatment. Butchers, my love, 

could not be more savage and cruel to innocent lambs, 

than they were to their wives. It's a fact, and the 

whole neighborhood as you know, used to talk about 

their inhuman treatment." 

"I must say, on the contrary," said the obstinate lit

tle woman, "that I never heard u whisper breathed 

against their kindness and tenderness. Why, just look 

at the beautiful monuments they have orected over 

their wives' graves, and the lovely poetry inscribed 

upon them!" 

"Hum!" I exclaimed, "that is an easy thing to do; 

but it don't follow that, because one erects a monu

ment a hundred feet high over his buried wife, that he 

loved her a hundred-fold better than he who simply 

plants a rose-bush at the head of M B darling's grave. 

It is almost proverbial, too, that epitaphs never tell the 

truth; and if you should die, my dear, though I would-

mourn for you very sincerely, I do not believe that I 

would place more than a simple slab above your grave, 

inscribed with your name and age-" 
" Of course you would'nt," my wife exclaimed, the 

tears rising to her eyes; "it would be as much as I 

could expect, if you were to give me even a decent 

burial—leaving the matter of a monument or tomb

stone entirely out of the question." 

"Pshaw! my dear," I replied; "is there any use in 

your talking that way, I should like to know? In the 

first place, your health ia perfectly good, and"— 

"My health good!" she interrupted. "Why, there 

never was a more feeble woman than I am. You know 
how weak and ill I have been ever since we wore mar
ried, aud that I am liable to die any moment. But 

you are used to hearing me say so, and seeing me in 

this condition. M y mother knows how precarious my 

life is, and she told me, the very hour before I started 

to come home, that I must be very careful of myself; 

that I must not entertain too much company—especial

ly your bachelor friends; for that m y life hung on a 

thread, and that I might die any moment." 

"Good heavens!" I exclaimed, "if there be one 

thing more than another which I dislike, it is for your 

mother to tell you that you are feeble. To m y certain 

knowledge, she has repeated those identical words to 

you at least fifty times every year since we were mar

ried, and I believe she only does it to frighten you and 

provoke me." 

"Well, you are cruel, cruel as the grave," my wife 

cried, now quite excited; and I'll no longer live under 

the same roof with one who has no more considera

tion for my feelings and happiness than you have. My 

dear mother, who has her only child's welfare at heart, 

can't give me any advice but you get angry at her for 

it." 

"I don't get angry at her," I replied. "I am only 

vexed at her for trying to create a disturbance between 

us. If she'd let you and I manage our own house

hold, without forever suggesting this or that to you, 

we should know more peaceful days than we do. 

"I'll tell you what, m y dear," I continued, after a 

pause, during which m y wife, had kept her handker

chief to her eyes, in a way that suggested weeping— 

"I'll tell yon what," I repeated, "I had further been 

thinking about during your absence, and, if I am not 

greatly mistaken, it will be conducive of peace in our 
home." 

M y wife removed the handkerchief from her eyes, 
and asked me what I meant. 

" I mean this, m y dear," I answered: "I purpose to 

remove from the city into the country. I believe that 

thereby your health will be greatly improved, the fresh 

air will, I doubt not, bring back the roses to your 

cheeks, and the quiet incident to a country life, 

together with the tender communings which our 

hearts will hold with nature, will bring peace to us at 

last. Besides," I said, "the temptations which asBail 

us both in the city, will not exist to the same extent 
in the country. * * * Early rising, too, is condu
cive to health, and a ramble through the woods is bet
ter than a promenade on the fashionable side of Broad
way. Again, the cost of living in the country is half 
of what it is in the city. The rents bear uo compari
son to city rents, and we can enjoy the fresh vegetables 
just out of our own garden, which is more than we can 
say of those from Washington Market. The children, 
ah, my clear, think of the children! H o w they will 
improve by a change from town to country. They will 
grow fat, and sunburnt, and freckled, and tear their 
clothes climbing trees, and generally have a good time 
of it. * * * * * * * # * 

I suppose m y wife was too overjoyed to speak; so 
she only nodded her head, acquiescently smiled, half 
sadly, and looked forth into the deepening twilight, 
And so, when winter had glided by, May came, we 
went into the country, where, undisturbed by city 
trials, wo havo found peace at last, and all manner of 
agreeable matrimonial felicities. 
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TALK WITH THE YOUNG FOLKS. 

WEITTEN FOE THE ASIEMOAN FAEMEE, BY O. N. BEMEXT. 

WE have Bomething to say to the young girls. We 

never expect to tire in interest or tabor for the girls. 

W e see so much to hope for in relation to the females 

of our country, and so much that is defective in their 

education, that their interest—their, good, lies upon 

our heart like a perpetual inspiration. When wo see 

girls educated in the schools of folly and fashion, set

ting themselves, body and soul, to the blandishments 

of the shopkeeper and mantuamaker, idling their 

young.iives away in gossip and nonsense, taking early 

lessons in rouge-daubing and toilet-gilding, talking 

seriously of matrimony in their early teens, looking 

forward to making a fortunate match as their only hope 

and care in life, forgetting all that is greatest and best 

in their minds and hearts, ignoring all womanly aspira

tions for life's great duties and joys,—our heart bleeds 

within us. H o w many good people are trying to 

imurove their homes in the world! H o w many are 

seeking to awaken in human hearts a better ideal of 

home life—a true estimate of home virtue—a more 

thorough insight into home duties! H o w limited will 

be their success unless the hearts of the girls can be 

weaned with a burning zeal for improvement. Woman 

is a mistress, the presiding genius of home; and she 

must become true to herself, true to her womanly 

qualities of mind and heart, ere the homes of this 

world can be what they should be. She must cease to 

worship at the shrine of folly; she must cease to place 

her sole good in marriage; she must cease to regard 

herself simply as the doll or plaything of man; Bhe 

must cease-to lean on father, mother, brother, husband, 

for support—for instruction. She must feel that she 

has a mind to be educated—a soul to be taught the 

way of duty. She must learn to be independent in her 

opinions, her actions, her duties and aims. Every 

girl should have some aim in life and educate herself 

for some place and duty. Her education should be 

solid and thorough. W h y should the boys be sent to 

college from fourteen to eighteen, and the girls to a 

seminary or academy only as many months! Why 

should the boys be three or four years learning a trade 

or profession, and the girls never learn to do anything? 

W h y should the boys be all their minority learning 

agriculture with the best books, instructions and expe

riences they can get, and the girls, who are to be the 

wives, be ignorant of everything that pertains to their 

future dnties and trials ? W h y should it be the pro

vince of the boys to know so much, and the girls 

know BO little ? 

W e want to see the girls of this age wake up to a 

new life, and every one of them fix on some great 

attainment that they will secure. First of all let them 

aim to be true women, intelligent, self-reliant, virtu

ous, high-minded, sober, affectionate, thoughtful 

loving—all that is truly lovely, and nothing that is not; 

demanding of all their associates that they shall be 

honorable and respectful. Secondly,', let them deter

mine that they will know the most they can know 

about the practical duties of life; that their 

hands shall be taught to be useful and their minds 

active, come what fortune may. Thirdly, let them 

learn how to preserve their hcaith, to care for and do 

for the sick, to be judicious managers of.'households, 

sick rooms, nurseries, gardens, dairies, and whatever 

fells to the common lot of men and women. Fourthly, 

let them learn to do something by which they can 

earn an honest and profitable living were they thrown 

upon their own resources. Lastly, let them read and 

acquire useful knowledge. With such efforts the girls 

of to-day may be glorious women for the next genera

tion. 

SPORTS O P WINTER.—Winter brings joy to the 

youth, who are not at that season so much confined to 

labor, and they hail its return with quite as much zest 

as the aged do the return of spring and summer sea

son. The sleigh ride and the skating frolic are sports 

in which the frost must always have a share, and it is 

always made welcome to the young. Winter has it-3 

comforts for the adults also. The long evenings favor 

the social visits of country people, who often without 

a formal invitation take up their abode for the evening 

in a neighbors house, and "talk the night away," at 

least in part, over a social Are, formerly in &u open 

fire-place, which gave light to the whole room. Hero 

with nuts, apples, crullers, and a tankard of good cider, 

farmers will talk of their modes of managemeut of 

their stock, of their grain, of their vegetables, and of 

their year's store of meat salted up safe in tho cellar; 

and they enjoy a feeling of independence unknown to 

him who must first seek employment, then his com

pensation, then the best market to lay out his cash 

from day to day, to support his anxious family. When 

the good husbandman has laid up his stores for the 

season, and feels in himself that he has provided 

comforts not only for himself and family, but for his 

cattle and all the brute race on his farm—that ho has 

fields of his own, that always with a common blessing, 

yield him an abundance of the good things of life— 

that the failures or the misfortunes of those engaged in 

more uncertain pursuits, mar not in any great degree 

the security and independence unknown to most 

other classes of society. 

" S A M B O , is your massa good farmer?" "Oh, yes, 

massa, a fus rate farmer—he make two crops in ono 

year." " H o w is that Sambo?" "Why, you BCO he 

sells his hay in de fall, and make money once, 

and iu de spring he sell de hides ob all de cattle dat die 

for want ob de hay, and make money twice—data two 

crops, massa." 

A LADT named her son, the other day Petroleum. 

Her reasons for doing so was, that when sho had occa

sion to whip him she might " strike lie." 

A SCHOOLMASTER struct "lie" the other day but it 

was only juven-ile. 
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Mxln'% 9Mt 
T o Our Readers. 

WE take great pleasure, this month, in presenting our 

paper to our friends, filled with original matter, from 

practical and experienced men, and desire, at the same 

time to express our regret that necessity compels us to 

omit our usual agricultural leader, in order to make 

room for matter of a personal character. W e do not 

think it either profitable or interesting to bring these 

personal matters before the public, but owing to the 

insinuations of those opposed to the success of this 

paper, and the slanderous card which Mr. Harris has pub

lished, we are in duty bound to take notice of the fact. 

In regard to the advertisement, or circular, as Mr. 

Harris calls it, we have only a few words to say, and 

these are the facts in the case. 

The circular was put in the December number of 

The Genesee Farmer, as an advertisement, and as such, 

we intended to pay for it when called upon. Mr. 

Chase, partner of Orange Judd, when he came to 

Rochester, after finding that he could not take out 

proceedings against us, came to us personally, and 

implied that nothing would be done against us, ex

cept that we ought to pay for that circular "as an 

advertisement, and which we consented to; at the old 

rates for advertising, of The Genesee Farmer, and which 

Mr. Chase said they would think over; and it was with 

considerable surprise that we heard of, and afterwards 

received the card, which is published on the first page. 

That Mr. Harris should condescend to slander us in 

the manner he has done, and at the same time express 

friendship; and also in another column of The Agri

culturist, call us his friend, is more than we can under

stand. 

Bnt enough. W e do not wish to continue this sub

ject, and if any persons have looked upon our efforts 

with doubts, we trust that they will at once, be dis

pelled by reading this present number. W e ask all, 

whether T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is not worthy of the 

confidence and support of the community ? 

To those who have so nobly come forward with 

their assistance in contributing to our columns, and 

those who have voluntarily acted as agents in forming 

clubs, we return our sincere thanks. 

There are thousands of farmers in the country who 

would willingly subscribe, and many who are not as yet 

aware that a new paper is started; and we respectfully 

ask that all who wish success to the cause, will try and 

extend the circulation of T H E A M E R I C A N FARMER—show 

the paper to their friendB aud neighbors—tell them 

its marvellous low price—show them what is said of 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R by the press of the country, 

and get them to subscribe. Send on the names as fast 

as you get them, and we pledge ourselves that nothing 

shall bo wanting on our part to make T H E A M E R I C A N 

F A R M E R worthy of support, in its contents and typo

graphical appearance. 

T H E C A T T L E P L A G U E m EN G L A N D . — F r o m the Eng

lish papers of latest date, it appears that the range of 

the cattle plague is gradually extending in some por

tions of the country, and is stationary in others. In 

Cambridge, the deaths have in some places, diminished. 

in consequence of the prior annihilation of large herds. 

In Cambridge, the disease is still prevalent. In the east 

of England, fresh outbreaks have taken place. In the 

center, it continues its ravages. In the south, it is 

stationary, and in Scotland, more or less severe in dif

ferent localities. The accounts from other parts of 

that country are of an equally gloomy character. Vet

erinary skill seems quite unable to stop its ravages. 

The disease has already destroyed over 50,000 head of 

cattle, officially reported—besides some thousands 

more, of which the Government had not been advised. 

In consequence of the prevalence of this terrible dis

ease, it is announced that the Royal Agricultural 

Society will omit their annual show and meeting this 

year. 

Later information, as we go to press, announces that 

a large increase of the disease has taken place. For 

the previous week the number was 656, and in the last 

week of December 7,693 had been destroyed by the 

plague- In Yorkshire the number was 1,456, and in 

Scotland, 1,975. 

COLONIAL FRUIT.—The Province of Nova Scotia had 

the honor of taking the gold medal which was oflere,d 

for the best representative collection of fruit and vege

tables from any of the British Colonies, at a show of 

fruit opened in London, in December, in connection 

with the" Royal Agricultural Society. The London 

Press says of it, that the Nova Scotiau Fruit Growers' 

Association contribution was an exceedingly interest

ing collection of fruit, adapted to that Province, 

and compliments the appearance of the various des-

criptions of fruit in the collection. 

The gold medal of the Society for the best collection 

of fruit and vegetables, grown by any botanic or hor

ticultural garden in the world, was carried off by the 

Copenhagen Horticultural Society. 
mrro ilP' <11 . 

B A C K NUMBERS.—Each number of the F A R M E R ia 

stereotyped, BO that we' can at all times supply back 

numbers to any extent. All who subscribe will receive 

the entire volume. Any numbers that miss in the 

mails we shall be pleased to replace at any time. T H E 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R for ono year will make a beautiful 

volume of 384 pages, filled with tho experience of 

practical farmers, and profusely embellished with first-
class engravings. 

SORGHUM SUGAR.—A subscriber in Indiana sends us 

a sample of sorghum sugar manufactured by him, and 

will in the next number of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R 

furnish our readers with his process of manufacture, 
the variety used, & c , which will at this time be partic
ularly seasonable and interesting to our readers. 

STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.—The annual meeting 
of the New York State Agricultural Society will be 
held at Albany on Wednesday, February H, 1866, 
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Inquiries and Answers. 

MESSRS. EDITORS :—The farmers in the West are now 
begiuning to build houses and barns, and many are at 
a loss to know how to build as regards comfort and 
economy. I would suggest that you Illustrate copious
ly with farm buildings. Such plans as you may select 
may not suit every one that wants to build; yet with a 
little modifying, may suit a majority; and who will 
ever hold you in grateful remembrance for even a sug
gestion you may offer in the erection of a tasteful and 
convenient residence for themselves and family. 
Do not neglect the ttower garden. This will enlist the 
fair sex, and many a dollar may be added to your sub
scription list. Embellishments of country houses are 
too much neglected. Farmers need stimulating on 
this subject—7. H. A., (West Jersey, Ml.) 
We should feel under obligations to our readers, if 
they would give us a description of any farm buildings 
embodying modern improvements, which they may 

have, with an outline plan of the same, and we will 

get them engraved for the columns of T H E F A R M E R . 

Any suggestions on this head we shall be pleased to 

receive from any of our readers. 

E. F. H.—The trouble with you was this: you scald

ed the fowls in boiling water, whereas you should have 

used water nearly at the boiling point. 

F. W—20 cents per pound, is the retail price here 

for good turkeys; 15 to 18 cents for chickens. 

A. S., (OHIO.)—The postage on THE AMERICAN 

F A R M E R to England, is 24 cents a year, which must he 

prepaid, in addition to the subscription. 

A SUBSCRIBER.—See the number for January. 

H. F. S.—Will answer your inquiry, if possible, in 

the next number. 

R. H.—No room for you this month. 

K. E.—We cannot give you a satisfactory answer; 

we have looked for one ourselves, but could not find 

one. 

W O O D C H U C K S . — A subscriber wishes to know how to 

catch these burrowing quadrupeds. Will eome of our 

readers give us their method. 

J. O. OMEMEE.—Marblehead Mammoth Cabbage 

8eed is only sold by the package, at 25 cents each. 

You can get it by applying to James Vick, of this city. 

TRAINING ANIMALS—Eds. American Farmer .-—As this 
is a subject of never-failing interest to farmers, and 
more especially to the young men who are to be farm
ers in the future, your correspondent would suggest the 
propriety of a series of inquiries and answers through 
the columns of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , and that we 
may thus get and give all the best practical ideas and 
experience of the readers of your most valuable 
monthly. M y boyhood was mostly spent in the rough
est portion of Madison county, New York, where we 
raised with much labor only small crops of corn and 
potatoes, and still smaller of spring wheat, and scarcely 
any w'nter wheat at all. But it was a great grass 
country, and consequently a stock-raising and dairy 
country W e had colts and steers in abundance, 
with which wc boys did try our hands at breaking 
them as we termed it, during the long winter snows 
and snow-banks. And sometimes they took the advan
tage of our letting go the rope or lines a moment, and 
would nearly break ua before we could again bring 
them to anchor. Thus we took them through the 
suows of winter, and when spring opened,we-began to 
tra but often with very unsatisfactory results to do our 
spring work with our half-broken teams. Much has 

been said in these later years about Mr. Rarey's mode, 
and various other would-be wiseacres have added their 
experiences, views and theories, and to sift and get 
before your readers all we could of value on this much 
neglected subject, is the aim of your humble corres
pondent. Please let us hear from the readers of T H E 
FARMER.—Junius. 

tlterary Notices. 

MERRY'S MUSEUM. 

T H I S is the title of a neat little monthly, of 82 pages, which is 

always filled with readable and interesting matter for the young 

folks. A new volume commences with the January number, 

which is before us on our table. A fine steel engraving of. Gen

eral Grant, by Buttre, of N e w York, which is beautifully got up, 

will be 6ent to all new subscribers. Address, J. N. Stearns, 

Publisher, N e w York. 

THE FARMER. 

T H I S is the title of a now monthly, devoted to Agriculture and 

Horticulture. B y Elliott and Shields, Richmond, Ya. It is well 

got up, and, we doubt not, will have a large circulation. W e 

wish it every s 

T H E ARTIST'S SON, A N D T H E E M I G R A N T ' S SON. Prom 
the London Religious Tract Society. Published by Henry 
I-Ioyt, Boston. Price, $1,15. For sale by E. Dorrow &, Broth
ers, of this city. 

These are very interesting stories, in one neat volume, bound 

in crimson. Typography perfect. Excellent for Sabbath School 

Libraries, and for presents to oblldren. It is sent by mail, freo 

of postage, for the above price. 

HARPER'S WEEKLY. 

Tins illustrated paper, of our country, never fails to come to 

hand, from week to weelt^ always welcome, and filled, at all 

times, with something pleasing to the eye, and profitable to the 

mind. Single subscriptions, $4,00 a year. In clubs of six, for 

$20,00. Harper & Brothers, N e w York. 

OUR SONG BIRDS. A serial, published quarterly. By George 
F. Root and B. R. Hanby. Prepared expressly for Sabbath and 
day schools, juvenile singing classes and the social circle. Each 
number, 04 pages, complete in itself. T H E S N O W BIRD, (Jan
uary,) T H E RO B I N , (April,) (TnE R E D BIED,) July, ( T H E D O V E , ) 
(October,) Single numbers, 18 cents. 60 cents a year. $2 a 
draon. $15 a hundred. For sale by E. Harrow & Bros., of 
this city. 
Welcome to the "Snow Bird," for January. It appears in 

beautiful plumage, aud we notice that it is in excellent trim. It 

is the first of " Our Song Birds." A serial, published quarterly. 

THE GARDENER'S MONTHLY. 
THE January number of this valuable monthly is roceivod, 

and, as usual, it is filled with excellent reading matter for Horti

culturists and others. Any of our readers wanting a good work 

on Horticulture should read tho advertisement of this monthly 

in our last number, and subscribe for it. It is edited by Thos. 

Median, and published by W . G. P. Brinekloe, of Philadelphia. 

Price, $2,00 a year. Single copies, 20 cents. 

The American Farmer* In Canada. 

AL long as the premium on gold continues, we shall 

send T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R to our Canadian subscri

bers at 60 cents each in clubs of five or more, or single 

subacriptions at seventy-five cents. 

If American money is sent, our terms will he one 

dollar a year, or seventy-five cents in clubs. W o pre

pay the American postage on all papers sent to Canada 

or any of the British Provinces. 

To ADVERTISERS.—All advertisements Bhould be re

ceived on or before the 20th of the mofeth to Insure 

insertion in the following month. 
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T h e American Farmer—Opinions oft ) Press, 

E V E R T mail brings us papers saying a good word for 

THE AMERICAN FARMER. WC assure our brethren of 

the press that their good -will and kind words are fully 

appreciated, and thank them for the liberal manner in 

which they endorsed our remarks in the columns of the 

January number, in all but a few cases, giving credit. 

We are at all times willing to be copied from, but at the 

same time, desire to have full credit given to THE 

AMERICAN FARMER. 

IT is of the same stylo and price as the Genesee Warmer, and 
opens with fail- promise of success.—Country Gentleman. 

I T is printed on good paper, clear type, and promises to bo a 
valuable monthly.—Herald, UMoa. 

TnE place of The Genesee Warmerha.s been more than equally 
•well supplied by T U B A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . "We trust that the 
new candidate will not only obtain all the support and good 
of its predecessor, but will find its way to a largely increased 
number of friends and subscribers.—Telegraph, Germantown, 

Pa. 
T H E first number of THE AMERICAN FARMER bears a creditable 

appearance, and ought to be sustained,—Gazette, Leroy, 
T H E January number, which we have received, is a very good 

beginning.—Star, Cobourg. 

T H E AM.EEICAN F A R M E R is the title of a neat little monthly 
fiheet,' of thirty-tTWO pages. It is equal, in every respect, to its 
predecessor, the Genesee Farmer^ and as an agricultural pup̂ r,. 
ft is perfect.—Prototype, London. 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R presents a good appearance, and under 
the able management of Mr. Turner, can but succeed.—i&ra^, 

Tns A M E R I O A N F A R M E R is handsomely printed, on good paper, 
and is filled with matter interesting to all farmers.—Courier, 
Potsdam. 

JUDGING- from the first number before us, it is a journal wor
thy the support of the fanning community generally.—Tribune, 
Hornellsvitle. 

THE initial number of THE AMERICAN FARMER promises to 
meet the wants of farmers. The subscription price is only one 
dollar per year, and a smglo number contains a hundred tlmca 
that worth of practical information.—Reporter, Titusville. 

F A R M E R S , who are in want of a good and instructive agricultu
ral paper will find this just tho one to meet their wishes.—Era, 
Clinton, C. W., 

I T is got up in the samo style as The Genesee Warmer, but it 
is an improvement on that defunct monthly It will no doubt be 

useful publication to the fanning community.— Warder, 

I T is an improvement upon The Genesee Warmer, which has 
long been a favorite.—Republican, Fultoimille. 

So far as it may seeE a place among new readers, and stand on 
its own footing and merits, it is welcome to succeed.—Messrs. 
Orange Judd & Co., Special. 

T H E January number of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is a well got up 
publication.—Clvronicle, Penn Yon. 

T H E Jannary number is very well got up, and we can recom
mend it to farmers, horticulturists and others.—Republican, 
Saratoga Springs. 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R well fills the vaouum made by the 
transfer of Tiie Genesee Warmer.—Atlas, Attica. 

T m s monthly is very neatly got up and filled with acceptable 
matter—Express, Roc/iester. 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is a new competitor for the pat
ronage of farmers and agricultural readers generally, and the 
first number presents a fair appearance, and is well stocked with 
valuable and instructive reading. In addition to the. paper, each 
subscriber will receive a copy of tho well known and beautiful 
engraving of the late President Lincoln, and bis son "at home:" 
a handsomo present, and making a tempting offer.—Sentinel, 
Burlington, Vt. 

IT contains a large amount of miscellaneous and general news as 
well as many valuable bints to" the agriculturist—SsnUnel, 
Prattsburgh. 

W E predict that TnE A M E R I C A N F A R M E R will soon win its way 
to public favor.—Commercial, Aurora, Indiana. 

TnE A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is illustrated with numerous wood 
cuts, and filled with interesting matter to tho farmer and gar
dener, as well as tho general reader.—Era, Newmarket. 

T H E Jannary number presents a vast amount of general and 
6pccial informatipn for tbf farmer, embraced in a neat and con
venient form for binding.—Wree Press, Kittanning. 

Tire A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is a new agricultural monthly, got up 
in good style, illustrated with numerous wood cuts, and filled 
with interesting matter to the farmer and gardonur, as well as tho 
general reader.—Era, Newmarket, C. W. 

T U B A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is a new candidate for publio favor, 
and wo havo no doubt will be a popular one. It is a great im
provement upon the Genesee Warmer.—Republican, Fulton-
ville. 

FROM the appearance of the first number, wo Judge that It 
wonld bo a very useful paper for farmers.—Wree Proas. Honeoye 
Walls. 

JUDGING from tho first number, THE FARMER is to be fl very 
valuable paper, and to more than fill the place vacated by itB 
predecessor. W e wish all aucueas to i t — Telegraph Nor

wich, N. y. t 

IT ia a most excellent farmers' paper and worthy a liberal sup
port—Journal* Ckar/teld, 

I T is filled with useful matter and is finely illustrated and 
very cheap.—Demo era t, McConnellsburg. 

I T is well edited; contains a great variety of matter interest
ing not only to the farmer, but to the general public, and is well 
worth the price of subscription.—Journal, Pottsville. 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is the title of a new and a very excel
lent monthly. W e have perused its pages with interest and to 
much satisfaction. Every farmer and gardener should havo a 
copy of this beautiful little stranger.—Democrat, Bloomsburg. 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R takes the place of the Genesee Farmer, 
and is put up in the same style. W e consider it an excellent 
work, and should receive a hearty support from farmers.—Repub 
Mean, Bloomington, 

THE January numbor which is before us, presents an exceed
ingly creditable appearance, and its columns are stored with 
much ycluablc information.—Journal, Alleyan, 

IT is well filled with valuable matter, and is worthy the 
farmer's attention.—Journal, Ann Arbor. 

As far as we can judge, after examining the first number, Tmi 
A M E R I C A N F A R M E R deserves to be well patronized.—Gazette. 
Picion. 

IT is got up in a handsome and convenient form for binding, 
and is well filled with valuable matter.—Transcript, Norm 

Adams. 
THE new journal appears to be ably edited, and will no doubt 
fill tho place of its illustrious predecessor.—Citizen, Jackson. 

W E would recommeud T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R to tho peoplo 
of this section as a paper that is exactly suited to their wants. 
Every one should obtain a copy and examine it, and we feel confi
dent that they will not consent to bo without it.—Enterprise, 
Keioawnee, Wis. 

WE have examined THE FARMER carefully, and would say that 
it is eminently worthy of the patronago of farmers.—Republi
can, Waverly. 

WE are in receipt of this oxcellent journal for January, tho 
first number of its existence. Each number will be neatly print
ed, on good paper, and filled with valuable reading matter for 
farmers. At one dollar, it should not fail to find its way to every 
farmer's house in the west.—BoreaUs, Bowling Given, Ind. 

WE havo never seen a better Agricultural papor than the first 
umber of T H E A M E R I C A N FARMER.—Republican, Sycamore. 

JUDGING from tho first number before us, it is a journal wor
thy the support of the farming community jrencrally — News, 

Nunda. 
THE AMERICAN FARMER is the best agricultural monthly we 
kn«w of, and is furnished for the small sum of Sl.OOa year.— 
Wamily WHend, Brooklyn. 

THE AMERICAN FARMER.—The first number of this new candi
date for the favor of the agricultural community isboforeua. 
Althoughgotten up at so abort notice, following as it does, the 
Genesee Warmer, it promises to equal that long and lustly pop
ular agricultural journal in tho quality and ouaiitity of the mat
ter contained, while it far excels it in its typographical appearance 
and general make up.—Democrat, Rochester. 

THE AMERICAN FARMER is a successor of the old Genesee 
Farmer, and we judge from the first number, which is on oui 
table, that it will be an improvement on that paper.—Recorder, 
A?nsierda?n. ' 

WE welcomo to our exchange list. THE AMERICAN FARMICR, 
now monthly agricultural Journal, conducted with marked 

ability, and admirably fills the place of The Genesee Warmer.-
Press, Normampton. 

Tns AMERICAN FARMER is the title of a now agricultural * 
paper just started in Rochester. It is the size of 32 pales is nut 
up In good style, is printed on clear new type, and males'* very 
creditable appearance. It is something in tho Btyle of the old 
Genesee Warmer^ but it makes a neater appoarance than that 
ever did and w e think is quite likely to be more popular with 
the farmers. It is finely illustrated, and is furnished at ftl 00 D M 
annum.—American, Albion, N. Y. w ' v 
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Notes on the Weather, from Dec. IS, 1865, to 

Jan. 15th, 1866, Inclusive. 

THE moderate weather continued through ilie second 

half of December. The canal was frozen fast on the 

15th, and has been fast bound, as usual, through the last 

half. The mean temperature of this half was 28.10°, 

and the general average, 25.81°. Wchadrain, andhail, 

and snow, on the 20th, and 21st, and sleighing for four or 

five days; fine wheeling rest of the half month. 

The mean heat of the month was 81.10°, and general 

average, 28.73° The coldest morning, 10°; coldest 

noon, 20 °; and coldest day, 15.33 °. The hottest morn

ing,:^0; hottest noon, 47°; and hottest day, 41.33°. 

The waterfallen in the month was only 1.75 inches ; 

barometer, 29.47 inches, andits mean for 28 years, 29.53 

inches. 

For the year 1865, mean heat, 48.16; and for 29 years, 

47.06 °; a year, warmer than the average. 

The water, rain and melted snow, for 1865, was 34.08 

inches; and the average in 29 years, 32.53 inches ; water 

exceeds the average. 

The severity of the cold in the Mississippi Valley for a 

year or two past, has been striking for winter cold, and 

summer or early frosts. On December 13, 1865, the ice 

formed at St. Louis, and temperature down to 9 °, colder 

than our Western New York. On the 14th, at Cincinnati, 

8 ° below; at Quebec, on the 15th, 12 ° below, and snow 

fell three or four inches deep at Nashville, Tenn., on 15th. 

January, 1866, began fair and pleasant. On the 5th, 

the temperature was at 3 °; on the 6th, in the evening, 

5°; and the cold period was distinct and palpable; on 

the 7th, 2 ° below in the morning; 3°atno0n; 3 ° be 

low at 9 p. M.; on the 9th, 4 ° below, at 7 A. M.; at noon, 

17°; and the cold period passed off. The cold was 

greater at the east—Boston, 8 ° below; New York, 

10 ° below; Albany, 15 ° below; Auburn, 24 ° below; 

Geneva, 12 ° below; Eochester, 4 ° below; Montreal, 

21° below; Ottawa, C. W., 31° below; Ann Arbor, 

6 ° below; Kalamazoo, 10 ° below. 

The barometer gave the greatest rise known here in 

28years, Jan. 8th—30.52 inches; also, highest known 

at Geneva College, 30.53 inches; and also was the high

est known at Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

For the first half of January, 1866, the mean heat was 

17.78 °; and the lowest mean in 29 years, was 15.9 °; and 

its highest, 36.7°; a cold half of this January. More 

or less" snow, light, and giving very little running of 

sleighs; smooth for carriages; on the whole, rather 

cool, but business active, and health as usual. 

T h e Press. 

W E feel under obligations to many editors for the 

liberal manner in which they have noticed T H E A M E R I 

C A N F A R M E R , and to many agricultural papers who havo 

sent their valuable exchanges. Would our space allow, 

we should be pleased to give an extended notice of each. 

J^-Editors, correspondents and agents will please be 

particular to address all exchanges, notices and commu

nications to T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , Rochester, 

N. Y. 

THE MARKETS. 

EOOITEBTEE, Jan. 23,1866. 

F L O U E A N D G E A I N — V e r y little doing, and little change in 
prioes. Scarcely any grain Is offered. A few loads of Eed 
Wheat are brought in. Flour—White Wheat, $12@*18.76. Eed 
winter, !>9.50@S10.75. Extra State, $7.25©7.50. Grain—Whiio 
wheat, ?2@.Ji2.50. Bed do., $2@2.12X. Corn, TOc. Barley, S0<& 
8 5£ T„

0 a t s' 40c- E>re' 75c- Buckwheat, 75@80c. w 

PBOVISIONS—Market dull. Dressed hogs, $11.75(»$12, 
last week, but only $11@$11.50 this. Lard quiet, 18@20c. 
B w ^ A ? 0 ® ! ? ^ - ^ ^ 8 . 88<=- Turkey8, lS®20o. Chickens 15®17o. 
WOOL—4S@C5c. 

N E W T O B K , Jan. 28. 

F L O U E — T h e market for Stato and Western flour is heavy, 
and common grades 10@15c lower, with only a moderate de
mand. 8ales, 6,100 barrels at the following quotations: Snper-
2j™S,!ate' *6-7o@«7.20; Extra State, »7.55@i$7.85; choice Stato, 
$7.90@8.10; Superfine Western, $6.75@$7.20; common to good 
shipping brands extra round hoop Ohio, $3.85@$8.50; Cana
dian flour is 10 cents lower. Sales at $7.S5©8.20 for common, 
and $S.25@$11 for good to choice extra. Eye flour dull. Corn 
meal dull. 
G E A I N — T h e market for wheat is dull and prices of spring 2c. 

@Sc lower. N e w No. 1 Milwaukee, 170o; choice Amber Mil
waukee, 174X; Unsound new Amber Michigan, 100c. Eye 
qniet. Barley dull and nominal. Corn quiet and without de
cided change. Sales 82@36 for unsound and 85@88c for sound 
Western mixed in store and delivered. Oats dull and lower; 
sales at 88@42c for unsound, and 54@56c for sound Western. 
D E E S S E D HOGS—Firmer. Sales at 18X@18.Jifc for city, and 

12%@13o for Western. " 
PEOV1SIONS—The market for pork is dull and prices lower. 

Sales at $29.62@29.87 for new mess; $28.25@29 for old mess-
closing at $28.59 regular; $21.75@22 for prime i and $23@28.50 
for prime mess. Cut meats are steady; sales 250 packages jit 11 
@18o for shoulders and 15^@18c for hams. Lard dull and hea
vy; sales at 15}£@18>£c—the latter an extreme price. Butter 
dull at 20@82c for Ohio and 25@88c for State. Cheese is quiet; 
sales at H X @ 1 7 ^ c for common to prime. 
CUIOAOO, Jan. 22. 

FLOUE—Market moderately active and Bteady. 
G E A I N — W h e a t quiet at 122%@128c for No. 1. Corn inactive 

and nominal. Oats firm. 
PEOVISIONS—Dnll. Mess pork firm; sales at $26.50@27. 

Sweet pickled hams quiet St Yl%c. Green meats steady; shoul
ders 9Xc and hams 15J£c. Lard steady at 17c. 
HOGS—Active. Sales at $9@9.75. Dressed hogs active and 

advanced 25@85c; sales at $10.75@11.25, closing steady at $11 
for good and $11.25 for heavy. 

Special Notices. 

OCUMPAUGH'S SHIRT A N D C O L L A R M A N U F A C T O R Y / — 

No. 10, Main street, (Bridge). Rochester, N. Y.—Many 
of the numerous readers of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R 
perhaps are not aware of the flourishing manufactory of 
shirts and collars.in this city, at No. 10 Main street, 
(Bridge.) This establishment occupies four stories: 
the first or basement, is well lighted, and is used for the 
washing of the shirts, collars, &c; the second and 
ground floor is for the wholesale and retailing business 
—and the third for sewing, which is packed with girls, 
all busy as bees; the fourth story is for starching, iron
ing and drying. These goods are all got up in good 
style, and defy competition even with our large estab̂  
lishments in the eastern cities. Shirts aud collars made 
in the latest and most fashionable style. Also shirt 
patterns cut and sent by mail: Directions for self-
measurement sent by mail, and so easy to understand 
that any person can take their own measure, and if tha 
directions are followed will guarantee a fit. Give 
Ocumpaugh a call, either in person or by mail. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
E A T E S O P ADVERTISING—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a line per 

month; ono column, each insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver

tisements and cuts. Inserted at the same rates. Special notices. 

60 cents a line. 

10,000 MANETTA E0SE 0UTTETGS. 
/ ^ U T ten to twelve Inohos long, $5.00 per 1,000. 

ALSO, 35,000 ANGER'S QUINCE STOCKS. 
Jon-tf S A L T E E & A N T H O N Y , Eocheater, N..Y. 
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FLOWER AND VEGETABLE SEEDS. 

FICR'S ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF 
SEEDS. 

FLORAL GUIDE FOR 1866. 

IS N O W PUBLISHED, AND CONTAINS A FULL 

DESCRIPTION OF THE CHOICEST FLOEAL 

TEEASUEES OF THE WOELD, 

AND THE BEST VEGETABLES, WITH PLAIN 

DIRECTIONS FOR CULTURE. 

Illustrated with a Colored Bouquetteand 

Fifty Wood Engravings, 

OF TOE NEWEST AND BEST FLOWEES, AND CONTAINING ABOUT 

Seventy Pages. 

F^~ Sent to all who apply, enclosing Ten Cents, which is not 

half the cost. 

Flowers from seeds sold by me, obtained the first prizes at the 

principal State Fairs, and hnndreds of County Fairs, the past 

cummer. 

Address, 

J-A-MES V I C K , 
jan-tf Rochester, N. Y. 

G E E O S ! S E E D S I! S E E D S < ! I 

J. M. THOKBUBN dk CO.'S 

ANNUAL DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 

Of Vegetable and Agricultural Seeds, for 1866. 

With directions for the cultivation of Garden Vegetables, is 

ready for mailing to all applicants. 

J. M. THOEBUEN & CO., 

Growers and Importers of Seeds, 

feb-tf 15 John street, New York. 

FORTY ACRES SMALL FRUIT. 
" \ T T Small Fruit Catalogue is now out, giving full description 

Strawberries, 

R a s p b e r r i e s , 

Sla.ck'berrles, 

C u r r a n t s , 

G r a p e s , 

Cranberries, Sweet Potatoes and Evergreens! 

"With full instructions for Setting, Cultivating and Marketing. 

Stamps not refused to pro-pay postage. 

A. M. PUEDT, 

Feb-H South Bend, Ind. 

1 \ T E W S E E D ! 

MEN" OP KANSAS ! DO YOU WANT 

MASSACHUSETTS' GROWN SEED! 
left at your door as cheaply as it is sold in Boston or New York? 
I nave introduced m y 

Hubbard Squash ! Marblehead Mammoth Gabbage ! 

and a score of other new Vegetables, to thousands of the Farmers 
of the "West, and am ready to send them to thousands more. 

^- CATALOGUE SENT GRATIS TO ALL WHO APPLY. 

It contains a list of nearly 

Three Hundred Varieties of Garden Seed 
^a large portion of which are of my own growing. I havo grown 
a fine lot of L A R G E E E D O N I O N , E A R L Y R O U N D TRED, 

YELLOW FLAT, EARLY ROUND YELLOW DANVER9. 

(a prodigious bearer), and EARLY CEACKEE ONION SEED 
this season. Never fear to order m y seed, as I warrant ail to 
reach the purchaser. Send early, before the frreat rush comes. 

Feb.3t 

$200 A M O N T H ! 
AJVD ALL EXPENSES CLEARED 
BY AGENTS, IN SELLING 

"THE FIELD, DUNGEON AND ESCAPE!" 
BY ALBERT D. RICHARDSON, N. Y. Tribune Correspondent 

The unparalleled 

SALE OF ONE THOUSAND COPIES PEE DAT! 

Is abundant evidence of the popularity of this work. It is the 
most interesting and exciting book ever published, embracing 
Mr. Richardson's unparalleled experiencefor four years,—his 
adventures while traveling through the South in the secret ser
vice of the Tribune at the outbreak of the war, with our armies 
and fleets, both East and "West, his thrilling capture, 
his confinement for twenty months in seven different 
rebel prisons, his escape and almost miraculous journey by night, 
of nearly 400 miles. 
ToacherB, ladles, energetic young men. and especially returned 

and disabled soldiers, in want of profitable employment will find 
it particularly adapted to their condition. Send for Circulars. 

Address, 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

Hartford, Conn. 

SCRANTON & Bren, Agonta. Feb-lt 

M Y O N I O N S E E D . 

W H A T T H E Y SA.TT O E I T ! 

DES MOINES CITY, IOWA, Sept, 1865. 

M B . G R E G O R Y : — D e a r Sir—I feel it m y duty to return to yon 
m y sincere thanks for the good and genuine Scod of different 
kinds I bought of you. There was considerably ovor $100 worth, 
all true to name, and excellent- Tho Onion Seed was the best I 
ever bought, and I havo Jhad a good deal of experience with dif
ferent seedsmen. Some of m y Denver's Onions measured six
teen Inches in circumference. 

K O B E E T GIBSON. 

I havo grown this season, EARLY ROUND YELLOW DAN-
V E R B , (this yields an enormous crop), L A E G E E E D , E A R L Y 

EED, YELLOW FLAT OE 8TRA8BURG, and CEACKEE 

ONION SEED. I invite all who are in want of Seed that i» 
reliable in every respect, to 

SEND P0B MY ONION 0TE0ULAE! 

for prioes and detailed description of varieties. I have published 
a thorough treatise on Onion raising, of 82 pages, with 18 illus
trations, which I send to any address for 80 cts. 

JAMES J. II. GEEGORY, 

Feb-8t. Marblehead, Massachusetts. 
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IMPORTANT TO STOCKBREEDERS. 

OARLET'S 

Arabian Heave Remedy, and Infallible 
Condition Medicine. 

THE GREAT REMEDY FOR DISEASES OF 

HORSES AND CATTLE. 

Its effects are permanent and always safe. 
It is free from the injurious mineral or vegetable stimulants 

that enter up largely into the composition of most other medi
cines. 

It has been tested for fifteen years by the best stock breeders 
tn the country with unqualified satisfaction. 

HORSES. 

It is a sure cure for 

HEAVES, 
COUGHS, 

COLDS, 
BROKEN .WIND, and all other 

diseases which affect the wind of Horses. 
It has never failed, when properly tested, of curing all diseases 
of cattle arising from coughs and colds or overwork. Its use on 
some of the largest stock farms in N e w York and the Western 
States, has saved thousands of valuable animals. Many breeders 
will not be without it Wherever its qualities are known it is 
the universal favorite. Tho proprietors simply ask for it a trial, 
feeling confident that it will give satisfaction. 
B y its use the appetite Of the animal is improved, all derange

ments of the digostive organs corrected, the skin softened, and 
the coat restored to a natural and healthy condition. 

THE AMERICAN HEAVE EEMEDT AND CON

DITION MEDICINE, 
Is warranted superior; 

Eequires smaller doses;' 
Is more easily given; 
Is more certain in its operation— 

Than any other remedy known 
Its operation is so simple and natural that It m a y safely be 

given to horses and work cattle without the necessity of with
drawing them from the road or field. 
Rice 25 cents per package, $2.00 per dozen. 
For Bale by all druggists and general dealers throughout the 

United States and CanadaB and by 
T U T T L E & CO, 32 Dey street, 

Jeb-tf General Agents, N o w York. 

VENtER FRUIT BASKET 
Beecher'sFatent, May 31, 1864. 
FOR convenience in picking Small Fruits, and for their safe 

transportation to market, and beauty of arrangement when 
on sale, tho 

VENEER ERTTIT BASKET 
has no equal. The Hortionltural Exhibition of the American 
Institute, held at Cooper Union last season, awarded the 

FIRST AID ONLY PRIZE! 
TO THESE BASKETS, and our most experienced Fruit raisers 

and dealers, give them the 

PREFERENCE OVER ANY OTHER BASKET IN MARKET. 

Sold by the trade generally, and by the Manufacturers. 

A. BEECHER & SONS, 
WestYille, Conn. 

fT Send Stamp for Circular. Feb-St. 

TAKE YOUR CHOICE. 
WE will send by Express, or otherwise, as ordered, securely 

packed, 

A $55 SEWING MACHINE! 

EITHER 

WHHril.ER, & WILSON or GBOVEE & BAKER, 

To any person sending UB the nnines of 

.SIXTEEN NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
TO THE NEW YORK OBSERVER, 

with the money for one year in advance. Sample Copies and 

Clroulars sent to any address free. 

TERM8-$3,50 a year ir* Advance. 

. SIDNEY E. MOESE, JR., & CO. 
Feb'ylt. 87 Park Eow, New York. 

INSURE IN THE BEST. 

THE UNION MUTtTAI. LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY, Boston, Mass. Second to none. No forfeiture 

of policies. No litigation of claims. Henry Crocker, President: 
W . H. Hollister, Secretary. 
Assets $1,260,100 
Losses paid to date 900,000 
Dividends 600,000 

This Company is one of the 

Oldest, Safest and Best, Life Insurance Companies in the 
United States 1 

The security of its investments and the economy of its general 
management have successfully commended it to the confldenco 
of the public, and made 

THE HISTOEY OF ITS PAST ITS PEOMISE FOR THE 

FUTUEE. 
It issues all the ordinary forms of policleB, and has some plans 
of insuring, ORIGINAL W I T H ITSELF, to which public attention Is 
invited. 
It is purely mutual; all the profits aro divided annually among 

the insured. 
Call before insuring elsewhere. 
Examination is Invited. 

i G E O E G E N. E E Y N O L D S , General Agent, 
Office, 83 Arcade, Eochester. 

Post Office Address—Box 525. 

W . S. Campbell, Alfred Eobb and Geo. Schuarr, Agents. 
Feb.-lZm. ; 

rpHE MOTHER'S JOURNAL. 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE! 
For Mothers and tho Household. 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF PER YEAR! 
AGENTS WANTED 

In every Church, Town and Tillage, to socuro subscribers. Direct, 

all letters to M O T H E E ' S J O U E N A L , 

Feb'ytf. 4 9 S Broadway, N o w York. 

Silver Medal Premium Fruit Plates! 
-TTTE publish a large list of beautiful Pictures of 

Fruit, Flowers and Shrubbery, 

all colored from riaturo, and refer to the leading nursery houses 
in tho country, who have ordored from us. Send for catalogue, 
with full descriptions. A largo 

SIIiVEB MEBAIJ 

was awarded to us by tho New York State Agricultural Society 

at tho Fair held at Utica. ̂  ^ ^ & B E 0 T H K R i 

Publishers and General Book Dealers, 

jan-tf I. Eoohcster, H. Y. 
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A HANDSOME PRESENT 
TO EVEEY SUBSCEIBEE TO 

THE AMERICAN FARMER—AT $1.00, 
Or in ClubB of Ten and npwards, at Eighty Cents each. "We will 

send a beautiful engraving of the late 

PRESIDENT LINCOLN AND SON 
"at home." This is a splendid offer, and we congratulate our

selves on having secured this valuable prize for our subscribers. 

TO AGENTS!!! 
ffa will sand a copy of 

Sc-ibner's Ready Reckoner, 
ind Log Book, to every Agent w h o will send us F i v e S u b 
scribers, at 60 cents each. 

W e will send a copy of 

Miner's Domestic Poultry Book, 
to every Agent who will send us E i g h t Subscribers, at 
75 cents. 
W e will send a free oopy of 

The American Farmer, 
and either of the above books to every Agent w h o will Bond us 
T e n S u b s c r i b e r s , at our lowest clubrates of Seventy-Five 
Cents each. 
W e will send a beautiful 

Steel Engraving of Lieut. Gen. Grant, 
to every Agent, who will send us Sixteen Subscribers, at 
our lowest club rates of Seventy-five Cents each. 

We will send a beautiul 

Engraving of President Lincoln, and also 
of Gen. Grant, 

to every Agent who will send us T w e n t y - f o u r Subscri
bers. 

Our object in offering the above liberal Premiums is to create a 
largo circulation for T H E A M E E I C A N F A E M E E , which w o 
desire to introduce into every town and village in the country. 
W o send the paper to any address. Additions to olubs can bo 
made at any time. 

Subscription money m a y be forwarded by mall, at m y risk 
wlthoutjbcing registered. Address, 

JOHN TURNER, 
ru/bllslier a n d Proprietor, 

A m e r i c a n Farmer, 
Boeuester, N . Y . 

THE GREAT REBELLION. 
O E , THE CIVIL WAP. IN THE UNITED STATES. A 

complete record of the whole contest, by Hon. J. r. 
Headloy, author of Napoleon and Hio Marshals, Washington and 
His Generals. &c, *c. 1,200 pages royal - octavo, and 6U steel 
engravings. Complete in one volume, and tho same in two vol
umes. Beady in March. Also the Photograph Album. Family 
Bible. The most complete ever published. 
Agents wanted in every town in Monroe countv, to canvass for 

these works: Address, L. H. DENISON, 
62 Buffalo stairs, (3d floor), 
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VOLUME I. ROCHESTER, N, Y.( MARCH, 1866. No. 3 

THE AMERICAN FARMER. 
A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF 

AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS OF 

Farm Buildings, Animals, Implements, Fruits, ffcc. 

Volume One, for 1866. 

One Dollar a Year, in Advance. 
Five Copies for $4.00; Eight C^ies for $6.00; and any larger 

number at the same rate. 
19*All subscriptions to commence with the year, and the 

entire volume supplied to all subscribers. 
OJT"Postmasters, Farmers, and all friends of improvement 

are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscriptions. 
Specimen numbers sent to all applicants. 
Subscription money, if properly enclosed, may be sent at the 

riskoftheliubllsher. Address, 

JOHN TURNER, 
Publisher and Proprietor, Rochester, N. T. 

THE FARMER AS A MANUFACTURER. 

MANY will doubtless remember the remark^made 
in the first number of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , that 
all real improvement in farming must commence 
with the fanner. He must obtain more knowledge 

or learn to make better use of what he already 

knows. Many farmers know a good deal that is of 
no kind of use to them. Remind them .of an impor
tant fact and they know it, of course; but they are 
no better off for the knowledge. Knoirledge to be 

of any use, must be digested, and what, is valuable 
retained. Thus the mind grows, becomes larger 
and stronger and better prepared for the great strug
gle of life. Some m e n read and read, anq never get 
any better for it. They have an intellectual dyspep-
sia. Their, minds don't digest, and therefore the 
mental food never becomes assimilated aid made a 

part of themselves. 
Some minds like some diseased stomach^ seem to 

revolt against the most wholesome and valuable food, 

and to have a great hankering after thatjwhich is 
comparatively worthless, if not injurious. I. This is 
another reason w h y improvement is slo^. Our 
readers, w e presume, will remember plenty of cases 
where people seemed determined to learn everything 

except just that which would be of the greatest 
benefit. Tell a m a n where he canrbuy an improved 
hay fork, or save a dollar in the purchase of I coat, 

and he is all attention, while important principles 
that should affect his whole conduct through life, 
and would if heeded, make him wiser, better, hap
pier and more useful, are scarcely heeded. 

Let us always strive to get at the principle of 
things. To reform any particular practice is well 
enough, but it is like pruning a tree and washing 
and scraping the bark, while no attention is paid to 
the worm at the root. Some of the best farmers we 

have ever known were those who commenced their 
business somewhat late in life. Their minds had 
been trained and their habits formed in mechanical 
or commercial matters, where the conflict of matd 
is usually sharp and active, and though comparative
ly ignorant of agricultural pursuits, their former dis
cipline soon enabled them to become masters of a 
new and difficult profession. They had learned to 
look upon the farm in its true light, as a work shop 
or manufactory, and he who could make' beef, pork, 
wheat, corn, &c., at the least cost as the best farmer. 
This is the true principle. 

W e have known farmers, here as well as in other 
parts of the world, with reputations almost world
wide—known and honored everywhere, as men 
of unusual skill and science—who if they had to de^. 
pend upon their profits for support would aban
don farming for some more lucrative pursuit, or 
change their practice very suddenly. It is not all 
gold that glistens, even in farming, and not always 
the best farmers that obtain the biggest prizes at our 
great agricultural shows. 

What would be thought of the manufacturer who 
should make beautiful cloth, substantial and of fine 
finish, exciting the admiration of every beholder, 
and yet costing to manufacture twice the amount 
that could be obtained for it in the market ? H e 
might get credit for a kind of useless ingenuity, but 
as a business man and a manufacturer, would not 
compare with the one who quietly pocketed his SO 
or 25 per cent, profit. 

Farmers, as s general rule we think, are rather 
poor calculators. Perhaps this assertion is too 
broad. It is true of many, certainly. H o w few in 

figuring up the cost of a crop of wheat or corn will 
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charge all the items of. valuable stock,used up in 

its manufacture. The air, the sun, and showers are 

free enough but they don't make wheat or corn, any 

more than the- water that turns the" miller's wheel 

makes his flour. • Those of us who have had experi-

" ence in bringing up a." run-down" farm know that 

' it is a pretty slow and costly process, and we realize 

the' fact that a crop of grain takes from the soil 

something as precious as gold. The manufacturer 

' makes no such mistakes. He is sure to count every 

item of cost, not even forgetting wear of machinery, 

and then usually adds a little for possible errors— 

for fear something might have been omitted, or just 

to be on the 'safe side. The farmer should be as 

careful of the character of his soil as he is of his 

own character, or his surplus greenbacks. It is a 

fine place for the deposit of extra capital where 

thieves can not steal. The merchant. always con

siders hisfbusiriess the best place in which to use 

his capital, and never thinks of placing any in 

other directions until he has all here 'that he can use 

to advantage. The farmer is too often scraping 

to get every possible dollar out of his business-

and thinks every hundred cents thus stolen from 

I his farm, is a dollar saved. Many farmers 

we know of are getting seven per cent for money 

i that they have foolishly taken from their legitimate 

business, which had it been used wisely on their 

farms would have yielded five times this amount of 

, profit. . 

"OUR" WALKS AND TALKS. 

EVERYBODY, I suppose, has a right to walk and 

• talk, except the lame and the dumb. No one can 

,. claim a patent as the original inventor of these 

pleasant and very natural exercises, nor can any one 

demand their exclusive use—unless it be the ladies. 

Many will remember that pleasant little book Walks 

and Talks, »(an American Farmer in England, pub-

. i lished almost a score of years ago. I only mention 

thiB to show that there is nothing new in the title. 

Your apology in the January number of T H E 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R for the comparatively slow ad

vance of agricultural knowledge, and the accidents 

that often defeat the ends sought by careful ex

periment, reminded m e very forcibly of some of 

m y walks and talks, that have been anything 

but agreeable. Once upon a time, I deter

mined to spend, a good deal of time and some money 

in an, effort to add to the general stock of agricultu

ral knowledge. I had bought one kind of potatoes 

under three different names, and found that there 

was a great want of knowledge-respecting this escu

lent. Scarcely two agreed as to the best, variety for 

an early or general crop, while regarding produc-

, tiveness and\uality there was. a still greater differ

ence, ef..opinion, if possible., 

I.obtamed seed from every available source, planted 

and compared, and classified. I had collected over 

two hundred varieties, and among them all of Mr. 

Goodrich's seedlings, some sixty in number, I 

think. I had promised Mr. G. a report as to pro

ductiveness, health and quality, but after growing 

them for qne yearj determined to try the next before 

making ^ report. M y cellar was arranged like a 

seedsman's shop, with boxes and drawers, all nicely 

labeled, while m y experimental' ground was filled 

with stakes like a nursery. I was also trying a se

ries of experiments .with various manures on the 

potato—plaster, lime; guano, barn-manure, &c., taking 

the scales to the field and weighing manure, seed and 

products. I was determined to do a " big thing." 

I had conducted these experiments two years, and 

the third Was to be the final test, the results of 

which could be relied upon with the greatest cer

tainty. In addition to this experimental ground of 

about an acre I had several acres of potatoes near, 

all of one kind for a crop. The year before I had 

engaged two industrious sons of the Emerald Isle to 

dig mypotatoes by the bushel. Meeting one of them 

early in the morning, I engaged them again, giving all 

necessary directions, and agreeing to be on the ground 

myself before night. Being detained,, unexpectedly, 

it was nearly sunset before I could make it conveni

ent to visit m y potato diggers, and there to my hor

ror found them at work on m y experimental grounds, 

and the potatoes in three or four huge piles. Hav

ing obtained two assistants they had nearly cleaned 

the ground. There was some pretty tall walking ami 

talking for a few minutes, but all to no purpose—my 

experiments were ended. I retired from the ground 

a sadder instead of • wiser man, as I had antici

pated. 

SORGHUM CULTURE. 

•WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY "HOOSIER HEN8Y," 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Having had somo little experience 

in the culture of sorghum for the last ten years, 1 

will offer a few suggestions to the readers of THI 

A M E R I C A S F A R M E R , as far as m y experience dictates. 

1.—The mode of evMvatwn.—The soil should be 

rich. Plow your ground ten inches deep, about the 

8th of May; pulverize it completely. Lay it off 

with a light, one-horse plow, making the furrow 

four feet apart, north and south; then cross it off 

east and west, making the furrows two- and-a-half 

feet apart. Plant immediately, as the weeds will'do 

their best to see daylight before your sorghum. 

Drop your seed'in the center of "the crosses, not more 

than eight or ten in a hill. Cover lightly withyim 

foot, mashing the fine earth on the seed as you step 

on each hill. After it is up two inches high, thin it 

out to fou"r stalks; in a hill, and hoe it' Well, which 

'you wiD. find is quite a tedious operation. As soon 
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as it has attained sufficient hight, plow It, making 
three furrows in a row, the wide way, and one the 
narrow way ; or two, if your plow' is small. Plow 

and hoe it once a week, and if you keep it clean 
until it is waist high, you can say, "Good by," 

Borghum, until fall. 
2.— Varieties.—I prefer the old-fashioned sorghum 

for a fine strap. It has a sprangly top and black 
seed. I have made from it, sirup as fair as honey, 
and of delicious flavor. But for the manufacture of 
sugar, I would say, as far as m y experience goes, 
the African Cat-tail is far superior, as it is the only 
variety that has a natural tendency to granulate. 
3.—The best mode of manufacturing the sirup.—-I 

a m speaking now for a single farmer who wishes to 
make up his own crop, and say eight or ten barrels 
for his neighbors. I prefer Cook's Evaporator, as I 
have fully tested its merits, and can say that any 
man of good common sense, can, after a few days 
experience, make an excellent article of sirup with 
it. One grand essential is to have plenty of good, 
well seasoned wood, in order to keep up a regular 
high heat, of course you must have good cane, and 
a good cast mill, in order to press out the juice as 
fast as you can boil it down. Always let your cane 

get fully ripe, before making it up. You would not 
expect as much juice, or as goods, flavor in an apple, 
when two-thirds matured, as you would when fully 
developed. So in cane the same rule holds good. 

4.—How to manufacture sugar from sorghum. 
The sample of sugar you received from m e was 
made from the African Cat-tail variety, the only kind 
(in m y humble opinion), that will pay to raise 

expressly for the manufacture of sugar. 
Boil your sirup until it is quite thick, not forget

ting to skim all the green skum off after it becomes 
thick, between the first four baTS of the evaporator, 
where it first rises. Be very careful not to let your 
sirup scorch, which can be easily prevented by stir
ring with * small hand broom when it is nearly 

finished. W e will suppose then, that you are now 
ready to separate the sugar from the sirup. Provide 
yourself with a number of cooling bojes, say four 

reet long by two wide and six deep. In these pour 

your sirup, and Bet them away in a room, keeping 
the temperature from 90° to 100° Farenheit, 
In one day and a half the sugar will entirely separ

ate from the sirup, settling on the bottom of your 
boxes. Next draw off your sirup, andi cut your 
mush sugar into boxes with perforated tin bottoms, 
to drip; after the sirup has all dripped through, 
take o,ut the sugar and press it. A cheese press may 
be used, or a screw cider press; after pressing, spread 
}t out out in the air, and that completes tb»process. 
W e make three pounds of sugar to the jjllon of 
sirup, but expect to make four or five next year 
More than half of the sirup is left after extracting 

the sugar. 

SEASONABLE SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 
MONTH. 

' WRITTEN TOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY 8. P. KEATOR. 

BT the time the readers of THE AMERICAN FAR

M E R receive this number, the short month of Febru
ary will have taken its flight and vanished into the 
past, which closes the winter of the year, and ushers 
us into the spring of 1866, which may lead us to 
exclaim with the poet: 

"The stormy March has come at last, 
With wind and clouds and ohanging skies; 
I hear the rushing of the blast, 
That through the snowy valley flies.1' 

—Bryant 

Every farmer should in this month, if he has not 
already done so, lay his plans for the spring and 
Bummer campaign on the farm. It is not too late to 
cut and haul enough firewood to burn during the 
summer and the next winter ; cut and pile the same 
in the wood shed, if you have one ; if not, rank the 
wood up nice and cover it with boards—for one cord 
of dry wood is worth two cords of green and unsea
soned wood to burn next winter. 
If you have not already done so, cut and haul a 

few saw logs to your nearest saw mill, if you have 
good white oak, ash or hickory. Have some of them 
sawed into wagon and sleigh tongues, wagon axles, 
&c. Your wheelright will tell you the proper sizo 
to have them sawed. You will always find such 
lumber convenient to have on hand. You will then, 
when you want a sleigh or wagon repaired, know 

that good timber is used in repairing the same. 
During this month examine your plows, harrows, 

cultivators, &c., and see if they do not need repair 
ing ; if so, have it done immediately. By so doing, 
you will be ready to commence spring work on the 
farm ono week earlier than your neighbor who leaves 
his farming implements to be mended until the day 
he wants to use them. Be particular and examine 

your harrow teeth and see if they don^ want sharp

ening, for there is no implement on the farm that 
needs tabe in better order than the harrow. A good 
supply of plowshares should be laid in; take them 
on the, grindstone and grind them smootK. Yon 
will find a great advantage in this, as it usually ! 

takes one day besides much labor in the shape of 
robbing to get a share smooth hesides th* ground is 
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not half plowed until the share becomes bright. It 

will savs in the strength of your teams at least fifty 

per cent. Try it. 

This month is a good time to trim old orchards, 

cut scions for grafting to be set in April, although 

some set grafts in this month with good success; but 

I prefer April; the weather then is warmer and the 

sap commences to flow sooner after the grafts _are 

set, and they are less liable to dry up. Scions should 

be cut from the last year's growth. Cut large pota

toes in halves and stick the scions in them, and lay 

them in the cellar, until you want to use them. 

Harness should be oiled this month. For this pur

pose use neat's foot oil, and add a little lamp black. 

"Don't wash them before oiling, but oil them until 

they become soft; hang them in a dry room. W h e n 

dry take a sponge and Castile soap and wash them 

with the sponge ; then take a piece of buckskin and 

rub them, and they will have a nice gloss, and the 

black will not color off. Harness oiled in this way 

will never become gummy, and will have as good a 

gloss as if it had been varnished. 

Many other things besides those that I have alluded 

to, can be done this month, and I assure you, you 

will have reason to congratulate yourself when the 

time comes to commence work, that you are ready 

and all things are in order. 

FARM TALK. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY G. E. BEAOKETT. 

" Good evening, neighbor 1 

" Good evening! Walk in, and take a chair. 

" Rather cold, lately. 

"Yes, rather, but this strong north wind has been 

so cutting and disagreeable that it has seemed to be 

colder than it really was. 

" H o w cold has it been the last woe 

" Only about ten degrees below zero. 

" It seems to m o as though m y stock never suffered 

so much as they have this cold snap, and it has given 

them wonderful appetites. I don't have any trouble 

about their eating straw and fodder, only put it 

before them. What do you suppose makes them eat 

more in such weather than they do when it is warm 

and pleasant ? ' 

" They say it's to keep up the animal heat. Fod

der is only just so much fuel, which the animal con

verts into fat or heat-producing elements. 

" H o w often do you feed your stock ? 

" About four tim es a day regularly. I feed them as 

soon as it is light in the morning, then a light fod

dering after I get m y breakfast, or instead, give pro

vender to those I am feeding extra. Turn out and 

water them and feed again at noon, either in the 

yard or barn, then stable them and feed at about 
sunset. ,,,.-.. 

" Then you don't feed in the evening after dark ? 

" No. It was formerly m y practice to do so, but I 

have followed the system for several years,, and find 

it answer m y purpose. It is disagreeable to have to 

go to the barn and feed the stock every night, just 

before bed time, as many do. Besides, one cannot 

always do it himself, and it is dangerolis to trust a 

lantern in some person's hands, in a barn of hay. 

" That's so, and some hired men don't know any 

better than to go into a barn with a pipe in their 

mouth, and such a fellow who can't be trusted aint 

worth his salt on a farm. 

" H o w does your hay spend the winter ? 

" First-rate ; never fed out better. Seems to me 

as if a ton of it lasts the same stock as long as a 

third more did last winter. 

" Hardly so much difference as that, but still I can 

see considerable difference. You remember in 1864; 

most of the hay was got when it was rather tender 

and before the grass had begun to ripen. It made 

nice fodder and the stock ate it up clean, but there 

was not much " spend " to it. Now, last year, the 

grass was a little mature before it was cut, and that 

is the reason it feeds out better. 

" Do you believe in waiting until grass is rips 

before cutting it for hay ? 

" No, I do not; but I would have the blossoms ont 

and the seed formed before cutting, and if possible 

would cut all grass at that time, but I am fully 

aware that a farmer cannot always cut all his grass, 

even at the time he would like to, and therefore, I 

would advise to cut a little too early rather than a 

little too late, as the loss will be much less in the 

former case. 

" Do you think it good policy to sell hay off a 

farm? 

" As a general thing, no; but still there are cases 

where I would recommend it. For instance; If a 

farmer was in debt for his farm, it would be policy for 

him to sell his hay, if it brought a good price. But 

in such a case, he should use every effort to add to 

his manure pile from other sources. Most kinds of 

special manures and artificial fertilizers only exert a 

temporary effect for good. There is nothing per

manent about them, and we cannot do entirely 

without barnyard manure for any great length of 

time. Hay, last year, was twenty-five dollars a ton, 

and then, in m y opinion, it " paid '* to sell it and 

return the needed manure to the soil in some other 

manner. But this year, it is only ten dollars a ton 

and it will not pay to sell it. If we intend to " farm 

it" for a living, we must keep stock to consume onr 

hay, grain and fodder, and thus keep up the fertility 

of our soil. You know the old saying is, that stock 

means manure,andmanure means grain—therefore, 

bread to feed the nations, and I think about so my

self, don't you neighbor t" 
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tended directions for growing and feeding all of. 

these crops, can be given in one article, when each 

one is of sufficient importance, for an article by it

self. Still a few brief remarks in regard to each 

may not be out of place, . . 

The great amount of sown , corn, that can be, 

raised on an acre, and its great value for feeding,, 

necessarily places it first on the list, .This crop.is 

easily grown on any good corn land, well prepared 

in the usual manner for a crop of corn. A shallow 

furrow should be turned out for the rows, about' 

three feet apart, and the seed sown in this furrow, 

about forty grains to the foot, and covered with' a 

light harrow. Two or three times. cultivating with 

a food steel t66th cultivator, will be all the cultivâ  

tion needed on clean land. When' ctrt up it m & y W 

allowed to wilt a day or two, and may then be? 

bound in very small bundles, and set in very small 

stoocks, and allowed to stand several weeks, 

when it may be put in large Btoocks—not stacks— 

and left to stand until wanted. This coujse is 

made necessary by the great difficulty in getting 

this kind of corn fodder dry enough to keep, well,, 

when stored in bulk in the fall. 

Hungarian grass, millet and the differant kindSof 

grain to be sown and cut for fodder, are- included, i 

because they are, or have been used more or less in 

many places, and because according to different ac

counts, they can be made to answer- a very good 

purpose. But whenever sown corn will do well, 

there can be little doubt, that many times the great 

amount that can be grown to the, acre, must make 

it much more profitable, than any other kind of' 

grain would be, when sown for fcddfir. While at 

the same time in most cases, it will be better to 

allow the different kinds of grain to mature, then 

cut, before the crop is dead ripe, save the straw in 

good order, and cut and feed it with plenty of grain 

and roots. 

The next is corn stalks, where the crop of com 

has been ripened and separated from the stalks.. 

W h e n corn is cut off at the ground as Boon as the 

grain is fairly glazed, and set up in the bosf. sizo 

stoocks, to stand good, ripen, and dry out well •• 

it is husked out as soon as the grain is sufficiently 

well cured, and the stalks secured as soon as they 

are in good order before the heavy driving storms^.. 

we usually have late in the fall,, have a chance to, 

damage them; such stalks are undoubtedly, ail 

' things considered, the cheapest fodder grown in this 

section. While such stalks are readily eaten by 

horses and sheep, they seem to be more particularly 

calculated, for the different kinds of cattle, and espe

cially milch cpws, being often preferred to hay when, 

giving milk-. 
In feeding straw, that, frora peas and beans wilj' 

be.fowd,Wgiv:e $he.best.prpfijt'^h'en fed to jjiejg,,. 

M E S S R S . E D I T O R S :—The above question is one of 

gTeat importance ; and one that has engaged much 

of the attention of many of our best farmers. But 

as might be expected, the result of their trials, ex

periments, and investigations, have varied consider

ably, owing, no doubt, mainly to the course pursued 

in each case, or local circumstances in which they 

were placed ; and it may be to some extent to pre

conceived opinions or prejudices. But while it may 

not be profitable to go into any lengthy review of 

the course pursued, or means used in coming to the 

conclusions reached by different farmers, it may not 

be amiss to give what the writer considers the best 

conclusions that he has been able' to come to by 

some reading, observation, and experience. 

It is well understood, that there are a great many 

substances used as substitutes for hay; and that 

some of these are preferred in one place, and some in 

another. But m y aim will be to give those that are 

best in Western N e w York, and in other places 

where the systems of farming1 pursued are similar 

to those practised here; the soil and climate being 

very nearly the same that they are here. In doing 

this, the different kinds of forage and feed that can 

be used, will be named in their order of excellence, 

'- the best, except grain and root crops, first, as fol

lows : 

Corn sown for fodder, Hungarian grass or millet 

cut before it is quite ripe for fodder. Peas, rye, oats 

and barley, raised and cut green for fodder. Corn 

stalks, where the grain is allowed to mature, or to 

become sufficiently ripe to mature after it is cut up. 

The straw of different crops; as peaB, beans, barley, 

oats, wheat and rye. To these, of course, will be 

added most kinds of grain, and the different varieties 

of root crops. 

Of course it will not be expected that grain or 

roots will in any case be used alone in the place of 

hay. So it should also be understood, that none of 

the above mentioned kinds of forages, will alone 

answer in the place of hay, without the addition of 

more or less grain or roots, or what will be much 

better grain and roots. The amount of'grairi and 

roots fed, being of course in proportion to the value 

and condition of the different kinds of forage used. 

Less grain and roots being needed with the different 

kinds of forage cut before the seed has matured, 

than when the grain, etc., was allowed to ripen1, and 

then'separated from the straw and stalks, or say to 

" feed with tld corn'stalks and the different kinds of 

straw. 

fif <-nn*se it 'canriot be exjiej&sfl, .flw| juiy .vejy ex-
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Although horses are fond of pea straw, and cattle 

will eat more or less of both pea and b'ean straw, 

still, there can be but little doubt, that it is much 

the most profitable to feed both kinds to sheep. 

While perhaps in most cases, other kinds of straw 

will pay as well when fed to sheep as to any other 

stock. Horses and cattle can be kept very well 

on good bright straw, if it is cut and mixed with a 

suitable allowance of grain. There is this advantage' 

in feeding straw to sheep, it needs no cutting or 

other preparation, while some go so far as to both 

cut and cook straw for cattle. W h e n sheep are 

•kept on straw, they should always have a liberal 

allowance of grain, or roots, or both. , 

'. The most important substitutes for hay are the 

.different kinds of grain, including peas and beans, 

iwhich, though not, cereals, answer the same purpose 

•as the different grains, when used for feeding. For 

.'horses and cattle grain should be ground, and the 

Straw or other forage used, cut so that it can be 

mixed together. This is considered most important 

when straw is the principal coarse feed. But when 

corn stalks or sown corn are fed, there is little 

doubt but it would pay to cut and mix meal with 

' them also. There is but little advantage grinding 

grain for sheep. But it is very important that a 

suitable allowance of grain should be fed with each 

and all of the different kinds of substitutes for hay, 

giving more with the straw than with good corn 

Btalks, and more with stalks than with grain or 

millet grown and cut for fodder, or with sown corn. 

Yet, the best way will be to give a liberal allowance 

of some kind of roots, for a part of the grain, as 

unquestionably it would be better for preserving the 

health of the stock. 

This brings up the last substitute for hay'that will 

be considered. Roots, are Very largely grown in 

some countries, not only as a substitute for, but to 

feed with hay and grain. And many believe that 

the same course should be followed here. While 

others urge that the high price of labor is a serious 

drawback, on any profit that may be realized by 

growing roots on a large scale. But without stopping 

to consider which is right, I may state that m y ex

perience in growing and feeding roots many years, 

leaves no doubt in m y mind, that a certain amount 

of roots may be grown and fed to the best advan

tage. That while, with our comparatively cheap 

land and high labor, it may cost more to feed an 

animal all the roots it can eat, than it would to fur

nish the same amount of nutrirnont in grain and hay 

or other forage, still the beneficial results, that may 

be realized by feeding a certain amount of roots, in 

connection with other kindB of feed, makes it profit

able to do so. These beneficial effects, it is claimed, 

are produced in two ways. First, by the tendency 

that roots have ^o promote a more thorough diges

tion and assimilation of the nutritive properties of 

other kinds of feed;. and second, by preserving'and 

promoting the health of the' animal, while kept on. 

dry feed. For these reasons, I have no doubt, that it 

will pay to grow sufficient roots to feed cattle at 

least once a day, and horses and sheep at least once 

or twice a week, while they are kept on dry feed. 

Sheep should have a good allowance every day, also 

all cattle feeding for beef, and cows giving milk, a 

good feed twice a day, would probably do all the 

better for it. While the roots, if fed with a propor

tion of grain, would be a great help in producing 

satisfactory result, in feeding the different substitutes 

for hay. 

STOCK-GROWING AND TILLAGE 

EXCEPT in situations where extraneous manure 

can be procured, it is only by the union of feeding 

with tillage, that land can. be retained in a high 

degree of fertility. Were the system therefore, 

more generally adopted—especially on all poor soils— 

of laying down a considerable part to grass, there 

can be no doubt that if again broken, its productive 

powers would be found improved, through the 

meliorating effects of pasturage and rest; and while 

the gross produce would thereby be ultimately 

increased, it would so far diminish the expenses of 

labor, as in many cases to counterbalance the cost of 

the stock. The farmer who has the means, as well 

as the discernment, to make some of the various 

branches of grazing or the diary, an essential part 

of his business, and thus nurses a portion of his 

land, preserves the tillage in constant heart with 

the additional manure; and though the grosB 

amount of corn may bo less than if more ground 

were under the plow, yet the acreable produce 

will certainly be greater, and the deficiency will be 

more than made up, by the supply of cheese, butter 

and of flesh. He also divides his risk, so that any 

loss upon his crops from an unfavorable harvest, will 

be made up by the profit upon his cattle. The bane 

of necessitous farmers, and the ruin of land, are 

under stocking and over-cropping.—British Hus

bandry. 
- « • .<»»» mi 

T I M B E R M E A S U R E M E N T . — T h e dimensions of 

round timber are found by girting the log and taking 

one-quarter of the girt for the side of the square. 

Hence the rule. Multiply the square of one-quarter 

of the circumference by the length of the timber, 

and you have the contents of the log or tree. 

W E R T S O N C A T T L E . — T o remove warts from cattle 

mix equal parts blue vitriol, lard and honey, and 

onnoint them once in four or five days, they will b9 

removed without making a sore.—3. 
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H O W W E FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 

COUNTRY. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY MP. o. B." 

NITMBER TWO. 

" T H E cattle mourn in corners, wnero the fence 

Screens them, and seem half petrified to sleep 

In unrecumbent sadness. There they wait 

Their wonted fodder; not like hungering man, 

Fretful if unsupprled'; but silent, meek, 

And patient of the slow-paced swain's delay." 
—Oowpt 

T H E farmer's winter is a season of comparative 

leisure. His principal employment is taking care 

of his stock. Our fathers have left us no forests to 

destroy, and so the wood-chopper's occupation is 

gone. In fact, I think the majority of the farmers 

of the lower Genesee buy their own fuel. W e owe 

our fathers a debt of gratitude for their severe labors 

in cutting down the forests and clearing, the land, 

but our obligation would have been greatly .in

creased had they left _ about twenty-five acres of 

wood land to every hundred-acre farm. Life in 

Western N e w York would have been far more 

agreeable, and the same labor and capital employed 

upon seventy-five acres that are now employed upon 

the hundred would have made better returns. 

Many farmers in the vicinity of Rochester, especi

ally on clay soil, raise considerable hay for market, 

which they sell in winter. Where land will average 

two tons per acre of good timothy, which will sell 

at from $15.00 to $25.00 a ton, it will pay a fair 

interest on land worth $100 per acre. 

Many farmers draw in their straw and sell it by 

the load or ton, at from $5,00 to $8,00 per load, or 

$10.00 to $14.00 per ton. At the first thought, we 

should pronounce this bad farming, in thus selling 

off the basis of manure; and it is, if no substitutes 

are purchased for the manure thus sold off. But 

should the farmer, every time he sells a load of hay 

or straw, draw home a load of stable manure, I 

think he would fully replace the loss, and make sev

eral dollars #by the trade. Or, a ton of plaster, ap

plied to a clover crop, to be plowed under, or fed 

upon the farm, either green or dry, would replace 

the loss by several loads of straw. 

__ C A R E O F STOCK. I 

As I said before, the chief employment pf farmers 

in winter, now, is the care of their stock. They 

have made great progress in this respect since Cow-

per wrote the lines at the head of this article. Many 

of the readers of T H E A M E R I C A N - F A R M E R can 

remember when that picture was a reality on many 

farms. Cattle seldom used to be stabled. A n open 

shed, into which the wind would blow, and the snow 

drift was the common shelter of the neat stock. 

Generally, part of them, driven from the shed by 

the stronger tyrants, were obliged to hover around 

the straw stack through the cold stormy winter. 

Now, most of us have warm stables, where the 

cattle are chained up in separate stalls. W e use 

chains with large rings that can move freely up and 

down the hitching stake, and fastened around the 

animal's neck with a snap. For feeding milch cows 

or.neat stock of any kind, I prefer good bright 

corn stalks, cut before frosted, and clover hay. I a m 

not much in favor of cutting fodder for cattle. I 

have an endless chain horse power, by which I can 

cut hay or stalks enough in five hours to last a dozen 

head a week, but I can see but little gain in it. 

Cattle will not eat the butts of stalks, whether cut • 

or not, unless starved to it, and I have thought that 

in trying to separate them from the softer parts, 

when cut up, more of the better parts are left than 

when fed whole. The butts of corn stalks are hard 

to masticate, indigestible and innutritious, and 

should never be forced upon an animal. Clover hay 

is much improved for stock, by being wet; and if 

wet with scalding water a few hours before being 

fed, and covered with old blankets or straw, it is 

still better. 

A feed of roots of some kind, once a day, is good 

to preserve the health of cattle and keep their bow

els in good order. I feed m y stock regularly, three 

times a day, in their stalls, night and morning—and 

in the yard at noon, if not too cold or stormy. 

W e are a little more careful than formerly in say

ing calves, or in buying cows, to give preference to 

those having a pedigree. M y cows are mostly Dur

ham, or a cross of Durham and native; but I am not 

satisfied that they are the best milkers. They are 

rather too much inclined to lay on meat, and where 

beef is a leading object, they are not easily Surpassed. 

Sheep-raising is considered profitable on large 

farms, and the Merino takes the lead in this section. 

A well selected flock, kept in good condition, will 

average about six pounds of wool per head, worth 

from three to four dollars—will average two lambs 

to three ewes, worth in the fall two to four dollars 

each; so that we may safely calculate upon five or 

six dollars, as the annual product of every owe. 

They should have shelter, (not too close,) free access 

to water, and be fed with regularity on good hay, 

straw, bean vines, roots occasionally, and some kind 

of grain or beans. 

Farmers are beginning to understand that warm 

shelter is a saving of half the fodder of stock, and 

consequently provide it. 

Farmers' horses have pretty easy times in winter, 

unless there is good sleighing, and the boys get hold 

of them, when they receive but little mercy. They 

should be fed on clean, bright timothy; if on clover;, 

it should be cut and wet; have a little grain—con

siderable if worked; plenty of dry bedding and be 
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Store hogs should1 have warm pens, plenty of 

Btraw, be fed with regularity, and never allowed to 

squeal. 

TOO MUCH LAND. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY "W." 

MESSJRS. J|DS.:—It seems that many have the 

opinion that farming can be done" with success only 

on a sn|all scale, or on a few acres. I believe thSt 

it is conceded that all good farmers follow a system 

of rotation, and to do so, divide their farms into 

fields of .nearly equal, size. N o w let us take the 

matter, pf fences. To illustrate qur idea we will 

,t$iev; two pieces of land—one of one hundred, the 

other of one thousand acres, to be divided into ten 

square fields, each piece to be of the same form. 

The ope hundred acre piece will take over 800 rods, 

.(piece supposed to be 80 by 200 rods), tofence it; 

whereas one hundred acres of the large piece will 

take less than 250 rods—a difference of 500 rods, 

which here (Michigan,) we would rather pay one 

'thousand ilollars for, than build; to say nothing of 

over two acres of land covered by fences, gates, &c. 

,.As,to the economy of working large and small 

farms, I shall not make any estimate here, as it is 

well known that small fields cannot be worked to 

any advantage by machines on wheels. Imagine a 

man with a sulky cultivator in a field forty rods 

square, or a rotary spader; in the first place, in large 

fields, doing the work of three, and in the other 

eight men, and in a superior manner ; or a mowing 

machine. Every practical farmer knows that the 

hardest work for a team in mowing or reaping, is in 

backing and turning corners. On commencing hay

ing last,summer, we mowed a small field of Beven 

acres, it made a hard day for the, team, while twelve 

acres,were cut on an average, when the length of 

field was one hundred and thirty rods. 

, There is another heavy drawback on the small 

farm,, namely the great outlay of capital in labor-

saving machinery, which a small farm cannot afford, 

as most of the expensive machines will do the work 

on from a two to a five hundred acre farm. 

There - is another strong point in this mat

ter of large versus small farms. Every man wants 

a'good substantial, roomy, well finished and furnish

ed home. His family expenses should be extremely 

liberal. Then add many luxuries, &c. Now, if he 

can pay farm and family expenses from the small 

farm, would not another hundred acres' added 

leave the family expenses clearprofit; besides land 

without, buildings, is assessed much lower, and of 

course taxed lower than the other. 

.How should it be with the farmer ? H o w should 

he employ himself? Should he labor with his own 

hands at work which the commonest laborer can do 

as well, bringing himself down to the level of the 

motive power of the farm. I answer, no. Any farm 

that will not pay its incidental expenses, labor and 

supervision, leaving a good profit, should be sold out 

and a;larger one purchase;! at once. 

The true becupation of a farmer should bê —first, 

the careful overseeing of his; farm in all its depart

ments ; secondly, comparing his crops and stock with 

that of others in various ports of the country; 

thirdly, careful reading of agricultural papers from 

different parts of the country, thus obtaining a 

knowledge of the relative course'of want and sup

ply. For it is equally as-important to know what to 

produce, as how to produce'. He should so arrange 

his time that he will be literally a man of leisure, 

Which he can do with ease. I know farmers here 

who are cultivating farms of .nearly a thousand 

acres in first, class, style, whosetime is not half taken 

np.., . . . , M l i n p i M i , 

HEDGES. 

A S U B S C R I B E R to T H E F A R M E B writes from 

Indiana: 

I intend to commence hedging m y farm in the 

spring. M y farm is well fenced now, but iny rail 

timber is all gone, and I must have something to 

take the place of the fences when they are gone. 

M y farm lies on the Wabash River, and I have 

planted nearly two miles of Honey Locust along the 

bank. I plowed a furrow and laid the pods thick in 

it, and threw two furrows on them, and then planted 

pods the same as before, and then threw two furrows 

on them, and intend to harrow them well as soon as 

the ground is in order in the spring. I will let you 

know how I succeed with them, and also the Osage. 

W e shall be pleased to hear from our correspond

ent on this subject.—EDS. 

SIZE O F T H E WEST.—Illinois would make forty, 

and Minnesota sixty such StateB as Rhode Island. 

Missouri is larger than all N e w England. Ohio ex

ceeds in extent either Ireland, Scotland or Portugal, 

and equals Belgium, Switzerland and Scotland 

together. Missouri is larger than Denmark, Hol

land, Belgium, and Switzerland, apd Missouri and 

Illinois is. larger than England, Ireland, Scotland 

and, Wales. 

THE amount of diseased meat destroyed in the 

city of London during the last quarter of last year, 

has been no less than 76,203 pounds, or rather more 

than 80 tons of meat, as unfit for human food. 

T H E State of Illinois produced in 1805,177,000,000 

of bushels' of com, 25,000,000 of bushels of wheat, 

800,000 bushels of rye, 1,000,000 of barley, and 

28,000,000 bushels of oats 
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HOP CULTURE. 

WMU'llll FOB TBI AMERICAN FARMER, BY I. W, COLLINS. 

As the hop crop is now Attracting so much atten
tion in Western N e w York, a few words about it 
will not be amiss. Hops were formerly planted on 
the richest bottom lands, aiuj where they were pro
tected by trees from the wind; but it has been found 
that in such situations the risk from lice or aphis 
was far greater than on the poorer uplands, and that 
exposed windy spots were safest. Hops will grow 
on quite poor land, if there is a good circulation of 
air and plenty of sunshine. Good corn land is suit
able for a hop garden. The vines should be set, 
at least, eight feet apart each way ; and if the land 
is rich, enough to produce fifty bushels of corn per 
acre with good cultivation, it is bast to set them 
nine feet apart, as they should never, be crowded. 
W h e n preparing the land for planting, in order to 

protect the young plants from droujth, plow as deep 
as possible, with a sub-soil plow, and drag the field 
until the ground is mellow. Corn, potatoes, or any 
other hoed crop can be raised on the land at the 
same time, but should not be planted in the hill 
with the hop sets. 
The sets are cut in, pieces three or four inches in 

length, each containing two sets of eyes. It requires 
from two to five bushels of roots per acre, according 
to the number of pieces used in a hill, and the quan
tity given for a bushei, some bushels tieing double 
the size of others. W h e n the eyes are perfect, three 

or four pieces are sufficient for a hill. 
From six to twelve male plants should be put in 

per acre; if more are used the crop will weigh light. 
Plant as early in the spring as the ground can be 

worked—rather deeper than corn, but not so deep 
as potatoes. At the same time plant a number.of 
good sets from three to six inches apart in a bed, to 
make plants to fill up any vacancies there- may be 
the first fall, by which one year can be sated on the 
missing hills, and the yard be kept alike. ' 

Keep the yard clean the first year. Let nothing 
go to seed upon it at any time. One weed run up to 
seed will probably make several hours hoeing for 
the next year., ,. 

It is best to stake the yard the first year, so that 
the young vines may run up out of the way In cul
tivating, and not be broken off by the plow.: W h e n 
sets are planted in April, and well cultivated, they 
often produce from t*o to four hundred pounds the 
first year. Stakes can be cut Seven and a half or 
eight feet long, and set one foot in the ground, one 
stake in' each hill. Sawed stakes an inch and a 
quarter square, are often cheaper and are just as 
good as round ones. Hops run up a square stick as 
well as a round one. 

The old way of running hops required at least 
two long poles and sometimes three to each hill, and 
these poles were from fifteen to thirty feet in length, 
and set from one and a half to two and a half feet 
deep in the ground. It requires about fifteen hun
dred poles on an average per acre, and they must be 
re-set about once in five years. Many of them break 
with their load of vines sooner than this, and in fall
ing tear down or break other vines. I have seen 
half the poles in a large yard blown down by a hard 
wind where poles are old, destroying .most of the 
crop. A better method has been patented, for which 
see cut. One stake per hill is used, set one foot in 
the ground, and just long enough so that a string 
crossing the yard both ways at the top of the stakes, 
will be above the head of the horse and man in cul
tivating, which is about six and a half or Beven feet. 
The twine will last several: years if tarred, and 
should weigh from twenty to twenty-five pounds 
per acre, though a fine twine, home-made, spun like 
carpet yarn from flax, and weighing five or six 
pounds per acre, is just as good for one year, and 
costs but little. Many hop growers prefer to use tha 
small twine, thinkiug it cheaper than to save th» 
twine. It takes about ten thousand feet of twiner 

per acre. * 

The profit of a hop yard, trained in the horizontal 
method above mentioned, is very great. J. and Q. 
Greenway, of Syracuse, the past year harvested from 
their yard of fottr acres, grown on this plan, three 
thousand six hundred dollars worth of hops, and 
other instances of as large a yield could be men

tioned. 
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DEATH OF PROF. MAPES. 

PROF. MAPES, who in years past was brought so 

prominently before the readers of the old Genesee 

Farmer, died lately in the city of N e w York, in the 

60th year of his age. The Professor was widely 

known as an able and experienced agricultural 

writer, and was a practical farmer of extensive, expe

rience in N e w Jersey. He was an enthusiast in his art, 

and has left behind him many useful writings.. The 

following reference to his death we find in the col

umns of the N e w York Tribune: 

Prof. Mapes was a born chemist, having manufac

tured illuminating gas as an experiment, when but 

eight years of age—gas being then scarcely known. 

Having qualified himself by years of clerkship, he 

became a merchant when but twenty-one, and was 

many years extensively involved in trade, and in 

,sugar-refining, in which he ultimately failed. Mean

time as well as since, he gave much attention to the 

fine arts, and achieved a measurable success in draw

ing, engraving and painting. Appointed Professor 

of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy in the National 

Academy of design, he gave before it a very able 

course of lectures on the Chemistry of Colors. He 

was a working member of many kindred societies in 

this city, and an honorary member of several of the 

most eminent in Europe. He invented several new 

processes in sugar-making and refining, some of 

which are still in use, as well as other useful pro

cesses and instruments. 

Nearly twenty years ago, when overtaken by 

commercial reverses, he went out into New Jersey, 

three miles from Newark, and bought a small farm, 

which has efrer since been his home, save in winter. 

Here he applied his chemical knowledge to agricul

ture with signal and beneficent success. W e believe 

that farm has since produced more value and yielded 

more profit than any equal number of acres devoted 

to general husbandry in the State. And there is not 

a farmer in America who might not spend a week 

of study and observation on it with decided profit. 

., Prof. Mapes soon established , The Working 

Farmer—the most elaborate and scientific of cheap 

American periodicals devoted to agriculture, and in 

many respects the best. The Farmer, so long as he 

controlled it, labored to inculcate principles and to 

ground its readers solidly in agriculture as a science. 

And few men have delivered more addresses at agri

cultural fairs, or done more lasting good by them. 

W e honor him that he never shrunk from declaring 

the truth that our average agriculture is rude to the 

verge of barbarism, and that treble the labor now 

devoted to each arable acre would produce quad

ruple our present crops. Deep plowing, draining 

and heavy manuring had no abler or more earnest 

champion than James J. Mapes.j 

Prof. Mapes was essentially a genius, and,was not 

without the errors of genius; but now that he is 

dead, we believe it will be generally felt and 

acknowledged that American agriculture owes as 

much to him as to any man who lives or has ever 

lived. 
—-^^B^*<»*-4^R»— 

DESCRIPTION Q*F THE QUEEN BEE. 

T H E Utica Herald has a long report of the Ohio 

Dairymen's Convention, from which we condense 

the following: 

The Second Annual Meeting of the Ohio State 

Cheese Manufacturers' Association, was held at 

Chase's Hall, in the city of Cleveland, on Wednesday 

and Thursday, January 24th and 25th. The num

ber of dairymen and cheese dealers in attendance 

was between one and two hundred, and embraced 

some of the most active and intelligent men of this 

class in the State. There were several delegates 

from other States, and among those from N e w York 

were Hon. George Williams, of Oneida, Mr. Ralph, 

of Utica, Thomas Judson, of Erie, D. B. Allen, Cat

taraugus, Mr. Burnham, of Chatauqua, and one or 

T H E Queen is no longer than either drone or 

worker, but not as large as the drone, her body is 

longer than either of the others, heir abdomen is 

much longer, and tapers to a point, like a sugar loaf ; 

her legs are longer than either drones or workers, 

but have no baskets or cavities for carrying pollen 

or bread; her wings are quite short, covering but 

two-thirds of her length; her color varies according 

to her age ; her back darker than the workers, but 

her belly is more of an orange color; her movements 

are quick and shy, and she seems to desire to con

ceal herself from m a n ; her movements are also 

majestic, stately, and exciting to her observers. She 

is perfectly safe to take in the hand, yet she has a 

sting much longer than the workers. She is hatched 

with the head downwards; her cell hangs verticle in 

the comb, and has from thirty to forty times as 

much material in it as there is in a worker's cell; 

she is fed on entirely different food from any other 

bee ; and this is probably the reason, or one of the 

reasons why the egg is changed to royalty.. She 

seems to do but little else than propagate her spe

cies, and sometimes leads off in swarming. The 

government of bees is a monarchy, without any dis

cord prevalent in the kingdom or family. The 

Queen lives much longer than the workers,, her 

period of life being from three to five years, while 

the workers live only from six to eighteen months. • 

The Queen seems to* hold out well to the last, pro

bably because she is better protected than. the 

others.—Bee Keeper's Manual. 

OHIO STATE DAIRYMEN'S CONVEN
TION AT CLEVELAND. 
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two others. The members present, embraced repre

sentatives .from every cheese producing county in 

the State. 

The Convention assembled at 11 A. M., and was 

called to order by the President, Mr. B. Armstrong, 

of Geauga county, who briefly stated the obj ect of the 

meeting, and after a few introductory remarks, 

invited Hon. George Williams, 'of Oneida county^ 

N e w York, to address the Convention. Among other 

things, he said: 

Three years ago, a portion of the dairymen of 

N e w York, in connection with some of your own 

number, formed an association for mutual improve

ment and protection, and have been commeh'dably 

active since the organization. Among the results 

already springing from it, we fancy we recognize a 

material improvement in the character of American 

cheese, which is giving it prominence in the best 

markets of the world, and returning us better 

rewards. 

Samples of our cheese are reported to have com

peted successfully, the past season, in English mar

kets with first class English cheese, bringing in 

some instances the same prices. In this we. may 

each properly feel a degree of pride. As much, 

however, cannot be said of the bulk of our manufac

ture, and we should not relax our efforts for improve

ment until we acquire undisputed ascendency in all 

markets. W e must study the wants of every class 

of consumers, and seek to give them what they 

want, all they want, and just in the style and qual

ity they want—and I am not unhappy that to the 

dairymen of Ohio is awarded the credit of having 

conformed to many of the demands of English con

sumers with more promptness than the dairymen of 

N e w York. H o w important, intelligent, friendly and 

united action is in attaining our purposes, is becom

ing better understood by dairymen, and I trust we 

may confidently count upon the requisite unanimity 

at an early day. 

A F T E R N O O N SESSION. 

The Convention assembled a little after 2 o'clock, 

when the reading of reports was called for, and Mr. 

L. Bartlett reported the following 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Report of Committee on Finance. 

2. On forming an association auxiliary to the 

American Dairymen's Association. 

3. Advantages of associated dairying as com

pared with the single dairy system. 

4. The advantages and profits of connecting but

ter and cheese manufacture. 

5. The policy of sending an agent to Europe to 

investigate and report upon the style of cheese 

demanded by the trade, and the methods of manu

facture. 

6. The importance, new feature, and require

ments of the home trade. 

7. The policy of establishing a Dairymen's Sales 

Room and Depot, at some point. 

8. Best grasses and stock for dairy purposes. 

9. Best heaters. 

10. Miscellaneous business. 

11. Election of officers. 

The first topic for discussion was then read, and, 

Mr. J. C. Horr, of Loraine county, offered the fol

lowing : 

Resolved, That for the purpose of increasing our 

means of information, we deem it desirable for this 

Association to connect itself with the American 

Dairymen's Association, as an auxiliary to the same. 

After some discussion the resolution was adopted, 

and the second topic of discussion taken up. Mr. 

Williams, of N e w York, offered the following: 

Besolmed, That the advantages of the factory sys

tem are entitled to general adoption. 

Mr. H. Bartlett briefly stated the advantages to be 

derived from the factory system. By it the product 

of a hundred farmers could be placed under the 

control of one person, a uniformity of product was 

secured, and its value enhanced. The persons super

intending the factories had the eyes of patrons con

stantly upon them, and hence greater effort was 

made to make a superior article. The manufacturer 

had conveniences at hand, and was placed in a posi

tion to excel. 

Mr. S. D. King, of Huron, said it could bo proved 

that the waste of carrying milk, &c., to the vats in 

family dairies, was more than would pay for sending 

it to the factory. 

Mr. Clark, of Lorain county, spoke of some of the 

advantages of private dairies and the sales of his 

own dairy, &c. 

Mr. A. Bartlett said the Ohio factories produce 

from five to ten per cent more cheese from a given 

quantity of milk than the private dairies, and that 

the introduction of the factory system had added 

seventy-five per cent to the price of Ohio cheese. 

Colonel Harris, of The Ohio Farmer, remarked 

that he did not rise to say anything against the fac

tory system, but merely to correct the assumption 

of the last speaker, that the factory system had 

advanced the price of cheese seventy-five per cent. 

He thought the advance could be traced to other 

causes. All agricultural products have advanced. 

Wool was in demand, and more was obtained for it. 

In pork the advance had been one hundred and fifty 

per cent, and in wool seventy-five per cent. In all 

the great staples the enhanced value, since 1861, 

could be traced to' other causes—the necessities of 

the times. He was satisfied that the factory system 

was the best for this part of the country, &c. 
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Mr. Thompson, of Geaujra, had kept & record of 

Weight of milk in a private dairy, and had not been 

able to obtain more than a pound of cheese from a 

gallon of milk, (beer measure.) 

'After a few unimportant remarks from other 

Speakers, the reports from factories were called for, 

and the following abstract was read, showing the 

number of cows milked, the gallons of milk obtained, 

pounds of cheese manufactured, average price re

ceived per pound, &c. 

F. Smith.. 
5TS 
•847 

80T 

490 

G-allons. 

818,789 
212,088 
180,135 
109.5T8 
Pounds. 
2,519,228 
1,408,892 
8,011,817 
1,192,740 

2,028,878 

387,685-
225,628 
190,514 
118,270 

255,890 
141,888 
801,848 
122,889 
12,972 

209,255 

Cts. 

15.59 
15.85 
15.52 

15.60 
15 
15.75 
16.68 
14.90 
15.60 

^ EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention assembled at the hour designated, 

and President Armstrong introduced X. A. Willard, 

Esq., of Herkimer county, N e w York, who proceeded 

to deliver the annual address. The address occupied 

about an hour and three-quarters in its delivery, and 

at its close a resolution was unanimously passed 

giving a vote of thanks to the speaker for his able 

and eloquent address. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND DAT. 

The Convention assembled at 10 A. M., President 

Armstrong in the chair, and the following commit

tees were appointed: 

On incorporating report in that of the American 

Dairymen's Association: C. W . Horr, Loraine county. 

To confer with Executive Board of American 

Dairymen's Association in regard to an auxiliary: D. 

L. Hope, Geauga county. 

The topic in regard to the importance of new fea

tures and requirements of the home trade was 

brought up for discussion. 

Mr. Cannon said he had been in the cheese trade 

for the last fifteen years. The demand for small 

cheese was now greater than ever before. Large 

cheese Were difficult to sell. There was no prefer

ence for factory cheese over that from private 

dairies. The improvement in family dairies had 

been as great as that in factories. Fifteen years ago 

there was great difficulty in getting good cheese. 

He thought seventy-five per cent, of, the family 

dairies equal to the factories. H© rathefr. preferred 

family dairies, for the western and southern markets. 

For southern markets, it was desirable to have a flat 

cheese, say five inches thick, and weighing about 

forty pounds. For the southern market they should 

be half skim milk. 

Mr. Pope, of Geauga county, said in St. Louis 

factory cheese was preferred. Dealers there had 

told him if they could get factory cheese they would 

buy no other, 

Mr. Horr had taken pains to investigate this mat

ter of markets. He did not believe the West had 

yet educated a taste for good cheese. They had 

been using a very poor quality of cheese from pri

vate dairies. Let them once get a taste of our factory 

make, so as to discriminate as to the. quality of the 

two styles of cheese, and this poor rubbish of fami

ly dairies would be rejected. At the South, at 

Louisville and Nashville, factory cheese brought the 

most money. 

Mr. Hall said that factory cheese at N e w Orleans, 

brought two cents per pound more than family 

dairy. 

Mr. Jenkins, an extensive cheese dealer and also a 

manufacturer for twenty years, stated that in his 

judgment, by adopting the factory make to tha 

southern trade, it would bring two cents per pound 

more than family dairies. Some extra dairies would 

sell with factory, but they wanted a brand that 

could be relied upon and that would be a guarantee 

of good quality; had dealt with Mr. Chamberlain, 

of St. Louis, since 1848; he was the oldest and 

largest dealer in that city, and it was his opinion 

that factory cheese, if of the right size, would out

sell family dairies. 

Mr. A. Bartlett, of Geauga, here introduced the 

following: 

BesoUed, That in the opinion of this Convention, 

the best cheese for the southern market is cheese 

from fifteen to eighteen inches in diameter, and from 

four to six inches thick; of firm, close texture, soft 

and mild, sweet flavor, and of a rich butter color. 

Adopted. 

The next topic for discussion—The policy of send

ing an agent to Europe, &c, was taken up. Tho 

following preamble and resolution' were introduced: 

Whereas, we must hereafter, as heretofore, seek . 

market abroad for a large amount of American 

cheese. Therefore, 

Besolved, That it becomes the interest of this 

Association to unite with similar organizations in 

sending an agent to England to investigate and 

report upon the style of cheese demanded by the 

trade and the method of manufacture. 

After considerable discussion the resolution was 

then laid on the table. 

Mr. Bartlett read an elaborate article on the 

causes of porousness and bad flavor in cheese, Boon 

after whioh the Convention adjourned sine die. 
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SPIRIT OFTHE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 

Ayrshire and Jersey Cows. 

Mr. Sanford Howard, Secretary of the Michigan State 

Board of Agriculture, and well posted on the merits of 

cattle, writes to the Massachusetts Plowman, as follows: 

A few years since, Mr. Teller, of Ayrshire, Scotland, 

kept a dairy of twenty-five or thirty cows for the pro

duction of butter. They were kept wholly on tie soil

ing system, and were always sheltered, except When in 

the yard for exercise and change of air. Theberd was 

mainly Ayrshires, bred in the neighborhood. Trials 

were, however, made with the Channel Island cows, 

under which name those from Guernsey, Alderney and 

Jersey, are known in Britain. The chief object in their 

introduction was to impart more richness to the milk 

and higher color and flavor to the butter, and these 

objects were attained to a certain extent. , 

While the trials with the full bloods from the Islands 

were going on, crosses were made between them and 

the Ayrshire breed, and the females of this cross were 

reared, and at proper age took their places in the 

dairy. I saw the herd several times, in different sea

sons, after the trials with the full-bloods and crosses 

had been carried on some years. The proprietor told 

m e he should not continue the trials, but should dis

card the Channel Island cows and their progeny^ for 

the reason that they had not so much constitution as 

the Ayrshires, would not last as long, and required 

more food iu proportion to their returns in milk and 

butter. 
The conclusion of Professor Low and others, that the 

modern Ayrshire breed owes its peculiai characteristics 

in part to an admixture with the " dairybreed of Alder

ney," may be correct; but experiments seem to have 

shown that a further infusion of Jersey and similar 

blood, does not render the Ayrshire more valuable 

under the circumstances in Scotland. It does not 

necessarily follow that the same result would ensue in 

all cases, especially where less hardiness of constitu

tion is required. 

Hashes for Horses. 

The following recipe was given by a celebrated steeple 

chaser: Take a feed of oats, a double handful of linseed 

for each horse, and boil for three hours ; then turn into 

a large tub or earthenware pan, and add as touch brap, 

with just enough warm water to moisteii the whole 

through; put a cloth over it, and let it stand an hour; 

then mix it well and feed as soon as it is cool enough. 

This mash is very useful when horses in hard condition 

" dry up" and grow thin in spite of continual feeds of 

corn. I give it once a week all the year round, but 

oftener if required by any particular horse. A few 

beans may be boiled with the corn if the horse ft in a 

verylpw condition.—Ex. 

Ostriches. 

The Scottish Farmer states that there has b«en receiv

ed at the Garden of Acclimatization of Parie, a hen 

ostrich bred at Grenoble, and four chickens hatched at 

Algiers. The ostriches in domestic life are quite farm 
yard birds.; they lay, sit, and bring up their young like 

ordinary fowls. 

L.oss of Cattle In England. 

The English papers say the losses to the 'fanners of 

England and Scotland already foot up $5,000,000. It 

the devastations of this great curse continue at the 

same rate of increase for pne year, it is, estimated that 

the loss of the agricultural interest will amount to 

$100,000,000. It is a serious business, fast bringing ruin 

on many a prosperous farmer. The number of cattle 

carried off by the plague within the last twenty years 

amounted to no less than 100,000 in one province of 

Russia, (Tobolsk,) said to be the original' seat of this-

terrible scourge. There is a difference of opinion 

as to the origin of the present disease in Great Britain, 

the greater probability seeming to be that it was locally 

developed by atmospheric and other causes., 

Roots and Stock Raising. 

The tanada Farmer says it-is impossible to keep stock 

advantageously without roots. This fact, and the fact 

also, that roots play such an important part in a judi

cious rotation, ought to induce more attention to(them3j 
Turnip culture has been pronounced the sheet'janelta 

of British agriculture., It,has wrought little sipr^bf aj 

revolution m farming matters ,in the old country, and 

it will do the same here,'if it can be made general* 

jTurnips do not require to' be sown until the hurry of£ 

'spring work is over, and thus a season of comparative 

(leisure may be appropriated to this important crop,' 

They are a pretty sure crop, and on good land, highiy 

productive and remunerative. In this country tjiey 

cannot, as in Britain, be fed on the ground, but require 

storage. They, however, stand a considerable degree" 

ofcold, andkeep well citherinpits or moderately weir 

protected cellars. 

T h e Fourth Stomach. 

The fourth stomach in the calf, is the largest of the 

four, says The Massachusetts Plowman. The rumen or1 

paunch, or the first stomach, does not assume its nor

mal size until after the calf has ceased to suck or live 

on liquids. The fourth stomach is often called the ren

net, as it is this that is taken to produce the curdling 

of milk in the manufacture of cheese. Food Which is, 

finely divided, and does not need further mastication, 

falls naturally into the third and fqurth stomach, even, 
in older animals, while the larger part of liquids falls 

into these stomachs, also, though a small portion falls 

into the first and second compartments. Solid food 

falls partly into the first and partly into the second, ' >' 

Product of a Jersey Coir. 

I have a Jersey cow, which I imported when a Ĉ lf 

of four months old, seven years since, says a correal 

pondent of The Country Gentleman—and although I am 

unable to give the weight of milk for any single month,' 

yet I can give the exact result of milk and butter.for. 

one year, from March 1, 1864, to March J, 1865. The 

cow came in On the 3d of March, and raised the calf. 

until five weeks , old. , Churned during the year 851 

pounds nutter, and used for family purposes,525 quarts 

of milk. There was no effort madefor an extra result. 

During tie- pasture Beason she had grass only, and, 

when in,stall plenty of hay and wheat bran, and good 

care. 
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Farmers' Accounts. 

F R O M what we have learned, says the Oermantown 

Telegraph, we do not think farmers are, as a rule, care

ful and exact enough in keeping their accounts. They 

should have their books as much as a mechanic or 

storekeeper, in which to enter their receipts and expen

ditures-of every kind and the dates when they are 

made. The product of every field should be known, 

whatever crops may be occupied by it, and the field 

noted, so that a comparison may be made with the 

product of the same kind from other fields of equal 

extent, in order to get at the most profitable portions 

of the farm for particular crops. Indeed every item 

should be carefully entered, as well ae an exact estimate 

as possible of everything consumed in the family. By 

this means each one can ascertain the true result of 

his year's operations—a circumstance which we should 

suppose every farmer would be especially desirous of 

knowing—but which, we are sorry to say, too many of' 

them are indifferent about. An exact knowledge of 

the year's operations, and the success which attends 

them, have a stimulating effect in urging us to do bet

ter where we have not done well enough, and to main

tain the gauge where well enough has been achieved. 

Is it not so ? 

Soil for the Grape. 

It is a curious fact, remarks an exchange, that very 

rich and highly manured land has rarely produced a 
grape that would yield a high quality of wine. The 

grape that contains the most saccharine matter will 

make the best wine, and the different varieties differ 

widely in the proportion of sugar. In Italy and in 

Sicily the very finest and sweetest grapes grow on the 

rocky rubbish of volcanoes, and those that grow on 

loose rocky soils, or along hillsides covered with rocks 

are often the best. These facts ought to teach us not 

to select the richest soils, and not to stuff them with 

organic manures, for the grape. The New York Observer 

adds : Grape vines seldom need any manure, except 

ashes or lime, if the soil is thoroughly cultivated, and 

all weeds and grass near the vines are kept subdued. 

One of the most fruitful causes of mildew is the appli

cation of too much stimulating manure to the growing 

vines. 

J»ry Earth as a Deodorizer for Poultry Houses. 

The London Field makes the following remarks that 

the employment of dry pulverised earth as the means 

of deodorizing poultry houses, appears to be worthy of 

more attention than it has hitherto received. The fact 

that from 400 to 500 fowls can by its aid be kept in one 

building for months together, with less smell than is to 

be found in any ordinary fowl-house, capable of accom

modating a dozen chickens, is very conclusive as to its 

efficacy. In the building of the National Poultry Com

pany, where this fact has' been ascertained, Seven or 

eight fowls are kept in each compartment, twelve fcut 

by three feet, and yet there is no smell or trace of 
moisture. 

Mr. Greyelin informs us that if a much larger num

ber are put into each run, the ground becomes moist, 

ceases to deodorize, and the birds at once become 

unhealthy. It should be stated that the droppings that 

fall from the perches at night are removed from tho 

runs next morning, and that the dry earth only receives 

the manure that falls during the day; this has its moist

ure absorbed so speedily by the earth that it at once 

becomes pulverized, mixes with the soil, and cease* to 

smell. So powerful is the deodorizing effect of the 

earth that it does not require to be renewed in the runs 

for many weeks together. 

It appears a questiqnhow far this system may or may 

not be extended. Is it applicable to private poultry 

houses? Can it be usefully employed at poultry 

shows ? Would it answer in places' where it is requis

ite to keep birds in close confinement? Can it be 

advantageously used in our zoological gardens ? The 

employment of earth closets as a means of utilizing 

and deodorizing that which would otherwise become 

offensive sewage is well known, and we have no doubt 

that many of our ."feathered friends "might be greatly 

benefited by an extension of the system that has been 

so successfully inaugurated at Bromely 

Fattening Cattle. 

John Johnston wrote The Country Gentleman that he 

feeds his cattle on all the hay they will eat, with four 

quarts each of corn meal, and oil-meal daily, increasing 

each to six quarts on the third month; in three months 

I make them prime, if not extra beef; I litter my yards 

well, and stable them no longer than it takes to eat 

their meals, as they do better out than when tied up, 

and keep clean. Cattle bought that had been mealed, 

I give more. If stabled, give plenty of air in front: 

this is important. It is important to have the right 

kind; Shorthorn aud Hereford grades are best. These 

may be fed at any age. If common cattle, get them 

deep at the flanks, and wide across the loins, with good 

points generally; such may be fattened at rising four 

years. There are so few Herefords they are not worth 

writing about. I am feeding 300 Michigan wethers. 

Sheep In Orchards. ' 

A correspondent of The Maine Farmer says: I have 

an old orchard in a piece of mowing land which was 

entirely run out. I have for several years turned my 

sheep into this orchard soon after haying; and it now 

cuts double the hay that it did at the commencement, 

and my orchard has improved very much. So you see 

I get more than a double profit from this, piece of land. 

Apples for Domestic Animals. 

Sweet apples are of great value in feeding almost 

any kind of farm animals. Hogs fatten rapidly on them, 

as well as on those that are acid. Cows, fed moderate

ly at the start, on well cracked or cut apples, to pre

vent choking, will increase in milk and improve in 

condition. Apples form an excellent succulent food 

for horses in winter. , Varieties should be specially 

sought for feeding animals, combining hardiness, tlirifti-

ness, and great bearing qualities. Among the best now 

known are Corlies' Sweet, Pumpkin Sweet, and Haskell 

Sweet for autumn—and Green Sweet for long keeping. 

At the West, the Hightop or Summer Swaar is th» best 

early sort, and the Sweet Pearmain and S.weet Koman-

ite for autumn and winter. So says The Country Gent. 
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oriicultuwi 
FRUIT GROWERS' ASSOCIATION OF 

WESTERN NEW YORK. 

THIS association held its annual meeting in this Qity. 

on the 24th and 25th of January. There was a very 

large attendance including several gentlemen distin

guished for pomological enterprise, among who we 

noticed Hon. Marshall P. Wilder, of, Massachusetts. 

The meetings were held in Corinthian Hall as the 

accommodations of the Supreme Court Eoom, at the 

Court House where the meetings have formerly been 

held was not large enough. 

On calling the meeting to order, Mr. Barry made a 

short address, in the course of which he referred to 

the presence of several distinguished gentlemen, 

among whom was the Hon. Marshall P. Wilder, of 

Massachusetts, President of the American Pomologi

cal Society, and the father of American Pomology. Mr. 

Barry referred appropriately to the death, since the 

last meeting, of Joseph Frost, an .honored member of 

the Association. 

A committee was appointed to report the order of 

business for the session. 

The following gentlemen were chosen officers for 

the ensuing year: 

P R E S I D E N T — H . E. Hooker, Rochester. 

V I C E PRESIDENTS—P. Barry, Rochester; T. G. Yeo-

mans, Walworth, Wayne county; D. W . Beadle, St. 

Catherines, C. W . 

S E C R E T A R Y A N D TREASURER—James Vick, Rochester. 

E X E C U T I V E COMMITTEE—William Smith, Geneva; E. 

A. Frost, Rochester; J. W . Helmer, Lockport; H. T. 

Brooks, Wyoming; C. W . Seeley, Rochester. 

STANDING C O M M I T T E E O N NA T I V E FRUITS—J. J. 

Thomas, Union Springs: H. N. Langworthy, Greece; 

W . B. Smith, Syracuse; E. Moody, Lockport; H. H. 

Olmstead, Pavilion, Genesee county. 

STANDING C O M M I T T E E O N F O R E I G N FRUITS—P. Barry, 

Rochester; C. Downing, Newburg; J. Craine, Look-

port ; John Fisher, Batavia. 

In response to a question respecting the value of the 

barberry, Marshal P. Wilder said that it was not culti

vated in his section; farmers objected to it as a nox

ious plant. The fruit was excellent for preserves. 

The plant takes root easily and thrives with little or 

no care. 
APTERNOON SESSION. 

The n e w President, Mr. H. E. Hooker, was intro

duced. Mr. Hooker thanked the Association for the 

honor done him. His first knowledge of it was com

municated in the street. It had been his hope that 

Mr. Barry would be retained in the position. That 

gentleman was eminently qualified to fill it, .both by 

experience and ability. Nevertheless, he (Mr. Hooker) 

would accept the place to which he had been so unex

pectedly elevated, and would endeavor to do his duty 

in it. In conclusion he came down to business, and 

called for reports from committees, or the presentation 

of other matter for discussion. 

The committee to prepare the order of business 

reported the following subjects for discussion: 

1. Bo the past results or profits ill pear growing warrant the 
planting of large orchards ? 

2. What varieties of Winter Pears are hardy and best adapted 
to cultivation ?—First, for amateurs; secondly for market. 

8. What are the best six varieties of Pears for orchard planting 
in Western New York? 

4. What are the best modes of planting fruit trees in different 
soils? , 

5. What is the best treatment for Apple orchards after plant
ing, including cultivation and pruning ? 

6. What are the best sis varieties of Apples for orchard plant
ing in Western New York? 

7. Can the Currant Worm be destroyed so that 'good crops ofj 
Currants can be grown ? 

8. Can healthy, and .thrifty old Grape Vines, well established 
in good soil, be grafted successfully and profitably, or should new 
vines be planted? 

9. Is it desirable or safe to embark largely in Grape growing? 
10. What is the best Grape for general cultivation in Western 

New York ? 
11. Which are the best varieties of 'Grapes for long keeping, 

and the best mode of preservation ? 
12. What early Grapes are long keepers? 
13. What are the best methods of keeping, packing and ship

ping ot fruits'? 
First—Apples. Second—Pears. Third—Peaches. Fourth-

Grapes. Fifth—Small Fruits. 

The President requested the Hon. Marshall P. Wilder1 

to take a seat on the platform. O n complying, Mr. 

Wilder addressed the Association briefly. H e said that 

after a long illness it gave him great pleasure to meet 

BO many gentlemen with w h o m he had been so long 

associated in forwarding the interests of pomological 

science. This organization, standing first among those 

of its kind, was one that he had watched with m u c h 

interest. If ex-President Barry had been in the ohair, 

he (Mr. Wilder) would have called him to account for 

having designated him as the father of American 

Pomology. If the remark was correct, Mr. Barry 

might with equal propriety be called one of its child

ren who had grown wiser than his father. The m e m 

bers of this .Society are located in a section famous 

above all others for its fine fruits. They have intelli

gence and enterprise to enable them to go forward with 

the good work in which they are engaged. H e bade 

The Fruit Growers' Association of Western N e w York 

God speed. Mr. Wilder concluded by stating that the 

next meeting of The American Pomologioal Society 

would be held in St. Louis on tho 4th of September 

next, and he hoped to see a large delegation from this 

vicinity. It will be the first meeting of tho Soeioty in 

that region, and he hoped to show the people there that 

Northern fruit growers were ready to travel half-way 

across the continent to promote the good cause and 

cement the bonds of union. [Applause.] 

Mr. Barry stated that the societies of the West were 

exerting themselves to havo large delegations at the 

next meeting of The American Pomological Society, 

at St. Louis. They meant to astonish their eastern 

brethren. 

The discussion of tho first question waa then com

menced by Mr. Yeomans, of Walworth, w h o said all of 

hi6 trees were dwarfs, and he had no experience in the 

culture of standards. H e saw nothing to discourage the 

raising of this fruit. In many localities he understood 
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that heavy losses had been sustained from the pear tree 

blight—with him he had seen nothing of it. He 

thought that there was as much loss with other kinds 

of fruit. He had not lost in the culture of pears one 

per cent, of them from all causes. His dwarfs were at 

first of the White Doyenne or Virgalieu, but they 

cracked so badly, he budded his trees with the Duchess 

d' Angouleme. His fruit was all that could be expected 

from healthy trees, and he thought it was a good in

vestment. With other kinds he had not been so suc

cessful. He never budded the Bartlett directly on the 

quince. Those thaft he double-worked were vigorous 

and hardy;, and he would not recommend budding the 

Bartlett directly on the quince without being double-

worked. 

Mr. Oliver Chapin said he planted about 2,000 trees, 

standards, about twelve years since. They were in 

four years afterwards budded with the Bartlett. He 

had not jeeeived a shilling for that ten acres, nor was 

there a tree upon it he considered worth anything. His 

trees had not received such care as Mr. Yeomans. His 

soil is what is, termed gravelly loam—good wheat land. 

,-, Mr. Burtis, of Rochester, said the Duchess d' Angou

leme had done well with him, The trees wanted care

ful attendance. When the blight first appears, put the 

knife to the limb. He could not discourage the raising 

of pears. 

Mr. Barry asked Mr. Chapin if there were not pear 

orchards in his neighborhood that were good? 

Mr. Chapin did know one or two, and one of those 

was on stiffer s%il than his—on a Bide hill, and not 

much exposed to the wind. 

Mr. L. F. Allen, of Buffalo, was invited to occupy 

the chair during the absence of the President. 

Mr. W . P. Townsend, of Lockport, said he had com

menced with a large number of varieties; but had 

gradually reduced the number to about ten or twelve. 

For the first ten years they paid well; but for the last 

five years they had been badly injured by blight. The 

White Doyenne and Louise Bonne de Jerseys were 

badly injured, while the Duchess d' Angouleme had 

mostly escaped. He thought there were very few local

ities in which pear culture could be made profitable. 

He recommended the Duchess d Angouleme, on the 

Quince, Bartlett and Seckel. His soil was a sandy 

loam, running down to clay—"hardpan." His opinion 

was that only iu a few favored localities could the pear 

be raised with profit, on a large scale. 

Mr. Barry said that if it were not for the blight the 

question as to profit would not be.asked. As long as 

summer pears brought $8.00 to $10.00 a barrel, and 

later pears $1200 to $20.00, nothing could be more 

profitable. Everything that was raised had its ene

mies. There are losses in every department of indus

try. The pear had the advantage of bearing every 

year, while apples bore only every other year, or less 

frequently. Pear cultivators, whose orchards had been 

unsuccessful, were those who became' discouraged at 

an early day. Even under present management, pear 

culture was the most lucrative business which could 
be followed. Many persons, when the' blight attacked 

their trees, abandoned them altogether, and did not 

attempt to remove the blighted portions of the tree. 

A fruit grower should watch his trees, and on the first 

symptom of blight lop off the affected parts, and if 

necessary, uproot the tree altogether, supplying its 

place with another. • Those who neglected their 

orchards had no right to call themselves fruit growers. 

Pears need not command more than one-fourth their 

present price in order to be a profitable crop. He had 

this season sold winter pears for $30.00 per barrel, and 

got his pay for them. 

Mr. Chapin asked whether the pear blight was less 

frequent under high culture. 

Mr. Barry said he thought moderate culture was 

best, not attempting to stimulate growth by heavy 

manuring. 

Mr. Townsend of Lockport, said that an excessive 

growth of the tree, was always followed within two or 

three years by blight. 

Mr. Brooks, of Wyoming, said he thought it was 

largely a question of climate and soil. He would not 

advise any one to go into the businesss very extensively 

without first testing it on a small Bcale, to see whether 

the soil was fitted for it. 

Mr. J. Fisher, of Batavia, thought if any one went 

into the business extensively, with the purpose of mak

ing profit out of them, he would be very egregiously 

mistaken. He had planted three hundred trees, and 

given them the best culture, but he had entirely failed. 

His experience was most discouraging; nevertheless 

he advised every man to plant some pears for his own 

use, but not to expect any profit from them. 

Mr. Burtis thought very much depended on the man

ner of planting the trees. They should be planted with 

a bed of clay fully six inches deep under each one. If 

the trees were planted on light or sandy soil, they 

would almost certainly be destroyed. 

Dr. Sylvester spoke in favor of the Seckel. He had 

planted forty trees, and they had done well, last year 

eleven barrels. These were standard trees. He had 

also about two hundred trees on quince stock, all doing 

well. 

Levi A. Ward, of Rochester, said he was not a large 

cultivator of pears. He cultivated about one hundred 

pear trees, and had done so for about twenty years. Ha 

had not compared one year with another in regard to 

the blight, but on the average the loss was about five 

per cent. He had been amply repaid for his culture 

of the pear. He thought of the Duchess pear there 

would be an overplus in a few years, if pear culture 

succeeded as he trusted it would. The wintor pears 

were too much neglected. He raised always large 

crops of the Louise Bonne de Jersey—from one to one 

and a half bushels to the tree. 

Mr. W . Brown Smith, of Syracuse, thought great 

mistakes were made in the selection of soil for pear 

orchards. He knew pears to do well on clay soil. He 

did not believe in manuring too high. Wheat land was 

good enough for pears. 

Mr. Wilder said everything depended on the select 

tion of the right kind of soil and location. In the 
vicinity of Bostoh no difficulty, was found in cultivate 
ing the pear, notwithstanding the poorness of the soil -
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compared with yours. The best success he had observ

ed in pear raising was in clay soil. 

Mr. Olmsted, of Le Roy, said their trees blighted at 

the rate of twenty-five per cent. His soil was a sandy 

and gravelly loam—dry lanil. He considered pear rais

ing a precarious business. 

Mr. Allen inquired whether any one could'point out 

a pear orchard thirty years old, in good bearing condi

tion. 

Mr. Wilder said that the first trees planted were Im

ported from Europe, and injured by transportation; 

but he would say that nine-tenths of the trees he got 

from the nursery were now living and in good condi

tion. 
Mr. Ward said his beBt crops were borne on trees 

from twelve to fifteen years old. 

Mr. Codding, of this city, referred to some pear trees 

planted out sixty or seventy years ago, in Ontario 

county, where he formerly lived. He knew them as old 

trees when he was a mere boy. They are yet in good 

condition, and have borne crops worth ten times as 

much as from the same number of apple trees. 

Mr. Brooks asked Mr. Barry how often he would 

renew a pear tree, if they died, 

Mr. Barry said that if a tree had died he would first 

remove the soil and replace it with new. He did not 

believe the old soil was good for the trees; 

Mr. Wilder confirmed this opinion. 

The second question was then taken up—"What 

Tarieties of Winter Pears are hardy and best adapted 

to cultivation ?" 

Mr. Ward said that what was true in one locality 

might not be true in another. He would choose—1. 

Winter Nellis; 2. Josephine d' Maline; 3. Lawrence; 

4. Ester Beurre; 5. Doyenne d' Alencon. He did not 

consider the Vicar of Winkfleld a good table pear. It 

was good for cooking, but for eating was indifferent. 

John J. Thomas, of Union Springs, would add the 

name of Jones' Seedling. He worked the Winter Nel

lie at standard hight. He did not know another pear, 

taking everything into consideration, its equal. 

Mr. Townsend, of Lockport, also added his testimony 

in favor of Jones' Seedling. 

Mr. Sylvester, of Lyons, said Dana's Hovey was an 

excellent winter pear. He had eaten one the last week 

in December, 1865, that was very fine. 

Mr. Marshall P. Wilder urged the necessity of thinning 

out the Winter Nellis early in the season. The remain

ing specimens would be much better in consequence. 

The same remark would apply to other pears. The 

Doyenne d' Alencon, was a very excellent winter pear, 

hardy, an abundant bearer, and a good ripener. The 

Beurre d'Anjou was also a valuable pear. He made it 

a winter pear, and if he could have only one variety, 

that would be the one. Twenty-five years ago he had 

been laughed at for saying he preferred the Vicar of 

Winkfleld if he could have but one variety. Now he 

would amend that by substituting Beurre d' Anjou. 

The secret of keeping winter pears is to keep them 

below the temperature which will ferment the juices 

and bring them to maturity. His winter pears are left 

on the trees as long as possible. But, after all, Mr. 

Wilder doubted the expediency of raising winter pears 

extensively. 

Mr. Yeomans said he was keeping several varieties Of 

winter pears in a room, in open boxes. 

Mr. Barry mentioned the Beurre' Gris d' Hiver as a 

fine pear. 
THE ADDRESS. 

The evening-sitting of the Society was devoted to an 

address delivered by L. F. Allen, Of Buffalo. The 

attendance was large, including many of our most res

pectable citizens, who listened with much apparent 

interest; after which, on motion of Joseph Harris, a 

vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Allen, with a 

request for a copy of the address for publication. 

MB. BARRY'S ENTERTAINMENT. 

The members of the Association and other invited 

guests to the number of about two hundred or more, 

on leaving the hall took the street cars for the hospit

able residence of Patrick Barry, Esq., and quite a num

ber went in private conveyances. The guests were 

most cordially received, and the entertainment was an 

elegant one, and worthy the reputation of the host. Mr.. 

Barry omitted nothing that could contribute in any 

manner to their pleasure. About three hours were 

spent in social converse, after which the party returned 

to the city in the Street cars, having taken leave of 

their host with feelings of gratitude for the pleasure ho 

had afforded them, 

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 

At the session this morning, Mr. Hooker, the Presi

dent, was in the chair, 

Mr. Lewis F. Allen, of Erie county, spoke of the 

general lack of information among the fruit growers 

of the country as to what others are doing. There was 

a great annual production of apples, but who could 

tell the amount? Mr. Chapin, of Bloomfield, had 

three hundred acres under full bearing—others had 

large orchards. There were millions-of Iona and other 

grape vines planted out each year; and he feared that 

when they were all in bearing the market might be 

overstocked. This assembly of fruit growers repre

sented vineyards enough to supply all Europe with 

grapes when they were in full bearing. He moved that 

each delegate procure all the information he could 

from his own county, and report at the meeting next 

June. 
Mr. Yeomans suggested that these facts were taken 

by the census enumerators, and when that was published 

it would give the information wanted. 

Mr, Allen said he bad no confidence in the enumera

tors. They were a mere set of politicians. He had 

rather have a guess from Mr. Yeomans than all the 

statistics the census would furnish, 

Mr. Frost moved to amend by appointing a commit

tee of one from each town. 
Mr. Barry said that when the society was formed 

this plan was adopted, and a great amount of valuable 

information was accumulated, but It was not complete 

and was never published. 

The chairman said he thought that the information, 

furnished by the census would be as reliable as any 

Which could be had by the plan proposed by Mr. Allen. 
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This plan would involve a great amount of labor, 

which he did not desire to assume for himself. 

Mr. Thomas said that much time was being spent in 

this discussion, and on his suggestion the subject was 

referred to a committee, to report at a future meeting. 

The President announced as the committee, Mr. 

Allen, E. W . Sylvester, and H. T. Brooks. 

By request of the Society, Mr. Nice read an inter

esting paper on the preservation of fruit. The great 

essentials to this were coldness, dryness, evenness of 

temperature, purity of air, and the absence of free 

oxygen, which was the great destroyer of fruit. Large 

buildings were being erected in Ohio, devoted entirely 

to the preservation of fruit. The profits on one sea

son's fruit paid the entire expense of the buildings. 

Dryness of atmosphere was secured by using the refuse 

of salt works, of which the works at Saginaw, Michi

gan, supplied what was wanted at little expense. 

Mr. Allen said that dryness was not essential in pre

serving some kinds of fruit. A gentleman in Le Roy 

had kept grapes in a very moist situation. At his 

suggestion, Mr. Hazelton, of Le Roy, gave the mode 

there adopted. The grapes were buried in a pit about 

four feet deep, and kept constantly moist, the lower 

tiers often submerged in water. They were preserved 

in perfect order till late in the winter, and brought tke 

highest price in the Buffalo market. 

Mr. Thomas asked how much would be the average 

cost of the houses, and the cost of preserving fruit one 

season. Also, how long perishable fruit will keep. 

Mr. Nice said that the cost of keeping grapes through 

the season would not exceed five cents per bushel. 

The houses would cost from eighty cents to one dollar 

per bushel. Apples could be kept indefinitely. He 

had in Jnly, 1863, apples of the crop of 1860. The 

main aim in keeping apples was to have them in the 

ten hungry weeks from May to. July, when new fruit 

came into market. 

Mr. Brooks said he wanted to ask the meanest kind 

of a question—whether this material from salt works 

would be beneficial to put into floors of our cellars. 

He did not care about these large establishments, but 

wanted something that every householder could apply 

for himself. 

Mr. Nice said this refuse matter would be beneficial 

if the cellars were made air-tight. 

Mr. Allen said that fruit should never be kept in cel

lars under houses. The decomposition of the fruit 

was very unhealthy. 

Mr. Brooks said that keeping fruit perfectly dry or 

very moist would preserve it. It was the medium 

condition that was most unfavorable. 

Question number seven was then taken up—"Can 

the Currant Worm be destroyed BO that good crops of 

currants can be grown ?" 

Mr. Smith, of Syracuse, said he had succeeded in 

preserving his currant bushes by applying powdered 

hellebore. He only used two applications, applying 

four or five pounds to a half acre, costing four to eight 

shillings per pound. It needed to bo applied after a 

heavy shower. It did not injure the fruit. The leaves 
were rough and retained the flonr after any ordinary 

shower, while the fruit was smooth, and it would run 

off. 

Mr. Thomas endorsed Mr. Smith's position. A very 

fine dredging box was best, and a light application was 

sufficient. He regarded this as the easiest and most 

successful operation connected with fruit-growing. 

Mr. Bartholomew, of Chatauqua county, said that 

refuse soft-soap, with saltpetre, had been successful in 

killing the worms. 

The eighth question was then taken u p — " Can healthy 

and thrifty old Grape Vines, well established in good 

soil, be grafted successfully and profitably, or should 

new vines be planted?" 

Mr. Hazelton narrated the experience of Mr. Isaiah 

Warren, of York, Livingston county. He had grafted 

a large vineyard of Catawba at the Burface of the 

ground, the same as an apple tree. They were grafted 

in March, as the sap began to start, and the wounds 

covered with wax the same as apple trees. He had 

been uniformly successful.-

A gentleman from Pennsylvania said that there was 

no difficulty in grafting grape vines. The great secret 

was in grafting very early. It made no difference 

whether the bark of the graft and the old stock met 

It would grow equally well if it did not. 

Mr. Crane, of Niagara county, said he had uniformly 

failed in grafting grapes. He thought it was cheaper 

and better to root up the old vines and plant new ones.' 

The President said new vines would not grow well 

on the land lately occupied by old vines. 

Mr. Wilder asked whether fall grafting had been 

tried. 

Mr. Crane said he had failed equally by this plan 

with the others. 

Mr. Charles Downing had grafted in the fall, below 

the surface of the ground, in November, covering with 

a flower-pot to keep the earth from falling on the 

graft. 

Mr. , from New Jersey, had grafted in the fall 

Delaware and Aaron's Hybrid; of the latter one-eighth 

failed, and of the Delawares seven-eights failed. 

Mr. Thomas, of Saratoga, had good success in graft

ing in the fall. In one case the graft made a growth of 

fourteen feet the first year. 

Mr. Barry said he had grafted a little every year; but 

had met with very indifferent success—nothing to boast 
of. 

Mr. Wilder said that grafting grapes was a very diffi

cult operation. Some failed with the best of care, 

while others succeeded without any trouble. He' 

would rather agree to make nine hundred and ninety-

nine poor grafts out of a thousand, than to make one 

good graft out of ten. 

Mr. Downing said he cut off a grape vine two inches 

in thickness, and inserted a graft in the center. It grew 

twenty feet the first year. (Applause.) Some years, 

however, he had no success ingrafting, while in others 

scarcely any would succeed. 

Mr. Moody said that new yineyards would succeed 

if planted on the same ground occupied by grape vines. 

He thought it was far cheaper to pull up the old vines 
and plant new ones. 
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Mr. La Rue, of Hammondsport, confirmed this opin

ion. He thought planters ought to wait a year for the 

old roots to die out before planting new ones. 

The President read a communication from the Fruit 

Growers' Association of Upper Canada, announcing as 

delegates from Canada, Messrs: W . F. Clarke, Charles 

Arnold, William T. Goldsmith and D. W . Beadle. 

Mr. Dewey, from committee on the death of Joseph 

Frost, presented a statement of the facts relating to his 

death, with appropriate resolutions. 

The report was adopted, and ordered entered in the 

records of the Association, and a copy sent to the fam

ily of the deceased. 

The ninth and tenth questions were taken up, and a 

lengthy discussion ensued on grape culture. Previous 

to adjournment a vote was taken to select the best six 

varieties of grapes for cultivation in Western New 

York. 

PLANTINC AN ORCHARD. 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FAEMEE, BY "P. 0. E." 

LAYING OUT THE ORCHARD.—In planting the trees in 

an orchard, the first thing of importance is to decide 

what shall be their distance apart, and the next is to 

get the rows straight. Apple trees are planted all dis

tances between twenty and forty feet. I think about 

twenty-four feet apart a good distance. That distance 

would require about seventy-six trees +0 the acre. 

. It is quite an object to have straight rows: first, 

because it looks so much better; and secondly, because 

you can plow among them to BO much better advan

tage. It is no easy matter, as I have found by experi

ence, to get all the trees in line both ways. To aid the 

eye in sighting, take a board, say six feet long, three 

inches wide. Sharpen one end, and about four inches 

from the other, bore a half-inch hole through the mid

dle of the board, and saw from the end, through the 

center of the hole, and two or three inches below it. 

Stand up this board perpendicular, first look through 

the hole to determine the position of your stakes, then 

by looking through the slit made by the saw, you can 

sight very accurately. 

It is well to lay out the outside row all around first, 

and stick a stake where every tree is to be planted. In 

measuring, your chain, tape, or line, must be kept level, 

as in surveying. A line six to eight rods long, and at 

least a quarter of an inch in diameter, is very conve

nient. Proceed to mark out your plot both ways. It 

would be well for one man to sight with the board, pre

pared as above, from a tree on one side, to its opposite 

on the other, while another man stretches the line, and, 

sticks a stake at the end of each line. He could walk 

back on the line thus making a mark, or make a mark 

with a stick. It is best to have plenty of help, and 

make haste slowly, when setting an orchard. 

DISCING T H E HOLES.—Having marked out the 

orchard both ways, the next operation is digging the 

holes for the trees. This should be well done. The 

holes should be dug large, the soil be all taken out, 

and the subsoil loosened up with the spade. | 

PREPARING T H E T R E E S F O R PLANTING.—Supposing 

that the trees were properly taken up, take a sharp 

knife and cut off the ends of all bruised or broken 

roots, otherwise they will rot off. Cut back the top in 

proportion to the reduction of the roots, leaving the 

head in good shape, and then you are ready to set them. 

PLANTING T H E TREES.—It is best to plant trees of the 

same variety as near together as possible: for instance, 

if you are to plant one hundred Baldwins, it would be 

better to have them the first ten trees, in ten different 

rows, than to have five rows of them, with twenty to a 

row, or two and a half rows, with forty to a row. 

To get yonr trees straight in the rows, draw your 

line one way, and sight across it the other way. Fill 

up your hole with the soil which you removed from it, 

until the roots of your tree will be just below the level 

of the ground, and if the dirt is a. little higher in the 

center than about the circumference of the hole, all the 

better. Spread out the roots with the hands, carefully 

shake in the dirt from a shovel, pulverizing the lumps, 

and removing stones. The one who holds the {Tee 

should gently work it back and fortb, to work the dirt 

into the cavities under the roots. Fill up the hole, 

tread down,the dirt lightly around the tree, and the 

work is done. 

You will never regret in future years, having taken 

too much pains in preparing your ground, in selecting 

your trees, in laying out, and planting your orchard. 

nn iim vm 

OUR KANSAS LETTER. 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEIOAN FARMEE, BY A. M. BABNEB. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—The first number of THE AMERICAN 

F A R M E R has been received. I congratulate the farmers 

of New York upon such an acquisition to their library 

tables. In densely populated regions there are always 

a class of young men, " bound to rise in the world." 

Their limited capital will prevent them from purchas

ing lands in the East, and I find that many of your 

brother journals are advising young men to seek homes 

in New Jersey and other places where lands are cheap. 

There are no markets they say in the West. Idonotknow 

how it is in other places, but they should except this 

region, They forget that the great number of miners 

in the gold region must be fed. They forget that the 

Union branch of the great Pacific Railroad is almost 

graded here, and that iron is in the State to complete 

the track to Manhattan, and that the cars will be run

ning here early in the summer, and must be continued 

further every year until this great national thoroughfare 

is completed to the Pacific coast. 

As good land as the world can produce can be 

obtained along the line of this road, not far from $4.00 

to $10.00 per acre, but for remaining on the lanu five 

years government will give a fee simple title to the 

160 acres, by paying $10.00, of fees to the Land 

Office Receiver. 

It is not now my intention to speak of this region in 

an agricultural view, but to say to young men intend

ing to commence the cultivation of the grape, to visit 

this section and examine its natural resources before 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



94 THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

paying for land elsewhere. W e have millions of acres 

of bluff land which will prove the home of the vine. 

These bluffs are very rich, yet stony, and contain all 

the ingredients necessary as nutriment for the vine. If 

you will take the trouble to refer to the Report of the 

Department of Agriculture, for 1863, page 494-86, you 

will find that out of nine'ty-Beven localities given in 

the loyal States, that the mean temperature requisite 

for ripening the grape to perfection at Manhattan is 

better than at any other place. It will be seen that 

even the most tender foreign varieties of wine grapes 

can be ripened perfectly. The reports from California 

are not given, but,by comparing the reports from Cali

fornia, as given by Hon. Isaac Newton, we have a bet

ter region for ripening the grape, other things being 

equal, than even California. Those who have an inter

est in the sale of eastern grape lands may sneer at this, 

but in the above report the facts and figures are given, 

Which cannot be gainsayed. 

I have not cultivated grapes to any extent, but 

have been planting different varieties to test in our 

soil and climate for a number of years. I have fruited 

grapes since 1859, here, and have never seen a diseased 

berry or a mildewed vine, although some vines had 

yellow leaves the first year, which had been propagated 

from green wood by layering. 

The year 1865 was the year known as "the seventh 

annual wet year," and was a very wet season; yet Con

cord and Clinton vines which had been layeredwhen 

they were in blossom, ripened perfectly with the 

bunches lying .on the ground, and some of th$m par

tially covered. 

The opening of the railroad next summer will give a 

market for every grape and all farm produce that can 

be raised within a reasonable distance of the route. 

Grapes and fruit can be sent to any of the eastern or 

southern cities. Ne man need fear a market in the 

future from this region, either for wine or grapes. 

Those who have small capital can determine the place 

that will suit them best. 

HOT BEDS AND COLD FRAMES. 

THESE by being protected at the sides and ends with 

boards, and covered with glass, confine the moisture 

which arises from the earth, and thus the atmosphere 

is kept humid and the surface moist, and the plants are 

not subjected to the changes of temperature, aa a uni

form state can be maintained, no matter what the 

weather may be, The bottom heat of the hot bed warms 

the soil, and enables the grower to put in his seed early 

and obtain plants of good Blze before the soil outside is 

warm enough to receive the seed. Care, however, is 

required to prevent scorching the young plant!- In 

bright* days, the heat is intense inside the frame, and 

unless air Is freely given, or some course taken to 

obstruct the rays of the sun, most likely a great portion 

of the plants will be ruined. When the sun gets pretty 

warm, give the glass a thin coat of whitewash. This 

gives a little shade, and, with some air during the mid

dle of bright days, will make all safe. The hot-bSd is 

made by forming a pile of horse manure with the straw 

used for bedding, or leaves, some three feet in hight. 

Shake, altogether, so that Straw and. manure will be 

equally'mixed, It may be' sunk in'thê  ground a foot 

or eighteen inches, or made on the surface. On this 

place about five inches of good mellow soil. Then set 

the frame and keep it closed Until fermentation takes 

place and the soil is quite warm. It is better to wait a 

day or two after this, and then sow the seeds. Thfe 

principal advantages of a hot-bed can be secured by 

what is called a cold frame. This is simply a hot bed 

frame with sash, as shown in the accompanying 

engravingj placed upon a bed of fine, mellow earth, 

in some sheltered place in the garden. By the exclu

sion of air and the admission of Bun, the earth becomes 

warm, and the moisture is confined, as in the hot bed. 

After the frame is secured in its place, two inches of 

fine earth should be placed inside, and the frame closed 

up for a day or two before the seeds are planted. As 

the cold frame depends upon the sun for its warmth, it 

must not be started as Boon as the hot bed, and in this 

latitude the latter part of April is early enough. Plants 

will then be large enough for transplanting to the open 

ground as soon as danger from frost is over, and as a 

general thing, they will be hardier and better able to 

endure the shock of transplanting, than if grown In a 

hot bed. A frame of this kind any one can manage; 

Watering occasionally will be necessary; and air must 

be glvon on bright, warm days. Shade also is neoes-

sary. 

WHEN DOES NEW BARK FORM? 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I have a cousin who owns a farm in 

Kent county, Maryland. He bought In 1860-61. In 

1864 he. had several carpenters at work repairing the 

out-bulldings. Close by was an apple tree that yielded 

an abundance ot apples, which always failed to come 

to maturity. The carpenters on learning the tact made 

an onslaught on the tree by removing the bark entirely 

from the limbs, ten Inches from the body, and then down 

the body to four Inches under ground. Completely 

stripped of all the bark, he supposed, of course, tt 

would die; on the contrary, one of the men told him it 

would Improve the tree, and the fruit would mature. In 

about ton days or two weeks, on examlninir the tree, 

it had formed a new and perfect bark, looked healthy, 

and yielded a good crop.—The time was the longest 

day In June. JAMES FK1CK-

O U B readers who havo to depend on boxes In the 

house to bring forward their early vegetables should 

remember to use water at the temperature of about 

sixty degrees. This will help to brlug them forward 

rapidly. 
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^KAM' gepMtmeflt 
ATTENTION TO CELLARS. 

No good housekeeper will neglect the cellar of the 

house in which she lives. It should in fact be kept in 

better order and receive more attention than any part 

of the house. The effluvia arising from decaying veget

ables, putrid meats, and damp and moldy cellar bot

toms, is the prime, grand cause of sickness and 

decease. The cellar of every house, either in town or 

country, should be swept once a week. Commence in 

one corner, remove any barrel or obstruction, and 

sweep the ceiling, walls and floor before replacing, and 

proceed in this manner through the whole, sorting 

over any apples or vegetables that show signs of decay. 

Apples that are perfectly sound, sometimes have 

adhering to them portions of rotten pulp from decayed 

fruit; these should be carefully wiped and placed in a 

clean dry barrel. Wipe over bottles of preserves, 

pickle jars, butter crocks, etc., at least once or twice 

during the winter. Any mould or cobwebs, wherever 

found, should be thoroughly removed. Barrels that 

are damp and 'black, through having been in contact 

with the ground floor, should be turned on the other 

end, or placed on a dry board. If wo.od is kept in the 

cellar, as is sometimes the case in cities, it should be 

removed occasionally and the floor swept. Persons 

who take these precautions, and are careful that all 

obstructions to good drainage are removed, and who 

are at the same time neat and clean in their persons, 

and who pay a little attention to diet, seeing that it is 

at all times wholesome and good, need not dread the 

coining of the cholera or any other Infectious disease. 

W E wonder if our lady readers ever Indulge in a 

warm bottle ? W e mean this: On a frosty day, when 

you dread the long drive Into the city, do you prepare 

for the anticipated cold feet by the addition to your 

load of a good sized bottle filled with boiling water ? 

If so, you know the comfort derived from such an ar

rangement, and will need no further hints on the sub

ject. Gentlemen should take notice that a good hot 

brick to their feet all along their journey, is better than 

stopping at the tavern and taking a brick in their hat. 

DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

ICE CREAM m WINTER.—A very good ice cream, or 

rather substitute for ice cream, may be made in the 

following way: Set to boil a pint of milk—cream would 

be better if convenient;—when nearly boiling stir gently 

into it one or two eggs, well beaten, and a very little 

sugar. Place out doors or in cellar to cool. When quite 

cold, flavor with lemon or vanilla, and add to it as 

much newly fallen snow as will make it quite thick. 

Do not make it too sweet, and be careful to use rather 

nice sugar, as it will flavor it, if not very pure. 

B U C K W H E A T CAKES.—The objectionable feature in 

the cooking of buckwheat cakes, is the smoke and 

steam arising from the greased griddle. Now, we 

assure our readers that buckwheat cakes can be made 

just as smooth, just as brown, and infinitely nicer—of 

course, iu our opinion—without greasing the griddle, 

as with. W e are confident that this assertion will 

bring down upon our heads the wrath and condemna

tion of almost all our lady readers, but we assure 

you that it can be done, is done every day in 

our family, and by a little perseverance and practice, 

may be done in yours. 

KEE P I N G E G G S . — W e asked a lady friend of ours, and 

truly, an excellent housekeeper, if she knew of a good 

receipt for keeping eggs all the year round. "Of 

course, I do," she said, "I just place them in a basket, 

and hang them in the cellar where they will neither 

freeze or dry." W e told her we knew of a way, which 

must be better, as it was founded on scientific prin

ciples. Place your eggs in a basket and immerse them 

in boiling water while you rapidly count twenty. 

Hang them in the cellar or pack in sawdust, bran, etc., 

as you wish. The principle of the thing is this. Tho 

atmosphere is one prime cause of decay in any sub

stance. The evaporation of the watery portions of the 

inside of the egg through the pores of the skin and 

shell, allows the atmosphere free entrance, hence decay 

sets in. Now it is evident that if evaporation can bo 

stopped, the decaying element is kept out and the egg 

preserved. This IB effectively done by the foregoing 

process. The heat occasioned by the boiling water, 

congeals the surface of the albumen immediately un1 

der the skin and shell of the egg, thus forming an im

pervious coating and prevents evaporation and conse

quently the admission of the atmosphere, and so the 

absence of decay and the presence of good froBh eggs 

for breakfast all the year round. 

YEAST.—Take two good sized potatoes; pare and 

boil them until tender; mash them and rnb them 

through a cullender; add a pint of water and two 

tablespoonsful of sugar; when it is about lukewarm add 

one gill of yeast. , 

H O P YEAST.—A handfull of good hops; three pints 

of water; two potatoes; one tablespoonful of molas

ses. Mix as thin as pancakes. 

ILLUSTRATED PUZZLES. 

ANSWER TO PUZZLES IN FEHRUARY NUMBER. 

No. 3—Because he is illustrated with cuts taken on 
the spot. 

No. 4—He is always putting his foot in it. 

No. 5.—Why ought he to keep this hat, although it 

does not fit him ? 

Answers next month. 
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IptfttlbnefflM, 
T H E RISING GENERATION.—In the United States there 

are about 60,000 common schools, which are supported 

in part by the State treasuries, and partially by funds 

and school taxes. In England and Wales there are 

46,043 public and private schools, attended by 2,144,378 

scholars. In addition there are 1,545 evening schools, 

which provide for 39,683 children. The number of 

Sunday schools is 23,514 with 2,407,612 scholars. It is 

estimated that in England there is a scholar for every 

8.36 persons; in Scotland about one-seventh of the 

people are at school, while in the United States there 

is a scholar to every' five persons. In Russia only one 

child to every two hundred persons receives instruction 

at school, so that while at nine o'clock on Monday 

morning there are 4,000,000 American boys and girls at 

school, there is in Russia only 100,000 enjoying the bene

fits of education. 

INCHES IN A BUSHEL.—The standard bushels of the 

United States contains 2,150.4 cubic inches. The "Im

perial bushel" is about 68 cubic inches larger, being 

2,218.192 cubic inches. Any box or measure, the con

tents of which are equal to 2,150.4 eubie inches, will 

hold a bushel of grain. In measuring fruit, vegetables, 

coal, and other similar substances, one-fifth must be 

added. In other words, » peck measure five times 

even full makes one bushel. 

PLANTING AND DIGGING AT ONCE.—The New Bedford 

Mercury says that as a gentleman, now a distinguished 

merchant of Boston, but formerly a resident of Nan

tucket, was one day engaged in planting potatoes on 

his farm in that town, a dry old fellow stopped to 

watch the operation. The merchant, more enthusiastic 

than skillful in his farming, was dropping five seed 

potatoes in each hill. 

" Ah! planting potatoes, Squire," remarked Uncle 

Jerry. 

"Yes," replied the merchant, " and if the rot does 

not take them, I expect to have a good crop. What 

time do you think is best to dig potatoes, Uncle Jerry?'' 

The old man looked into a hill, and replied, "Dig 

'emnow; you'll never have a bigger crop." 

D U R I N G the present high price of coal, a gentleman 

meeting his coal merchant, inquired whether it was a 

proper time to lay in a stock ? The knight of the black 

diamond shook his head, observing, " Coals are coals, 

now, sir;" to which the customer replied, "I am very 

glad to hear it, for the last you sent me were slates." 

Two Irishmen.in crossing a field came in contact 

with a donkey who was making "day hideous" with 

his unearthly braying. Jemmy stood a moment in 

astonishment; but turning to Pat, who seemed as much 

enraptured with the song as himself, remarked: " It's 

a fine large ear that bird has for music, Pat, but sure 

he's got an awful cowld." 

LO S T S H E E P . — A preacher of the Methodist Church 

was traveling in one of the back settlements,; and 

stopped at a cabin, where an old lady received him very 

kindly. After setting provisions before him, she began 
to question him. 

"Stranger, where mought you be from?" 

"Madam, I reside in SJhelby county, Kentucky," 

"Wall, stranger, hope no offence, but what mought 

you be doin' way up hore?" 

"Madam, I am searching for the lost sheep of the 

tribe of Israel." 

"John, John!" shouted the old lady, "come rite 

here this minit; here's a stranger all the way from 

Shelby county, Kentucky, a hunting stock, and I'll just 

bet my life that tangle-haired old black ram that's been 

in our lot all last week, is one of his'n." 

IN a criminal court, the counsel dissatisfied with his 

want of success 'with an Irish witness, complained to 

the court. Paddy replied, " Sure, an' I'm no lawyer; 

yer honor; and thespalpane only wants topuzzle»me." 

" Come, now, do you swear you are no lawyer ?" said 

the counsel. V Faix, an' I do: ,and yez may swear the 

Bame about yourself, too, without fear of perjury." 

••a=I>—<SS.-CIKQ— 

I N New Haven the other day, two Irishmen demand-

S i ^ of a gentleman, for putting in some fuel. A 

colored man said he would do it for a dollar, and his 

services were accepted. Presently he re-entered the 

gentleman's office with his thumbs in the sleeve holes 

of his vest, and assumed a very well-satisfied air. The 

gentleman, thinking something was wrong, asked, 

" What is the matter ?" He replied, with a grin, " I 

have hired the two Irishmen to carry up the wood for 

fifty cents, and retain fifty cents myself for bossing the 

job." And such was the fact, for the gentleman went 

out and saw for himself the two Milesians obeying the 

orders of their employer with alacrity. 

A LITTLE GIRL in LPennsylvania was lately reproved 

for playing out doors with boys, and informed that, 

being seven years old, " she was too big for that now." 

But with all imaginable innoeenee, she replied: "Why, 

grandma, the bigger we grow, the better we like'em." 

Grandma took time to think of the matter. 

" P R A Y sir," said a judge, angrily, tb a blunt old ' 

Quaker, from whomno direct answer could be obtained, 

"Do you know what we sit here for?" "Yes, verily, 

I do," said tho Quaker, " three of you for four dollars 

each day, and the fat one in tho middle for four thou

sand a year." 

AN Irish emigrant, hearing the sunset gun at Ports

mouth, asked a sailor, " What's that?" " Why, that's 

sunset," was the reply. "Sunset?" exclaimed Pat: 

" and does the sun go down in this country with such a 

bang as that ?" 

T H E O D O R E H O O K once said to a man at whose table 

a publisher got very drank. "Why, you appear to 

have emptied your Wine cellar into a bookseller." 
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ottflg Utopia § %p. 
LTALK WITH THE Y O U N G FOLKS. 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FAEMEE, BY 0. N. BEMENT. 

WE have a little story to tell our young folks,"whieh 

occurred in our youthful days, in the early part of the 

present century. When we were just old enough to be 

mischievous, we were beset by a parcel of our school 

.companions, to go and pilfer the parson's pears. Down 

by the side of the brook that flowed back of the par-

son'B house was a beautiful meadow, in the midst of 

which stood a pear tree. It was large, hung full, and 

they were of a most delicious flavor—real Bergamotts.' 

Whether we were afraid of a flogging—respect for 

the parson, (for in those days children were brought up 

to respect the pions,) prevented me, or whether I was 

deterred by the recollection of m y bad luck in pilfering 

melons, I can't remember; tint I told them decidedly, 

I would have nothing to do with the matter, and did all 

we could in our power to dissuade the others from 

their enterprise. 

W e don't know how, but it so happened that my 

honesty got to the parson's ears, and one Saturday 

afternoon, I received an invitation to go and see him. 

Away I went, conscious that I had done no wrong. 

H o w light beats the heart of innocence! The good 

man met me at the door: "Caleb," said he, taking my 

hand, "I have heard that you refused to join m pilfer

ing m y pears. Now, I mean to. convince you that hon

esty is the best policy." " Here," added he, placing a 

large basket of the finest fruit before me: "Eat what 

you please, and take as many with you as you can 

carry." I felt that moment happier than ever Napo

leon did with empires at his feet. And the circumstance 

led me to remark in early life the consequence of an 

adherence to the maxim, " Honesty is the best policy." 

"Be honest, and'tis clear as light, 
Youl make by far more money by it, 
The profits got by cheating, 
Are very few and fleeting, 
Experience proves the adage true; 
Then never loose it from your view." 

W e have another story to tell our young readers of a 

little hero, every word of it is true. A hero is a brave 

man—a man full of spirit, zeal and courage to do right, 

to tell the truth, even if it is against himself, to be hon

est when he could make money by cheating; to be 

true when he is tempted to be false—is a hero. 

Johnny Moor found a pocket book on the street in 

New York. It was full of money. He soon met a man 

hastening on in a sort of frantic manner and speed, 

looking anxiously ahead. Johnny thought to himself 

that man has lost something, and so he asked him, 

"Have you lost anything sir, ?" "Yes, my pocket 

book; have you seen it?" was the quick reply. "I 

reckon," said Johnny. "What kind of one was it?" 

The man described it. They went into a store near by. 

The stranger described accurately the pocket book and 

the money in it All was dear to Johnny. He gave up 

the book with pleasure to its owner, though it con

tained $1,500. And the generous stranger took the 

honest little boy to a tailor's shop and dressed him up 

in a fine new suit, bought aud gave him a silver watch 

and a beautiful portmonie for his poor mother who had 

taught him to be so honest, into which he put ahnndred 

dollars in gold. ' A noble little hero is Johnny Moor. 

To this good example for boys we would add another, 

though not of the same order, that came under our 

notice a few years ago. 

A young man in his teens, the son of a moderate 

farmer,'made a practice of reading all his odd moments,, 

snatching scraps of time, morning; evening, noon, 

rainy days, &c. He always had a book on hand and 

read a page, a half page, a few lines or words at every 

moment to be spared from his work. He was equally 

industrious at his work and his reading. At the age of 

twenty-one he was well stored with useful information 

for one of his scant opportunities. But he was not 

satisfied. When he left his father's farm he made hi3 

way to school to the nearest academy with less than 

ten dollars in bis pocket. For seven years he pursued 

his studies with unabated zeal, working and teaching 

by turns to meet his expenses, at the end of which 

time he entered a profession, well booked and well-

clad, with three hundred dollars at interest. His suc

cess has been just such as industry, economy, calcula

tion, foresight, patience; in a word, all the requisites 

to make a man of the first order. He not only knows 

how to make money, and take care of it, and use it, 

but he is on the pursuit of knowledge. He is at his 

school every day. He is doubtless as industrious in his 

studies as in his business. With bis studious and in

dustrious habits he can scarcely fail to make his way in 

life, and act well his part. He has made his mark in 

the world. Almost every boy may be equally success

ful, if he will be equally industrious, frugal and faithful 

in the pursuit of equally honorable aims. 

There, my young friends, is an example for you. Go 

and do likewise. 

PICKING U P THOUGHTS.—Boys, you have heard of 

blacksmiths who have become mayors and magistrates 

of towns and cities, and men of great wealth and influ

ence. What was the secret of their success ? Why, 

because they picked up nails and pins in the street, and 

carried them home in the pockets of their waistcoats. 

Now you must pick up thoughts in the same way, and 

fill your minds With them, and they will grow into 

other thoughts; and you will find them strewed every

where in your path. 

T H E H O A R Y H E A D . — " The hoary head," says Solo

mon, "is a crown of glory, When it is found in the way 

of righteousness." But "Young America" talks flip

pantly to his boon companions about "thejOldman," 

or "the governor," as a troublesome 6py upon his 

actions, or at best an incumberanee, to be tolerated 

only as long as he will "shell out" liberally. Is this to 

"honor thy father" ? 

m m a. 
CULTIVATE your heart aright. 

* 
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Mitfitfft Safrlfc 
Iitberal Offer. 

To ANY one who will send' us seventy-five subscri

bers, at one dollar each, or one hundred and twenty-

five at 75 Cents each, we will send one of the Franklin 

jewing Machines, worth $30.00, per Express. This is 

a liberal offer, who will be the first to take one? 

Send on the names as fast as you get them. They 

need hot be all sent to one Post Office, as we send to any 

address; nor need they be sent in all at once. In re

mitting send a draft on New York or Post Office order. 

W E are desirous of extending the circulation of T H E 

F A R M E R ; and we feel confident from the numerous let

ters we have recently received expressing kind feelings 

from our numerous friends and readers, that they are 

disposed to make an earnest effort to increase our sub

scription list. W e want a club raised at every post 

office to which we now send single copies of the paper. 

If yon cannot attend to this matter yourself, speak to 

some neighbor who will do so, and furnish them the 

names of those persons you think would take the paper. 

The club price is so small that all can afford to take 

it. T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is the cheapest agricultu

ral paper in the country. It is "the farmer's own 

paper," contributed to by practical experienced farmers, 

and any one number is worth more than the year's sub

scription. T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is young and vig

orous as well as prosperous and hopeful, and in our 

complete new dress, which is no holiday attire, but one 

specially adapted to earnest work, we feel assured 

none of our readers will be ashamed to show the paper 

to their friends and neighbors, and ask them to sub

scribe. Ask them to help and sustain the cheapest 

agricultural and horticultural journal in the world. 

There Is yet abundance of time to extend its useful

ness. W e can always supply back numbers, which aro 

full of good things, and are just as good now as on the 

day they were published. W e ask all our subscribers to 

act as agents and forward on one or more names as 

often as they can. W e send the paper to any address. 

Let all try and forward as many names as they can. 

Let us have at least five thousand more subscribers 

before the end of the first half volume. 

W e should feel obliged if our correspondents would 

forward their communications on or before the 12th of 

the preceding month, as it is necessary that T H E FAR

M E R should go to press by the 20th or 21st, in order 

that subscribers at a distance may receive thcirpapers 

by,the 1st of the.month. W e have now, (Feb. 20th), 

subscribers in almost every State, and in order to reach 

them we must go to press by that date at latest. 

• —-.—•—•• m iw 

A N Y person sending us ten cen'ta.for.a sample copy, 

or twenty-five eents,for the first three numbers'ean de

duct this 'amount on'subscribing for a year.'1 please 
state this fact when writing.''" 

N e w York: State Agricultural Society. 

THE annual meeting of this Society took place at 

Albany, on the 14th of February, the President Hon. T. 

C. Peters in the Chair. The Treasurer's report showed 

a favorable state of the finances of the Society. 

The Secretary reviewed in the report of the Execu

tive Committee the proceedings of the past year. The 

reports were aecepted,,after which the following officers 

were chosen for 1866: ,. ,, 

President—J. Stanton Gould, of Columbia county; 

Vice Presidents—T. H. Faile, Jr., New York; Samuel 

Thorne, Washington Hollow; A. Thayer, Jr., Rensse

laer; G. A. T. Van Horn, Montgomery; James, Geddes, 

Onondaga; J. McGraw, Tompkins ; H. T. E. Foster, 

Seneca; H. S. Huntley, Chatauqua; Corresponding 

Secretary—B. P. Johnson, Albany; Recording Secreta

ry—Erastus Corning, Jr.; treasurer—L. H. Tucker; 

Executive Committee—G. H. Brown, Dutchess; J. T. 

Williams, Chatauqua; H. N. Dwight, Cayuga; Solon 

Robinson, New York; C. J. Hayes, Otsego. 

The location for holding the next Annual Fair was 

left to. the Executive Committee, whieh.meets. again on 

the 29th inst. The committee on the Cattle Plague 

recommended the most careful watchfulness on the 

part of all cattle owners, and requested that, the ap

pearance of any unusual manifestation of disease in 

their cattle be reported to B. P. Johnson, Correspond

ing Secretary, Albany, N. Y, 

Applications were received from Auburn and Utica 

in reference to the location of the Fair, which were 

laid over for consideration on the 29th inst. 

THE Cheese Makers'Association, of New York held, 

their annual meeting at Utica, Jan. 10th and 11th. , Six > 

States and the Cnnadas were represented. The title of 

the Society was changed to that of American Cheese 

Makers' Association. Officers: W. W . Comstock, 

President, Utica; Hon, George Williams, who was 

elected Treasurer and Secretary, and declined, and 

Gardner B. Weeks, of Verona, Oneida connty, was 

elected. 
—••• *m s» 

N E X T month we hope to introduco a new and very re -

spected friend to the readers of the Farmer under the 

cognomen of "Bueno," who will write for our col

umns, and we can guarantee our readers a rich treat, 

and feel assured that they will derivo much benefit 

from anything he inay say. 

OUR liberal offer to every subscriber, is still open, 

and we shall be pleased to send the engraving to any 

address. All subscribers, in clubs at 80 cents each, are 

entitled to the engraving, and if any miss in the mails, 

we shall be pleased to replace them. 

T H E A M E R I C A N P O M O L O G I C A L SOCIETY will hold its 

annual meeting at St. Louis, Missouri, on the 4th of' 

September—M. P. Wiltler, President. 

' "•*' » — ' ; 

T H E Vermont State' Agricultural' Society 'will hold' 

its next anmial'incetimg; September 11-14 
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NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY "S. W." 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FAEMEE 

roots—either of which cannot fail to aid the ulti

mate digestion1 of the carbonaceous straw. But 

straw performs yet another important office in sup

porting animal heat in cold weather. Although no 

animal should be kept so hungry as to eat straw 

alone in warm weather, yet when the mercury falls 

near the freezing point and below, an additional ration 

of straw will save so much hay, as it. answers the 

same purpose in supporting heat and respiration. 

But chemistry may well call straw «. fat farmer, as 

when liberally fed with meal,, it makes the animal 

fat and lazy; while it takes nitrogenous hay and 

oats to give the muscular strength that supports 

animal life and activity. 

CLOVER HAT—ITS TRUE OFFICE. 

One great reason why clover hay is in such disre

pute, is owing to its being cut too late, after its blos

soms have dried up, and the sap of the hay has 

changed to woody fiber; even if well cured, such 

hay instead of being fine and flexile, light colored 

and fragrant; it is only a black and brittle mass of 

dead blossoms and wasting stalks, not much more 

nutritious than good straw. No animal can be kept 

on such hay without daily rations of meal, roots, &c. I 

keep a cow the year round on clover hay, cut early 

and cured in small cocks; such hay retains its 

aroma a long time in the barn. I feed with it during 

summer and fall, stalks, and other green food, and 

oats and wheat shorts in winter and spring. Keep

ing a cow stalled through the summer, not only 

saves a great deal of composted manure, but also 

the expense of pasturing with its never-failing draw

back of drouth and short feed, to say nothing 

about the flies, and the trouble of driving her to and 

from pasture. 

Clover hay cut in full blossom and well cured in 

the cock, is worth more per ton than the average of 

timothy hay, which is generally cut too late. The 

New England Farmer tells us that John Day, of 

Boxford, who feeds large quantities of red clover to 

milch cows, finds that when his clover is used up,, 

and he feeds timothy and red top, his twenty cows 

immediately shrank two cans of milk per day I Yet 

it is true that early cut timothy with its seed intact, 

contains more nutriment than clover hay; but the 

clover being more immediately assimilable produced 

more milk.. Another great advantage of clover is, 

that it is a leguminous plant which draws much 

more of its nutriment from the atmosphere, than 

any of the cereal grasses. Clover also, by the aid of 

its long top root draws moisture from the subsoil, 

which enables the plant to grow in a drouth that 

would materially shorten a crop of timothy and red 

top. This large tap root also remains in the soil to 

enrich it, when plowed under for an alternating crop. 

POULTRY MANURE. 

In the January F A R M E R is Vanquelin's estimate 

of the quantity of azote (nitrogen) in the best sifted 

THE GROWING IMPORTANCE OF THE SORGHUM PLANT. 

M O N S . M A R T I G N Y little thought, when he was 

introducing this saccharine plant into France, from 

North China, that it waB in the hotter and more 

congenial summers of the United States, where this 

plant was to find a more perfect acclimation. Sor

ghum, like' its cognate cereal, Indian corn, delights 

in a rich, warm soil, and a hot sun. The seeds being 

so much smaller than the grain of corn, they vege

tate slowly and send up very slender plants, which 

progress very slowly at first, but after they get a 

good stand, they will grow as fast as Indian corn 

under the same culture. The summers in France 

have been found to be too cool for the successful 

growth of sorghum. The Bulletin d' Acclimitation 

says that it has only succeeded well in the extreme 

south, in the neighborhood of Toulon, on the bor

ders of the Mediterranean. The climate of North 

China is more like that of the United States in sum

mer, than it is like that of France. At Pekin, in 

latitude 40 ° , the mean temperature of the warmest 

month of summer is 84.35, while in no part of 

France is the mean temperature of any month above 

74. Yet the mean of winter at Pekin, is 20 ° lower 

than that of Marseilles, four degrees farther north. 

Hence it may be said emphatically, that wherever 

r the maximum yield of Indian corn can be obtained. 

of the large Dent variety, there also may be grown 

the largest and most perfect crops of sorghum sac-

charatum; in a cooler region and in a shorter season 

this plant may be successfully grown in a rich 

warm soil, but its seeds will rarely ripen. Sown in 

drills as a forage plant, I have found it as profitable 

as Indian corn grown in the same way, and the large 

stalks of sorghum when cut up in pieces, are much 

more eagerly devoured by bovines than the stalks 

of Indian corn. A great many patches of sorghum 

have been grown the past season by farmers in 

Cayuga county, and several crushing mills and evap

orators there have been making sirup from the same 

during the late fall months, and I am told that every 

farmer is much pleased with the experiment of thus 

makinghisown sweetening. 

THE VALUE OF STRAW AS WINTER, FOOD FOR STOCK. 

Strange as it may seem, while early cut, well 

cured hay with all its gluten intact, is only called a 

flesh farmer, the dryest of straw which contains 

sixty per cent of woody fiber, is called a fat farmer ; 

because on analysis this woody fiber is found to be 

identical with starch. And there is no doubt but 

'; that this woody fiber which can be decomposed in 

dilute acids, may he also made assimilable by fine 

chaffing and Bteaming, and then fed with meal or 
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guano, and in poultry dung. He may be right as 

to the poultry manure, 83 parts in 1,000 ; but the 

guano he refers to, must be ' from the rainy regions 

where its nitrogen has been exhausted. Repeated 

analysis of Peruvian guano, from the rainless regions 

of the Chincha Islands, instead of 53 parts nitrogen 

to the 1,000, it contains 160 parts, and some of it 

even more than this: 

The reason why well saved poultry dung under 

eover, is not as nitrogenous as guano that has never 

been rained upon, is that the guano is made from the 

flesh of fish and molusca, while poultry dung is 

made from vegetable food principally. But allowing 

poultry manure to be only one third as rich in azote 

as (Peruvian gnano, it is much richer in alkaline 

salts, and is worth at least ten times its weight in 

ordinary stall manure, which also contains much 

potash in proportion to its bulk. 

OUR EASTERN LETTER-No. 2. 

WBTTTEN FOB TUB AMEEICAN FAEMEE, BY O. «. BEACKETT, 

BELFAST, MAINE. 

1 THE WEATHER during the past month has not 

shown any phases or variations specially worthy of 

mention. The coldest was on the morning of Feb

ruary 7th, when the mercury fell to 14° below 

zero. W e have good sleighing with a foot of snow 

on the ground and somewhat drifted. Our greatest 

inconvenience this winter has been a lack of water, 

in fact we are now having a winter drouth. Most 

of the streams are low or frozen solid, and nearly 

all mills and manufactories requiring water power 

have suspended operations. Many Wells are also dry 

and water is scarce for cattle and domestic purposes, 

BO that in some cases melted snow is used. The 

barometer has ranged the highest the past month 

it has for years. On the 8th of January it rose to 

the maximum, 30.25 inches. On the 1st of February 

it stood at 28.90 inches, and on the 7th at 30.15 

inches. 

LATER.—Since writing the above we have had a 

general thaw with a rainstorm on the 11th and 12th 

of February. The snow is nearly all gone, sleigh

ing spoiled and wells and streams filled with water 

sufficient for all purposes. 

M A R K E T S . — T h e market for farm produce is dull 

and prices lower than for some time. Potatoes are 

bringing only 45 cents; hay, $8.00 and $10.00. A 

large amount of hay, pressed in bales, will be "sum

mered over," and thrown into next year's market. 

Potatoes being perishable must be sold before 

another season, at whatever loss to the grower. 

Stock still continues at fair rates. Nearly all that 

class of cattle.quotedin Brighton markkas " stores," 

^consisting principally 0t working oxen, some from | 

Maine. They vary in price from $125.00 to $300.00 

and upward a pair, according to their age,' size, &c. 

T H E C O M M I S S I O N E R O F A G R I C U L T U R E — M r . Com. 

missioner Newton, seems to be the cause of a great 

deal of complaint from agricultural papers and asso

ciations throughout the country, and if one-half 

which ig charged against him is true, he is evidently 

not the right man in the right place. The latest 

movement in this direction was made by the Maine 

Board of Agriculture, which instructed their Secre

tary to call the attention of our members in Con

gress to the need of his removal from office, if the 

charges against him are well founded.* 

U N I T E D S T A T E S A G R I C U L T U R A L SOCIETY.—This 

association met in Washington last month, and 

elected officers for the current year, and we are glad 

to learn, as we do from the published reports, that 

some one is attempting to infuse a little vitality into 

the concern, as some talk was had of holding an 

exhibition next year. W h y not this? But better 

late than never. 

S T A T E A G R I C U L T U R A L SOCIETY.—The State Soci

eties in N e w England are mostly in a dormant con

dition. They still retain their organizations and 

elect their officers annually, and that is about all. 

W e believe Vermont was the only one that held an 

exhibition last year. N e w Hampshire proposes to 

hold one next year. It is quite likely that they will 

all be absorbed by the N e w England Agricultural 

Society before many years, and an annual exhibition 

be held in the different States alternately. It will 

probably be held in Connecticut next autumn, in 

compliance with an invitation from the State soci 

ety. The Maine State Society are taking into con

sideration the question as to whether they shall > 

hold a fair next fall. The recently elected officers 

are Seward Dile, President; S. L. Boardman, Secre

tary ; W . S. Badger, Treasurer. 

M A I N E I N D U S T R I A L C O L L E G E , — T h e trustees hava 

decided to locate on a farm in Orono, near Bangor, 

and it is expected measures will be taken towards 

putting it into operation by next spring. It will be a 

separate and independent institution. 

M A I N E B O A R D O F A G R I C U L T U R E . — T h i s associa

tion assemLled in Augusta on the 17th of January, 

and continued in session fourteen days. The offi 

cers were: President—John F. Anderson; Secre

tary—S. L. Goodale. Reports and discussions wero 

given on various agricultural subjects. A report 

and resolve was accepted and passed, recommending 

the Legislature to appoint a State Entomologist. A 

resolution was passed calling upon the Governor to 

take immediate action in regard to measures pre

venting the introduction of the cattle disease into 

the State from the adjoining British Provinces. 

* W e would suggest that as there are " only two m e n specially 
educated for this profession," In this country—one cithern should 
be appointed to this office II—Ens. ' 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 99 

Notes on the "Weather, from Jan. 15, to Feb. 

15th, 1866, inclusive, 

THE first half of Jannary was cold; the last half was 

verynear the average of 30years;. or, as 25.4° to 25.0°. 

The mean of the month would be lower, and was 81.7 °, 

the general average being 25.2° " The coldest morning 

of the last half was 7 o, and the hottest morning, 51 o. 

The coldest noon, 16 P.; the "hottest noon, 41 o; the 

coldest day, 11.6°, and the hottest day, 38.7° The 

water fallen in the month, was 1.48 inches. The 

sleighing in the month was little and poor, extending 

only a few miles south; but the wheeling was good. 

The weather was rather pleasant, and the surface of the 

earth was scarcely free from ice. 

February began with three cool days, and after three 

days more, the weather was rather warm, to the 15th; 

The coldest morning was 3 o on the 5th; hottest morn

ing, 37 °, on the 11th; coldest noon, 13 o, on the 5th; 

and hottest noon 45 °, on the 10th. The coldest day 

was 9.7°, on the 5th; and tbe hottest day, 39.3°, on 

the 10th. The mean heat of this half was 24.2°, and 

the general average, 24.1 o, for' 30 years. In 1865, the 

mean of this half was 19.9°, or 4° colder; In 1864, 

was 30.2 o, or 6 o warmer. Snow and rain on the 10th, 

and on the 11th more rain, which melted more snow, 

and proved very acceptable in some empty cisterns. 

The weather was colder on the 12th, and on the ice and 

little snow, sleighs moved till the warmth of the 13th 

and 14th, the sleighing was gone. The water fallen in 

this month has been moderate. On the whole, the 

fortnight has been much enjoyed as being rather warm 

and pleasant. 

The fall of rain has been great in States at the South, 

and much damage has been done on some streams. 

The earth has continued frozen, a fact favorable to 

wheat and all plants whose roots suffer from thawing 

and freezing again. 

- ^ 
The American Farmer in Canada. 

As long as the premium on gold continues, we shall 

send T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R to our Canadian subscri

bers at 60 cents each in clubs of five or more, or single 

subscriptions at seventy-five cents. 

If American money Is sent, our terms will be one 

dollar a year, or seventy-five cents in clubs. W e pre

pay the American postage on all papers sent to Canada 

or any of the British Provinces. 

To ADVERTISERS.—All advertisements should be re

ceived on or before the 20th of the month to Insure 

insertion in the following month. 

STITCH your paper before cutting, and you will find 

it a great deal more convenient to handle. W e hope all 

our subscribers will keep their papers on file, so that 

at the end of the year they will have a nice volume to 

bind. Any numbers that miss, or get damaged in the 

mails we shall be pleased to replace at any time, as we 

desire all our readers to have the entire volume 

complete. 

e 

Department of Agriculture. 

The following resolutions were adopted unanimously 

by the Ohio pomological Society; which has just closed 

its session in Cleveland. 

Resolved, That we feel deeply interested in the great 
department of Agriculture connected with our Federal 
government; that we desire its entire success, and be
lieve it destined to contribute immensely to the 
advancement of agriculture in the country; that we 
earnestly entreat the President of the United States to 
appoint a competent man to be the head of the Depart
ment of Agriculture, the incompetency of the present 
incumbent being a source of general remark and com
plaint from the intelligent agriculturists of all parts of 
our extended country. 
Resolved,' That in the opinion of this convention, a 

change in the head of the agricultural department is 
imperatively needed for the best interests of the pro
ducing classes of the country, and the President ofthe 
United States is most respectfully petitioned to listen 
to the complaints embodied in the foregoing resolu
tion. 
The Indiana State Board of Agriculture, at its Janu
ary meeting, adopted the following: 
Whereas, it is a notorious fact that the present Com

missioner of Agriculture has totally failed to satisfy 
the just public expectation in the administration of the 
Agricultural Bureau; therefore, 
Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board, the inter

ests which the Bureau of Agriculture was intended to 
promote, would be materially benefited by the removal 
of Isaac Newton, and the appointment, of some com
petent, educated and practical agriculturist in his stead. 
The Indiana State Pomological Society, at its Janu

ary meeting, unanimously adopted the following: 
Whereas, The results of the labors of Isaac Newton, 

the present head of the Agricultural Bureau at Wash
ington, have fallen short of the reasonable expecta
tions of those whose interests he represents. 
Resolved, That the views of this Soeiety be presented 

to the President of tbe United States through our dele
gation in Congress, with the respectful request that a 
man better fitted be appointed for the place. 

Inquiries and Answers. 

SEVERAL QUESTIONS.—We are starting anew, and I 
desire to learn the art of making a few acres with few 
laborers, pay as well as large farms and many work
men. In the first place I want seed corn that is the 
most prolific you have planted on rich land, and which 
will ripen in the shortest time. I presume you have 
varietes that ripen in ninety days. I think by getting 
such seed, I can raise in our climate on rich land, two 
crops of corn in a season. 
I want to plant some broom corn, say ten acres. 

How much seed do I require? I have some little 
acquaintance with its cultivation and manner of saving 
it. What is the seed worth, and what is brush worth 
now .?—A. L., Littleton, N. C. 

T H E Ohio Dent is the most prolific- on rich soil, but 
requires a long season to mature in, 
King Philip, Improved, will ripen in ninety days, and 

is quite prolific. 

J. E. R—Columbia county, O. Your letter was not 

received. 

FISH RAISING.—Messrs. Eds.: I am anxious to com
mence fish raising on my farm. There arc three small 
brooks that come in nearly together, and run under the 
railroad, in which I have caught, lots of trout when a 
boy.. Can. I got the desired information through T H E 
FA R M E R , as to how deep the pond mtfst be. Must the 
top of the ground be removed as far as the pond ex
tends, to make and keep the water pure ? Will pick
erel live and do well in artificial ponds ? Will they 
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multiply faster than trout ? Will it answer to let sur
face water run into a pickerel pond, or a trout pond ? 
Will it not be a good plan to have the ponds shaded as 
much as possible ? Can pickerel be raised artificially. 
the same as trout ? I can have three ponds, all within 
forty rods, fed by nice spring water. 'Will some of 
your subscribers be good enough to give me some in
formation about fish raising, and answer the above 
questions?—J. W., TaylorsviUe, N. Y. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Can you, or some of the subscribers 
of T H E F A R M E R , tell me where I can find some pure 
Hamburg fowls, oaGolden Pheasants, as I should like 
to get some.—J. C, York, Pa. 
"R. K. T." wishes to know where he can purchase a 

trio of good Bronze Turkeys, of large size. 

If any of our readers have any of the above to dis-

pobe of, they would do well to advertise them in our 

columns. 

W . R. P.—(Lattasville, O.)—Cannot solve your puz

zle. If you can give us the answer, we shall be pleased 

to publish it. W e cannot divide 9 into four odd num

bers, but it "may be owing to a mathematical obtuse-

ness with which we have to contend!" 

Literary Notices. 

THE LADIES'S FRIEND. 

T H E March number of this magazine is on our table. 

" The Impending Ruin," a fine and expressive steel 

engraving, illustrative of a story of the same name, 

leads off the number. The literary contents are excel

lent. W e may specially note " The Impending Ruin;" 

A Song by Beatrice Colonna; "Victoria Regina," a 

story in which the heroine, a beautiful and refined 

young lady, becoming poor, seek6 domestic service, 

and finds her reward in so doing; Poems by Florence 

Percy and August Bell. Price $2.50 a year; 2 copies, 

$4.00; 8 copies (and one gratis) $16. Address Deacon 

& Peterson, 319 Walnut street, Philadelphia. 

BLACKWOOD'S EDINBURGH REVIEW. American edition. 
Volume LXII, No. 1. Leonard Scott & Co., Publishers. New 
York. 
Terms for Blackwood, or any of the four reviews, 

$4.00 a year. Blackwood and any one review, $7.00. 

The four Reviews $12.00; Blackwood and the four Re

views, $15.00. 

Blackwood is unusually attractive at this time for its 

serial articles by distinguished writers of fiction, and 

for the account of our late civil war, now being written 

by Colonel Von Borke, a German officer, chief-of-staff 

to General J. E. B. Stuart, of the Confederate army. 

CANARY BIRDS. A Manual oi Useful and Practical Informa
tion for Bird Keepers. New York : William Wood & Co., 61 
Walker street, New York. 

This is an interesting little book for bird fanciers, 

containing information in regard to feed, breeding, dis

eases, &e., &c. Address as above. 

FACTS ABOUT PEAT, as an article of Fuel. Compiled by T. 
H. Loavitt. Published by Leavitt & HunnerweU, Boston, 
Mass. 

A copy of the second edition of this interesting work 

is received and contains much new and important in

formation. Price $1.00. Address the publishers. 

W e notice that̂ no mention is made of an important 

peat bed at Pekin, Niagara county, New York, belong

ing to the Niagara Peat Company, of Rochester, N. X. 

GODEY'S LADIES' BOOK FOR MARCH. Louis A. Godey 
Philadelphia. 

THIS is a splendid number, and is liberally supplied 

with fashion plates, patterns, for fancy work and em

broidery. The engravings and fashion plates are beau

tifully got up. W e notice that in this number they 

commence a new series of Drawing Lessons. " Riz-

pab's Idols," by Marion Harland, continues to increase 

in interest. Miss Frost furnishes an excellent story, 

and other well-known writers contribute to this valua

ble magazine. 

For sale in this city by D. M. Dewey. 

HARPER'S MONTHLY MAGAZINE. Published by Harper, 
& Bros., New York. Price $4.00 a year. 

W e regard this monthly as one of the best periodicals 

in America. The number for March is before us. It is 

.filled with valuable articles. "In and around Rich

mond," "Sand Martins," "The Burrowers at Home,". 

" Aunt Esther's Story," & c , &c. The work is beauti

fully got up, well printed, and its contents unsurpassed. 

It is well worth the price and every family should have 

a copy. 

OATALOTJES, &c, RECEIVED: 

Ellwanger & Barry's, No. 1—descriptive catalogue of 

fruits, well illustrated with different kinds of fruit 

trees and small fruits. No. 2—descriptive catalogue of 

ornamental trees and shrubs, roses, flowering plants, 

&c. Illustrated. No. 4—wholesale catalogue of trade 

list of fruit and ornamental trees, & c, for the spring of 

1866. 

"Vick's Illustrated Catalogue and Floral Guide for 

the Flower Garden," contains an accurate description 

of the leading floral treasures of the world, with plain 

and full directions for sowing seed, transplanting, &c. 

Illustrated with numerous engravings. Also choice 

seeds for the vegetable garden. It is invaluable to all 

lovers of flower and vegetabl e culture, and should be 

in the bands of every farmer. Sent free of postage for 

10 cents. Address James Viek, Rochester, N. T. 

W e have received a Pamphlet from C. H. Gardner, 

New York Agent of the Boston Milling and Manufac

turing "Company, on "Flour of • Unburned Bone." 

Also a sample of their Flour of Bone, which, from its 

remarkable and uniform fineness must prove a valu

able fertilizer. It is highly spoken of by those who 

have used it, and the testimonials front our leading 

men are of the highest character. This pamphlet con

tains analysis, testimonials and directions for use, and 

is sent free of charge to all applicants, and we would 

advise our readers to send for a copy and read for them

selves. Since writing the above we havo received ad

vertisements and handbill advertisement of BriggB & 

Bro., who have the exclusive, sale of the Bone Flour in 

Western New York and Canada West. The Company 

could not have placed this agency in better hands' than 

Briggs & Bro. They have become widely and favora

bly known to farmers through their extensive business 

as seedsmen. 

From A. M. Purdy—" Descriptive and Retail Cat a-

loguo of Small Fruits, <fcc," for sale at the South 

Bend Nursery and Fruit Garden, South Bend, Ind., 

for the year 1866. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 101 

Our Exchanges. 

MOORE'S RURAL NEW YORKER. 

A n agricultural, literary, and family newspaper, pub

lished by D. D. T. Moore, Rochester, N. Y., with an 

able corps of editors and contributors, published 

weekly. The Rural holds its place among the best 

weekly agricultural papers. Mr. Moore is untiring in 

his energy, and publishes a good weekly. 

THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN: A weekly journal of Agricul
ture and Horticulture. Published by Luther Tucker, Albany, 

,- N. Y. 
Mr. Tucker is a pioneer publisher, having started the 

original Genesee Farmer in 1831, and The Country Gen

tleman, now edited and published by him, is one of our 

most valuable exchanges. 

SATURDAY EVENING POST. 

This old favorite of the public presents new attrac

tions continually, maintaining a high position as a fami

ly and literary paper. The price of the Post is $2.50 a 

year. Address H. Peterson & Co., 319 Walnut street, 

Philadelphia. 

THE RURAL AMERICAN. 

A somi-monthly journal of agriculture and horticul

ture, published by T. B. Miner, at Clinton, N. Y. On 

the 1st of January it came out in a new form and style, 

and is much improved in appearance. 

THE BOSTON CULTIVATOR. 

A weekly journal of agriculture and horticulture, 

published by Otis Brewer, assisted by an able corps of 

assistants. It also contains several columns of original 

family and literary news. 

MASSACHUSETTS PLOWMAN.) 

Published weekly at Boston, Mass., by Geo. Noyes. 

THE MAINE FAEMER. 

Devoted to agriculture, literature and news, &c. 

Edited by N. T. True, J. A. Homan and S. L. Board-

man. Published weekly by Homan & Badger, Augusta, 

Maine. 

N E W ENGLAND FARMER. 

A family newspaper for the farm, field; and fireside. 

Published every Saturday, by R. P. Eaton & Co., Bos

ton, Mass. 

THE MARYLAND FARMER. 

A monthly magazine devoted to agriculture, horti

culture, &c. Published by S. S. Mills & Co., Balti

more, Md. 

SOUTHERN CULTIVATOR. 
A practical and scientific newspaper, published 

monthly, by William N. White, at Athens, Ga. 

THE NORTHERN FARMER. 

Devoted to agriculture, science, &e. By E. H. Jones 

& Bro, editors and proprietors, at Fond du Lac, Wis. 

Published monthly. 

THE NORTHWESTERN AGRICULTURIST. 

A weekly paper on agriculture and stock raising, by 

Carpenter & Co., Chicago, HI. 

T H E CANADA FARMER. 

Is an excellent semi-monthly paper, and is well con

ducted. Published by George Brown, publisher and 

proprietor, Toronto, C. TV. 

THE OHIO CULTIVATOR. 

A monthly journal for the farm. By S. D. Harris, 

Cleveland, 0. 

THE GERMANTOWN TELEGRAPH. 
A miscellaneous, family, and agricultural paper pub

lished by P. R. Freas, at Germantown, Penn. The 

agricultural department, is full of valuable information. 
THE MIRROR & FARMER. 

Published weekly, by John B. Clark, editor and pro

prietor, Manchester, N. H." 

Cattle Disease. 

THE London Lancet has published a letter which may 

enable England to arrest this terrible plague without 

violent legislation. Dr. Murchison believes, and the 

Lancet endorses the belief, that rinderpest is virulent 

small-pox, shows that all the symptoms are identical, 

spspects that herds which have had the cow pox are 

exempt, and suggests the vaccination of all cattle. 

The cause of the excessive mortality,so greatly exceed

ing the average among human subjects, is the thickness 

of the hide, which prevents the pustules appearing, 

and with the ignorance of veterinary surgeons, delayed 

the recognition of the disease. 

The number of cases has now reached over 12,000 

In Holland it is also increasiRg. 

THE MARKETS. 
ROOHESTEK, Feb. 28,1866. 

FLOUR—White Wleat, $12@$13. Red, $10@$10.50. Extra 
State, $7.25@T.50. 
GRAIN—White Wheat, $2.15@$2.40. Red do., $2.08@$2.12#. 
CORN—55c. 
BARLEY—80c 
OATS-^Oc. 
EYE—75c. 
PROVISIONS—Dressed hogs, ail.50©12.50. Butter, 80c®85. 

Eggs,83e@35c. Chickens, 17c@20c. Turkeys, 20c@22c. Ducks, 
15c. Lard, 18c@19c. 

, N E W Y O R K , Feb. 23. 

FLOUR—Sales at $6.60@$7.80 for Superfine Stato. $7.16@T.70 
for extra State. $7.65@$8 for choice State. $6.55@$7.80 for 
Superfine. Western, $7.85©8.10 for common -to mcfllum. Extra 
Western, $8.10@$8.50 for Extra Round Hoop Ohio. Canada 
flour dull at $7.50@8.16 for common; $8.20@$10.50.for good to 
choice Extra. 
GRAIN—White Canada Wheat sold at $2.50; now amber State, 

$2.40; tfew No. 1 Milwaukee. $1.67. Rye, 78c@82c. Barley, 90c. 
Corn, 71c@T8c. Oats, 88c@54. 
PROVISIONS—Dressed hogs, 12%c@18o. Pork, $28@$28.ST 

for new mess. Lard, 17c@18%c Butter, 22c@85o for Ohio. 82c 
®45 for State cheeBe; 16c@22c for common to prime. 

CHICAGO, Feb. 28. 

GRAIN-Wheat active, and advanoed sales at $1.20X@*l-ol for 
No. 1, and 7Sc@80c for No. 2. Corn dull. 
PROVISIONS—Mess pork—sales at $26.50@26.75. Lard, 17tf 

@ 1 7 X DresBed hogs, $11@11.25. 
BUFFALO, Feb. 28. 

FLOUR—White Canada, $10; for common to ordinary spring, 
$7.75@8.25 for Red winter, 9@9.50. 
GRAIN—Canada white, $2. No. 1 Milwaukee spring, $1.28® 

$1 25 for No. 2. Chicago Bpring, $1.62. Corn, 62c@66c. Oats, 88 
<a46c Barley, $1.08@$1.06 for Canada, and 95c@98o for State. 
Eye, 80c. Peas, 85c@90. Beans held at $1.00@$1.50. 
PROVISIONS—Dressed hogs, $11.30©$11.50. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
R A T E S on1 ADVEETIBING—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a lino per 
month; one column, each insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver
tisements and cuts inserted at the same rates. Special notices. 
50 cents a line. 

O n A A B A B E L L A GBAPE VINES—also Isra-
O A) U U clla, Iona, and Adirondack. JTor̂ salô by 

W. H, ADAM:), 
Rochester, N. Y. 
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THE KEOZBE FILTER 
I has been used many years throughout the United 
States, and its merit fully established as posses-
iug every PRACTICAL and SOIBNTIWO arrangement 
for the objects desired, namely, rendering the 
most impure Bain, River, or Hydrant water free 
from all 'organic matters, gases, color, taste of 

| smell. 
They tare .portable, durable and convenient, not 

I liable to get out of order, and can be transported 
any distance in safety. 

Address, KEDZIE & BU1TOEL, 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Descriptive ciroulars sent free. mh-tf 

$50. LOCAL AND $150. 

TRAVELING AGENTS WANTED. 

EMPLOYMENT AT A LIBERAL SALARY. 

T H E FRANEXIK SEWING MACHINE COMPANY 
want a limited number of active agents to travel and soli

cit orders for Machines, at a Balary of 

TO $150 PEE MOUTH AND EXPENSES. 

No Humbug Concern. 

Permanent employment given to the right kind of Agents. 

Local Agents allowed a very liberal commission. 

MACHINES NOT EXCELLED BY ANT OTHER IN 

THE MARKET, and 

WARRANTED FOR ONE YEAR. 

Cheaper than any other, and More Practical. 

COMPETITION DEFIED. 

0 F * For Circulars, Terms, Conditions, Book of Instructions, 

and specimen Machine, address, with stamp for return postage, 

Franklin Sewing Machine Company, 
B o x 303, Post Office, 

mh-tf Boston, Mass. 

CHOLERA! 
I T IS T H E OPINION O F O U R M O S T E M I N E N T ' P H Y S I -

clans that this fearful scourge will visit our country during 
tho coming summer. It Is therefore necessary that all should bo 
prepared for it. For $1.00 I will send to any address a recipe 
with full instructions guaranteed to be a certain protection 
against cholera. It has lieen thoroughly tested *nd found to bo 
trustworthy. I will also send with the reolpe tho latest and 

' most approved method of treating cholera. .-. > • 
Address, G. A. B Y R N 8 , M. D., 

Cooperstown, 
Brown County, 

nm-St i Illinois. 

FLOWER AND VEGETABLE SEEDS. 

VICK'S ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF 
SEEDS. 

FLORAL GUIDE FOR 1866. 

18 N O W PUBLISHED, AND CONTAINS A FULL 

DESCRIPTION OF THE CHOICEST FLORAL 

TREASURES OF. THE WORLD, 

AND THE BEST VEGETABLES, WITH PLADr 

DIRECTIONS FOE CTJLTTJHE. 

Illustrated with a Colored Bouquetteand 

Fifty Wood Engravings, 

OF THE NEWEST AND BEST FLOWERS, AND CONTAINING ABOUT 

Seventy Pages. 

f W * Sent to all who apply, enclosing Ten Cents, which is not 

half the cost. 

Flowers from seeds sold by me, obtained the first prizes at the 

principal State Fairs, and hundreds of County Fairs, -the past 

summer. 

Address, 

jan-tf 

J-AMES TICK, 
Bochester, PC. Y. 

P URE BRED POULTRY. 
Eggs for Hatching, for ©ale. 

WHITE FACE BLACK SPANISH, PYLE CAME, BLACK 
RED GAME, GRET DORKINGS, and BRAMA 

P00TRAS, 

Each $7 to $10 per pair; $10 to $15 per trio, 

according to age and size. 

Fresh Eggs from any or all the above, $3 per dozen) two 
dozen, $5 ; five dozen, $10.—Carefully packed and 

sent in their turn. 

Bend stamp for circular. 

Address, E. A. WENDELL, 

mh-tf Albany, N. T. 

CHEAP POULTRY BOOK. 
TUB AMATEUR'S POULTRY GUIDE— By E. 

A. Wendell. " The American Poultry Fanoior." N o w in 
preBS and will soon be issnedfor the low price of 60 oents. Send 
your order and stamp for circular. Address, 

E. A. WENDELL, 
Albany N. T. 

E & ™ All kinds of Poultry, Pigeons and Rabbits for salo. Senfl 
stamp for circular. mh-tf 
B R O O M S E E D ! — T W O HUNDRED BUSHELS for 

sale, at M O B C O W , LivlngBton County, N . Y., by JOIIN 
S H E L D O N , a breeder of pure Wood Spanish Merino Sheep, mh-lt 
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TO FARMERS, MARKET GARDENERS, 
VINEYABDISTS, OEOHAEDISTS, PLOBISTS, 

NURSERYMEN, SMALL FRUIT, AND STOCK 

GROWERS. 

F A R M FOR SALE.—ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-
T W O A C R E S , in York,., Livingston County, N. Y. Build

ings, fruit, and water abundant. Near Post Office, canal, railroad 
and school. Twenty acres in wheat, and eighty mostly clover, 
on the farm At the low1 price of $8,000. Terms easy. Inquire 
Boon. Address, 

JOHN SHELDON, 
Moscow, 

mh-lt Livingston County, N. Y. 

PURE 
FLOUR OF 
The Safest, Most Convenient, Cheapest, 
and Tery Best Manure 
FOR ALL AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES. 

JWCanufacttired. only "by "tiie 

BOSTON MILLING AND MANUFACTURING 

COMPANY -
C. H. GARDNER, General Agent, 16 Cortland St., N. Y. 
They received , . 
The Silver Medal at the Fair of The American Institute, 
N e w York, for their pure flour of Unbumed Bone, as a superior 

fertilizer and for feeding cattle, 

STATE ST., ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, 
Have the • 

Exclusive Bight to Sell this Article, wholesale & retail, 
In Canada "West, Michigan and all that part of the State of N e w 
York, lying west of the Hudson River, excepting the counties of 
Albany Schenectady and Saratoga. 
The B. M. & M. Co., being composed of men of the highest mer

cantile standing, and the patentees and sole owners of the only 
machinery by which Flour of Bone can be made, i to them 
the exclusive control of its manufacture. These facts are of the' 
highest importance to the community, and the very best guar
antee of the purity of their Flour of Bone, which will always be 
put up in tight barrels, and branded with iô ir trade mark— 
which purchasers will do well to observe in order to avoid buy
ing a spurious and worthless imitation. The 'Bone from which 
this Flour is made is warranted unbumed, and %o contain all the 
gluten and organic matter pertaining to Unbumed Bone. 
For the accommodation of Amateurs, Lady Gardeners, Flor

ists, &c., the Flour of Bone will be neatly pufcup, and- labeled 
with their trade mark, in packages of 5,10, 25, 80, and 100 tts., 
and sent by, Express to all orders sent direct to 

BRIGGS & BRO., 
Rochester, N. V. 

| 3 f Pamphlets containing analysis, testimonials and direc
tions for use, sent free to all applicants. mh-tf 

©FltllVG OAItI>ElV S E E D S , 

J. M. Thorburn & Co.'s 

DES0BITTIVE PRICED CATALOGUE, E0E 
1866. 
Mailed to all applicants. 

f^~S. B.—New Pear seed by mail, at $4.00 per pound. 

J. M. THORBURN & CO., 
mh-lt 15 John street, New York. 

(flH E U R O P E A N P O C K E T T I M E K E E P E R . 
• tip J- A wonderful novelty, correctly constructed on the most 
approved scientific principles. Warranted to denote solar time 
with absolute certainty and the utmostbrecision; tore truthful 
than any watch or clock in existence. Price, with fancy dials, In 

•• gold or eilvor gilt «a#e, $1.00-eaob, post paidi Satisfaction guar-
ftnteed or money refunded. Circulars sent free.. . 

tST° The public arc cautioned against a worthless Imitation. 
i , • Address, • J U L L U S IMBING*. , ,. ,, 

mh-jjt . . . Boufcawfok,Mass. 

GREGORY'S SEED CIRCULAR. 
S E N T G R A T I S T O ALL, — A s the original introducer 

of the Hubbard Squash, Marblehead Mammoth Cabbage, 
and other choice vegetables, I Invite the patronage" of the public 

JAMES H. GEEGOEY, 
mh-2t Marblohead, Mass. 

VEMEER FRUIT BASKET 
Beecher'sPatent, May 31, 1SG4,. 
FOE convenience in picking Small Fruits, and for their' safe 

transportation to market, and beauty of arrangement when 
on sale, the 

VENEER EUXJIT BASKET 
has no equaL The Horticultural Exhibition of the American 

Institute, held at Cooper Union last season, awarded tho 

FffiST AND ONLY PRIZE! 
TO THESE BASKETS, and our most experienced Fruit raisers 

and dealers, give them the 

PREFERENCE OVER ANY OTHER BASKET IN MARKET, 

Sold by the trade generally, and by the Manufacturers. 

A. B E E C H E E & SONS, 
Westville, Conn. 

EsF" Send Stamp for Circular. Feb-8t. 

L N 8 U B E I N T H E B E S T . 
THE UNION MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 

C O M P A N Y , Boston, Mass. Second to none. No forfeiture 
of policies. No litigation of claims. Henry Crocker, President: 
W . H. Hollister, Secretary. 

AsBets Jl,350,100 
Losses paid to date 900,000 
Dividends 600,000 

This' Company is one of the 

Oldest, Safest and Best, Life Insurance Companies in the 
United States I 
The security of its investments and the economy of its cenoral 
management have successfully commended it to .the confidence 
of the public, and made 

THE HISTOEY OF ITS PAST ITS PROMISE FOE THE 

FUTURE. 
It issues all the ordinary forms of policies, and has some plans 
of insuring, ORIGINAL W I T H ITSELF, to "which public attention is 

invited. ...... „ 
It is purely mutual; all the profits are divided annually among 

the insured. . 
Call before insuring elsewhere. 
Examination Is invited. 

15 G E O R G E N. R E Y N O L D S , General Agent, 
Office, 88 Arcade, Rochester. 

PoBt Office Address—Box 625. 
W 8. Campbell, Alfred Eobb and Geo. Schnarr, Agents. 

Feb.-18m. 

rpiIE MOTHER'S JOURNAL. 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE! 
For Mothers and the Household. 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF PER YEAR! 
AGENTS "W\A.ISrTE:t> 

In every Church, Town and Village,)© se<kre„subscribers. Rfe^pt 

all letters to '' M O T H E R . J O U B N A L ' 

Feb'yt£ 498 Broadwoy, N o w York. < 
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PREMIOSiS-LBBERaL OFFER! 
A HANDSOME PRESENT 

TO EVEEY SUBSCEIBER TO 

THE AMERICAN FARMER—AT $1.00, 
Or in Clubs of Ten and upwards, at Eighty Cents each. We will 

send a beautiful engraving of the late 

PRESIDENT LINCOLN AND SON 
" at home.'1* This is a splendid offer, and we congratulate our

selves on .having secured this valuable prize for our subscribers. 

PREMIUMS!i N E W I S H 
TO AGENTS!5!! 
To any one who will send us Seventy-five Subscribers, 
at $1.00 each—or 1 2 5 5 at 75 cents each, we will send one of tbe 

Franklin Sewing Machine, 
worth $80.00, by Express. 

W e will send a copy of 

Scribner's Ready Reckoner, 
and Log Book, to every Agent who will send us F i v e S u b 

scribers, at 80 cents each. 

W o will send a copy of 

Miner's Domestic Poultry Book, 
to every Agent who will send us E i g h t Subscribers, at 

16 cents. 

W e will Bend a free copy of 

The American Farmer, 
and either of the above books to every Agent who will send us 

T e n Subscribers, at our lowest club rates of Seventy-Five 

Cents each. 

W e will send a beautiful 

Steel Engraving of Lieut. Gen. Grant, 
to every Agent, who will send us Sixteen Subscribers, at 

eur lowest club rates of Seventy-five Cents each. 

W e will Bend a beautiul 

Engraving of President Lincoln, and also 
of Gen. Crant 

to every Agent who will send us T w e n t y - f o u r Subscri

bers. 
Our object in offering the above liberal Premiums is to creato a 

largo circulation for T H E A M E E I C A N F A E M E E , which we 

desire to introduce into every town and village in the country. 

W e send the paper to any address. Additions to clubs can be 

made at any time. 

Subscription money may be forwarded by mail, at m y risk 

wltiout being registered. AddresB, 

J O H N T U R N E R , 
IMiblislxer a n d P r o p r i e t o r , 

A m e r i c a n E a r m e r , 

. R o c h e s t e r , N . "ST. 

THE GREAT REBELLION. 
O E , THE CIVIL W A E IN THE UNITED STATES. A 

complete record of the whole contest, by Hon. ,1. 1. 
Headley, author of Napoleon and His Marshals, Washington and 
His Generals, &c, &c. 1,200 pages royal octavo, and 80 steel 
engravings. Complete in one volume, and the same in two vol
umes. Ready in March.' Also the Photograph Album Family 
Bible. The most complete ever published. 
Aeents wanted in every t6wn in Monroe county, to canvassfor 

these works. Address, L. H. D E N 1 B O N . 
62 Buffalo stairs, (3d floor), 

Rochester, N. Y. 

10,000 MANETTA EOSE 0ITTTLMS. 
i^lTJT ten to twelve inches long, $5.00 per 1,000. . 

AXSO, 25,000 ANGER'S QITINCE STOCKS. 

jan-tf SALTER & ANTHONY, Eochester, N. T. 

CONTENTS OF THIS N U M B E R . 

AGRICULTUEE. 

The Farmer as a Manufacturer .' 
Our Walks and Talks 
Sorghum' Culture : 
Seasonable suggestions for the Month 
Farm Talk 
Notes for the Month, by "8. W," ;.•,•••-•„ .-• • 
Our Eastern Letter.1 '. '.'• -
The best Substitutes for Hay for Feeding Cattle, &c, in 
winder -

Stock Growing and Tillage 
Timber Measurement 
H o w V e farm it in the GeneBee country 
Too Much Land 
Hop Culture .". 
Death of Prof. Mapes .' 
Description of the Queen Bee 
Ohio State Dairymans1 Convention 
Spirit of the Agricultural Press 

Ayrshire and Jersey Cows 
Mashes for Horses 
Ostriches 
Loss of Cattle in England 
Boots and Stock Eaising 
The Fourth Stomach 
Product of a Jursey Cow 
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Soil for tbe Grape , 
Dry earth as a deodorizer for Poultry Houses 
Fattening Cattle _. 
Sheep in Orchards ' 
Apples, for Domestic Animals 

nOETTOTJITIIEE. 
Fruit Growers' Society of "Western N e w York-..--
Planting an Orchard 
Our Kansas Letter 
Hot Bod and Cold Frames 
W h e n does New Bark Form ? LADLES DEPAKTME.NT. 

Attention to Collars. 
Domestio Beelpes... 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Rising Generation JJ 
Inches in a Bushel ; 96 
Planting and Digging at once »*> 
Lost Sheep »o 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 

Talk with the Young Folks -JJ 
Picking up Thoughts .' JJ 
Tho Hoary Head & 

Liberal Offer j™ 
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N. Y. Cheese Makers1 Association »J 
American Pomological Society 9B 
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Inquiries and Answers «{jj 
Literary Notices 1 ™ 
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The Markets....".'."!"!.*.*.!.; 101 
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Hop Trellis 88 
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THE AMERICAN FARMER. 
A H0XTHLY JOURNAL OF 

AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. 
ILLUBTRATEO WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS OF 

Farm Buildings, Animals, Implements, Fruits, &c. 

Volume One, for 1866. 

One Dollar a Year, in Advance. 
Five Copies for $4.00 ; Eight Copies for $6.00; and any larger 

number at the same rate. 
E5F~AU subscriptions to commence with the year, and the 

entire volume supplied to all subscribers. 
[^"Postmasters, Farmers, and all friends of improvement 

are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscriptions. 
Specimen numbers sent to all applicants. 
Subscription money, if properly enclosed, may be sent at the 

risk of the-publisher. Address, 

JOHN TCRNKB, 
Publisher and Proprietor, Rodiester, N. Y. 

RAISING CALVES. 

WE propose to offer a few remarks upon a familiar 
subject, not with the expectation of teaching the 
readers of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R anything new 
in regard to the matter, but simply to tell how we 
are in the habit of doing it, and let us premise by 
Baying that w e have particular reference to economy 
and the " make it pay" principle, in our method of 
rearing, the object being to raise good animals, but 
Hot overgrown ones. 

First, then, the calf. These w e would have come 
in March—last of February is better, though the 
first half of April will do, but not later. Calves 
which come in June and July are not fit to raise for 
stock, unless one is willing and able to expend extra 
labor, cost and petting in raising them. Suppose 
your calf is dropped the first of April: let it remain 
with the cow only long enough to thoroughly clean 
out the udder. This is necessary in order to put 
natural operations in proper motion. Remove it to 

a pen, and '* bring it up by hand," as the saying is. 
The first thing needed will be a trough. Make one 

of wood, four inches deep, and holding four or five 
quarts. Fasten this in one corner of the pen, or 
about the hight of the calf s breast, and turn in a 
quart or so of milk just drawn from the cow. Do 
not put any artificial teat in the trough, for that will 
learn them to suck, as the object is to learn them to 
drink, Turn in the warm milk, and putting the 

finger in the calf s mouth, placefts noseto the trough 
and in contact with the milk. You will not proba
bly succeed in making it drink the first morning, 
nor perhaps at night, at the next milking, nor even 
the next morning—but continue trying, using warm 
milk at each time, and at the end of two days at 
most, after much bleating, they will " take hold" 
and drink nicely. After that, there is no more trou
ble, except to turn the milk, &c., into the trough. 
They will sometimes drink at the first trial; if not, 
always at the second or third. 

After they fairly commence drinking, give them a 
quart of warm " fore-milk" at each milking, and 
also two or three quarts of skim milk warmed, 
feeding a portion of the latter at noon. Continue 
the new milk until they are four weeks old, when 
they will commence eating hay, and the skimmed 
milk warmed, with a little flour or oatmeal mixed 
in, fed three times a day, will be sufiicient. At eight 
weeks old, feed twice a day with the milk, giving 
plenty of nice hay, and by the first of June they will 
be ready to turn away to pasture. They should 
have been taught to drink water, which can be done 

leisurely, by giving it to them, or driving them 
taBlre-watering trough a few times. They should 
be furnished from thê tiBiê Jhey are a week old with 
a lot of sweot, nice hay, as often as required, and 
by the time they are three months old, they will eat 
it like an ox, and will not forget it, but eat it again 
readily when they are housed in the fall, which is 
not always the case with a late calf. It is always 
well to give them a little milk or sour milk of some 
kind for a few days after they are turned to pasture; 

but they will generally refuse it at the end of a weak 

or ten days. 

Calves raised in this manner and weaned on hay, 
aTe of good size, and in fact at housing time in the 
fall, are worth about as much as small yearlings. 
They should be well fed the first winter, with good 
hay and an occasional feed of roots. If they are 

steers, they will be tough and hardy, and the boys 
can yoke and team them some ; and if heifers they 

will be of good size, forward, and more likely to 

" come in" at two years old.' 
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SPRING. 

FARMERS, spring is upon us. Have you got all 

things ready ? W e will throw out a few suggestions 

to you, and the first is to sow some clover seed on 

that wheat field. This month is a good time to do 

it. Never mind if the snow is not gone. Spread it 

on the snow, and the latter will carry it below the 

surface of the ground when it melts. If you will 

add a bushel of plaster to the acre, you will receive 

great benefit therefrom. H o w about your fences, 

are they in good order? If not, go to wOfk, at 

once, while the ground is too wet to plow, and 

straighten up and put them in order. Examine 

every board andnail. Are there any that are loose ? 

Repair them, and each succeeding year, first thing 

in th'e spring, go over them in the same way. As 

soon as the ground begins to get dry, go over the 

meadows and pick off all the large stones so that the 

mower may not get broken. Rolling the field well 

now, will be a great help at mowing time, as the 

mower likes a nice, smooth surface. One stone left 

in the field, may cost you ten or fifteen dollars, and 

stop your work for a whole day. So you see you 

will lose time and money. On rainy dayB attend to 

your plows, Teapers, and mowers, stables, pig pens, 

hen coops, and get all your tools in order. You 

can better spare the time now than a month or six 

weeks hence. Get all the seed you want ready at 

the house, or better still; have a room specially for 

this purpose, near the barn; and be sure and keep a 

strict account of what each costs, and your expenses 

for labor, and in the quiet winter evenings of next 

winter, compare your accounts and see how they 

stand. Shall it be profit or loss? 

To those of our readers who are just conmehcing, 

the following essentials to profitable farming, taken 

from " Rural Affairs," will be found useful: 

Buy no more land than there is capital enough 

to pay for, with one-third more surplus—for a small 

farm, free from debt, with plenty of means to stock 

it, enrich it, and carry on its work, will yield more 

than a larger one, encumbered with debt, conducted 

feebly in every part; with bad fences, poor implements 

bony animals, weedy fields, and thin crops. 

Lay out the fields in best order—BO as to admit a 

systematic rotation, and to give ready access to every 

, field at all times without passing through other 

fields. 

Provide good fences and necesBary gates—and val

uable time will not be lost in driving out intruding 

animals, nor crops lost by their depredations. 

Furnish good farm buildings, to secure properly 

the crops, and to afford shelter to animals. 

W e c t the best animals and the best implements 

that can be secured for a reasonable price. 

Bring the soil into good condition by manuring 

and draining, and keep it so by a judicious totetion. 

Effect a clear and systematic arrangement of all 

the work, so that there shall be no clashing or con

fusion. 

Employ diligence and energy, and adopt careful 

management. 

[HARROWING WHEAT. 

WRITTEN FOB THK AMERICAN FARMER, BY "E. H.," MUMFOBB, N. T. 

HARROWING of wheat in the spring has not been 

much practiced by farmers in this country, while in 

England it is harrowed or hoed. If it is favorably 

practiced there, why will it not pay here ? Some 

that have tested if here have given favorable re

ports. Some say it will give one-fourth more when 

it is well harrowed- as early in the spring as the 

ground is dry, W e have frequently done so and 

concluded that it well paid. Some object and say it 

is tearing the wheat too much. Where wheat is 

sown with the drill, very few plants will be de-

stroyed, if it is harrowed lengthwise of the drills. 

If the wheat is sown broad cast, very few plants will 

be drawn from the ground. 

Another advantage in harrowing is that the clover 

seed will take much better. The way we have pur

sued is to take a thirty-tooth square harrow, not a 

heavy one. Go over the field, on common mellow 

soil, once and a half lap of the harrow. If it is a 

clay loam soil, give a whole lap of the harrow. In 

so doing, the ground must be well broken, and in a 

few days the wheat will show where the harrow has 

been. If harrowing will give one bushel more to 

the acre, it will well pay for the time. If any one 

doubts1 the advantage of harrowing wheat, let them 

harrow in one or more acres, and set off the same 

amount not harrowed, and when he comes to harvest 

and thresh the two lots he will find it has well paid 

for the harrowing; and he will find his clover to 

more than pay. W e , as farmers, go on the guess 

principle too much, and are willing to do as our 

neighbors are doing. W e want more tests to Bee 

which is the best. If one plowing is better than 

three, then something is saved. To come at the fact 

of the matter, two plots of ground in the same con

dition should be selected and fairly tested, and the 

results'given. If so done, we should have facts to 

govern us, instead of mere guess work. 

K E E P a record of your farm operations, of what 

you do each day; especially note the time you begin 

to plow, plant, &c, the early and late frosts, and of 

the ripening and harvesting of grain. Such a 

record may be pleasant to refer to in future years. 

Keep your accounts. Be able to tell at the end of 

the year how much money you have received, how 

much you have paid out, and how you stand with 

the world. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. . 107 

THE INDIAN CETONIA. 

THE accompanying cut is of the Indian Cetonia, a 

native of North America, and is one L i ^ B 

of the earliest beetles which the .-Jljffesav 

naturalist finds in the spring. They^ 

are generally found in the months of 

April and May, flying like bumble- 1 H L 

bees, for short distances at a time, >r^$| 

and alighting in the sand. Coming Cetonia Inda. 

as they do so early in the spring, they 

are welcome messengers of a warmer temperature. 

W e find the following reference to this insect in 

" The Life of North American Insects" :— 

" Several years ago I made an excursion on the 

first day of May with a young gentleman from Ger

many, an enthusiastic amateur in Entomology and 

Natural History generally, like most of the students 

of the old country. All at once he stopped, bent 

down to the ground, and picked up one of these little 

Cetonias, and, holding it up in his hand, he exclaimed 

in ecstacy, as if addressing the dearest object of his 

heart: 
" * Der erste Tag im Monat May 
1st mir der glucklichste von alien, 
Dlch Bah ich, und gcstand dir fret 
Am ersteu Tag lm Monat May, 
Doss dir mein Herz gcwogen set 
Hat meln Ocetandniss dir gefallen, 
So 1st der erste Tag im Monat May, 
Fur mlch der glucklichste von alien.1 

Which translated, reads:' The first day of the month 

of May is the happiest day of all to me. 'Twas on 

•that day I first beheld thee and m y heart confessed 

m e thine. If m y confession pleases thee, then ever 

will the first day of the month of May be the 

happiest of all the days to me.' 

" This little insect is about half an inch long, and 

feeds upon the pollen of the stamens of flowers—it 

sucks also the sap of trees, principally that of wil

lows, and deposits its eggs at the side of roads, or in 

places where garden weeds are heaped up, and in 

decayed wood Its larvae feed on different kinds of 

roots. Reasoning from analogy witli the nature of 

others or species of Cetonia, I should conclude that 

the larvae of this beetle continue in that condition 

upward of three years before they become perfect 

beetles." ^ ^ 

LABGE PIGS.—A subscriber in Iowa writes us 

that he killed two pigs, fourteen months old, that 

weighed nine hundred and ten pounds. And asks 

ean any one beat that 1 

WEIQIIT OF BUTTER.—Crocks or firkins of well 

worked packed butter contain about nine pounds 

for each gallon capacity. 

G O E T H E has well said: " Age makes us tolerant. 

I rarely see a fault which I myself did not commit." 

AGRICULTURAL INDEPENDENCE. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BT "8UBN0.W 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Have you seen in your life—have 

you heard reliably—of such a phenomenon as a salt 

water farmer? There are such human " What-is-

its" extant—very rare animals though! Four in all 

these United States, that I happen to know: one of 

them, " Yours respectfully." 

Now, sirs, what I want to begin to say first is, 

that if that new clipper agricultural craft of yours, 

continues to carry as taut sail, and hold her luff as 

bravely as she has done these three months past, 

there will be no lack of first-class agricultural, prac

tical and scientific volunteers to fill every possible 

position on your quarter deck, where the duty 

required will be a speciality of any sort, and there

fore I beg permission to ship as a sort of amphibia— 

an agricultural vidette, if you please; generalizing 

always, making a speciality of nothing, pitching in 

here and there, and any material pitched in that 

may not suit your craft, why, it is easily pitched 

overboard, you know ; and there is no harm done. 

It is masters of ships, usually—not forecastle jacks, 

that make speeches at getting under weigh. But 

the Javanese mariners have a practice of declaring 

their good intentions when they first join a ship. I 

have been in Java. You will understand, very 

likely. I have a fancy for putting in a plea just 

here in favor of 

AGRICULTURAL INDEPENDENCE. 

Shipmates of the rural regions—male and female! 

men, boys, women and girls 1 Has it never occurred 

to you that individually and collectively, WE, of tho 

country yeomanry, are more dependent upon our 

fellow men than any other class of human beings in 

all this world ? No. Then yon do not look about 

you very widely or frequently. W h y , the whole 

country is living by and to an unreasonable extent 

upon us; and while a very large proportion of OUT 

fellow men draw their very life-wip from us by a 

sort of parasitic process, as the missel toe does from 

the oak, they at the same time hold us in bondage 

as absolute as ever was that of the Russian serf. 

And we—easy, good natured souls—kiss tho rod and 

bless with our toil, tho hand that smites us. Innocent 

lambs:— 
" Pleased to the last, ho crops the flowery food, 
And licks tbe hand just raised to shed his blood." 

Only we, being of longer suffering than the lamb 

Tlctim, line with dollars during our life-time—the 

pockets of our tyrants; in death, leaving our children 

still a legacy to theirs. 

It is the produce of our fields, the collective might 

of rural industry, that bisects, re-bisects and nets 

our country with iron roads, induces tho building 

of canals, manufactories, steam and sailing vessels, 
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furnishing them all with labor, for the performance 

of which we pay them rates always unreasonable, 

and frequently outrageous. It IB oftener at the 

expense of the producer than the consumer, that 

individual speculators and speculative corporations 

and combinations grew rich. Both are victimized, 

for the general tendency of all monopolies are very 

like those of a reciprocating two-edged blade, cut

ting both ways, but the fanner suffers most severely, 

for the reason that he is twice passed under the 

screws—first in the sale of the raw material, and 

secondly in buying back every manufactured fabric 

his necessities may require. Let us take as an 

example the article of wool. The farmer sells his 

wool in the fleece, say at sixty cents per pound. The 

material passes on an average always through three 

hands before it comes into that of the manufac 

turer, and after him through two more before it 

gets back into the country, in the shape of cloth, 

which the producer purchases, paying u, profit to 

six different individuals, who are all living, and lay

ing up incomes off of the producer. 

A h ! that writing of wool and cloth reminds m e 

that the farmer, in the way of cloths, may any day 

put on independence of wool buyers, brokers, manu

facturers, and merchants, so far as that article is 

concerned, or step into a position so near Independ

ence, that five profits on the raw material shall be 

saved to himself, and the clothing necessities of him

self and family be better served than he has ever 

had them from manufacturers and merchants. 

With one of Mendenhall's recently invented, self-

acting hand lpoms, occupying no more space than a 

grand piario,.almost as ornamental, fifty times more 

useful, the farmer, farmer's wife, or daughter twelve 

years old, without an hour's education, and no more 

ingenuity than the turning of a grindstone requires, 

can sit comfortably down in dining room or parlor, 

and weave out independence at the rate of from 

fifteen to thirty-five yards of cloth per day, according 

to the quality of fabric produced. On the same 

warp, and with but two minutes required to make 

the change, a variety of fabrics may be woven, as 

plain cloths, jeans, ribbed stuffs, twilled, satinets, 

and kerseys. Thus a lady may commence and weave 

Off a pattern of handsomer and better clo.th for 

her husband—a pair of pantaloons—than can be pur

chased for more than double the cost at which she 

has produced it. Then a fine coat pattern—another 

quick change of treddle—and she achieves a few 

yards of beautiful jeans for Frank and Fred.j then 

the material for cloak or coat for herself or Fanny, 

handsome and good enough for any woman to wear, 

and wind up with a bright, brilliant Balmoral pat. 

torn, more beautiful and .substantial than can be 

purchased *t any store in the country, and at less 

tlian half ifee cost. 

The achievement does not rest hero by a long 

way, as the loom will afford us cotton goods, diaper, 

toweling, blankets, linen, sheeting, and shirting, and 

carpets, all better and infinitely cheaper than we 

can buy them. 

That is the way m y wife is weaving out independ

ence, supplying every cloth fabric we require, at 

from seventy to one hundred per cent less cost than 

the same material of far inferior quality can be pur

chased for in this country. 

Thus may all farmers, farmers' wives and daugh

ters everywhere, weave out independence of all 

speculators and monopolizing manufacturers, des

cending nothing in dignity of social position, occu

pying all leisure hours, and beyond the home demand 

for cloth, putting dollars into their pockets equal to 

all the difference between their raw material and 

the store prices for manufactured fabrics. 

W h e n another step shall have been made towards 

domestic independence—when some clever inventor 

shall follow Mendenhall with an equally simple and 

efficient hand spinning jenny, (and they will do it 

very soon,) so that every woman and girl, from 

twelve years old and upward, in every rural home, 

shall be able to take the raw material in the rough, 

either wool, cotton, or flax, passing it by a process 

simple, pleasant and economical, into fabrics suited 

to their every requirement—then wo shall be uncon

ditionally free in this direction. 

I have no knowledge of Mr. Mendenhall, other 

than that he is the inventor of a machine that in 

its combinations of simplicity, durability, compact

ness, cheapness and efficiency, is by far the best 

friend that farmers, and farmers' families, have ever 

had in this world. I am not an agent of any manu

facturer or vendor of the domestic hand loom; but 

as an agent and advocate of universal rural inde

pendence, I shall advise so many farmers, and fann

ers' wives, as I can make hear me, to address A. B. 

Gates & Co., Philadelphia, for circulars, samples of 

cloth, and such other information as I have neither 

the inclination or ability to give. 

That cloth and hand loom broozo has headed me 

off seven points or so from m y original course; but 

if permitted by the commander of tho young 

" A M E R I C A N , " I shall continue to cruise in these 

home latitudes until I shall have traced out on our 

domestic charts several other courses and short cuts 

to agricultural and industrial independence. 

THIE majority consider science only when it is ft 

means of subsistence. They worship error itself, BO 

it but feeds them. 

To F I N D out an error is easy; to discover truth is 

difficult. As error is on the surface, but truth lies 

deep. 
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PARSNEPS. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY tftENv 

MESSRS. EDITORS :—Mr. J. H. Cortlabd has some 

Very good remarks, in T H E F A R M E R for February, 

page 60, m regard to growing and using parsneps, 

land asks, " Why should not farmers pay more atten

tion to it ?" H e also appears anxious to " draw out 

from farmers their ideas and experience in the 

matter." , 

In answer to this, I would say that I have raised 

more or less parsneps for fifteen or sixteen years. I 

first commenced growing them for table use, arid 

upon finding that they were easily raised, and often 

very high in market in the spring, enough seed was 

sown to have a few bushels to sell. This led to sow

ing them in drills, like other root crops. By taking 

this course I soon learned that parsnips could be 

grown nearly as cheap aa mangel-wurzel, or sugar 

beats ; full as cheap, if not cheaper than any kind 

of turnips that are usually sown in rows like ruta 

bagas; and cheaper than carrots. This being the 

case, and having often seen parsneps recommended 

for feeding stock, particularly cows and hogs, I kept 

on gradually increasing the amount grown, and 

experimenting in feeding them, until I became sat

isfied that they had no very decided advantages over 

other root crops which made it more profitable 

to raise them. So now I only .grow enough to be 

, sure, and have plenty for m y own use for the table ; 

and to give m y neighbors who do not grow parsnips. 

At the same time, if there are a few bushels left, 

they are always useful to feed. The results of m y 

experience in growing, keeping, and feeding par

sneps during this time may be given as follows: 

Parsneps. should have a good, rich, mellow soil, 

well prepared in the same manner as for other root 

crops. The distance apart of the rows should be 

the same as for turnips, or carrots. I prefer to have 

them at least two feet, and where farm help is scarce 

and high, and land comparatively cheap, I think it 

would pay to put them wider apart, say two and a 

quarter to two and a half feet. The roots will pro

bably be larger, and by doing most of the work with 

a horse, costs less per bushel. They should be sown 

rather early; but not before the ground is dry and 

warm, and in good condition for the seed to- grow, 

and come up before the weeds have much chance to 

get the start of the plants, as this saves not a little 

work at the first hoeing. They should be hoed as 

soon as they show the rough leaf, and if done before 

all the better. Parsneps have a larger, broader leaf 

than carrots; go it is much easier to see, and less 

work to hoe them the first time. If hoed out early, 

they will do a great deal better; while if left ten 

days to two weeks, it will be more work to hoe them 

the,first time, than it will to do all the hoeing they 

need, if it is done in season. Being troubled very 

little with insects, they grow and come forward 

much raster than carrots or turnips, making less work 

to tend them when small, while they much sooner 

get the start of the weeds. They make a much 

more rank and vigorous growth, and much sooner 

and more completely cover the ground than most 

other roots; thus requiring very little attention after 

they have fairly got to growing, and the leaves cover 

the ground. I have generally grown the Long 

Dutch to feed, but for table use prefer the Hollow 

Crown. 

As to harvesting, I find it more difficult to dig 

parsneps, than any other kind of roots. On m y soil, 

which is a rich, sandy loam, they run down so deep, 

that it takes a strong spade and hard work, to get 

them out whole ; that is, without breaking off and 

leaving a part in the ground. But, when once out 

of the ground they are very little trouble ; as, unless 

the ground is very wet they come out clean. Late-

in the fall, or in the spring, there are not enough 

tops left to make much trouble. All not wanted! to 

feed in the fall, or by the middle or last oi Decem

ber, should be left in the ground until spriajg, as 

they can be kept much cheaper and better, in the 

ground than in any other way. While- it, is;impor-

tant, in order to feed them to the best advantage, if 

there is more than can be fed in the. fall, or by the 

time mentioned, that the amount be so divided, that 

what is not fed in the fall, may be fed in a short 

time, say in four or five weeks in the spring. This 

I find necessary, because parsneps, on exposure to 

the air, wilt and dry up- much worse than any other 

kind of roots, rendering them flat and insipid, and. 

of much less value than when they were first dug-;. 

For this reason, bwt few bushels should be taken, 

up at a time, when feeding in the fall; leaving iine-

digging and storeing for winter, as late as it will 

answer. It is also best to dig but a few buskels at 

a time in the spring, until the ground has- to be 

cleared for other crops—though if left too late, say 

some time in- May, they may be injured by growing 

toe much. It is best to have them all dugs and fed 

out by the first to the tenth of May. 

M y experience in feeding parsneps;. though not 

conducted with sufficient care and minuteness to be, 

deemed conclusive, has been of a- character to show 

and lead to the following facts, and conclusions. I 

find that horses, cattle and hogs alt eat parsneps \rery 

readily. But.having gemeraUj? seen them recom

mended for cows and hog», and having usually 

found it more desirable, to feed parsneps to, them, 

they have generally had the most that I have- wised. 

For feeding sttstfthogs, I find them better than any 

other kind off roota They eat parsneps without 

any preparation or cooking, and appear to do better 

than oa any kind of turnips, ox tests. They also. 
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eat them as well, and appear to grow fester when 

fed on them, than on carrots or potatoes. 
Cows do well on parsneps, and there is no doubt 

that they increase the quantity of milk, and per

haps make it richer than it would be were the cows 

kept entirely on dry hay. But for making butter, 

when cows are kept on dry feed, I find there is a 

decided preference given to carrots in our small 

dairy department. For this reason, w e usually try 

to have plenty of carrots to feed, when our cows are 

kept on dry feed, -while making butter; while, as I 

have good corn land, I find it cheaper and^more con

venient to keep hogs on corn than on parsneps, or 

any other roots—consequently I have mostly given 

up growing parsneps to feed as before stated. 

SHORT STORIES. 

WRITTEN FOR THE 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Farmers like short stories. . May 
I tell some ? Spring has come. Seize time by the 

forelock. Fences should now all be seen and 

reviewed, and put into good repair. N o w is the time 
to graft apple and pear trees. Melt together half a 

pound of tallow, one pound of bees wax, and two 

pounds of rosin; work it in water into roHs, and 

you will have some first rate grafting wax. N o w is 

the time to apply all of the fresh manure on to the 
land intended for planting, and the compost to the 
garden. Plowing heavy soils when wet, does more 

injury than if the team were standing idle. Barley 
and oats should be sown as early as possible, when 

the ground is in good condition. The crop will be 

heavier than late sown. Look very sharp to the seeds 
to be sown or planted, that no foul seed be used. 

Put a spoonful of spirits of turpentine in the cavity 
on the head of all the old cows and oxen, thereby 
preventing their having the horn distemper, or hol

low horn'. N o w is the time to examine, the pork 

and beef, and if it is not all sweet and right, make 

it so immediately. N o w is the time to make the 

cellar clean and healthy, and avoid the cholera and 
other fatal diseases. Attend religious instruction 

regularly on Sundays, and have the children go to 

Sunday school. Seize time by the forelopk. " The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." 

NATIONAL WEALTH consists chiefly in the pro

ducts of industry, which furnish food and clothing; 

and their distribution constitutes the world's com
merce. 

JOHN J. THOMAS estimates there are 120,000 miles 

if road fence in N e w York, 38,500,000 rods, costing 
as many dollars. 

• • ; i — ' ^ > — — — . 

"rTfcB potato is a native*bf^duth America; 

OUR NEW JERSEY LETTER. 

WEITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY W . J. THOMPSON. 

By way of introduction, perhaps it might be as 
well to state in what part of this great country we 

are located. The township of Clark is in the south

ern part .of Union county, N e w Jersey. Our land is 

gradually rolling and well watered with several pure 

and never-failing streams. The soil does not vary 

much in its character, which is mostly a sandy loam, 

well adapted to the raising of grain, fruit, and vege

tables, of which I will speak at another time, though 

I must admit that there are some clay holes, which 

bear a strong resemblance in wet times to a mixture 

of glue and molasses; but by proper drainage and a 

good dose of lime—say one hundred bushels per 

acre—will produce very heavy crops of grass. Speak

ing of grass, let m e remark, that where our soil pos

sesses any degree of fertility, it takes possession with 

a foothold not easily eradicated, especially red top 
and white clover, which comes in natural as the 

timothy wears out, and makes a close thick sod, 

aflbrding the best of pasture for dairying purposes, 

accompanied with the pure water w e have been so 

bountifully supplied with by nature; but I am sorry 

to say that there is not one farmer out of ten that 

bestows the' care and attention to that remunerative 
branch of farming that he should, for when butter 
averages fifty cents per pound, as it has done here 

for some time back, and two hundred pounds can be 

made from a good cow in a season, there is no deny
ing that it is a paying business. 

Our proportion of wood land is limited—scarcely 
enough for ordinary purposes, and no fencing mate 
rial. That, w e have to procure from the mountains, • 

some five or six miles west of this place. Our mode 

of fencing is different from what is practised in some 

other States. Instead of the zigzag worm, w e have 

a strait and neat post and rail, requiring one 

post and four rails to the panel, or every twelve feet. 

The rails are sharpened at each end, and inserted in

to the posts, which have mortises cut in them about 

ten inches apart. The posts are set two feet in the 

ground, which makes a fence four feet high; and if 

properly set, that is, the posts well fastened and 

rails drove up tight, is sufficiently strong enough to 

confine any animal, except it be extra breachy, and 

the sooner such a beast is disposed of, the more pro

fit it will be to its owner and his neighbors. These 

fences will last on an average, thirty years, with 

occasionally straitening up, and one re-setting of 
new posts, one set of rails generally wearing out 

two sets of posts. The cost in the woods is twenty 

dollars per hundred, for posts, and sixteen dollars 

for rails, estimated to cost one dollar a panel when 

set.' In m y next, I will give you our system of rota
tion; and ibw* w e fariti, '• 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE HONEY BEE 
SOLVED. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY B. KISBY. 

THE Dzriezon theory of the honey bee was estab
lished by the German apiarons, some twelve or 
fifteen years ago, after being fully debated by the most 
eminent German naturalists, and apiarons, in which 
Prof. Sebolt took a very active part in trying to 
ascertain the cause of the production of the drone. 
After making a due research he came to the conclu
sion that the drone was brought into existence with
out the influence of the male bee, leaving the pro
duction of the drone and queen in mystery. I pro
pose to make the laws of the Author ot nature plain 
respecting the reproduction of the queen and drone. 
The theory herein set forth is based upon the laws 

of nature that govern honeybees, by careful experi
ments and closely observing the natural instinctive 
propensities of the honey bee. For many years I 
have become aware of the facts which are contained 
in the following theory, without first understanding 
some of the laws designed by the Author of nature 
in governing their various instinctive propensities 

and the singularity in the reproduction of their dif
ferent forms or sexes of bees. The practical opera
tion must be adapted to the wants of the honey bee 
at all seasons of the year, which is a proper subject 
of study for all who keep bees or contemplate keep-

^ ing them. Without acquiring such knowledge of 
honey beeB, no one should expect successfully and 
profitably to manage them. Some of the most emi
nent and scientific naturalists and entomologists, 
from the best natural evidence that they can obtain, 
gay that a certain class of the lower order of ani
mals and insects, the so-called females of which 

vivify their own progeny, or in other words, are 
natural and prolific hermaphrodite, of which the 
honey bee is of that class. See Dr. Dalton on Human 
Physiology, for 1864. Page 540-543—on hermaph

rodite plants, insects, and animals. 
The Creator has made all living things to possess 

organism. The life and organism are two distinct 
powers in nature, and it gives to bees just the organ
ism their different forms require for the repro

duction of their race, and for sustaining life. 
The queen bee possesses the male and female 

organs; or, in other words, is an hermaphrodite—con

sequently she can give life and organism for drone* 

only. 
The drone bee, from the best natural evidence, is 

believed to possess the power of transmitting organ
ism only to the queen, by mating with her and 

* transmitting to her spermatic the power of organisnj 

and not life, and the queen transmits the semen to 
the drone eggs, which changes them to workers; and 
that power ia transmitted br the workers.to the 

worker's larvae, which changes the organism of the 
workers to queens. 

The drone is not a fully organized male bee, and 
does not necessarily possess the power of giving life. 
That power is given to the queen only. 
The evidence from nature is that the queen bee 

possesses the male and female organism, and vivifies 
all of her eggs for drones, and is fully qualified by 

the drone to give organism to her worker progeny, 
and the workers can transmit a similar substance to 
the workers' lame, which changes them again to 
queens. The reader will see the wisdom of the 
Author of nature in causing the workers to destroy 
the drones when they have no further UBO for them, 
as the drone can not give life to the progeny. 
A colony of bees in the swarming season consists 

of three distinct forms or sexes of bees, They are 
first so made by the queen vivifying all her eggs for 

drones only. 

The drones mate with the queen, and she recsfres-
organism from them in her spermatic. She is then 
able to change her drone eggs to workers only, and 
the workers change the workers' larvae to queens •. 
only. The queen is larger, longer and handsomer;, 
and has one more ring or section than the workers > 
or drones, and she is not formed with sultablla icm-
plements to do the ordinary work of the colony; 

The drone bee has no implements for-work, and lis 
longer and thicker than the worker, and possessaav 
the ability of giving organism to the queen, and. 
gives the same to change her drone eggs to workers,. 
and the prolific worker is possessed with the ability-
of vivifying their own eggs that produce drones, 

only, ordinarily in theabsence of the queen, the nat
ural condition of a colony of bees. The queen is. 
the only fully qualified bee present that is capable 
of producing all the eggs a colony may require. 

The queen vivifies all of her eggs for drones only, 
and when young flies to mate with the drone on the 
sring, and she receives from the drone the power of 

organism in her spermatic sufficient for life, to trans

mit to her full grown drone eggs, which changes 
their organism to workers t>nly. The workers trans
mit that power to workers' larvae, to give organism 

to queens only. Itif posaihle that the drones leave 
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the power Of organism in the hive where workers 

can obtain it, or the workers secrete it in their 

glands, and give it off through their gullet to work

ers' larvae for queens. 

The evidence is conclusive that the drone progeny 

of the queen is vivified by herself, which is shown 

by the virgin queen and prolific worker both pos

sessing the male organs, for their drone progeny is 

identical with themselves. 

The evidence is also that the queen has to mate 

with the drone in order to receive in her spermatic 

(the power of organism to transmit to her drone 

eggs aB they pass out, which changes them to work

ers, by which change they can be hybridized. 

The evidence of the workers' larvae being organ

ized by the workers transmitting the organism left 

by the drones, is complete ; or the workers' secrete it 

and give it off through their gullet, which changes 

the workers larvje to queens, which is shown by the 

queen's becoming hybridized in their larvae state. 

REMARKS.—Since the above was received and put 

in type, we have heard with feelings of regret, and 

have the painful duty to record the death of our 

esteemed correspondent, E. Kirby, who died at his 

residence in Henrietta, on the 24th of February, 

aged 65 years. Mr. K. was a frequent correspondent 

of the old Genesee Farmer, and was one of the first 

to send in his contributions to T H E A M E R I C A N F A R 

M E R . His articles have alwayB been read with plea

sure. " Bees" have been his study for many years. 

The above communication contains an entirely new 

•theory to us, and one we had hoped would have 

been thoroughly discussed by him and others in our 

-columns. N o w that he is no more, we hope those 

•who have anything to say on this subject, will let 

.us hear from 'them, and follow up this new theory. 

Calm has his path been, long his years, 
Many his joys aud few his tears; 

And now tho cycles of his years are run, 
May heaven be his Immortal home. 

R E P O R T Y O U R S U C C E S S . — H o w much that is known 

by our successful farmers is never communicated. 

W e Bee fields of richest grain, excellent cattle, good 

fences, &c; farms that the mind singles out among 

inferior land, and is delighted at such prosperity, 

wondering how the improvement was brought 

about. W h o has not such farms in his mind's eye ? 

And yet those farms are unknown ; only the neigh

bors are benefitted by the example. Here is valu

able matter. W h y .not report the success—how it 

was brought .about—so that others may get the 

benefit? 
^ • i f i 

A S U B S C R I B E R in Minnesota writes us that he 

only cultivates five acres of land, and has supported 

his family, and paid $1,118 for hired help last season. 

W h o can beat this? W e can only account for his 

success by the fact that he takes twelve or fourteen 

agricultural papers, and reads them I 

RULES FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 
COWS. 

NEVER buy a cow of a dairyman, for if he is a 

good manager he will sell only his poor animals. 

To determine which cows are best for keeping, try 

their milk separately, and weigh their butter—for 

sometimes a cow may give much milk and little but

ter, and nice versa. 

Cows should run dry six weeks before calving—if 

milked closely toward calving, the calves will be 

poorer. 

A cow newly come in should not drink cold water 

in cold weather, but moderately warm slop. Calves 

intended for raising should be taken from the cow 

within a few days, and they will be less liable to 

suck when old. Feed them first with new milk for 

a time, then skim milk, then sour milk, taking care 

that all the changes are gradual, by adding only a 

portion first; and gradually a little meal. 

Calves well fed and taken care of, with a quart or 

two of meal daily in winter, will be double the size at 

two years they would have attained by common 

treatment. 

Heifers thus treated may come in at two years 

old, and will be better than neglected animals at 

three, and one year of feeding saved. 

Hearty eaters are desirable for cows, and they 

may usually be selected while calves. A dainty calf 

will be a dainty cow. 

Heifers should become accustomed to be freely 

handled before calving, and drawing the teats. 

They will then not be difficult to milk. Begin. 

gradually, and never startle them. 

In milking cows, divide the time as nearly as 

practicable between morning and evening, especially 

at time of early grass, that the udder may not suffer. 

Persons who milk should keep the nails cut short; 

animals are sometimes hurt with sharp nails, and 

are unjustly charged with restlessness. 

Old cows Bhould be fatted at fifteen years. The 

dairyman, therefore, who has fifteen cows, should 

raise a heifer calf every year to supply the vacancy; 

if the herd is thirty cows he should raise two 

calves, and so forth. 

Heifers dried up too early after calving, will 

always run dry about the same time in after years; 

therefore be careful to milk closely the first year, 

until about six weeks before calving. 

Spring cows should come in while they are yet 

fed on hay, and before they are turned to grass, 

which will be more likely to prevent caked bag and 

milk feyer.—Annual Register. 

I T is said " that the learning of a w o m a n is only 

a desperate substitute for a lost attraction." 
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RURAL COTTAGE HOMES. 

MESSRS. EDS.: We give you in the accom

panying sketch, a ground plan of a small 

story and a half cottage, which we expect to 

erect during the coining season, as a residence 

for our foreman. It is sent in response to 

your call for plans of cheap cottages." W e 

do not expect the cost to exceed fifteen hun

dred dollars. It will probably be built of 

concrete. 

It fronts south, with the bay-window look

ing east toward the village and public road. 

It will be observed that there are no doors 

on either the west side or north end, thereby 

saving much fuel during the winter. 

The main building is (L,) living room, and 

(P,) pantry, which is twenty feet square, and 

nine clear on the first floor, with high eaves 

so as to get a good room or two up stairs. 

The roof is pitched at forty-five degrees. In 

the large space up stairs there are two win

dows—one in each end. The front one is 

•placed over the space between the two lower ;C 

front windows and is to be a double window. '. 

The other window will be in the back end, 

over tho position marked (T,) but on account of 

the back roof can only consist of the upper half 

of a window. The back building containing (K,) 

kitchen, and (B,) bed-room, will be but seven and a 

half feet in the clear, with medium low eaves and a 

pitch of roof of twenty-five degrees. The direction 

of the comb of the roofs of front and back building 

is the same north and south. 

The back building is twelve by twenty feet, mak

ing the i entire gable fronting portion twenty by 

thirty-two feet. . 

The side building, (P,) parlor, is sixteen by four

teen and a half feet. Gable to the east. The 

arrangement of the upper story will readily suggest 

itself to those conversant with such matters. 

The cellar is to be under the main building. 

FOSTER <fc CLAEE. 
"West Newton, Westmoreland county, Pa. 

W e present the above plan of a cottage residence, 

Which we have received in response to our request 

in the February number, and hope to continue them 

from time to time. They should not be looked upon 

as perfect models of rural dwellings, but we think 

that they will be a great help to those who intend 

building. There are thousands of working men and 

farmers in this country who desire to give beauty 

and interest to their simple cottages, and we repeat 

that we shall be pleased to receive designs and 

will get the same engraved, of style and ground plans 

of neat, simple residences, in order to encourage a love 

for taste and ornament, and to give an air of some 

dignity to even the smallest dwelling.—EDB. 

Ground Plan. 
V—veranda, 5 # by 16 feet. H—hall, 8 by 9 feet. P—parlor, 

12X by 15 feet, two windows in front side, and bay window (a) in 

eastern or gable end. S—stairs, leading.to second story. Lr-

living room, 18 by 14 feet; two windows in front or gable end; 
on'west side, two closets, (o c), and fire-place; on north Bide bfcst 
position for bed. P—pantry, 4>£-byl2 feot, with window in 

west end, and cupboard, (i), in north-east corner, and pot closot 
below. Tho cupboard should open into both pantry and kitchon, 

the pot closet only into the kitchen. K—kitchen, 11 by 11 feet. 
(rf), door, opening to stairs descending to cellar. X—back porch. 

0—Position of stovo. S—position of sink. T—Position of 

table. B—bedroom, T by 11 feet. W—wash-house. TV H — W o o d -
house. C H—Ooal-houso. 

T R A I N I N G H O P S . — W e find the following refer

ence to the plan of training hops invented by F. W . 

Collins, of this city, in The Soutlt-Fastern Gagette^ 

Maidstone, Kent county, England: 

" The chief purpose for which this plan has beem 

introduced is to save the cost of poles, which every 

English planter finds to be a most serious item ini 

his yearly expenditure. But it is also claimed for itt 

that, owing to the freedom with which the fruit. 

branches hang from the strings, and their greater 

exposure to the air and sun, the hops ripen earlier, 

and are less liable to disease ; that the yield is greater 

and of better quality; that the labor of tonding and 

picking is less than on the long poles ; that there is 

much less danger of the hops being battered by high 

winds; and that they can be picked without cutting 

off the bine near the ground. This last is a very 

important consideration. Many hills literally bleed!. 

to death every year,- and„where this is not the case;, 

the bine is prevented from fulfilling its natural func

tion, in storing up sap to give it life ftnd;vigQrtha, 

following season." 
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IMPROVED STAMPS FOR MARKING 
SHEEP. 

NUMBERING and registering sheep, at shearing 
time, is of the first importance to the shepherd who 
desires to secure the uniform quality, or increase the 
average quantity of wool in his flocks. At the N e w 
York Sheep Fair, held in Canandaigua, we are 
informed that a large majority of sheep were num

bered with side marks. These sheep, being repre
sentatives from the best flocks in this and adjoining 

States, would seem to have received the approbation 
of that class who give the greatest attention to that 

branch of husbandry. Since the decline in wool 
and sheep, it is of greater importance to the farmer 
to keep only such sheep as sheer the best quality of 

wool, and of sufficient weight to make them profit
able. All the inferior sheep should be selected from 
the flock and sent to the shambles. This can not 
be done with any degree of certainty without num

bering and registering. The accompanying illus

tration shows two sheep numbered with the stamp 
invented by Mr. Todd, Jr., of Pultneyville, N. Y. 

The cut below shows one of a set of numerals. 
f T h e y are neatly made of iron, 

will last a life time, and are 
sent by express, charges paid, 

at a price within the reach of 

all. Of the plan of numbering 

and registering,Mr. Todd says: 

" At shearing time I carefully 

examine every sheep as to 

form, (before and after shear

ing), length of staple, quality 

of wool, weight of fleece, &c., all of which is noted 
for future reference; and there is no time when so 
thorough an examination can be made as at shear

ing. It is almost impossible to select from a flock 
of sheared sheep, without numbering and register
ing, such as should be disposed of, or kept for stock. 
Refer to the register, and you can readily select the 
ewes having the finest quality of wool, the longest 
staple, the heaviest fleeces, &c. Using such ewes for 
stock, as like begets like, it is evident a flock can be 
very rapidly improved. Sheep numbered as shown 
in the cut above, save much time at yeaning; as, 

for instance, No. 58 may refuse to own her lambs. 
If the sheep are in the field, the lamb.may be taken 
to the house, and at night, when the sheep are 
yarded, one can readily, select No. 58 from the flock. 
If a sheep is lame, drooping, or from any other cause 
requires special attention, it can at any time be 

selected from tho flock, though the flock may or shall 
consist of hundreds. The stamp represented by the 
above cut is probably the most convenient form in 
use. By holding the stamp handle precisely like a 
pen, a perfect impression is made, whether the wool 

is long or short. The size of the stamp is 8x inches." 

Mr. T. informs ns that he will send stamps, by 
express, (charges paid, to all parts of the country, 
except the Southern States,) at the following prices! 
one set of figures, $2.25; two do., $4.00; four do. 
$7.00; six do. $9.00. Initials 25 cents per set, 
additional. For further information relative to this 
improvement address A. Todd, Jr., Pultneyville, 

Wayne county, N. Y., who will send illustrated cir

cular containing full directions for numbering, 
registering, and composition to be used. See adver

tisement in this number. 

THE HOP LOUSE AND ITS REMEDY. 

WEITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY F. W. COLLINS. 

THE blight caused by the hop louse for the last 
two or three years in many parts of the country, 
has been felt by the hop growers in those sections 

which it has visited, to be a serious evil, and one 
which called for the serious attention and investiga

tions of scientific men. Evils which are understood 
can in almost every instance be alleviated, if not 

entirely remedied, and the evil of the hop louse 
forms no exception to the rule. The louse makes 
its appearance in tho month of July, and unless its 
ravages are arrested in a short time, it acquires so 

firm a hold upon the yard as to make its destruction 

a difficult task. 

It is thought by many that the louse m a y not 
return next season, owing to their sudden disappear

ance from places where they were most numerous 
last summer, beforo the time when the eggs to prop
agate the species for the ensuing year, wore laid. 
Their sudden disappearance was attributed to a 
highly charged electric condition of the atmosphere. 
Whether this supposition will prove correct remains 
to be seen. Meantime it is \jest to bo prepared for 
tho vermin if they should appear. Like other inju
rious insects, we shall be troubled with them until 
they are entirely destroyed by some means, when, 
probably for a number of Beosons we shall be free 
from their depredations. Like the weevil which 

destroyed the wheat, and the aphis which damaged 
the barley and oat crops some years ago, which has 
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again disappeared, we may look for a similar disap

pearance of the vermin which preys upon hops. In 

England they have appeared occasionally during 

the last sixty years, usually remaining two or three 

years in succession, and then disappearing for sev

eral years. 

In Kent and other hop-growing districts in Eng

land they have a remedy which has been found 

effectual when used upon the first appearance of the 

insect, and thoroughly applied. I saw large crops, 

equal to any obtained for many years, secured from 

gardens in Kent, which at the beginning of the sea

son were covered- with lice, and which had been 

exterminated by two applications of the wash which 

I give below. The mixture will be found to be 

healthful to the vines, and harmless to the person 

applying it. It is thrown over the vines often 

twenty feet high, through a hose with a muzzle per

forated with small holes, by means of a force pump. 

W h e n the vines are trained horizontally upon 

twines between stakes seven feet high, (see cut in 

last number,) the expense of the apparatus, and 

labor of using it, as^well as the waste Of much 

of the liquid is avoided,, as a common large 

syringe answers the purpose equally well, and a 

man can go over a yard at an expense of one or two 

dollars per acre. By taking care that the wash is 

strong enough to kill the louse, and yet not injure 

the vine when applied in season, and if necessary a 

second application made, the following will be 

found an effectual remedy against the hop louse: 

A soap suds is made about as strong as is left from 

an ordinary washing. Into this is put salt and salt

peter to make it a weak brine, not strong enough, 

however, for curing meats, as that would injure the 

plants. Dissolve copperas in warm waten and add 

to the brine in the proportion of one pound of cop

peras to ten gallons of the liquor. 

R E M A R K S . — M r . Collins promises us to keep the 

readers of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R posted on the 

cultivation, and all the improvements in hop culture, 

as they may occur. His facilities are such, having 

visited the hop growing districts of England last 

summer, and having now agents in all the hop-

growing counties in England, that we shall take 

great peasure in giving his own and the experience 

of others, to our readers.—EDS, 

I K E M A R B L E says the Greek was earnest to make 

his own brain tell, and the Latin, eager to make as 

much as he could out of the brains of other people. 

MADAME DE ST2EL said that the ontological sys

tems of her Germans, had all the darkness which 

preceded the creation, without any of the light that 

followed it. 
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OUR EASTERN LETTER-No. 3. 

WRITTEN FOB THE AMERICAN FAEMEE, BY a. i. BRACKETT, 

BELFAST, MAINE. 

The weather during the past month has been 

decidedly of the variable and unusual order. On 

the 16th of February the mercury sank to 9 ° below 

zero, with the barometer marking 30.05 inches. On 

the 19th, it was 42°, with a heavy rain storm. 

There has been but very little sleighing the past 

winter, and since February 12. The coldest yet in 

March, was on the morning of the 8th, 4 ° Ground 

nearly bare, and very hard, rough wheeling. If 

there is any truth in the old saving about March 

" coming in like a lion, and going out like a lamb," 

we shall have a fine ending this year, for the first 

week of the month has been very cold, windy and 

disagreeable. 

The markets remain in statu quo. Hay dull, at 

$10 ; oats, 60 cents; barley, 75 cents ; apples, (Bald

win), $2,00; butter, 35 cents. The potato trade has 

been lively and large quantities have been exported ; 

they now command 50 cents a bushel in this market. 

Stock in good demand at paying prices. On Brighton 

market, beef ranges from $9.50 to $13 per hundred, 

according to quality. 

The New England Agricultural Society. At the 

annual meeting of this organization, held lately, 

George B. Loring was elected president, I. K. Gage, 

Treasurer, and Daniel Needham, Secretary, with one 

Vice President and five Trustees from each N e w 

England State. The treasurer reported the receipts 

for 1865, as nearly $14,000,. and the expenditures 

about $13,000, one-half of which was paid out in 

premiums. The convention passed a resolution 

calling upon the President of the United States to 

remove the Commissioner of Agriculture from his 

office, on the ground of incompetency. The Secre

tary was instructed to prepare a circular to manu

facturers of agricultural implements, recommending 

that they be represented at the International Fair 

to be held in Vienna, next May. No action was 

taken in regard to the location of this year's exhibi-

.-tion. 

Hay Prospects. The prospect in regard to our 

next year's grass crop is not very encouraging.- Our 

bare and open winter, with such sudden alternations 

of heat and cold, freezing and thawing, with a good 

deal of ice upon the fields, must operate disastrously 

to the grass roots. A light hay crop would mate

rially reduce the price of stock. 

ALL kinds of stock should be kept growing and 

constantly improving. It is a dead loss for stoek to 

gain none. All they eat is so much loss. Generous, 

"feeding and warm shelter will go far to prevent this. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



116 THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY "S. W." 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

THE VALUE OF RED CLOVER AS A FORAGE CROP. 

John Johnston, the model farmer of the grain 

growing region of Western N e w York, says " that 

clover will not pay, except to renovate the land, or 

to raise seed." Mr. Johnston keeps so much stock, 

drains so thoroughly, and manures so highly, that 

he can always grow heavy timothy ; hence his poor 

opinion of clover solely for a hay crop, the more 

especially, perhaps, as his clover grown with timothy 

is only cut when the timothy is in a proper state, 

and after the clover has passed its ripening into the 

decaying state, to the loss of all its best nutriment. 

I know a farmer near the eastern shore of Cayuga 

Lake, whose soil is like Mr. Johnston's, a clay loam 

with limestone pebbles. He has tried to grow 

timothy, but he succeeds only in cool, moist seasons, 

as hot, dry weather is fatal to timothy on that hard, 

side-hill land, even on meadows nearly level. But 

he has never yet failed to get a, large crop of the 

very best clover hay, which he cuts in full bloom 

and cures in small cocks. Such hay he thinks is 

worth as much for milch cows as ordinary timothy 

and clover, and gets so much greater yield over tim

othy grown without clover, that it is much more 

profitable 1 One of the best farmers I ever knew, 

who made a very productive farm out of a sandy 

waste, near Providence, R. I., said that " clover, 

swamp muck, and milch cows" had made his farm, 

with the aid of a little leached ashes to begin with. 

W e made it a point never to grow timothy and clo

ver together, but both separately, and millet and 

clover together, as they both ripened at the same 

time, and made, he said, the most nutritious hay for 

the farm. But of late many farmers have succeeded 

well in growing timothy and the large variety of 

clover together. As this clover does not ripen as 

early as the small kind, and keeps in bloom much 

longer, it preserves all its nutriment intact until 

the timothy is ripe enough to cut. The seeds of the 

large clover are much smaller than those of the 

small variety, and as this larger plant tillers out 

more, much less seed is required to the acre. Yet 

the small clover makes the best hay, only when it 

is cut in the bloom and well cured and saved from 

•the weather; its tendency to decay is much greater 

than it is in the large clover. 

But Mr. Johnston is so well aware of the groat 

value of clover as a renovating crop, and for seed, 

that he has perhaps neglected the experiment of 

making the most of it for a forage crop. He cer

tainly does not give it a fair chance, when he sows, 

as he says, " a peck of timothy seed to the acre in 

the fall, and then ten pounds of clover seed on the 

same acre in the spring." For clover to succeed 

under such treatment, the spring must be so dry as 

to retard the growth of the timothy, or it would in 

a measure choke out the incipient clover plants. 

Clover, with its long tap root, needs much less rain 

than the bulbous-rooted timothy plant; and it thus 

not only draws more nutriment from the subsoil 

than timothy, but being a leguminous plant, its 

large foliage also collects much more nutriment 

from the air, than the narrow-leaved cereal timothy. 

It exhausts the soil much less, besides leaving its 

long, large roots to enrich it. 

THE GREAT PROPORTION OF INNUTRITIONS HAY. 

A man who keeps several cows for their milk, in 

this village, said to m e the other day, as I was 

receiving a load of hay: " H o w come you to be so 

lucky as to get such a capital load of hay; it 

is the best I have yet seen except that I cut 

and cure myself." The farmer from w h o m I got 

it, brought in like all the rest of the hay sellers, 

a load of timothy and clover cut very late, a 

crumbling mass of dead leaves and stalks. I asked 

him if he had no early cut clover. He replied, 

" I have some timothy cut green, and cured thirty-

six hours in cock, but I reserved that for m y own 

use." I paid him ten dollars a ton for a load of it, 

when he sold his present load at eight dollars, and 

this was the hay above referred to. Our best farmers 

cure early clover, and get seed from the second 

growth, but they feed all their hay to their large 

stock. Once after wheat harvest I saw a farmer on 

Buffalo Creek, cutting a large field of timothy and 

clover, with a machine, very late in the season. It 

was so dry that it needed no curing ; but was put in 

stack immediately. I asked him why he let his hay 

crop thus lose all its juices before he cut it. He 

replied, "It will sell just as well in Buffalo.'' 

Methinks every western village is thus a " Buffalo." 

NOTES ON THE MARCH NUMBER. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY J. W. PORTER. 

MESSRS. EDITORS :—The March number of your 

paper is at hand, with an unusual amount of instruc

tive reading matter. Most of the writers for agri

cultural papers do not consider or study their sub

jects enough, so that they are of no interest to 

our Western farmers, BO far as putting them into 

practice. Your article on " tho fanner as a manufac

turer," is worth more than the subscription price of 

your paper to any farmer who will read and under

stand, and take it for a text, as all improvement in 

farming must commence with the farmer, and that is 

hard to do, as so many cannot quit the old ways. 

Many think they know all about farming, who cannot 

run a straight furrow, sow wheat, build fence, stack 
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wheat, or hay, or put up a shock of corn that will 

stand. They could do it, if they would only try; all 

is done in a hurry, with no eye to improvement. 

N o w is the time for every one to commence to try 

and do all work better. Let every man make it his 

motto, " what is worth, doing at all, is worth doing 

well," and let him never say, " I have no time" to do 

a thing but take time. N o man deserves the name 

of farmer, 1(1 a m proud of the name,) who cannot do 

all kinds of work on a farm, and he should be able 

to tell others how to do it, and to tell when it is well 

done. The only way for him to know it, is by 

practice. He may read all the agricultural works 

ever printed, and they will not do him much good, 

if he does not think it over well, apply it to 

actual use, and know what was the result, so as to be 

able to follow it up from year to year, if he finds it 

profitable. A farmer with no other income can not 

follow any branch of farming long, if it does not 

pay. The working farmers are the only ones who 

can succeed as farmers alone. A man may make a 

fortune in mercantile pursuits, or in some other way, 

buy him a farm, have money in the bank to draw on 

when his farm does not pay, make a consider

able show, and make it look to some as though it 

was not honorable to work on a farm, and that the 

farmer should be a man of leisure, as says a writer 

in your March number. I give him credit for eight 

lines and a half, the balance I beg leave to differ 

with him very decidedly, as I am a strong advocate 

of small farms, and one well improved, and for a 

farmer to be ready to turn his hands to all work, 

and not to think of such a thing as "bringing him

self down to the level of the motive power of the 

farm," but rather to make labor an honor. Another 

thing in m y experience is, that the closing up of the 

business of farmers of leisure, without they have 

some income besides their farm, has been such as no 

m a n would desire. The object of all agricultural 

papers, is or should be to advance the interest of the 

farmer, and to give his experience to others, and 

others to him, and it should always be as practical 

as possible. 

W h a t are the prospects of the farmer for this 

spring 1 Not very flattering, as wheat never looked 

worse at this time of the year in Vermillion county, 

Indiana, and corn can be bought at thirty cents per 

bushel. Farm hands are asking twenty-five dollars 

per month, and board. It will thus be seen, with

out figures, that that will not make any money. 

Hogs would pay, if they would only live. They die 

it seems almost without a cause. Fanners must not 

be discouraged, as corn cannot stay at present prices 

another year, and if it should, the only way to meet 

it, is by having " the mare to sell," and the only way 

is to plow deep, and when the ground is in proper 

condition, and in good time. 

TROUT RAISING. 

WBITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY " B. H.," MUMFOED, N. I. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Fish breeding is attracting some 

attention at this time. Trout breeding appears to 

take the lead, and where water that is favorable for 

trout breeding can be obtained, it would pay the 

best of any of the varieties propagated. Many of the 

streams and ponds of this State are not favorable to 

the trout. The temperature of the water should 

range from 40 ° to 60 ° for trout; if warmer than 

that, then pickerel, bass, bull-heads, and eels grow 

well. Many streams when the bank and hill sides 

were covered with timber, were shaded, which kept 

the water cool, and the adjoining lands were not 

worked into the streams at every heavy rain, rising 

the water. N o w that the land is mostly cleared, the 

sun has warmed the water, and the rains are carry

ing the soil into the streams, so that where trout 

once were plenty, none are now to be found: other 

fish are taking their place. 

The first point in trout breeding is to obtain clear 

and cool water, and in quantity, so that it may be 

kept below sixty degrees, and the most favorable 

will be where water can be taken from the streams 

into reservoirs, so as not to be washed away at flood 

time, for at such times the stream is not always con-

trolable. Two or more ponds should be used so that 

when weeds accumulate in a pond, the fish can be 

removed, the water drawn off, and cleared out, so as 

to be. over a jjlear gravel bottom. There should be 

no mud where trout are kept. If any one has trout 

water that he can control, and is disposed to go into 

trout breeding, it would be time well spent to visit 

the premises of Seth Green, of Caledonia, where 

more information on the subject of trout breeding 

could be obtained, than could be got elsewhere. 

A C O R R E S P O N D E N T gives the following recipe for 

scratches on horses, which he has tried on many 

horses for several years, and never failed in an 

immediate cure: " Take a shovel full of hot ashes, 

(wood ashes,) and throw them under the fetlock and 

above the hoof, the part always first affected. If the 

horse be badly off with them, raise the foot and 

pour them on, dropping the foot directly. In two 

hours the horse will move with ease to himself, 

however stiff he may have been. The disease is 

immediately cured by the application. The cracks 

in the skin require a few days to heal." 

L A Y I N G M A C H I N E S . — I saw in your paper that 

feeding hens with lard and meal will make them 

lay. I have tried this plan, and can say there is 

nothing like it. Hens are laying machines ; grease 

the machine, and it will work well.—H. 
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SPIRIT OFTHE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 

A Point about Building. 

The Rural World says the more porous a thing is the 

better a non-conductor of heat. Hence etone and iron 

and all the metals, are powerful conductors; and wool, 

and fur, and cotton are non-conductors. So with the 

different kinds of wood: according to their compact

ness is their capacity to repel or attract heat. Soft 

wood is warmer than hard. A soft-wood house there

fore,.is warmer in winter than a hard-wood building— 

because it does not abstract the heat from the room to 

the same extent. It is also cooler in summer, on the 

same principle as the heat outside is not drawn in by 

the wood. These things should be thought of in build

ing, and we see they are taken advantage of. 

Experiment In Grass Culture. 

A n English farmer writes to The Mark Lane Express 

an account of an accidental experiment in grass cul

ture which occurred on his farm a few years ago. He 

says that his plowman mistook orders, and plowed half 

an acre in one of his grass fields before the mistake 

was discovered. This was in the fall, and the land lay 

with the roots of the grass turned up to the weather 

during the winter. In spring the sods were turned 

down carefully and the land rolled. The result was 

that the grass grew richer and higher in the plowed 

part than in any other portion of the field, so much so, 

that the difference could be noticed from a considerable 

distance. The improvement in the grass of,the plowed 

part has been permanent. 

TThat Is the Cattle Plague t 

W e find the following in the Journal of the New York 

State Agricultural Society, where it is credited to the 

London Mark Lane Express. As the evidence comes 

from a surgeon of ability,' S. Parsons, M. D., it is enti

tled to high consideration: 

"After devoting much time to the study of the cause 

of the cattle disease, I have come to the conclusion that 

It is nothing more nor less than smallpox in a suppres

sed form, so far as the symptoms aro capable of devel

oping themselves, owing to the closeness of the skin 

of the animal attacked. The small pox pustules are 

not visible to the eye, but they can be distinctly seen 

after death between the soft cellular substance and the 

internal skin, showing clearly the character of the dis

ease. Medicines have .proved of little or no benefit, 

and the remedy which suggests itBelf is vaccination—in 

my opinion the only means of arresting the disease. 

Upon cattle that are already attacked it would possibly 

have but little influence, except in the early stage of 

the disease. Every sound animal should be at once 

vaccinated to insure its safety. I would suggest that 

on every farm throughout England, competent persons 

should be employed to carry out the above treatment. 

The vaccine lymph might bo procured from the differ-1 

eni vacuum institutions, unci possibly it- might be | 
obtained from the cow herself. No time ought to be 

lost in vaccinating every sound animal, aa the only 

ctianer- of arresting the disease." 
On the other hand Professors Gamgee and Simonds, 

backed by »- very large proportion of the veterinary 

practitioners, hold an entirely opposite view. In a 

letter to the London. Field, the former say3 : , 

" Dr. Murchison may claim the honor of having stir

red the country throughout its length and breadth, and 

to have encouraged trials as to the preservative influ

ence of vaccination wherever the rinderpest- appears. 

May he be successful in stemming that torrent which 

has swept away cow after cow, bullocks, bulls, calves, 

herds, (large and small,) and threatens to involve the 

whole agricultural community in disastrous ruin! I 

fear, and have indeed too much reason to believe, that 

he has only paved the way for another great disappoint

ment. Drug after drug, order after order, system after 

system, have all .left us where I ventured to predict as 

far back as last August, they would leave us. It may 

be insane on m y part to raise m y voice freely and firm

ly against every suggestion, medical or non-medical; 

but unfortunately I am sigain in the unpleasant position 

of a destroyer of hopes, and staunch in m y belief that 

until we kill out the rinderpest, it must continue to 

destroy our stock." 

The number of cattle attacked per week at the date 

of last advices, was over 13,000. Unless the disease is 

arrested, at the present rate of increase, it is probable 

that before May 1st, 300,000 head of cattle will have 

fallen victims. 148,023 have already been reported, as 

attacked, of whom 111,100 have died, besides numbers 

which have not been officially reported. 

Product of Four Cows. 
The Massachusetts Plowman states that a farmer in the 

western part of that State sent to Boston during the 

past year, as the product'of four cows, butter which he 

received $399.98 for, besides supplying a family of six 

person's and the company the family had during the 

year, with all the butter and milk they needed. 

Drilling W h e a t . 

Among the advantages of drilling wheat, The Prairie 

Farmer mentions the fact that with the drill the opera

tions of plowing and of seeding can be kept along 

together, and that nearly every kernel will be cov

ered properly, and out of the way of pigeons and other 

birds. 

Breeding Fowls. 

Talking about breeding fowls, a writer in Wilka? 

Spirit says: 

" l i m a great advocate for choosing young birds for 

this purpose, and recommend that early pullets be 

selected every year for stock the following season, and 

put with two-year old cocks for instance. Pullets 

hatched in May attain their growth and become perfect 

in shape, size and health; before the chills of winter. 

They should be put with cocks of two years old, when 

they will lay on the first appearance of mild weather, 

and their produce has the same advantage as these have 

had before them. I do not advocate having young 

stock fowls so much on account of their laying early, 

as I do, for the superiority of their breeding. Neither is 

it desirable to breed from fowls of all the same age. 

Where it can be dono, it is better to put a two-year old 
cocti with pullets, and vice versa. It is well to intro
duce fresh cocks of pure breed into tho yard every 
second year; this prevents degeneracy, and for the 
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same reason no cock should be kept more than three 

seasons, nor ahen more than four, if it is intended to 

keep them in the highest possible perfection anij 

efficiency. 

T o p Dressing Grass Lands. 

A correspondent of The Scottish Farmer gives his expe

rience on the effects of the application of nitrogenous 

and phosphatic manures, and sums up as follows: 

1. That top-dressing grass land with artificial manure 

pays. 
2. That the general result of Lawes' experiments on 

top-dressing grass land, are borne out "on soils resting 

on the limestone formation. 

3. That for the permanent improvement of pastures, 

superphosphate of lime is better adapted than guano. 

4. That in proportion to the coarseness of the her

bage the per centage of phosphatic manures should 

increase, and vice versa. 

5. That from the effects which I have observed, it 

would appear that not only did the superphosphate 

Indirectly check the growth of the finer sorts, but that 

it directly impeded their growth, and evidently dis

agreed with them almost from the period of its applicaj 

tion. 

Bee Moths. 
M. Quinby, in The Country Gentleman, says he has 

been fighting the bee miller for thirty years, but not 

directly. I let the bees do most of it. I give attention 

to strengthening the swarm, instead. I have hundreds 

of hives in apiaries away from home, that are not visit

ed throughout the season to destroy worms. The only 

particular care Is to know which are weak, and watch 

those—there are always some in large apiaries—and 

when they can not be strengthened by any means, the 

next best thing Is to remove them and save the con

tents, and more than that, save the swarm of moths 

which invariably follow in the weak hive. With this 

care enforced, I have no fear of the moth wosm. The 

Italians, pure as well as hybrid, resist the moth much 

more effectually than the black bees. In large apiaries 

hives do not seem to be individually troubled as much 

as in small ones. 

l i m e of Cutting Timber for Fences. 

A correspondent of The Germantovm Telegraph gives 

his experience in cutting timber for fencing, in which 

he states that timber cut in April and May, when the 

sap is in full flow, he finds will last for posts from 

seventeen to twenty years. The same kind of timber 

cut in February and used for fence posts became rotten 

and worthless at the end of'six years. He advocates 

Setting the posts green, or before they are seasoned, 

because when the sap is displaced by seasoning, all the 

cavities are filled with air, wmch when buried in the 

ground, became partially dislodged by water, produc

ing a mixture very unfavorable to the durability of 

the wood. When posts are planted in a green state, he 
says the sap prevents, in part, the admission of the air, 

and hence their lasting longer. He affirms that if tim
ber is cut for rails when the sap is running, the bark 

stripped off, and the rails made immediately, they will 

last one-fourth longer than if cut at any other time and 

have the bark left on. 

T o m a k e Superphosphate. 

A correspondent of The Irish Farmers' Gazette wants 

to learn " the best method of making superphosphate, 

With proportion of bones and acid." Tbe editor gives 

the following directions: " Saturate the bones with as 

much warm water as they will absorb, without running 

off; open the heap as if for - making mortar; pour in 

the Bulphuric acid, in the proportion of half a cwt. to 

1 cwt. of dry bones, and mix the whole well up; make 

into a heap, and cover well with fine, dry earth, turf 

mould, ashes, or saw-dust; leave it to digest for a week 

or ten days, and then mix some of the above drying 

stuffs, to absorb the superfluous moisture and render it 

of easy distribution." 

Cultivating Potatoes. 

A correspondent of The Country Gentleman says : " 1 

would advise new beginners in raising potatoes, not to 

be so particular about the number of eyes the set of 

potatoes has, as the size of the piece. A potato smaller 

than a turkey's egg, should never be used for planting. 

That size will make fewer sets. Plant the rows three 

feet apart, and the sets one foot In the row. Ground 

which has the manure plowed in, in the fall, will pro

duce one-third more, and of an evener size, than that 

manured in spring and planted immediately, the 

manure absorbs the natural moisture of the ground, 

and the crop is tardierin sprouting." 

Lilce in Chicken Houses. 

W e hardly know what to advise to rid the houses of 

this pest, says The Agricultural Gazette. W e have always 

found lime-washing effectual when thoroughly done. 

It must be well worked into all crevices; holes which 

the brush cannot reach must be stopped, and the opera

tion must be repeated till the desired change takes 

place. If the fowls are supplied in the house and in 

their run with a couple of bushels of dust, or better 

still, of wood ashes, with which should be mixed four 

or five pounds of black sulphur, they will use it as a 

bath and rid themselves of their visitors. 

Preservation of Eggs. 

The best method I know of to preserve eggs, is to 

fill the pores of the shell with fresh clean lard, so as to 

exclude all air. It is my opinion that this simple and 

easy method is preferable to any now in use. Some 

put them in lime water; some lay them down in salt; 

some put them in sawdust. But the lime cooks them, 

so that they have a dried appearance; salt has a similar 

effect, while eggs saturated with lard, so far as my 

experience goes, open, fresh and nice. A correspond

ent of The Massachusetts Plowman suggests the above. 

:We can endorse his method Of keeping eggs, 

" filling the pores of eggs with fresh clean lard," as we 

have frequently tried it and found it to be in every way 

satisfactory.—EDS. 

Sniffles In Sheep. 

Mr. William. P. Hay den informs The Maine Farmer 

that equal parts of garget-root, alum, and tobacco, 

steeped together, will cure the sniffles or nasty nose in 

sheep. It should be forced up the nostrils with a 

syringe. 
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' T H E W I L D H U N T S M A N " Out upon, trie Prairie 

T H E scene presented above is one of the most ex
citing to participate in of all the sports in this coun
try. The buffalo is hunted by the wild Indians, 
who are famous for their skill in this kind of sport. 
The buffalo generally go in large herds, and it is 

frequently the object of the Indian to separate a fine 
old bull, and to get him to " break" from thejcest. 
They then chase him on their spirited steady and 
endeavor to drive an arrow through the animal's 
heart. The hide makes a famous robe for the 
" squaws," w h o generally follow, and the tongue is 

a dainty bit. The buffalo is rather an ugly customer 
to close with. The great Gordon Cumming gives 

him " a character," though the lion hunter did 
once manage to turn a herd of eight hundred, 
single-handed, and then rattle on in the midst of 
them as he selected one to fire at. " They exude a 

Btrong bovine smell," and '* charge with a low roar, 
very similar to the voice of a Hon." In dying, 
"they repeatedly utter a very striking low,deep 
moan." There aro few more agreeable or excit
ing chases than a gallop on a handy horse over the 
Western prairies, after a herd of these wild bisons 
of the great West. 

ENGLISH FANCY LOP-EARED RABBITS. 

THE cut on the opposite page represents a group 
of those beautiful as well as profitable pets which 
have been bred to a considerable extent in the 
United States for the last twenty-five years. Their 
native place is the Island of Madagascar, an island 

• near the coaBt of Africa, and they are properly called 
Madagascar or Lop-Eared Rabbits. All the importa
tions into this country have been made from Eng
land, where they receive a good share of attention. 

In m a n y of the large towns clubs exist which l^ld 
exhibitions, at which a good deal of competition is 

evinced for superiority. This tribe of beautiful 
creatures are easily reared, and havo proved a most 
interesting addition to the stock of fancies in this 
country. The peculiarities Of this breed consist 
chiefly in their great size, their fine colors, and 
their long pendant ears which frequently grow to 
be from fifteen to twenty inches long. They are 
very prolific, breeding six or seven times in a year. 
The young are easily reared, and come to maturity 

at the age of six months. The animals are con
fined in hutches two feet wide, and three feet long. 

The young are taken from the mother at the age of 
six weeks, and ere put together in a separate hutch, 
and allowed to remain together until six monthi 
old. Their food consists of carrots, turnips, &c, 
with a little oats. 

Those of our young readers who keep rabbits, or 

contemplate doing so, should be careful not to give 
green food in a wet state, it is apt to produce the rot. 

If they should get it, our plan was to feed with dry 
food for a few days and to give them a piece of bread 
every morning toasted almost black. They are very 
fond of it. Be careful to keep them clean, and in 
order to do so, provide them with a box containing 
two apartments, and never give them more food than 
is sufficient for their present use. Change their food 
every few days, and never forget to feed them at the 

proper time. Take every care of your domestic pete. 

VENTILATION—Is important for all animals, 
horses, cattle or swine. Foul air, drawn into the 
lungs, cannot fail to Injure its delicate coatings and 
destroy, more or less, the health of the animal. 
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THE GARDEN. 

THE first employment of man, when he was pure and 

happy, was to " dress and to keep" a garden; and we 

, think those of the simplest and purest tastes, still find 

their most congenial employment in the garden. 

The garden has peculiar attractions in the firBt, mild 

sunny days of early spring. Then, after months of 

frost and snow, when, the earth has been locked in tho 

icy embrace of winter, and the vegetable and part of 

the animal world in a dormant state—we hasten to wit

ness the new birth, the resurrection of the vegetable 

creation, and greet the return from milder climes, of 

the "feathered songster." 

With the month of April, usually, commences in this 

latitude, our labors in the garden. 

W e take it for granted that the provident gardener 

made all practicable preparations last fall. That he 

dressed his garden with manure; that he prepared plenty 

of fine rich soil for his early hot bed, which he protect

ed from hard freezing; that he has overhauled his gar

den implements, making all necessary repairs and pur

chases of new ones in the place of those beyond repair

ing. W e suppose that his supply of seeds has already 

been purchased, and that his hot bed is now in full 

blast, and that lie is fully prepared to commence out

door operations just as soon as the weather and the 

condition of the soil will permit. There is nothing 

gained by plowing or spading the ground when wet and 

cold. Wait until it is dry, and begins to warm up a 

little, and in with the peas without delay. 

Among the well tested sorts, Daniel O'Eourke 

cannot be beaten for earliness and good, quality com

bined. It grows about 30 inches high, and should bo 

sown in drills 3 feet apart, and 2 1-2 to 3 inches deep. 

Tom Thumb is a few days later; 8 to 10 inches high, 

and very prolific. It need not be more than 15 to 18 

inches apart. 

For second early, Blue Imperial, 2 1-2 feet high, is an 

excellent variety; also Bishop's New Long Pod—18 

inches. 

For late, Champion of England, 5 feet, and White 

Marrowfat, are among the best. ] 

Amateurs, who wish to try new varieties of peas, or 

any other vegetables, can And them described by scores, 

in the catalogues of James Vick, of this city, or J. M. 

Thorburn & Co., 15 John street, New York. 

Lettuce—Sow early. The Early Curled or Silesian, 

and the Early Butter, 15 inches apart, and 1-2 an inch 

deep. 

Spinach—Cannot be got in too early after the ground 

is in condition. Drills 6hould be about 18 inches, apart. 

Eadishes—Early Scarlet Turnip and Long Scarlet 

Short Top are the best kinds for early. Sow about as 
lettuce. 

Beets—Bassano, or Early Turnip is the earliest good 

beet. Cultivate same as radish. 

Onions—Require a rich soil, and should be sown 

early, if expected to mature. Wethersfleld Red, White | the above list, but they are not yet sufficiently tested 

Portugal, and Yellow Danvers, are the best varieties. 

Potato onions from small ones, can be grown the 

quickest of any good variety, and are of excellent 

quality. The small ones cost from $3.00 to $5.00 per 

bushel, and should be set 8 inches by 15, and barely 

covered. 

Carrots—For early, Early Horn; Parsley—Extra 

Curled. 

Turnips—Red Top, Strap-Leaf, may all be sown early 

in April. 

The latter part of the month, Cabbage and Cauliflower 

may be sown for late crops. Flat Dutch and Drum

head Savoy are very good varieties of cabbage for win

ter use; and Thorburn's Nonpareil Cauliflower is one 

of the best for winter. 

Dwarf or Snap Beans—May be planted the last of the 

month, Early Valentine, Newington, Wonder, Mohawk, 

Early Rachel, are all good varieties for early string 

beans. 

Potatoes—A few early potatoes may be planted this 

month, such as Ash-leaved Kidney, Early Dykeman, 

Early Sovereign, Mountain June, and, Early Goodrich, 

where one is fortunate enough to get them, are the better 

early varieties. 

Let the gardener begin by doing everything well, and 

in season, and he will find his summer's work much 

more pleasant aud profitable. Remember, "whatever 

is worth doing at all, is worth doing well." 

THE FKUIT GARDEN. 

What adds more to the charms of the dear old home

stead, than to be flanked by a well stocked fruit garden ? 

Rows of strawberries, raspberries, backberries, grapes, ' 

currants, and gooseberries; also quinces, pears, peaches, 

cherries, mulberries^ These properly belong to the fruit 

garden, while the apple orchard is an institution by 

itself. Would farmers' sons, generally, be anxious to 

leave the paternal homestead, if surrounded by such 

attractions, for the hot and dusty streets of the city ? 

All the fruits above enumerated, should be planted 

in April, and every householder who can command a 

half acre, or a quarter acre lot, should grow them all. 

The following varieties have been pretty well tested, 

and are among the best of their kind. Early Scarlet, 

Jenny,. Lind, Downer's Prolific, Wilson's Albany, 

Triomph d' Gand, and Bartlett strawberries. The 

Doolittle, Hudson River Antwerp, Franconia and Cata-

wissa raspberries. The Lawton and Dorchester black

berries. Isabella, Concord, Delaware, Diana, Hartford 

Prolific, and Rebecca grapes. Red Dutch, White 

Dutch, Versailles, and White Grape currants. The 

Houghton Seedling gooseberry. The Orange Quince. 

Hale's Early, Serrate Early York, Large Early York, 

Crawford's Early, and Hill's Chili peaches. Doyenne d' 

Ete, Brandywine, Rostiezer, Bartlett, Seckel, Flemish 

Beauty, Louise Bonne, Duchess d' Angouleme, Beurre 

d' Anjou, Sheldon and Lawrence pears. Black Tarta

rian, Knight's Early Black, Black Eagle, Napoleon 

Biggareu,- Governor Wood and Late Duko cherries; 

and Downing's mulberry. 

There are other varieties recently introduced, and 

partially tested, that will probably supplant many in 
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in different localities to warrant their recommendation 

for general culture. 

The amateur who has the leisure and means, will take 

pleasure in procuring and testing all the new candi

dates for favor. 

Among these, the following promise well: Agricul

turist, Green Prolific, Brooklyn Scarlet, Jacunda 

strawberries. Wilson and Kittatinny blackberries. 

Iona, Israella, and Adirondack grapes. A few years 

experience will establish the reputation of those really 

meritorious, and consign to oblivion those that deserve 

such a fate. 

PLANTING CRAPES. 

•WRITTEN FOB THB AMEEICAN FAEMEE, -BY J. 6ALTEE, E0CHE8TEB. 

MESSES. EDS.:—As April is the best spring month 

for planting the grape vine, I thought a few plain hints 

or directions for pruning and planting the same, might 

not be out of place or unacceptable to many of the 

readers of your valuable journal, especially to the un

initiated in the cultivation of that most excellent and 

useful fruit, the grape. Be that as it may, if you 

think these remarks worthy of a small space in the 

columns of T H E F A B M E K , you are at liberty to use them 

as you please. 

Every man or woman who owns a single rod or more 

of ground, ought to plant a grape vine, or as many 

more as he or she may desire or have room for; for no 

other plant that we are acquainted with, will be so use

ful or enhance the value of the ground that it occupies 

to the extent that the grape vine will. Of course there 

are some kinds better than others, and better adapted 

to, particular localities; but out of the many excellent 

varieties in cultivation at this time, a few maybe found 

to succeed and ripen their fruit to perfection in almost 

any location in these Northern and Eastern States. 

Among the most hardy, early, prolific bearers, and 

of fair quality, so far as well proved, may be mentioned 

the Concord, Hartford Prolific, Delaware, Creveling, 

&c. The two latter are of excellent flavor and quality; 

the Concord and Hartford are not so fine in flavor and 

good quality, but are so hardy, early, prolific bearers, 

and what may be termed very good, that they are usu

ally considered among the most valuable of grapes. 

Among the new varieties may be mentioned the Iona, 

the Israella and the Adirondack, all of which bid fair 

to entirely supercede, in good qualities, many older 

varieties, except perhaps the Delaware, and that in size. 

This, of course, will take some years to fully prove, 

but I can see no reason why they should not be-all that 

is claimed for them, as there is abundance of room for 

improvement on the older kinds. What we want is to 

commingle the true Muscat flavor of the foreign grape 

with the hardy constitution of the American grape; 

or, in other words, an American grape with the foreign 

Muscat flavor. This, I believe, we shall very nearly 

approach, if not entirely imitate. The successful cul-

« tivation of the grape is not so difficult a thing as many 

persons appear to suppose; for I know of no fruit-

bearing plant that will so surely and so abundantly 

repay the little care and attention, and sometimes utter 

neglect, that it usually receives, as the grape vine. - Of 

course, the better a thing is done, generally, the better 

will be the result; but it is not always essential to be 

so very exact in selecting a site for the grape vine. 

Choose a southern or southeastern exposure, if you 

can, and sheltered from northwest winds. If the 

ground be very low and cold or wet, fill it up with a 

barrowfull or two of good soil, so as to make it some

what higher than the surrounding ground, that it may 

be comparatively dry, andif it is good enough to grow 

a good hill of corn or potatoes well, it is good enough 

for a grape vine; and the same good, clean culture that 

is bestowed upon the corn or potatoes, is all that is 

necessary for the vine for the first year or two. If the 

ground lays under water all winter, it is not a fit situa

tion until it is well underdrained. When the ground is 

well spaded up, and the soil broken fine, dig a hole, 

say two feet in diameter, and four to six inches deep, a 

little rounding in the middle of the hole. Set your 

vine in the middle of the hole as nearly as possible. 

Spread out the roots in a natural position, or something 

like the spokes of ° wheel. Fill in the soil well 

among them, so as to get the collar of the plant one or 

two inches lower than it grew before. Cut the vine 

down to the lowest good bud, and protect it from acci

dent, and if the vine is healthy, I will guarantee a good 

growth the first year. As the vine pushes into growth, 

if more than one bud grow, rub out all but the best 

shoot, and tie that carefully to a stick, to guard against 

accident from'breaking off. If this main shoot should, 

during summer, throw out lateral or side shoots, they 

should be pinched out to one leaf; or, in other words, 

leave the lateral with only one leaf on it all summer 

the first year. 

POTATOES. 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FAEMEK, BY "G." 

' MESSRS. EDS. :—In giving your readers my experienco 

in planting and growing potatoes, let me first state 

that I reside in the land of potatoes, at the east of 

Rochester. The soil for early potatoes, such as Early 

June, Early Goodrich, Mountain June, Ash-leave Kid

ney and others, should be very rich and well manured 

with fresh horse manure, and planted as early in the 

spring as possible. They should be covered deep for 

fear of late frosts. Next follow with Peachblows, 

Dykmans, FlukeB and Mercer's seedling, for field crops, 

which should be sown on deep rich soil, and-it, is well 

to plant them early in the spring. The best variety 

grown in this locality for a field crop, are the Mercer. 

seedling, which is extensively grown for the New York 

market. It is a very good, mealy, early potato, though 

very liable to rot. 

The Garnet Chili is also a very fine potato, but 

should be grown on a very poor, light soil, as on rich 

land they grow too large, and are hollow and coarse. 

W e plow deep, drag thoroughly, and mark the land 

for planting three feet apart each way. 

W e always cut our seed potatoes, and prefer large, 

nice seed, and plant from four to six eyes in a hill. 

Seed should be selected with as much care as possible. 
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W e always plant two pieces in each hill. It is a good 

plan to change seed from heavy to light soil, and vice 

versa. 

W e plant Peachblows on deep, rich, open soil. If 

you would secure a large crop, plant large seed. Be 

sure to cut them, planting four to six eyes in a hill. I 

have raised of this variety, from 200 to 250 bushels 

to the acre the past season. 

I would recommend the following varieties for gen

eral cultivation, Early June, Mountain June, Early 

Manly and Buckeyes. For field crops, Peachblows, 

Dykemans, Flukes, Seedling Mercers and Garnet Chili. 

The last named variety should be grown on a poor, 

light soil. 

PLANT A FEW CRAPE VINES. 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEIOAN FAEMEE, BY "W. C." 

EVERT yard and garden should have its vine. In 

some respects, I think there is no fruit that can equal 

the grape in giving satisfaction to its owner. By a little 

attention, it takes but three or four years to secure a 

plentiful supply of this healthful fruit for family use, 

and each succeeding year, the supply is still' more 

satisfactory. 

During the past few years grape culture has extended 

far and wide, and many disappointments undoubtedly 

have occurred to the inexperienced; but not perhaps 

so much through a right selection of varieties as from 

the manner they were laid out or planted; for instance, 

it was and is a common practice with amateurs to have 

trellises built for the purpose of testing new varieties, 

planting them indiscriminately side by side, but only 

to be sadly disappointed. The Delaware and Diana 

may be cited to illustrate the evil. The Delaware is 

the standard of excellence, &c, but a, slow grower, 

(if poorly treated.) The Diana, in quality, is a fit com

panion, but not so, however, in habit, as it is naturally 

a very free grower, and when both are planted side by 

side, as thousands undoubtedly have been, the Dela

ware cannot, nor will not prove satisfactory to its owner, 

from the very fact that it requires a, vary generous and 

well prepared soil to luxuriate in, while Diana needs 

but an ordinary soil, and does better without a con

tinued application of active manures. I have seen 

Delawares, Logans, &c, quite ruined while testing 

them alternately in rows with Dianas, Rogers' Hybrids, 

&c, and other thrifty growing varieties, and which it 

is hoped will act as a warning to others who may con

template setting out vines the coming spring. I may, 

in another number of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , give 

some facts and figures showing what may be done in a 

small way in -cultivating the grape partly for amuse

ment and experiment. 

DISTANCE APART FOR STRAWBERRIES.—I invariably 

plant in rows and never in beds. I hold that the objec

tions to planting in beds are so great and so palpable, 

that it will admit of no discussion whatever. My stand-

and rule is to plant in rows three feet apart, and plants 

two feet in the row.—Cor. Hort. 

ORCHARD CULTURE. 

1. WE believe in selecting a good site. 

2. W e believe in a thorough preparation of the soil, 

3. W e believe in enriching the soil according to its 

wants. 

4. W e believe in planting none but good trees. 

5. W e believe' in planting trees not more than two 

or three years old, if bought at the nursery. 

6. W e believe in " setting" said trees after the most 

approved manner. 
7. W e believe in pruning and training said trees. 

8. W e believe in setting the branches low down on 

the trunks. t 

9. W e believe in keeping those branches and trunks 

free from moss, caterpillars and all other pests. 

10. W e believe in cultivating orchards. 
11. W e believe it to be a great fallacy to suppose that 

cultivating an orchard means to grow crops in it. 

12. W e believe the perfection of orchard culture con 

sists in giving up the soil exclusively to the trees. 

13. W e therefore believe in excluding all grass, corn, 

roots, weeds, cattle, mice, borers, and every "unclean 

thing." 

14. W e believe that orchard trees may sometimes fce 

profitably root pruned. 

15. W e believe that this should not be done " pro

miscuously" with a plow. 

16. W e believe that orchards may be cultivated with

out injuring the roots of the trees. 

17. W e believe that orchards may be planted in too 

rich a soil, and make too rank a growth, thereby be

coming unfruitful, and also liable to "winter killing," 

and other ills. 

18. W e believe in checking this redundancy of growth. 

19. W c believe this may be done in various ways; 

such as summer pruning, laying down to grass, grow

ing crops, etc. 

20. W e believe that summer pruning and root prun

ing are the most direct, certain and satisfactory model 

of accomplishing the end proposed. 

21. W e believe that grass robs the tree of nourish

ment very little if any less than some root crops. 

22. W e believe that an orchard in grass suffers much 

more in time of drouth than one well cultivated. 

2C. W e believe that an orchard laid down to grass, 

and kept so, should be top dressed from time to time. 

24. W e believe that lime, ashes, ground raw bones, 

compost of muck, etc., are capital top dressing. 

25. W e beliove that orchards laid down to grass should 

be plowed up at the first sign of "giving out." 

26. W e believe that old and decaying orchards in 

grass may often be renovated and made good by manure 

and cultivation. 

27. W e believe that a cultivated orchard yields fairer 

and better fruit than one not cultivated. 

28. W e believe It is a great mistake to except fruit 

trees from the universally recognized laws of cultiva

tion.—Horticulturist. 

A Yankee cotton grower oaks, what fertilizer to purchase 
for cotton. We recommend as first of all Flour of Bone, and 
next Bruce's fertilizer.—If. Y. Tribune's Report of Am. Insti
tute Farmers' Club, by Solon Robinson, 
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THE CURRANT WORM. 

HAVING read in the report of the meeting of the 

Farmers' Club, in New York, something about the 

Currant Worm, which is hardly more than a guess, very 

far from the truth, permit me to describe for your 

readers the insect in all its transformations. It is of a 

kind known as measuring worms, about an inch and 

one quarter in length, when full grown; of a bright 

orange or yellow color, finely spotted with black, is 

extremely active, and a voracious feeder. They begin 

to appear about the middle of May as a very minute, 

almost black worm, and increase in size and numbers 

until the middle of June, when they begin to leave the 

bushes for the earth about their roots. I had them. 

-under glass in all stages of growth, and compared them 

daily with specimens from the gardens. With a gar

den trowel the earth was turned up, and the chrysalis 

and the worms, half contracted and incapable of mo

tion, were exposed, precisely like those in the sand 

under m y glasses. The chrysalis, -small and almost 

black, would easily escape notice. 

Comparatively few of the worms appear to become 

butterflies, but still sufficient numbers do pass the 

chrysalis stage to insure a bountiful supply of worms 

year after year. 

They remain in the chrysalis state two weeks, and 

emerge as small maize-colored butterflies, with faint 

gray marks on their wings. They flutter about the 

gardens, never staying far from the currant bushes, for 

ten or twelve days, and gradually disappear. All those 

I kept under glass died sood after their escape from the 

chrysalis state, and I could not discover where those in 

the gardens laid their eggs, but I am very sure that 

they are deposited upon the bark of the currant bushes. 

I buried a quantity of the live worms in a hole about a foot 

. deep, packing the earth over them as hard as I could. 

For three days they were crawling out of that hole as 

fresh looking as ever, and'measuring the road to my 

gooseberry bushes with hungry haste. No amount of 

mashing with trowels or spades seem to kill them after 

they touch the ground, but they can be drowned very 

easily. Their name is certainly legion, for I have known 

nine hundred to be shaken from a single bush, at one time. 

I remember Beeing the same worm occasionally some 

twenty years ago, but it is about seven years since they 

have appeared in such numbers as to become a pest. 

I do not see any apparent diminution in their numbers, 

even in those gardens where they are picked off and des

troyed daily in incredible numbers. I believe that a 

small lantern, set in a pan of water well soaped, would 

attract the moths at night, and by falling from the sides 

of the lantern into the water, they would be drowned, 

which would be a much easier way of destroying them 

than picking off the worms one by one with the thumb 

and finger as most of my friends do.—Correspondent 

Horticulturist. 

A GENTLEMAN called in our office lately and showed 

•us a Baldwin apple grown near this city, which weighed 

one pound, and measured 12 1-4 inches round. W e felt 

a strong desire to taste it, but was informed that it was, 

like some " big things," only for show! 

HINTS ABOUT EVERGREENS. 

IN reply to several inquiries respecting the proper 

time to transplant evergreens, we answer that our own 

experience has induced us to prefer- from the 15th of 

March to the 15th of May, as a choice taking the latter 

half qf this period. Even when the tree has shot half 

an inch, it seldom fails to grow : provided that it has 

been carefully lifted in the nursery and carefully set 

down again. Its growth, it matters little of what va

riety it may be, is as certain as any other tree. W e 

scarcely have never lost one 

In transplanting, however, they should be well se

cured by a strong stake, which should be at an angle of 

of 45 degrees, pointing northward. Unless this is done, 

the high winds of spring, meeting with full resistance, 

may loosen the roots and kill the tree. 

For an ornamental hedge, there is nothing equal to 

the Hemlock Spruce; it grows equally in sun and shade, 

though it is most beautiful and luxuriant when shaded 

about half the day, and the soil is cool and rather moist. 

A mulching of dead leaves or manure is excellent for 

the hemlock. When exposed to the sun, the American 

Arbor Vitse makes an excellent hedge. It readily grows 

and is perfectly hardy; but it does not answer where 

there is much 6hade, becoming stunted in its growth, 

and ragged at the bottom. 

For sheltering a northern exposure, or protection 

against any undesirable view, there is nothing equal to 

tho Austrian Pine. It is almost like a wall of iron, 

bearing more rough usage than any other evergreen. 

The northern blasts beat harmlessly against it. And 

although it is a hard-looking, robust, masculine tree, 

it is, at least to us, extremely pleasant to the eye. 

As a choice of Evergreens, we should, as a rule, pre

fer the true Norway Spruce, the Hemlock Spruce and 

the Silver Fir. The latter requires considerable room, 

unless kept in by pruning, as its branches usually take 

a horizontal growth, like the Silver Pine. All Ever

greens will bear pruning to almost any extent. Every 

grower can suit himself as to shape. 

In selecting evergreens of all kinds, be sure to take 

those with uniform branches down to the ground—a 

straight, undivided main stock, with numerous thin 

branches, drooping a little if possible. After trans

planting, mulch with barnyard manure, to the'extent 

of the branches, and once a year lightly fork up tho 

soil underneath and keep -clear of grass until the tree 

attains ten or twelve feet in hight. An annual appli

cation of manure will produce a rich dark green foli

age.—Germanlown Telegraph. 

G R A P E M I L D E W P R E V E N T E D . — E . W. Herendeen, of 

Macedon, N. Y., who has recently visited the Experi

mental Grounds at "Washington, under the oharge of 

W. Saunders, Informs us that some experiments for 

preventing the mildew of the grape, by erecting a 

cheap roof over them, seemed to answer, the purpose 

perfectly. The roof, he states, may be simply a board 

sixteen inches wide, nailed to the posts. On a hun-, 

dred varieties treated this way, not any mildew' 

was seen; while all the rest in the same yard were 

entirely ruined. Further experiments are necessary, 

—Country Gentleman, 
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FASHIONS. 

IT is too early to give a good and reliable statement 

as to what will be the prevailing style of dress the com

ing spring and summer. The fashion editors or authors 

seem to be holding in the balance a mysterious change 

in dress, the nature of which they condescend to reveal 

to us poor followers only, as the Egyptian Btyle. What 

it is, we can only imagine. Godeysays: "the new fashion 

is especially discernible in the flat bands like bracelets, 

m lieu of sleeves, and in the scarf-like berthe gathered 

up in the centre and on the shoulders by Egyptian 

heads in onyx, ornamented with necklaces and head

dresses of precious stones. The Lady's Book also tells 

us that the new jewelry is strongly Egyptian in its 

character, and the mummies are called upon to contri

bute to fashion. Gold earrings are of gigantic propor

tions and of the hoop shape, with pendant ornaments 

in the centre. In view of these revelations, and of 

course in no spirit of humor, we submit to the ladies 

of fashion the annexed cut of the style of dressing the 

hair in Africa, taken from. Livingstone's, Book of 

Travels. It is an appropriate head dress for those 

Who propose adopting the Egyptian Btyle of dress. W e 

think it would be decidedly cool for summer, and 

somewhat novel, and as the "waterfall" originated with 

the Caffree ladies, it is quite in taste to follow with 

the above beautiful design from the same source. 

BIBLICAL ANAGRAM. 

Ed hout ym grouts atabhinotl, rewhe-notn I yma-

tnuaincy oil scrtro: thm shat nivge dnammeometn ot 

veas em; orf ohut rat ym cokr nda ym sorsteff. 
M A K Y AND 1U.TTIE, 

To P R E S E R V E APPLES.—Put them Into a dry cellar, 

of easy access to a large family of children. 

FARMER. 

MADELINE'S KITCHEN CABINET. 

A NEW KITCHEN ERA. 

WRITTEN FOB TIIE AMERICAN FABMEB, 

AT last we are likely to have a culinary revolution—a 

kitchen reform; something practical and good, better 

infinitely than anything ever taught us by the flood of 

lady cook books with which we have been inundated-; 

teachers that taught us, mechanics, and mechanics' 

wives, nothing but extravagance, when we most needed 

to be taught economy, and the art of cooking good, 

cheap, wholesome dishes. , 

Ever since the days of the first French Revolution, 

France has had the best cooks, and the best, cheapest, 

and most economically cooked dishes in the world. In 

France, they cook for the king or the commons equally 

well, and no other people on earth are universally Buch 

good cooks, contriving BO great a variety of capital 

dishes so cheaply. 

As a rule, the artisan, in France dines better than the 

prince in Austria. It is because the French cook their 

dishes—they do not mnrder them. Too many of us in 

America, as well "as in Europe, commit murder hi 

cooking. ' 

In his life, M. Soyer was par excellence, the best cook 

in the world. The world has lost M. Soyer, but not 

his science. His kitchen mantle has fallen double on 

the shoulders of M. Blot, and to-day, he undoubtedly 

stands first in the world's cuisine. W c have M. Blot 

with or very near UB. In New York's fashionable 

Broadway, the chef has opened a kitchen—an academy, 

if you please—in which cooking is practically taught u 

a science. And the best, and fairest of New York'i 

ladies, are going to Prof. Blot's academy in classes of 

a hundred, to learn to be cooks. 

Madeline is a graduate of M. Blot's cooking academy, 

passed, and proud of her kitchen diploma, and If yon, 

Messrs. Editors, will permit, M. Blot's scholar is going 

to tell all she has learned, of the manner of compound"' 

ing and preparing perhaps a hundred dishes—most of 

them simple, cheap and excellent, as the chcfmtfctt 

them, and as we can, every woman of us, mako 

them, being once instructed, quite as cleverly as M. 

Blot himself. 

The chef teaches no mystery or extravagance. All 

Is clear, practical and economical. I do hope MODS, 

Blot will have a. call to come to Philadelphia and estab

lish a cooking academy in Chestnut street. Thousand! 

of men and women, dying by inches, of ill-cooked 

viands, would bless the great culinary master for the 

remainder of their natural lives. 

Divesting the new regime of BO many of its French 

technicalities and terms as I can safely prune away 

without Interfering with the flavor, I shall endeavor to 

retain all M. Blot's practical science and economy ill 

every dish. If I make a mis-step here and there, I beg 

my readers to bear In mind that I am a country 

girl born and bred—only I have just passed beyond my 

" teens," and am simply a farmer's wife, though a 

rather clever cook. Then remember mercy, aud I am 

safe. 
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With the space permitted me, I can of course be only 

introductory in my first communication, and then we 

will go on afterwards in "course," with our lessons as M. 

Blot himself gives them, making everything as plain as 

possible. 

Professor Blot has spent almost half an ordinary life

time in reducing cooking, or rather elevating it to an 

art, and the perfection of very high art he has made it. 

By following M. Blot's instructions and practice, any 

woman in the country possessed of plain, practical 

common sense, can not only become a great deal better 

cook than we can find now—one in every ten thousand 

among American women—but with the knowledge 

acquired, ehe can improvise a hundred new and good 

dishes she had never before dreamed of. 

Every newspaper and magazine in the country ought 

to present M. Blot's kitchen and philosophy and prac

tice to their readers. They could confer upon them no 

greater benefit. 

According to M. Blot's authority, there are but seven 

regular courses in any dinner, and these may be so 

varied as to be quite as proper and pleasant for the 

mechanic's or farmer's, as the monarch's dinner. They 

are:— 

L Sonp. 

2. Hora <F euvre—some trifle to be eaten while the 

releve, whatever ithappen to be, is being carved. 

3. Releve. 

4. Entree—whatever side dish is brought in direct 

from the fire or side table. 

5. Rotis—roast. 

6. Entremets—any of the made dishes that properly 

fellow the roast. 

7. Dessert. 

N o w w c are prepared for the first lesson in cooking, 

and M Blot's bill of fare. 
(To be continued.) 

DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

EXCELLENT FAMILY CAKE.—Mix thoroughly together 

2 pounds of butter and 2 of sugar. Mix one-half of it 

with 4 pounds of flour and 1 tumbler of good, home-

yeast and 1 quart of warm, sweet milk. Beat and work 

with the hands till thoroughly and smoothly mixed. 

Let it stand four or five hours, or till it is well risen, 

when add the remainder of the butter and sugar, with 

2 pounds of good raisins. Where the stonelcss raisins 

cannot be procured, be sure that the fruit is well Btoned 

before adding to the cake, and a small quantity of pul

verized- mace. Let it stand over night, and put in pans 

for baking early in the morning. Let the cakes rise in 

the pans, when bake at least an hour, in a slow but 

steady oven. No eggs are required, and if well frosted, 

may be kept for a long time. Persons to whom eggs 

are a denied luxury from dyspepsia and other causes, 

may eat this cake and enjoy it too, aa it la par excellence. 

V I N E G A R F R O M A P P L E PABINGS.—An excellent vine

gar can be made by setting aside a large covered crock, 

and from time to time putting in the apple parings and 

cores saved from the cook room. Cover with water. 

In six weeks or two months this will mak# an excellent 

table vinegar. Persons living in the city, who experi

ence difficulty in getting good and reliable vinegar, free 

from acid, will appreciate the value of this method. 

When quite sour It should be strained from the pulp, 

put to settle, and afterwards bottled for use. The pulp 

may be returned to the crock, be covered again with 

water, and receive the cores and parings as before, 

ready for the next edition. 

C O R N B R E A D O R PUDDING.—Having tested the fol

lowing recipe, we can recommend it as being first rate 

in quality, and exceedingly economical as to cost: 

Take 1 quart of sweet milk, 1 teaspoonfull of cooking 

soda, 1 teacupfull of fine sirup or best molasses, 2 tea-

spoonsfull of salt, 4 teacupefull of fresh corn meal, and 

3 or 4 teacupsfull of flour. Add 1 tablespoonfull of 

butter, melted. Mix these ingredients well together, 

and bake slowly an hour or more. The proportion of 

flour and meal may be varied. The above cooked in a 

steamer makes a good pudding to be eaten with cream 

or milk, and sugar or butter. If any ohe can get up a 

better corn bread or pudding than this, at as little 

expense, let them furnish it at once to T H E A M E R I C A N 

F A R M E R . * 

J E L L Y CAKE.—Four cups of flour, three of sugar, one 

of butter, one of eour cream, five eggs, one teaspoonful 

of saleratus. Bake thin and spread a layer of jelly 

between. This is excellent. 

G O O D FAMILY S O U P . — F O R T W O PERSONS.—Take four 

medium sized potatoes and one onion, peel and cut the 

potatoes in squares a little larger than a marble. Slice 

the onion very thin, wash, and cover with water. Cut 
up the lean part-of two mutton chops, very fine, and 

sprinkle with pepper and salt, and one teaspoonfull of 

flour; add to the potatoes and onions, and boil fifteen 

minutes. 

EGGS.—If eggs are good they rest upon tho side In 
water. If one floats end up, you may be sure it is bad. 

ILLUSTRATED PUZZLES. 

ANSWER TO PUZZLES IN MARCH NUMBER. 

No. 5—Because he has already worn it over two 

(y)ears. 
No. 6—Waiting for a chop. 

w tsfe# 
No. 7 — W h y is this Uke No. 8—Why.is this like 

Ireland ? your husband In a passion? 

POETICAL ANAGRAM. 

Inoes sllfret kame bet man fo samba nlthgs, 
Dan fahl ron reeyml mofr onl Unfiles rlapgns; 
Nieca flle'a steb aojy tlBscon nl oaape nad aeso, 
And ewf anc veae r« yerse, tnb lal cna aleape; 
Ho elt net glunente pritls nearl romf neceh, 
A mull nlknunessd si a trtagnef ocof. 

MABY AND MATTLE. 
Answers next month. , 
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A CHAT WSTH THE GIRLS. 

WRITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FAEMEE, BY " C. N. B.'* 

WE shall, Messrs. Editors, with your permission, dedi

cate a few remarks in this number, to the girls, whose 

interest we have been extremely anxious to consult. 

From our youth upwards we have been an admirer of 

the tender sex, and never better pleased than in serving 

them, pursuing the path of rectitude and honor. There 

is something in the Character of a fine woman so truly 

estimable, and so surprisingly calculated to enchain 

the feelings and to charm the heart of man, that it 

would seem next to impossible for her so to undervalue 

her good name, as ever to depart in the least degree 

from the sphere in which nature intended her to move. 

W e shall accordingly address a few observations by 

way of hint, sincerely hoping that the source from 

which they are derived, will entitle them to some small 

share of attention. 

Our aunt Rhoda, we always considered a fine, sensi

ble old lady. It was enough to do one's heart good to 

Bit and hear her " argufy" any interesting topic. 

Although not much skilled in the lore of metaphysics, 

aunt Rhoda was an excellent reasoner, and we dare say 

that even if that shrewd old fellow, John Locke, was 

alive she would prove to him satisfactorily, that her 

blue stockings were not white, without a single argu

ment. Aunt Rhoda had three fine rosy-faced, daugh

ters, upon whom she bestowed her constant and undivi

ded attention. She loved them as all parents ought to 

love their children, and with unwearied diligence was 

employed in rendering them happy and contented. W e 

once spent an evening with aunt Rhoda, when among 

other topics of discourse, she dropped a word about 

"bringing up girls," for they were not allowed to come 

up, as now-a-days ; and as we well knew, no one was 

better acquainted with a subject of this kind, we desired 

her to give her mind freely upon it. The good old 

lady immediately put herself into her talking attitude, 

as was the custom of the day, with an elbow on each 

knee, and a full pipe of tobacco in ono hand, and after 

some half-a-dozen whiffs, began: 

" Girls," said she, " require more care in bringing up 

than parents generally suppose. Some people think it 

Bufllcient If they can get their daughters introduced 

into what they call good company, make them-acquaint-

ed with all the newest fashions, and teach them a kind 

of flippancy of tongue and pertneBS of manners; but I 

am of a very different opinion. I never found that 

girls were generally esteemed for any of these tinsel 

arts. On the contrary, I have almost always, found 

that the kind of assuming forwardness which belongs 

to some females, renders them disgusting to their asso

ciates; while a meek, modest deportment as often 

assures to them a general eBteem and respect. It has 

always appeared to me as one of the greatest misfor

tunes that can befall a young lady, to be called or to be 

thought the belle of the town, and to be surrounded 

by a cavalcade of languishing admirers. I scarcely 

ever knew a lady of-this character, who did not meet 

more than her full share of public reproach. The lips 

of the malicious and envious are ever prepared with 

scandal, to endeavor, if possible, to bring such a per

son down upon a level with themselves in. the public 

estimation. Besides, girls that are constantly surround

ed by a multitude of beaux, are not in a situation to 

place their attachments so judiciously as those who are 

more recluse, and consequently have more time for 

sober reflection. I have known many young ladies 

captivated by what I should consider a trifling accom

plishment in a young man; while at the same time 

they would neglect the overtures of one,' who in every 

respect was vastly his superior. Now, I cannot 

account for this in any other way than from an error in 

bringing up. Had they been early taught to prefer the 

substance to the shadow—to admire solid rather than 

shadowy acquirements, it is not probable that their 

judgment would often lead them amiss. I consider it 

also very improper for a lady to have any particular 

gallant continually dangling at her side, month after 

month without his making any advances of love or 

even friendship. If a young gentleman is really fond 

of a young lady, and wishes to make her his wife, hii 

intentions ought to be made known, and it is most 

unquestionably the duty of the young lady to discard 

him if he do not make proffers of attachment after a 

suitable acquaintance. I have known the characters 

of many young ladies suffer very much from an inat

tention to this particular. 

" To prevent girls from forming improper attach

ments, I know no better rule than- to learn them to be 

domestic. Girls who are fond of home, will seldom, if 

ever be troubled by the officious gallantry of a conceited 

fop. They will be likely, moreover, as I observed 

before, to make proper distinctions between the trnly 

valuable and the artificial; between the man of real 

sense and of imposing ostentation. It has always been 

m y plan, in bringing up my girls, to endeavor to make 

them pleased with home, and to furnish resources of 

amusement for them under my own roof; and I think 

I havo succeeded very well, as every other parent may 

do. I have been desirous of giving them a solid rather 

than a specious education; and have taken care to 

make them well acquainted with household affairs. At 

the same time I have never wished to debar them of 

rational amusements abroad, but have always endeav

ored to make them prefer home to any other place." 

Here aunt Rhoda's pipe went out, and her remarks 

were brought tp a close. 

T H E F O X A N D T H E G R A P E S . — A fox, just at the time 

of the vintage, stole into a vineyard whore the' ripe, 

sunny grapes were trellised up on high in most tempt

ing show. He made many a spring and a jump after 

theluBcious prize; but, failing in'all his attempts, he 

muttered as he retreated, " Well, what does it matter! 

The grapes are sour I" 

ACQUIRE a habit of observation. 
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Success of Tiie American Farmer, 

WE take pleasure this month in returning thanks to 

our numerous friends and agents who have done so 

nobly in extending the circulation of T H E A M E R I C A N 

F A R M E R . The way they are sending on the names of 

their friends and neighbors is very encouraging, and 

we can but thank them for establishing this journal on 

a solid and enduring basis. Their liberal support and 

active exertions will stimulate us to still further merit 

their good will. W e shall spare neither expense nor 

labor to make the "practical farmer's own paper" 

worthy of a large and extensive circulati on. During the 

last month a very large addition to our subscription list 

has been received, but there is yet room for doubld 

and treble the number. W e must again urge upon our 

friends to make another united effort to still further 

increase our list of subscribers. There is yet time; do 

not delay the matter, but go to work at once, and ask 

the first farmer you meet. W e can supply all the back 

numbers from the commencement of the year, which 

Will be mailed at once, to any address, in any State or 

Territory. T H E F A R M E R has already subscribers in 

almost every State, and having a "foothold," we desire to 

extend its circulation until its influence will be felt on 

every farm in the land. 

SECOND ANNUAL FAIR or THE NEW YORK STATE 

SHEEP BREEDERS AND W O O L GROWERS CONVENTION. 

— W e learn from The Rural New Yorker that the next 
annual fair of thiB association will be held in this city 

on the 8th, 9th and 10th of May, and that the following 

classifications were made at the last meeting of the ex

ecutive committee: 

Prizes are offered on six classes of Sheep, as follows: 

First Class—American Merinos. 

Second Class—Mine Merinos—yielding a wool adapted 

to the manufacture of fine broadcloths and other fabrics 

requiring a staple of equal quality. 
Third Llass—Delaine Merinos—yielding a wool adapt

ed to the manufacture of delaines and similar fabrics— 

length of staple being a leading consideration, but in 

which neither extreme fineness of fibre as required in 

the second class, nor great weight of fleece, as required 

in the first, are to be regarded as absolute essentials. 

Fourth Class—Lambs—of preceding classes. 

Fifth Class*-Long Wooled Sheep—including the Lei

cesters, Cotswolds, and other breeds and varieties 

usually comprised under that designation. 

Sixth Class—Middle Wooled Sheep—including South 

Downs and other sheep usually so classed. 

OrncERS.—President.—H. 8. Randall, Cortland Vil-

' lage; Corresponding Secretary—E. B. Pottle, Naples; 

Recording Secretary—H. L. D. Sweet, Syracuse; Treas

urer—A F. Wilcox, Fayettville, N..Y. 

E R R A T U M . — I n the March number the compositor 

makes "8. W." say, "flesh farmer" and " fat farmer." 

It should have been flesh former and fat former. 

FARMER. 129 

T H E American Consul at Amsterdam writes to the 

Department of State, February 30th, that the cattle 

plague is still spreading, and it is feared will infect the 

whole country. A mode of treatment recommended as 

promising to be a successful cure, is to rub the skin of 

the animal vigorously and then cover them with cloths 

dipped in cold water, over which dry cloths are to be 

spread. Out of twenty-two cases treated in this man

ner only one was lost. 

NAME WANTED.—If the subscriber at Cleveland, O., 

who sent us a dollar, and did not give his name, will in

form us who he is, we shall take pleasure in mailing the 

paper to him. 

Trachinae. 

THE nerves of not a few nervous people have been of 

late much unsettled by the new bugbear that has been 

raised regarding the fitness of pork as an article of diet, 

and some heretofore lovers of ham, sparerib, and ten

derloin have made (they think) the alarming discovery 

that these once-prized viands are the abode of countless 

worms or trachinae, that need but to be eaten to work 

sudden and entire destruction on the whole outer and 

inner man. Terrible accounts have reached us of the 

ravages of this new plague in Germany, and it is even 

rumored that one person has fallen a victim in this 

country. (It may be well to add that the accounts of 

this victim are very indefinite and unauthenticated.) If 

the alarm that seems to have seized hold of some people 

is to spread, we shall have anti-pork societies all over 

the land, and Cincinnati and Chicago will, cease 

to offer up heetacombs of swine to appease the hunger 

of man. But, with all this hue and cry, there is, as 

usual in alarms, but a very minim Of truth. Peoplo 

have been made sick and died of ham-poisoning in this 

country, occasionally—perhaps once or twice in five 

years—and people have eaten diseased beef and imma

ture veal; but all this proves nothing against good 

beef, pork, mutton, etc. The corn crop of the WeBt 

was, the paBt season, most abundant, and of a quality 

far superior to any crop raised for a number of years; 

consequently good sound corn goes far toward making 

good sound pork. The breed of hogs in this country 

has been constantly improving during tho past ten 

years, and it would be next to impossible to gather to

gether any number of hogs of the class commonly seni 

here ten and twelve years ago. 

The cry of trachinae may suit the purposes of sundry 

bears in the pork ring on 'Change, but if the communi

ty is to be gulled to serve the purposes of a clique ol 

speculators the people may as well knowto whom they 

are indebted for higher prices, In consequence, for beet 

mutton, &c—World. 
• ^ » «• 

T H E New York State Agricultural Society intenr' 

holding a trial of implements next fall. A circular 

with particulars will be sent on application to the Sec 

retary, B. P. Johnson, Albany, N. Y. 

A great pressure 1B in motion for the removal of the 

Commissioner of Agriculture—So far without success. 
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Inquiries and Answers. 

MESSRS. EDITORS.:—I do hope that some of your lady 
readers, or the editress of the "ladies' department, will 
give us in the April or May number, a good, plain and 
reliable method of canning strawberries. W e have a 
large bed of this berry, and I shall have plenty to put 
up. I must confess that I have had poor luck in can
ning all fruits, and as I know the thing can be done to 
perfection, I want to know how it is done.—Mrs. H. 
A.M. 

MESSRS. EDS. :—How should hen manure be used for 
corn, and will it increase the yield?—R. T., Michigan. 
AVe have seen a statement, somewhere, of a farmer 

who applied six bushels of hen manure on two acres 

of corn, putting about a tablespoonful to each hill, and 

planting the corn upon themanure, and he thought that 

it increased the yield- twelve or fifteen bushels to the 

acre. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Will some of your readers inform 
me through your columns, how much stock I should 
keep on a 100-acre farm, and the proportion. I want to 
combine stock raising and grain growing together, and 
want at the same time to keep up the fertility of the 
soil, and think I can do it in no better way than keep
ing stock and making manure.—J. W, Tennessee. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Will you please give the names of the 
best six varieties of grapes for cultivation.—H. J. L., 
Ohio. 
At the last meeting of the Fruit Growers' Society of 

Western New York, a vote was taken on this question 

with the following result, Delaware, 56;, Diana, 47; 

Iona, 86; Isabella, 33; Creveling, 30; Concord, 39. 

Others were mentioned, but the above six obtained tho 

largest vote. 'f' 

MESSRS. EDS.:—In view of the great calamity that 
has fallen upon the farmers of England, and the remedy 
that is going the round of the papers in regard to vac
cination, do you think it advisable for us to vaccinate 
our cattle in order to prevent its ravages, should this 
disease breaf out in this country ?—J. C., Indiana. 

"An ounce' of prevention is worth a pound of cure," 

is an old saying. W e notice that many farmers are 

already vaccinating their cattle in this country, and as 

it has been found a preventive in Australia, where a 

disease said to be the cattle plague, has raged for some 

time, we think it advisable to do so. At any rate, it 

can do no harm, and may be the means of saving many 

animals, if the disease is really small pox. But upon 

this point veterinary surgeons and professors in Eng

land seem to disagree, and according to the latest news 

received, vaccination does not appear to have had the 

desired effect, and a law has passed the Legislature 

authorizing the government to order all diseased cattle 

to be at once destroyed and buried. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I noticed in the February number of 
T H E F A R M E R a short article about Cashmere goats. I 
would be very much pleased to have some one tell mo 
through the columns of T H E F A R M E R , where they can 
be had, price, profit, and the manner of breeding'them, 
<fec, &e., and all the information that would be inter
esting to one that knows but little about them. Will 
some one who has them for sale, advertise them in T H E 
F A R M E R ?"—7. E. R., Ohio.. 

MESSRS. EDS.: Will some of your readers give their 
experience, through the columns of T H E F A R M E R , of 
the Galloway breed of cattle, imported some years 
since from Scotland ? From some unexplained cause, 
these excellent cattle appear to be entirely ignored 
by our leading stock raisers, and large numbers of 

the best farmers in the country seem to be unaware of 
the existence, even, of tho Galloways, as a distinct and 
valuable breed! Canadian breeders, with more wisdom 
than ourselves, have introduced them extensively, and 
they form a very prominent department of live stock at 
the Provincial Fairs. They prove to be better adapted 
than any others to our long, severe winters, are-
less liable to disease, and consume less food, and of a 
coarser kind. On a recent visit to Europe, your cor
respondent saw large numbers of these cattle. They 
bring the highest price, per pound, live weight, in the' 
London market, on account of the acknowledged supe
riority of their beef. The Galloways are distinguished 
by their color, which is invariably black, having sleek 
black coats, slightly curly about the head, and are 
entirely hornless. They are very docile„and compare 
very favorably in all respects, except size, with Short
horns. Will some of your readers, who have tried 
them, give the result of their experience, and state 
where pure blooded stock can be had ?—sA. I: S., Roch
ester, N. Y. 
C. J.—^Norristown) AND J. H.,—(Ohio.)—You can get 
Hamburgh fowls by addressing E. A. Wendell, Albany, 
N. Y. See advertisement in this number. 
A. L., (Littleton, N. C.)—Broom corn seed is worth 
from 8 to 15 eente per pound. Planting seed, $3 .per 

bushel. It requires from two to three quarts to plant 

an acre. See advertisement in this number. 

J. M., (London, C. W.)—Flour of bone is the best 

manure you can use. 

Extracts from Letters. 

LET 'EM SHINE.—In regard to appointing a new 

Commissioner -pf Agriculture, you say in your last 

number, quoting from a certain circular, "Wewould 

suggest that as there are only T W O men specially educated 

for this profession in this country,—one of them should 

be appointed to this office." Would not it be better 

to have the office divided between them, so that their 

light may shine in two different places "ter onctf" 

Thus we might have two " head centers," say one in 

Washington and the other in Salt Lake. Then who, 

could tell what "galorious" gleams of intelligence, and 

splendid coruscations of science might emanate from 

such a wiso and "specially educated" couple t 

MESSRS. EDS. :—WO rejoice in the advent of THIS 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , and we hope it will be read by the 

farmers in all these United States. The first numbers 

come to us freighted with the quintessence of many 

thinking heads and wise hearts, calculated to interest, 

amuse, and enrich all its patrons. W e were sad to have 

the old Genesee Farmer go down; but we trust Tna 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R may be more useful to the farming 

community, and be appreciated by the multitude in such 

a manner'that yourselves will derive pleasure and pro

fit in publishing "the practical farmer's own paper."— 

R. D., North Chili.' 

MESSRS. EDS. :—I am much pleased with THE FARMER. 

It appears to be an earnest advocate of tho farmer's best. 

interest; and well calculated to do aa much good as 

some larger and more pretentious monthly journals, 

that seem to depend more on. management, than the( 
value of their contents, to secure a large circulation.' 

I Bhall be very glad to see your . ournal receive a full 

share ot the success that it so well merits.—P. F. Orleans' 
County, N. Y. '' 
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Notes o n the Weather from Feb. 14th to 
M a r c h 15th, 1866. 

As the temperature of each half of February was 

near the general average, so of course was that of the 

mouth; of the last half 37.1 o, and the general average 

27.2°, and of the month respectively, 25.62° and 

25.65°. The cold was below zero only once in Febru

ary, and was 3° below on the 16th. The snow has 

been very* sparing, making but little sleighing. The 

rain of the 27th carried off the snow chiefly, and filled 

many cisterns. In the States of Maine and New Hamp

shire, and over much of New England, the streams had 

been very low, and the wide rain of the 24th and 25th 

was a great favor to both man and beast. The ice of 

the Genesee was removed in the city by the rise on the 

evening of the 24th. 

The water of the month, amounted here to only 1 

inches, and for January 1.48 inches; so that only a 

small quantity of water in rain and snow has fallen for 

the two months; the average is near twice as much. 

The earth is frozen at the close of the month. 

The month of February had no full moon, while Jan

uary had a full moon on the 1st, and another on the 

SOth. In 1847 the same fact occurred; February then 

had no full moon, 19 years ago; it will have no full 

moon in 1885; 19 years of the future, and this occurs 

once in 19 years, when the same change occurs nearly 

the Bame hour of the day. 

March began warm, but was cold after three days, so 

that each noon was less than 29°, till the 10th, with 

much heavy, raw, chilly wind, making a dismal time. 

H o w people did complain! The next three days were 

wanner but rough ; and only the last two were warm. 

The 14th was 60 ° at noon, very pleasant and too warm; 

and the 15th was only 39 ° at noon. Still, the temper

ature of the first half was 32.3 °, or two degrees above 

the general average. Little sleighing; ground frozen; 

water of this half, 1.29 inches, only a little less than in 
all February, or in all January. The Genesee has been 

up considerably. 

March has had only five days in thirty years when the 

cold was as low as zero at any part of the day. On 

March 10th, 1856, the temperature was 5° below zero, 

and the average of that day was 1° below. In that 

year the months of January and February, as well as 

the first half of March, were severely cold, All these 

five days, but one, were in the first half; so that -we 

inay expect no more such cold weather in the half month 

to come. The earth is being prepared for the operations 

'of spring in its season. Let us trust. 

Literary Notices, &c. 

LITEEATDTiE IN LETTEES; or, Manners, Art, Criticism, 
Biography, History, and Morals, illustrated in the correspond
ence of eminent persons. Edited by-James P. Holcombe, 
L.L.D. N e w York: D. Appleton & Co. 

An interesting work, containing 199 letters, every 

one of which is readable, many of them extremely 

humorous and witty; not a dry, unentertaining page in 

the whole volume. Franklin, Johnson, Washington, 

Sidney Smith, Chesterfield, Dickens, Sir Walter Scott, 

Milton and Pope, and in fact all noted characters, and 

writers of the last two or three centuries are here repre

sented in their private relations to their friends. Every 

family should possess a copy as a standard work in the 

household. For sale in this city, by Steele & Avery. 

HOUBS AT HOME. 

Liberal Oiler. 

To A N T one who will send us seventy-five subscri

bers, atone dollar each, or one hundred and.twenty-

five at 75 cents each, we will send one of the Franklin 

Sewing Machines, worth $30.00, per Express. This is 

a liberal offer, who will be the first to take one? 

Send on the names as fast as you' get them. They 

need not all go to one Post Office, as we send to any 

address; nor need they be sent in all at once. In re-

mittingenclose a draft on New York or post office 6i-der | or $18 per dozen. 

in this city, by D. M. 

We consider this periodical the best work devoted 

to religious and useful literature in this country. This 

year it enters upon its second volume, and the numbers 

now before us are exceedingly interesting. 

THE PEACTICAL ENTOMOLOGIST. 

A correspondent wishes us to call the attention of the 

readers of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , to the above-

named publication, which is doing much towards dis

tributing a knowledge of injurious insects among those 

who are most interested in such knowledge—the farm

ers and fruit growers of the country. It is published 

monthly, and distributed gratuitously to farmers and 

others who send twelve cents for postage. Address, E. 

T. Cresson, 518 South Thirteenth street, Philadelphia, 

THE LONDON QTJAKTEELY EEYIEW, 

For January, contains articles on Livingstone's Zam

besi and its tributaries; Simon de Montfort, Earl of 

Leicester; Tennyson's Enoch Arden; M. Sainte Beuve; 

Glote's Plato; Miss Berry's Memories; Palgrave's 
Arabia. 

THE WESTMINSTEE EEVIEW. 

The Westminster Review for January contains seven 

articles as follows: John Stuart Mill on the Philosophy 

of Sir William Hamilton; Precursors of the French 

Revolution—St. Pierre andD'Argenson; Lord Palmer-

ston; Coleridge's Writings; Physiological Experi

ments—Virisection; the Polish Insurrection of 1863; 

and Dr. Livingstone's Travels. The editorial contribu

tions on Contemporary Literature—always the, ablest 

article in the Westminster. Published by Leonard 

Scott & Co., New York. For terms, &c, for the above 

Reviews, see " Literary Notices," March number, page 

100. 

PAMPHLETS, &0. 

From Ellwanger & Barry, of this city, a circular of a 

new dwarf variety of the American Arbor Vitse, orig

inated on their grounds a few years, ago, remarkable for 

its slow growth and compact symetrical habit. At five 

years old, it only averages 15 -inches in hight, and 18 

inches broad, and is recommended as an acquisition of 

much value in the class of small, hardy evergreens, for 

the decoration of gardens and lawns. Price $3 each, 
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Third Annual Report of the Proceedings of the W e s t 

Jersey Fruit Growers' Association, with a list of officers 

and m e m b e r s , for 1865 and 1866. Clayton Lippincott, 

Moorestown, President, and William Parry, Corres

ponding Secretary. 

P o m o n a Garden and Nursery Catalogue for spring of 

1866, of Small Fruits and Ornamental Trees. Culti

vated and for sale by William Parry, Cinnaminson, N . 

J. Catalogues sent gratis on application to the above 

address. 

Montelair Small Fruit Nursery Catalogue of Plants 

and Small Fruits, with a full description of the Kittat-

tinny Blackberry, the best^variety yet introduced— 

g r o w n by E . Williams, Montelair, N . J., with prices 

for spring of 1866. Sent to all applicants. 

Catalogue of Reading Nursery, from J. W . Manning, 

Beading, Mass. 

F r o m D. S. Heffron, Utica, N . Y., a circular, with 

full description of the Goodrich Seedling potatoes, with 

price and testimonials. 

T H E M A R K E T S . 

ROCHESTER March 28, 1866. 
F L O U R — W h i t e wheat, $12@$18.75. Eed, $9.50©10.76. Extra 

Btate, $7.25@$7.50. 
GEAIN—White wheat, $2®$2.50. Eed do., $2©$2.12. Corn 

60@65c. Barley, 85@90c. Oats, 40c. Eye, 70c 
PROVISIONS—Mess pork, $28@$30. Dressed hogs, $11® 

$12. Lard. 18@19c. Butter scarce at 45c. Eggs, 20o. Chick-
17@20c Cheese, 18©22c. Potatoes, 45@50e. Turkeys, 

Special Notices. 

THE rapid growth of the Sewing Machine business within tha 
last ten years, is truly astonishing. *In the early days of the 
trade, a thousand machines was a number manufacturers hardly 
Ventured to contemplate. Now, some two or three establish* 
monts count their sales between one and two hundred thousand 
each. The greater part of these are performing their mission of-
usefulness in the homes aud manufactories of this country, but a 
large number have been sent to foreign countries, and the leading 
companies are establishing houses abroad to supply the growing 
demand. The Grover & Baker Company, whose machines are as 
popular in Europe as they are here, have branch houses in Liver-
pool and London, and in Melbourne, Australia; and they are 
establishing agencies throughout the ontire continent of Europe. 
In this country they have branch houses in twenty of the leading 
cities—all fitted up expressly for their business, and tastefully 
furnished. These are all supplied with machines and the neces
sary findings direct from the factory on a uniform plan, so that 
the public are afforded tho same facilities and advantages at 
Chicago or San Francisco, as at Boston or N o w York. The Gro
ver & Baker machines are admitted to be superior to all others 
for family use, and for all purposes that require strength and 
elasticity of seam.—Pay Book. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

N E W Y O R K . March 23. 
F L O U E — T h e market for State and Western flour. Is dull and 

heavy, and common grades are declining. Superfine Stote, $6.75 
@$7.15; Extra State, $7.10@$7.50; Choice State, $7.55®$S.15; 
Superfine Western, $6.75®7.15; for common to medium extra 
Western, $7.25@$8.10; for Extra Eound Hoop Ohio, $8.16® 
$8.65. The market closing heavy. Canada flour is heavy, at $7.80 
@8.10 for common, and $8.15@$11.25 for good to choice Extra. 
Eye flour quiet. 
G R A I N — T h e market for wheat is dull, and common grados 

declining. Milwaukee club, $1.55. N e w No. 1 do., $1.67; choice 
amber State, $2.43. Barley in moderate request, at 80c for State, 
and 116c for choice Canada West in store. Corn is less active, at 
(19®73c for unsound mixed Western, and 78®75c for sound. Oats 
are in moderate request; sales are at 85®41c for unsound, and 52 
®55c for sound Western, 53c for Canadian, 49o for Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, and 58@54o for State. 
P R O V I S I O N S — T h e market for pork opened heavy and lower, 

but closed more firmly. Sales at $25@$25.12 for new mess, clos
ing at 25.12 cash; $23.75@24 for old mess, and $21.16®$21.75for 
prime. Cut meats active, at 11X®12)^0 for shoulders,'and 16® 
lS% for hams. Lard, 17c® 19Jfc. Butter, 28c@45c for Ohio, and 
40®60 for State. Cheese, 16c@22c for common to prime. 
CHICAGO, March 22. 

G E A I N — W h e a t active, sales at $1.28}<@$1.28#forNo. I, and 
85c@86c for No. 2. Corn dull and sales at 41c for No. 1, Oats 
dull at 25®25)s?c for No. 1. 
PROVISIONS—More active. Sales of mess pork at $26.00. 

Lard, 17^®18o. 
HOGS—Dressed hogs are firmer at $11. Live hogs are active 

at $9@$9.50. 
BUFFALO, March. 22. 
F L OUE—Market rules steady with a fair demand. Western 

at $9.60; White Canada, $11.50; Canada bakers, $8.25; oommon 
to ordinary spring, $7.50®7.76 for extra Stato and choice spring; 
$8.25 for Western bakers; $8.25@8.75 for Canada bakers, $ 8 ® 
$8.50 for Red winter, $9@$9.76 for amber, and $10.50@12 for 
common to choice X X white Canada and Western. 
G R A I N — W h e a t rules quiet Canada white, $2.25. No. 1 

Milwaukee spring, $1.66—held at $1.63®$1.65 for No. 1 Milwaukee 
•prlnff- Canada club, $1.62@$1.68, amber Canada, $1.95@$2.10, 
and $2@$2.35 for inferior to very choice white Canada. Corn 
rules nominal, and is held at 70o for old mixed; 61c for new mix
ed on track. Oats quiet, held at 85®40o for Western, and 45® 
47c for Canadian. Barley rules dull and heavy; held at 95® 
100c for ordinary to choice Canada, and 85@95o for State. Eye 
rules dull and nominal held at 80o for N o 1 Western. Peas 
steady and in fair demand. Canada at 101®102o. Beans firm; 
hold at $1.50®$1.75. 
D R E S S E D HOGS—Dull. Held at $10.50®$10.75 for Canada. 
SEEDS^Quict Held at $8.25@8.50 for Illinois and $8.26® 

$8.50 for Wisconsin timothy, $6.87®6.62 for clover, and 12,50 for 
tox Med, i, 

H A T E S O F ADVEETISING—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a line per 

month; one column, each insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver

tisements and cuts inserted at the same rates. Special notices. 

50 cents a line. ' 

O N D CLASS, $12 per'100. Adirondack Grapes, 
1 year'old, $80 per 100. Lawton Blackberry, $20 per 1.000. Wil
son's Albany Strawberries, $4 per 1,000. Norway Spruce, 2 to 8 
feet, stocky, $15 per 100. A few hundred Plum trees, $50 per 
100. A few hundred Cherry trees, $45. 10,000 Apple trees, four 
years old, nice, $120 per 1,000. 6,000 Dwarf Pears, three yean 
old, $250 per 1,000. 

SAXTEE & ANTHONY, 
Eochester, N. Y. 

CHEAP POULTRY BOOK. 
fTTHE A M A T E U R ' S P O U L T E Y GUIDE—By & 
J_ A. Wendell. " Tho American Poultry Fancier." Now la 
press and will soon be issued for the low price of 50 cents. Send 
your order and stamp for circular. Address, 

E. A. WENDELL, 
„ _ Albany N. Y. 
H3T All kinds of Poultry, Pigeons .and Eabbits for sale. Send 

stamp for circular. mh-tf 

JAPAN MELON. 

IW I L L S E N D T O A N Y A D D E E S S on receipt of 20 cents, 0 

package of Japan melon seeds, of my own raising. W o 
packages, 40 cents. Order early, as m y Btock is limited. 

Address, OTIS T I N K H A M . 
ap-lt , Lakeville, Mass. 

BROOM CORN SEED. 
BROOM SEED FOR PLANTING.—$8.00 pa-

bushel. Dwarf do. do., $6.00 per bushel—25 cents par 
quart Grown at Schenectady. For salo by 

C H A E L E S P. S A N D E R S , 
ap»-lt Schenectady, N. Y. 

HAttOCK'S PATENT FRUIT BOX. 
T S A C K N O W L E D G E D by all that have used them to 
_I_ be the best style of box for conveying small fruit to market, 
they being square in shape, and the bottoms raised, so as not to 
press on the tops of the fruit in the lowor box. They are light 
and strong, being about one-twelfth of an inch in thiokness, and 
being square there is no lost room in packing in the orates. 
Manufactured by C. D. D O U G H T Y , 

Eighty-seventh streot and Third Avenne, 
N o w York. 

Send stamp for circulars. ap-lt* 

C H O L E R A r 
I T IS THE OPINION OF OUE MOST EMINENT PHYSI-

clanB that this fearful scourge will visit our country dming 
the coming summer. It is therefore necessary that all should be 
prepared for it For $1.00 I will send to any address a recipe 
with full instructions guaranteed to be a certain protection 
against cholera. It has Deen thoroughly tested and found to bo 
trustworthy. I will also send with tho recipe tho latest and 
most approved method of treating cholera. 

Address, G. A. B Y R N S , M. D., 
Cooperstown, 

Brown County, 

«nh-#t nunoli. 
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T71I.OUR O F U N B U R N E H BONE.—Manufactured 
P only by THE BOSTON MILLING AND MANOTACTUEING Co., 

Patentees and Sole Owners 
lof the only machdnery by 
I which Flour of Unbumed 

CM. - Bone can be made, which is 
*V acknowledged by the highest 

authority in the country to bo 
absolutely the cheapest and, 
'eery beet Manure for all Agri
cultural a n d Horticultural 
purposes. C. H. G A R D N E R , 
General Agent 16 Cortlandt 
St, N e w York. 

£5^" All orders from Canada 
W e s t Michigan, and all that part of the State of N e w York, 
lying west of the Hudson River, excepting the counties of Albany, 
Schenectady and Saratoga, should be sent direct to 

BBIGG8 «fc BRO., 
STATE ST., ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, 
W h o have the EXCLUSIVE EIGHT T O SELL THIS AETICLE, wholesale 

aud retail, in that territory. ^"Orders from all other territory 
should be sent to 

C. H. G A R D N E S , General Agent, 16 Cortland St., N. Y. 
There are two grades of the Bone Flour, one, (the finest) called 
Floated, the other No. 1. The following are the prices, subject 
to freight from N e w York: 

FLOATED. NO. 1. 
$75 $ tun, (2,000 fts.) $65 $ tun, (2,000 lbs.) 
$33 $ half tun. $33 $ half tun. 
$10 # large barrel, (260 lbs.) $10 f large barrel, (300 lbs.) 
$ 5 $ half barrel. $ 6 $ haft barrel. 
y5g" To accommodate amateurs, lady gardeners, florists, &c, 

the Flour of Bone will be put np in packages for $1, $2, and $3, 
and sent by express. 

J3^~ To save expense in freight we will ship direct from the 
mills In N e w York, or Boston, to parties east or south of Eoch-

Testlmonlals. 

1. Few substances have of late years done so much to increase 
the agricultural products of England as crushed bones for man
ure.—i/b/wwo?i',« Ag. Chemistry. 

2. Bones, when finely ground, constitute one of the most per
manent manures, T E N TIMES richer in ammonia than ordinary 
farm yard manures.—Rural Annual, 1864. 

8. One advantage this has over barn yard manures is that It 
contains no foul seeds.—London Farmers' Maga&kie. 

4. I have found ground bones the very best and cheapest ferti
lizer to be obtained. • * It is worth from two to three times 
the same cost of stable manure brought from the city.—A. P. 
Owrnmmg, Ag. Editor, N. Y. Observer. 

5. Bones are of no value to crops until decomposed. Half-inch 
bones will last fifty years. This bono flour is finer than I have 
ever seen bones reduced by any other mode of grinding. I con
sider 15 bushels of this better for the first five years than fifty 
bushels of coarse bone.—Prof. Mapes before Am. Institute 
Farmers' Club, N. Y. 

6. FLOITB O F BONE.—Ever since its character became known 
to m e by examination and use, I have persisted in its recom
mendation as the most economical concentrated fertilizer farmers 
can purchase.—Solon Robinson, Ag. Ed. N. Y. Tribune. 

7. I have long used reduced bone, especially for grape vines for 
•which it to one of the best special manures in use. I have used 
the Flour of Bone with the most gratifying results. I can cheer
fully recommend it for its goodness and purity.—Peter B. Mead, 
late Ed. of Horticulturist. 

S. For fruit culture I consider the pure Unbumed Flour of 
Bo»e, the best and safest fertilizer.—E. Williams, Small Fruit 
Nurseries, Montelair, N. J. 
9. E. G, Gordon wants a substitute for manure, for top-dressing 

grass land. In our opinion ho will find nothing better or cheaper 
than bone flour.—Solon Robinson, N. Y. Tribune's report of 
Am. Institute Farmers' Club. 

10. I tried several tons of Flour of Bone, and the result was 
most satisfactory. Being well convinced of its superiority over 
»ny other fertilizer I have tried, I do not hesitate to recommend 
Jti-jB. F. Small, 28 South St., New York. 

' iL H O P G E O W E B S . — I would recommend the use of one-fourth 
pou»4 of Flour of Bone -to each hill of hops, as the best fertilizer 
fcrafcopyard.—F. W. Collins, Rochester, N. Y. 

12. T W s superior mannre has been thoroughly tested—not like 
too .manyAdvertised preparations, that on testing will not bear the 
trial W e can speak very confidently about It, as we hear oon-
tlimally such high testimonials of its great value amongour load
ing nurserymen and florists— Wright & Russell, Wholesale 
Tree and Plant Brokers and Commission Merchants, No. 85 
Arcade, Xoduester, N. Y. 

EP-EamjfliJets containing analysis, testimonials and diree-

ttoju $r.«M| •eat free to all applicants, *"-" 

1866. SORGO. 1866. 

WE A R E TTOTV P R E P A R E D T O FILL O R D E R S for 

Sugar Cane Seed, from choice lots, (carefully selected by ourselves), of the best varieties of 

Pure Sorgo and Imphee Seed. 

SEED CIECULAES, containing Price List and Directions for Plant

ing, sent,^rse of charge. 

t^-NOW BEADY.J0I 

THE S0EGH0 HAND BOOK TOE 1866, 

Containing valuable information on the culture of Sorgo and the 

manufacture of Sirup and Sugar therefrom; also n full illustrated 

description of the celebrated 

"COOK'S EVAPOBATOR," 

THE "VICTOR" CANE MILL. 

Sent,fi'ee of aharge,on application to our addresB. 

tftt 

ap-lt 

BLYMER, BATES & DAY, 
Mansfield, Ohio. 

I N S U R E I N T H E B E S T . 

THE UNION rfkUTtfAIi 1IFE INSURANCE 
C O M P A N Y , Boston, Mass. Second to none. No forfeiture 

of policies. No litigation of claims. Henry Crocker, Presldont: 
W . H. Hollister, Secretary. 

Assets, Deo. 81,1865 $1,580,871 
Increase since December, 1864 486,000 
Losses paid to date 944,000 
Dividends 500,000 
Amount insured thereby 15,648,710 

This Company having been incorporated in 1848,, Is now one 

of the 

Oldest, Safest and Best, Life Insurance Companies in the 
United States I 

The security of its Investments and the economy of Its general 
management have successfully commended it to the confidence 
of the public, and made 

T H E H I S T O E Y O F ITS P A S T ITS P R O M I S E F O E T H E 

FUTUEE. ' 

It issues all tho ordinary forms of polloles, and has somo plans 
of insuring, OEIOINAL W I T H ITSELF, to which publlo attention la 

Invited. 

^P-Unllke others Mutual Companies, it combines in itself the 
advantages of both the stock and mutual plans, Its polioy holders 
thus sharing in all Its profits, (which are large,) and at tho same 
time rendering It impossible for tho Company to assoss thorn for 
Its losses. Call before insuring elsewhere. 

Examination is Invited. 

G E O R G E N. R E Y N O L D S , General Agent, 

Office, 88 Arcade, Eochester. 

Address—Box 625, Post Office. 

W . 8. Campbell, agent Orleans County, No. 21 BurrowB Block, 

(up stairs,) Albion. 

E. E. Hill, agent Genesee and Wyoming Countles.1. 

WUlhmWoodbury,>gent, Canandaigua, Ontario County. -»p-t* 
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rpHE G R E A T FAMIlfcY SEWINGMACHINE. 

ELASTIC STITCH 

SEWING MACHINES 
Are Superior to all others for the following reasons: 

1. They Esew direct from the spools, and require no rewinding 
of thread. 

2. They are more easily understood and used, and less liable to 
derangement than other machines. 
8. They are capable of executing perfectly, witnont change of 

adjustment, a much greater variety of work than any other 
machine. 
4. The stitch made by these machines is much more firm, 

elastic and durable, especially upon articles which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch. . 
5. This stitch, owing to the manner in which the thread is in

wrought, is much the mosfc plump and beautiful in use, and 
retains this plumpness and beauty even upon articles frequently 
washed and ironed until they are1 worn out. 
6. The structure of the seam is such that̂  though it be cut or 

broken at intervals of only a few stitches, it will neither open, 
run, or ravel, but remain firm and durable. 

7. Unlike other machines, these fasten both ends of the seam 
by their own operation. 
8. "With these machines, while silk is used'upon the right or 

face side of the seam, cotton may be used upon the other side 
without lessening the strength or durability of the seam. This 
can be done on no other machine, and is a great saving upon all 
articles stitched or made up with silk. 
9. These machines, in addition to their superior merits as 

^instruments for sewing, by a change of adjustment, easily learned 
'and practised, execute the most Deautiful and permanent em
broidery and ornamental work. 

GROVER & BAKER S. M. CO. .. 
495 Broadway, New York, 

aP-tf or, 48 Btate Si, Rochester. 

¥EiEER FRUIT BASKET 
Beeolier's Patent, May 31, 1864, 
FOR convenience in picking Small Fruits, and for their safe 

transportation to market, and beauty of arrangement when 
on sale, tho 

VENEER FRUIT BASKET 
has no equal. The Horticultural Exhibition of the American 

Institute, held at Cooper Union last season, awarded the 

FIRST AND ONLY PRIZE! 
TO THESE BASKETS, and our most experienced Fruit raisers 
and dealers, give them the 

PREFERENCE OVER ANY OTHER BASKET US MARKET, 

Sold by the trade generally, and by the Manufacturers. 

A. BEECHEE & SONS, 
Westvillo, Conn. 

JEff Send Stamp for Circular. Feb^t 

IMPORTANT TO STOCKBREEDERS, 

B A K L E Y'S 

WILSON'S E A R L Y B L A C K B E R R Y . 
T H E liARGEST, BEST, AND MOST PRO

D U C T I V E . Eipo before any other Blackberry, yielding 
its whole crop in the shortest period, between Raspberries and 
other Blackberries, just the time when fruit is scarce and brings 
the highest price. 

Philadelphia Raspberry, 
For hardiness and productiveness is unequalled, bearing- the ex
treme cold of Minnesota without injury, and yielding in that 
latitude a splendid crop of fruit. It has produoed here over 200 
bnshels per acre. 

80 Acres la Strawberries, Best Varieties. 

Send for Catalogues, gratis. 

WILLIAM PAEEY, 
ap-2t Cinnaminson, N. J. . 

RUSS' PATENT SCISSORS SHARPENER. 
E V E R Y I.AIJY should have one. All canvassers and 

agents can make money selling this useful little article 
without interfering with other business. Sample'sent by mall for 
00 cents. Address W . P. Pock. 13 Gold street, N o w York; Q. W 
Ellis, 94 State street, Albany; or C. 8. Hall, 29 State street, 
Eochester, N. Y. ap-tf 

TODD'S IMPROVED STAMPS. ' 
"C^OR M A R K I N G SHEEP. 

AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE. 
Send for Circulars to agents. 

Address, A. TODD, JR., 
a P - u * Pultneyville, Wayne 6o„ N. Y. 

GOODRICH SEEDLING POTATOES. 

IC A N S P A R E a few bushels of the 6LEAS.ON, the best 

• B0tat°for, winter and spring use, of the entire twenty sorts, 
raised by the late Eev. O. E. Goodrich, and described in my'free 
catalogue. It is remarkably productive and freefcom disease, as 
well as superior for baking. Price, .$1.60 per peck J 18.00 per 
.bushel; $10.00 per barrel. N o extra charge * 

aP-"* D. S. HEREON, Utica, N. Y.1 

Heave Remedy, and Infallible 
Condition Medicine. 

THE GREAT REMEDY FOR DISEASES OF 

HORSES AND CATTLE. 

Its effects are permanent and always safe. 
It is free from the injurious mineral or vegetable stimulant! 

that enter so largely into the composition of most other medi
cines. 
It has been tested for fifteen years by the best stock breeders 

in tho country with unqualified satisfaction. 

HOUSES. 
It is a sure cure for 

HEAVES, 
COUGHS, 

C01DS, 
BROKEN WIND, and all other 

diseases which affect the wind of Horses. 
It has never failed, when properly tested, of curing all diseases 
of cattle arising from coughs and colds or overwork. Its use on 
some of the largest stock farms in. N o w York and the Wostom 
States, has saved thousands of valuable animals. Many breeders 
will not be without it. Wherever its qualities are known It Is 
the universal favorite. The proprietors simply ask for It a trial, 
feeling confident that ft will givo satisfaction. 
By Its use the appetite of the itnimal is improved, all derange

ments of the digestive organs corrected, the skin softened, and 
the coat restored to a natural and healthy condition. 

THE AMERICAN HEAVE REMEDY AND CON
DITION MEDICINE, 
Is warranted superior; 

Eequires smaller doses; 
Is inoro easily given; 
Is more certain in its operation— 

Than any other remedy known 
Its operation is so simple and natural that it may safely be 

given to horses and work cattle without the necessity of mitr 
drawing them from the road or field. 
Price 25 cents per package, $2.00 per dozen. 
For sale by all druggists and general dealers throughout tho 

?TLE & CO, 82 Dey street, 
General Agents, N e w York. 
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Eggs for Hatching-, for Sale. 

WHITE FACE BUCK SPANISH, PYLE GAME, BLACK 
RED GAME, GREY DORKINGS, and BRAMA 

POOTRAS, 

Each $7 to $10 per pair; $10 to $15 per trio, 
according to age and size. 

Fresh Eggs from any or all the above, $3 per dozen; two 
dozen, $5 ; five dozen, $10.—Carefully packed and 

sent in their turn. 

Send stamp for circular. 

Address, E. A. WENDELL, 
Albany, N. Y. 

$50. LOCAL AND $150. 

TRAVELING AGENTS WANTED. 

EMPLOYMENT AT A LIBERAL SALARY. 

T H E FRANKLIN SEWING MACHINE COMPANY 
want a limited number of active agentB to travel and soli

cit orders for Machines, at a salary of 

$50 TO $150 PER MONTH AND EXPENSES. 

No Humbug Concern 

Permanent employment given to the right kind of Agents. 
Local Agents allowed a very liberal commission. 

MACHINES NOT EXCELLED BY ANY OTHER IN 

THE MARKET, and 

WARRANTED FOR ONE YEAR. 

Cheaper than any other, and More Practical. 

COMPETITION DEFIED. 

pjff- For Circulars, Terms, Conditions, Book of Instructions, 
and specimen Machine, address, with stamp for return postage, 

Franklin Sewing Machine Company, 
Box 302, Post Office, 

mh-tf Boston, mass. 

3 A A n l S A B E l l l C B A P B VINES-also Isra 
. U U U ella, Iona, and Adirondack. 1 or sale by 
J - i — i W i a ADAMS, 
toh.tf Bocheater, N. Y. 

FLOWER AND VEGETABLE SEEDS. 

VICE'S ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF 
SEEDS. 

FLORAL GUIDE FOR 1866. 

IS , NOW PUBLISHED, AND CONTAINS A FULL 
DESCRIPTION OF THE CHOICEST FLORAL 

TREASURES OP THE WORLD, 

AND THE BEST VEGETABLES, WITH PLAIN 

DIRECTIONS, FOB CULTURE. 

Illustrated with a Colored Bouquetteand 

Fifty Wood Engravings, 

OF THE NEWEST AND BEST FLOWEBS, AND CONTAINING; ABOUT 

Seventy Pages. 

p^°" Sent to all who apply, enclosing Ten Cents, which is not 
half-the cost. 

Flowers from seeds sold by mo, obtained tho first prizes, at the 
principal State Fairs, and hundreds of. County Fairs, the past 
summer. 

jan-tf 

J A M E S V I C E , 

• Rochester, IV. ~V. 

THE KEDZIE FILTER 
has heen used many years throughout *tli© United 
States, and its merit fully established i 
ing every PRACTICAL and SCIENTIFIC am 

for the objects desired, namely, rendering tne 
mosf impure- Kaln, Elver, or Hydrant water froe 
from all organic matters, gasos, color, taste or 
| smell. 

They are portable, durable and convenient, not 
I liable to get out of order, and can be transported 
| any distance In safety. 

Address, -KEDZIE & BTJNlSrEL, 
Rochester, N. T. 

Descriptive circulars sent froe. mh-tf 

rpHE MOTHER'S JOURNAL. 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE! 
For Mothers and the Household. , 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF PER YEAR! 
AGENTS WANTED 
In oyery Churoh, Town and Village, to secure subscribers. Direct 
all letters to MOTHER'S JOURNAL 

Feb'ytf. 498 Broadway, New York. 

GREGORY'S SEED CIRCULAR. 
S E N T GRATIS TO ALL. — As the original" introduce? 

of the Hubbard Squash, Marblehead Mammoth Cabbage, 
and other choice vegetables, I invite the patronage of tho public. 

JAMES J. H. GREGORY, 
mli.Jt Marblehead, Maes. 
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PIEIIUI.-LI0EI.1L OFFE 
A HANDSOME PRESENT 

TO EVERY SUBSCRIBER TO 

THE AMERICAN FARMER—AT $1.00, 
Or in Clubs of Ten and upwards, at Eighty Cents each. "We will 

send a beautiful engraving of the late 

PRESIDENT LINCOLN AND SON 
" at home." This is a splendid offer, and w e congratulate our

selves on having secured this valuable prize for our subscribers. 

THE GREAT REBELLION. 
/-\R, T H E CIVIL W A R IN T H E U N I T E D STATES. A 
\J complete record of the whole contest, by Hon. J. T. 
Headley, author of Napoleon and His Marshals, Washington and 
His Generals, &c, &c. Ij200 pages royal octavo, and 80 steel 
engravings. Complete in one volume, and the same in two vol
umes. Ready in March. Also tho Photograph Album Family 
Bible. The mo6t complete ever published. 
Agents wanted in every town m Monroe county, to canvassfnr 

these works. Address, L. H. D E N I S O N , 
62 Buffalo stairs, (8d floor), 

Rochester, N. Y. 

IS 11 
TO AGENTS!!! 

To any one who will send us Seventy-five Subscribers, 

at $1.00 each—or 1 2 5 , at 75 cents each, we will send one of the 

Franklin Sewing Machine, 
worth $30.00, by Express. 

We will send a copy of 

Scribner's Ready Reckoner, 
and Log Book, to every Agent who will send us F i v e S u b 

scribers, at 80 cents each. 

W e will send a copy of 

Miner's Domestic Poultry Book, 
to every Agent who will send us E i g h t Subscribers, at 

IS cents. 

W e will send a free copy of 

The American Farmer, 
and either of the above books to every Agent who will send us 

T e n S u b s c r i b e r s , at our lowest club rates of Seventy-Fi-

Cents each. 

W o will send a beautiful 

Steel Engraving of Lieut. Gen. Grant, 
to every Agent, who, will send us Sixteen Subscribers, at 

our lowest club rates of Seventy-five Cents each. 

W e will send a beautiul 

Engraving of President Lincoln, and also 
. of Gen. Grant 

to every Agent who will send us T w e n t y - f o u r Subs«ri-

bers. 

Our object In offering the above liberal Premiums la to oreate a 

largo circulation for T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , which wo 

desire to Introduce into every town and village in tho country. 

W e send tho paper to any address. Additions to clubs can be 

made at any time. 

Subscription money may be forwarded by mail, at m y risk 

•without being registered. Address, 

joirisr TURNEB, 
Ptlblielier a n d FroprietplV 

A m e r i c a n ranner, 
Rochester, IV. Y . 

10,000 MANETTA EOSE CUTTINGS, 
f~W3T ten to twelve inches long, $5.00 per 1,000. 

ALSO, 25,000 ANGEK'S QUINCE STOCKS. 
jan-tf S A L T E R & A N T H O N Y , Rochester, N. Y. 
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M A Y . 

"The spirit of the gentle South wind calls 
From her blue throne of air, 

And where her whispering voice in music falls, 
Beauty is budding there; 

The bright ones of the valley break 
Their slumbers, and awake." 

TheBe "bright ones of the valley," how sweetly they 

speak to us. So lately slumbering in death, now all 

awake, alive, arisen. The whispering voice of the 

gentle South wind has called, and they have come 

forth, all-glorious in the beauty of a new life. So little 

worth in the eyes of worldly wisdom, yet so cared for; 

" they toil not, they spin not," yet they stand arrayed 

in more than royal glory. Kose and lily, cowslip and 

primrose, pure, sweet, voiceless messengers are they 

all, telling us of a new life for him that was dead, and 

new glory *°r * n e lowliest and least worthy. 

^ 
FARM W O R K FOR MAY. 

MAY is the month called " beautiful," and she has 

days that come nearer to the realization of our ideas 

of the paradise of our first parents, than any others in 

the year. W h e n the grass, wears Its liveliest emerald 

hue, when the apple, peach, pear, cherry, and plum 

trees are laden with variegated blossoms, and the 

air is " oppressed with perfume"—then, the dweller 

in the country walks on earth, and breathes an 

atmosphere of which the unhappy " cit" has no con

ception. A few brief suggestions of the ordinary 

labors to be performed on the farm each month, 

may serve as a reminder to the practical farmer, and 

inform those, not of the profession, as to what is 

going on among those who produce the great staples 

of life. 

As April was the sowing month, May is the plant

ing month. W e used to plant the com crop first, 

and then the potato crop. But laterly, since the 

advent of the potato disease, we have thought that 

early planted potatoes were more likely to escape 

the rot, and now most farmers plant their potatoes 

first. The leading varieties for field culture are 

Dykemans, Buckeyes, Seedling Mercers, Flukes, 

Peachblows, Prince Albert, Jackson Whites, and 

Garnet Chili. The Seedling Mercer is probably our 

best potato, quality considered; but not the most 

profitable. They require a rich soil—do well on sod; 

but they are quite liable to rot. The Fluke is an 

excellent baking potato, but is subject to similar 

conditions to the Seedling Mercer. The Dyke-

man is tolerably productive, aud a good early 

variety, but does not do well in some localities. 

Of the others named, the Peachblow is the best, 

being one of the best spring potatoes we have. It 

yields well on light soils, and will turn off more 

money to the acre than the Seedling Mercer. The 

other varieties are coarse potatoes, but yield well, 

and consequently pay as well as any. The coarser 

varieties should be planted about three and a half 

feet apart both ways—the others three feet. 

Plant medium sized tubers, cut into two or four 

pieces, and about six good eyes to a hill. It is a 

good plan to renew your seed from distant sections 

frequently. A little fine manure, or bone dust, in 

each hill, will increase the yield. 

Plant corn as early as the season will permit, on 

rich soil, well prepared. The yellow varieties are 

generally preferred, although on light soil the eight 

rowed white does rather better. If, owing to the 

land being wet, it is necessary to put off planting 

until tiie last of the month, the Improved King' 

Philip is a good kind to plant, as it will ripen im 

ninety days, and is quite prolific. South of 44 *, 

the Ohio dent is a very profitable variety. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



138 THE 

Sow plaster. Farmers, usually, have a little lei-

' sure after planting, when they should scatter the 

plaster with a free hand. Sow it on the pasture 

lot, on the clover meadow, on the corn hills, on 

anything which your experience teaches you it will 

benefit. It is the cheapest fertilizer that can be 

used for'clover, and clover plowed under will improve 

the soil. From 100 to 150 pounds are enough. 

* Sow corn. Above all, do not forget td sow corn, 

either broadcast, or in drills, for soiling you* stock, 

in case a drouth cuts short your pasture. In no way 

can so much good, nutritious fodder be obtained 

from an acre of ground, as in sown corn. If not 

needed in the summer or autumn, it can be cured, 

arid makes the best of winter fodder. The ground 

should be yery rich, and about four bushels sown 

broadcast, or two in drills, 2 1-2 apart. If sown 

broadcast, it should be plowed under. 

Beans. The latter part of the month is a good time 

to plant field beans. Medium White are about as cer

tain and profitable as any variety. They should be 

2 1-2 feet one way, and in drills, or hillspretty close 

together the other way. 

Sow carrots for stock feeding, last of the month, 

in drills, 2 1-2 feet, if to be worked by horse, or 

half that distance, if to be worked by hoe. Soil 

should be rich, and free as possible from weeds. 

Repair fences. Turn cattle out to pasture from 

middle to last of the month. If cows are about to 

calve, keep them in the yard until it is over—for 

change of diet and the excitement of greater freedom, 

sometimes causes abortion. Save all the calves, for 

at present and prospective prices of cows and beef, 

it will pay to raise them. 

FARM TALKS—No. 2. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY G. E. BRACKETT, 
BELFAST, MAINE. 

" WELL, neighbor, Jones, what have you been driv

ing at, lately." 

"Oh, a little of everything, getting ready for 

spring work, you know." 

" Going to farm it pretty strong this year 1" 

" No ; I can't see m y way clear enough to go into 

potato raising so deep as I have the last, two or three 

years. Don't think they, will bring an extra price 

next fall, though the new tariff on those that are 

brought from the Provinces may have a good effect. 

I shall put in nioro barley." 

" Sell any stock this spring?" 

" Only m y six-year old oxen. A butcher offered 

m e $225, and I let 'em slide. I don't believe in 

keeping an animal you have raised for sale, after you 

have been offered all it is worth. They were a 

handsome pair of oxen though, and had got to be in 

good order. The three year olds and the horses will 

PAEMER. 

have to do the spring work. H o w are you getting 

along ?" 

" Pretty fair. I've been fixing up the old orchard. 

Just got through grafting-last ,-week."; 

, , " W h a t kind of apples did,you put in?" 

" Mostly Baldwins, They are the standard fruit 

yqt. There's nothing in the apple line that can com

pare with them for a, market variety, that's been 

found out, yet. I've put in some Talman Sweets, 

Rhode Island Greenings, and a tree or two of early 

kinds, for variety, you know." 

" Cost's something more for grafting wax, than it 

did a few years ago, don't it ?" 

"Yes; rosin is high, but some are using the old-

fashioned clay grafting cement. On large stocks it 

answers very well; but on small stock wax is indis

pensable. The clay cement is made; by mixing two 

parts clay with one part clean cow dung, and putting 

in a little very fine hay, cut very short, to mate it 

hold together." 

" Have you got plenty of seed potatoes ? If you 

have, I want to exchange some of m y Footes for 

some you raised down on your clay loam field." 

" Do you think they do better to change the seed 

from clay soil to your upland ?" 

" Certainly, I know they do. I make it m y prac

tice to change m y seed potatoes at least every other 

year, and they yield much better by so doing. I 

suppose it is so, to a certain extent, with all kinds 

of crops, but potatoes show it plainly, and it is the 

same when changed from upland to lowland or clay 

loams." 

" Got any seed corn to spare ?" 

" I can let you have a few quarts." 

" H o w did you save yours ?" 

"I selected it in the field after the husks had got 

dry, taking only those ears which were filled out 

over the tips perfectly, and only those which were 

on a stalk that raised two or more good ears. Tins 

is the way I've saved mine for several years, and I 

think it is gradually improving the quality of the 

corn." 

" W h a t do you think of putting corn in so early?" 

" I don't believe in planting corn or any other 

seed, until the soil is in condition to receive it, and 

that is not until it is warm and mellow. As a gen

eral thing, we are all apt to work our ground too 

early in the spring, and heforo it is dry enough. 

The consequence is we put in the seed while the" 

soil is cold and damp, and by working the soil wet, 

it is left in a lumpy condition, only half pulverized, 

and unfit for furnishing food for the young plants. 

So it's best not to be in a hurry till the right time, 

and then put things through as fast as you please." 

GET up a Club for THE AMERICAN FABMKRI See 

supplement to this number. 
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A FEW HINTS ON KEEPING FOWLS. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY S. P. KEATOE, 

FARMER. U39 

to give the chicks strength. Feedlittje. and-.often 
and keep -your coop clean, and no difficulty wpl.,be 

found in raising ninety per cent of all the chipkens 
hatched. 

MANURE FOR HOP YARDS. 

WRITTEN FOE TIIE AMERIOAN FARMER, BY F. W. COLLINS. 

IT is a mistaken idea that the richest lands are 
thpse most appropriate for hop yards. Where the 
soil is very fertile, as in reclaimed swamp lands, and 
the rich mucky Jands in many sections of Michigan, 

Illinois and Wisconsin, the growth of vines prepon
derates greatly over the quantity and value of the 
.fruit raised, when treated in the same manner, as is 
the soil in the.older hop districts of N e w York. 
These older hop districts are what would be called 
in Western N e w York, poor lands; lands unfavor
able to the growth of fruit or grain, except in their 
most hardy varieties; clay, slate lands peculiarly 
adapted for dairy or stock farms, and UBed for that 
purpose. Almost all the hop growers in these hop 
districts were first, and still are dairymen. The 
surplus of manure produced on the farms is used 
advantageously upon the hop yards there, while the 
same amount upon richer lands would only increase 
the growth of vines without a corresponding-

increase in theyieldof hops. 

, There is an infallible rule for the preparation and 
cultivation of hop yards equally applicable to every 
sections • Whatever prepares the ground well for 
corn, does1 for hops. The first thing necessary for 
either crop is to keep the ground mellow and per
fectly free from weeds; first by sub-soil plowing and 
draining, and afterwards by a frequent use of the 
cultivator and hoe. Then the proper manure for 
the hop yard is whatever would fit the Bamo land 

for a good corn crop; -whether it be the contents of 
barn yards, ashes, marl, lime, plaster, or bone dust. 
On clay, slate lands it is customary to manure the 
hop yard in the fall, by placing a shovelfull of good 
barn yard manure to each hill, which requires four 

or five loads per acre. 

Lime and ashes are also very beneficial in the 
spring, applied at the rate of about one pint to tho 
hill, which has a tendency to prevent the work-of 
the grubs. Lands destitute of lime and magnesia 
would be greatly benefitted by the use of lime, 
ashes and bones. R a w bones, ground into flour, 
form the most nutritious manure for many lands. 
This preparation is a great improvement as an im

mediate fertilizer, upon any other form of bone 
manure, restoring to theHland, in a condition for irni-
taiediate use, the organic matter which the growth , 
of hop&so rapidly absorbs. This can be procured in 
an unadulterated condition, of the Boston Milling 

and .Manufeictuping. - Company,.. 

I HAVE often thought that the profits of domestic 
poultry have been underrated to such an extent, that 

many persons do not give their fowls the care they 
are entitled to. That fowls kept by careful and ex
perienced hands, have yielded a. handsome income 
for the capital invested, no one will deny; on the 
other hand, fowls kept by careless and unobseMng 
persons have failed to meet the expectation of that 
class who think that there is nothing in. good care 
and good management of poultry, any more than any
thing else. 

There' are two classes that keep poultry, the one 
class keep and raise them for amusement, and gen
erally are fond of that kind commonly called, orna
mental poultry; the other class select and keep what 
are commonly called, barn yard fo wls^and it is perhaps 
from this claBB, that the greatest profit is to be real
ized. They produce the finest chickens for the table, 
and if well kept, will at all seasons of the year pupply 
the larder with good, fresh eggs, which a good cook 
will rarely if-evor object to. 

In order to be successful in raising poultry, a few 
precautions are necessary..- First keep your roosting 
places for fowls clean, and*free from lice; let your 
fowls at ajl times hdve free, access jto fresh and pure 
water, burnt bones, gravel, &c. Sfeleefrhene- for sea
ting that yon know are kind and gentle mothers; 
select gpod.fresh eggs—those that have been laid the 
day before are to be preferred. A good sized hep 
cau cover fifteen eggs, and if set in a quiet place will 
hatch from thirteen to fifteen chickens. After the 
hen has been sitting about a week it is well to sprin
kle a little powdered snlpur in the nest. This will 

drive away all the lice the hen may have on her, 
which if allowed to remain, often compels her to 
leave the nest. 

Should you prefer to raise pullets, select small 
round eggs, as the long sharp ones are sure to pro 
duce male chickens. About the time you think the 
chicks begin to hatch, it is well to examine the nest 
and remove all the shells and rotten eggs, Perhaps 
some of the confined chicks may require- a little as

sistance, for sometimes they are unable to break down 
the .prison walls that confine them. In rendering 

this assistance, be careful not to hold the small end 
of the egg downward as that m ay cause a loss ol 

blood and the chick will die. The chicks, should be 
left under the hen, in the nest, at least twenty-four 

hours after being hatched. By thie they gain 
strength, and will be less liable to perish when 

removed to the open air. Let the coop stand facing 

the east, so as to receive the morning sun. Feed 
HWfli cooked corn meal, until old enough to eat whole; 
grain. A boiled egg occasionally is a. good> t&jng. 
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N e w lands need much less manure than old yards ; 

while if the soil is not properly prepared before the 

roots are planted, any amount of subsequent culti

vation will not atone for the neglect. 

BUILDINGS FOR A SMALL FARM. 

I SEND the accompanying plan of buildings suit

able for a small farm. The idea in view is to obtain 

the greatest amount of conveniences in the smallest 
possible space, and hence at the least cost. The 

buildings are intended to be built in the ballpon 

style, the timber consisting principally of 4 by 2 joists. 

House 25 by 20, 11 feet posts, thus giving high 
chambers. Two large bedrooms, one small one, and 
a large closet in the chamber. End to the road, 

and all the buildings face the south. Cellar only 

under the main house, with roll way. Chimneys 

in the center of house and L. L 15 by 15, 9 feet 

CABBAGE. 

M E S S R S . EDS.:—I have just been reading in the 

April number of T H E F A R M E R , ,a pretty minute des

cription from one of your correspondents, on the 
subject of raising parsnips, which is all very good. 
I wish to say in this connection, for the benefit of 

your readers, that I have been in the practice of 

planting cabbage seed, with such seed as come 

up small and are at first of slow growth, especially 
with carrots. The cabbages come up quick, and 

shows where the rows are, which enables m e to 
weed the bed before the carrots get large enough to 

be easily seen; and another ad vantage is, "they-Blake 

; posted. Chamber used for granary, &c. Stairs from 

i the woed house. Sink and permanent boiler in 

. cook room ; stove to be removed to living room in 

winter, if desired. Stoves in parlor and nursery. 
W o o d room, with well and pump or bucket in cor
ner. Carriage house, with room on side for har

ness ; thills of wagon pass through the partition in

to the henery. - Carriage and wood room, henery, 

pig pen, &c, single roofed. Henery with window in 
roof. Open passage from wood room through carriage 
room and barn to hog pen. Barn with six cattle 
stalls, two horse stalls, one bay, and large floor. All 

outer doors of barn and outhouses to slide inside, 

except large barn door. Stairs to reach scaffold over 

horse stalls. Other smaller matters will suggest 
themselves to any one. 

The cost of these buildings depends upon location, 
style of finish, &c, and will range anywhere between 

$1,200 and $2,000, to be in respectable style. 

the best cabbage' plants for late or winter use. 
Standing thin in the rows, they grow more stocky 

than when sown thick in abed, and are fit for trans
planting before the carrots get large enough to be 
injured by them.—A. Devoe. 

A MAN'S influence is imparted to his beasts, par
ticularly the horses, the working cattle, and the 

milch cows. A man of an Irritable temper gets up 
nervousness in a horse or cow. 

T H E next Ohio State Fair will be held at Dayton, 

September 25. 

F A R M BTJIX.TMLTVGS. 

GEOTJND K A N . — H o u s e 2S by 20. Woodhouse, 12 by 10. Carriage house, 12 by 10. Barn, 85 by 25. Henery, 10 by 
ID. Hog Pen, and Water Closet, 10 by 10. Measurement in the clear. No allowance made for walls and partitions. 

DESCB1PTION.—A, parlor—13 by 10; B, nursery—12 by 10; C, library—10 by 8; D, living room—15 by 11: E, hall—10 by 5; 
F, closet; F, cellar; G, cook room, &c—9 by 8; H, pantry—9 by4; I, hall—9 by 8; J, wood and well room—12 by 10; K, carriage 
room—12 by 10; L, poultry house—10 by 10; M, pig pen—1 by 6; M, pig pen—T by 5; N, water closet—4 by 4; O, barn floor—25 
by 18; P, horse stalls—6 by 4, each; Q, passage; E, cattle stalls—12 by 8 # j S, bay, 12 by 10. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 141 

HOW W E FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BT P. o. BEYNOLDS. 

NUMBER TUBES. 

The profit of the oat crop, on an average soil, in 

ordinary times, may be stated thus: 

Cost of plowing, sowing, and harrowing an acre $6.00 
Three bushels of seed, at 50 cents. 1.50 
Harvesting and drawing • / 8.00 
Threshing and drawing to market 8.00 

Total cost of orop $18.50 

By 40 bushels of oats, at 40 cents per bushel $16.00 
By 1 ton of straw 10.00 

—-J26.00 

Net profit per acre $12.50 

This would pay the taxes and ten per cent on land 

worth $100 per acre. Higher priced land should 

never be sown to oats. There is a tradition among 

farmers, that oats are an exhausting crop. Is such 

the fact? W h o knows? This prejudice has probably 

arisen from observing that crops immediately suc

ceeding oats are generally rather light. Cannot this 

be accounted for in any other way than by suppos

ing that the oat crop has inordinately exhausted the 

soil ? In the first place, we are not so easeful in 

selecting our best land for oats, as for wheat, corn, 

or barley. Any cold, wet piece, we think, will 

answer for oats. The soil is often exhausted before 

the oats are sown, as well as after they are grown. 

Secondly, we do not take the pains in fitting the 

ground for oats that we do for other crops. They are 

generally hurried in early in spring, often before the 

ground is sufficiently dry, and in consequence the 

following crop suffers. 

Analysis does not show that oats draw from the 

soil more largely of important ingredients, than 

other grains. If then, it be a fact that they exhaust 

the soil more than other crops, it must be because 

they have less capacity for extracting their aliment 

from the atmosphere. W h o knows whether such is 

the fact, oi not? I once knew a farmer who gener

ally sowed oats before wheat, instead of summer 

fallowing, with good results. Of course he sowed 

them on a wheat soil, in good condition, and imTOe-

diately after harvesting plowed the ground to enable 

the scattering grain to germinate. He generally 

had a crop of green oats several inches in hight,. to 

plow under before sowing his wheat. 

Barley is another spring" crop that wo endeavor 

to get into the ground as early as. practicable. It 

does best on pretty heavy loam, and iB believed to 

leave the ground in good condition* for succeeding 

crops. Indeed, many farmers prefer a crop-of barley 

to a summer fallow, as a preparation for, wheat. The 

two-rowed variety is generally preferred at present. 

Two bushels pf clean, plump seed per awe will 

answer. Tho cosu of- raising barley, is, abput the 

same as that of oats-*-say $13.50 per acre. It yields 

on good grouniiL.from, 20 to 40 bushels, per acre—say 

an average of] 25 at 75c. per busheL. $18.75. Straw 

for feeding is worth rather more than oats—say $12, 

making cross income, $30.75, and net profit, $17,25. 

rather a bettor paying crog than. oats. 

T H E lower Genesee country within four to six 

miles of Lake Ontario^ has a soil differing materially 

from the middle and upper sections. It is generally 

a light, sandy loam, originally covered with a scant 

growth of oak, chestnut and pine. Some portions 

have a mixture of clay in the subsoil, which adds 

to its fertility. 

This lower section is peculiarly adapted to grow

ing potatoes of a dry, mpaly quality, very popular 

in the N e w York markets, and owing to the protec

tion afforded by the lake, is a good fruit region. 

Here the grape flourishes, and seldom fails of a good 

crop. Peaches often survive the winter here, when 

killed by the severe cold a few miles further south. 

The lowest_point reached at m y place, (between three 

and four miles from the lake,) during the last winter, 

was 2 ° below zero, on the 8th of January. A few 

miles further south it fell to 10 ° below. In some 

parts of the State, the thermometer fell as low as 

20°. In Philadelphia, it sank to 15° below. 

Peach buds are uninjured here as yet. 

The leading staples in this lake region, are fruit 

and vegetables, and notwithstanding the land is 

much weaker and lighter than that further up the 

river, ye't farmers, in years past, have made money 

faster than they have on the heavier soils. In grass 

and grain they excel us, on the heavy soils; but we 

surpass them in hoed crops. Oats on a light, sandy 

soil, are not a paying crop. They average from 15 

to 30 bushels per acre. U p the river, they get from 

30 to 60 bushels per acre. 

W e aim to get oats in the ground just as early in 

the spring, as it will admit of working; late sown 

oats rarely succeeding well. W e generally sow after 

corn or potatoes—rarely on sod ground. W e some

times go through with the plow and split the hills, 

harrow them down, cross-plow, and sow upon the 

furrows, if they are fine and even; otherwise harrow 

them first. Where the land is in suitable condition, 

I like to drill in oats, as it puts them in of a more 

uniform depth. W e use from 2 1-2 to 8 bushels of 

seed per acre. The lesser quantity will answer, if 

the light oats are all blown out. On very strong 

land the Poland variety brings the best returns, but 

on lighter land I prefer tho Black Maine oats. 

Some practice seeding down with o a t s ; and, if the 

oats are got in early, with tolerable success. In 

such case, the grass seed is sown before the last har

rowing, or the ground is harrowed both ways, then 

grass seed sown, and then the ground rolled with a 

heavy roller. 
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The reader will percoive that the farmer of the 

Genesee country must devote his land to more pro

fitable crops than oats or barley, to make money very 

fast. _ 

WOODCHUCKS. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY J08IAH SALTER/ 

MESSRS. EDS.:—A correspondent on page 67, 

February number, inquires how to kill woodchucks, 

&c. To me, that is a very simple operation, but why 

does he want to kill them ? I have never been able 

to discover that they do any particular damage, and 

I preserve them for sport, in the absence of other 

game during summer. True, they will' burrow a 

few holes on the high ridges, along the fences, and 

if there happens to be a young apple tree directly 

'opposite their hole, and not many feet off, they Will 

occasionally champ the bark a little, apparently for 

amusement, for they never eat it. They area very 

shy and wary animal, nnd the least thing, a piece of 

'rag or paper tied around the tree will keep them off 

' for ever. They, of course, eat a little clover, and 

grass, and fruit when they can get it. They steal a 

little from me, and a little'from m y neighbors ', but 

I have never been able to misB enough at a time to 

make m e vexed, or begrudge it. I have some fifteen 

'to twenty burrows, or more, around m y farm, and 

how many woodchucks I cannot tell;' but almost 

any summer's evening I can find out one or two 

woodchucks, sitting up on their haunches, looking 

about as knowingly and cunningly as a squirrel. 

As I said before, they are a very wary and cuA 

ning animal, and it takes a clever and courteous 

•Sportsman to approach them; therefore I call It 

•good sport to get a crack at one, and never shoot 

at them with a shot gun, for they are very hard to 

kill with .shot, and I consider it too cruel to wound 

them and let them get away; I, therefore, shoulder 

m y rifle, march round the fields, screened as much 

as possiblo, until I see one out, then approach as 

near as it is safe without being perceived, wait until 

he sits up, or I give a slight whistle, and he will be 

up in an instant, draw as fine a sight as possible 

'on his head, crack goes the rifle; if I miss, all fair 

and square, np go his heels, and down goes his head 

intohis' hoTe, 'quicker "ihtih lightning1. If I hit, hq 

is a dead " un," and not morely wounded, aifAB ViMty 

\ to be the case with a alio, gun, to got away and suffer. 

W h e n thrown into, the rnanure heap, and thoroughly 

decomposed they make excellent manure, which is 

about the best use I can put them to. 

If your correspondent has no time nor inclination 

to sport, and merely wants to get rid of them, it is 

a very easy matter, as far as m y experience goes. 

During summer, ram a bush into the mouth of their 

holes, or with a spade dig down the mouth of each 

hole, or set a dog to work at each hole, and the first 

opportunity, the woodchucks will all leave for parts 

unknown to Aim.. If this is too much trouble, the 

next best thing is, to take, during winter, a small 

ear of corn, a sweet apple- cut in two, or a piece of. 

Johnny cake, sprinkled with or 6teeped in a solution 

of strychnine, and put a piece down each hole. This 

will be sure to kill. To suffocate thom with smoke 

or the fumes of brimstone is cruel, and I never Ndo it 

or allow the boys to do it, if I can help it. 

BLACK SPANISH FOWLS. 

MESSRS. EDS.?—Allow me the privilege of answer

ing your readers a question that is askjed m e time 

after time, namely—what variety of fowl I think the 

best. And while doing so, I will add, as proof of the 

correctness of m y views, that the opinion of the 

majority oi m y customers, particularly, of fanciers, 

coincides with m y own. I have had over eighteen 

years' experience in breeding and rearing fancy fovî s 

of all kinds, and m y first choice is for the White Face 

Bla.ck Spanish. They will lay more weight of eggs 

than any other variety, while as a market fowl they 

are large, flesh tender, sweet, juicy, (not stringy as 

with some of the larger breeds,) and in this market 

I (Albany) and N e w York, they are always readily sold, 

i while those with feathers on their legs are some-

I f̂ mfis rejected as tough, I suppose that more Span

ish are sold to fanciers and amateurs in a year than 

of all other kinds of pure bred combined. I find it so 

in, m y case (and m y prices being the same for all 

varieties it is immaterial to m e which I sell). I see 

that some fanciers (who have a particular kind for 

sale) claim the Brahmas as the best. They are a 

good fowl to lay in winter after othera.are done, and 

they are a splendid " hatching machine" in summer. 

I had a hen of this breed that sat five times in a sin

gle year. Some of your readers might have seen her 

With her brood of chickens at the National Poultry 

Show, in this city, Feb., 1856. She hatched her first 

brood Jan. 5th, 1856, and sat four times more during 

the year, The Brahmas are an excellent variety, but 

I must inquire of some of your correspondents the 

difference between them and gray Shanghais. 
E. A. WENDELL. 

ALL things, as they rise, by the smooth handle 

tain." 
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HEDGE SEED. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY "COSMO." 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Being but a skirmisher—an irre

gular, if yon please—I hope it will not be expected, 

that I shall make live shots—pink the center at 

every crack. But, having been several times round 

the world, and somewhat across it, picking up, in 
out-of-the-way corners, odds and ends, not very com

m o n far up country, possibly I shall now and then 

put in a Bhot that will count. 
By the by, if there should happen to be among 

T H E F A R M E R ' S friends those who have a "bit of salt 
marsh, or swamp, or mill pond, I shall be delighted 

to meet them socially. There are swamp, and sal^ 

marsh, and pond productions that I have-studied the 
economy of abroad, some of which I have an idea 

may easily enough be utilized at home, and therefore 

propose a chat upon the subject, one of these days, 
when w e shall have become something better 

acquainted,. 
Jnst now, I have in mind a live fence material, 

which appeared to m e most efficient in countries quite 

as cold as any portion of ours; and as we have dis

covered as yet, nothing that is quite the thing need
ed for hedging in the United States, I believe atten

tion ought to be called to the material, and notwith

standing it is a long way off, if there shall be found 

ten or half a dozen reliable enterprising farmers in 

all our northern regions, who will undertake to 

make a fair and faithful, experiment, I will under
take to procure for them within a reasonable time, 

the seeds, free of cost. 
The ma,terial is the thorn-bearing shrub, popularly 

known in Spanish American countries of the South

ern hemisphere,, as the Napandfii. I have not 
learned that any of our botanists have Latinized the 

bush as yet. The Napandai .is. found common 
enough in all the interior of southern Brazil, in Ura-

guay, Paraguay, and throughout the whole of the 

provinces of the Rio de la Plata; though I do not 

remember to have ever seen it on the coast, or very 

near to any of the larger rivers. I do not know if 

the shrub is timid of wide waters. I saw it growing 

in its best perfection to the southward of El Pays 

del Diaro—those vast low, level plains, stretching 
away along the coast to the southward of the Bio 

de la Plata; and along the Port Desire Biverin 
Patagonia, in about the parallel of 46° south. The 

shrub grows abundantly, and seems perfectly hardy, 

though tho winters aTe long and severely cold. On 

the Pacific side, all through the interior of Chili, to 
the southward of Valparaiso, as far as the 42d par

allel of latitude, the Napandai is a common bush, 

and w e often saw it used as hedging enclosures for 

corals. 
The shrub grows rapidly from seed, making, if 

properly planted, an impassable fence in the 

third year of its growth, at which. age, its average 

hight is about four and a half feet. Its structure is 
more compact and symmetrical than the North 

American or European thorns; the foliage dense and 

vividly green; its flowers ornamental and sweet 

scented—the elysium of the hbney bee, and the 

sharp, black, carved and wicked thorns are so 

numerous, that it must be a brave beast or bird that 

ever makes-the second attempt to force the passage 

of. a Napandai hedge. 
The growth of the shrub is so compact and uni

form, that very little cutting is required; even for an 

ornamental hedge; and the only possible objection 

to the Napandai as a hedge plant, that I can con

ceive of, is its prolific bearing of seeds and slovenly 
habit of sowing them broadcast to an unreasonable 

distance, where they spring up and flourish like 
weeds. In our cduntry, perhaps, the birds would 

look after that difficulty, as 1 observed upon many 

occasions that chickens and pigeonB greatly preferred 

the seeds to corn or any other grain. 

FOOLISH FERTILIZING PHILOSOPHY. 

W e saw not long since, in a somewhat circuitous 

cruise through Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, and some 
of the western counties of Ohio, in all, at a rough 

gueBS, one hundred and fifty farmers, burning straw 

and corn stalks in the field ; first to get the " trash" 
out of the way, though there were but five or six of 

the fifty, that 'my shipmate and I called to an 

account, who were green enough to own up that 

getting the trash out of the way was the prime 

object. They said: 
" 0 , we are fertilizing our fields bravely; don't 

you see?" 
"No, we don't see," said Ned. doggedly, to one old 

veteran who had been a member of Congress, and was 

president of an agricultural society ; and who was 

burning up about thirty tons of good wheat straw 

all in one pile. 
"No, sir; we don't see any such thing I" Ned 

repeated. " H o w much fertility do you expect to 

get out of all that pile of straw, Colonel ?" 
" H o w much, sir ? W h y all of everything it con

tains of the material, I reckon—about twelve per 

cent of its bulk—$200 worth out of the pile, cer
tainly. You see we cannot burn up anything; it's 

all there in the ash." 
Ned laughed a regular horse ha! ha 1 ha I at which 

the Colonel stared; but not half so much as he did 

by the time Ned. had talked chemistry and fertilizing 

philosophy to him in his amusing salt water fashion 

for about ten minutes. 
" N o shipmate, you cannot absolutely burn a thing 

out of existence, certainly. But provided it were 

possible, it would only U equivalent to what you 

are doing." 
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" W h y , how is that m y dear sir?" The Colonel 

ras becoming interested and slightly alarmed. 

" Smoking like a first class ocean steamer, burn-

lg soft coal," Ned went on, pointing to the immense 

alumn of black smoke going high up into the air, 

ad then widening out and sailing away before the 

irong upper current, blackening far to leeward, all 

le eastern horizon. 

" Colonel," Ned. broke out suddenly, "if you expect 

) derive any especial benefit from the consumption 

y fire, of that big straw pile, you will need to sow 

ad plant all the White Pigeon Prairie, away over 

onder in Michigan." 

" W h y , sir, what do you mean 1" 

" That there, is where you are spreading about 

inety-two per cent of your straw fertility, fertilizing 

-nd belonging to people you never heard of—per-

ips never will. There is the trifling per cent of one 

indition of potash that you will have left for your 

lare, and the larger portion of the silica. That, 

awever, you will have so roasted that it will serve 

>u no fertilizing purpose for these four years to 

ime. All the other elements of fertility are going 

5 in that column of smoke and sailing off out of 

mr reach." 

" But what better could I have done ? The straw 

as here in m y way, and"— 

" You should have distributed it here, there, and 

erywhere about your farm, and get it out of your 

ay, m y dear sir. A great deal of it would have 

:en profitably employed in stable bedding and 

,rn yard litter, in place of the good bright hay 

crificed to such purposes. The straw having five 

nes the absorbing capacity of the hay used, would 

,ve secured to you five times more good manurial 

salth than you have secured about your stables 

.d barn yard, that has now flown or run away and 

st. 

" Then there is your orchard, which would have 

en greatly benefitted by a liberal straw mulching; 

id so would all your pastures and meadows, and 

erywhere you would have had your straw in the 

ist possible condition and position for nature's 

tive agents to lay hold of, decompose and return 

the soil in the proper form, losing in the process 

arcely seven per cent of the sum total of fertility 

the straw; whereas, by burning up the big pile 

the manner you are doing, you are loft less than 

ght per cent, and that in a .condition that I would 

>t give a.fifty cent 'fractional'for the whole lot." 

" What an agricultural.ass I am, to be sure!" the 

rionel said, looking excessively foolish. " But I 

iank you, sir, for the lesson. I shall never burn 

lother straw or corn stalk for manure, so long as I 

re. That is sworn to." 

Your own business ne'er aBk any other to do, 

V A R I E T I E S O F W H E A T . — I have grown the. 

"Hoosac" or China Tea Wheat for the last five 

years. Until last year, it gave good yield, say 

eighteen bushels per acre. This wheat should be 

cut as soon as ripe, or a little before ; otherwise it 

shells badly. I think the Yellow Fife as good for 

flour, better to yield, and it will not suffer as badly 

by standing after it is .ripe. I raised it last year; 

the best of it gave from 20 to 25 bushels per acre ; 

a neighbor got 25 bushels. It was a poor season for 

wheat With us. The Yellow Fife is a soft wheat 

like the Club, and unlike what is called the Scotch 

Fife.—/. W. £., Grinnell, Iowa, in Prairie Farmer. 

. — ^ ^ c » . < a > . - ^ 

C A R R O T S F O R HORSES.—Experiments have shown 

that the best way to feed carrots to horses, is in 

conjunction with oats. Alone, carrots are not as' 

good as oats alone, but in conjunction, they are bet

ter than each fed separately. If you are in the 

habit of feeding four quarts of oats to - mess, give 

two of oats and two of sliced carrots, and the result 

will be more satisfactory than if each were fed sepa-

ately. * 
«m i w» i wm 

A M O U N T O F BDTTER.—Butter obtained from a 

given quantity of milk varies immensely. Mr. Mor

ton, in his "Hand Book of Dairy Husbandry," asserted 

that the quantity required to make a pound of butter 

varied from sixteen to twenty-nine pints, depending 

upon the breed of cows and the feed given. 

O N E acre contains 160 square rods, 4,840 square 

yards, 43,560, square feet. One rod contains 30.25 

square yards, 272.25 square feet. One square yard 

contains nine square feet. The side of a square to 

contain one acre—208.71 feet; one-half acre—147.58; 

one-third acre—120.50 ; one-fourth acre—104.36; 

one-eighth acre—73.79. 

T H E total number of hogs packed in Chicago 

during the season just closed is 501,462, against 

750,147 last season—showing a falling off of 248,695. 

The average yield of lard is 41 per cent more than 

last year. The total number of cattle packed is 

23,728 head, against 92,459 head last season. The 

diminution is 68;431 head. 

F O R E S T trees are raised in nurseries in England, 

as fruit trees are here.. The following prices are 

from a late catalogue: ash, birch, beech, alder, $5 

per thousand; chestnut and elm, $6; spruce, $1.96; 

pine, $2.45, &c. 

I N a letter written from Germany, Mr. Klippart, 

of Ohio, said; "Here very little damage is done by 

.insects, since the birds are protected by law, and 

every grove is full of them." 
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AGRICULTURAL, INDEPENDENCE. 

Your correspondent " Esta Bueno," with his off

shore phrases, has pleasantly brought to mind m y 

nautical days, so that for the time being, I lived m y 

boyhood over again. He was undoubtedly one of 

those skippers who did not come in at the cabin 

window, with a fresh water commission, but first had 

a training before the mast; and, if he was ever so 

unfortunate as to be pressed on board an English 

m a n of war, his Yankee tact soon gained him pro

motion from the waist where they only pull and 

haul, using swabs and holy stone the decks, to take 

his station on the forecastle, in the afterguard, or in 

one of the tops. But if he had lived as long among 

farmers as I have, he would find that he is a little 

out of his reckoning when he says, " W e of the 

country yeomanry, are more dependent on our fellow 

men than any other class of beings in the world 1" 

Although feeding the whole country, " yet held in a 

bondage by the other classes as absolute as was ever 

that of the Russian serf." 'Tis true, that at present 

the farmers at the far west have to pay monopoly 

prices for the railroad transportation of their pro

ducts, extortionate express charges, and the rate of 

passenger fare there is yet twice as much as it is on 

our N e w York Central; but time and ever blessed 

competition will soon regulate all that, and the 

western farmers, like those of Western N e w York, 

will then be masters of the situation. It was only 

yesterday a miller excused himself for asking the 

N e w York city prices for flour, by saying that the 

farmers, one and all, refuse to sell their wheat at any 

thing less than the N e w York quotations ; and they 

were masters of the great home market, at least 

until Lake Erie is open. 

I have never yet seen " a righteous man forsaken," 

or a farmer fail, who stuck manfully to his legiti

mate calling; but I have seen scores of produce 

buyers and millers fail from speculating in wheat, 

pork, &c; the tendency has always been to pay 

higher prices to the farmer than the N e w York mar

ket would warrant, and the country banks have done 

much to favor such unfortunate speculations. Thus 

in m y day, the farmers have grown rich, while as a 

general rule, speculators in their products have 

grown poor. 

But apropos of Mendenhall's self-acting hand 

loom. It does nothing but weave after all. It 

neither cleanses, spins, nor dyes the wool, nor dresses 

the cloth. Here is a woolen mill employing about 

four hundred individuals, which can weave cloth at 

an expense of four cents a yard; yet to complete the 

fabric from the dirty fleece, will cost us from ninety- ( 

four cents to the four, for weaving. Seventy dollars 

a pound has been paid for one article of analyne 

chemicals for coloring, without which, not even a 

lady's Balmoral skirt can be made to conform in 

beauty to the present style and fashion.-

Our "Bueno" shipmate must reflect that the day ' 

of small things has passed away; the log house, 

with a lumbering loom between the two beds, the 

cobbler's bench in one corner, and the spinning 

wheel, and dye tub of butternut bark in the other— 

now live only in tradition ; and the farmer's daugh

ter, now substitutes the piano for the wheel, while 

her expensive' costume, from bonnet and waterfall, 

to her neat and dainty chaussure, contrasts strangely 

with the linsey woolsy dress and cobbler made shoes 

of her grandmother's day; so that " Bueno" him

self may probably exclaim in the true sailor 

aphorism: " the sails and rigging are worth more 

than the hull." 

But suppose our farmers made their own clothing, 

boots and shoes, and denied themselves every manu

factured or imported luxury, where would they 

market their surplus,.and at what price? Where 

would be the manufacturing towns and villages to 

pay them fifty cents a pound for butter, twenty-five 

cents for cheese, and a corresponding rate for flour, 

corn, pork, &c ? What would be our foreign com

merce—for if we do not import, how can we hope to 

export ? Much has been said about the approaching 

ruin of the country when our imports have exceeded 

our exports—yet it is this very excess and balance 

of trade that has enriched the country year after 

year, and aided it to carry on a triumphant war 

at an expense Of three thousand millions. 

THE FEBRUARY REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER Off-

AGRICULTURE. 

The N e w York Weekly World publishes a whole 

column of very interesting tables from this depart

ment, from which we learn that the quantity of 

grain harvested in 1865, exceeded the crops of 1864, 

by 215,541,988 bushels; also that there is a decrease 

in the value of the hay crop bf nearly ninety-two 

millions of dollars, and, in the tobacco crop of nearly 

six millions of dollars. More hay was probably 

made than in 1864, but the absence of the war 

demand has reduced the price, as the fall in the 

value of gold has reduced the price of the grain 

crops. The Commissioner seems to have been very 

indefatigable in collecting the statistics of the num

ber of acres and the crops grown, in every State 

that had not seceded from the Union ; thus living 

down by his own practical .tact and usefulness, the 

machinations of the few who are eager for his place, 

the clamor of their friends, and of the many who 

do not seem yet to know that the reports of the 

present chief are a great improvement on those of 

any one of his predecessors. 
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THE GROWING WE-AI/TH OF THE DAIRY REGIONS OF 

N E W YORK.. 

A letter from Chatauqua county, to-day, says that 

$200,000 or-more was paid out'last year by-two N e w 

York agents for the butter made in a region of six 

miles square. , It is true that the superior quality 

of the butter in that cool, high, moist, well -watered 

region, has made it in great demand by the eastern 

epicures, which materially' increases the price. 

Although as much hay is often cut to the acre in 

this warm, dry, grain region, the late summer pas

ture suffers so much from drouth, that the cows 

fail in their milk unless slopped daily, or fed green 

corn fodder, &c; and then, the butter is so inferior 

to the butter of the highland dairy regions, that it 

only passes for second and third-rate in the N e w 

York market, and the poor qualities are often sold 

as grease butter? But the Seneca county farmers 

have much to encourage them at this time to make 

butter and cheese. Our great manufacturing vil

lages always pay the highest price for all the butter 

and cheese our farmers have yet offered them with

out any squeamish regard to its quality. Then 

the profit'to'the grain growing farmer in the man

ure made from a stock-of milch cows, is a consider

ation, which in these last-days of exhausting and 

exhausted grain growing, pabulum, no wise farmer 

can disregard with impunity; 

JOSEPH WRIGHT'S LARGE CORN CROP. 

Joseph Wright, of Waterloo, is receiving many 

letters, asking for seed dent corn, or directions where 

.they can send for it in its true indigenous location. 

He makes this general reply, get your seed where it 

is largest, and the dent does not run out, either 

South Ohio and Illinois, or South Michigan ; 14 to 

22 rowed yield about alike. Plant early in May, 3 

by 3 1-2 feet in hills. Keep the' weeds down by hoe 

and cultivator. The soil must be well underdrained, 

and manured' so highly by working in fine stall 

manure as to be friable and absorptive; so as to hold 

moisture enough t6 keep the leave's from curling, 

except at mid-day through a summer drouth. He 

then has one-fourth more crop of large dent corn 

without soft ears; than he gets of dutton or long 

eight-rowed yellow, with like soil and culture. Early 

planting' gives a feeble plant, but a strong root, 

which sbon makes the plant distance the late planted 

in hot weather. 

But the secret of Mr. Wright's success is no mar

vel, when it is known how much manure he makes. 

He keeps 160 bovines, 66 horses and colts, a flock of 

sheep, hogs, ,&c. He feeds all the corn, oats and hay 

he grows, besides buying j,00 tons of straw and 

much hay when it is cheap, from other farmers,; 

feeding it all with his large corn stalks, cut fine by 

horse power, and then treated with meal. '•• He feeds | 

some uncut straw in the coldest weather to support 

the heat of the animal. If the dent corn grown in 

the climate of Western N e w York, is planted, its 

tendency is to degenerate into a round flint corn 

with a larger cob and collar. It is said that a change 

also takes place in the tropical regions, so that the 

true indigenous corn region is in about latitude 

40°, in,the lowland plains and.river bottoms. In 

the same latitude on the sea coast, the climate is too 

cool and moist for the dent variety of Indian corn. 

MULTUM IN PARVO. 

! AMERICAN FARMER, BY ' . ».,' NORTn CHILL 

T H E clover seed has been sown, twelve pounds to 

the acre, and now is the time to sow one bushel of 

plaster per acre on it, and on the old pastures. 

The ground for corn must be very nicely prepared, 

made mellow on the surface, and the corn planted 

on sandy or gravelly soil, and a handful of ashes put 

in, or on each hill. It will pay the value of one dol

lar per bushel. 

If it is now time to prime fruit trees, while doing it, 

look carefully, and take off, and destroy all worms' 

nests. 

The man who expects to succeed, should unite 

energy and activity, to reflection and experience. 

Weed out all the bad weeds from the wheat and 

rye fields. 

Sow peas early, to feed pigs in autumn, but sow 

late if you wish to avoid the pea bug. 

Never mind the, new or old moon in fanning, but 

till the earth—the promise is sure., 

Plant the garden with a good variety of seeds,?and 

keep it well taken care of; stir the surface often, and 

if possible, while the dew is on, except among beans. 

The produce of a good garden-, will half support a 

family. 

N o w is the time to take off all tag locks from sheep, 

and remember never let a lamb grow to maturity, 

with a long tail. 

Cattle and horses should never be turned out to 

pasture in Bpring, until the ground is firmly settled. 

Look well to the teams, that they are properly fed, 

and not worked too hard at first, lest they become 

galled and sore. 

Summer fallow should be broken np early, and 

worked thoroughly—like baker's dough, the more it 

is worked, the better it will be. 

Value as you ought the experience of others, and 

your own will cost less than without such aid. 

L O V E , like the epicure, oftener dies of excess than 

of hunger j- it lives on love, but it resembles those 

alpine, flowers - which feed . themselves by suction, 

from the wet clouds, and die if you besprinkle them, 
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CUTTING BUSHES. , 
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is our opinion that grey birch can be cut at a 

time of the year when no sprouts-will follow. Some 

tell us that when the sign is ill the heart, cut yoiw 

bushes, and they are .dead.. This may be so. Another 

says,, cut ,them in the spring, and they will .bleed to 

death. Yet I doubt it. 

. Grey birch makes excellent stove wood; but it la 

the curse of a great deal of land in N e w Hampshire, 

and if pastures could be "kept clear of them, they 

might he made to pasture twice the amount of stock 

they now do. Plowing and cultivating will destroy 

them; but many fanners have not the manure to 

apply to pasture lands; hence they should- strive to 

hit on the right time tq cut, so as to kill. 

HOW WE FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY. 

(Continued from page 142.) 

MANURE.—The farmer finds his barnyard in the 

spring full of crude manure, the droppings of his 

horses, cows, sheep, &c, mixed with the straw used-

for their bedding, and the rejected portions of their-

fodder. Some practice drawing this out as early as the. 

frost will permit, spreading it on the ground designed 

for corn, and plowing it under. Others throw it 

into piles, let it remain and decompose through,the 

summer, and draw.it out in the fall upon their wheat 

lajod- Both classes find very good arguments in favor 

of their practice. , Those who plow it under in.the 

spring, say- that if allowed to ferment through Ijhe: 

summer, it loses much,,by evaporation, of ̂ ts ferti

lizing gases; whereas, if plowed under, in, the; 

spring, decomposition goes on slpwly,, and the gases 

are absorbed by, the soil, so that but lit-tle is lost, 

The application of, coarse manure to heavy land, 

renders it lighter and more porous. 

The other class contend that in a dry season the 

coarse manure is a positive injury to the crop, dry

ing up instead of rotting, and rendering the soil 

much drier than it otherwise would be. W e have 

known crops of porn, in an early drouth, very greatly 

injured by the presence of coarse manure in the 

soil, but this rarely happens when the manure is, 

drawn out early in the. spring, and applied to the 

corn or potato crop. . 

W e , in the interior of the Genesee country, have 

not yet'learned the art of making'and saving man

ure as they have on the exhausted soils of Long 

Island and N e w Jersey. There, nearly everything 

animal, vegetable or mineral, capahle of adding to 

the fertility of the soil, is, carefully gathered, com

posted and applied. Sodftjare gathered.from old 

headlands, corners of fences, the road side, and when, 

fences are built, the soil is first removed to the com 

post heap) and the fence set upon the sterile subsoil 

Leached ashes are frequently drawn ten or twelve 

M E S S R S . EDS.:—I see with'regret,'that in many 

parts of N e w Hampshire, pastures and fields are 

growing up to grey birches, iron bushes, brakes, 

which destroy half of the feed. This shows bad 

husbandry, clearly, or a spirit bf slackness; and yet, 

the owner of such pasture will excuse himself, and 

say that he has no timetO'cut them ; yet I think, if 

the fact could be- outspoken, he thinks they cannot 

be eradicated from the soil. I have heard farmers 

boldly say that grey birches and iron bushes could 

not be destroyed. I believe it to be a mistaken idea; 

for there is no vegetable but what may be killed by 

a few cuttings at the proper season, I repeat, at the 

proper season—for I believe you might cut grey 

birch thirty years in succession, at the same season, 

and still it would spring, phcenix-like, from the 

stump. To illustrate: the repeated cutting of an 

asparagus bed in the spring is far less injurious than 

a Single cropping when the plants have attained its 

full maturity., 

That all plants may be subdued by repeated cut

ting is a position that does not rest on mere theory, 

but is supported by innumerable facts. The sprouts 

from oak, chestnut, maple and Other forest trees, are 

easily subdued in pastures newly cleared; for cattle, 

and more especially sheep, keep them so closely 

cropped. They wiU die in one or two years. It is 

m y conviction for one, if grey birch could be as 

closely cropped for a sufficient length of time, it 

Would die; but, alas, sheep and cattle utterly refuse 

them, .unless placed on the starvation point; henee 

the.whole success of this plan of killing grey bjrch,, 

depends upon applying the cutting at the proper. 

season; and in ordpr to determine the right time, 

the:farmer should understand something of the vege

table, i 

The growth of vegetables in summer exhausts the 

resources of the root, and the greatest exhaustion is 

when the top has arrived at its full perfection, and 

before it begins to decay. W h e n the stalk begins 

to decay, it pays tribute to the root, and returns,*, 

portion of what it ,has received, so as to replenish, 

the source from which the. future vegetafton ,js, to, 

spring. If this be the economy .of vegetables, we 

have a hint as to the proper time of cutting. Hence, 

if we wish to preserve the root for future growth,, 

w e must cut in the winter or spring when the 

resources of the plani; are collected in the root. If 

we would destroy the plant and prevent future 

growth, we must cut when the root is most exhausted. 

This is generally just before the fruit ripens. Trees 

that are cut in the winter or spring throw up a veryi 

vigorous growth of young shoots; but those.cut in 

August or September, put forth no shoots. And, it 
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miles, and twelve to fifteen cents paid for them at 

the' ashery, and scattered over an exhausted soil, 

which it is desirable to lay down in clover or tim

othy, to enable tho grass 'to take. Coal ashes are 

considered worth five to eight cents per bushel. 

Citizens of towns are paid for allowing their out

houses to be cleaned out, and fsecal contents, after 

being divided, and deodorized by composting _with 

several times its bulk of loam or muck, are applied 

to Corn or potatoes in the hill or drill. W e have not 

come to this in the Genesee country, and may avoid 

it, if we adopt an intelligent and economical system 

of farming. 

I N D I A N C O R N . — T h e corn crop may be considered 

the leading crop at the present time in this section. 

Although the farmer's direct cash receipts for his 

corn crop are not quite as large as those were for 

his wheat crop in the heyday of- wheat growing, 

yet he finds it a very convenient crop to feed to all 

domestic animals. Horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, 

poultry—all are grateful for a few nubbins of corn, 

and the farmer must have a pretty generous harvest 

to have any left in his crib, to sell in the spring. 

He disposes of most of his corn in the form of beef, 

mutton, wool, butter, pork, and poultry, and has a 

considerable portion left to return to his land in 

manure. The average yield of corn in the Genesee 

country is altogether too small. , 

W e do not make our land rich enough—do not 

till it well enough—do not cultivate the corn enough, 

to produce maximum crops. W e now and then hear 

of a farmer raising 80 to 100 bushels of shelled corn 

to an acre, just to show us what can be done, but 

... most of us are content to raise from 30 to 50 bushels. 

W e , somehow, act as if we think it wiser to go over 

twepty acres of land to get 800 bushels of corn than 

to raise the same quantity on eight or ten acres. 

They have one practice at the east that we might 

profitably adopt here—that is, manuring in the hill 

with some quick acting fertilizer. They use 

poudrette there. In the absence of that, we might 

use hen manure, composted with gypsum, muck, or 

mould. A tablespoonfull of such a compost dropped 

on the corn before covering, would give it a wonder

ful start, and greatly augment the yield. 

The varieties«mostly cultivated here, are the 

eight-rowed, white, the eight-rowed yellow, and the 

red-blazed, also eight-rowed. The lattor, on good 

land, is generally the most productive. The King 

Philip improved, and the Ohio dent are occasionally 

grown. W e generally plant all but the latter, about 

three feet apart each way. The dent should be at 

least four feet. W e generally plant from five to 

eight grains in a hill. Three stalks are enough to 

grow, but we have to allow about half for casualties. 

Our time of planting is from the tenth to the 

fifteenth of May, according to the season. W e favor 

early planting. 

Extracts from Correspondence. 

A CORRESPONDENT in Indiana, writes:—" We are 

having a continuation of wet and mud. The W a 

bash has been over its banks for nearly a month. It-is 

high now, and falling very slowly. Farmers have 

not plowed, but all' are getting ready, and will make 

it go, early and late, as soon as the soil is in a con

dition to Work. Wheat begins to look green ; late 

sown is very much injured by freezing, and some 

early by the fly, or from sowing bad seeds. Not many 

oats, and no spring wheat in this county." 

J. W. PORTER writes us from Vermilion Co., 

Indiana, the following interesting items :—" W e are 

having a wet, muddy time. It has rained for two days. 

The Wabash is over low bottom, and rising very fast. 

I have done a little towards planting evergreens. 

Last spring I was passing a cedar bluff, with a salt 

sack on m y saddle, and I pulled about one hundred 

and fifty little cedars of one year's growth, planted 

them in rich ground the next morning, and nearly 

every one lived. Some are one foot high now. I 

keep them clear of grass and weeds. I think that in 

three years I shall have as large trees as those who 

took them up two feet high, and much less trouble 

to handle. I went last fall in m y spring waggon to 

a hemlock bluff and got two hundred and fifty 

small trees. The winter has been very hard on them; 

some will die; but all the very small ones are as 

green as ever. I a m going to try another lot this 

spring, and am going twenty miles to a white pine 

bluff for them. I have a large lot oi Norway Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, and Arbor Vitse seed, with which I will 

try m y luck, as soon as the ground is in condition. 

I intend to have every permanent meadow surround

ed on the exposed side with evergreens, if they will 

grow, and wherever I want a permanent lence, an 

Osage Orange hedge, when it will not be an obstruc

tion to the countfy. I would not have one that cut 

off a fine view. I have known farms Bold, not far 

from me, for fifty-five dollars per acre, which have had 

the above improvements in evergreen hedges; while 

others near by, equally as productive, would not sell 

for over twenty-five dollars. It will pay. I would 

say to all that would plant evergreens from forest,— 

be satisfied with small ones." 

• —^as>*^»«-aBi»-

L A W N S . — O n e bushel of gypsum, two bushels of 

ashes and one bushel of fine bone dust, sown at the 

rate of forty bushels per acre, or one peck por square 

rod, is recommended as a fertilizer for lawns. 

M E M B E R S of the N e w York Farmers' Club have 

used kerosene to kill the scale insect and other para

sites upon plants and trees without injury to them, 

while they have found gas tar injurious. 
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BEES. 

A CHAPTER of well settled facts. Metcalf s key to 

bee keeping, presents the following: 

1. All stocks of bees should be kept strong in 

numbers. 

A well garrisoned city may defy assault. 

2. A moderate increase of swarms will keep them 

strong, and secure the largest yield of honey. 

3. Bees filled with honey are not inclined to 

sting. 

As the robber's knife is staid by your purse, so 

bees are bribed with proffered sweets. 

4. In natural swarming, bees fill themselves with 

honey. 

Emigrants to a new country carry their treasures 

along as capital to begin with. 

5. Bees -alarmed at smoke or otherwise, instinc

tively seize their stores. 

The householder, at the cry of fire, secures what 

he can. 

6. There should be no communication between 

occupied hives, allowing the bees, of one to pass 

directly into the other. 

" N o house is large enough for two families." 

7. A swarm of bees destitute of a queen, fast 

dwindles away; and unless supplied with one, soon 

perishes, either by robbers or moths. 

A country without a government, a farm without 

an owner. 

8. Swarms having comb insufficiently protected 

by bees, furnish a retreat to millers, and food for 

worms. 

Unguarded treasures invite thieves. 

9. A n access of drones should be avoided by dis

couraging the construction of the cells that hold 

them. 

Drones are the "dead heads" of the hive; the 

useless males in the farmer's herds. 

10. The building of drone combs may, to a great 

extent, be prevented—first by securing the con

struction of new combs in hives containing queens; 

and second by placing frames to be filled, in other 

hives near the centre. 

11. Queens are most economical reared in small 

swarms. 

A n ounce of prevention is better than a pound of 

cure. 

W h o would employ ten men to do what one man 

could do better 1 

12. Small swarms, if united in the fall, winter 

more safely and consume less honey. 

" In union there is strength." 

13. Bees of colonies containing fertile and unfer

tile queens, should not be put together without first 

breaking them up, i. e. inducing them to fill with 

honey, and destroying the unfertile queen. 

SHEEP. 

WE copy the following excellent suggestions about 

sheep, from a circular issued by F. C. D. McKay, Esq., 

the general agent of the American Emigrant Com

pany. The company have already over 10,000 sheep 

scattered among the farmers who have purchased 

land of them, in flocks ranging in size from fifty to 

two hundred head. 

1. Keep sheep dry under foot with Utter. This 

is even more necessary than roofing them. Never 

let them stand or lie in mud or snow. 

2. Take up lamb bucks early in the summer, and 

keep them until Dec. 1st, following, when they may 

be turned out. 

3. Drop or take out the lowest bars as the sheep 

enter or leave the yard, thus saving broken limbs. 

4. Count, every day. 

5. Begin graining with the greatest care, and use 

the smallest quantity at first. 

6. If a ewe loses her lamb, milk daily for a few 

days and mix a little alum with her salt. 

7. Let no hogs eat with the sheep—especially in 

(he spring. ^ 

8. Give the lambs a little " milk-feed" in the time 

of weaning. 

9. Never frighten sheep, if possible to avoid it. 

10. Sow rye for weak ones in cold weather, if you 

can. 

11. Separate all weak, or thin, or sick, from those 

strong, in the fall, and give them special care. 

1*2. If any sheep is hurt, catch it at once and wash 

the wound, and if it is in fly time, apply spirits of 

turpentine daily, and always wash with something 

healing. If a limb is broken, bind it with splinters, 

tightly, loosening as the limb swells. 

13. Keep a number of good bells on the sheep. 

14. Don't let sheep spoil wool with chaff or burs. 

15. Cut tag locks in early spring. 

16. For scours, give pulverized alum in wheat 

bran—prevent by taking great care in changing dry 

for green feed, 

17. If one is lame, examine the foot, clean out be

tween the hoofs, pare the hoof if unsound, and apply 

tobacco, with blue vitriol boiled in a little water. 

18. Shear at once any sheep commencing to shed 

its wool, unless the weather is too severe, and save 

carefully the pelt of any sheep which dies. 

19. Have some good work by to refer to at least; 

this will be money in your pocket. 

T H E Niles (Mich.) Bepublican says a large amount 

of maple sugar has made its appearance, and is sel

ling at 20c to 22c per lb. The season has not been 

favorable for its manufacture. The editor has also 

been shown "a sample of fine sorghum sugar, pro

duced by C. Tatman, of Pipestone. It has the ap

pearance of N e w Orleans sugar." 
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SPIRIT OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 

Peach Culture. 
i-WE have good authority, says The Gardener's Monthly 

for .saying that peaches which are injured bytheYel-

p- loVs, can be restored to" health by a severe cutting baek 

tfrthe main stump, so as to secure a thoroughly new 

growth of branches, and that trees so restored, will 

not be again attacked, but live to a good and honor

able old age. 

There is a strong opinion existing,- that Yellows is 

caused by injury to the sap vessels, by which the fluid 

is prevented from flowing properly. By openingup new 

.channels from the sound wood, this is remedied. 

Again, it is well known that after a peach gets over 

three or four years healthily, its age is indefinite. This 

severe trimming seems to help it over this critical time. 

Perhaps, whether a three year old tree had the Yel

lows or not, this severe treatment might benefit it, but 

this is a mere surmise. 

Cost of Raising Corn. 

The Warren county correspqndent of The Prairie 

Farmer says: " The great staple crop of this section is 

corn, for which- the soil is particularly well adapted. 

Corn, properly taken care of, does not generally eost 

over twelve cents per bushel, cribbed. Last year I 

raised over four thousand bushels, at a cost of nine or 

ten cents per bushel when cribbed, with the husks on. 

Any person, doubting, can have the figures of every item 

charged in my farm account." -• 

Bees and Honey. 

, James Bruce in The Scottish Farmer thinks the agri

cultural population cannot be too strongly impressed 

with the expediency of keeping bees. In many parts 

of Russia the peasants have each 400 or 500 bee hives, 

and make more profit of their bees than of corn; and 

in Spain, the number of hives is incredible; a single 

parish priest, I was informed, possessed 5,000. Honey 

possesses astonishing restorative power; at the point 

of death, when all stimulants and tonics fail, a tables 

spoonfull, or two, will, if given every half hour, rally 

and save the patient's life. " M y son, eat honey, 

because it is good, and the honey comb which is sweet 

to thy taste."—Prov. xxiv. 13. In a recent communi

cation to "Times' The Bee Master," I have advised a 

trial oi it in hydrophobia, in its concrete state, every 

hour, for relieving the constriction of the throat and 

abdomen, present in this most formidable disease. 

Cultivating Potatoes. 

A correspondent of The Country Gentleman says: "I 

would advise new beginners in raising potatoes, not to 

be BO particular about the number of eyes the set of 

potatoes has, as to the size of the piece. A potato 

smaller than a turkey's egg, should never be used for 

planting. That size will make fewer sets. Plant the 

rows three feet apart, and the sets one foot in the row. 

Ground that has tho manure plowed in. in the fall, will 

produce one-third more, and of an evener size, than 

that manured in spring and planted immediately;, the 

manure absorbs the natural moisture of the ground, 

and the crop is tardier in sprouting." 

Charcoal for H o g Cholera. 

The Prairie Fai-mer contains this statement from a 

correspondent in Missouri-: 

"In The Prairie Farmer of the 17th inst., bituminous 

coal-is-recommended- as a,preventive of hog cholera. 

I can endorse this from six years trial, having lost but' 

one hog in- that time. In, I860,1 had nineteen hogs in

tended for fall porkers, but the chqlera got among 

them and killed eighteen. I made use of all the reme

dies I could hear of, until I saw it stated by some 

writer,- that ' stone' coal was an antidote for cholera. 

Since,then, I have kept coal in their range, and have 

lost but one since, (whether from .cholera or not I can-

not tell,) although hogs have been dying with cholera 

all around m e ; as many as a hundred on one farm. I 

have found coal ashes taken from grates, better than 

nnburnt coal. The small pieces of coal and coke the 

hogs eat much more freely than the entire coal; it is 

softer and more easily, masticated. If any one should 

be induced to try the ashes, they will be surprised to 

see the quantity hogs will eat, particularly, when gen

erously fed on grain." 

Salt as a M a n u r e . 

,The Scottish Farmer says: "Salt acts in two ways-

First, as .food for the plant; and secondly, by rendering 

other substances,, particularly phosphates, available for 

the purposes of nutrition. W e have had long experi

ence in the use of salt as an auxiliary manure, and in 

most eases havo found it of much service. There are 

parts of the country Where an application of salt will 

not produce any marked results, such as districts 

exposed to heavy rains coming direct from the sea 

during a considerable part of the year. This we havo 

noticed especially on certain parts of the western coast 

of the British Islands. Where much town manure is 

used salt is also less -efficacious, generally speaking, aa 

such manure usually contains a certain amount of it. 

The quantities we used are as follows :—for green crops, 

5 cwt. to 6 ewt. per imperial acre; for cereals and 

young grass, 2 to 3 cwt. For roots it may be sown 

broadcast over the land'before the drills are made, and 

in the case of cereals the quantity to be applied maybe 

divided into equal parts, one-half being first applied, 

and the remainder after the interval of a fortnight, 

moist weather being selected for the purpose. When 

grain crops are apt tp lodge, salt imparts strength to 

the straw, and we have noticed that the grain is also 

improved in color." 

medicinal Properties of the Blackberry, 

' "Fire-fly" writes to the London Field, as follows:— 

"Physicians in former days used to recommend an 

infusion oi« blackberry leaves as a remedy for haemorr

hage of the lungs; and I know it is on excellent gargle 

in cases of relaxed or ulcerated sore throat, and can 

therefore the better understand its being of service in 

some kinds Of heartburn, for it possesses healing vir

tues. Many astringents are productive of heartburn; 
port wine, for instance, will cause it with some peo
ple. The juice of the blackberry leaf is used in village; 
practice for the removal of tetters: the loaves are, 
bruised, and steeped in whito wine, and appjied in the 

form,of a poultice.". 
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Planting Trees. 

"Pioneer," in The Prairie Farmer, says on this sub

ject : " I have transplanted many hundred forest trees 

in the last ten years, and I have rarely lost a tree, 

aad most of them set in the fall, One of the most im

portant rules to be observed is, before taking up a 

tree, mark it in some manner, so that you will know 

which is the north side, so as to he able to reset it in 

exactly the position it grew in the woods. This may 

seem to many of no importance,-but to those who know 

that there is in the bark and wood of all trees a radical 

difference between the north and south'sides, the north 

side being close grained and tough, while the south 

side is invariably more open grained and brash, or soft, 

the importance will be seen. If this is done, your tree 

does not have to undergo a complete /change in all the 

parts, and is ready to start off and grow at the proper 

time as readily as though it had not been moved." 

H o w to E n o w Good from Bad Meat. 
Tiie North British Agriculturist has the following:— 

" Good meat, says Dr. Letherby, is neither of a pale, 

pinkish color, nor of a deep purple tint. The former 

is indicative of disease, and the latter SHOWB that the 

animal has died from unnatural causes. Good meat has 

also a marbled appearance, from the ramifications of 

the little veins which surround the fat-cells; its fat, 

especially that of the internal organs, is hard and 

suety, and is never wet, whilst that of diseased meat is 

soft and watery, often like jelly or sodden parchment. 

Again, the touch or feel of healthy meat is firm and 

elastic, and it hardly moistens the fingers ; while that 

of diseased meat is soft and wet; in fact, it is often 

BO wet that the liquid matter of the blood runs from it; 

in which case it is technically styled ' wet.' Good meat 

has but little odor, and this is not disagreeable; where

as diseased meat smells faint and cadaverous, and often 

has the odor of medicine. This is best observed by 

cutting it and smelling the knife; or by pouring a little 

warm water on it. Good meat will bear cooking with

out shrinking, and without losing very much in weight; 

but bad meat shrivels up, and it often boils to pieces." 

Estimating Weight of Cattle by Measurement. 

The Canada Farmer, in reply to a correspondent, says; 

Many experiments have been made by graziere and 

salesmen to ascertain the net weight of cattle by mea

surement, and a number of rules and tables bave been 

formed of the results obtained. None, however, can be 

regarded as absolutely correct. With the most accu

rate measuring is required a practical acquaintance 

with the points and forms of the animals, and allowance 

must be made according to the age, size, breed, mode 

and length of the time of fattening, etc., conditions 

which require a practical eye and long experience to 

appreciate. W e have found the following method to 

lead generally to trustworthy results—measure care

fully with a tape line from the top of the shoulder to 

where the tail is attached to the back; this will give the 

length. For the girth, measure immediately behind the 

sboulder and fore legs. Multiply half the girth by itself 

in feet, and the sum by the length in feet, and the pro

duct will give the net weight in stones of eight pounds 

each. Forexample, with an ox or cow five feet in length, 
and seven feet in girth the calculation will be as follows: 
Multiply half the girth by itself in feet '.. 8.5 

8.5 

'•'-' .12.26' 
Multiply by length 'lu feet 5 

Weight in stones -..; 61.25, 
Multiply by 8, (No. of pounds in one stone) 8 

Weight in pounds 499.00 

A Henologlcal Operation. 

W e witnessed says The Maine Farmer an operation in 

our henery a few years since, that would stagger our 

belief should we have heard i-t from others. A hen was 

seen moping in the yard for several days, with her crop 

enormously enlarged from a stoppage of the lower pas

sage. A servant girl in the family, like some bold sur

geons,- determined upon an experiment. She caught 

the hen one morning before the rest of the family were 

up, cut open the crop with a pair of scissors, emptied 

it of its contents, washed out the crop, sewed it up and 

let her go. She got well, and for aught we know, is 

still running about the premises. On relating our story 

to a neighbor, we were brought down by his relating 

an anecdote of his hen which lost her crop entirely, and 

a new one grew out in its place. W e could'nt believe 
that. 

Disease among Bees. 
The Scottish Farmer contains the following: " A Con

tagion has broken out in the beehives of certain dis

tricts in France. A distinct sort of infusioria fastens 

on the honey-worker, and multiplies on his body with 

such rapidity that death ensues in a few hours. It has 

been ascertained that the germs of the animalcuUe are 

found on certain shrubs, particularly on the helianthus 

amarus, which it is of vital consequence to extirpate 

from the vicinity of bee-hives." 

Cattle Plague. 

The London, Agricultural Gazette is severe upon Par

liament for its neglect to adopt stringent measures to 

prevent the spread of the cattle plague. Speaking of a 

late act, it says: "While Parliament was having its fort

night's talk, more than 30,000 cattle were attacked and 

the disease was known to exist in 18,734 distinct and 

'separate centres of infection." 

Sound Horses. 
•The Maine Farmer says on this subject: First and 

foremost, if youwish to have sound horses, get clean 

limbed and sound breeds, be sure to breed from no 

other than perfectly sound animals on both sides. The 

animals you breed from should not "only be sound, 
themselves, but be from sound ancestors. Ringbones, 
spavins, pinched feet, and many other troubles about 
horses, are quite as transmissible to the offspring' osthe 
color of the hair, or any other trait) either good or bad. 
When farmers fully comprehend and realize the import
ance of selecting the best animals for breeders of all 
kinds of farm stock, farming interest will then have 
advanced a long stride ahead of what we have seen. 

Salt for Sheep. 

Sheep, says The Maryland Farmer, should have access 

to salt, placed under cover, all the time, or they-should 
be rogularly ted as much as they will eat once a week., 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



•152 THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

R O S A . , 
A SHOET HORN HEIFEE, THE PROPERTY OP-CAPTAIN TENNANT, OF LEEDS, ENGLAND, AND THE WINNES 

OF THE SILVER CUP, AS "THE BEST COW OR HEIFER" IN ANT OF THE CLASSES, 
AT THE SMITHF1ELDCLUB CATTLE SHOW. 

MYSTERY OF THE HONEY BEE. 

WRITTEN FOR TIIE AMKRIOAN FARMER BY J, H. GRAVIS. 

MESSRS EDS. :—I noticed in your last number an 
article by the late E. Kirby, of Henrietta, on the 
mystery, or organism, of the different classes or 

sexes of the honey bee. Being much interested in 

Drone. Quocn. Worker. 

*»JA-subjects connected with this so called mysterious 
insect, please allow m e to ask, through your col
umns, a few questions on his theor/, for wiser heads 
than m y own to answer:— 

1. What evidence is there, that the drone or male 
bee', is not by nature a fully organized male bee? He, 
I believe, fulfills the mission Which nature requires. 

• SS. Does the queen possess both male and female 
organism? Issheanhmrnaphrodite? W h y can she 

not give life and organism to the worker without 
the aid of the male, as well as to the male? 

3. H o w does the queen discriminate between the 
workers' and male eggs ? 
4. What is the substance or power the workers 

employ to change the worker's larva to queens? 
5. Which is the odd bee in the three sexes, if there 

be three? 
I conceive there is in nature but two natural sexes, 

male and female,—positive and negative,—either in 
the Insect, animal, or vegetable kingdom; therefore 

males and females constitute a family of bees. The 
queen being grown in a large cell is a full grown 
female bee, and is therefore capable of propagating her 
race. On the contrary, the worker being reared in 
a small cell is a dwarf, consequently her propagating 
organs are undeveloped. She therefore is not sus
ceptible of being fecundated by the male, her mission 
being labor only. The evidence: an egg may be 
transferred from a worker's cell to a queen's cell and 
it will produce a queen. Will some one answer? 

G I V E your stock a little dry food each day for the 
first ten days after you turn them out to grass. 
This will prevent scouring. 

GET up a Club for THE FABMEB. See our half 
yearly premiums to agents, on last page. 
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AN INVITATION. 

F A I R M a y unveils her ruddy cheek, 

And decks her brow with daises, 

A n d scatters blossoms as she goes, 

Through fields and forest mazes. 

The fragrant hawthorn, white with bloom, 

Fills all the uplands airy; 

The grass Is dry, the sky is clear— 

Let's go a Maying, Mary, 

THE GARDEN. 

DUBINO the month of April, we are deterred from 

sowing and planting many of our tender vegetables,by 

fear of king frost. Should we, in this latitude, venture 

to plant in the open air, beans, corn, cucumbers, melons, 

peppers, tomatoes, and many other varieties, thus early 

in the season, one blast of his chilling breath upon them 

would undo the labor of days. W e sometimes, have to 

replant some of those varieties when sown in the 

early part of May; but we must venture a little, if we 

would get early vegetables, and so are not inclined to 

bold back long after May day. 

In May, we are also obliged to encounter that spon

taneous vegetation, always unwelcome, which springs up 
all over the garden, right in the middle of the beds 

which we have sown with seeds of useful plants, which 

they will choke out and Bupplant, If not met with energy 

and determination. 

W e enjoy the asparagus this month, and if we allow 

it to grow four to six inches above ground before cut

ting, and then cut it off above the surface, we shall 

find it to be much more tender, than if we used the 

blanched portion bene'ath .the surface. 

If the early dwarf beans were not planted last month, 

they should be as early as possible this, and the pole 

beans can follow: London Horticultural, White Cran

berry, Scarlet Kunner, and Dutch Caseknife, first, and 

Lima last.. The latter is worthy of a little extra pre

paration, in the way of bone dust, or other fine manure 

in the hill. Three good, sound beans to a hill, are enough 

and they* should be carefully planted with thumb and 

finger, eye down. 

Sow cabbage and cauliflower for main crop, and Long 

Blood Beet for winter use. Long Orange, Long White, 

and Altringham Carrots can be sown any time for main 

crop. If,the celery has got a good start in the hot bed, 

prick it out into a rich bed, prepared for it. 

Sweet corn can'go in by the middle of the month. 

There are a great many varieties now offered by seeds

men; Extra Early Dwarf Sugar, is the earliest good 

variety; Darling's Early Sugar is agood kind, and Stow-

ell's Evergreen cannot be surpassed when once grown. 

Hills should be prepared for cucumbers, and melons, 

and squashes, (both summer and winter,) by digging 

in, and thoroughly intermixing with the soil a good 

shovelful! of hog, or cow manure. Horse manure is too 

dry. Cucumbers, musk melons, and summer squashes, 

may be four feet each way—the other six. Early White 

Spined, Early Russian, and Long Green are good cucum

bers. White Japan, Nutmeg, and Green Citron are good 

musk melons. Ice Cream, and Goodwin's Imperial, are • 

good water melons. Early Bush Scollop, Early Bush 

Crookneck, Summer Squash, and Hubbard, Boston Mar

row, and Turban are the best winter squash. 

Egg plants and tomatoes should not be transplanted 

frorr. the hot bed into the open ground until the latter 

part of the month. If they have been managed right in 

the hot bed, they should be strong, healthy plants, just 

ready to blossom. To have tomatoes early, the ground 

should only be moderately rich. Four feet each way is 

the proper distance apart. 

S M A L L FRUITS.—As all small fruits should have been 

planted in April, they only require to be kept mellow 

and clean. It will increase the strawberry crop to 

mulch them just before ripening. If we would have 

currants, in some sections, it will be necessary to des

troy the currant worm. W e think that it is a well attest

ed fact, that we have a remedy for this great pest. 

Powdered white hellebore, dusted lightly oyer the 

bushes when it makes its appearance in May, has proved 

efficacious in a multitude of instances; and all that we 

require to enable us to enjoy that wholesome and pala-

ble fruit again, is a little attention at the proper time. 

The hellebore can be obtained at any drug store, at 

trifling expense, and dusted oh through a fine sieve, a 

dredging box, or a large pepper box. It is a good 

plan to mulch all newly planted trees about the last Of 

May, as it retains the mdisture about their roots, pre

serves a more even temperature, and gradually affords a 

little nutriment, 
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IDIAIVTTITJS IjA.CrNTA.TtT©, (Double.)~The Japan Pink. 

T B E Japan Finka are a most beautiful and showy class 
of flowers, of somewhat recent introduction. (The 
Chinese Finks are old favorites, but Bince the introduc
tion of the larger and more brilliantly colored Japans, 
their glory has been somewhat eclipsed.- The «ingle 
variety was first introduced into Europe about six 
years since, we believe, by Heddewlgg, and was named 
t&otrirtiio introducer, Diawthus Heddewiggi. It was very 
large, and single, and by its size and brilliant coloring 
created quite a sensation among florists. < 
Double varieties,i nearly or quite equal in size, were 

soon produced, of various shades of coloring, from-the 
deepest blood red to the most delicate pink. 
Dianthus Lacinialm followed a few years after Hed

dewiggi. It is of a still largtr size, not so rich.in, col
oring, nor quite so stiff in tha petals, which. are very 
deeply serrated or fringed. The double varioty is a 

monstrous flower, but with a loose and ragged appear
ance, as shown in the,engravlng. 

A NEW HORTICULTURAL IDEA.. 

DR. J. STAGMAN, Leavenworth, Kansas, has been 
creating quite an excitement in the horticultural world, 
by articles in The Horticulturist and Gardener's Monthly, 
upon the hardiness of plants as affected by color. His 
theory,'seems to be that dark colored plants absorb 
more heat, electricity, and carbonic acid than lighter 
colored ones, and aro consequently hardier. 
This theory certainly looks plausible, and may it not 

be owing to itB truth that we find it almost or quite | 
impossible to find a white grape which is hardy. Thottios 
Meehan, editor of The Gardener's Monthly, authority In 
horticulture, endorses the theory. It is well Worthy 
the investigation of progressive horticulturists. , m 
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INSECT AND FUNGUS REMEDIES. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY "W. C." 

In the April number of THE AMERICAN'FARMER, I 

find an article on the hop louse and its remedy, the 

writer apparently having faith in a recipe given for its 

destruction; but on critically analyzing its constituent 

parts, I think I should feel a little timidity in using it, 

had I any hops to practice upon, and though the article 

wisely contains a caution as to the strength of, the 

mixture, yet it is not sufficiently definite in my opinion, 

to guide the novice without risk, or by " bitter" expe

rience learning wisdom in the operation. 

I have experimented upon foliage with all the articles 

mentioned, and am .therefore induced to put the unini

tiated upon their guard in respect to its use, even as a 

weak " brine." It is true that some insects are more 

readily destroyed than others, but can any one guide 

us in this matter to a point where the insect must 

surely die by its application, and the, foliage, remain 

uninjured ? 

Last season, I think it was Dr. Kirtland who recom

mended a solution of copperas as' a remedy, for pear 

blight, by its being syringed upon the leaf and branch, 

both as a preventive,and cure; and undoubtedly it was 

universally tried, but I would ask how did this solution 

operate in some hands, through a lack of knowledge 

as to how weak it should be applied ? In some gardens, 

I noticed, after the application, the foliage was com

pletely "spotted up" and discolored* and.the.trees not 

only must have experienced a, severe check through 

the season, but positively injured by it, and the same 

result may be anticipated of salt and saltpetre, if applied 

by guess work, as the action of the sun upon foliage 

saturated with such a mixture, being such as to tend 

to its total destruction. 

Can any of your numerous readers give us the requi-, 

site number in pounds and gallons for the liquid men

tioned, so that all who may give it a trial may feel to 

be on safe ground. 
. I I ^ U P I I ni'ii. • 

BOTANY FOR BOYS. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY " COSMO." 

NOTWITHSTANDING the arbitrary title, I shall have no 

objection whatever, to girls, men and women, as well 

as boys, reading such bits of botany as I shall offer, and 

if they shall find hi them that instruction or entertain

ment that pays the perusal, the object of the writer will 

have been obtained. 

I have often wondered why it were not better to 

clothe our trees, shrubs, fruits, flowers, bugs, reptiles, 

mites, and monsters, in plain, familiar English names, 

which a child can comprehend and remember, than to 

hedge them in with chaotic Latin, and so mystify them 

with an interminable array of branches, classes, orders! 

families, genera and species, that the reader, not being a 

Latin scholar, comes out of the description of a rare 
1 tree or ridiculous toad, with not an atom more under. 

standing of the subject than he went in with. 

Believing that such bits of the natural history pf 

birds, bugsj.,beasts, trees, shrubs and plants as I design 

to offer to the readers of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R will be 

more acceptable to the majority, divested as far as pos

sible of all foreign prefixes, Latin adjuncts, and learned 

addenda, I shall endeavor to confine description to 

simple terms in our own vernacular, leaving technical

ities a*nd scientific classifications to those who write 

and read more elaborate works upon such subjects. 

Having thus established a platform which shall serve 

as explanation and preface to any and all future com

munications, let us begin • practically, with one of the 

most strikingly lovely of all our American Flora—the 

beautiful California queen. 

N E M O P H I L A . — W e have no less than fourteen distinct 

varieties of this modest little Pacific pet—all low grow

ing, charming, hardy annuals- of easy culture. The 

habits>of the whole-, Nemophila family are neat, eom; 

pact; and pretty. Only two of the varieties ever attain 

an-altitude of twelve inches—about six is the standard. 

But as we have in humanity some very pretty dwarfs, 

so we have in the floral world this very lovely dwarf 

from the Pacific coast. 

Nothing of nature's floral workmanship can be more 

gracefully beautiful, than an association in groups, of 

all the Nemophila varieties,—arranged either in double, 

treble, or quadruple rows, crosses, stars; circles, 

squares; or so sown as to form initial letters, mono

grams, anchors, beasts, birds, &c. W e shall have in 

one variety, flowers of pure white velvet, beautifully dot

ted with jet black; in another, a blue—blue and bright 

as the blue heavens1 above us; sprinkled with flecks of 

black. The'third gives us flowers of black, shining 

velvet, edged all round with creamy white; ii another 

we have chocolate, white, and gold; again—Lapizlazuli 

| and comelion, marbled and veined with white. There 

is one—lilac, crimson, and gold; and so we go oh, chang

ing from beautiful to fascination, through the whole 

series. 
In its plant structure, the Nemophila'is as attractive 

almost as in its floral development. The stock is strong 

^nd stout at the base, diminishing by regular gradations 

at each outshdot of leaf and flower stem, Which are 

thrown out at intervals, opposite each other; the foli

age springing first from the stock, in'a single leaf-

long' denticulate,'five-lobed and shaped very like tho 

foliage of the black oak. Within the base of tho leaf 

stem, springs up the flower stalk—long, strong, and 

slightly waving, crowned with a single flower, having 

five petals, almost circular, Within which is a centre 

of delicately furred stamins, forming a well defined, 

variegated, and very beautiful American Star. 

The general color of the plant-stock, flower stems and 

foliage, is a delicate, chaste green, and the whole struc

ture of the Nemophila is one of dwarfed magnificence 

and modest beauty, j -

G R A P E GROWING.—Including the islands,,it is esti

mated by the Ohio Farmer that there are 8,000 acres of 

land planted to grapes along the southern shore of 

Lake Erie. m.nn 

S E E Premium List on,ano,ther page. 
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FARMERS ENLARGE YOUR GARDENS. 

WE copy the following valuable article from the pen 

of D. Griffen, a correspondent of The Country Gentleman, 

Who says on this subject:— 

"The subject of this heading has engaged the atten

tion of the writer, and inspired him with confidence to 

urge it upon others. The.influence would be valuable 

with the rising generation. It would be much more 

likely to attract their attention and interest, than to 

become interested in common farm labor, or rather just 

raising the common necessaries of life. Farmers, you 

owe it to yourselves and to your familes; its a les

son that boys ought to learn when young—the germina

tion of seeds, the cultivating of plants, transplanting 

and pruning of vines and fruit trees. Where is there a 

field open for so much instruction to the young, as to 

observe and assist in cultivating an extensive, varied, 

and fruitful garden—each one to have a little plot to till, 

and rival his brother in competing for praise and com

mendation ? The impression would be useful and per

manent;—the germ of a successful farmer would be has

tened Into life; there would be an interest anchored 

that will grow with their growth and strengthen with 

age, and be among the earliest and strongest impres

sions of the successful farmer. Some excuse them

selves on account of not having time; but to such I 

would say, it is a duty you owe to your families, espec

ially the rising generation—it is a miniature lesson that 

might well be compared to primary education. Sup

pose you should be enabled to get a few more dollars 

by devoting your whole time and attention to common 

farm labor, would it not be better for those who you 

will bein a measure dependent upon in old age, to have 

a small balance expended in practical knowledge and 

experience, that would be both useful and lasting, and 

build a foundation for observation and research, that go 

far towards making home pleasant, prosperous and 

happy. The excuse often urged in not setting vines 

and fruit trees, is no place to set them. Just look 

around and see with how little labor and expense you 

can enlarge your garden to give ample room for a few 

vines and trees, and a plot always handy for raising 

early potatoes and carrots, that are almost invaluable 

for horses in winter, and while engaged in excessive 

labor. 

"In preparing the ground for spring crops, my judg

ment warrants me in the conclusion that it is the most 

profitable investment on the farm, that a good garden, 

well tilled and enriched, and stocked with a good vari

ety of small fruits and vegetables, which, if bought, 

would cost far more than many would suppose, but 

when once enjoyed would soem both necesary and use

ful. 1 have been successful in raising grapes and cur-

rantB by setting rows through the middle of the garden, 

thus giving a chance to enrich and till both sides of 

• Them, and been rewarded with bountiful crops of de

licious fruits, interspersod occasionally with a pear tree, 

which, if healthy and productive, will produce very 

pleasant recollections to superannuated age. 

" The population of the country is increasing so rapid

ly it ought to have an influence to stimulate experi

ment, reflection, and comparison. By observing what 

bountiful crops can be raised oh a small piece of land or 

garden, the lesson would urge us to apply the same 

principle in the general management of the farm, and 

if heeded would soon double the production of many of 

the farms of this wide and extensive domain. The 

most obtuse cannot fail to observe the advancement 

and improvement since our ancestors were in the active 

walks of life, but our expenditures are much more than 

theirs, and to keep up an equilibrium we must have an 

advance in production. 

" It is useless to imagine that we can augment pro

duction by more excessive labor than our ancestors, 

because very many of them had constitutions much 

more inflexible than many of the present day; con

sequently we must resort to more enlightened and 

well directed calculations. It is the best directed 

labor that pays the largest returns. Then why excuse 

yourselves longer ? Some talk and act as if the world 

was not as large for them as other people, but it is a 

delusion. The rains and dews enliven all alike. Study, 

observe, experiment, and reflect, and if you do not real

ize your expectations this year, the lesson you will 

learn will serve as a beacon light to guide you aright 

another year. Experiment on a small scale, on things 

of a doubtful nature, and you will become interested 

and observant, and light will begin to shine down as 

knowledge opens her bountiful stores. It is said that 

knowledge is power, and who of us would not be will

ing to harvest double the crops we do now if wc only 

knew how. It is the self-made man that is the most 

reliable and successful. Many farmers excuse them

selves on account of age, but much might be done to 

open the avenues to knowledge and prosperity to those 

that will soon occupy their places, not merely to learli 

them to work, but to learn them how to work. Boys 

are observant, and if taught and enlightened, will not 

think a farmer's life a mere drudgery, but will enter 

with zeal and knowledge,' and will be useful, reliable 

and prosperous citizens, and help build u foundation 

for this republic to make it worthy of its motto 

'Excelsior.'" 

RASPBERRY NOTES. 

WE have noticed a tendency during the past few 

years to run upon the blackberry, to tho neglect of the 

raspberry, so far as raising fruit for market was concer

ned. The result is, raspberries are yearly growing scar

cer and selling higher, while "plenty as blackberries" 
is literally true with that fruit, and growers complain 

of light returns in money, not berries. It Is now time 

to change the current and revive,the neglected rasp

berry. 

For family use Brinckle's Orange ranks No. 1, and 

when better known will sell where it does not have to 

be carried far. Flavor excellent, size large, abundant 

bearer, and ripens its fruit over a long period, thus ex
tending the raspberry Beason. It is only half-hardy,' 

and should be laid down and covered with earth, or 

otherwise protected during the winter. The canes are 

Btrong and branching, and have the merit of not suck-

ering freely. 
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" Doolittle's Black Cap is a valuable variety, to say 

nothing about its improvement over the ordinary Black 

Cap. Our own opinion is, that high culture of trans

planted Wild Black Caps would make the "improved" 

in a few years, but as the Doolittle is abundantly pro

pagated by nurserymen—it can be increased very rap

idly with no skill on the part ot the grower—and is 

now sold at a reasonable price. It is better to buy 

enough to start with, which need not be over two dozen 

for a large family. When well established, each root 

or stool should yield four to 6ix quarts of fruit in a sea

son, so prolific are they. They are perfectly hardy, even 

as - far north as Maine. The objections raised against 

them are, color, ripening nearly together, and thorny 

canes. By training upon a high trellis, keeping sheared or 

tied in, they can be conveniently managed. They incline 

to a lengthy growth, and after reachingthe top of a six-

foot trellis, may be allowed to bend over and return to 

the ground, affording a bearing cane both up and down. 

Even with this length, on rich soil, the extremity will 

often reach the soil and take root, thus furnishing a 

new plant, this being the way it propagates itself The 

old root will live many years, and throw up new shoots 

close to the bearing canes. They may be trained upon 

buildings or high fences. Growing in clusters, the 

berries can be picked rapidly, and to our taste are not 

bad either in pies, puddings, dnmplings, as a sauce, or 

served up raw with sugar. It bears carriage to market 

well, and is growing in favor both with dealers and 

consumers.—N. Y. Tribune. 

PROFITABLE CRANBERRY CULTURE. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Boston Advertiser has tho 

following account of large profits, made at small cost 

in cultivating cranberries: " Having a piece of swamp 

land of muck bottom, with a depth of from one to ten 

feet, I procured a few roots of cranberries from a 

neighboring meadow, and stuck them out rather care

lessly some few years since, and that is all the caro 

they have had. This season they bore abundantly. 

When picked we found by actual measurement that tho 

product was just five pecks to the square rod. These 

Bold by the bushel for four dollars, amounting to five 

dollars per rod, which multiplied by one hundred and 

sixty, amounts to the snug little sum of eight hundred 

dollars per acre. This land has had no other care, 

except that it is flowed in winter for cutting ice.'' 

W A S H F O B A P P L E TREES.—Soft soap and lye, equal 

parts, well mixed. With a brush, or old broom, rub the 

tree in all parts, from the ground up into the branches. 

It will keep off the apple tree borer, which is now 

proving fatal to many apple trees, and it will give the 

tree a smqoth bark and add to its thriftiness, that will 

well pay for the time and expense. Now is the time to 

apply the wash to keep off the borer—May. Soap from 

the bottom of the barrel, which is not favorable for 

common use, answers as well as that which is better.— 

R. H., Mumford. 
a -a> an 

N E V E R buy till you find you have'money to pay. 

THE APPLE MAGGOT. 

The Entomologist, wholly devoted to insects, in an

swer to a correspondent, says: 

The " small white maggot" which, as you say, "per

forates your apples and sometimes renders them of no 

value to use or to sell," is most probably the larva of 

the well known Codling moth,( Carpocapsa pomonella,) 

which was originally, like many other noxious insects, 

imported from Europe, and within the last year or two 

has been very abundant and destructive, not only on 

the Atlantic seaboard, but also in the valley of the 

Mississippi. Its history may be thus briefly told: The 

moth deposits its egg in the eye (or bloom end) of the 

apple, and the larva hatching out therefrom burrows 

into the heart or core of the apple, and feeds on its 

substance. When full grown, that is about half an 

inch long, it bores a passage way out for itself, some

times along the same road that it came in by, some

times through the cheek of the apple, thereby making 

a brown, discolored hole about the size of a crow-quilL 

Before it is finally ready to come out, the apple infested 

by it usually, but not always, falls to the 'ground. 

Soon after this it changes into the pupa state, having 

first spun ior itself a thin, gauzy' cocoon in the chinks 

of the bark or other such appropriate hiding-place. 

The moth comes out from the pupa in June and July, 

when it lays its eggs for a second brood In the half-

grown apples, the pupa; of which do not come out 

into the moth state till the following spring, at which 

time the next year's crop of apples is just beginning 

to grow. You will find a figure and description of tho 

moth in Harris' Injurious Insects, pp. 484—5. It is u 

beautiful little insect, with a large patch of burnished 

copper on its wings, and it is a pity that, being so beau

tiful, it should be so mischievous. 

The most effeetual remedy is to pick up and destroy 

all the wormy apples as soon as they fall from the trees 

as most of these, though not all, still contain the liv

ing larva, no matter whether they are bored or not. 

It is also stated that, by wrapping any old rag round 

the tree, the larva? will gather into it to spin their 

eocoons, when, of course, they must be treated as tho 

Western folks treat horse-thieves, that is, made to pro

mise not to do so any more. 

EVEROREENS.—Place broad-leaved evergreens where 

they will get no sun in winter, yet away from where 

the roots of trees will make the ground dry in summer. 

Deep soil, but shallow planting, is all important for 

them. In transplanting, take care of the roots. 

MIGNONETTE.—This hardy little annual, should be in 

every garden, it is one of the most fragrant of the small 

flowers. In selecting your flower seeds, do not forget 

this beautifully scented annual. 
—^^-^•-^^» 

HED G E S . — A correspondent of the London Farmer's 

Magazine says one of the great errors in planting hedges 

is the neglect of the subsoil. No matter how well the 

surface is prepared and the weeds kept out, if the sub. 

soil is not right, the hedge cannot be durable. 
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p&u%': §t$Mwmt 
DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

- CANNING FRUITS. — Messrs. Eds.:—A lady wishes 

through the columns of your excellent paper, a few 

good, practical and reliable hints on preserving or Can

ning fruit. Now, I can not write an- essay upon the' 

'subject, but can give my experience.in this branch of 

the eulinary department, which has been an extremely 

successful one for the past four years. Strawberries 

are the first berries that claim attention. I endeavor 

to bottle some 30 or 40 quarts every year. This is quite 

an allowance for a small family, and I do so many,' not 

because I prefer them to» any other bottled fruit, but 

because I am sure of them when uncertainty 

exists in procuring the later fruits. " A bird in the 

hand'is Worth two in the bush." I proceed in the fol

lowing way: Procure the berries as fresh as possible ; 

wash thoroughly, to free as much as practicable from 

the little stick-like particles which adhere to the seeds. 

Put the fruit in a porcelain Or brass kettle, with white 

sugar enough to make sweet, and place upon the back 

of the stove, that the juiee may run from the berries 

somewhat; or, if you wish, you may add a little water 

and proceed to boil immediately.' After there is juice 

enough to prevent any possibility of burning, place 

farther on the fire, stir gently and occasionally till they 

boil. Put some rather warm Water in your glass bot

tles, afterwards some much' warmer. When quite hot, 

lade in your boiling fruit,- and when the bottle is quite 

fall, put on the lid. I say nothing about wax, as I have 

discarded the wax bottles entirely. Your unsuccessful 

correspondent, may be assured there is no secret about 

the matter at all. If your fruit is unfermented and the 

jam is boiling hot while bbttling, and the lid applied 

securely and properly in 'that condition; provided of 

course, that the bottle is full, none can fail of having 

fruit preserved in exactly the condition in which it was 

placed in the bottle. 

Another thing, if you understand the principle, and 

are careful to fulfill its conditions, you may.bpttle your 

currants, pie plant, raspberries, blackberries, peas, 

beans, tomatoes and corn, or in fact, any vegetable or 

even milk, cream, or boiled chicken, &c. 

To bottle currants and gooseberries, cover with 

water, bring to a perfect boil, and bottle boiling hot, 

sealing or putting on the lid immediately. Peas and 

com, or beans, in the same way. Eed raspberries, if 

not too large and watery, make a delicious canned fruit. 

Currants mixed with raspberries are excellent for pies. 

Blackberries bottle nicely, andcherrles.tob'; b'oth'unsur-

passed for pies; I pride myself particularly on my 

peaches, 'and when the proper season comes,' shall 

surely not fail to send you m y way, which is certainly 

reliable,, providing of course you wish any more 

of my productions, which I shall take for granted, 

if you publish this. ADALLNE K. ANTHONY. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I saw in the April number of T H E 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , a lady's request for some good 

method of canning strawberries. I give my rncthoa, 

which is plain and simple, and the frnit, keeps.,yen-

nicely. Take half a pound of good sugar to one pound 

of berries. Put the sugar and berries in- a braes kettle, 

set them over a,slow Are, and let them scald thoroughly 

through. Put the cans in warm water, then add hot: 

water until the cans become hot. Then put in the fruit 

scalding hot, and seal with the cans remaining in, the 

water. The sooner strawberries are canned after pick! 

ing, the better the flavor., ... g. K, , 

R E M A R K S . — W e thank our esteemed correspondents 

for their excellent suggestions. W e see that they- have 

the right ideas on the subject. The fruit should always . 

be heated through, and never fail to boil before bottlmj} 

and be sealed or closed with the lid immediately. We 

shall be glad of the peach recipe Or any others that our 

correspondents may furnish. Let us also hear from 

others, of their experience in domestic economy. 

A DELICIOUS P O R K CAKE.—Take a pound of good 

raisins and -stone them carefully. Cut up into wafer 

slices, a Quarter of a pound of candied peel or citron. 

Pour over these one pint of boiling water. Take one 

pound of good fat salt pork, and with a sharp knife Cut 

it into extremely thin'slices. Place each slice' over an

other, and cut again into fine lengths, and the. lengths 

again into small squares, and afterwards chop to'ii 

pulp. Drain the water from the raisins, and add suffi

cient to make it one pint Boil, and pour over the 

pork pulp, stirring it well. Add to'this the raisins and 

one pound of well washed English currants;' two small 

teacups of sugar, two of molasses, two nutmegs grated 

and the rind' aind juice of a lemon, if convenient,' and 

four teaspoonsfull of cream of tartar. Mix into the 

cake nearly enoughflour, before adding two teaspdonB-

full of soda dissolved in a little warm water. After

wards add flour to make of a tolerable stiffness, it 

will be nicer if baked in one large cake, instead of1 divid

ing it. It will also improve with age. Should not lie 

taken from the pan till cpldj or cut till day after baking. 

Be careful to grease the pan well, and to place, upon 

the bottom a sheet or two of white paper so arranged 

as to allow of one or two corners to protrude over the 

sides in order the better to remove the cake when done. 

No eggs are required. 

To W A S H L A C E CURTAINS.—Take them down from 

the windows, shake well from dust, mend if needed, 

and wash and starch as usual. Instead of drying and 

ironing, as is often done with indifferent success, spread 

evenly upon u clean floor, or well swept carpet, and 

leave undisturbed' till quite dry, when they Will be 

ready to hang again. It Is unnecessary to pin them to 

the carpet as some do. Embossed muslin curtains 

should be sprinkled and ironed. 

MEAT.—If you wish your roast meat to be tender 

and delicious, on no account put water intd the pan, 

but baste often with the liquid which comes from the 

roasting fat. 

To BOI L P E A S GREEN.—Asparagus, green peas, &c, 

should be put into boiling water and kept boiling with

out the lid, when they will keep their color, and be far 

nicer to eat. 
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M A D E L I N E ' S K I T C H E N C A B I N E T . 

A NEW KITCHEN ERA. 

WRITTEN FOR TIIE AMERICAN FARMER. 

' M. BLOT'S BILL OF FARE.—LESSON I.—1.—Polage 

Julienne. — CarrotB of the best, sweetest turnips 

paired, cut in thin slices and fried in butter until about 

half done. A few slices of onion, some Simple meat, 

broth, and a very little burnt sugar is then poured oyer 

the vegetables, which are then to be stewed gently 

until quite soft, when the potage is to be poured over 

slices of bread fried to a light brown, and the dish is 

ready to serve. 

. 2.—FISH, Broiled Matre d1 Hotel.—In order to broil 

any sort of fish so as to have them at the best, there 

should always be a" strong draft, so as to carry clear 

from the fish all blaze and smoke made by the dripping 

fat. The fish, either fresh or salt, being broiled both 

sides, quite done, is dished, and a sauce made of butter 

and flour, in equal quantities, with the juice of half a 

lemon turned over it. The fish to be served as soon as 

prepared. 

Small, fresh fish, are first dipped in eggs well beaten, 

and then rolled in Very fine bread, or cracker crumbs, 

and fried. 

3.—BEEP, baked, piquante sauce.—Fresh beef is pre

pared in the pan with pepper, salt, a few cloves, and a 

warm meat broth poured over it. Then cover with 

paper, to prevent burning, and place in a pretty hot 

oven, and bake thoroughly through. 

M. Blot contends that no "roast meat" is ever 

baked in an oven. The Chef is right. The sauce for 

the baked beef is made by chipping an onion very fine, 

cooking it in good, sound, sharp vinegar, and then 

adding butter and flour till the proper consistency ib 

obtained, after which the cooking must be continued 

until the raw taste is taken from the flour. 

4.—LIVER, en brochette.—Cut fat salt pork sufficiently 

freshened, and beef's liver, in very thin slices, then 

sandwich them—a slice of pork, then one of liver, and 

Boon alternately,, until the sandwich is quite an inch 

thick. Secure them with small skewers, boil till about 

half done, then dip in well beaten eggs, and fry in fat 

till quite brown, and done through thoroughly. 

5.—QUAIL, larded ait jus:—Truss the bird in the ordi

nary manner, having it stuffed or not, as you choose. 

Place it in the pan containing some nice, rich gravy, 

and bake as rapidly as possible without scorching. 

Very nice for delicate persons. Pigeons, snipe, wood

cock, and robins may be cooked in the same manner. 

6.—TURNIPS, enpoulette.—The best sorts of turnips 

are pared, sliced thin, and simmered moderately till 

quite soft. The water is drained off, and sweet milk, 

thickened with flour, and a lump of butter added, all 

boiled together, are poured over the turnips in a vege

table dish. 

T.—POTATOES, Partsienne.—Good, sound potatoes are 

sliced very thin, and fried to a bright brown. Sliced 

in the same manner, and baked in 'the oven, they are 

called, Potatoes a la Franeaise. 

S^-Choux a la Creme.—Take cold milk, allowing four 

eggs to the quart, .the eggs broken into the milk, the 

whole placed over the fire in » saucepan, and beaten 

vigorously with an egg beater while boiling. Cook five 

minutes. 

9.—Petits poires—-with almonds.—Melt two ounces of 

butter in a pint of water. As soon as the water boils, 

stir in sifted flour till a thin paste is obtained, stirring 

moderately at first—rapidly after the flour is all in. 

Then three eggs, beaten up with sugar, and flavored 

with almonds are added. W h e n the batter becomes 

quite stiff, it is taken out and baked in small cakes, and 

these when done, are opened with a knife, and a dessert 

spoonfull of the choux a la creme put into each one. 

There ends the first course of instruction. 

W e are told by M. Blot, and practically taught, that 

when once w e have learned to make Potage Julienne 

correctly, we have the principles that enable us to 

make a half dozen different soups. Potage Jardiniere is 

made in a similar manner, except that no bread is used 

in it. In Potage Colbert, a poached egg for each person 

is added. Potage with rice, is simply adding nicely 

boiled rice a few minutes before serving. Potage Prm-

tunico; is made by putting asparagus, radishes and 

green peas in the Julienne. 

Just as the beef piquante sauce is cooked, turkey, mut

ton, venison, and any kind of cold meat may be sliced 

and warmed with the sauce. 

Turnips, carrots and. oyster plant, may all be cooked 

as-the turnips in Poulette. Liver—cither of beef, calf, 

or pig, and kidneys may be prepared the same as liver 

in Brochette. 

The Chef tells us that prop3"ly cooked, beef is the 

most nourishing of all the meats—miserably murdered, 

as it is far too frequently, it affords the least nutriment. 

Mutton comes next to beef in the list of nourishing 

B R E A K F A S T R O L L S . — T w o pounds of flour, one quar 
ter of a pound of butter, three potatoes, one gill of 

yeast, and a little salt. Let them rise all night. , 

ILLUSTRATED PUZZLES. 

ANSWER TO PUZZLES IN APRIL NUMBER. 

N o 7—It's been in a row, and you can not collect the 

rents. 
No. S-^Bccause it is decidedly put out. 

Answer to Poetical Anagram in April No. 

. ; Bince trifles make the sum at human things, 
,'. And half our misery from our foibles 6pring; 
Binoe life'B best joys.consist In peace and ease, 
And few can save or serve, but all can please; 
Oh, lot the ungentle spirit learn from hence, 
A small unklndness is a great offence. . *; 

MAKT'AND MATTIE. 
-Clarkson. N. Y. „ . 

— ^ ^ M -

Answer to Biblical Anagram In April No. 

"Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may 

Continually resort. Thou hast given commandment to 

save m e ; for thou art m y rock and m y fortress." 
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0uwjj fMpfeVfag** 
TALK WITH THE YOUNG FOLKS. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY "G. N. B." 

HOME POLITENESS.—There is nothing more agreeable 

in one's manners than true politeness. It secures favor 

and wins esteem everywhere. It strews one's path with 

pleasant flowers of human speech and action, and 

secures for its possessor testimonials of respect from 

all he meets. Some people seem to be naturally polite, 

but most people will be awkward and ungraceful, and 

many even clownish, without' some attention to the 

culture of politeness. To be cultivated successfully, 

it must be done at home, and while young. Home 

politeness is the only lasting politeness. It must be 

cultivated, to become natural. And this cannot be 

without a daily endeavor to be polite at home. There 

are a thousand little courtesies that are truly polite 

and agreeable, which many entirely neglect at home. 

Calling nicknames, using positive commands, abrupt 

and coarse forms of speech, repeating cant phrases, 

low and local vulgarisms-forgetting always to thank 

persons for little favors done, and indulging in rude 

ways and words at home, is only so habituating one to 

those things that he will be sure to do when he goes 

away from home. What one is at home, he is likely to 

be abroad. Home characteristics and habits stick fast. 

Learn to be habitually polite at home, and you will be 

so among strangers. 

E A S Y T O D O RIGHT.—Any person can tell the truth 

easier than a lie—can be honest easier than dishonest. 

The natural inclination is to do right, and it is easier to 

do it than wrong. It is not an irksome task, as some 

maintain, a sacrifice of all pleasures, a hard, doleful 

orucifixion of the natural man, to do right; far from 

it. Right lies in the straightforward path of life; 

wrong is in the bye-ways and behind the hedges. To 

do right is both easy and pleasant. Rectitude smiles 

upon her followers, and pays them well for their ser

vice. There is glory in the right, and everybody knows 

it, or should know it. To live honorably is to get the 

world's esteem. Men know this. Then why do they 

not so live ? Ah, that old theory that it is hard to do 

right has frightened them from an attempt to live by 

the principles of honor and virtue. 

R U L E Y O U R SPIRIT.—Over all that is censorious 

should your spirit bear sway. Sublime is the beauty 

of a human spirit enthroned in sense ! How all the 

appetites, passions, and lusts, bow down in abey

ance, and become beautiful in their humility, labor 

and usefulness I Every sense is a servant of mind, and 

when held in subjection is beautifully useful. "He 

that ruleth his own spirit is greater than he that takoth 

a city." There is nothing like a contented spirit. No 

person can be happy who does not possess it. The man 
in moderate circumstances who is satisfied, is far hap

pier than the man of wealth possessing a discontented 
spirit. 

To T H E B O Y S IN PARTICULAR.—"Don't shoot the 

birds." Incredible is it not, that the birds shoaldneea 

an advocate ?—that these bright and beautiful denizens 

of our gardens and groves should fear harm from.the 

hand of man ?—that his eye and ear should be so dull 

as to find no charm in their untaught melodies, in their 

forms of perfect grace ? Yet not more strange than 

sadly true is it, that boys and "children of larger 

growth," can find delight in the destruction of these 

harmless creatures. Ono could not believe it, did.not 

every day witness these noble bipeds sallying fpr|Ji 

armed with deadly weapons and on murderous thoughts. 

intent, and at night returning with a dozen robins. 

jays and bluebirds—proud trophies of a well spent day! 

" Well, and why not ? It is such sport 1"—I hear them, 

say. I will tell you, m y young friends. There is not 

much use in talking to a man who would shoot a little 

bird; but when you become a man, remember what I 

tell you now—these little birds were not made in vain, 

nor merely to furnish " 6port" for the idle. Their wise. 

Creator formed them for an important use; if yon des

troy them, you frustrate his plan, and nature always 

Buffers when the laws and plan of God are disregarded. 

You have probably heard your elders speak of tin 

great increase of the various tribes of- caterpillars, 

and that the fruits are not so fair as of old; but knotty 

and worm-eaten. Yet, I suppose that you nor perhaps 

they either, ever dreamed that the destruction of the 

birds had anything to do with the case. You would 

realize it, could I tell you how many bugs, and worms, 

and flies were frequently found in the crop of a single 

bird. I cannot tell the numbers, but have been astoi-

ished at the amount as certified by credible witnesses. 

Farmers and gardeners are beginning to find out that 

birds are their most useful allies. Nothing in the in

sect line comes amiss to their dainty looking bills, from 

the aphides upon the rose bush, to the hideous and dis

gusting caterpillers. And if they sometimes treat 

themselves to a ripe cherry or tempting strawberry, 

who can blame them, if after such a dinner they fancy 

a little fruit, by way of dessert. And how do you know 

but their quick eye perceived a worm in the very cherry 

you grudge them 1 " The laborer is worthy of his hire," 

and man can well afford this compensation for their 

tireless industry. 

B O Y S S P A R E T H A T BIRD.—I know of few things more 

calculated to disturb one's equanimity of mind or ruf

fle the feelings of a humane man, one who lives among 

animals and birds, and feels as if they were all personal 

friends, than to see a straggling thing called man, with 

rusty musket or rifle, creeping about our highways, 

orchards, or woodlands, and popping away at harmless 

little creatures, who give to the landscape half its 

charms, and to the eye and the ear half their pleasures. 

I know these men cannot look upon birds as I do, or 

they would not have to be guilty of homicide, to know 

what the sensations of a murder are when they wan

tonly destroy these denizens of the air. I plead not for 

the parrot or the crow; but the beautiful songsters 

that greet us in the mornwitn a hymn flutter over our 

heads, and exhibit; an instinctive happiness that would 

reconcile the most morbid misanthropist to life and its 

cares. I never hear the song sparrow, that with us is 
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ually the first-harbinger of spring, without a feeling 

gladness "that the winter is over and gone, and the 

ne of the singing of birds is come," and this fretting 

increased, as day after day the blue bird, robin, yellow 

cd, bobolink, thrush, oriole and swallow successively 

rive and enliven the groves and fields with their pres-

ce, and fill the air with their music. 

As soon as the birds appear among us, and begin to 

lild their nests, a set of idle and miscreant boys eom-

snce annoying them, and take their eggs, and often 

stroy their nests; and at all seasons of the year a set 

ruthless vagabonds prowl around through every 

ighborhood, with their guns ever ready, to shoot 

iwc every robin, sparrow, and even the diminutive 

d harmless wren, either of which are rendering more 

rvice to the community, in proportion to their ability, 

an their numerous persecutors. Did they loTe birds 

well as I do—did every one delight in hearing their 

adsbme notes, few, very few, would be the birds dea-

jyed. But cruel as it is, to take the life of the inno-

nt birds that build their nests and rear their young, in 

e shrubbery around the meadows and groves, w e have 

days past, w e are sorry to say, been guilty of such 

ts of cruelty. Gladly would I, if I could, restore to 

e every inneeent bird I have been guilty of destroying; 

it it is too late. For mere sport, multitudes of the 

ithered tribe are destroyed by wanton boys and the 

in of tbe fowler. For having been guilty of such acts, 

ilmost think I can excuse myself. Like other boys I 

is fond of "sport," notwithstanding such sport re-

Ited in the death of those creatures that had an un-

-ubted right to live. I can call to mind many times 

lere I have been well nigh affected to tears in wit-

ssing the death struggles of the little warblers that 

ve fallen at m y feet, pierced with leaden missiles. 

ten too have I called to mind what L'Estrange In his 

jles says, in regard to the observation made by some 
Dgsto some frolicksomo b o y s — " children you do not 

nsider that though this m ay be sport to you, it is 

:ath to us." Sportingfor pleasure and destroying the 

nocent creatures' God has made, is indeed cruel pica-

re. T o m e , it 6eems right to spare the creatures he 

s made, especially the birds, inasmuch as everything 

as made for some good and wise purpose; therefore, 

y young friends, I beg you to spare the birds. 

A W O R D TO YOUNG LADIES. 

'W RIB-TEN FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY 3. L. IIKRSEY. 

YOUNG ladies, as well as young gentlemen, sometimes 

m d in -their own light, and do themselves mnch 

jury in their endeavors to win and woo each other. 

•> young lady of -sense, cares a fig for a dapper dandy 

au, who prides himself more on the cut of his coat 

d cultivating the extremes of fashion—rather than 

a mind; who bestows more care on the parting of his 

ir, and the insipidity of his conversation, than on the 

we enduring qualities of the head and heart, which 

sne should make his acquaintance pleasant andprofit-

1%, What young man, of common sense, would 

t prefer a wife who can cook, and wash, and sew, and 

scrub, and do things necessary to perfect the. arrange

ment of every well regulated household—to one who 

can sing fashionable music, dram on a piano, talk sen

timental nonsense, and repeat whole pages of album 

poetry ? Not that accomplishments of this nature are to 

be discarded or neglected, altogether; but, that the es

sentials ought to be acquired first, and practiced the 

most. Young men of sense like to see their sweet

hearts sometimes in the kitchen with their sleeves rolled 

up, and a pan of hot water before them, a dishcloth and 

a piect of soap in their hands, hard at work scrub

bing at the breakfast or supper dishes. Oh, it is a beau

tiful sight, and makes a young man feel at home; feel 

that here is a gift worth taking—a young lady that will 

keep his home neat and tidy. But many of the young 

ladies of these days, follow the example of Solomon's 

lilies "which toil not, neither spin," and consider it. 

beneath their calling to have a knowledge of the most 

ordinary parts of housekeeping. In this, young lady, 

you are altogether mistaken; you never appear mora 

beautiful than when employed in some useful occupa

tion, in learning the art and mysteries of making apple 

pies, preserves, and learning how to become a frugal 

housewife—as that is the desideratum to be arrived at 

and what every farmer needs, who wishes to thrive in 

earthly matters. If we go back to the days of chivalry, 

there we find'the lady-love of the knights, burnishing 

their armor. Let the same labor be now applied to 

burnishing the milk pans, and boiler covers, and 

strainers and tin cans. Hang them up around the 

pantry as trophies of your art and industry; rise early 

in the morning; feed the chickens, and get the break

fast ready; sweep the floors, and dust the chairs, and 

when the bell rings have the breakfast smoking on the 

table. Then fly round, do all the work required, 

and if you go systematically to work, you will have the 

whole afternoon and evening to devote to reading, writ

ing, sewing, music, or shopping. 

What a delightful wife a young lady makes who is 

brought up in this way. She is much better than gold— 

yea, than much fine gold; and the young man who can 

abandon such a household idol, and seek the dram shop, 

or the gaming table, is not worthy of heaven's reward; 

and unless a great change comes over his dreams, his 

chances of seeing the inside of the Golden City aro slim. 

Now, young ladies, heed the advice of one who wishes 

to make you fit companions for domestic happiness, 

and fit you to bring up a family Of children in the paths 

of usefulness, and be a blessing to your age and gene

ration. 
— — n ^ - « ^ CI* 

T H E A L P H A B E T . — T h e following verse' contains all 

the letters of the alphabet, and may be used as an exer

cise for young children in tracing the letters: 

"God gives the grazing ox his meat, 

And quickly hears tho sheep's low cry, 

But man, who tastes his finest wheat, i 

Should joy to lift his praises high." 

N E V E R chase a lie. Let it alone, and it will run itself 

to death. I can work out a good character m u c h fastsr 

than any one can lie m e out of it. 
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MrbtH SaJfe, 
SPECIAL. ANNOUNCEMENT! 

Now Is tiie Time to Get up a Club! 

ONE more number will complete the first half volume 

of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . T O those who commenced 

with us, and have read the back numbers, we need 

not say that we have spared neither labor nor expense 

to make the paper interesting and profitable to our 

patrons; and it will be our constant effort in the future 

to make it still more worthy the large and extensive 

circulation it already enjoys. 

On entering upon the last half of the present volume 

we are desirous of further increasing our list of sub

scribers, and to this end would call the attention of our 

agents and friends to our offer to send T H E -FARMER for 

the remainder of the year to any address, in any State 

or Territory, for only Fifty Cents. What farmer can 

refuse this small sum ? And what we ask, is, that all 

our readers will let this be known. W e want every 

subscriber to feel personally interested in T H E A M E R I 

C A N F A R M E R , and to do all he can to increase its circu

lation. Now, is agood time to interestyouVfriends and 

neighbors, and set them to subscribe, take theirnames 

and subscriptions, - and forward on to us at our risk.' 

The back numbers can be sent to those who desire them, and 

each yearly subscriber will count double in taking any 

of our premiums. Read them over; and try what you 

can do for T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . W e want ten 

thousand more for the last half volume, arid we shall 

have them, if each will do his share, and send on the 

names of two, three, or more, as opportunity occurs. 

Our space is so crowded that webave been compelled 

to issue a supplement, containing Premium List, with 

full instructions to agents, as we wish to give all the 

room we possibly can for valuable reading. Make it 

known that the farmers have adopted T H E A M E R I C A N 

F A R M E R as their own paper, in which they can commu

nicate their thoughts and experience from one to 

the other. Let all our readers send in a few names to 

swell the list of subscribers. 

Recollect that all names received before the 1st of 

June will receive'the June number. 

Prize Essays. 

WE havo, with great.eare, made the following selec

tions for prize essays, to be published in T H E A M E R I 

CAN F A R M E R , and we make tho offer, to send a dollar 

book to the person who will send ua the best commu

nication or communications on any of these subjects. 

The writer to select the book he or she wishes. The 

essays should be short, as our space is limited. They 

should occupy not to exceed a page of T H E F A R M E R , 

or less. They must be se#t in by the first of August, 

as we desire to publish them in the October number. 

They will be submitted to a competent committee, and 

those accepted will be published, and the books at onee 

sent to those who send in the best. W o want plain, 

practical statements of facts, and we hope our readers 

will let us hear from them on all of these subjects. 

1. On buildings suitable for a large or small farm, 

with plans. 

2. On the importance of shelter for stock in winter. 

3. On winter work on the farm. 

4. On fattening cattle and sheep in winter. 

5. On preparing fire wood for winter use. 

6: On preserving roots for winter use. 

7. On the best feed for stock in winter. 

8. On the management of stock in winter. 

9. On making and putting down butter for winter 

use. 

10. On curing pork and hams. 

11. On- the different breeds of cattle. 

12. On the different breeds of horses. 

13. On the different breeds of sheep. 

11. On the different breeds of swine. 

15. On the breeding, rearing and fattening of pigs. 

16. On the management of fowls in winter, so as to 

secure a full supply of eggs. 

17. The best method of improving exhausted land, 

18. H o w to keep up the fertility of the soil. 

19. On underdraining. 

30. On the best rotation of crops on a farm. 

21. On the management and application of barnyard 

manure. 

22. On the recreation and amusement of farmers and 

their families in winter. 

23. On the modes, system, and local characteristics of 

farming in each of the different Statesman eBsay from 

each.State. 

14. On the same in Canada. , 

15. On Bee culture. 

Now TTork Stato Agricultural Society. 

AT the meeting of the Executive Committee of the 

State Agricultural Society, held at Albany, on theSpth 

of March, it was decided to hold the next annuallair 

at Saratoga. At the same time a committee was 

appointed to locate the place for holding the great 

trial of implements in July. The preference of the 

board was in favor of Auburn. It is expected that this 

trial of implements will be of great interest, and one 

of the most important ever held in the United States. 

C E N S U S O* T H E C A T T L E P L A G U E . — U p to March 8, the 

cattle plague had appeared on 16,415 farms in England; 

3,396, in Scotland; and 68S in Wales. Total, 20,499 

farms. There was on these farms, A grand total of 

349,712 head of cattle: of these, 187,059 had been 

attacked; 26,135;killed for security; 89,081 slaughtered 

healthy; 117,601 died of the disease; recovered, 26,106. 

WE shall be glad to hear from any of our readers, 

the result of their sheep shearing. Give us the weight 

of fleece, age of animal, and any particulars you think 

of interest to the American farmer. 

W E have received from Otis Tinkham, Lakeville, 

Mass., a package of Early Japan Melon seed, for which 

he will accept our thanka. •' ' 
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W o o l Growers Convention. 

WE hope our readers will remember that this society 

holds its next'mceting in this city on the 8th, 9th, and 

,10th of'Mny. It should be well attended by all wool 

growers and sheep raisers. A large attendance and a 

good show is expected. For classification of prizes, &c, 

see last number of T H E F A R M E R , p. 129. The New York 

Central Railroad has agreed to carry stock free, and the 

arrangements on the Monroe County Fair Grounds are 

all that could be desired, as the pens are well covered, 

which will be a protection to the sheep in case of rain; 

and are otherwise well arranged for the comfort of the 

animals. 

Farmers, Write for Tour Own Paper! 

We copy the following from an exchange, which we 

think very appropriate, and will apply with equal force 

to our own readers, and trust they will not fail to heed 

the exhortation:— 

"Give us field news, Btock news, horse talk, cattle 

talk, hog talk, bear talk, turkey talk, fox talk, duck 

and goo6e talk, always giving preference to the more 

useful and substantial items in the above list. Write 

early, write often, and continue to write. 

" Take up your pens, O, ye cattle kings, ye horsemen, 

ye Shepherd of hill and -plain, ye Dairy men and 

women, ye Wheat growers, Corn growers, Grass grow

ers, yc Apple Kings and Garden diggers, ye men and 

women of the rose tree and the pansy bed, yfe lovers 

of the grape and the juices thereof, ye Nimrods of the 

bush and the saddle, ye Women of the gridiron and the 

frying pan, who know the mysteries of broiled quail 

and lordly steaks, and such generous dishes as make us 

stout and good nafured." 

.^»- m> » 

Inquiries and Answers. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Will some of your correspondents 
give, through your columns, a plan of a hall and build
ings tor a county agricultural fair grounds. I want a 
plan only of those which have been found to be exactly 
fitted for the purpose.—G. E. B. 

"J. S." wishes to know if any of our readers have 

had any experience with the Prickly Ash as an hedge 

plant. If any one has tried it, we should be glad to 

have them communicate the facts through T H E F A R M E R . 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I wish some of your readers would 
communicate through T H E F A R M E R , some hints about 
raising turnips, the time to sov/ the seed, distance 
apart, and how to prevent the ravages of the fly, &e., 
as I wish to raise some to feed stock next winter, and 
desireinformation.—-?''. M., Ohio. 

W . 8., (Mich.)—We shall be jflad to hear fromyou 

and others, the result of your sheep shearing. Give 

us the weight of fleece, age of sheep, and any items 

you may think,of interest to farmers generally. 

J. M.—Chedder cheese was first made in the 'rich 

valleys near the Chedder rocks, (from whence it derived 
its name 1 in Somersetshire, England..; The- Stilton 

obtained it* name front-a small town in Huntingdon

shire where it was first publicly sold. The process of 
makingjVajjfpr/j longtime kept a secret, but is "now 

generally known. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I wish your correspondent on hops 
would give me the distinguishing' marks, between the 
male and female hops.—H. K., SchohaHe Co. 

E. S.—We shonld advise you to use the land for cran

berries. It will be good for nothing else, and-in four 

years, with proper management will yield you a hand

some profit. Cranberries require a wet, swampy soil, 

and your waste land can be made of good accqunt by 

using it for this purpose. 

H. W.—Put a little manure under each hill,, and 

you will succeed better. Melons and cucumbers require 

a good deal of warmth, especially for a start. W e 

ilways treat ours in this way, and have excellent suc

cess. Cover the manure with soil about three inches. 

E. B. CORNWALL.—The nasturtium is an annual, pro

ducing half red and half yellow-flowers. The seed just 

before ripening, is gathered for pickling. Sow early 

in the spring, and when the plants are up about three 

inches, place sticks or secure cords for them to rest 

upon. 

H. B.—Soak in chamber lye, and mix with plaster, 

before sowing. 

E. H.—Should like to hear from yon on that or any 

subject of interest to. farmers. 

A N " E N G L I S H M A N " who has been accustomed to the 

use of rock salt in the old country, wants to know how 

it is that it is not'used more generally here: He thinks 

it far better for cattle, as they cannot take too large a 

quantity at once, as is the case with common Salt, and 

rrmch more convenient, as a lump can always remain 

under some shed or tree, where the cattle can procure 

it as desired. 

E. P. H.—Soak the seed about twelve hours in, luke

warm water. Parsley js a long time in. appearing; 

sometimes the seed will be three weeks in the .ground 

before sprouting. 

A L A D Y READER.—You may plant radishes at any 

time during the.Bpring and summer. A sandy soil is 

best for them. To secure a constant supply, sow a llt-

tle only at a time, scattering a few seeds every week or 

so. W e prefer the red turnip. 

8. A. B A R N E S . — W e think as ybu do—the cow should 

be killed for so grave a misdemeanor; but we would 

fatten her first arid then use the beef. 

T H E FERRET.—(J. C.)—They are little known in this 

country, but almost every English farmer keeps.them. 

They are a native of .Africa, and were imported from 

that country to Spain, and from thgncc to England. 

There are but few in this country at the present time. 

They arc very sensitive to cold and require to be kept 

very.warm during.wiuter. Where rabbits; and rata 

abound they are very useful for their deBtaiction. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I am quite an amateur in grape cul-
tfcre, and fear sometimes that I fall' into grave errors, 
and some of my neighbors rather like to run on me a 
little. The other day. one of them asked mc If I had 
pruned my grape vmes tins spring. I told him no. He 
toughed, supposing that I should do so. I pruned con
siderably. Going into the garden the next morning, I 
found icielcs hanging on the cut portion, some two or 
three inches long. It immediately struck me that I 
hadJiecn fooled? eomewhatj as it seams folly fefc lose so 
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touch sap. H o w is it? Is it usual to prune at this sea-
•on (April,)'or not. I have read several articles on 
grape culture, but never remember to have seen the 
practice of spring pruning forbidden. Will some of 
your numerous readers give us a few ideas on the sub
ject from practical experience.—/. D., Morristown, N. J. 

If you left your vines until the sap had commenced to 

flow, it would have been best not to cut them. Y o u 

should have waited until the young shoots had started, 

and then rubbed off what buds you did not want to 

Notes on the Weatlier from Marcli 15th, to 
April 15th, 1866. 

THE first half of March gave us' moderate tempera

ture, or 2.1 ° above the general average. The last half 

of March gave us 27.6 ° as the mean, or below the gen

eral average 6.8 °. As the winds were strong, raw, and 

quite constant, and snow squalls were very frequent, 

the weather was held to be uncommonly dismal for 

even March. The coldest morning was 12°, on the 

18th; the coldest noon, 17 °, on the 17th and 25th; the 

coldest day was 15 °, on the 25th; the warmest morn

ing, 35 o, on the 16th, 21st and 31st; warmest noon was 

41 o, on the 23d, and hottest evening, 40 °, on the 31st. 

In 1811, March 17th, the temperature was 5° below 

zero, the only time here that the temperature was so 

low in thirty years in the last half of March. The mean 

of March was 29.9°, or 2.8o below the general aver

age. The fall of water in the month was 2.71 inches— 

near the average. Barely have been so many com

plaints of bad weather, as in the last half. The earth 

was frozen at the close of the month. Maples were 

showing some blossoms. 

APRIL.—The first half was pleasant, warm, dry and 

good. The mean heat was 1.50° above tho general 

average. The hottest noon was 75°, on the 5th; and 

the same showed the hottest day—65 o. The coldest 

morning was 30 ° on the 9th; 35 ° the coldest noon, 

on the 7th, and coldest day, 33.3o, on the 7th. Very 

little water has fallen this half month, only 0.18 of an 

inch. The ground dried early, plowing was begun 

early, and earlier than usual some oats have been 

sown. Still, the progress of vegetation has not been 

equal to some years. The lilac is just leafing, and the 

weeping willow; the early flowers have appeared; the 

soft maple blossomed early in the month, showing only 

stamens, but the pistils have since appeared in later 

buds with stamens; the common elm is also fully in 

flower; the spring beauty and trailing arbutus nearly 

ns early as is usual. The surface of the earth is rather 

dry, and a fine rain would advance the grasses very 

greatly. 

The return of birds this spring was early and singu
lar. Some robins appeared in February, just before the 
cold of the 15th, and remained through and after it; 
but soon disappeared, though occasionally seen. As 
tho last of February and beginning of March were 
warm, robins and some others came for a few days. As 

March 14th was 60 o at midday, robins, bluebirds, & c , 

were quite numerous. This is about the usual time of 
commencing a permanent stay for the season. 

THE WORKING FARMER. 

This valuable monthly comes regularly to hand filled 
with a large amount of agricultural and miscellaneous 
information. It is well illustrated, and the number for 
March now before us contains a very good likeness of 
Prof. Mapes (whose death was referred to in the March 

number of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , ) with appropriate 

reference to his decease. The subscription priceis only 
$1.00 a year. Published by W . L. Allison, New York. 

THE MARKETS. 
ROCHESTER April.28,"1S66. 

FLOUR—White wheat, $i400@$14.50. .Red wheat, 111.00® 
$11.50. Extra State, $7.25@$7.50. 
GRAIN—White wheat, $2,50@$2.60. Red do., $2.12@}2.2S. 

Corn, 65@70c. Barley, 85@90c. Oats, 50c. Rye, 70c. 
PROVISIONS—Mess pork, $27@$28.50. Lard, 18@19c _Bnt-

ter is verv scarce at 88@45c. Eggs, 18c. Chickens, 
Turkeys, 20©22c. Cheese, 18@22o. Potatoes, »"•="•' N E W YORK. April M. 
FLOUR—The market for State and Western flour less activa, 

and common grades are 10©lower. Superfine State, $6.90@$7.50. 
Extra State, $7.50@$8.00. Choice State, $8.05@$S.65. Superfine 
Western, $6.90@7.50. Common to medium extra Western, $7.58 
@$8.70. Trade brands, $9-.15@$12.00, the market closiTg doll. 
Canada flour $7.75@8.60 for common, and $8.55@$12.25 for good 
to choice Extra, 
GRAIN—The market for wheat Is dull. Choice No. 1 Mil

waukee at $1.88. Corn dull, at 82@85c for unsound mixed -West
ern, in store and delivered, 90e for white Southern, and 94c for 
Jersey white. Oats, 48@50c for new, and 57@60c lor old West-
n 69@60c for Canada, 55@56c for Jersey, and 62c for Stato. 
HOPS—Steady at 20@65c for 1S8S crop. 
PROVISIONS—The market for pork opened firmer, hut doled 

heavy and Irregular. Sales at $26.00@$26.62 for new mess, dol
ing at 20.60 cash; $25.00@25.25 for old moBS, and $22@00.00 for 
prime. Cut meats at 10#@ll&c for shoulders, and 15«@ 
n% for hams. Lard, 17Xe@W«o. Butter, 25c@45c for Ohio, and 
40@60 for State. Cheese, 16c@22o for common to prime. 

FLOUR—Market dull. CHICAGO, April fl. 
GRAIN—Wheat active, and advanced l@2o. Sales at $1.41Jf 

©$1.42% for No. 1, and 96c@96>ic for No. 2. Corn quiet at 45tf 
e@46#c for No. 1, and 42c for No. 2. Oats quiet; sales at STX 
@28e for No. 1. 
PROVISIONS—Sales of mess pork at $25.60&»26.TB. 

Lard, lSX@lS.14c. 
BUFFALO, April 21. 

FLOUR—Market dull. Canada spring. $8.55. Canada and 
Western spring, $8.50. Mixed brands at "$8.50@$10.50. 
GRAIN—Wheat very scarce at $2.46. Amber winter 18.85. 

Canada and Milwaukee Club, $1.88,@$1,84. Corn, 66c. Baity, 
78@87c for Canadian. Rye Inactive and nominal at 80c. Peat, 
quoted at 100c for Canada. Beans quiet and nominal at 185c® 
100c. 
SEEDS—Timothy firm at $5@5.35. Clover $6.76. ADVERTISEMENTS. 

RATES OF ADVERTISING—$2,60 per square, or 25 cents a line per 
month; one column, each Insertion, $25*00. Displayed advep-
tiaementB and cuts inserted at the same rates. Special notices* 
50 cents a lino. 

C L U B S I C L U B S ! 1—form Clubs for *' your own paper!*' 

P R E S E R V E Y O U R IFRTJIT. 

SPENOEB'S 
P A T E N T SELF-SEALING 

FRUIT JAKS, 
THE MOST EE11ABLE, 

-A. I*»rfeot Success. 

The Easiest to Open and Close. 

Will Produce the Greatest and Molt 
Perfeot Vaouum, without which 

Fruit will not Keep. 
= ^o-" Consult your Interosts andhOT 
•no other. Wholesale headquarters,No, 
i 23 Exchange st. 

COLXXAH ft BA2X1& 

WHENCE*' 
PBTENT'j 

ROCHESTER 
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GEAVES' DOUBLE-WALLED BEE B3VE. 

WE earnestly call the attention of the public to this 
valuable Bee Hive. It contains a number of in

dispensable advantages to profitable Bee Culture that no 
other Hive can possess. A full description of tho Hive 
and its management, will be found in a pamphlet of about 
40 pages which we have just published, giving full in
structions on • 
Nucleus aud Artificial Swarming, 
Transferring—when to be done, 
Destroying the Drones and Miller Worasi 
Wintering, Feeding, 
and in fact on all subjects connected with the profitable 
culture of the Honey Bee. 

Also a cut and description of m y newly invented 
]MCo"va/ble Frame, 
•which entirely prevents the building of the comb across 
the frames, and attaching it together, which has been the 
onlv objection to movable comb Hives. Every Bee mas
ter will adopt this frame when he sees it. The inventor 
of this Hive has spent many years in searching into tho 
mysterious nature, habits, and requirements of tho 
Honey Bee. Also in constructing a Hive especially adapt
ed to the Bee's peculiar nature, and at the same time pro
tecting them against their numerous ene.mies, particu
larly the Bee worm, which are effectually secured. 
This work should be in the hands of every family who 

take any interest in Bee culture. Price 20 cents. If 
sent by mail, a 2 cent stamp should be enclosed. "Whole
sale $10 per hundred. All orders for book, individual, 
town, and conn ty rights, and hives, should be addressed to 
GRAVES & VANDERBECK, 

my-tf No. 6 Chestnut St., Rochester, N. T. 
A XT G H ' S R A W - B O N E S U P E R P H O S 
PHATE OF LIME.—Baugh & Sons, Inventors and Solo 

. -~ Manufacturers, Philadelphia, This 

. nr M/LRK A MANURE 
f R k u t W baa been before the Agricultural pub-

^ S f l £ He for 
TWELVE YEARS PAST, 

under one name and one proprietor
ship. 
It has been' used npon all crops 

with remarkable success, and by 
thousands of farmers in the Atlantic 
States. A trial will convince any 

fanner who has never used it, of its value as a manure, which we 
would ask all frose to make upon their Spring Crops. 

B A T J G H B R O T H E R S & CO., 
181 Pearl Street, N. T. 

General Wholesale Agents. 
^ " T h i s old established manure can bo had of dealers in all 

Important towns, to w n o m we recommend farmers to apply. my-8t 

F O R E V E R T F A R M E R A N D H O R S E 
OWNER.—Just published, 

The Complete Farrier and Horse Doctor, 
giving the best and most useful remedies for every disease to 
which the Horse 1B subject. 64pages, price 15 cents. Also, 

Horse Taming, with Bnles for Selecting Good Horses, 
Breaking Colts, Feeding, fto. 

64 pages, illustrated, priee 15 cents. Either of tho above mailed 
free for 15 cents each, or both for 25 cents, by 

H U N T E R & CO., Publishers, 
my-3t Hinsdale, N. H. 

F 
T O D D ' S I K I V R O T E D S T A M P S . 

OB MASKING 8HEBP. 
(See notice in April number.) 

Agents "Wanted Everywhere. 
Bend for Circular! to Agents. A. TODD, JE., 

my-lt Pultneyyille, Wayne Co., N. T. 

N* 
B E A N S A N D CORN.] 

O W IN S W E E 
TS Bushels pure White Mountain or M a n w BeuM, 
60 Bushels pure Early King Philip Seed Corn, 
SO Bushels pure Early Dutton Seed Corn, 
85 Bushels pure White Flint Seed C o m — a t 

BAPALJE'S Seed Store, Beeheiter, H; T. 

P E A S ! P E A S ! ! 
N O W IN 8TOEE, AND HEADY FOE OUE CUSTOM-

crs, at Rapalje's Genesee Seed Store, EocheBter, N. T — 
150 bushels Canada Creeper (field) Peas, 
200 bushels Black Eye Marrowfat Peas, 
200 bushels Early Washington Peas, 
100 bushels Daniel O'ltourke Peas, 
100 Early Emperor Peas, 
60 bushels Dwarf Blue Imperial Peas, 
50 bushels Prize Taker Peas. 

A L S O 

150 bushels Timothy Seed, best quality— 
25 bushels Eed Top and Blue Grass, 

25 bushelB Orchard Grass. 
8PEING WHEAT, 
And a TOLL ASSORTMENT of ALL the leading kinds of Garden and 
Flower Seed, Agricultural Implements and Machines, the best 
that can be found in this section. m y F L O W E R A N D V E G E T A B L E S E E B 8 . 
YICK'S ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF SEEDS.— 

Floral Guide for 1S66—is now published, and contains a 
full description of tho choicest floral treasures of the world, and 
the best vegetables, with plain directions for culture. Illustrated 
with a colored bouquette and fifty wood engravings, of tho new
est and best flowers, and containing about sovonty pages. Sent 
to all who apply, enclosing Ton Cents, which is not half the cost. 
Flowers from seeds sold by mo, obtained tho first prizes at tho 
principal State Fairs, and hundreds of County Fairs, the past 
summer. Address, J A M E S VICK, Eochester, N. Y. m y G O O D R I C H S E E D L I N G P O T A T O E S . 

THE GAKNET CHILI—FIVE DOLLAES PEE BAB-

rel, at tho Genesee Seed Store, Eochester, N. Y. my-tf 
C I D E R W A N T E D . 

T H E 8UB8CEIBEE will furnish Casks and pay Cash for any 
quantity of 

JPTJRE C L D E B , 

delivered at the Bailroad or Canal. For further particulars, ad-
d,es9) H O E A C E W I L L I A M S , Agent 
Buffalo, N. Y. my-6t 

J A P A N M E L O N . 

IWILL SEND TO ANY ADDRESS on receipt of 20 cents, a 

package of Japan melon seeds, of m y own raising. T w o 
packages, 40 cenU Order early, as m y ^ o c k J J J * ^ 
•p-lt *°0"""' Lakevllle.MaM, 
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WOODKUTP'S No. 

IMPROVED PORTABLE 

^ = 4 BAROMETER! 
Every intelligent farmer knows 

the value of a good Barometer, par
ticularly in haying and harvest, 
when its indications of a coming 
storm will often enable him to save 
valuable crops from damage and 
waste, and repay many times its I 
cost. There is hardly a business 
or occupation in which a Barometer, 
will not prove useful and profitable. 
Since, by the invention of tho 
Woodruff Instrument, 
they are made safely portable, so 
that a very beautiful and nicely fin
ished Barometer, correct in princi
ple, and perfect in construction, can 
be readily obtained by all at a very 
small cost, their use is becoming 
universal. 
" It is the beet Barometer for gen

eral use.*" 
American Agriculturist j 

"It is really a good, practical, por
table Barometer." 

Scientific American. 
" The very best Barometer, and I 

very cheap." 
Mother's Journal. 

A G E N T S W A N T E D JJJVETCYWIIEEE. 

Send stamp for circulars. 
All kinds, sites' and styles of 

Thermometers of Superior Quality 
and Finish, constantly on hand or 
made to order. * ' 
Address, C H A R L E S W I L D E R , 

Pcterboro, N. H. 

THE KEDZIE FALTER 
has*beeit- used many years throughout tho United 
Btates, and its merit fully established as posscs-
ing every PRACTICAL and SCIENTIFIC arrangement 
for the objects desired,. namely,;rendcring the 
mqsjt impure Rain, River, or Hydrant water free 
from an organic matters, gases, color, taste or 
srhell. 
- 'Tneyari portable, durableand convenient,not 
liable to get out of order, and can be transported 
any distance in safety. < ' 

Address, K E D Z I E & BTJNNEL, 
Rochester, N. T. 

, mh-tf 

Descriptive circulars sent free. 

W A N T E D , A G E N T S . — $ 5 0 per week—male,or female, 
at their home; business light, pleasant and honorable. 

For sample and terms, address with stamp, 
SHAWE & CO., 

my-lt* Detroit, Muli. 
WILSON'S EARLY BLACKBERRY. 

rj-HE LARGEST, BEST, AND MOST PRO-
J_ IHICTIVK. Ripe before any other Blackberry, yielding 
its whole crop in the shortest period, between tiftepbBQ'los «nd 
qtlvr JJUickWmes, just tho time whenfruit is scarce and brings 
the highest price. ' ; 

Philadelphia Raspberry,, 
For hardiness ami productiveness is unequalled, bearing the ex
treme ooldfW Minnesota without injury, and yielding In that 
latitude a splendid crop of fruit It has produced,here oyer 200 
bushels per aore. 
20 Acres in Strawberries, Best Varieties* 
Send for Catalogues, gratis.. 

ap-2t 
WILLIAM PARRY, 

Cinnaminson, N. J. 

W A N T E D , AGENTS.—(Male' or'"Female.)—Can clear 
<60 per week at their home, in a light andhanprsbie Do

nees. Any person having a few hours daily to spend will find 
this a good paying business. Address, sending stamp,Topfull par-
ticulank E. E. LQCjtwOOD, 
uay-lt* Detroit* W « k •' 

IMPORTANT TO STOCKBREEDERS. 

DARiET'S 

Arabian Heave Remedy, and Infallible 
Condition Medicine. 

THE QMMAT REMEDY FOR DISEASES, OF 

MOUSES AND CATTLE. 

Its effects are permanent and alwiys Bafo. 
•It is freo from the injurious mineral or vegetable stimulants 

that enter so largely into the composition of most other medi
cines. 
' 'it has been tested for fifteen years by the best stock breeders 
in the country with unqualified satisfaction. 
II OH 8 E©. 
Tt is a sure dure for 

HEAVES, 
COUGHS, 

COLDS, 
BROKEN vm TD. and all other 

diseases which affect the wind of Horscsi 
It has never failed, when properly tested, of curing all diseases 
of eattlo arising from coughs and colds or overwork. Its use on-
some of the largest 6tock farms in N e w Ym-k and tho Western 
States, has saved, thousands of valuable animals Many breeders 
wiU.not be without it Wherever its qualities are known itis 
the* universal favorite. The proprietor* simply ask for Jt a trial, 
feeling confident that It will give satisfaction. 
By its use the npjietito of the animal is improved, all derange

ments of the digestive organs corrected, tho Bkin softoned, and 
Clie'coat restored to a natural and healthy condition. 

THE AMERICAN HEAVE KEMEDY AND CON

DITION MEDICINE, 
Is warranted superior; 

Requires smaller doses; 
Is more easily given;' 
Is moro certain"in its operation— , 

Than any other rumedy known 
Its operation is so simple and natural that it may safely bo 

given to horses aud work cattle without tho necessity of .with-
drawing tuom from the road or Hold. ; • - -
Trice 25 cents p<jr package, $2.00 per dozen. 
Fur saK-by all ilruu'gists and general dealers throughout tho 

United States and Canudas and by 
" ' TtJTTLE & CO, 82 Dey street, 

feb-tf General Agents, N e w York. 
rpHE MOTHER'S JOURNAL. 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE! 
For Mothers and the Household, 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF PER YEAR! 
AGENTS WANTED 
In every Church, Town and Ytylage, to secure subscribers. Direct 
alUotters'to M O T H E R ' S J O U R N A L . • 

Fob'ytt .' 498 Broadway, Now York. 
$25. B A R T L E T T S E W I N G M A C H I N E . $25 
LIC E N S E D under patents of Howe, Wheeler & Wilson, Gro-

vcr & Bafcer,.and Singer Co.'s, and tho only Cheap Maohine 
in tho United States, having the right to use the Wheeler Ss Wil
son or four motion Under-Feed. 
W o want Agents to sell .them. 'Will pay $50 to $200 per 

month, or allow la*g»TOmiin&»1ons. "Will send maohlnos, to be 
paid for when sold. For Circulars, Terms, &e., onclose stamp 
and address, •••'•- >; ''; P A G E B R O T H E R S , 

•'*' " OBXERAL AGENTS, 

at either of our offices, Philadelphia, Pa.; Toledo, Oi or St 
Louis, Mo. ' •' ' ' ' . . ".•: 
Sows with.4ouble or single thread.—Scientific Amer'n. . raj>>2t 
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GRQYER&BAKEffS 
E L A S T I C S T I T C H 

SEWING MACHINES, 
Are Superior to all others for tie following reasons: 

1. They sew direct from tho spools, and require no rewinding 
of thread. 

2. They are more easily understood and used, and less liable to 
derangement than other machines. 
3. They are capable of executing perfectly, without change of 

adjustment, a much greater variety of work than any other 
machine. 
4. The stitch made by these machines is much more iirm, 

elastic and durable, especially upon articles 'which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch. 
5. This stitch, oVing to the manner in which the thread is in

wrought, is much the most plump and beautiful in use, and 
retains this plumpness and beauty even upon articles frequently 
washed and ironed until they are worn out. 
6. The structure of the seam is such that, though it be cut or 

broken at intervals of only a few stitches, it will neither open, 
run, or ravel, but remain firm and durable. 

7. Unlike other machines, these' fasten both ends of the seam 
by their own operation. 
8. With these machines, while silk is used upon the right or 

face side of the seam, cotton may be used upon the other side 
without lessening the strength or durability of the seam. This 
can be done on no other machine, and is a great saving upon all 
articles stitched or made up with silk. 
9. These machines^ in addition to their superior merits- as 

Instruments for sewing, by a change of adjustment, easily learned 
and practised, execute the most Deautiful and permanent em
broidery and ornamental work. 

G B O V E R & B A K E R S. Iff. CO. 
495 Broadway, Hew York, 

ap-tf or, 48 State St., Eochester. 

p r B E BBED POULTRY. 

Eggs for Hatching, for ©ale. 

WHITE FACE BLACK SPANISH, PYLE GAME, BLACK 
RED CAME, GREY DORKINGS, and BRAMA 

POOTRAS, 

Each $7 to $10 perpa.tr; $10 to $15 per trio, 
according to age and size. 

Fresh Eggs from any or all the above, $3 per dozen i two 
dozen, $5 5 five dozen, $10.—Carefully packed aud 

sent in their turn, 

Send stamp for circular, 

Address, E. A. WENDELL, 

mh-tf Albany, N. Y. 

ar\ r\r\r\ A N G E R Q U I N C E STOCKS—SEC-
Z U . U U U O N D CLASS, $12 per'100. Adirondack Grapes, 
1 year'old, $80 per 100. Lawton Blackberry, $20 per 1,000. Wil
son's Albany Strawberries, $4 per 1,000. Norway Spruce, 2 to 8 
feet, stocky, $15 per 100. A few hundred Plum trees, $50 per 
100. A few hundred Cherry trees, $45. 10,000 Apple trees, four 
years old, nice, $120 per 1,000. 6,000 Dwarf Pears, three years 
old, $260 per L000. 

^ S A L T E R «fc A N T H O N Y , 
ap-tf Rochester, N. Y, CHEAP POULTRY BOOK. 

THE AMATEUR'S POULTRY GUIDE—By E. 
A. Wendell. "The American Poultry Fancier." Now in 

press and will soon be Issued for the low price of 60 cents. Send 
your order and stamp for circular. Address, 
' E. A. WENDELL, 

Albany N. Y. 
^ S ~ All kinds of Poultry, Pigeons and Babbits for sale. Send 

itamp jfoj circular. vaii-tt 

YEHEER FR8IT BASKET 
ISeedier's DPatent, May 31, 1®G4=. 
FOR eonyenience in picking Small Fruits, a^d for their safe 

transportation to market, and beauty of arrangement When 
on sale, the 

has no equal. The Horticultural Exhibition of the American 
Institute, held at Cooper Union last season, awarded the 

FIRST AID ONLY PRIZE! 
TO THESE BASKETS, and our most experienced Fruit raisers 
ahid dealers, give them the 

PREFERENCE OVER ANY OTHER BASKET IN MARKET, 

Sold by the trade generally, and'by tbe Manufacturers. 
A. BEEOHEE & SONS, 

Westville, Conn, 
^"SendStamp for Circular. Fcb-6t. 

/- KVSTJIME I1V THE BEST. 
THE UNION MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 

C O M P A N Y , Boston, Mass. Second to now:. N.> loi-IWluro 
of policies. No litigation of claims. Henry Crockar, President: 
W. H. Hollister, Secretary. 
Assets, Dec. 31,1865 $1,580,877 
Increase since December, 1864 486,000 
LOSSPS paid to date 944,000 
Dividends 600,000 
Amount insured thereby 15,548,710 
This Company having been Incorporated in 184S, is now ona 

of the' 
Oldest, Safest and Best, Life Insurance Companies' in the 
United States I 
The security of its investments and the economy of its general 
management have successfully commended it to tho confidence 
of the public, and made 

THE HISTORY OF ITS PAST ITS PEOMISE FOE THE 

FUT0EE. 

It issues all the ordinary forms of policies, and has some plans 
of insuring, ORIGINAL W I T H ITSELF, to which public attention ia 
invited. 
^"Unlike others Mutual Companies, it combines in itself tho 

advantages of both the stock and mutualpUns, its policy holders 
thus sharing in all its profits, (which are large,) and at'the same 
time rendering it impossible for the Company to assess them for 
its losses. Call before insuring elsewhere. 
Examination is invited, 

t G E O B G E N> E E Y N O L D S , General Agent, 
Office, 88 Arcade, Eochester. 

Address—Box 626, Post Office. " «; • 
W . S. Campbell, agent Orleans County, No. 21 Burrows Block, 

(up stairs,) Albion. 
K. E. HID, agent, Genesee and Wyoming Counties. 
William Woodbury, agent, Canandaigua, Ontario County, ap-tf 

RI7SS' PATENT SCISSOHS SHARPENER. 
E V E R Y L A D Y should havo ono. All canvassers and 

agents can make money selling this useful little article 
withoufinterfering with otherbusinoss.. Sample sent by mail for 
60 cents Address W . P. Peck. 18 Gold street, New York; G. W. 
Ellis, 94 State street, Albany; or C. S. Hall, 29 State-street, 
Eochester, N. Y. »P-tf 

CHOLERA! 
IT IS THE OPINION OF OTJE MOST? EMINENT PHY8I 

clans that this fearful scourge will visit our country during 
the coming summer. It is therefore necessary that all should bo 
prepared for it. For $1.00 I will send, to< any address a vecipa 
with full instructions guaranteed to be a certain protection 
asainst cholera. It has been thoroughly tested and found to bo 
trustworthy. I will also send with the recipe the latest and 
most approved method of trcating.cholera. 
mosi app A d d r & A BYENS, M. D., 

Cooperstown, ' 
Brown County, 

mh-8t Vliaoia, 
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EXTBaOBDIH&RY OFFER!! 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR HALF VOLUME! 

LIBERAL PREMIUMS TO AGENTS! 

Desirous of reaching the large number of farmers who do not 
now take an agricultural paper, we have concluded to receive 
subscriptions for the coming half volume, (July to December, 
inclusive,) of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , at the following low rates: 

SINGLE SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY 50 CENTS FOB SIX 

MONTHS! 

5 Copies for $2. 8 Copies for $3, and any larger 
number at the same rate, or 3 7 1-2 cents eacll. 

F o r List of P r e m i u m s and inducements to Agents, 
read over carefully the following list—choose your prize, and get 
up a Club for " the farmers1 own paper:" 

ALL PRIZES AND NO BLANKS!;!! 

We will send any of the following prizes, (postage paid), to any 
Agent who will get up a list of subscribers at the Club rates of 

37 1-2 cents, for the half volume s 

TABLE OF PREMIUMS, 

For the Half Volume—July to December, 
1866, Inclusive. 

No. of 
Talue. SubBcr's 

1. Scrlbner's Eeady Eeckoner and Log Book $80 6 
2. Miner's Domestic Poultry Book 50 8 
8. Tho American Farmer for one year, 1866 1 00 10 
4. Manual of Agriculture 100 10 
6. Sogers' Scientific Agriculture 1 00 10 
6." The Horse and his Diseases, by Jennings 1 60 16 
7. Everybody's Lawyer 1 60 16 
8. A beautiful, line large Steol Engraving of 

Lieut. Gen. Grant, 18 by 24 inohes 8 00 20 
9. A beautiful, fine large Steel Engraving of the 

late President Lincoln, 18 by 24 inches 8 00 20 
10. Both of the above engravings, each 18 by 24 

inches 6 00 82 
11. Franklin Sewing Machine 30 00 150 

OTJR ©EED PREMIUMS, 

Being desirous of creating a love for beautiful flowers, we have 
made arrangements to obtain a 'choice collection of flower seeds 
from Mr. James Viok, the well known seedsman of this city, all 
of which are reliable, and which give such great satisfaction to 
all who try them. W e will send A package, valued as below, of 
our own selection, or to those who prefer wo will send Mr. Vick's 
Catalogue to any of our readers or Agents,- to make their own 
choice. They will be put up In packages and sent to any address, 
postage paid :— 

No. of 
Value. Subsor's 

1. A choice variety of Flower Seeds, Annuals $2 00 20 
2. " « « " " .... 8 60 80 
8. " " « « " .... 6 00 40 
4. " " « " Annuals, Bi

ennials and Perennials 10 00 60 
AH namee sent i/n before the first of June, will receive the 

June number. 
Our summer campaign is now before yon—try and do all yon 

can to get subscribers, and by so doing you will do good and en
courage ns at tho Bame time to make T H E A M E R I C A N F A B H E B 
still more worthy the liberal patronage it already enjoys. 

O E , T H E CIVIL WAP. IN T H E UNITED STATES. A 
complete record of the whole contest, by lion. J. T. 

Headley, author of Napoleon and Ills Marshals, Washington and 
His Generals, &c, &c. 1,200 pages royal octavo,, and 80 steel 
engravings. Complete in one volume, and the same in two vol
umes. Eeady in March, Also the Photograph Album Family 
Bible. , The most complete ever published. 
Agents wanted in every town in Monroe countv, to canvass for 

these works. Address, ' L. II. DEN1SOS, 
62 Buffalo st, (3d floor). Iioohcstur, NJT. O1 

R D E R S F O R A L L A G R I C U L T U R A L 
WOKKS OE BOOKS 

W i l l M e e t w i t h . P r o m p t A t t e n t i o n , 
by addressing T H E A M E R I C A N - F A R M E R , 

Rochester, N. V, 

C O N T E N T S O F T H I S N U M B E R . 

AGRICULTURE. 

May •• 187 
Farm Work for May 187 
Farm Talk, No. 2 188 
A Few Hints on Keeping Poultry 189 
Manure for Hop Yards 139 
Buildings for a Small Farm « 140 
Cabbage .' 140 
H o w W e Farm it in the Genesee country—No. 8 141 
H o w to Destroy Woodchucks 143 
Black Spanish Fowls 142 
Hedge Seed, &c 143 
Varieties of Wheat 144 
Carrots for Horses 144 
Amount of Butter 144 , 
Notes for the Month, by " S. W," 145 
Multum in Parvo .' 146 
Cutting Bushes 147 
Chapter on Bees 149 
Suggestions on Sheep 149 
Spirit of the Agricultural Press ^ 150 

Peach Culture .' 150 
Cost of liaising Corn : 150 
Bees and Honey 150 
Cultivating Potatoes 150 
Charcoal for Hogs 150 
Salt as a Manure 150 
Medicinal Properties of the Blackberry 150 
Planting Trees 151 
H o w to Know Good from Bad Meat 151 
Estimating Weight of Cattle by Measurement 151 
A Henological Operation 151 
Disease among Bees 151 
Cattle Plague 151 
Sound Horses 151 
Salt for Sheep 151 

Mystery of the Honey Bee 152 
The Garden 16S 
The Japan Pink 154 
•A New Horticultural Idea 164 
Insect and Fungus Remedies , 155 
Botany for Boys 156 
Farmers Enlarge Your Gardens 156 
Easpbcrry Notes 156 
Profitable Cranberry Culture 157 
Wash for Apple Trees 157 
The Apple Maggot 157 

LADIES DEPARTMENT. 

Domestio Eeeipes 168 
Madeline's Kitchon Cabinet 159 
Answers to Anagrams 159 

XOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 

Talk with the Young Folks 160 
A Word to Young Ladles 161 

SUITOR'S TABLE. 

Special Announcement 162 
Prize Essays 162 
New York State Agricultural Society 162 
Census of the Cattfe Plague 162 
Wool Growers' Convention 168 
Farmers Write for Your Own Paper 168 
Inquiries and Answers 168 
Notes on the Weather ; 164 
Market Report 164 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Farm, Buildings 140 
The Woodchuck 142 Short Horn Heifer 152 Honey Bees 162 * Tho Maying 168 The Japan Pink 164 STEREOTYPED BT JAMES LENNOX, 62 BUFFALO ST., BOOBESTEK, N, T. 
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VOLUME I. EOCHESTEE, N, T., JUNE, 1866. No. 6. 

THE AMERICAN FARMER. 
A MONTHLY JOUBNAL OF 

AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS OF 

Farm TJuiHings, Animals, Implements, Fruits, &c. 

Volume One, for 1886. 

One Dollar a Year, In Advance. 
Five Copies for $400; Eight Copies for $6.00; and any larger 

number at the same rate. 
C S f A U subscriptions to commence with the vear, and the 

entire volume supplied to all subscribers. 
J^TTostraasters. Farmers, and all friends of improvement 

are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscriptions, 
Specimen numbers sent to all applicants. 
Subscription money, if properly enclosed, may be Bent at the 

risk of the publisher. Address, 

JOHN TURNER, 
Publisher and Proprietor, Rochester, N. Y. 

WORK FOR THE MONTH. 
CORN.—Harrow well as soon as the com comes 

up. Do not let the weeds get a start. Keep the 

cultivators at work among the rows, and follow after 

with the hand hoes. If the rows were planted evenly 

and straight, you will have no trouble, as the culti

vators ean then easily pass between them. As fast 

as the weeds get a fresh start, follow them up with 

another harrowing and hoeing, and, you will be sur

prised how fast the obnoxious weed will disappear, 

leaving your soil nice and mellow for future crops. 

W E E D S — o f all kinds should be kept under this 

month. To take them early, while they are just 

commencing to grow, is the time to destroy them. 

Do not let them get a chance to go to seed. 

C O R N FODDER.—It is not yet too late to sow, but 

it should be done as early this month as possible. 

Cultivate well two or three times, so as to have 

your land in good order, and to destroy the weeds. 

STOCK.—Keep no stock in-doors that you can help. 
Let them have their freedom as much as possible;-
See your animals every day- Inspect each one's condi
tion regularly morning or evening yourself. Let 
them have some places of shelter, if turned out to 
grass, where they can get ou.t of the scorching rays 
of our summer sun. It is cruelty to animals to put 
them in a field entirely destitute of trees, and leave, 
them with the midday sun pouring down on their] 

backs. Give them some kind of shelter, if only a 

tree, to bask^tfer. 

PonLTRT.j^fttend to your early chickens. The 

early broods, if well attended to and well fed this 

month, will be ready to kill by the first of July, and 

will command a higher price and pay you better 

than at any other time. 

, BEES.—Now commences the honey harvest. Your 

success depends much upon the spring treatment. 

Let every bee master or mistress at once see that 

every hive is thoroughly renovated. See that there 

is no lodgment for the miller worms. Puff a little 

tobacco into the fly hole; invert the hive; remove 
all bad and moldy comb. Scrape off the bottom, 

and wash thoroughly with salt and water. It will 

sweeten the hive, and keep out ants and other in

sects. Get your hives ready for the young swarms. 

E U T A B A G A S — M a y be sown any time after th,e 

15th. They like a clean, rich, mellow soil, and. will 
come in useful next fall and winter, to feed to your 

neat stock. When up, they should bo thinned to 

about a foot apart, and all weeds kept down ; do npt 

give these robbers of the soil a chance to get mpr,e 

than a start, and then out them off with the hoe or 

cultivator. 

HAYING.—Cut hay Just at the transition state 

from flower to seed.. This is the best time. Watch 
the barometer closely, and you will find no difficulty 

in securing your hay without getting it wet, and 

have it all in good order. 

FENCES.—Keep a sharp look out on your fences ; 

keep them in good repair, and it will save you from 

the trouble of running after your stock, should they 

break into your wheat or corn fields. W e knew a 

farmer who had to leave his men in the middle of 

hay making, and also to take one with him to go 

and drive out some horses that broke into his wheat-

field, and after considerable shouting and running, 

succeeded in getting them into the road, and it was 

not until several hours were spent, that they were 

again returned to the meadow. In this way the 

work of two was lost for nearly the afternoon. Look 

Well to your fences. 
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C U T T I N O TIMBER.—This month is u. good one to 

cut rail and other timber. Timber cut during the 

summer months will last longer than at any other 

time, as it will season rapidly. W h e n cut in the 

fall or winter, it becomes sap rotten ; but in summer 

it hardens, and dries, and lasts longer. . 

W A T E R . — D o not overlook the importance of hav

ing a bountiful supply of pure water for your stock. 

If there is no spring, or water in the meadow 

where you turn your stock into, let them be driven 

to water night and morning. Sheep and cattle 

often suffer from this cause during the summer 

months. See that they do not in your case. 

W H E A T H A R V E S T . — W i l l soon be here, and pre

paration should be made beforehand. Have all your 

rakes and implements in first rate order. See that 

you have enough help engaged to do the work ; if 

not, make arrangements at once to get more. 

P E R S O N A L SUPERVISION.—Attend every day to 

your stock and crops. Blessed is that farmer who 

attends to his stock, and sees that their every want 

is regularly supplied. N o one can do this like the 

farmer. Watch them closely, and you will be sur

prised how much more interest you' will take in 

them yourself, and your men will derive' new exer

tions from your presence in the barns and in your 

meadows. 

W O R K F O R W E T DAYS.—Look after your imple

ments and tools. Do not let them lie around, in out 

of the way places,1 to get rusty; but have; " « place 

for everything, and everything in its place." These 

are the days to attend to them, and when you 

are through, and have looked over your cattle 

and sheep, take your paper in hand, and see if you 

cannot get some new ideas to work upon when the 

rain is over. 

J. W . B R O W N , Kensington, N. H , makes a calcu^ 

lation of the loss in plowing an acre of land fourteen 

rods in length by turning the team at the ends. 

If the furrows are nine inches wide, it will require 

about four and two-third hours to turn the team at 

the ends. If the acre was 50 rods long, it would 

require only one and orie-third hours to make the 

turns. He estimates the distance traveled in plow

ing an acre at eleven and five-eight miles. 

BRUSH DRAINS.—Where stones are scarce, and 

tiles not easily obtained, brush drains are an excel

lent substitute. They are, in fact, the cheapest of 

all kinds of underdrains, on account of the rapidity 

with which they may be filled. The brush, being 

excluded from the air, will last a long time. 

T H E strawberry is a great rover; in fact it is the 

Bed Rover" of the vogetable kingdom. 

', NEW YORK STATE SHEEP BREEDERS 
AND WOOL GROWERS FAIR. 

THIS association held its annual fair in this city, 

on the 8th, 9th, and 10th of May, and was very 

largely attended. The weather during its continu

ance was all that could be desired. The shq w was both 

numerous and fine. The Merinos were very well 

represented, and the display of long wools though 

not numerous, was remarkably good. As an exliibi 

tion of fine sheep, the fair was eminently successful, 

and was considered far superior to the show of last 

year. 

At the Canandaigua fair last year there were 

about 800 sheep shown ; on the present occasion 

there could not have been less than 1,000 on the 

grounds. • ' 

It was extremely difficult to get any correct list 

of the entries, as none was kept upon the grounds. 

There were about 150 entries of Merinos, (among 

which were several animals valued at $10,000 each,) 

and only the following entries of 

COARSE WOOL SHEEP. 

Samuel H. Barrons, Irondequoit, one three year old 

Leicester ram, and one three year old ram. Also, flye 

yearling Leicester ewes. 

E. Gazley, Clinton, N. J., Ave 2 year old Cotswold 

ewes and lambs, also five 2 year old ewes; also fire year

ling ewes; three yearling Cotswold rams; also, two 2 

year old Cotswold rams. 

John Pratt, Cobourg, C. W., one Leicester ram, S 

years old. 

P. R. Wright, Cobourg, C. W., one 3 year old and 

ono 2 year old Leicester ram. 

Homan J. Redfleld, Batavia, flve Southdown ewes; 

also one i. year ol,d Southdown ram. 

John Lynch, West Brighton, one 2 year old South

down buck; also five 2 year old Southdown ewes. 

TV. G. Wayne, one Cotswold ram, three years old, 

and one yearling Leicester ram. • 

Our space forbids an extended notice of all the 

entries arid particulars of the sheep. The following 

is the list of premiums awarded by the committees: 

LIST OP PRIZES. 

1st CLASS—AMERICAN MEEIN03. 

B A M S T w o T E A K S O L D A N D OVER.—1st. Percy & Bur

gees, North Hoosick. 2nd. David Cutting, Bienville, 

Vt. 3rd. Edgar Sanford, Cornwall^ Vermont. 

R A M S , YEARLINQS.—lst.M. Clark, Shaftsbury, Vt 

2nd. Parish, Wiley and Pitts, Ontario county, N. T. 

3rd. J. C. & 8. T. Short, Livonia, Livingston county, 

N. Y. 
EWES, TWO YEARS OLD AND OVER.—1st. N. E. Wheel

er, Middlebury, Vt. 2nd. Burgess and Percy, Hoosick, 

N. Y. 3rd. W . R. Pitts, Honeoye, N. Y. 

E W E S , YEARLIN6S.—1st. Pitts, Wiley and Parrlsh, 

Ontario County, N. Y. 2nd. L. J. Burgess, North 

Hodiiek, N. Y. 8d, E. D. SearU, Cornwall, Vt, 
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2D CLASS—FINE MERINOS. 

RAMS, 2 TEARS OLD A N D OVER—lst.to William Cham

berlain, Red Hook, N. Y.; 2d to William Cham

berlain, Red Hook, N. Y.; 3d, Isaac J. Whitney, 

East Clarkson, N. Y. 

RAMS, YEARLINGS—1st, Carl Hein, Red Hook, N. Y. ; 

2d, W m . Chamberlain, Red Hook, N. Y.; 3d, Isaac 

Bowers, Riga, N. Y. 

EWES, 2 T E A R S O L D A N D OVER—1st W m . Chamberlain, 

Red Hook, N. Y.; 2d, William Chamberlain, Red Hook, 

N. Y..; 3d, Mariner and Branson, East Bloomfield, N. Y. 

EWES, YEARLINGS—1st, W m . Chamberlain, Red 

Hook, N. Y.; 2d, L. J. Brace, Le Roy, N. Y. 

3D CLASS—DELAINE MERINOS. 

RAMS, 2 YEARS O L D A N D OVER—1st, Silas G. Smith, 

Half Moon, N. Y.; 2d, Jacob Voorhees, Potter, N. Y.; 

3d, L. E. Heston, Alabama, Genesee county, N. Y. 

RAMS. YEARLINGS—1st, John P. Ray, Honeoye, N. Y. 

2d, C. H Warner, Lima, N. Y.; 3d, George Brown, 

Birdsall, N. Y. 

EWES, Two YEARS OLD AND OVER—1st W. M. 

Holmes, Greenwich, N. Y.; 2d, George Brown, Bird-

sail, N. Y.; 3d, George W . Boot, Lima, N. Y. 

E W E S , YEARLINGS—1st, A. Hemenway, Canandaigua, 

N. Y.; 2d, Geo. Brown, Birdsall, N. Y.; 3d, J. F. & S. 

C. Short, Livonia, N. Y. 

FOURTH CLASS. 

L A M B S OF T H E PRECEDING CLASSES—1st,, Harlow 

Brothers, Darien, N. Y.,15; 2. Marriner & Bronson, 10 ; 

3d, A Thayer, Hoosick Falls, 5. 

A special commendation to a pen of lamps, about six 

months old, owned by W m . Chamberlain, of Red Hook, 

N. Y. 
Viewing Committee—E. Ennis, J. P. Ray, H. Allen. 

FIFTH CLASS—LONG WOOLED SHEEP. 

RAMS T W O Y E i K 8 ° L D jLND OVER.—1st. E. Gazley, 

Clinton, Dutchess county, N. Y. 2d, P. R. Wright, 

Cobourg, C. W. 3d. P. R. Wright, Cobourg, C. W. 

RAMS, YEARLINGS.—1st E. Gazley, Clinton, N. Y. 

2d. E. Gazley, Clinton, N. Y. 3d. Samuel H Barrons, 

Irondequoit, N. Y. 

E W E S T W O YEARS O L D A N D OVER.—1st. E. Gazley, 

Clinton, N. Y.; 2d. E. Gazley, Clinton, N. Y. 

EW E S , YEARLINGS.—1st. E. Gazley, Clinton, N. Y. 

2d. Samuel H Barrons, Irondequoit, N. Y. 

SIXTH CLASS—MIDDLE W O O L E D SHEEP. 

R A M S T W O YEARS O L D A N D OVER.—2d. John Lynch, 

Weet Brighton, N. Y. 3d. Heman J. Redfield, Batavia. 

N. Y. 

EWES T W O YEARS OLD AND OVER.—2d. John Lynch, 
West Brighton, N. Y. 

E W E S , YEARLINGS.—Heman J. Kedfleld, Batavia, 

N. Y. 
THE SHEARING. 

One of the most interesting features of the fair 

was the sheep shearing/which took place on the last 

day of the exhibition. Oar Monroe county farmers 

may feel proud of their fair, which w e think com

pares favorably in weight of the sheep and fleece, 

with that of the State, (see page 193.) Below we 

give the weight of the animals and fleece. 

Name of Owner. 

L. J. Rowe E 
Elon Percy E 
John Lynch.'. • ' R 
E. Gazely , E 
J. 0. &8. T. Short E 
Potter Baker, E 
Pitts & Wiley, E 
Thos. Johnson R 
N. Burgess E 
I. J. Whitney R 
A H . Clapp E 
L. J. Bovee R 
E. Gazely R 
J. & P. Martin R 

Steele :K 
Blussar & Mosher R 
G. J. Hollenbeck E 
M. C. Eoundy R 
H. M. Boardman E 
Olapp & Sweet H 
L. Babcock E 
W. H.Tugsley R 
U.C. Rogers R 
J. E. Short..:: R 
S. H. Barrons R 
0. H. Warren R 
H. M. Boardman E 
U. C. Rogers R 
J. Bailey & Son R 
J. Moulton E 
H. M. Boardman E 
Isaac Bower R 
L. J. Bovee R 
T.Terrill R 
T.Steele R 
Baker & Champlin R 
L. E. Heston R 
J. C. & S. T. Short R 
J. C. & S. T. Short R 
J. C. &S.T. Short R 
I. J. Whitney R 
Percy & Holland R 
T. Johnson R 
M. G. Hapalee R 
feBush R 

Weig'tof 
Sheep, 

62 
80 
161* • 
100J£ 
60 
86 
108 
119 
69 
106 
5T 
123 
125* 
115 
89 
152 
51 
105 
65 
94 
44 
122 
115 
116 
209J 
93 
75 
128 
88 
50 
46 
93 
68 
110 
78 
92 
110K 
78# 
110 
97 
128 

11T 

1HX 

Weight of 
Fleece. 

11- 9 
6-12 
8 

10-12% 
12-14 
10-15 
16-10 
22-15 
14- 2 
16- 7 
10- 8 
17-12 
11-10 
15 
17- 8 
22- 9 
8-12 
17- 8 
17-7 
15- 1 
9- 6 
16- 6 
15- 6 
21-11 
18- 9 
15-12 
18-10 
18-11 
18- 2 
9-15 
11- 8 
11-1 
18-15 
16-11 
14- 8 
12- 1 
12-14 
15-1 <$X 
21-11 
19-08 
22- 8 
19- 1 
22-15 
23- 5 % 
20- 9J< 

The above were all Merinos with the exception of 

those marked * (Cotswold,) and t (Leicester.) Mo6t 

of the above fleeces will be cleansed, the report of 

which as soon as corr.plete, we shall give to our readers, 

as it will contain valuable information. 

W e noticed several patents on the grounds, among 

which J. H. Graves of this city, exhibited his Patent 

Bee Hive; Elder & Baker, of Huntington,. 0., a chair 

for holding sheep while being sheared or doctored. 

It is a very simple arrangement, and light enough to 

be carried around a farm by the shepherd when the 

necessity occurs. Also another for the same pur

pose, by L. B. Budd, Johnsonburg, N. Y. Sturde. 

vant & Co., of Seneca Falls, exhibited an Improved 

Milk Stand which takes up but little room. There 

are six revolving shelves for milk pans, arranged 

one above the other, so that a person can stand and 

skim all the milk without moving a step. D. N 

Rogers & Sons, of Pittsburgh, Pa., had on exhihi-

tion their "Harpoon Hay Fork," (iUustrations of 

which appeared in the December number of The 

Genesee Farmer) for unloading hay.: Jt was oper

ated on the grounds with general satisfaction. 

A T A B L E S P O O N F U L L of saltpetre given to a cow 

once a day, for three or four days, is an effectual I 

remedy for the garget. It can be given in a mash 

if the cow is hearty, or in a dough pill. So says a 

New York farmer. ; 
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BEE CULTURE. 

WRITTEN FOB THE AMERICAN FARMEK BY JASPER HAZEN. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—But for the honey and wax secured 

by means of the honey bee, we should probably no 

more cultivate or keep bees, than we would wasps 

or hornets. Their skill in detecting and gathering 

honey from the flowers, renders them an object of 

interest, and their cultivation a subject of legitimate 

inquiry. Were they still left to their own instincts to 

find, the hollow tree, or some other place of deposit, 

their home would as formerly, be eagerly sought, 

and at the proper time robbed of its stores. For a 

length of time, no matter how great, they have been 

furnished with a home by man, as the better way to 

secure the greatest advantage from their labors. 

Much of that advantage depends upon the character 

of their home. 

Mr. Quinby says, " The advantages of bee-keeping 

depend as much upon the construction of hives, as 

any one thing." There are two classes of hives, 

clearly marked, and distinguished from each other 

in their construction, from the amount of room they 

furnish tot stores, the influence they have upon the 

habits of the colony, and the amount of stores gath

ered by them. 

A colony in a hive of 5,000 cubic inches or more, 

of acceptable room, will be likely not to swarm' 

often. A colony with 2,000 cubic inches, a little 

more or less, will be likely to swarm, and if consid

erable less, to swarm several times in one season. 

Speaking of large hives Mr. Quinby says. " The 

swarms will not be proportionably large when they 

do issue, which is seldom." To be understood in 

a few words, we call the hives, with so much room 

non-swarmers, because they will not swarm often; 

and the small hives swarmers, because with them, 

the rule is to swarm. The colony in the small hive 

will loose some days, sometimes weeks in idleness, 

clustering out preparatory to swarming. In the 

large hive with no necessity of clustering out, and 

no disposition to swarm, no time is lost. 

All the workers in the small hive, all the workers 

in it swarm for one month after the first swarm 

issues, and all the workers in the first swarm through 

the seasons, are the product of the old queen, and 

had the colony been in the large hive, would have 

stored the same amount of honey in the one hive, if 

large enough, that it now storos in the two, three, 

or four. They have without loss of time in idleness, 

the amount of two or three colonies, all engaged in 

one great body of workers during the whole white 

clover season. The result sometimesis a whole bar

rel filled with honey, or three hundred, pounds is 

stored in a bee tree by one colony of bees. 

In a non:swarmer hive, a colony will give from 

five to ten times as much surplus as a colony would 

give in a swarmer hive. Mr. Quinby in his first edi

tion of " Mysteries of Bee Keeping," estimates the 

difference, five to the non-swarmer to one for the 

swarmer. The difference from experiment in m y hiyes 

of both classes, has been from seven to more than 

twenty in the large, to one in the small hive. In one 

season, I had six colonies in m y possession and son's, 

that gave no swarm, and gave an average of sixty. 

nine pounds and fourteen ounces of surplus. The 

six colonies gave 419 l-41bs.; four colonies in the 

Quinby hive, recommended in his book, gave three 

swarms, from three hives, and no surplus honey. 

One gave twelve pounds of surplus and no swarm. 

Thus from four colonies, I got three new swarms, 

and twelve pounds of surplus, an average of three 

pounds, from m y swarmers, to an average of seventy 

pounds lacking two ounces from each non-swarmer. 

It will be seen that this is nearly twenty-two to one 

in favor of the non-swarmer. One of the colonies 

on the second day of July had collected nearly eighty 

pounds of white clover honey in glass boxes. 

W h o would willingly be at the expense and trou

ble of five hives and colonies of bees, if he could ob

tain the same returns of honey from one ? In one 

case, the laborers consume six dollars worth of their 

product for winter stores and give one dollar in 

value to their keeper. In the other case, they con

sume but six dollars worth, and give five dollars to 

their keeper. In one case, he lets his honey pasture 

for one seventh of the returns, and in the other he 

gets five-elevenths, nearly half. This is as Mr. 

Quinby estimates and as m y experiment shows: 

with the swarmer he gets, one-tenth: with the non-

swarmer he gets seven-tenths. I here estimate 

thirty pounds for winter store to each colony. 

In a revised edition, Mr. Quinby has materially 

altered his estimate. He there gives two dollars to 

the swarmer, to five dollars to the non-swarmer. 

But even this difference would be fatal to the policy 

of using the swarmer. W e have the expense of five 

hives and colonies to secure the same returns from 

swarmers, that we obtain from two colonies in non-

swarmer hives. W e must then have fifty colonies 

instead of twenty to obtain equal returns. Then We 

get but two-sevenths of the honey stored by the 

swarmers against five-elevenths, nearly half by tho 

non-swarmers. If a colony of bees in a swarm

ing hive is worth five dollars, the same colony, in a 

non-swarmer hive would be worth two dollars and 

a half, and tho non-swarmer, after most of the 

white clover honey harvest is past, by removing. the 

boxes and confining them to the central apartment, 

will be likely to send out a swarm. With these 

facts, I think no reasonable m a n can doubt that the 

non-swarmer is necessary to the most successful bee 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERIC !AN FARMER. 173 

IRON AS AN INVIGORATOR. 

WBTTTBN FOE THE AMERICAN FABMEB, >BX "COSMO.11 •• 

great deal more than we ever claimed for the metal, 

or believe now. Iron Is no more a fertilizer than 

the ammoniate principle of Peruvian guano is. ItB 

action is that of a vegetable stimulator, pushing for

ward the young plant, imparting early vigor, enab

ling to thrust outward and downwards its roots, 

until they lay hold of and appropriate the food suit

able to build up the plant stucture, which material 

has been lying inert in the soil during the existence 

of generations of preceding plants less vigorous in 

growth. 

But the action of iron on the plant structure is a 

great deal morp lasting than that of guano.. Its. 

latent action is that of a tonic, maintaining the best 

condition of health through the entire period o£ the; 

plant's growth, and. imparting to the fruit a hatter/ 

flavor than its ordinary pabulum affords. Then, itoa 

in its sulphates and oxides, never paralyses, the 

functions of any one of the constituents, at jjjant 

life, as Peruvian guano inevitably does ia alii soils 

to a greater or less extent. Oh' the' contrary, iron 

in these forms is a universal harmoniaer, of all acci

dental difl̂ culties, which may, and ffcequiently (to 

occur between organic, underground principles, snd 

in its milder iron rule, assumes the office of Paeific-

ator-General of the elementary forees. 

A late number of The British Medical Journal, 

having just made the discovery that old iron is really 

worth something in agriculture, thus announces the? 

important fact: " It is a new discovery that wonder

ful effects may be obtained by watering fruit trees; 

and vegetables with a solution of sulphate of ioon. 

Under this system beans will grow to nearly double 

the size, and will acquire a much more savory taste. 

The pear seems to be particularly well adapted for 

this treatment. Old nails thrown into watai and 

left to rust, there, will impart to it all the ne«esaary 

qualities for forcing vegetation as described."" t&j. 

farmer friend says he don't know what The Bltftishr 

Medical Journal calls new discoveries, but ife. pretty 

confident that between, us, we discovered a,good. 

deal of the " wonderful effects" of iron as applied to. 

vegetation, some fourteen years ago, in a quiet*, 

secluded corner, in the United States. 

Our first satisfactory experiments with irony agrt-., 

culturally, were upon peach tuees. W e each had a 

few favorite trees which took on early consumptive 

habits, blooming full and freshly, but casting; their 

fruit at half growth, and their foliage at a,, period 

four or five weeks to early. The trees undoubtedly 

were in a decline. Arguing in common sense manner, 

we decided that our trees had exhausted some'ele

ment essential to their health and longevity. A 

ohemical analysis of the soil discovered to us. a want 

of iron; and knowingthe. peach tree to be a great 

lover of, »nd rather a greedy feeder upon that min

eral, we supplied the deficiency by digging all in 

C H E M I C A L science has some time since made the 

discovery that Iron, in some ibrm7-
:-the most popu

lar one now with doctors, being Iodine, in some of 

its modifications—is, for the human system, the best 

invigorating tonic known in medical jurisprudence. 

One of these days the feet will become just as wide. 

ly known that Iron is also one of—if not the very 

best vegetable tonic, stimulator, and invigorator, in 

the world. Mankind and the vegetable family are 

not so radically different in their anatomical struct

ure, but that the material which feeds and clothes, 

gives life, and maintains in health and vigor, human

ity, will under modified conditions, and in another 

form, just so certainly perform the same offices for 

plants. 

More than a dozen years since, a neighbor and 

myself, terminated a series of iron experiments on 

vegetation, the result of which was proof positive, 

so far as we were concerned, that for peach, pear, 

cherry, and plum trees—the peach especially—for 

all the small fruit shrubs, and for pushing forward, 

inciting quick, healthy and vigorous growth, and 

imparting an improved flavor to a. variety of fruits 

and vegetables, there was nothing like iron. The 

results of our practice were published in a popular 

f agricultural journal, a copy of which I have now 

under m y eye, and that was the lost we ever saw or 

heard of our iron culture, in public ; only that one 

" scientific" paper treated us with considerable iron-y, 

and our experiments with what it called deserved 

contempt. Some of our neighbors, however, so for

tunate as to be deprived of such "scientific" educa

tion, took up our practice, and have continued it 

ever since with a success that has • clearly proven 

that we were right, and " scientific" journalism 

twelve years ago, wrong—upon the iron question, 

at least. 

But, science, both at home and abroad, is just 

beginning to discover that iron is valuable, even old 

iron, for other purposes than bayonets, horse shoes, 

and stub-and-twist gun barrels. Somebody, far 

wider known to fame than the two obscure farmers, 

has made the recent discovery that iron, properly 

applied, is a powerful vegetable tonic, a corrector of 

bad habits in several kinds of fruit trees and garden 

shrubs, and will • make peas, asparagus, tomatoes, 

turnips; cabbages, beans, and in short, almost every 

garden vegetable to which it is applied, thrive; and 

produce wonderfully. The same scientific journal 

which ridiculed our iron practice of twelve years 

ago, has changed its tone of irony to one of exulta

tion, astonishing m y farmer friend and I quite as 

much as w e did tt once,'by now declaring won to be. 

one of the best of all known fertilizers. • That is a | 
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among the roots of th'e'ailing'trees, all the Old rusty 

nails, hoops, and every scrap of old iron we1 could 

lay hands on. The iron dose was applied in Octo

ber, And the following season our consumptives had 

recovered, and afforded us a full crop of better 

peaches than they had ever borne before. 

In some future number of T H E F A R M E R I propose 

to have something more to say in regard to our iron 

rule, as applied to other fruit trees and garden vege

tables. 

R E M A R K S . — A gentleman near this city who grows 

several varieties of pear trees, some years since 

got a lot of horse shoe filings and placed them 

round the roots of one of his dwarf trees, and he 

states that it is the most thrifty tree he' has in his 

lot, and assigns the only reason to the fact of placing 

this refuse iron' at the foot of the tree. 

PICKEREL. 

.TV-KITTEN FOR TIIE AMEEICAN FARMER, BY " R. H.," MUMF0RD. S. T. 

ABOUT fifty years ago, the Messrs. Wadswdrth, of 

Geneseo, procured some pickerel from Lake Ontario, 

and put into Conesus Lake. The water was favor

able for them, and in a few years'they began to 

show an increase, and from the lake they made their 

appearance in the Genesee River and its tributaries. 

For many years past all the waters of the Genesee 

which are favorable for pickerel, have been well 

supplied with them, so that thousands are taken 

every season by trolling, and with live bait, that is, 

small minnies, and of a size that proves very satis

factory to the fishermen. About twenty years after 

they were put into Conesus Lake, one was taken that 

weighed twenty-nine pounds, and several weighing 

from fifteen to twenty-five pounds have; been taken 

in the Genesee and its tributaries. Pickerel do 

not succeed in water where trout will. At the Blue 

Pond in Wheatland, the water is too cold for pick

erel. About seventy-five were put into the pond, 

mostly small ones, some twenty years ago, and for 

ihe past ten years none have been seen there-; they 

have gone down the outlet to find water more 

favorable. In two streams emptying into the Gen

esee, but a few miles apart, one is well supplied'with 

pickerel, while the other has none, for it is a trout 

stream. In propagating fish, it is important to know 

what kind can be bred in1 the waters' that would be 

djslrable to improve; if that Is not well considered it 

is hardly possible to succeed. 

To CURE SCRATCHES ON HORSES.—Messrs'.'MS.:— 

Tell your subscribers who have horses which are 

troubled with scratches, to try a simple remedy, viz.: 

keep the fetlock clean with castile soapsuds, and then 

wash them twice a day with buttermilk." Give'them 

a good rtrblpljigf at each time'. " *a " •'' ,'* "toifB. 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 

WRITTEN FOE TUB AME1IICAN FA&MEB, BY " MABEI.INE." 

" MAY I be permitted to say, through our brave 

F A R M E R , something as plainly practical as I can, to 

as many of m y fellow-countrywomen, and girls, 

farmers' wives, mechanics' wives, and • everybody's 

wives and daughters, as shall court the acquaintance 

of m y favorite F A R M E R beau ?" 

" Yes, certainly, madam." 

" Ah, thank you! You are a kind, commander, 

and unless I err greatly in judgment, there will be 

several of our lady friends who will one of these 

days be thanking us—you for printing, and I, for? 

what I a m going to write as plainly as I can.'' 

"Do you, and our lady friends, know: that a very 

large proportion of our high priced, fashionable 

furs—mink, Hudson's Bay sables, &c, are only com

mon domestic skins ?—very cheap Imitations, which 

sell at extravagant prices ? I do, and have done so, 

these five years. And all that time I have been 

planning and plotting rebellion until this latest win

ter, when I succeeded in putting on perfect indepen

dence, and a suit of furs of m y own dressing and 

making up, which I a m not ashamed to parade by 

the side of any fine lady's Russia's. That, is what 

you and I ought to tell our friends now, in 

order that they may be semper paratus, and next 

winter put on independence and fashionable furs as 

well. ' 

" I purchased last fall, two dozen down Delaware 

musk rat skins at 15 cents each, which amounted to 

$3.60. First in order was the dressing process, 

achieved in this way: the skins were slit operi 

underneath, lengthwise, stretched, on the fur side 

do wn, on a board, wide and long enough to hold them 

all at onto, and seoured with tacks. Then a compo

sition of equal parts powdered alum and common 

table salt was laid over the flesh side of the skins, 

about half an inch deep, and suffered to remain 

three days. The Bkins were then removed from the 

board, washed clean in Warm soap suds, and scraped 

thoroughly with a dull case kuife. After they were 

about half -dry, I took them one by one, sprinkled 

them with powdered chalk, and rubbed away vigor

ously with both hands until they were quite dry,! 

after which they were sprinkled over again with 

finely powdered alum, folded once together in a pile1 

fop five days, when they were perfectly oured, and 

as beautifully soft as the finest kid glove. Now; to 

metamorphose m y Delaware musk rats into Hud

son's Bay sables, and this is the way I did that:— 

" For the two dozen skins I had half a pound of 

logwood and a quarter of a pound each of annatto' 

and common potash, which I soaked altogether in 

two gallons of soft water twelve hours. Then after 

boiling the dye about half an hour, if was strained' 
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through a cloth. .Two ounces of blue vitriol was 

dissolved in a gallon of soft tepid water, and the 

skins dipped in it two or three' at a time, until all 

were thoroughly saturated. Then the dye being 

kept hot—not quite boiling—the skins were immers

ed in it about half an hour, and then, without 

squeezing or wringing, they were hung up to drain. 

W h e n nearly dry, they were plunged for five min

utes in a warm water bath, having about a spoonfull 

of gall to a gallon of water. That fixes the color as 

indelibly as if nature herself had fixed it. Then all 

that remained to be done was to hang up the skins 

until perfectly dry, whip them into life with a 

switch, and they were ready to make up. 

" M y silk lining, wadding, cord, tassels, and sew

ing silk, costume $420. Then cutting a pattern by a 

friend's suit of fashionable mink, I cut m y suit of 

Babies by the pattern, made them up in three days, 

and soon after wearing them the second time, I was 

offered $140 for the suit. They cost me, everything 

counted, beside m y time, a trifle over $9. Pretty 

well, for Delaware musk rats, don't you think so ? 

" A h ! I had forgotten the tails. Very fair, re

spectable tails, as you observe. Well, sir, they are 

au naturale—the bona fide tails of six torn cats that 

living were a nuisance. Dead, their tails dressed, 

and colored in the same manner as the skins, form 

fashionable appendages to m y fashionable $9 musk 

rat sables, and the skins of those same tommies, 

dressed and dyed, rhake the center of a carnage robe 

• as beautiful as any other in this country. 

" N ow, I might, perhaps, have told m y fur story in 

somewhat fewer words, but you see I wanted it all 

so perfectly plain, that there could be no possible 

mistake made ia any attempt to follow m y example 

and put on fashionable furs of domestic manufac

ture. Considering that all kinds of skins—those 

of eats, dogs, rats, foxes, coons, woodchucks, minks, 

musk rats, and young lambs, may be so readily 

dressed by the same process, and turned to comfort

able account, I think that you and I ought not to 

begrudge the writing and printing." 

i i — i CTI-»^—• '•— 

SCAB I N SHEEP.-—Take one pound of mercurial 

ointment, and three pounds fresh lard, well mixed 

together. Turn the sheep upon its back and anoint 

the bare spot under each leg, and also around each 

place where the "scab" has appeared. Keep the 

subject from the weather a few dayB. 

TmS State Agricultural Society of Illinois offers 

$100, $75, $50, $25, for the first, second, third and 

fourth best and largest artificial groves of deciduous 

trees. 
i ms in •• 

T H E Y are all as sick that surfeit with too much, 

as they that Starr* with npthing,—Shakspeare. 

AGRICULTURE EN NEW JERSEY. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY W. J. THOMPSON. 

MESSRS. EDs.:^-Our farms in this place range 

from 30 to 75 or 80 acres; but few larger. Perhaps 

some of the readers of T H E F A R M E R may think that 

such small "patches" are not worthy of the name of 

a farm, but it is not always your great " Spanish 

grants," which cover all out-doors, but the small farm 

well tilled, that brings in tho "dollars." I could 

point out many illustrations of the fact. 

The system of farming practiced here is varied 

among the wide awake and enterprising farmers. 

, The object is to raise a variety, or what might be 

termed a mixed system—that is, hay, corn, oats, 

wheat or rye, withroots and fruit enough for'home 

use, and some to spare. Also, in addition, a dairy 

suitable in number to the size of their farm. So id 

case one thing fails, they have another thing to lean 

upon. 

Another class believe that nothing but the hay 

crop will pay, having only the labor of cutting, 

curing and' housing, leaving tllem lots of time to 

trade horses, which some of them consider a very 

remunerative business; consequently they have their 

farms principally in grass, keeping little or no stock, 

and selling most of their hay in the Newark or N o w 

York markets—both within twenty miles of this 

place. In the end, the latter class will find that they 

have been pursuing a ruinous policy both to them

selves and their land, as we cannot rob the soil for 

a number of years, without being robbed in return , 

in the shape of, small crops. 

There is still another class, who believe that farm

ing does not nor will not pay, the great trouble being 

they do not try to make it pay, having no system at 

all, but cropping away as though the land possessed 

some extraordinary degree of fertility which could 

never be worn out. I know some men who preterid 

to call themselves farmers, who will take some four 

or five crops of oats and buckwheat off in succes

sion, without any manure, sprinkling u, little grass 

seed with the last crop, and at the next haying sea

son remarking that it is " plaguy queer, that grass 

don't take as it used to some twenty-five or thirty 

years ago 1 Guess it must have been sown at the 

{wrong time of the moon'!"—when the truth is 

they have pursued such a barbarous system, that 

they have reduced their land almost to the perfec

tion of sterility. 

The course of cropping adopted by those farmers 

who care anything for the future condition of their 

land, is—first, corn ; we take the oldest meadow we 

have; plow during the month of April, with a lap 

furrow, eight inches deep;,then about the first of 

May, provided the soil and weather are favorable ; 

if not, as soon as it is;, harrow thoroughly—you 
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cannot harrow.the ground too much—and mark, or 

furrow the ground, four feet apart each way, and 

plant from four to six grains of corn in a hill, having 

but four stalks remain, when we hoe it. W e man

ure in the hill, with a shovelfull of pretty well rot

ted manure; some use a composition of hen manure, 

wood ashes and plaster, a small handfull to the hill, 

which answers a very good purpose. The after cul

ture consists of running a plow or cultivator, (some

times both,) once a week from the time you can trace 

the rows across the field, until it gets too large, 

which is about the first of July, and hoeing by hand 

once in the early stage of its growth. W e commence 

cutting up by the roots, and shocking as. soon as the 

husks get brown, putting thirty hills in a shock, and 

tying tightly with one or two good rye straw bonds. 

W e consider corn stalks cut before they are frosted 

worth fully fifty per cent more than those which 

have been killed by frost. The corn is then left to 

stand in the shock four or five weeks, or sometimes 

longer, when it is husked in the field. Corn drawn 

and cribbed, and stalks drawn, and stacked or 

housed convenient to feed in winter. The average 

yield of our corn crop for some yearp back is about 

eighty bushels of ears per acre, though I have 

raised 116 bushels per acre, and last year, one piece 

I had, yielded 120 bushels to the acre. 

The cost and profit of one acre stands thus: 

To amount interest on land at $100 per acre $7.00 
To 10 loads of manure, one-half charged to corn 8.75 
To amount of plowing, harrowing and furrowing 8.00 
To amount putting outmanure, planting and seed 4.00 
To amount plowing, cultivating and hooing corn 7.00 
Te amount cutting'and shocking 2.00 
To amount husking, cribbing and drawing stalkB 400 

$83.75 
By 40 bushels of shelled corn at 90 cts per bush.,,.. $86.00 -
By 250 bundles of corn fodder, at 5 ots. per bush 12.50 

u — $48.50 
85.75 

Net profit per acre ,......" , $12.75 

Cost per bushel 89 3-8 cents, or, at present priceB 

of corn there is 31 7-8 cents profit per bushel. So 

the farmer of Union county, can sell his corn at 90 

cents, and make a fair profit; but if he converts his 

corn into pork, poultry, or eggs, he will realize at 

the least, $1.50 per bushel, or 29 cents extra profit 

for his trouble of, feeding. In m y next, I will con

tinue pur rotation. 

- ^ 
. B U T T E R obtained from a given quantity of milk 

varies immensely. Mr.. Morton, in his." Handbook 

of Dairy Husbandry," asserted that the quantity re

quired to make a pound of butter varied from six

teen to twenty-nine pints, depending on bread and 
feed given. 

IT is a good divine who follows his own instruc

tion ; I can easier teach twenty what were good to 

be done, than be one- of the twenty to follow mine 

own teaching.—Shakspeane. 

ANSWER TO "S. W." 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Will you please permit me to be 

politely personal ? Should like to stand on the in

shore tack, heading due " S. W.," about a couple of 

cables' length. 

Now, shipmate, it is possible enough that "Bueno" 

would find himself out of his " reckoning" among 

the farmers of your latitude, before he had lived 

among them a quarter the length of your cruise; 

and m y present opinion is that if " S. W.'s" cruising 

ground had been limited to my latitude and longi

tude, he would have growled like a mad top man at 

a lee reef earing long enough before " Bueno" began 

to bark. Hav'nt you heard, shipmate, of their burn

ing corn to cook and keep warm by, out west ? Its 

is true, I have seen the burning—several—good 

many. Reason—railroaders charged $4, freight on 

a ton of coal, fifty miles. $5 on a ton of corn, 

same distance. Coal was nav pas, of course. Corn 

ever so much the cheapest fuel. 

Good many other places besides Western N e w 

York, shipmate. I know how well Western York 

State farmers always keep their port tacks aboard, 

and command the situation with their weather bat

teries. Fortunately, they are able to do it. And 

unfortunately the farmers of big Western States are 

not. Let us offset the miller's argument by twqpr 

three western facts. 

" Bueno" has a lady friend living seventy miles 

from Chicago, who last fall sent to that market , 

twenty-two barrels as prime sweet potatoes as ever 

went to market anywhere. Net returns for the lot, 

$2.85. Freight, commissions and storage exhausted 

the balance. 

Four tons of fine grapes rotted in one narrow 

neighborhood, because they would not pay railroad 

freight sixty miles, and the growers were not pre

pared to make wine! A friend sent 120 baskets of 

as fine tomatoes as ever grew, 83 miles by rail to 

market, and got—his baskets back, and a bill of 

$4.30 from the railroad folks for freight due over 

proceeds of sale. 

The guess of " Bueno " is that shipmate " S. W." 

lives among farmers—a manufacturer. "Bueno" 

lives among farmers, a salt water farmer, and sees 

things in that light. As to the loom, never thought 

of superceding the three-deckers with the little clip

per craft. Only advised farmers' wives and daugh

ters to ship it as a—I say, *' S. W."—shipmate!— 

don't you remember how convenient our spun-yard 

winch used to be on the forecastle of the " Old 

Beaver," at sea, when our lee back stays needed new 

worming and " sands" ? N o ship chandlers to run 

to. H o w independent, to be able to " lap up" our 

own home-made spunyarn, so nicely, eh ? If Madam 

fashion demands that Us dames of the demimonde, 
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shall kneel to analyne chemical shrineB at $70 per 

pound, or forego Mutton Balmorals, does that argue 

that our wives, sisters and daughters, less preten

tious, should not put on pretty petticoats of fabrics 

wrought by their own hands ? Did'nt we used to 

be prouder of our forecastle made "ducks" and 

"jumpers," shipmate, than any of the shore togs we 

could buy " round tbe corner" %—and was'nt they 

cheaper, and better too ? 

" Bueno" has not had his land, tacks aboard suffi

ciently long to be quite able to see through the jog, 

how any country is to be enriched and enabled to 

carry on "a friumphat war" by virtue of an excess 

of imports over her exports. Will m y " S. W." ship

mate be pleased to work out the, position by " lunors," 

double altitudes, or traverse sailing, so that I can 

see it 1 As we have laid hold pf, and unlaid the same 

strand, the first time trying, rather guess we shall 

be shipmates in T H E F A R M E R , next year. 

Yours, BUENO. 

MATTERS IN MAINE. 

COLD, backward spring. Farm work ten days 
later than last year. There is but very little seed 

put into the ground, up to date ( 5th May.) Ground 

frozen and fiul of snow on night of 29th of April. 

Markets lively. Potatoes quiet, Cocts; butter, 50cts; 

hay dull, $10: stock, well up, good demand, and fine 

[prices. N o leaves yet. Early birds all arrived. 

Cattle cannot be turned from the barn for three 

weeks. Prospects are that the usual amount of 

planting will be done.—B. 

H o w T O M A K E G O O D B U T T E R . — A lady experienc

ed in making butter, communicated to the Winches

ter Virginian, the following recipe:—" Before I go 

to milk,. I put a kettle, say one-third full of water, 

and large enough to let the milk pail into it, on the 

stove, where it will get boiling hot by the timei I 

come in with the milk. I then strain the milk into 

another vessel, and wash the pail, (which should 

always be of tin,) then pour the milk back into the 

pail, and set it into the kettle of boiling water till 

the milk becomes scalding hot, taking care not to 

let it boil; then pour it into crocks or pans; and set 

it away in the cellar for the cream to rise in the 

usual way. Cream produced in this way will seldom 

require more than twenty minutes to churn, while 

by common practice the dairy maid may often churn 

for hours, and then, perhaps, have to throw away, 

as I did before I became acquainted with the Russian 

plan, the essential features of which I have adopted 

in m y present mode, as given above. The method 

is applicable to all seasons—summer as well as 

winter." ' 

NEVEB buy what is useless because it is cheap. | 

FARM TALKS—No. 3. 

WRITTEN FOB TUB AMERICAN FAHMEE, BY fi. E. BRAOKETT, 

BELFAST, MAINE. . 

MY neignbor, Smith, is just setting out a new 

orchard; says he is " going into raising apples." In 

fact, Smith is just a little excited on the apple sub

ject, just now ; and like a good many other worthy 

men, when he gets deeply interested in any sub

ject, is apt to " run it into the ground." W e con

fess that with apples at $2.50 a bushel as they are 

now, there is some temptation, for as Smith says, 

" Don't you see how they pay, and I might as well 

make the money as anybody." All very true ; and 

far he.it from us! to discourage the planting of apple 

orchards; in fact we consider it a duty we owe'to trie 

coming generation, that they may pluck the fruit 

that results from our labors—as we do of those 

who have gone before. But our planters should not 

be too sanguine, nor expect too much, too soon. 

An orchard is not the growth of a year, nor of five; 

and though a man may reasonably expect to eat 

fruit from trees of his own planting, yet he must not 

expect to have full grown trees from the seed, nor that 

they are to be raised without labor and care, nor that 

the fruit will always be as valuable in the market 

as at present. 

W e looked over the wall, and chatted a few min

utes with Smith, while he was digging holes in the 

tough sward and setting out his nursery grown 

trees. 

• " What do you think of those trees ? Two years 

old, over three feet high, and straight as a candle. 

Ain't they handsome?" Here Smith "chucked" 

another into a hole and filled in deep with sods and 

wet dirt, finishing off with a heavy stamping down'. 

" There, I call them pretty fair. The nurseryman 

said they'd bear in six years after they were grafted, 

and I'm going to graft them next spring." 

"Better add ten to the six." 

" Why, doh't you think they are good trees ?" 

"Oh, these are not bad of the kind; but there are 

better ones down in your sheep pasture." 

" What, those little gnarly, scrubby things!" 

" Yes, they are well rooted, and can be taken up 

with so many fibrous roots that the transplanting 

will not effect them much, and they are also very 

hardy, and' changing from a poor to a good soil will 

cause them to grow rapidly. Such stocks are pre 

ferable to forced and pampered trees from the nur

sery." 

" What do you think of this field, for an orchard?" 

" This early slope is pood; but a part of it needs 

draining. Trees will not do well standing wi th their 

feet in the water. You have got to use a little 

more care in setting thein out; and the ground must 

be manured if you expect them to grow." 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection

http://he.it


178 THE AMERICAJ-r FARMER. 

" What is best for it ?," 

"Cultivate it a few years with some hoed crop, 

only be sure to put on a good deal more than you 

take off. Then you can put it in grass, only keep 

the trees well and widely mulched." 

" I've got a lot of old, poor hay and straw. Would 

that make good mulching ?" 

" Yes, any light vegetable matter. If you do not 

plow the ground, you can use your old hay around 

your young trees to good advantage. It seems to 

keep the soil about the roots loose, open, and moist 

during the hot summer days." 

" I saw you at work in your orchard this forenoon, 

trimming it up." 

" N o ; June is the best time to prune. The wounds 

heal up quickly then. I was digging out borers,, and 

cutting off caterpillars eggs." 

" Well, I never knew much, about them; only I 

know the caterpillars like to have eaten up m y trees 

last summer before I could get them all killed." 

" I will tell you about them briefly. The borer 

is a grub which lives in the bark and wood of the 

apple tree near tho roots; and if not.destroyed, will 

girdle the tree and kill it.; This grub which hatches 

from a minute egg, lives in the wood three years, 

eating and growing every summer. On the spring 

of the fourth year it changes to a beetle which comes 

out of the tree and lays some more eggs for another 

generation of borers." 

" Can't they be hindered ?" 

" There is no sure preventive; the only sure way 

•is .to examine the trunk of every tree and cut, them 

out aud kill them." 

" H o w about the caterpillar ?" 

" The caterpillar is a different order of insect, it 

comes from a moth instead of a beetle, you know 

these little bunches or clusters of eggs on the ends 

of the twigs. Well, a minute caterpillar hatches out 

of them, which eats tho apple leaves and grows and 

eats, changing its skin several times during its life, 

till at last it. is full grown at about the last of June, 

.when they leave the trees and, cover themselves 

with an oval shaped silken cocoon, fastened, to some 

sheltered place, and inside of this cocoon they change 

to the moth, which comes out in about three weeks, 

flies in the night and, deposits, her eggs, for next 

year's crop of caterpillars." 

' " That is strange is it not ? W h a t is the best, way 

to kill caterpillars ?" 

" There are various methods. Cut off the eggs in 

the spring or fall, and burn them. I have found a good 

way to destroy them, after they are nearly fully 

grown or are in their webs on the trees, is to make 

some very strong soapsuds, then fasten a swob 

or brush on the end of a pole, and give their, ;nests 

and all, a thorough soaking, A soaking of strong 

suds is death to them." 

NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY "S. W." 

WRITTEN FOE T4E AMERICAN FARMER. 

SOME WORDS ON GARDENING. 
If the basis of your garden soil is clay, coarse 

manure should be spread on it in the fall; then as 

it is spaded in, the soil should be thrown up in 

ridges, so that the frosts of winter can make the 

soil friable and absorptive. Those ridges should 

remain until you are ready to plant in the spring, 

when it is but very little work to level them with 

the hoe, and the soil is in fine mellow condition for 

planting. I had peas up on such soil by the 20th 

of April, while those planted on spring spaded soil, 

were weeks longer coming up. But even spring 

spading should be ridged, and lay a few days or even 

weeks before it is leveled and planted; it is very 

little more work than plain spading, and the mechan

ical aid to the soil favors chemical action. 

If your garden is sand and gravel, or a light, 

sandy loam, put on the manure from fall to spring ; 

if very sandy, clay and coal ashes should be spread 

with the manure, and well worked into the soil in 

the spring. Although well rotted manure is quicker 

in its chemical action than unfermonted dung—yet 

the mechanical effect of coarse manure, oven in & 

sandy soil; is to make it hold water by absorption 

that will keep up the maximum vegetation through 

hot dry weather. Although sand warms earlier and 

is quicker in the spring than an aluminous soil— 

if both have thesame quantity of manure, the heavy 

soil will stand a drouth best, because clay holds 

more water by absorption than sand, hence sand 

needs much more manure than clay to increase its 

power, of absorption, and to enable it to stand a 

long summer drouth. I have seen the corn leaves 

roll on a sandy soil, and the crop suffer in a drouth, 

when on a well ameliorated clay, not as rich in 

nitrogen, the corn was in full, luxuriant growth, yet 

the sand had beat the clay early in the season and 

until the drouth set in. The porosity of a soil rich 

in vegetable debris, is the measure of its product

iveness during hot, dry weather, and the nearer a 

soil approaches to naked sand, the less water it holds 

by absorption. 

Plant early. Many put off planting corn early, 

lest it should rot in the ground. I have grown gar-

don sweet corn yearly for the last forty yoars, and 

I never yet had a kernel rot in the ground, although 

it is sometimes eighteen days planted before coming 

up. Beans,. cucumbers, and other tender plants, 

should be planted later ; but I have always found that 

peas, onions, beets, &c.; were » better as well as an 

earlier crop when planted in April before the lata 

frosts were over; and corn planted in early May, 

slow as may be its earlj growth, it stands an earlyi 
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drouth much better than the later planted corn. In 

fact, unless the season favors very much, no June 

planted corn produces as much in ear or stalk as the 

earlier planted, although it may ripen well. The 

same with wurzel beets—the earlier they grow, the 

larger is the size they attain. Late planted beets 

rarely attain the maximum size, while strong early 

plants, even when transplanted, attain full size. 

T H E PRESENT PROSPERITY OF THE COLD DAIRY 

REGIONS. 

A letter from Chatauqua county says the snow fell 

there nine inches deep on the 24th of April. One 

N e w York agent paid 55 cents a pound for 127 tubs 

of butter the first week in April, and $1,400 a day 

was often paid out in the village,of Sinclairville, for 

butter alone. Cheese factories are now in full oper

ation, there, and farmers are thriving apace oh Such 

prices for butter and cheese, as no man there ever 

dreamed of five years ago. A farmer writing from 

Illinois, claims that the Rock River Valley is as 

good a grass region as any part of this State, which 

must.be a great mistake; as much hay may be cut 

in a good hay season, but it is only up among the 

clouds in the dairy region proper, that the pastures 

are always green, and the soft spring Water is always 

running. Once in about seven years they may have 

a trying drouth there, such as we have in a corn 

growing region every season. I have seen the white 

clover nearly a foot high in South Oneida county, 

when in this lower limestone region it never reaches 

such a status in the most favorable seasons. 

THE IMPERFECT APPLICATION OF MANURES. 

It' has been truly said that the available fertility 

bf-the soil does not depend upon the amount df car

bon, nitrogen, hydrogen, oxygen, and salts it con

tains, but in the relation which the several sub

stances are enabled by tillage to combine' and act 

on each other. A soil may be rich in all these mat

ters, and yet owing to their improper distribution in 

it, they can make no chemical combinations into 

available plant food. A clay soil Is so compact that 

until it is made friable, no matter how well manured 

it may be, no chemical combinations into assimil-

jable plant food can take place,iOwing"ta its compact 

adhesiveness. On the other hand, a soil may be 

so loose and sandy, that it has no affinity for'ammo

nia, which escapes through it to the atmosphere, 

and nothing short of continued libations of nitro

genous manure can keep such a soil productive!; 

hence no matter how rich the soil is in other mat

ters when its nitrogen, actual or potential;'is 

exhausted, its fertility is gone. Hence it' is, why 

very concentrated nitrogenous manures like Peru

vian gnano, has such magical effects on light, sandy 

soils the.' first season. Such a soil for the want of 

ammonia, is always grateful for every fresh supply 

of nitrogen in u. 'nearly soluble form, ready to com

bine with other elements not yet exhausted into the 

assimilable elements of vegetable nutrition. ' A 

clayey loam having a strong affinity for ammonia, is 

rarely so. exhausted of nitrogen as to refuse to grow 

crops, if its mechanical structure is only kept loose 

by the application of Vegetable matter, in the form 

of green sward or clover turned under in the fall, 

so that the frosts of winter can aid in destroying its 

adhesiveness. W h e n thus treated, the soil holds 

the nascent ammonia from the decomposing matter, 

with such tenacity, that nothing but the roots of 

plants can exhaust it. 

LIEBIQ'S CLASSIFICATIONS. 

The great, chemist of Giessen divides food into 

two classes. The first is plastic or tissue making, 

and comprises the Organic substances rich in nitro

gen ; they alone are said to be capable of forming 

organized tissues; because alone capable of being 

converted into Mood, and are called the strictly 

nutritive substances. The second class is respi

ratory, or heat forming, and comprises the substances 

containing no nitrogen, which are therefore incapa

ble of nourishing the body, and only serve the pur

poses of respirationand^animal heat. They are fats; 

starch, gum, sugar, pectin, wine, beer, and spirits. 

Thus all food is nitrogenous or nutrative, and non-

nitrogenous or heat-making. But, although Prof. 

Draper, in his physiology, adopts the above classifica

tion,'he says he "\ only adopts it for its convenience," 

"it having no natural foundation." Hence, has 

arisen the accepted terms,-"flesh former" and "fat 

former," in the food of farm stock. Unfortunately 

for' this fanciful theory/ all • experience shows > that 

nitrogenous substances are not the only plastic mate

rials, and that they are also heat forming as well as 

flesh forming.' If 'the theory that fat was not a flesh* 

former was true, a lean piece of beef would be more 

nourishing than fat beef'; att Irishman would starve 

on potatoes, and a Hindoo would grow weak on his 

exclusive rice diet." The examination of the;'struc

ture of the blood shows that so far from being com

posed of nitrogenous substances exclusively, that 

they only amount to about 72 parts in 1,000. • 

G L U T E N ip not found in animals, but exists abund

antly in vegetables, and is the most important'of all 

nitrogenous Bubstances, capable of supporting life 

when fed alone. It is gluten that gives tho superior1 

quality of the famed St. Louis flour, made from 

Southern wheat alone. 

. mm •—!• inn 

F I B R I N E is liquid in the serum of the blood; it is 

allied to albumen, .and was a long time supposed to 

the aluminous principle to hold the volatile | be ideritical with it in fibrine muscle. 
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HOW W E FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY. 

WRITTEN FOR THE FARMER, BY P. 0. BEYNOLDS. 

TTUMBER FOUB, 

I F I N D that I am getting behind m y subject; 

that is, there are so many kinds of labor performed 

on the farm, every month, that one is unable, in the 

limits of a single article, to, treat on all of them. 

I should have written last month on,— 

POTATOES.—That crop which has added so much 

to the wealth of the farmers of portions of. the Gene

see country. As has been remarked before, the 

light, sandy loams of the lower Genesee country 

are peculiarly adapted to the production of potatoes 

of superior quality. There, in the pastv farmers 

have planted a large proportion of their farms to 

that popular tuber—principally to the Rochester 

Seedling, or Seedling Mercer. It is quite common 

to plant from 25 to 30 acres,, in farms of 75 aud 100, 

to. potatoes. W e are planting coarser varieties, 

latterly; because, although they sell for a trifle less 

than the Mercer, their >yield*is so much greater 

that they return a larger revenue. 

A clover sod is very good ground for potatoes— 

so is corn stuble. The majority, I think, plant in 

hills, as it allows of working both ways , with the 

cultivator, and thus saves labor. Most farmers 

make three assortments of their potatoes ; the largest 

for eating, selling the smallest for feeding stock, 

and a medium size for seed. I prefer a fair sized 

potato, cut in four pieces, and two of them dropped 

in a hill. Would drop two quarters instead of one 

half, because it scatters the germs more. A whole 

potato in a hill starts too many vines, and in conse

quence, too many small potatoes. Were we dis

posed to pull out all the small vines, leaving four to Bix 

of the stronger ones, I presume a large whole tuber 

would produce the largest .crop. 

In drills, we drop one piece in a place, fifteen to 

eighteen inches apart, and. cover with a small plow, 

throwing two furrows together upon the drill. This 

leaves the land, in a ridge, which we harrow down 

level as soon as the vines make their appearance. 

Potatoes should be planted four to six inches 

beneath the surface.,, and, worked out with the culti

vator. Hilling, potatoes, is an explqded fallacy of our 

grandfathers. After the vines have' become tall 

enough to fall over, the liorse should be kept out of 

them. If weeds start afterwards, cut them up with 

a hoe. 

In the Genesee country, good farmers get from 

one hundred to two hundred bushels of potatoes per 

acre; average say one hundred and twenty. W e 

sell at from fifty cents to • one dollar per bushel; 

average, say,—60 cents, which is an average of$72 

.per acre; paying better than wheat, rye, oats, barley, 

or corn. Where the ground is tolerably clean, I think 

from twenty to twenty-five dollars, will- cover the 

entire cost of raising and marketing an acre,—includ

ing seed. 

W O R K I N G T H E H I G H W A Y S — F o l l o w s the planting 

season. Formerly, when farmers could hire laborers 

at fifty to seventy-five cents a day, or $10 or $12 a 

month; they thought it economy to work out their 

road-tax, rather thancommute.it at ,621-2 cts. per day; 

but, now, when wages are $1.25 per day, they think 

it true economy to commute at half the cost of a 

day's labor. But that is rather questionable economy 

which to save a few days iabor, rides over soft, rough 

roads the greater part of the year; at great cost of 

time^ wear and tear of horses and wagons, to say 

nothing of wear of temper. If1 farmers would cheer

fully and honestly work out their whole tax, and 

more, in applying the best material attainable, to 

repairing their roads, they would find it the truest 

economy in the end. 

W A S H I N G A N D S H E A R I N G SHEEP—Usually suc

ceeds working ,the highways—although many advo

cate dispensing with the former practice. Without 

stopping to discuss this question, I would merely 

say that many farmers in the Genesee country still 

follow the time-honored custom, and will briefly 

describe the practice. W e would wait until the 

water is not uncomfortable; select a place in a pretty 

rapid stream where the water is about four feet deep, 

where there is a convenient place to yard the sheep, 

and a clean one to turn them out after they are 

washed. One washer should be employed to every 

twenty-five sheep. The sheep ' should be driven 

slowly to the washing place, so as neither to heat 

nor excite them. A careful hand should catch, the 

sheep:( always around the neck, never by the wool,) 

and hand them to the washers, who should treat 

them gently, and wash them as expeditiously as 

possible, squeezing the wool between the hands until 

the water, flows clear from it when the sheep Bhould 

be aided to the dryland,—held a moment to, allow 

tho great weight of water to drain off, and then re

leased. If sheep washed in this way, are kept in a 

clean pasture until dry, and then sheared, their wool 

will be worth fifteen per cent more than unwashed 

wool. , After the dawn of the temperance reforma

tion, farmers clung to the practice of; furnishing 

liquors to the hands at sheep-washing, after it had 

been abandoned On all other occasions.. Yet I know 

of> no time when liquor was productive of more 

misehief than at sheep-washing. Hands :that had 

imbibed too freely, would.soon begin to maltreat 

the sheep,' catching them by the wool—throwing 

them into the water, ducking them, &c, and 1 haye j 

known the sheep to grow "mighty strong," throw-' 

ing the washer down, and ducking- him, to the great 

amusement of the company. 
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S H E E P S H E A R I N G — i s hard work—trying to the 

back and knees of the workman. There' is a great 

difference in the capacity of men for shearing sheep; 

some shearing fifty head per day, with greater ease 

than others would shear half that number. There 

are but few who will shear very fast, and at the same 

time do it well. The rapid shearer too often clips 

the wool unevenly, cuts the sheep and tears and 

tangles the fleece. The good workman will clip 

rapidly, cut close, and evenly, and keep the fleece 

compact and entire It is a good practice to keep 

about one hand to three shearers, to roll up and tie 

the fleece; a box of suitable dimensions facilitates 

the latter operation. Should cold nights follow 

shearing, the sheep should be housed. 

CULTIVATING.—While sheep shearing is going on, 

a boy is generally set to cultivating. Young man, 

while you hold the cultivator, and guide it carefully 

between the rows of corn or potatoes—meditate! 

What is the object of the labor which you are per

forming? The first answer which suggests itself, is 

to destroy the grass and weeds. Yes; that is an im

portant object, but not the only one. The plants 

certainly could not flourish with an army of weeds 

robbing them of their nutriment; but in stirring the 

soil, you are unconsciously performing the work of 

the cliemist. Have you ever seen a chemist at work 

in his laboratory ? He throws into his crucibles, the 

various ingredients from which he designs to form 

his compound, and then he proceeds to stir them, 

in order to bring the atoms of which they are com

posed, into contact, so that » union may ensue; 

and, to hasten the combination of the ingredients, 

heat is often employed. In any case, the stirring 

of the ingredients together, is an important part of 

the process. You are a chemist on a large scale. 

The earth is your laboratory; the soil, is your cruci

ble, and your real object in tilling it, is to stir up 

those various elements which are to enter into your 

compound—a living plant. Most of the substances 

known in chemistry are in your crucible, and many 

of them are capable of entering into your compound. 

Many of those minerals in the soil which do not 

enter into the structure of living plants, hold in com-' 

bination other minerals which do, and which they 

will relinquish in the presence of a third party, 

having a stronger affinity for one of them, than they 

have for each other. In stirring the soil, you open 

avenues for the entrance of the atmosphere, and cal

oric from the sun, to perform their great work, in 

decomposing, and recomposing. The atmosphere 

is laden with invisible vapor, which it bears in 

through the porous surface to cooler soil beneath 

where it is condensed into water, supplying the soil 

with that necessary agent in vegetable growth. 

These are some of the objects of stirring the soil. 

Formerly, a small plow was the main instrument 

used • in working out corn and potatoes, but now 

preference is given to the cultivator. , W e wish to 

encpurage the growth of the roots near the surface, 

where the best conditions of plant-growth exists. 

To FARMERS AND OTHERS.—Now is the time to 

kill the Caterpillars or worms on the apple trees, 

while they are small, and have not spread themselves 

all over your orchards. The late warm weather, 

has hatched them out on the trees. They may be 

discovered by the white silken web which they are 

forming for their nests and may now be killed with 

a very little trouble, by taking a long pole whfch 

will reach all the limbs of the trees. Tie on some 

tow, or old rope, on the end of the pole, and saturate 

it with kerosene, and then set fire to it; you may soon 

clean your trees of the worms by burning them out 

with very little trouble.—J. 8. 

DECREASE OF THE CATTLE DISEASE IN ENGLAND. 

—The number of new cases of cattle disease in Eng
land had at last accounts diminished from 18,000, 
(the highest number in any one week) to about 3,600 

in the week. This gratifying state of things is 

attributed wholly to the Stringent legislation of 

Parliament. The measures adopted consisted in 

Stopping at once, throughout the kingdom, the 

transportation of cattle, and in promptly butchering 

any and all that were attacked by the plague. Not 

only were the railways and other means of trans

portation closed, but a farmer could not remove his 

own herd from one part of his farm to another, if it 

chanced that in order to do so they must cross a 

public road. _ _ _ _ _ 

TRICHINAE.—Dr. Reed, of Baltimore, says the eat

ing of pork has nothing whatever to do with the 

disease known as trichinae. " They do not inhabit 

the muscle of the hog more than that of any other 

animal, or of man himself. I defy any one to prove 

by the record of the last thirty-five years that 

a solitary death has been caused beyond doubt by 

the presence of trichinae. I assert that the charges 

made against these innocent worms are without 

shadow of a foundation in fact, and would advise 

the community, if they desire to eat pork, to do so." 

TREE PLANTING.—Fail not to plant fruit and orna

mental trees and shrubs, as the season passes; nick 

the time; improve the opportunity, and if the 

planter shall fail to enjoy the good of his labor, pos

terity will bless his memory. Let every farmer's 

boy plant a choice apple,or pear tree this spring, and 

so every recurring season until he is of age, thus im

proving the homestead and providing for good 

fruit.—Iowa Homestead. 
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SPIRIT OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 

Agricultural Improvement. 
' Tiie Working Farmer says on this subject: " Improve

ment in modes of culture means simply that the'land 

shall be underdrained, if wet; plowed deep, subsoiled, 

and cultivated thoroughly, so as to keep the weeds 

down, the surface of the ground constantly stirred, 

and open to the ingress of the air and dews. The 

atmosphere is a storehouse of moisture, carbon, 

ammonia, and other vital elements of crops; but it can

not penetrate a baked, closely packed soil, iu order to 

produce those changes in its chemical condition, with

out which the wonderful processes of plant growth 

are impossible. But if the surface and subsoil are 

loosened by deep cultivation and disturbed frequently 

during the season of vegetation, the air circulates 

freely among the particles of soil; water, the solvent 

of all the organic and inorgahie constituents of crops, 

is supplied in proper quantities to produce the right 

conditions for the free appropriation of plant food. 

Thus the improved tillage of the soil developes an ex

tra farm beneath the surface not enumerated in the title 

deed, and many a farmer who to-day starves on a hun

dred acres, might grow rich on a quarter of that area, 

Cultivated according to the methods we have indicated. 

Breaking: Colts. 

" David," in The Germantown Telegraph, says he is 

strongly opposed, both in principle and practice, to 

'' breaking colts"—that is, allowing them to attain the 

age of two or more years before they are taken in hand 

for learning the principles which are to form so impor

tant a part in their future life. There should be no 

"breaking" about it. The education should begin as 

BOOH as the colt is born, and, if properly attended to, 

will be perfect by the time he is large enough to drive. 

Being led or tied with a halter should be his first les

son, and the sooner he learns it the shorter the struggle 

and the more permanent the lesson ; never give him a 

chance to break loose, for once done and he will 

remember it for a long time; and, if the lesson be too 

often repeated, he will make a proficient in this not 
desirable art. 

Town Farms. 

The town of Upton, says Tiie Massachusetts Plowman, 

is talking of buying a superior pure bred Ayrshire 

bull, of Dr. Geo. B. Loring, for its town farm. Could'nt 

do a more sensible thing. The town of Sterling, not 

long ago, bought one of the same breeder, and if each 

town in each State would go and do likewise, we should 

soon have a dairy stock to boast of throughout this 

Commonwealth. 

Salt In Fattening Swine. 

A correspondent states some interesting experiments 

to test the use of salt in fattening swine. He solected 

two pairs of barrow hogs, weighing 200 lbs. apiece. 

f One pair received, with daily allowanco of food, two 

ounces of suit; the other pair, similarly fed, none. In 

the course of a week, it was easily seen that the salted 

pair had a much stronger appetite than the others, 

and after a fortnight it was increased to two ounces 

apiece. After four months, the weight of the salted 

hogs was 350 lbs. each, while that of the unsalted, five 

weeks later, reached only 300 lbs. The experiment 

was repeated with almost precisely the same results. 

The correspondent feeds young pigs according to their 

age, a quarter of an ounce daily; breeding sows very 

little during pregnancy, and during the heat of summer 

withholds it in a degree from all, as it induces thirst 

and a liability to disease.—Ex. 

A Valuable Ox. 

Mr.L. B. Hempstead writes to The Working Farmer, 

an account of an ox formerly owned in Adel, Iowa. 

He says: "The ox was born in the spring of 1866, and 

was broken to work in harness, before he was a year 

old. As the calf advanced in size and age the vehicle 

was enlarged, until he came to his growth—when he 

was harnessed to an ordinary one-horse waggon or sled, 

according to the condition of the roads. For several 

years the ox performed the draying and hauling of the 

village, and finally during the summer of 1864 he was 

sold to a beef buyer for the sum of $110. His weight 

was something over 1600 lbs. I am satisfied that old 

' Bright,' (for that is what he was called,) could not only 

draw more than an ordinary ox, but much more than 

any Bingle harnessed animal that I was ever acquainted 

with." 

Carbonaceous Liquids. 

All liquids, says The Germantown Telegraph, continu

ing carbonaceous matters, are highly valuable for irrigat

ing plants. Cow excrement soaked or macerated in 

water by placing in a half-hogshead, tub or other suit

able vessel, and exposing it to the sun for twenty-four 

hours, will furnish a most valuable stimulant, and one 

that may be applied with advantage to every species 

of crop. Hen manure, macerated in the same way, 

will, when applied to cucumber, squash and other simi
lar vines, protect them from the ravages of the bug, 

and tend also greatly to promote their growth. 

P l u m Trees In tbe Poultry Yard. 

Somebody recommends setting out plum trees in the 

poultry yard, so that the hens will destroy the curculio 

that infests the plums. W c think well of this plan. W e 

have tried all sorts of ways to get rid of these pirates, 

without any success, except by keeping the trees in the 

most thrifty condition, thereby furnishing a super

abundance of fruit for them. W e hope some of our 

fruit-raisers will try this plan of setting them out in the 

poultry yard.—Maine Farmer. 

Caterpillars. 

A correspondent writing to 771* Virginian Farmer, 

says, a friend of his, a year or so since, discovered by 

accident while boiling coal tar, that the boiling, or 

burning of it under trees infested with caterpillars would 

kill the last one of them. The trees near the boiling, or 

burning tar, (I saw them myself,) were literally covered 

with caterpillars, and every one fell, and died under 

the trees. If the tar be put into a long handled frying 

pan, and set on fire, it could be carried from tree to 

tree, and kept under'each tree until the desired end is 

accomplished. This hint to fruit growers should be 

sufficient. 
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To K e e p Tires o n Wheels. 

Hear what a practical man says on the subject: " I 

ironed a wagon one year ago for my own use, and be

fore putting on the tires I filled the felloes with linseed 

oil; and the tires have worn out and were never loose. 

I ironed » buggy for my own use several years ago, 

and the tires are now as tight as when put on. My meth

od of filling the felloes with oil is as follows: I use a 

long cast iron-heater, made for the purpose.—The oil is 

brought to a boiling heat, the wheel is placed on a 

stick, so as to hang in the oil each felloe, ah hour for a 

common sized felloe. The timber should be dry, as 

green timber will not take oil. Care should be taken 

that the oil be no hotter than a boiling heat, in order 

that the timber be not burnt. Timber filled with oil 

is not susceptible to water, and the timber is much 

more durable. I was amnsed some years ago, when I 

told the blacksmith how to keep the tire right on wheels, 

by his telling me that it was a profitable business to 

tighten tires, and the wagon-maker will say that it is 

profitable to him to make and repair wheels; but what 

will the farmer who supports the wheelwright and 

smith say?"—Ex. 

Cattle Plague. 

The Courdry Gentleman says:—"From the first opin

ion we had occasion to express with regard to the 

Cattle Plague, down to the present time, we have seen 

no reason to chanee the views entertained as to the 

supreme importance of the isolation of the infected and 

the killing of the diseased, as compared with any or all 

other modes of treatment. These views have been fully 

corroborated in the experience of Continental Europe, 

and Great Britain has been brought to acknowledge 

their correctness, but only after suffering almost incal-

. calable loss. Dr. Voelcker, Chemist of the Royal 

Agricultural Society of England, in a private letter to 

Secretary Johnson, ot this city, dated London, April 9th 

remarks:—' At last the Government has adopted strin 

gent measures of isolation, and, I am glad to say, the 

disease is gradually dying out; and by the time our 

machinery, which is now set in motion to prevent the 

extension of the Cattle Plague, shall be in good work

ing order, I trust there will be no more stock attacked 

by it.'" 

Early Cucumbers. 

A correspondent of The New England Farmer says 

that egg-shells with the top broken in and filled with 

earth are excellent for starting cucumbers. The 

greatest difficulty in transplanting cucumbers from the 

house to the garden in our climate, is the great change 

they experience. The air is frequently cold and un 

comfortable during the first week in June. It is a 

good plan to keep them protected as much as possible 

during such weather. Otherwise, they will turn yel

low, sicken and die. 

Fetters. 

A correspondent of The Ohio Farmer finds a pair of 

fetters buckled around the hind legs of a cow to be the 

best means of preventing her kicking when milked. 

One leg acts as a post to hold the other. He thinks ife 

t much better way than to kick and swear at the cow. 

Active manure. 

One of the most active manures and readily within 

the reach of most farmers, is a mixture of leached 

ashes, plaster, and night 6oil mixed with fine soil. 

Let them be thoroughly worked over on a smooth spot, 

and allowed to stand a week before using, working it 

over every other day, and you have a most valuable 

manure at a trifling cost of time. A handful of this 

mixture in a hill is excellent to give corn a start. 

Potatoes and garden vegetables generally feel it very 

quick. Hen manure is an excellent ingredient in such 

manures, but it should be well slaked with water be

fore mixing with other substances.—Maine Farmer. 

Bone Meal for Cows. 

A writer in The Country Gentleman says:—"I have 

noticed for years that cows, particularly at the time of 

the greatest flow of milk, chew bones with avidity, and 

was led to suppose that it was because a pasture con

stantly fed by cows in milk, whereby the phosphateB 

or bone-making qualities were being largely removed, 

became deficient in those qualities, and that by the free 

use of plaster or bone meal the phosphate might be res

tored, or that feeding cows bone would be a substitute 

which nature might require. 

" Last spring I received from Boston one-quarter-bar

rel of bone flour, and through misdirection did not get 

it in time for spring use for crops, and it occurred to me 

that it might be well to feed some to my cows. Con

sequently I opened the cask, but found the smell quite 

offensive, aud thought my cows would not eat it; but 

by mixing it with salt I found, notwithstanding the 

smell, that they ate it with a good relish and good re

sults ; and I suggest that those persons who are trou

bled with premature ca.ves, try feeding their cows 

bone meal, and report the result." 

Caution as to the Application ot Kerosene. 

A correspondent ot The Maine Farmer, writing at 

Industry, Franklin Co., says:—"A few days ago a neigh

bor applied kerosene oil to a valuable pair of four-year 

old oxen, to kill lice. Both were soon after taken sick, 

and one of them has dieo. On being opened, the smell 

of the oil was quite strong, an J without doubt it caused 

thesickness and death or the animal. ' 

Kicking in the Stable. 

A correspondent ot The fwum ,n, gives his method 

of curing a horse of the practice 01 kicking in the sta

ble. He says his method is to put a strap around one 

of the hind legs, between tho fetlock and the hoof, with 

a small chain, about two feet long attached. Whenever 

the horse kicks the chain will hit him and he will soon 

be cured. 

Wire Worm. 
A correspondent of The Germantown Telegraph planted 

Ave rows of corn with seed that had been soaked in a 

solution of Baltpetre, and found that these rows were 

not injured by the wire-worm, although the rest of the 

field was very much injured. 

Illinois 'Wool. 
A correspondent of The Prairie Parmer says that 

1 400 pounds of very fair fleece washed, fine Illinois 
wool, shrank 42 per cent when ready for the cards. 
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THE HORIZONTAL HOP YARD. 

WRITTEN FOR TUB AMERICAN FARMER, BY F. W. COLLINS. 

A FREE exposure to the sun and air is as necessary 

to the well being of the hop vine, as to the grape. 

The common plan of letting a mass of hops run up 

a twenty or thirty feet pole, is as detrimental to the 

perfect development of the fruit, as would be the 

same method with the grape vine. The fruit bear

ing arms, few of which are thrown out less than 

seven feet from the ground, need to hang freely in 

the air to do well. In the horizontal method of 

training hops, four vines are allowed to ,run up a 

stake seven feet in hight, when they are separated, 

and trained upon twines stretched across; the yard 

in both directions, by which means the fruit-bearing 

arms, hanging freely from the twines, receive all the 

light, heat and air requisite to ripen the'"fruit and 

prepare it for harvest, several days earlier than hops 

grown by their side upon long poles. 

The twine used may be that known as wool twine, 

or broom makers twine, either j ute or hemp. The 

best way is for each hop grower to raise a bed of flax 

and hire his twine spun. A man or boy, on horse

back, with a basket of twine fastened to.V belt, 

should put the twine upon the stakes. Fastening-

it securely to the strong outside stake, he should 

proceed along the row, winding it once around each 

stake at the top, to the end of the row, where it is 

again secured. The same process is repeated foT 

each row in both directions, and thus a network of 

twine is spread over the yard, seven feet above' the 

ground. Occasionally the hop grower should ride 

through the yard and place the vines upon the 

strings, tying them in their places where it ̂ 'neces

sary, with old woolen yarn. 

The stakes may be either small, round, , split, or 

sawed stakes, except the outside rows, which,should 

be as strong as ordinary hop poles. They should be 

cut eight feet in. length, and get one foot in the 

ground. The outside row of stakes, in each direc

tion, should, be placed one row outside of the outer 

row of hop plants. The proper distance for the set

tings to be placed is eight feet apart each way; 

this will prevent any crowding in the outer rows of 

the yard, and add much to the neatness of its appear

ance Indeed, we do not know of anything more 

beautiful in an agricultural point of view, than a hop 

yard trained as it Bhouldbe in this manner. That it 

is the most profitable crop a farmer can raise, does 

not hinder its being the most attractive. 

The saving in the exponse of training a yard in 

this way is worthy of note. By the old method two 

poles from fiftoqn to thirty feet in length were neces

sary to each hill, while by the horizontal method 

one stake, eight feet in length with sevonteen feet ,of 

twine, is all that is required. The price of hops has 

been so remunerative for manyyears* that the high 

prices paid for poles.have not been seriously felt in 

this country .'thus far<;still, if a larger'crop as well as 

a better quality of hops can be produced for one 

tenth the expense, (at which hops have been for years 

our most profitable crop,) as they can be by the hori

zontal method—then the economical plan is the one 

to be used. 

THINCS OUR WAY—PENNSYLVANIA. 

M E S S R S . EDS.:—Enough rain, 1st and 2d of May, to 

last tiE June—about 13 ° too cold too, though there 

has been more thunder along through it, than we had 

in all '65. Country all out in green. Corn planting 

two weeks behind time—plenty of time yet though. 

Better promise of more apples, peaches, cherries— 

all sorts of small fruits, than we have had these five 

years. Nice fresh shad, 20 cents per pair; cheap as 

in '61. Eggs fell 11 cents in seven days. Hens are 

discounting freely. Butter we can't reach, only from 

second story windows—75 cents for fresh " grass." 

W e let it go to grass, and use Lovering's' sirup—28 

cents a quart. D o w n Delaware, across in Maryland, 

over in Jersey, and all up through the Keystone 

valleys, more wheat, and looking better than it has 

done so early, these ten years. Before the summer 

passes we shall have best stove coal down to the old 

$5 figure. Cows are away up yet, ($150 down to 

$80,) for cow and calf. Beef and pork must drop, 

this way. W e are all going into fish and vegetable 

diet. • COSMO.. 

SUMMER EVENINC-"THE SEESAW." 

T H E " see-saw" on the following page, illustrates 

its own story. It has been " playod at" for years, 

and will not " wear out." These fine summer even

ings we see the boys,and girls enjoying the fun. 

The fear is plainly expressed on the boy's face, who 

is mounted at the top of the plank, whilst the boy 

at the bottom end, is taking his fill of enjoyment 

with the boy who is only a looker on. The contrast 

is so evident that it needs no further comment. 

C O R N F O R F O D D E R . — T h e seed may be sown any 

time during the early part of Jurie—two bushels 

will be required per acre: Sow in drills three feet 

apart. Scatter the seed so that there may be at 

least forty or fifty grains,to the foot. The only after 

culture consists in running the cultivator once, or 

twice between the rows. Harvest early in autumn, 

in time for a crop of wheat. 

LARGE EGG.—We have on our table a large pu. 

let's egg that measures 6 by 7 3-8 inches. The 

pullet is of the pure Brahma breed, and about ten 

or eleven months old. 
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Wittttitnltnwk 
J U N E . 

"She hovers sround us at twilight hour 
W h e n her presence is l'elt with the deepest power; 
She mellows the landscape, and crowds the stream 
With shadows that flit like a fairy dream:— '" 
Still wheeling her flight through* the gladsome,air, 
The Spirit of Beauty is everywhere!" 

June is our month of beauty, and the "Spirit of 

beauty" is truly everywhere. On the mountain and in 

the valley, in the wood and in the field, she minister. 

with unsparing hand. Happy are they who love her 

sweet influence, and by gentle arts draw her to their 

homes, and constrain her to dwell with them. 

THE GARDEN. 

THE enterprising gardener, in climates as favorable as 

that of Rochester, will be able to place. upon his table 

during the month of June, tbe following vegetables : 

Asparagus, String Beans, Beets, Early York Cabbage, 

Cucumber, Lettuce, Onions, Peas, Radishes, Rhubarb, 

and Spinach—a pretty good assortment for the first 

summer month. 

Among fruits, we may enjoy currants, strawberries, 

and cherries, I venture to say that ordinary farmers 

will be unable to supply their, tables with one-half the 

above varieties. 

ASPARAGUS—Should be dropped when green peao 

arrive, as that affords a very good substitute,' and wo 

should not carry the exhaustion of the asparagus bed 

further. 

BKETS.—The Long Blood can be sown any time this 

month for winter use. The early sown should be thin

ned, those pulled out making excellent greens.!1 

C A B B A G E A N D C A U L I F L O W E R — M a y be transplanted 

the early part of the month for fall use; and the latter 

part for winter. If the 6upply is likely to run short, 

sow early varieties, to be transplanted next month into 

vacancies caused by the removal of peas, lettuce, rad

ishes, spinach, &c. It is good policy to manure heavy, 

and keep something growing in all parts of the garden, 

during the entire season of vegetation. 

CARROTS—If not already growing, should be got in 

without delay. 

CELEKY.—Paj-t of the crop should be transplanted tha 

latter part of the m unth for fall use, in trenches .made 

rich aud deep, four feet apart, plants from six to ten 

inches beneath the surface. 

S W E E T C O R N — C a n be planted until tho middle. 

C U C U M B E R S — M a y be planted any time during the 

month for pickles. There is no variety! that will 

give better satisfaction than the Long Green. . 
E G O PLANT—is gaining ln;: popularity every year. 

Like many edibles that are at first distasteful, it becomes 

a great favorite when a taste for it is acquired, Trans

plant, with care, early in the month. 

OKRA—is not in very general use, but it isyery ex

cellent for soups. It may tie yet sown. 
PEAS.—Early sorts may still be sown, with a 'pretty 

good chanoe of their producing a crop. ' 

PARSNEPS—Should have been sown in May, but better 

now than never. 

RADISHES.—Long White Naples, and White Summer 

Turnip, do better in summer, than the red varieties. 

RHUBARB.—Keep,down the seed-stalks, and bottle or 

can any surplus. 

SQUASH.—Plant winter varieties the very first of the 

month. Remember that squash can only be grown 

by keeping up a constant warfare on the bugs. If not 

resolved to do this you had better not waste your time 

planting. Nothing equal to hand-plckiDg. 

TOMATOES.—Good-strong plants; in blossom, may ha 

carefully transplanted the first of the month. All vege

tables are greatly benefited by frequent hoeing. 

SMALL FRUITS. 

CURRANTS—Will make good pies or sauce, quite early 

in the month, but must be ripe for jelly, and are in best 

condition, for eating when dead ripe. 

RASPBERRIES.—If the red or purple varieties, show 

an inclination to send up numerous stools, they 

should be treated, precisely as weeds, excepting half 

a dozen of the • strongest canes, which should be pre

served for next, year's bearing. The same remarks are 

applicable to the Blackberry. 

ST R A W B E R R I E S . — N o w is the season of enjoyment 

of this, with'mapy the most delicious of all small fruits. 

Your Ear|y Scarlet, or Jeuny Lind will first mature, to 

be soon followed by the Wilson—a little too acid, but 

very productive, and excellent for canning, owing to its 

firmness. Many will probably pronounce the Tiiompa 

de Gand their best strawberry, quality considered, 

except those who are so fortunate as to possess some 

of the new and rare varieties. 

PROSPECTS,OF THE FBUIT CROP. 

W e have had some trying weather, for fruits in blos

som, during the past week or two; light frosts on up

lands; and pretty heavy ones on lowlands, yet wo do not' 

despair of peaches. Along the southern shore of Lake 

Ontario, for a belt four or five miles wide, we have not 

seen so great a promise of fruit, of all kinds, for several 

years. W e have so far, escaped the cold, dry east 

winds which we tjvjnk destroyed our peaches last year. 

Hod rather risk a pretty severe frost, than those cold 

easterly winds. Upon the who)e, we think the prospect 

for a large crop of fruits pretty promising, thusllfer. 

• T R E M E N D O U S H A I L STORM.—One of the severest hall 

storms ever experienced in this vicinity, took place on 

Sunday afternoon, May 81. Our city papers are filled 

with details. W e have only room here to announce 

that our world-renowned nurseries have suffered great 

loss. The stock is badly cut to pieces. Budded trees, 

flowers, greenhouses, &e., were more or less destroyed 

by the shower of hail stones, some as large as hen's 

eggs. Ellwanger & Barry's loss is estimated at from 
$10,000 to §30,000. Other establishments suffered pro

portionately. The loss of nursery stock is so great 
that it will materially affect the marketable value. The 
storm lasted oply twenty minutes, and passed over an 

.area of five miles square. It was of such violence asi 
to sweep through dwellings, and destroy birds, poultry 

and small animals. The damage to fruit troes is heavy* 
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BEDDING-OUT PLANTS. 

IN order to assist those who may be new beginners, 

as housekeepers, or who may not have a knowledge of 

the flowering plants they might wish to beautify their 

homes with, we take pleasure in giving the following 

information under the head of bedding-out plants. 

The list embraces only a proportion of the whole, but 

it is believed to be sufficient to meet the wishes of 

those for whom it is more particularly intended. 

VERBENAS.—These embrace a pretty extensive fam

ily, from which we select the Cherry Ripe, Magnum 

Bonum, Gem of the West, Ronaldi, Purity, Richard 

Cobden. 

G E R A N I U M S . — Culford Beauty, Victoria, Lady Ply-

month, Odoratissimum. 

SALVIAS.—Splendeus, Csenflea. 

PANSLES.—To obtain these in perfection they must be 

reproduced from the seed every year, by sowing in 

August, and either potting them late in the fall or cov

ering them well where the plants stand. The large 

specimens we see in nurseries are all grown from seed 

planted the previous summer. 

PETUNIAS.—These have been much improved and 

greatly increased in numbers, of late years. Double 

ones are now produced, but are not equal to the single. 

As purchasers can see them all in bloom in May, before 

the latter port of which month they ought not to be 

transplanted, they can select for themselves. 

LANTANAS.—These embraae a number of varieties, 

are pretty and ever blooming, and should be in every 

garden. Select Gigantea, Comtesse Moray, Filloni and 

Grand Sultan. 

P A M P A S GRASS.—TMs is a grass, but is very beautiful, | 

and is much admired. 

S N A P DRAGON.—There is a number of varieties. 

•' T H E DAISY.—Crimson, white and pink. 

CARNATIONS.—Many kinds and very attractive. They 

will bloom all winter if potted. 

LOOELIA.—Blue and pretty. 

MIONIONETTE.—Everybody knows this. 

M I M U L U S . — O r Musk plant. 
P H L O X D R U M O N D I . — M a n y varieties, blooming till 

frost. 

PINKS.—Laura Wilmer and Gertrude. These are 

hardy. 
HELIOTROPES.—There are about a dozen varieties. 

The dark purple is very desirable, though they are 

attractive on account of their beautiful foliage and rich 

fragrance. 

NASTURTIUM.—Flowering dwarf. 

VERONICA.—Several varieties and very beautiful, but 

they require in door protection in winter. 

PUSOHIAS.—There are: many varieties of these now 

well known and popular flowers; but they are essen

tially a hot house plant, where they will bloom all win

ter, as well as m the open ground during summer, if 

continued in the pots and protected from the Bun in 

the heat of the day. They should bo set where there 

is shade from ten to four o'clock. There are a number 

of other bedding-out plants, but they are so well known 

as not to need naming here.—Germantown Telegraph. 

PROPAGATING B Y CUTTINGS.—Propagating by cut

tings is not nearly so well understood by people gen

erally, as it should be. W e may say by gardeners gen

erally. Nearly all soft wood will grow from cuttings, 

in the hand of a careful person. It is a common way 

to multiply grapes, currants, gooseberries, &c; but 

few persons, unacquainted with horticulture, will 

attempt the same thing with flowering shrubs, which 

are usually " laid down," with which there is not the 

least difficulty, though with some the success is not so 

uniform as others. All the Arbor Vitses can be propa

gated by inserting the branches of last year's wood four 

or five inches, without removing the leaves. Prepare 

the bed, dig deeply, pulverize the soil well, and put it 

in good order. To be sure of the cutting growing, it 

should be inserted five or six inches in depth, and place 

from four to six inches apart, the earth being placed 

firmly around them. They should be mulched, and 

watered moderately daily in warm weather when the 

ground is dry. They can be either potted in the fall, 

or let remain over winter, slightly protected with a lit

tle straw or long manure. Amateurs should plant 

grape cuttings with two eyes, the upper eye being 

placed a little below the surface of the ground.—Ger

mantown Telegraph. 

DWAEF APPLE TREES.—The culture of dwarf apple 

trees (i. e., worked on the paradise stock) is yet very 

limited in our country, and it is only within'a few1 years 

that they have attracted any attention; but as they be- * 

come better known, and their, real value appreciated, 

they will, we are sure, be considered almost as indispens

able as the pear. They are less particular as to soil 

than the pear, grow quite as readily, occupy but little 

more space than a currant hush,' and bear three to six 

dozen • of large and beautiful fruit each. Besides this, 

they are so completely within the control of the culti

vator, that if the canker.worm attacks the trees, they 

can easily be destroyed by the application of the whale 

oil soap. Now that this pest is so destructive to 

orchard trees, the bush apples supply their place, and 

the same ground, covered with a dozen or two tree, 

will produce nearly the same quantity as a standard, 

andmuch larger and more beautiful fruit.—Hovey's Mag. 

SHEEP VS. B O R E R S . — A New Hampshire farmer has 

discovered that his orchard in which his sheep were 

pastured was free from borers, and other noxious in

sects, and very thrifty, while an adjoining orchard, lb 

which no sheep were allowed, was neither thrifty nor 

exempt from these borers and insects. He thinks tho 

preBence and odor of the sheep drive off the insects. 

iM • • » -f • • 

A W R I T E R in The California Farmer states thattwo 

pomologists in that State benefited their fruit trees by 

driving nails into them near tho roots. The growth 

Ofthe treeB was in no Ways injuredj and fruit was pro

duced on trees that had heretofore been almost barren, 
while in other trees the quality and flavor of the fruit 

INTRODUCE T H E F A R M E R to your friends and neigh

bors. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



188 THE AMERICAN PARMER. 

THE FRUIT GARDEN. 

THIN out carefully the young fruit of choice varieties 

Where too thickly set, and its superior site and flavor 

will repay the trouble, if designed either for market 

purposes or home use. Prune away, or rub off any 

superfluous aud ill-placed .shoots of the fruit trees, 

especially those of the vine. Vine shoot* near the 

ground must be removed. If the old vine has a stem 

too long and naked, a strong shoot near, the root may 

be reserved to take its place, at the end of a couple 

of Bummer's growth. The old vine above may then be 

cut out Do not pinch back the shoots reserved for next 

year's crop, but encourage their growth as much as 

possible. Pinch off the extremities of shoots now in 

fruit, that the strength of the ehoot may go to swell 

the bunch. Leave four to six leaves above the bunch 

to shade it and attract the sap. Thin out entire bunches 

of fruit where set too thick, and remove, if extraordi

nary bunches arc desired, a portion of the berries from 

each bnneh. Try applications of sulphur to drive off 

insects and protect from rot and mildew. Suppress all 

injurious shoots that would draw the Bap from the 

newly inserted grafts. Break off the points of young 

fig shoots, to make them swell their fruit Witer occa

sionally newly planted trees and strawberry beds In 

bearing, profusely every other day, in dry weather. All 

Watering at this season should be done in the evening. 

Destroy caterpillars and other insects on your fruit 

trees and giape vines; kill aphides by fumigating with 

tobacco smoke. Destroy all slugs and snails found 

about frait trees. —Southern Cultivator. 

BUDDING muBt be performed while the stock is in a 

state of vigorous growth. The bud should havfcft por

tion of bark and a little wood adhering to it. 

FLORICULTURAL NOTICES. 

NOVELTIES F O R 1866.—Quite a large number of novel

ties are offered by the dealers in seeds, principally from 

tbe Gorman collections, where they have been intro

duced or originated. Among the great quantity too 

numerous to particularize, we note the following, which 

appear to be the most remarkable and valuable acqui

sitions :— 

A G R O B T E M M A CCELB BOS A FLORK P L E N O . — A new and 

desirable variety, of this old and pretty annual, producing 

an abundance of double blossoms, about the size of the 

Portulacca, The distinct foliage and the profusion of 

blossoms render it a fine plant for masses of dwarf flow

ering annuals. 

C E D R O N E L L A CANA.—This Is a Salvla-llkc plant, with 

fragrant foliage, and long spikes of deep purple flowera 

retaining the purple hue of the calyxes for a long Mm* 

after the flowera kavo fallen. It la a hardy perennial, 

but flowers abundantly the first year. 

D I A N T H U S H E D D K W I O I N A N A F L O K E A L H O PLIHO.-

A new double variety ot the beautiful Japan pink, of 

a very compact dwarfish habit, producing with great 

constancy pure double white flowers. 

PIN K S A R A H H O W A R D . — A now hybrid, grows about 

two feet high, of a branching habit, wltk numerous 

stems terminated with double wbltc flowera. It flower* 

abundantly all the autumn and winter' and appears to 

be a valuable acquisition. 

PALAFOXIANA H O O K E R I A N A . — A new Texan annual 

of great beauty, being much dwarfer and more branch

ing than the P Texana. The flowers are larger, with 

broader florets, and are produced In large corymb! J 

color, a bright rosy crimson, with a deeper centre. 

It flowers abundantly all summer.—-Jlagaitnt of Marti-

cullurs.. . 
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THE ASTER. 

WE are indebted to Mr. James Vick for 

che accompanying cuts of these beautiful 

flowers, wbieh have been advancing, in 

public favor for the last twenty years. 

They are hardy annuals, and a very pretty 

eflect is produced by planting them in a 

Ded; a foot apart each way is the usual 

distance. The soil should be rich, deep, 

and rather moist. A good mulching is 

very beneficial to them. They are of va

rious colors: red, white; pink, blue, and 

all possible shades. The tall varieties 

need alittle support; a short stick should 

be driven into the ground; tie them well 

up to it. For a fall flower none are more 

beautiful. 

Nothing evidences a taste for the re

fined and beautiful more than a well'kept 

flower garden-,'with its different varieties 

of annuals, biennials, and perennials of 

different shades and colors. There is a 

secret influence arising from them which 

makes every one feel happier and holier, 

and it has its influence upon all who come 

in contact with them. Let every farmer 

have part of the land next the house de

voted to flowers. Let him consult his 

wife and daughters to assist him in laying 
it out, and it will very soon become the 

most interesting, beautiful and profitable 

portion of his farm. 
Xt o s e A s t e r , (one-eight. natural size.) 

Extracts from Correspondence. 

J. W. PORTER writes from Southern Indiana, May 6, 

as follows:— 

Every one, over forty in m y neighborhood that takes 

vour paper speaks in the highest terms of it. I have 

been getting out Osage seed this week; hodno trouble 

to get those out that were frozen: all that is 

wanting is large tubs or boxes and plenty of water, 

as seed goes to the bottom as soon as freed 

from pulp. I have planted two miles in hedge rows 

wherever I wanted hedge, and could get the ground in 

good condition. I planted in rows, about one seed to 

every inch—will take out, if it comes up well, I have 

over one acre of nursery stock planted in rows, two 

and a half feet apart, and drilled very thick in rows, 

and have a good deal of seed yet to plant. Seed sprouts 

in two days if Jtept in warm water.. Weather continues 

very dry and cold, wind from north all the week. Very 

little corn planted. (May 6th,) farmers all ready for plant

ing next week. Wheat looksyery bad—so dry that it 

does not stool out any. It looks to me as tbough-the dry 

land will not make anything. I have eight splendid 
hyacinths, and two tulips, (said by those who ought to 

know,) that are a wonder to all who see them. , If the 
people do not forget, Mr. Vick will get several extra 

orders from old Vermillion next fall. I have several 

tulips that are not in bloom yet, and three bulbs that 

will not bloom, I think, as they have sent up only one 

blade. I shall plant another installment of the seed you 

sent me next week. I could not have done much with 

them if I had not had Vick's catalogue. I am Very 

fond of flowers, but other business presses BO, that I 

do not get time to, give them the attention which is 

desirable. Much of what I have got has been through 

the.liberality of others. A little from each has at last 

made considerable of a show. 

I got my White Pine I wrote about. Went thirty 

miles after them. Got 360 little pines of one year's 

growth. Have them all set out in good rich ground. 

T H E ENOLISH W A L N U T . — W e desire to say a word for 

the English walnut. W 6 consider this fruit as more 

profitable to cultivate than the chestnut. The tree 

grows readily, affords good shade, and will commence 

to produce regular crops of fruit in ten years, and will 

add to the quantity each year as the tree increases in 

size. The fruitismueh sought after in its green state 

for pickling; and in'its-ripe state it is better than those 

imported from England. Its quality every one relishes. 

The price it commands at' the: fruiterers will always 

doubly repay the trouble and expense attending the 

gathering and marketing. W e believe the English 

walnut can be obtained at the nurseries,—Germantown 

Xslegraph.' 
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MADELINE'S KITCHEN CABINET. 

A NEW KITCHEN ERA. 

WRITTEN FOB TIIE AMERICAS FAEMEE. 

THE great Parisian Chef does not propose that he 

shall teach any woman', in twenty lessons, of two hours 

each, all that every woman ought to know, of the 

science of cookery. That would be a physical and 

moral impossibility, even if we were all'born kitchen 

^maids, with an inherent tact for cookery. 

M. Blot's philosophy1 supposes that the mistress of 

every household has brains, and will turn them to such. 

account, that having gone through twenty practical 

lessons,in cooking the standard dishes, by making the 

principles taught, the basis of all after kitchen economy, 

she will be enabled to, improvise dishes toguitall sea

sons and sorts of tastes, andpeople, in all conditions of 

life, until variety shall become endless. Indeed, the 

material afforded as food for mankind in its various 

forms, may.be by the joint action of brains,:and caloric, 

transmuted into, a hundred thousand wholesome and 

palatable dishes, As easily as the twenty-six letters of 

the alphabet in their varied combinations, give us the 

85,000 words in our language. 

The second lesson at our* cooking academy opened 
with— 

1. P O T A G E VERMICELLI.—Rich broth, either of veal, 

beef, or mutton, is first prepared, and kept at a moderate 

Bimmer over a slow fire. Then the vermicelli, having 

been previously soaked in tepid water ten minutes, is 

put into the broth, and after simmering a quarter of an 

hour, season with soltanctpepper, cookanotheriquarter 

iOf an hour, and it is ready to serve. 

2. PISH, Anchovy sauce—The- fish 1B boiled in just 

enough water to cover it. Season the fish, as it begins 

to cook, with salt, peppeiythyme, cloves, carrots and 

onion, sliced very thin. 

To make the 6auce, take a gill of the broth in which 

the fish is cooking; add to it a tablespoonful of flour, 

a like quantity of butter, the same of anchovy sauce, 

stir all. together thoroughly, boil three, or four min

utes, and pour over the fish, send to the table under 

cover immediately. .--... 

3. OYSTERS, .Broiled.—First, season the oysters,with 

pepper; add Bait, if they require it; roll them separate

ly in cracker dust, or very fine bread crumbs, and broil 

over bright, live coals. For, sauce, use melted butter 

with vinegar. .,•-,,. 

,,, 4. OYSTERS, rqasted.—Select, so as to have tbe oysters 

as near of one size as convenient, placo them on the 

gridiron, the full or rounded shell downwards, over 

hot coals, not too close j and when the shell gapes open, 

sift in a little pepper on each oyster. Serve either in 

the shell, or removed, and placed in a closely covered 
dish. ;. 

5. M U T T O N CHOPS, Jardinier.-Bave the iron frying pan 

—a thick, cast iron ono, is best—pretty hot, two spoons-

full of butter. I shall use nice^ elearj dripping hissing 

hot; lay in the chops, hurry the-frying till brown on 

one side; turn quickly, brown the other side, make a 

sauce of a little broth, butter and flour, turn over the 

chops in the pan, continue the cooking five minutes. 

and then serve 'directly. 

6. C H I C K E N in salad.—Cut cold boiled, or roast 

chicken into small thin bits, spread them over the plate 

strew over fjiem celery chopped fine; then salt, pepper 

sand if you like it, oil. 1 consider oil on chicken ai. 

utter abomination. Take the yolks of two eggs boiled 

so hard that they, will crumble like meal; mix them 

with fresh, yellow mustard, and spread thin and evenly 

over the salad. Slice thin, two or three hard boiled 

eggs, and dispose of them as ornamentally on the dish 

as you can. 

7. VENISON, saute.—Venison steaks cut thin and sim

ply fried brown in butter—fat is my advice. Butter 

will frequently scorch,.(and then it is abominable. 

8. CARROTS, fines herbes —Cut carrots into slices a 

quarter of an inch thick, and boil in a saucepan slowly. 

When-the carrots are soft, add a thick broth made of a 

few spoonsfull of any sort qf cold soup, a spoonfullof 

flour, a little parsley cut very fine, onion ditto, salt and 

pepper, and cook five minutes! 

9. B E A N S aw jus.—Soak small white beans twenty-

four hours. Parboil ten' minutes. Change the water 

and boil soft. Turn Off the water, and mix with the 

beans a little parsley, cut fine in a rich broth of butter, 

pepper and salt, in a gill of water, and cook moderately 

ten minutes. 

10. CABBAGE,,ifeuietZ,—Quarter and cut out all the 

hard core part of the stump side. Chop the cabbage 

fine, put in with it slices of fat, salt pork cut thin, 

onion cut in slices, and when cooked thoroughly done, 

drain all the water off, and season with butter, vinegar 

and pepper. 

' 11. GENOISES.—Flour, sugar, eggs beaten, chopped 

almonds, a little water to make into- a paste flavored 

with lemon juice, and baked in thin flakes. 

13. BISCUIT, a la cruller. — A very pretty, light biscuit, 

made up and cooked quick, as we all understand how 

to make crullers. 

M. Blot tells us that no sort of melons should be 

sent to the table as a dessert. Always take melons 

next after soup. 

Carrots are refreshing food, beans properly cooked, 

the most nourishing, and vetiison the most stimulating 

of anything that wo eat in meat form. 

(To be continued.) 

Moss ON FLOWER POTS.—Ladies who are fond of cul

tivating flowers in the house, will find great benefit to 

the plants by spreading a coating of moss oVer the 

earth in their flower pots. This keeps the wuter from 

evaporating, and the temperature more uniform. Tea 

grounds are often used forthe same purpose. Where 

a flower pot sets in a saucer, with a hole inthe bottom 

of the pot, put a little sand in the saucer and cover it 

with moss, and you have a Bimple and admirable 

arrangement, 

" WOMAN needs no eulogist—she speaks for herself I" 
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ON THE IMPORTANCE OF BOTTLING 
FRUIT. 

IT may be urged by many readers of THE FARMER, 

that the prominence which we give to this subject is 

Uncalled for and unnecessary, because every house

keeper understands the subject, and every good farmer's 

wife sees to it that her larder from year to year is well 

stocked with every kind and variety of fruit; but alas, 

dear reader, we greatly fear that you are mistaken, and 

that we are correct in our assertion, that, not one 

woman in ten, understands the simple process, much 

less the principle upon which success depends. Not 

long since, a lady friend complaining of want of success 

with pears and peaches, brought a bottle for our inspec

tion. Its contents represented every shade of color 

from yellow to green, • The cork had shrunk, and 

there being a deficiency of wax, the air had free ingress, 

and of course, however well the proper process had 

been followed, the result was a eomplete, failure., An

other lady came to us with the doleful intelligence that 

all her peaches had, fermented, having been bottled 

only two weeks. Inquiring, we ascertained that the 

point of the shears had been inserted into each bottle 

for the purpose of letting out the air. Many are igno

rant enough to suppose that as the bottle is, not full 

when cold (as is always the ease if the bottling has 

been properly done,) that the fruit will not keep, and 

so repeat the boiling process. W e could relate some 

quite ludicrous incidents that have come under 

notice, but our object at this time is rather to insist 

upon the importance of the .subject itself, and to 

endeavor to persuade all who do not now do so, to pay 

attention to it. 

Every good farmer has more fruit of all kinds 

than is made use of at the time of ripening. 

Now, it is evidently the duty of the wife and daughter to 

secure some of this surplus for winter use. H o w shall 

this be done ? Drying is a tedious, unpleasant operation, 

requiring days for its completion, and the sauce when 

made, is not in any degree equal to the natural fruit. 

Pound for pound is obsolete and numbered with the 

things that were. Bottling has the advantage of being 

quickly performed, of retaining the flavor oi the fruit 

In its natural state, and of being far less expensive than 

pound for pound, but you may say, "there are the bot

tles to buy, and you can not get them for less than 

$3.50 per dozen." This is true, but are not your bot

tles worth the $2.50. You do not eat them—If you are 

careful you need not break them, and If you get a good 

kind, (Spencer's is infinitely superior to any other, as it 

is simple, and the. lid Indestructible,) will last you a 

life time, and you may leave them as1 a legacy to your 

children if you will. The plan of the writer is this. 

W e make it a rule that whatever'pecuniary misfor

tune occurs, a dozen good bottles shall be purchased 

and filled every year. Do not say, wife or daughter, 

that you can not afford to purchase a dozen bottles a 

year. Think a moment. Is there not some ornament 

or article of dress that could just as well be dispensed 

with, which would give pleasure only to yourself, 

the sacrifice of which would be pleasing 4o • many. 

You will be amply repaid for your self-denial in the 

beaming countenances of your father, husband and 

children as they gather around the table. Surely no 

person can experience more pleasure than that derived 

from being able to offer to the parched and fevered lips 

of the invalid the delicious peach or cooling rasp

berries. If our plan has never been tried, let us urge 

upon, you to commence at once, and if at first you 

don't Bucceed, try again. 

DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

BOILED INDIAN PUDDING.—In one quart of boiling 

milk stir enough meal to make a stiff batter; add one 

cup chopped suet, one egg, half i cup of sirup, salt, 

one cup of raisins or dried fruit. Boil in a bag two 

hours. Serve with cream or sauce. 

R E D C U R R A N T JELLY.—Put the currants into a jar, 

iu the oven, allowing them to remain till the juice is 

well out of them. If currants aro plenty, and you wish 

the jelly quite clear and of excellent color, strain' but 

gently; not mashing and squeezing the pulp as some 

do. To a pint of sirup .add a pint of well pounded 

white sugar made quite hot. Before adding the sugar, 

bqil the sirup very slowly for two minutes; then put 

in the hot sugar and bpil ten minutes. Pour into com

mon tumblers or small.basins,, and set to stand a while 

in the sua with a little gauze, or net placed over them 

to keep the insects out. When you are ready to store 

them, cut nice white paper, the size of the surface of 

the jolly; dip in brandy, if you have it, and place close 

upon the jelly. Cover the jars. 

RASPBERRY VINEGAR.—Every housekeeper should 

endeavor to have at least1 a small quantity of this 

delightful beverage. In cases of fevers it is indispen

sable, and will often' quiet and sooth when nothing else 

Will. Put two quarts of red raspberries, nice and fresh, 

into ajar, and pour over them a quart of good vinegar. 

Let it stand twenty-four hours. Strain through a flan

nel bag. Four this liquid over two mire quarts ol 

fresh berries, and again let it stand twenty-four hours. 

Strain again. Allow thiee-quarters of a pound' of loaf 

or good white sugar to every pint of juice. Stir well 

into the liquid, put into a stond jar, cover closely, and 

set to stand In a kettle of boiling water to be kept 

boiling for an hour. Strain it, and bottle ready for use. 

A tablespoonfull to a tumbler of Cold water is the 

manner of using it. 

To C O O K CODFISH.—Take a piece of fish about three 

Inches square. Freshen for five minutes in boiling 

water. Take it out, and shred very fine. Add one 

quart of milk and two tablcpoonsfull of cream. Set 

on the stove to boil, while you prepare thickening in 

the following way. Take a UbleBpoonfuIl of flour and 

a little butter and peppor. Mix well together, and add 

». very little milk or water to mako, a batter. This 

should be perfectly smooth and froe from all lumps. 

.Add to the milk,and fish, boil up,and serve. 

To PREVENT HOLWS'IN STOCSMOS.—Darn as soon as 

they become thin.- •" - '"•' • 
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T w o lovers stood upon the shore 

Of Massachusetts bay, 

Bidding a sad farewell, before 

Beth tore himself away. 

" I'll marry you when I come back, 

M y Sally Ann," Bays he; 

And then he took a little smack, 

And went away to sea. 

A LAWYER who prided himself upon his skill in cross-

examining a witness, had once an odd looking genius 

. upon, whom : to operate, "You say, sir, that the pris

oner^ a thief?", "Yes sir, because.she confessed it." 

"And you also swear that she bound shoes for you sub

sequent to the confession!", "I do, sir." "Then," 

giving a sagacious look to the court, " are we to under

stand that you employ dishonest persons to work for 

you even after their rascalities are known?" "Of 

course; how else, pray, could I get assistance from law

yers ?" The witness was peremptorily ordered to 

" stand down." 

A LADY writes us to know, why a gardener is the 

most extraordinary man in the world ? W e suppose it is 

because no man has more business on earth, and he al

ways chooses good ground for what 'he does. He com

mands his thyme, is master of the mint, and he raises his 

•celery every year. It is a: bad year that will not produce 

a plum. He meets more boughs than a' member of 

Congress. He makes raking his business, as many fine 

gentlemen do, but he makes1 it an advantage, both in 

his health and fortune which is seldom the ease; and 

gives heartsease to whom he,pleoses, and tho' he is plain 

in his own dress with his,baclielor's buttons,, yet he en

courages coxcombs and greatly admires prmce'-sjeatliers 

and the Pride of London. He with pleasure beholds his 

love,lies bleeding, under a weeping willow. • He is a great 

antiquarian haying in his possession, Adpim's needle, 

Soloman's seal, Jacob's Ladder, tree of life, the holy thorn, 

Venus' looking glass, and the pride of France. He has 

crossed the line oftener than any mariner in the United 

States, but his greatest pride and the world's envy is that 

he can yew whenever he,pleases., 

W A G G S went to the station, of one of the railroads the 

other evening,, a^d finding the,pest carriage full, said 

in a loud tone, " W h y this carriage isn't going." Of 

course these words caused a stampede, and, Waggs took 

the .best seat. The train soon moved off. In the midst 

of the indignation' the wag was questioned; 

" You said this carriage was'nt going." 

"Well, it wasn't then," replied Waggs, "but it is 
now." 

You OAN NEVER.—Boys and girls, what is It that you 

can never catch, though you Chase after it as on the 
wings of the wind ? 

You can never catch the word that has once gone 
out of your lips. Once spOken,~itIs ontof your reach; 
do your beat, you can never recall it, 
Therefore, take care what you say. 

A M A N coming home late one night a little more 

than "half seas over," feeling thirsty, procured a glass 

of water and drank it. In doing so he swallowed a 

small ball bf silk that lay in the bottom of tbe tumbler, 

the end catching his teeth. Feeling something in 

his mouth, and not knowing what it was, he began pul

ling at the end, and the little ball unrolling, he.soon 

had several feet in his hands, and still no end apparently, 

Terrified, he shouted at the top of his voice, "Wife! 

wife! I say wife, come here! I am unravelling!" 

A SUBSCRIBER writes to a Western editor—"I don't 

want your paper any longer." To which the editor re

plies—"I would not make it any longer if you did. Its 

present length suits me very well." 

AN Irishman came to Dr. Russell and said: "Arrah, 

docthor, it is no use at all to give me an emetic. I 

tried it twice in Dooblin, and it would not stay on my 

stomach either time." 

m <m m 

" I bequeath," said an Irishman, in his will, "to my 

beloved wife, all my property without reserve, and to 

my eldest son, Patrick, one-half of the remainder, and 

to Dennis, my youngest the rest. If anything is left It 

may go to Terrance McCarty." 

"I K N O W every rock on the coast," cried an Irish 

pilot. At that moment the ship struck, when he ex

claimed, "and that's one of them." 

ENIGMAS, RIDDLES, &c. 

My 5, 7, 8, is a domestic animal. 

M y 5 , 1, 8, is a kind of bed. 

M y 4, 7, 8, is an unpleasant animal. , 

M y 6, 7, 8, is a grain. 

M y 3, 7, 8, is to partake. 

M y 2, 7, 8, is a receptacle. 

My whole is a useful article of dress. 

What farmers often do to their cattle while plowing. 

That which Is often done to a horse's tail. 

Part of the neck of an ox. 

A kind of sheep. 

A stomach of a cow. 

A kind of harrow. 

A part of a watering can. 

The farmer's own fruit. 

The most useful metal to the farmer. 

Part of an animal's face. 

What farmers should have in Bummer. 

Part of an animal. 

A kind qf manure. 

Tho Initials of the proper answers taken in order will 

spell the most useful operation of farm work. 

M y 845, you do. " 

When nature tells you to. 

But'lf my whole you do deprive. 
Of second, third, fourth and fifth. 
It will be no use foryou to sow. 

For I am sure it will not grow. 
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(MftM's ®aMe« 
Prize Essays. 

WE have, with great care, made the following selec

tions for prize essays, to be published in T H E AM E R I 

CAN F A R M E R , and we make the offer, to send a dollar 

book to the person who will send us the best commu

nication or communications on any of these subjects. 

The writer to select the book he or she wishes. The 

essays should be short, as our space is limited. They 

should occupy not to exceed a page of T H E F A R M E R , 

or less. They must be sent in by the first of August, 

as we desire to publish them in the October number. 

They will be submitted to a competent committee, and 

those accepted will be published, and tbe books at once 

sent to those who send in the best. W e want plain, 

practical statements of facts, and we hope our readers 

will let us hear from them on all of these subjects. 

1. On buildings suitable for » large or small farm, 

with plans. 

2. On the importance of shelter for stock in winter. 

S. On winter work on the farm. 

4. O n fattening cattle and sheep in winter. 

5. On preparing fire wood for winter use. 

6. On preserving roots for winter use. 

7. On the best feed for stock in winter. 

8. On the management of stock in winter. 

9. On making and putting down butter for winter 

use. 
10. On curing pork and hams. 

11. On the different breeds of cattle. 

12. On the different breeds of horses. 

13. On the different breeds of sheep. 

14. On the differeut breeds of swine. 

15. On the breeding, rearing and fattening of pigs. 

16. On the management of fowls in winter, BO as to 

secure a full supply of eggs. 

17. The best method of improving exhausted land. 

18. H o w to keep up the fertility of the soil. 

19. On underdraining. 

20. On the best rotation of crops on a farm. 

SL O n the management and application of barnyard 

manure. 

22. On the recreation and amusement of farmers and 

their families in winter. 

23. On the modes, system, and local characteristics of 

farming in each of the different States—an essay from 

each 8tate. 

24. On the same in Canada. 

25. On Bee culture. 

Monroe County Sheep Festival. 

ON the 2d of May we had the pleasure of meeting a 

large number of the farmers of Monroe county, at 

their annual sheep shearing festival, which took place 

this year on the farm of I. J. Whitney, East Clarkson. 

The'day was exceedingly cold for the time of year, 

with a strong northwesterly wind blowing, and we 

pitted the poor animals which were shorn of their 

warm " overcoats." W e started early in the morning; 

had apleasant ride through twenty miles of the thickest 

settled land in Monroe county, and passed through 

large orchards on each side of the road for nearly the 

whole distance. The apple and peach orchards looked 

thrifty and showed the evidence of good cultivation. 

Here and there we saw one, into which it looked to us 

as if the light of the sun could never enter, and that 

the saw and knife Were unknown tools to the owner, or 

at least could not be found in his tool chest. Most of 

the trees would be improved by a free use of the 

knife or saw, as they are growing decidedly "top heavy,' 

and require a good deal of pruning. Many new orchards 

are set out, and several are just .coming into bearing. 

Winter wheat in many places looked well, but the land 

requires underdraining in many places, and we were 

glad to see a large number of tiles on some farms, 

which showed that the farmer knew the advantages to 

be derived from underdraining. 

On arriving at Mr. Whitney's we found about one 

hundred and fifty farmers gathered there, some of whom 

had .come a great distance. These annual gath

erings are looked forward, to by the farmers and farm

ers' wives, who generally accompany them, with great 

interest and expectation of having, a good social time. 

Mr. Whitney and his amiable wife had made every pre

paration for their guests, who where most cordially 

received, their spacious tables being loaded down 

with good things, and everybody felt perfectly at home. 

The fair of this year commenced with tbe appointment 

of Alvin Webster, of Ogdcn, chairman; D. W. Conk-

ling, Secretary, and Isaac Bowers, S. Warner, and F. 

Fosmire, weighing committee. The sheep, (MerinOB,) 

were then sheared in the following order: • 

N o w rs T H E T I M E T O G E T U P A CLUB.—Our offer to 

send T H B A M E R I C A N F A R M E R for the next six'months, 

for 50, or in clubs, at 37 1-2 cents each, is still open, 

and we hope our friends will send on what names they 

have, as fast as they get them. Our printed subscrip

tion lists began to come back to us filled with names, 

before we had finished mailing the last number, and 

we would return thanks to those who have already sent 

In clubs, and hope to hear soon from others. 

Ago of I Weight of I Weig'fc 
fleece. | sheep. | fleece. 

Years. | mo's, d'ys I lbs. 

W.Merritt g 
L-Itabcpck, ••••» 
H.Quivcy, " 
1. J. Whitney, ^ 
John Pierce, , » 
J. H. Vansicle, B 
L.Ji.'Whltney B 

j|,Qnivey, £ 
H. QUlvcy, " 
Pierce. & Fellows, J. 
H. Qnlvey B 
H.8.Mcrritt B 
Pierce & Fellows .Ja 
A. Jl'thbangh, B 
T Forrill, *• 

fi fl 1. 
4 
1. 
1 
?, 
?, 
8 
1, 
1, 
1, 

•>, « 1 

11 
12- 2 
12 
12 
11-14 
12-15 
12 
12 
12- 2 
11-H 
12 
11 
11-U 
12 
12 

182 
10T 
93& 
97% 
127 
10 
180 
104tf 
188& 
62 
lOSJi 
HOJf 
66 
100 
6SX 

18- 6 
19- 8 
18-08 
20-18 
18-18 
18-15 
18-1 
10-12 

Mr. Whitney carries off the largest fleece again this 

year, his three year old Spanish Merino, of last year, 

weighing 135 pounds, produced 28 pounds of wool. 

Tho meeting adjourned to meet the first Wednesday in 

May, 1867, at J. P. Milliner's Adam!s Basin. 
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Literary Notices, &c. 

THE PRACTICAL ENTOMOLOGIST. 

I N the April Number of T H E F A R M E R page 181, in cal

ling attention to this valuable work, we stated that it 

would be " distributed gratuitously to farmers and 

Others, who sent twelve cents postage." W e learn from 

the last number, just received, that owing to the in

creasing demand, the expenses of publication exceed 

the receipts from advertising, upon which it depended; 

and the society announces that all new subscribers 

must remit fifty cents for one year. Please make a 

note of this. 

THE EDINGBUEGn EEVIEW: Leonard Scott & Co., New 
York. 
The January, number of this able review is now.before 

us, with its table of contents, as follows: Modem 

Fresco Painting, the Youth of Cardinal Mazarin, Public 

Galleries and Irresponsible Boards; anEeonopiist of the 

Fourteenth Century, Recent Changes , in the Art of 

War, Boner's Transylvania, Was Shakspeare a Roman 

Catholic? Corn, and Cattle, The Erckmana Chatrian 

Novels, Mary Tudor, and Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, 

Extension of the Franchise. 

Blackwood's Edinburgh Review for March is out (see 

notice page 100 A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . ) 

THE' PRINCIPLES OF BIOLOGY. By Herbert' Spencer, 
author of the " Principles of Psychology," "Illustrations of Pro
gress," "First Principles," u Social Statistics," "Education" &c, 
Vol. 1. New York: D. Appleton &Co: For sale by Steele & 
Avery of this city, price $2.50. ..,.''•• 

The subj ect of Biology, or the science of life, now 

in course of publication; by Mi'. Herbert Spencer, is' to 

be treated in' two volumes, of which the present is the 

first. Vol. 2 will probably appear in'a few months. The 

aim of this work, is to set forth the general truths of 

Biology, as illustrative of, and as interpreted by the 

laws of evolution, the special truths being introduced 

only so far as is needful for elucidation of the general 

truths. 
THE COMPLETE FAKRIEE, OR HORSE DOCTOR.—A 
Guide for the Treatment of Horses-in ,all Diseases. . By John' 
C., Knowlson, an English Farrier.of Fifty Years' Experiencê  
Hinsdale, N. II.: Hunter & Co., Publishers. Price 15 cents, in
cluding postage, 16 any address. '' 

HOESE TAMING ;by a New Method, as practiced liyj. S. 
B'arey. Also rules' for Purchasing a Horse. Hinsdale, N. I-L: 
Hunter <te Co.. Publishers, 1866. Price 15 cents. Mailed post
paid on receipt'of price, '' 

These valuable little1 books should be in the hands 

of-evcry person who owns a horse. The one contains 

fpU ' instructions on training, managing, and feeding 

horses and colts; the other cqmplete directions for 

treating horses in all kinds of diseases. W e would' 

recommend our readers to get the two works, which 

will be sent to any address, postage paid, for only 25 

vents for the two: 

ESS Ay 8 ON THE SOILING OF CATTLE. Illustrated from 
• Experience, and an address, containing suggestions which may. 
b.< useful to farmers. By Josiah Qttincy. With a memoir of tho 
•author, by Edmund Quinoy. Boston: A. Williams & Go. '. 

, This work is a strong advocate of the soiling system 

for stock, and contains two prize essays. The first was 

prepared at the recjucst of the Massachusetts Agricul

tural Society, and the second at the request of the. 

trustees of the Norfolk Agricultural Society. They 

both aim to prove from experience the advantages of 

soiling over the common practice of pasturing. It is 

beautifully got up, in fine style and on good paper, and 

should be read by every farmer. 

HIGH FARMING WITHOUT 'MANURE. Six Lectures on 
, Agriculture; delivered at the Experimental Farm at Vincenafla, 
France, by M. George Ville. Boston: A. Williams & Co. Price 
80 cents. 

The researches' of M. Ville, who bos been making 

various experiments for a number of years are given in 

this book. ' Farm yard manure he states is not sufflci-

eiently abundant to restore to the soil all that is taken 

froin it. Ten years of assiduous observation and experi

ment led him to recognize that the aliment preferred 

by cereals, is nitrogen; by leguminous plants, potassa; 

by roots, phosphates. These are the preferred, but not 

the' exclusive elements, and that these three substances 

arc1 required by plattts, and even lime must be added. 

They are plain, simple statements ' of' facts, and are 

given in a course of lectures that ail can understand. 

W e are indebted to the Secretary of the Pensylvaniiv 

Horticultural Society for the transactions of the Spciety 

for the year 1865. 

DAIRYMEN'S REPORT.—We have received from 6. B. 

Weeks, Secretary of the American Dairymen's Associ

ation, a copy of the, first annual report, together with 

the report of the Ohio Dairymen's Association, for 

1865. The work is beautifully igqt up, and its con

tents and general make up confers great credit upon 

the Dairymen's Association. Copies, can be obtained 

by addressing the Secretary at Verona, N. Y. 

TRIAL OF MOWERS, &C— The New York State Agri

cultural Society have selected Auburn as the place to 

hold the trial of mowers, reapers, threshers, and other 

implements. The trial will commence July 10, and 

continue until every machine offered has had a thorough 

trial. 

MAGIC GRAIN BINDER.—This simple arrangement 

consists merely of a small iron hook with tarred twine, 

a specimen.of which can be seen in our office. , A man 

with this arrangement can bind very fast with no loss 

of time. It ties up a sheaf to perfection. Manufac

tured by Gibbud, Bros., Waterbury, Conn. 

X. A. W I L L A R D , of Little Falls, N. Y., has sailed for 

Great Britain for the purpose of gathering all the in

formation in regard to cheese and butter making that 

he can obtain for tho American Dairymen's Association 

N E W YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.—The 

next annual fair of this Society will be held at Saratoga 

Springs, Sept 11-14. 

T H E Canada Provincial Fair will be held this year at 

Toronto, Sept 25-28. 

— •• l» Hi , 

T H E highest fountain in the world is on the estate of 

the Duke of Devonshire—Its hight 2C7 feet. 
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.Notes on tbe Weather, from April 15tl» to 
M a y 15 tli. 

i "THE temperature is one great subject of interest. 

As the first half of April had been very warm, so the 

last half continued to be. The mean heat was 51.6 o, 

or4.40:above the general average, 47J1.J and the heat 

of the month was 48.79, or 4.5° above the due aver

age. With heat above the general mean, and with "moder

ate rain except on the 23d. The last half had been 

pleasant on the whole. The coldest morning of the 

last half was 33°, on tbe 26th; but the coldest day, 

86.3o, w a s the 24th. The hottest noon, 85<=, on the 

20th, gave the hottest day, 72°, an exceedingly hot day 

for the season. Only one hotter had occurred in the 

29 years previous, in this half, 88 o, at noon, April 25th, 

lSJff, and its day, 75 °. The midday heat rarely exceeds 

80° in the last half of April. 

The water fallen was 3.10 inches in the month, of 

which 2.78 inches fell from 8 A. M. of the' 23d, with 

snow in the evening, and on the next day to 10 o'clock 

only snow, all which soon disappeared. This storm 

was a great relief .to tbe country, as it extended over 

New England as well as this State, and to the south 

and west The slight shower of the 14th, ended With a 

splendid rainbow at sunset of full half circle and very 

brilliant colors. On the 16th, a fine aurora; borealis at 

the north, a bright auroral cloud with shooting pillars 

from 8 o'clock to 10, when the areh which had risen 

from the upper part of the cloud, passing towards the 

zenith, broke into parallel lines two, or three degrees 

long, and lying from north towards the equator, slowly 

vanished. 'The, work of the farmers made fine progress. 

Lilac began to show its leaves, about the 17th,. and also 

the Missouri (Golden) currant. Early cherries began 

to flower on the 22d, but no progress for nCar a week, 

proves the power of the rain and snow storm and cooler 

weather, when the blossoms came out fully, at the close 

of the month. The wild early flowers, trailing arbu

tus, spring beauty, & c , had also appeared. .Many windy 

days and dusty. 

The water of rain and snow in these four months of 

this year amounts to 9.68; (inches, which cxcecdB the 

general average by nearly one inch, a result not antici

pated. 

Of these four pionthsthe mean temperature is'|i.5'o 

only—near half a degree below the general average, 

and the cold periods have not been so severe as before. 

The cq^d of, January 8th, 1860, was 6eyere, the mean 

being fully two-thirds of a degree below zero. But in 

1859, Jan, 10, tne, mean of the day was 6.7 ° below zerô  

of 1857, Jan. 18th, was 6.3 ° below; and of 1855,{Feb. 

6, was 13.7 below. 

M A Y . — T h e first week, of May was. cool, and the seci 

ond warmer; and of,the first 15 days, the moan tem

perature was 51.5 °, or 1,5 ° below the general average. 

The coldest morning was 37=>, coldest noon, 44°, and 

hottest noon, 80 o on the 12th, which was the hottest 

day, 69 o. Little rain fell till the 13th, when there was 

nearly an inch of water, and in the half mOuth 1.19 

itches. Vegetation lias made gbod, not rapidprogVess; 

grass and wheat grown finely; cherries blossomed 
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' .'-frr j-fsis f T: v*i • : 
abundantly j pears and apples have begun to flower, 
and peaches are only a little in advance of them. Lilac, 

white and purple, just begun to flower; Golden,or Mis

souri currant full in bloom; honeysuckle just begin

ning to open Many of the Sugar Maples bear no ffojwers 

this year; horse eh esnut opening'some blossoms and 

yellow buckeye fully in flower. 

' A frost occurred on the 14th and 15th, not heavy, 

except in low grounds ; it is yet to be seen' whether 

the fruit haB been injured; probably, it ,has not 

Whose are the seasons ? and from whom should be 

gratitude ? 

B A C K NUMBERS.—Each number of T H E F A R M E R is 

stereotyped, so that we can at all times supply back 

numbers toany extent. All who subscribe will receive 

the entire volume. Any numbers that miss in the 

mails we shall, be pleased to replace at any time'. T H E 

A M E R I C A N F X R M E R for one year will make a beautiful 

volume of 384 pages, filled with the experience of 

practical farmers, and profusely embellished with .first-

class engravings. 

WE hope our readers will bear in mind, our offer to 

send the paper on trial, to any address, for the remain

der of the year fp^ fifty cents, air in clubs, at only 371-2 

cents each. W e earnestly request all of our subscri

bers to assist us in circulating T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R 

among'their friends and neighbors; and now is a good 

time to interest them, and get them to give it a trial. 

Those who wish can have the back numbers from Jan

uary, as we stereotype T H E F A R M E R , and can at all times 

supply them ; or if they prefer to subscribe now for a 

year, they eau.have it, from July 1866, to July, 1867, 

for only one dollar. Let, all who receive this number 

tryand send one or more names. 

If any of our readers .have failed to receive any of the 

back numbers, we shall,be glad,to be informed of the 

fact,'and will replace any that are missing. 

To ADVERTISERS.—All advertisements should be re

ceived on or before the 20th: of the month, to Insure 

insertion in the following month. 

SEE our list' of prize essays on page 193, and let us 

hear from you on one or more of these subjects. Good 

short practical ideas are what we want. Shall we have 

them? , __ 

MESSRS EDS.:—I have but little education, as, you 

will gee fton} my writing, but I like your.paper so'well 

thati ;cahno't help'letting you know it. I am just 

starting out in,the ;wo»ld, and havo but little capital. 

Hence, I will pay close attention, to what I find in Tnp 

FARMER, c6nbornlng 'a' few acres and largo 'profits; or 

in'other words I1 have but few acres of land, and wish 

fo know how to t}114t to,,the best advantage It is in

teresting to me to read about bees, as I have one hive, 

and wish them to increase.—M., Ind. 

Thanks, friend M., foryourkind letter W e shall try 

to comply with ypur wishes, and pleased to Jiear that 

yoStilce the fa^err;'~''' 
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T H E MARKETS. 

*" ROCHESTER May 28, 1866. 

F L O U R — W h i t e wheats $15<&$16\ Bad, $11@14. Extra 
State, $&60®$S>. 

GRAIN-White wheat, 800c. Red, 275©28ftc. Corn, 80c. 
Barley, 86@90c. Oats, 56a Rye, S0@90c 
PROVISIONS—Mess pork, $81.50© $82.50. Lard, 28c. Butter, 

25©3Sc Eggs, 16c. Chickens. 20@22c Turkeys, 20@22c. 
Cheese, 20@'24c. Potatoes, $1@1.25. 

SEW YOBK. May 22. 

F L O U R — T h e market for State and Western flour Is a shade 
.firmer, with only a moderate demand. Sales—Superfine State, 
«T@$S. Extra State. .$7.95®$3.40. Choice State, $8.45@$9.30. 
Superfine Western, $7@$8. C o m m o n to medium extra Western, 
$8©$9. Common to pood shipping brands extra round hoop 
Ohio, $9(g#9.65—the market closing quiet Canadian floor shone 
firmer, but quiet, at $8.G5©$9.65 for common, and $9.70@$12.90. 
G R A I N — N e w Amber Mich, 215c White Michigan, 800c. Rye, 

quiet; at 8Gc for Western and 115c for Canada. Corn, 82@85c. 

Special Notices. 

Tfre PRINCESS ALEXANDRA'S CHRISTMAS GITT.—An English pa
per tells a little story of the Princess Alexandra, which admirably 
Illustrates her domestic habits, her amiable disposition, and kind
ness of heart. Crossing the hall of Marlborough House, late oho 
afternoon,a few days before Christmas,Her Royal Highness observ
ed a young girl of singularly delicate and refined appearance, wait
ing, and also standing, though evidently fatigued and faint 
The Princess kindly told her to sit down, asked her errand, and 

discovered that she had brought home some little garment 
which had been ordered for the children, and which the Princess, 
who is much interested in Sewing Machines, and understands 
their merits, had desired should be made upon the Grover & 
Baker Machine. Interested in the modest intelligent appear
ance and gentle manner of the girl, Her Highness desired ner to 
follow her to her room, which she did, without the remotest idea 
who the beautiful, condescending lady was. 

After an examination of the articles, the Princess flBked who it 
was that had executed tho work. Tho girl modestly confessed 
that she herself had done the most of it. The Princess said it 
was done very nicely, and finally drew from her protege the sim
ple facte of her condition; bow she had an Invalid mother, w h o m 
she was obliged to leave ail alone, while she went to (he shop to 
work; how tho fashionable rage for the Grover & Bilker Sewing 
hod suggested to her to become a finished operator on the Grover 
& Baker machine, with the hope, oh, very, very far distant, 
that some timo she might own a machine of her own, and be 
able to work at home, and earn something more than bread for 
her pour sick mother. 
The Princess rang the belK ordered a bottle of wine, some bis* 

cults and oranges to be packed and brought to her. Meantime 
she had risked the wondering, bewildered child, for she was little 
more, where she lived, and took down the address upon her tab
lets with her ovyn hand. She then gave her the delioacles which 
had been put into a nrait little basket, and told her to take them 
to her mother. 
On Christmas morning, Into tho clean apartment of the Invalid 

mother and her astonished and delighted daughter, was borne a 
handsome Sowing Machine, with a slip of paper, on which were 
the words: *' A Christmas Gift from Alexandra."—2T, Y. Sour-
doir. ADVERTISEMENTS. 
S A T E S O F ADVKKTISISG—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a line per 

month.; one column, each insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver

tisements nml cuts inserted at the same rates. Special notices, 

80 cents a line. 

PIIE8KRVE YOUR FRTT1T. 

SPENCEE'S 

PATENT SELF-SEALING 

FRUIT JARS. 
THE MOST RELIABLE, 

I A. Perfect Success. 

I The Easiest to Open and Close. 

I Will Produce the Greatest and Host 
I Perfect Vacuum, wlthont Which 
' Fruit will not Keep. 
I W * Consult your interests and buy 

^ ^ ao other. Wholesale headquarters, No. 
!* Exchange at 

n>r-St COLXMANfclABIM. 

PLANER, BRAUNSD0RF & Co., 
SUCCESSORS TO 

PLANER & KETSEE' NOISELESS LOOK STITCH 

©IEWIIYO MACHINE. 

TTTITJI PATENT BINDING 
VV GAGE, which bpre off the 

M E D A L at the Fair of the Amer
ican Institute. In 1365, over thir
ty-seven competitors, for its sim-
ftlicity„ durability, beauty of fln-
sh, nod great range of work; and 

• was awarded the highest prise; 
tho Committee pronouncing it the 
best Straight Needle Machine la 
the world It Is free from the fol
lowing great objections: 1. Rat
tling Cogwheels; 2. Curved Nee
dles; 8. Fatigue to Operators; 1 
Liability te get out of order;ft. 
Unnecessary expense, trouble and 
loss of ttttte In repairing; $, Disa

greeable noise in running; 7. Heavy Cams; & Every luehineli 
warranted to do as represented, or (n all cases the money will be 
refunded. So there Is no risk In buying. For fine Family Sew
ing, Merchant Taliors«Mannfactnrer8 of Clothing, Coat, Vest and 
Pant makers. Gaiter Fitters, Shoe Makers, Harness Makers, Car
riage Trimmers, and on all kinds of Cloth and Leather work, It 
has no equal. Believe not what agents and Trnvoling Pedlars, 
of other Machines may tell you, but call and see the 

PLANER, BRANSD0RF & CO.'S MACHINES 
before purchasing elsewhere, as we court investigation, and take 
great pleasure In showing these late improved machines. All 
those Interested will please call at the General State Agency, 
where will always be found a full assortment, varying In price 
from $60, to $150, according to finish, the Sewing Qualities being 
the same in all machines. So on a $60 machine you can sew as 
well ns you can on a $150 one. 
All kinds of stitching done at this office, on cloth or leather, by 

competent operators. Silk, Needles, Twist Thread, Oil, and the 
best of all kinds of Machine Findings always on hand. 

I WAIVT AGENTS 
in all the different Towns In the State for the sale of these beau
tiful Machines. Also agents wnnted for the sole of 

EUSSES PATENT S0ISS0ES SHAEPEKEE& 
Every lady wants one, as any one can sharpen the dullest shears 
and scissors In one minute. Agents can make from $9 to $16 s 
day selling these useful little Articles. 

Call, or address with stamp. 

CHARLES 8. HALL, 
General State Agent for 

Planer, Bransdorf A Co.'a Florence Machine, and 

Russe's Patent Scissors Sharpener, 

Ju 29 S T A T E STREET, R O O H E S T E * , N. T. 

N1 E V P O U L T R Y B O O K . — B O U N D IK MUS
LIN—$1.00. Paper cover only FIFTY CENTS. Ever/ 

person who keeps POULTRY should have 

THE AMERICAN POULTRY GUIDE, 
CONTAINING A. 

FULL DESCRIPTION OF ALL PURE BRED POULTRY, 

The Best Fowls for Laying, the Best for Hatching, the 
Beet for Market, and the Beet Game for the Pit J 

ALSO 

HOW TO TftEAT TITEU TOE DISEASES, HOW TO SELECT THEM WBXH 

COMMENCING IN TBE BUSINESS, nOW TO FATTEN THEM 

FOB THE BASKET, HOW TO HATE A GOOD 

BUPK.T OF EGGS FOE TBE WINTEE, M . 

ILLUSTRATED WITH TWENTY" CUTS. 

BY E. A. WENDELL, 

The Amerloaa Poultry Fancier. 
Ju-K Albany, N. Y. 
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NEW POULTRY BOOK. 

BOULTRT, EGGS, AND DOGS, TOE SALE. 

THE AMERICAN POULTRY GUIDE. 

Bound in Muslin, $1.00. Paper .Cover only 50 Cents 

EVEEY PEESON WHO KEEPS P0TTC.TBY SHOULD. 

H A V E ONE. 

White Face Black Spanish, Black Refi and Pyle Game, 

Silver and Black Hamburghs, Black and Silver 

Polands, $T.dO to $10.00 per pair} 

$10.00 to $15 per trio. 

Fx-eslx Eggs 

From any of'the above—1 Doz., $3.00; 2 Doz. $5.00; 

5 Doz., $10.00—Carefully Packed and Sent as 

directed. 

I Newfoundland Dog, I Year old, and I 
English Coach Dog, 15 months old. 

The beat marked Coach Dog in this country. Each $25.00. 

Address, E . A. W E N D E I 1 , 

ju-2t B o x 932, Albany, N. Y . 

V O L U M E III. N U M B E R 1. 

HOURS AT HOME 
The M a y nnmlser begins the second year of HOTTBS A T H O M E . 

The twelve numbers alrea/y issued contain over two Jiundred 

articles by'very many of tbe ablest and most popular 'Writers in 

this country and in Europe. For the new year the conductors of 

fiouES A T HQUE announce the following 

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS: 

A serieB of papers on EUEAL TOPICS, by 

Donald G. Mitt lie 11, ("Ik. Marvel,") 

Will be commenced in the June number. Also a series by 

Dr. J. G. Holland, ("Timothy Tltcomb.") 

And by 

Rev. Dr. Bushnell. 

TEEMS.—$8.00 a year; six copies for $15.00; thirteen for 
$80 00. The first year, elegantly bound in 2 vols. (1,200 pages, 12 
engravings,) $2.50 each, post paid. For $5.00 either volume, and 
a year's subscription; for $1.00, both volumes, and a year's sub
scription. 

PBEMTUM.—WHEELER * WILSON'S SEWING MA
C H I N E for twenty subscribers, ($60.) 

A M a s o n & H a m l i n Cabinet Organ worth $110, for 

sixty-five subscribers, ($195,) and one worth $170 for one hun

dred subscribers, ($*00.) 

O. 8CEIBNEE & CO., New York, Publishers. Jn-lt, 

P R O F . J O H N S O N ' S F E R T I L I Z E R . 
W I L L MOEE THAN DOUBLE YOUR CEOPS AND 

Vegetables. Twenty to thirty days sooner. It is recom
mended by the bert.&rmew in the State. It's products have 
taken the first premiums in oil the States and conntiea where 
exhibited. Manufactured » d for sale by J O E J H S O B * OABFEJITEB, 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Send for » circular tod directions. Agents 
wanteST J"-2' 

P U R E F L O U R O F U N B U R N E D B O N E . 
T H E BOSTON ' MILLING AND MANUFACTURING 

Company ai'e the sole owners of tho only machinery by 
which i ' 

Pure Flour of U n b u m e d Bono 
can be made. The members of this Company and their agents, 
are^i gentlemen 6f;ihe highest Commercial standing and res
ponsibility, and they guarantee every package marked with 
their trade mark, (none genuine without, it,) to contain nothing 
but Pure Unburned Bone, except 5 per cent of salt to preserve 
it. This supEHioa M A N U B P may be obtained .and. used without 
the least danger, of the adulterations and frauds described in 
the agricultural papers heretofore extensively practiced, by 
"fraudufiuleni'muwiifacturers and unscrupulous sellers" of 
bone fertilizers. 
Orderafor Flour, of Bone should be sent as follows :— 

g W " From that part of N e w York lying west of the Hudson 
Btver, the Caiadas, and all'States west of Ohio and Late Erie, 
to ; . B E I G G S & BEO., Eochester, N. T. 

E^fFrom Northern Ohio, Erie county, and tbe Oil:Torritory 
in Pennsylvania, to., * B. H.- STAIR, & CO., Cleveland, .0. 

^ " F r o m the Southern States, to 
. J O H N 6. R E E S E & CO.,' Baltimore, 

jrjg1-From all other territory, to 
••' C. H. G A R D N E R , Agent for the Company, 

10 Cortlandt Street, N e w York. 

g^~Seo former advertisements in this paper. 

^""Pamphlets containing prices, directions for use, analysis, 
testimonials, & c , sent free to all applicants. / : ju-lt 

S H E E P H O L D E R . 
F O E HOLDING SHEEP, WHILE TAGGING, PAEING, 

or doctoring feet. , 

Every Wool Grower Wants It. 

Farm rights. Holder furnished. $5. 

For farm, county and State rights, apply to patentees, 

ELDER & BAKEE, 
.ju-lt* Huntington, Lorain Co., O. 

T H E S P H I N X . 
m H E EGYPTIAN MYSTERY OF 2,000 YEARS AGO, AS 
_L exhibited by modern magicians. Is it a myth? 1B it hu
man f Ia it an optical delusion ? Is it electrical'? What is it ? 

860 MEEBYMAN'S MONTHLY FOE JUNE! 
Puzzles and Greenback Prizes every month. Send IB cents for 
sample, or 85 cents for three months trial. Sold by all doalers. 

J. C. HANEY & CO., 
] u 109 Nassau St., New York. 

S E C R E T S W O R T H K N O T T I N G . 

A COLLECTION OF VALUABLE EECEIPES ON VARI

OUS subjects, very few of which are to be hau. elsewhere. 
Receipts for all kinds of patent modicraes, perfumery, toilet 
articles soaps, wines, cordials, delicious beverages, candles of all 
kinds and innumerable articles in universal demand. It is an 
excellent work for druggists, storekeepers and others, who desire 
to manufacture popular and saleable articles which givo an ex
tremely liberal profit. Every one will find it useful ior rofer 
ence Price 25 cents. - Sold by all booksellers, or sent post paid 
on receipt of price. Address, H A N E Y & CO., 109 Nassau 
St., N e w York. , i . 3" G I B B U D , B R O S . , M A G I C G R A I N B I N D E R . 
F O E BINDING RYE, WHEAT, OATS, COEN STALKS, 

&c, with which one man can do. tho work of two. It la 
also a great Bavlng of grain, and will last for years. S ' • • 

price #1.35 Per Hundred. 

A sample, with circular containing particulars, will be sent free 
to any one sending us' 15 cents. Send early; that your ordors 
may be filled in time for harvest. Address, 
, «,- • ' • ' , ! G I B B U D , BEOS., Watorbnry, Ot. 

ROGUES AND ROGUERIES OF NEW TfORK. 
A WOEK SHOWING UP ALL THE TRICKS AND 
A ' traps of great cities, fully exposing the operations of sharp
ers and rascals of every kind ;Talso exposing all the swindles and 
humbugs carried on through the maff, or by perambulating and 
travelling operators. This is tbe 5 5 * work of the kind issued. 
S the « w dodges are exposed. Illustrated. Price 25 cents. 
Sold by all booksellers, or sent, post paid, on receipt of price. 

Address H A N E Y if CO., 109Na»sau St., N e w York. ju 
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T A K E Y O U R C H O I C E ! . . ,. 
O F A FIFTY-FIVE- DOLLAR SEWING MACHINE— 

either Wheeler & Wilson, or Grover & Baker, for the 
names of Sixteen N e w Subscribers to 

THE NEW YORK OBSERVER, 
•<rith the money ($56) for one year in advance. 

A model paper.—Recorder^ (Du QUOID, 111.) 

Well worth tho price—Independent, (Gray ville, Hi.) 

A better is not published.—Ovroniele, (Greensburg, Ind.) 

A splendid paper.— Union. Press, (Lawrenceburg, Ind.) 

Ahead of all in editorial ability —Rural American, Utica, N. T. 

"WE ARE SENDING MACHINES EVERY DAY. 

From Freeport, L. I. 
" I would also thank you for the Sewing Machine, all in good 

-order. W e like it, and thank you for it, and for sending it so 
promptly. The papers alsg came. I expect to send you more 
names. Every one likes The Observer? 

Sample copies and Circulars sent to any address/ree. 

Terms, $3.50 a Tear, In Advance. 

my-2t 
SIDNEY E. HOESE, Jr., & CO., 

37 Park Row, New York. 

P E A S ! P E A S ! ! 
"VTOW m STORE, AND READY FOR OUR CUSTOM-
_LN «rs, at Rapalje's Genesee Seed Store, Rochester, N. Y — 

150 bushels Canada Creeper (field). Peas, 
. 200 bushels .Black, Eye Marrowfat Peas, , 

200 bushels Early Washington Pens, . 
100 bushels Daniel 0"Rourke Peas, 
100 Early Emperor Peas, 
CO biisliels' Dwarf Blue Imperial Peas, 
60 bushels Prize Taker Peas. 

ALSO 

150 bushels Timothy Seed, best quality— 
Zo bushels Red Top and Blue Grass, 

25 bushels Orchard GrasB. 

SPRING WHEAT, 

And a FULL ASSORTMENT of ALL, the leading kinds of Garden and* 
Flower Seed, Agricultural Implements aud Machines, the best 
that can be found tn thiB section. my 

THE KEDZBE FILTER 
I has been used many years throughout fhe United 
I States, and its merit fully established ftp posses-
| ing evory VRACTto.A.i.andBoi*NTiFio arrangement 
I for tho objects desired, namely, rendering tho 
I most impuife. Rain, River, or Hydrant water free 
I from all organic matters, gases, color, taste or 
| amoJk ,, . .«,, 

They arc portable, durable anjd CQnvenlent^not 
I liabli to get out of order, and can be transported 
| any distance in safety. ' -

Address, KEDZIE & BUNNEL, 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Descriptive circulars sent free. mh-tf 

m H E M O T H E R ' S J O U R N A L . 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE! 
For Mothers and the Household, 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF PER YEAR! 
AGENTS WANTEh 

In, every Church, Town and Village, to secure subscribers. Direct 

all letters to M O T H E R ' S J O U R N A L 

Fcb'ytf. 488 Broadway, N e w York. 

• O H C\C\Ct A N G E R Q U I N C E STOOKS-SJEC-
ZlKJ,\JU\J ONI)CLASS, *12.por'100. AdirondackGrams, 
1 ycar7old, |80 per 100. Lawton Blackberry, $20 per 1,000. Wil
son's Albany Strawberries, $4 per L000. Norway Spruce, 1 to 8 
feet, stocky, $15 per 100. A few hundred Plum'trecs,**0 per 
100. A few hundred Cherry trees, $45. 10,000' Apple trees, four 
years old, nice, $120 per 1,000. 6,000 Dwarf Peats, three years 
old, $250 per 1,000. - ' 

SALTER & ANTHONY, 
»P-tf Koobestcr.'N. Y. 

I I V S T J T I E XIV T I I E B E S T . 

THE UNION MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 
C O M P A N Y , Boston, Jilae*. Second to none. So forfeiture 

of policies. H o litigation-W claims. Henry Crocker, President: 
W . H. Hollister, Secretary. 

Assets,,Dec, 31,1805 $1,580,877 
Increase since December,. 1S64 4pft000 
Losses paid to date ' $44,000 
Dividends 600,0l» 
Amount insured thereby ;...... 15,54o\7ro 

This Company having been incorporated in 1845, is now one 

of the 

Oldest, Safest and Best, Life Insurance Companies in the 

United States I 

The security of its investments and the economy of Its general 
management have successfully commended it to the confidence 
of the public, and made 

THE HISTORY OF ITS PAST ITS PEOMISE FOE THE 

FUTUEE. 

It issues all the ordinary forms of policies, and has some plans 
of insuring, ORIGINAL w m i ITSELF, to which public attentionis, 
invited. 

f8P"tJnllke others Mutual Companies, it combines in itself thai 
advantages of both the stock.ana mutual plana, Its pollpv holders 
thus sharing in all its profits, (which are large.) and dl the same 
time rendering it impossible for the Company to assess them for 
its losses. Call before Insuring elsewhere. 
' Examination is invited. *' 

GEOEGE N. REYNOLDS, General Agent, 

Office, 83 Arcade, Eochester. 
Address—Box 525, Post Offloe. 

W . S. Campbell, agent Orleans County, No. 21 Burrows Block, 
(up stairs,) Albion. '' 

R. E. Hill, agent, Genesee and Wyoming Counties. 

•William Woodbury, agent, Canandaigua, Ontario County, ap-tf 

WOB EVERY FABJIEB AND HORSE 
_D OWNER.—Just published, 

The Complete Farrier and Horse Doctor, 

giving the best and most useful remedies for every disease to 
which the Horse is subject. 64 pages, price 15 cents. Also, 

Horse Taming, with Rules for Selecting Good Horses 

Breaking Colts, Feeding, &c. 

64 pageB, Illustrated, price 15 cents. Either of tho above milled 
free for 15 cents each, or both for 25 cents, by 

H U N T E R & CO.. Publisher*, 
my-8t 'I Hinsdale, N.H. 

$25 B A R T L E T T S E W I N G M A C H I N E . 825 
LICENSED under patents of Howe, Wheeler & Wilson, Gro

ver & linker,' tmd Singer Oo.'s. and flfe only Choap Machine 
in the United States, having the right to use tho Wheeler & Wll-
Bon or four motion Under-Feed. 
W o want Agents to soil them. Will pay $50 to $200 per 

month, or allow largo commissions. Will send machines, to be 
paid for when soli For Circulars, Terms, &c., enclose stamp 
and address, P A G E B R O T H E R S , 

GENERAL AGENTS. 
at cither of our offices, Philadelphia, Pa.; Toledo, O.; or St. 
Louis, Mo. •' . t < 
Sows with double or single thread.—Scientific Amer'-n. my-2t 

C H E A P P O U L T R Y B O O K . 

rpHE AMATEUR'S POULTRY GUIDE-By E. 
X A. Wehdcll. " The American Poultry Fancier." Now In 
press and will Boon be issued for tho low price of BO cents. Send 
your order and stamp for oircular. Address; 

E. A. WENDELL, 
_ . •> Albany N. Y„ 

. _B** All kinds of Poultry, Pigeons anfl Babbits for sole. Bend 
stamp for circular. mh-tf 

B E A N S A N D C O R N . 
N O W IN STOEE— 

76 Bushels pure White Mountain or Marrow Beans, 
69 Bhsbeta pure Early Ring Philip Heed Corn, 
60 Bushelspuro Early Dntten Seed Corn, 
28 Bushels pure White Flint Seed Corn—at 

m y RAPALJE'S Seed Store, Rochester, N. Y. 

G O O D R I C H S E E D L I N G P O T A T O E S . 

THE GARNET CHILI—FIVE DOLLARS PER BAK-

rel, at the Genesee Seed Storo, Rochester, N. Y. my-tf 
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WOODEUFFS NO. 2. 

IMPROVED PORTABLE 

BAROMETER! 
Every Intelligent farmer knows 

I the Value of a good Barometer, par-
| ticularly in haying and ,,.harvest, 
•when its indications of a coming 

I storm will often enable hfin to save 
valuable crops-from damage and: 

[waste, and repay many times its 
cost. Thews js ̂ hardly a business 
r occupation in which a Barometer i 

| will notprove useful and protitable. 
Since, by the invention of tho 
Woodruff Instrument, 
I they are made ( safely portable, so 
I that a very beautiful and nicely lin-
| ished Barometer, correct in'princi
ple, and perfect in construction, can 
be readily obtained by all at a very 

I small cost, their use is becoming 
| universal. 

*' It is the best Barometer for gen- J 
| era! use.1' 

American Agriculturist., 
uIt is really a pood, practical, por-
| table Barometer.1' ••••'.'•;'• 

Scientific American. 
"The very best Barometer, and 

I very cheap.1' 
Mother's Journal 

AGENTS WANTE? .EVERYWHERE; 
Sc nd stamp for circulars. 
Ail kinds, sizes and styles of 

Theimometers of Superior Quality1 

and Finish, constantly on .hand or 
made to order. • 
Address, C H A K L E S W I L D E R , 

Petcrboro, M". H.: 

r p m 2 G R E A f FAMILY SEWING MACHINE. 

E L A S T I C S T I T C H 

SEWING MACHINES 
Aire Superior to all others for the following reasons: 
1. They sew direct from the spools, and require no rewinding 

of thread. , .,...., .. 
2. They are more easily understood aud used, and less liable to 

derangement than other maohines. 
8. They are capable of executing perfectly, without change of 

adjustment, a much greater variety of work than any other 
machjne. ! 

4. The stitch made by these machines Is much more firm, 
elastic and durable, cspoolally upon articles which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch. 
6. This stitch, owing to the manner in which the thread is in

wrought, is much the most, plump and beautiful in use, and 
retains this plumpness and beauty even upon articles frequently 
washed and ironed until they are Worn out. 
6. The structure of the seam is such that, though It be cut or 

broken at intervals of oilly a few stitches, it will neither open, 
run, or ravel, but remain firm and durable. 

7. Unlike other machines, these fasten both ends of the seam 
by their: own.operation.. •-. t . t •> 
8. With these machines, while silk is used upon the right or 

moo side of the seam, cotton may be used upon the other side 
without lessening the strength or durability or the seam. This 
can be done on no other machine, and Is a great saving upon all 
articles stitched or made up with silk. 

9. These maehines, in addition to their superior merits a* 
Instruments for sewing, by a change of adjustment, easily learned 
and practised, execute the most beautiful and permanent em
broidery and ornamental work. 

GEOVEB A BAKE S 9. M. CO. 
496 Broadway, Hew York, ip-tf or, 4* StatrSfc, Boehester. 

F11IT BASKET 
Beecher'sPatent, IVXay 31, 1864. 

OR convenience1 in picking-Small Fruits, and. for their sal 
traasportation to market, and beauty of arrangement whe 

sale, the 

TOElVEEIEi' UTRTJIT BASKET 

F 

has no equal. The Horticultural Exhlbitio 
Institute, held at Cooper Union last season, : 

of the American 
varded the 

FIRST AND ONLY PRIZE'! 
T O ' T H E S E B A S K E T S , 'and our most'experienced Fruit raiser* 
and dealers, give them the 

PREFERENCE OVER ANY OTHER BASKET IN MARKET 

Sold by the trade generally,: nd* by the Manufacturers. 
A BEECHER & SONS, 

' Westville, Conn. 
Feb-6t. 

B 
MARK 

9" Send Stamp for Circular! 

ATGH'S RATF-RONE SUPERPHOS
PHATE .OF LOIR—Bough & Sbns, Inventors and Solo 

Manufacturers,,. Philadelphia. This 
MAHU1! K 

has been before thev Agricultural pub
lic for ' •.'.« • • . . • . • • 

TWELVE YEARS PAST. 
under one name and one proprietor
ship.. 
It has been used upon all crops 

with remarkable success',' and by 
thousands of farmers in the Atlantic 
States. A trial will convince any 

farmer who has riever used W,'of its value as a manure, which we 
would ask all those to make upon their Spring Crops. 

• ' "BATJGHMSROTIIEES & CO., •" 

, . • .„ , i, t 181. Pearl Street, N. T. 
General Wholesale Agents. 

£ ^ ~ This old established manure can be had of dealers in all 
important towns, tpwinom we rocommend tanners toapply. my-8t 
•piJRlE B R E D POULTRY. 

Eggs for Hatching, for Sale. 

WHITE FACE BLACK SPANISH, PYLE CAME, BLACK 
BED GAME, GREY DORKINGS, and BRAMA 

POOTRAS, 

Each $7 to $10 per pair; $10 to $15 per trio, 
according to age and size. 

Fresh Eggs from any or all the above, $3 per dozen j two 
dozen, $5 j five dozen, $10.—Carefully packed and 

':' sent in their turn. 

'Send stamp for circular. 

mh-tf 

E. A. WENDELL, 
Albany, S. T. 

FLOWER AND VEGETABLE SEEDS. 
rvTICK'S ILI.IJ8TUATEP CATALOGUE,OF SEEDS.-. 
I V Floral Guide for 1806—is nbw published, and contains a 
full description of tho choicest floral treasures of tjie Woi'ld, and 
the best vcctables, with plain directions for culture. Illustrated 
with a colored bouquetto and fifty wood engravings, of the new
est and best flowers, and containing about 'seronty page*,' Sont 
to all who apply, enclosing Ten Cents, which Is not half the cost. 
Mowers from seeds sold by me, obtained tho first prizes at tho 
brinclnnl State M r s , and hundreds of County Fairs, tho past. 
jinmmer. Address, J A M E S Y10K, Rochester, N. Y. m y 
RUSS' PATENT SCISSORS SHARPENER. 
T T I V E R Y I.ADY should have one. All canvassers and 
!rL agents can make money sailing this, useful little article 
without'interfering with other business. Sample sent by mail fov 
BOcent" AddressV P. Peek. IS Gold street. N e w York; G. W . 
gills, 94 Stato street, Albany; or C. S. Hall, 29 State street, 
oche»tor,S.Y. •»»* 
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SUBSCRIPTION FOR HALF VOLUME! 

LIBERAL PREMIUMS TO AGENTS! 

Desireus of reaching the large number of farmers who do not 

now take an agricultural paper, we have concluded to'receive 

subscriptions fiov. the coming balf volume, (July to December, 

inclusive,) of T H E A M E R I C A N F A B M E B , at the following low rates: 

SINGLE SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY 50 CENTS JOB SIX 

MONTHSJ 

5 Copies for $2. 8 Copies for $3, and.any larger 
lumber .at tbe same rate, or 3 7 1-2 c e n t s e a c h . 

for Xist of Premiums and inducements .to Agents, 

read over carefully the following list—choose your prize, and get 

up a Club for " the farmers' own paper:" 

AM, PRIZES AND NO BLANKS!! t 

"We will send any of the following prizes, (postage paid),,to any 

Agent who will get up a list of subscribers at the Club rates of 

37 1-2 cents, for the half volume: 

TABLE OF PREMIUMS, 

For the Half Volume—July to December, 
1866, Inclusive. 

No. of 
'Value.' Bubscr's 

1. Scribner'fl Ready Reckoner and Log Book $ 80 ' 6 
2. Miner's Domestic Poultry Book , 50 8 

8. The American Farmer for one year, 1866 1 00 '10 

4. Manual of Agriculture 1 00 10 

5. Rogers' Scientific Agriculture 1 00 10 

6. The Horse and his Diseases, by Jennings 1 60 16 

7. Everybody's Lawyer 1 60 16 

8. A beautiful, fine< large Steel Engraving of 

Lieut. Gen. Grant, 18 by 24 inches 8 00 20 

9. A beautiful, fine large Steel Engraving of the 

late President Lincoln, 18 by 24 inches.. 8 00. 20A 

10.' Both of the above engravings, each 18 by 24 ' 

inches i..;. .Y.... 6 00 82 

11. Franklin Sewing Machine 80 00 150 

OXJK SEED PREMIUMS, 

Being desirous of creating a love for beautiful flowers, we have 

made arrangements to obtain a choice collection of flower seeds 

from Mr. James Vick, tbe well known seedsman of this city, all 

of which are reliable, and-'which give such great .Satisfaction to 

all who try them. "We will send a package, valued as below, of 

our own selection, or to those who prefer w e will send Mr. Vick's 

Catalogue to "any of Our readers or Agents,'to make "their own 

choice. They willbe putup in packages and sent to any address, 

postage paid :— 
No.,of 

Value. Suhscr's 

1. A choice variety of Flower Seeds, Annuals $2 00 20 

2. " " " " " .... 8 50 

.00 40 
4. " •• « "' Annuals, Bi

ennials and Perennials 10 00 60 

All names sent in before the first of June,iHU receipt the 

June number. 

Our summer campaign is now before you—try and doallyou 

can to get subscribers, and by so doing you will do good and en

courage us at .the same time to make T H E A M E R I C A S F A X U E S 

still more worthy the liberal patronage it already enjoys. • ?• _>_ 

CIDER W A N T E D . 
T H I f S U B S C E I B E R will furnish Casks and pay Cosh for any 

quantity of 

PURE CIDEB, 

delivered at tho Railroad*'or Canal. For further particulars, ad-

H O E A C E W I L L I A M S , Agent 

my-6t Buffalo, N. T. 

W i l l M e e t wltli P r o m p t -Attention, 

by addressing THE AMERICAN FARMER, 

Rochester, N. T. 

C O N T E N T S O F T H I S N U M B E R . 

AGRICULTURE. 

Work for the Month 169 
N e w York State Sheep Breeders and Wool Growers Fair... 170 
Bee Culture 172 
Iron as an Invigorator -,<.... 178 
Pickerel 174. 
To Cure Scratches on Horses , 174 
Domestic Manufactures 174 
Scab in Sheep , '.:..: 178 
Agriculture in N e w Jersey ....'. 175 
Answer to "B. W." ..,..: 476 
Matters in Maine '177 
H o W to Make Good Butter 177 
Farm Talk, No. 8 177 
Notes for the Month, by " 8. W." 178 
H o w W e Farm it in the Genesee country—No. 4 180 
To Farmers and Others 181 
Decrease of the Cattle Disease in England' 18t 
Trichina? 181 
Tree Planting 181 
Spirit of the Agricultural Press 182 

Agricultural Improvement 182 
Breaking Colts , ^ 182 
Town Farms.. ,|., '. 182 
Salt in Fattening Swine 182 
A Valuable Ox 182 
Carbonaceous Liquids.., , 182 
Plum Trees in the Poultry Yard.. :' 182 
Caterpillars 182 
To Keep Tires on Wheels 188 
Cattle Plague , :...,.. 188 
Early Cucumbers '. 188 
Fetters 188 
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E N T E R E D according to Act of i tho year 1S66, by J O H N TURNER, in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the United 
States, for the Northern District of New York. 

EOCHESTER, N, Y., JULY, 1866. No. 7. 

J U L Y 

" It is a sultry day; the Bun fias drunk 
Tbe dew that lay upon the morning grass, 
There is no rustling in the lofty elm 
That canopies m y dwelling, and its shade 

. Scarce cools me. All is silent save the faint 
And uninterrupted murmurs of the bee, 
Settling on the sick flowers, and then again 
Instantly on the wing. 

* * * * * # 
Gentle and valuable spirit of the air 
O come and breathe upon the tainting earth 
Coolness and life." 

The cold of spring is n o w succeeded by hot summer 
weather. The sun shine's down upon us with all its 

power, withering up the tender plants, and scorching 

with its rays all vegetable life, and w e sigh for the re

freshing winds that come from a cooler clime, and for 

the gentle showers to refresh the parched earth. 

W O R K FOR THE MONTH. 

HAYING and harvesting are the principal duties 

of this month on the farm, and consequently the 

most important, but we must not overlook the minor 

items, some of which are as follows: 

ONIONS—Should be kept free from all weeds, and 

if large bulbs are desired, they should be thinned 

out to three or four inches apart in the rows. 

B U C K W H E A T — S h o u l d be sown early this month, 

say about three pecks to the acre. 

TURNIPS.—See what our correspondent says on 

this subject, on page 207. 

BEES.—Join weak swarms this month. Evening 

is the best time to do it; then by morning peace 

will be restored, and one ot the queens will bo found 

dead. All swarms that issue after the 10th, should 

be united, so that they may be strong enough to 

stand the coming winter. 

S U M M E R FALLOWS.—Sheep should be turned on 

to summer fallows as soon as they look green. 

C U T T I N G T I M B E R — m a y still be done this month 

for fences or posts, and will last as we said in the fttst 

number, longer than those cut at any other time in' 

the year. 

K E E P D O W N T H E W E E D S . — L e t the war against 

these pests still continue. Don't allow one to grow. 

All are inj urious to the growing crops, and the soil, 

robbing it of the life food of your cereals and root 

crops, and you of your dollars. Keep the hoe and 

cultivator going. 

D O M E S T I C A N I M A L S . — " Train up a child in the 

way he should go, and when he is old he will not 

depart from, it," is also applicable to our domestic 

animals. Let them be treated from the very first 

with gentleness and kindness, and they will be obe

dient and thrive. Do- not use them unkindly, but 

make pets of them. Colts and heifers should have 

close attention; then there will be no trouble to 

break a colt, nor to milk a cow when she comes in. 

CLEANING—should be the general rule of the 

summer months. While the stock is running at 

large, go over stables and cow houses, and have 

them thoroughly cleansed. N o w is a good time to 

attend to this, and have all buildings sweet and 

clean before the fall and winter season comes on. 

Nothing like whitewashing to accomplish this, 

and your stock will thrive all the better for it. 

E A I N Y D A Y S . — W o o d should be cut and split for 

winter use ; stables and other outhouses cleansed, 

stock inspected, doors and gates that are oft the 

hinges should be repaired. See that the plows and 

other implements are ready for immediate use, so as 

not to have to wail; for them .when wanted. 

P E R S O N A L S U P E R V I S I O N . — " The farmer's hat in 

the field will sometimes do more than both his 

hands," said one of our correspondents in a _ back 

number. However faithful men may be, there is 

nothing like the head of a farmer being in sight, and 

the use of his eyes, are worth more than several 

pair of hands. 

PpULTRY—Should have as much room as possible, 

if confined. They like their,freedom, but if kopt 

in an enclosed yard they will thrive well if supplied 

with plenty of green lood, fresh sods, gravel, lime, 

and any refuse stuff from the house. The hen 
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house should be frequently cleansed and well white

washed constantly to keep them free from vermin. 

A little sulphur mixed with corn meal once or twice 

a week, and fed to the fowls, is » good preventive. 

G R A I N H A R V E S T . — T h e best test for wheat is to 

take a kernel between the thumb and finger, and 

press it. If there is no milk in it, it is ready to cut. 

If the juices have ceased to flow into the berries no

thing more can be obtained from the soil, therefore 

it is ready for harvest. 

DRAINS.—Remove the sand which accumulates at 

the outlets, take a long-handled hoe and draw it all 

out, leaving a clean passage for the water. This 

should be attended to after every heavy rain storm, 

as drains need frequent attention, without which 

they get stopped up and fail to discharge the water. 

FARM ADORNMENT. 

IT is much to be regretted that this most interest

ing department of agricultural improvement should 

have been so generally neglected by the fanners of 

this country—that merely the land itself should 

be made the medium of a circulating currency 

through the cultivation of wheat and other cereals, 

thus bringing quick returns and ready profits 

in dollars and cents, but forgetting the more 

permanent deposit which every farm should be 

continually making in the improvement of its land

scapes and proper cultivation, and rearing of stock or 

domestic animals, which seems to have been the mis

take of all agriculturists in America from the landing 

of the pilgrim fathers until now. The great tempta

tion to this has been the natural richness of the 

native soil, requiring little cultivation and no appli

cation of artificial or barn manure, standing as it 

did ready to receive a nucleus, in the shape of seed, 

around which to cluster a fund of wealthy to be 

gathered and garnered by the farmer at the harvest 

season. But this aboriginal richness of the soil is 

fast being, if it is not already exhausted, and the 

farmer of this couritry will now be obliged, like 

his less favored brethren on the eastern continent, 

to make agriculture a study, arid to take every 

branch of his department of industry into earnest 

consideration, that he may be able to know where 

the most advantage may be gained, both in ready 

money- and permanent investment. 

N o w every person of any experience, knows that 

a city lot or residence that is improved—that is, if 

its walks, its lawn and garden are properly laid out, 

and its trees advanced in size—is worth double or 

treble the value of the neighboring lot which is unim

proved, though the climate and situation are equal. 

This, of course, is applicable to farm experience. 

A farm, where every field has a tree of some kind, 

under whose spreading branches the cow", the sheep, 

the horse, may find a grateful shelter from the sum

mer heat of a noonday sun, and whose graceful 

foliage adds to the general appearance of the land

scape^—that farm we are confident to say, is worth 

from three to five times the value of the adjoining 

one which is destitute of shade trees, all other things 

being equal. 

Another thought. It is » well known fact that 

human beings average less weight in summer than 

in winter, and that perspiration or heat has a ten

dency to weaken, &o. Surely that which is appli

cable to man, is applicable to his beast, and if this 

is so, and we all know how cooling a good shade tree 

is, and how eagerly the cattle seek its shelter from 

the sun and heat, it must be perceived at once that 

the value of a tree or two in each pasture or field 

is not only appaient in the appearance of the 

farm, but also in, its advantage to cattle, in pre

venting the evaporation .through the pores of the 

Bkin of those juices which should go to form milk, 

fat, flesh or muscle. 

It certainly cannot be necessary for the argument 

to be continued, or that we should urge upon the 

intelligent farmers of this country an immediate 

commencing of improvement in this direction. The 

thing seems so easy, the advantages so apparent, that 

surely every lover of agricultural improvement, or 

even every money making farmer, will immediately 

turn his attention, if he has not done so already, to 

this branch of farm economy. In regard to the 

proper kind of trees to plant, the farmer may use his 

own judgment. Any tree is an ornament, but still 

some are more adapted for purposes of shade trees 

than others. W e should advocate the planting of 

such trees as combine both beauty and shade, and 

which also yield a crop of fruit from year to year, 

such as the sugar maple, chcsnut, black walnut, 

&c, &c. Quite large trees may be taken with care, 

from the woods, in the fall or spring, and being 

properly planted, yield a quicker return than when 

obtained at the nursery, and which of course, must 

necessarily be much smaller. This we say may be 

done with care, but the surest way is to plant small 

trees, and wait patiently for their growth. Last 

fall we planted at our back door a willow, a foot in 

diameter at least, in its widest part, and it is now 

putting out its green leaves, and showing other 

signs of vigor, &c. * * 

A C O R R E S P O N D E N T of T7ie Ohio Farmer cleared 

his farm of weevil, by sowing salt about the gran

aries and mows, and in every place that could be 

reached. He has not been troubled since this, 

although the barn had been infested for fifteen 

years. 

NEVER defer till to-morrow tho work of to-daj. 
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AGRICULTURE IN NEW JERSEY. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN PARMER, BY W. J. THOMPSON. 

MESSBS. EDS.:—Our next crop in rotation follow

ing the corn crop, is oats; though some of our farm

ers have given up the growing of oats, under the 

impression that they axe so exhausting on the soil; 

hence with them, wheat follows corn. Oats should 

be sown as early in spring as the ground is dry 

enough to work, as experience goes to prove. Oats 

sown the last week of March or first week of April, 

will yield one-third more bushels per acre, are less 

liable to lodge, free from rust, and will weigh more 

to the bushel than if sown a month later. If the 

season is not suitable for early sowing, it is much 

better for the farmer to plant the land with some 

other crop, or make an open fallow for winter 

wheat, or rye, than to sow the first of May, and 

expect a crop, especially if it is a thin clay soil, for 

on such ground they 'would be the poorest and 

meanest crop he could raise, scarcely growing large 

enough to cradle, and yielding but few bushels ol 

light and almost worthless grain, not paying the 

cost of growing. The quantity of seed sown varies 

from 2 1-2 to 3 1-2 bushels per acre; on a rich, loamy 

soil 2 1-2 bushels may do, but 3 1-2 is none too 

much for a light, soil. 

W e commence to harvest while the heads retain 

a slight greenish shade, as oats allowed to stand un

til dead ripe become straw broken and shell badly 

in gathering. The average yield per acre is about 

35 bushels, though in favorable seasons, on good 

ground, 45 and 50 bushels are often obtained. 

The cost and profit on an acre stands thus: 

To amount of interest on land, at $100 per acre $7.00 
u plowing, sowing, and harrowing in 2.50 
" 8 bushels seed at 60 cts. perbush 1.60 
" cutting, raking and housing 8.00 
" Threshing 85 bushels, at 7 cts. per bushel 2.45 

$16.45 
By 85 bushels of oats at 50 cte. per bushel $17.50 
By two loads of straw... 8.00 

$25.50 
16.45 

sown at the rate of 2 bv.shels of wheat or 5 pecks 

of rye per acre. Different modes of covering the 

seed are practiced ; some use a two-horse cultivator, 

Others a light plow; but the majority still adhere 

to the old method of harrowing in. Undoubtedly 

drilling in is the best mode, as it cover? the seed all 

of a uniform depth. After all is completed, from' 

8 to 12 quarts of timothy seed is sown, and finished 

by rolling. The average yield is 18 or 20 bushels, 

though some farmers obtain as high as 30 or mSre 

bushels per acre. It is generally cut about the time 

the grain will bruise between the thumb and finger. 

The yield of rye is about 25 bushels, and^pays fuH 

as well, if not better, than wheat, on account of the 

straw being worth as much again as wheat straw. 

The cost and profit of an acre of wheat stands 

thus: 

To amount of interest on land, at $100 per acre $7.00 
" 20 loads of manure, one-third charged to wheat 12.15 
" plowing, harrowing and rolling 4.50 
" cutting, raking, binding and housing. 4.00 
" threshing 20 bushels, at 15 cents per bushel 8.00 
" two bushels of seed 4.00 

$84.65 
By 20 bushels of wheat, at $2 $40.00 
By one ton of straw 10.00 

$50.00 
8468 

Net profit per acre $15.85 

Cost per bushel $1.73 1-4 and 26 3-4 cents profit, 

not including the straw, which if taken into account, 

gives a profit of 76 3-4 cents per bushel, 

The following spring we sow 15 or 20 pounds of 

clover seed to the acre, and in case all things prove 

favorable, we have the pleasure of seeing and mow

ing meadows which will cut a heavy burden of 

grass for some three or four years, when they are 

again broken up and paBS through a similar rotation. 

OUR EASTERN LETTER-No. 4. 

"WRITTEN FOB THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY u. *. BRACKETT, 

BELFAST, MAI.NE. 

The weatlier during the past spring has been the 

general theme for conversation, speculation and 

wonderment. In .the first place, we had a spring 

drouth with cold and backward weather, and to, end 

with almost a deluge of water. One of the heaviest 

rain storms ever known here, occurred on the 28th 

and 29th of May, during which over four inches of 

water fell. It caused much destruction to seed in 

the ground, badly washing and inundating many 

fields. It was a very cold storm, and many sheep 

which had been sheared perished from exposure. 

The aggregate loss of sheep through the N e w Eng

land States will amount to several thousands. The 

storm also delayed, planting, and not so much seed 

will be put into the ground as would otherwise have 

Net profit per acre $9.05 

As the straw almost half pays the cost of grow

ing, there is a profit of 26 cents per bushel, the cost 

being but 24 cents—a pretty fair paying crop. 

As soon as the oat crop is cleared Qff, the ground 

is plowed some 8 or 10 inches deep, so as to give the 

stubble a chance to rot, in preparation for a crop of 

winter wheat or rye. It is then let lay to the latter 

part of August, when the manure is drawn and 

spread on the ground at the rate of twenty-two 

horse loads per acre, when it is pretty well harrowed, 

so as to work the manure pretty well with the soil, 

after which it is again plowed (not so deep as at first,) 

and during the early part of September the grain is 
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been. M a n y fields will require to be re-planted, or 

else plowed up and sown to late grain. The latest 

frost was on the night of M a y 31. 

Crop Prospects.—The usual breadth of land is un

der cultivation, and a considerably greater area has 

been planted to potatoes. ' The high price of them 

in this market this spring, has given an impetus to 

their cultivation. In fact, w e hope to raise potatoes 

enough this year to supply " all the world and the 

rest of mankind." The apple orchards are just in 

blossom, with a prospect of a fair crop of fruit. 

Markets.—The potato market has been quick and 

liVely dufing the past two months. They n o w com
m a n d 90 cts., but have been at $1. per bushel. Over 

nine thousand bushels were hauled into this market 

one day in March. W o o l is a, little on the decline. 

Merino, 50 cents ; common, 42 and 45 cents. Butter, 

25 and 35 cents, which brought 45 and 50 cents 

three weeks since. Stock well up and scarce. 

Farmers are raising nearly all their calves, which is 

a very hopeful sign. Apples—Baldwins, $8.50 and 

$9 per barrel. Eggs, 20 cents. Maine is a great 

egg producing State. Barley, 75 cents. Corn, h o m e 

grown, $1.25. Hay, $10 and $15 per ton, loose. 

Items.—.Grass is very backward, and pastures are 

short. M a n y fields, particularly " n e w ground," 

winter killed badly. Unless w e have continued 

wet weather the hay crop will be lighter than for 

m a n y years. H a y and potatoes are our staple crops 

for export. The birds have all arrived; saw first 

cedar birds or "blow pickers," on 3d inst. The ash is 

just in leaf. The tent caterpillar is already at work 

on the apple trees, though I do pot think they are 

so numerous as during the two past years. The soil 

is very wet, and but little farm work has been done 

the last ten days. T h e cold last winter was very 

sharp, and garden plants, particularly bulbs, suffered 

severely. A great amount of m u c k has been used 

this spring, both clear and composted with other 

fertilizers, and our farmers will no doubt be able to 

decide as to its value w h e n the crops are harvested. 

Plaster is extensively used in this State with good 

results, particularly for potatoes. 

Btate Fairs.—The annual fair of the N e w Eng

land Agricultural Society will be held September 

4-7, at Brattleboro, Vt., in connection with the Ver

mont State Fair. There will probably be an exten
sive show of sheep and horses. Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, and N e w Hampshire also hold State 

fairs. Maine has not yet decided to have one. 

Agricultural Colleges.—The farm for the Industrial 

College of Maine has been secured, but no further 

action has been taken, and there are no indications 

that suitable buildings will be obtained so that it 

"can go into operation this year. The work of erect

ing buildings on the Massachusetts college grounds 

at Amherst has been suspended, owing to the unwil

lingness of the town authorities to pay the amount 

pledged towards their erection. 

WHAT FEED MAKES THE MOST VAL
UABLE MANURE? 

IN answer to this question, lately asked by one of 

the outside members, Andrew W . Foot, Guilford, 

Conn., sends us the following table, prepared by 

Prof. Lawes, from actual experiments made in Eng
land, showing the comparative value of a tun of 

manure m a d e frpm various kinds of food given to 

cattle. A s but few have the work from which this 

is taken, it should be kept as a table of valuable re

ference. It does not increase our admiration of most 

crops, where manure is valuable, in a country where 

Indian corn can be grown so abundantly as in the 

great corn belt of America. But here is the table 

of values,:— 
18 Indian corn $6.65 
14 Malt 6.65 
15 Barley 6.82 
16 Clover hay 6.64 
17 Meadow hay 6.48 
18 Oat straw 2.90 
19 Wheat straw 2.68 
20 Barley straw 2.25 
21 Potatoes 1.50 
22 Mangolds LOT 
28 Swedish turnips 91 
24 Common turnips 86 
25 Carrots '., 6S 

2V. Y. 

1 Decorticated cotton 
seed cake $2T.86 

fRape cake. 21.01 
Linseed cake 19.72 

4 Malt dust 18.21 
5 Lentils 16.51 
6 Linseed...' 16.65 
7 Tares 16.75 
8 Brans 15.75 

18.88 

9 Peas 
10 Locust beans. 
11 Oats 7.40 
12 Wheat 7.08 

P O U L T R Y M A N U R E . — A s w e have often stated, we 

believe that our common management of poultry 

is wasteful and extravagant. W e might make a 

great deal more by care in economizing the manure 

of the poultry house, and that is worth attending to. 
Here is what Geyerlin, whose book was alluded to in 

the Home for Poultry, recently published, says on 

this point:— 

In France, as well as in our own country, most 

eminent chemists have proved by analysis that poul

try manure is a most valuable fertilizer, and yet, for 

want of a proper system in housing poultry, it has 

as yet not been rendered available to rural economy. 

The celebrated Vanquelin says that when the value 

of manures Is considered in relation to the amount of 

azote they contain, the poultry manure is one of the 

most active stimulants; and when, as a means of 

comparison, the following manures are taken, in parts 

Of 1,000, it will he found that-

Horse Manure contains 4.0 ports of azote. 
Guano as imported 49.T do. 
Guano when sifted of vegetable and stone.. 58.9 do. 
Poultry Manure S8.0 do. 
It will be seen that it is worth preserving, even 

though it m a y bo small in amount.—Plowman. 

T H E stubborn, who bend not, the soonest will 
break. 
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HOP CULTURE. 

VEEMLN AND PARASITES OP THE HOP PLANT, AND THE 

REMEDIES. 

WE give the subjoined communication from the 

pen of Mr. F. W . Collins, Who has been a regular 

contributor to the pages of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R 

since its commencement, on the subject of Hop 

Culture. 

Mr. C has for many years devoted his almost en

tire attention to this branch of husbandry, and has 

visited and examined many of the most celebrated 

hop-growing districts in America and Europe. His 

improved method of training by means of stakes 

and twine, giving a horizontal support to the plant, 

is becoming deservedly popular, and will doubtless 

be generally adopted. See cut, page 83. 

One of the most discouraging features of hop cul

ture has been the depredations of the louse, and 

other insects, which have heretofore destroyed a 

large per centage of the crop. Mr. Collins, on a 

reeent visit to England became possessed of the 

remedy which we published in the April number 

of T H E F A R M E R , and was entirely satisfied of its 

adaptation to the necessities of the case. The 

knowledge of an effectual remedy for this scourge of 

our hop gardens, will be of untold value to growers. 

Mr. Collins will from time to time communicate 

* to the readers of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R informa

tion relative to the cultivation and condition of the 

hop plant, and all who desire to be informed on the 

subject, and avail themselves of his extensive expe

rience as a planter, should possess T H E F A R M E R , 

and circulate it among their friends.—EDS. 

E D S . F A R M E R :—As this is the season in which 

the vermin appeared on the hop vines last year, I 

would call the attention of your readers, who are 

hop growers, to the remedy for the louse, which 

appeared in your fourth number, (page 115,) and 

which I saw applied extensively in England last 

season. I would also lay before them another rem

edy, slightly different from that, which I have just 

received from an agent there, consisting of a simple 

decoction of tobacco, strong enough to kill ticks on 

sheep, or the blue louse on colts or calves. It is 

equally effective against the vermin on hop vines, 

or the worms which feed upon currant bushes.' One 

gentleman writes : " W e use strong soap suds made 

with soft soap and tobacco water, with one pound 

of copperas to every five gallons of the liquor." 

This wash is applied to the vine when trained on 

the horizontal plan, by a syringe, or, if on the old 

plan of long poles, with a force pump, or garden 

engine pump, to throw the liquid with force against 

the under side of the leaves, as the louse is always 

there first. I 

I have full confidence in the remedy, and would 

recommend every hop grower to be prepared for the 

vermin, if they make their appearance. It is of 

great importance to the hop grower to secure a large 

crop this year, as even if the crop is a full one, the 

price must be high, and if it should be a partial 

failure, the price will rise very high. There are tWo 

causes for this: first the rapid increase in the 

demand for hops; and secondly, the great destruc

tion of hop yards the past season, owing to cutting 

the vines at picking as is practiced in yards on long 

poles. The vines were cut early, and the open win

ter left the roots, after a most severe, drain upon 

their vitality by loss of sap, exposed throughout its. 

whole extent to severe frost. Many yards so treated 

were wholly destroyed, or so injured as to cause 

them to be plowed up this spring. 

Let no one be discouraged from raising this crop, 

as the indications are in favor of good prices fos 

years to come, and the expense of growing hops is 

not one-fourth what it has formerly been. Those 

who have read your paper, if they did not know of 

it before, have learned a better and cheaper way 

than to use long poles to run hops on. The only 

drawback we have yet met with in this country has 

been the injury done by the louse for three years 

past in N e w York and the Eastern States. They 

have as yet done little injury in the Western States, 

which are well adapted to hops. The prairies may 

be used for this crop, as little damage occurs 

from high winds as with any other crop. Indeed, 

they need less manure than many of our older soils, 

although it is poor policy to use any land without 

using some manure. Concentrated manure or flour 

of bone will answer. A gentleman from Minnesota, 

writes that he grew 1,600 lbs. hops to the acre the .old 

way, but that he has adopted the new methodising 

a stake eight' feet in length to each hill conjjgcterL 

with twine, which will add 50 per cent to hia.cropi. 

besides improving its quality, and at the same time-

lessen the labor and expense in every particular 

step, from setting the stakes to applying the wash 

for the vermin, should it unfortunately attach; hiis 

yard this year, which it has not as yet. In. fact, I 

have not seen any appearance of the louse, though 

I have been visiting the hop gardens for three weeks 

past, and still hope we may not bo-visited;by this 

scourge of the hop planter. All are invited to. use 

these remedies, and also to apply, the flour of sul

phur to their vines should they.be affected with the 

mold, a disease common in Europe, but. which has 

not yet visited .our gardens. p. w.. COLLINS. 

THE soil, by its weight, is constantly trying to 

form rock under it in the soil. It is the farmer's 

business to see that it don't do it. His plow and 

spade are the means to prevent it, but especially the 

subsoil plow. 
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HOW W E FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY. 

•WRITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY P. C. REYNOLDS. 

.NUMBER FIVE. 

WHITE BEANS—Have grown tp be quite an import

ant crop with the farmers of the Genesee country. 
Taken one year with another, I deem them fully as 
profitable as wheat, and think they will net nearly 
as much as corn. W e prefer planting them soon 

after corn; but good crops are frequently grown 
when planted the very last of June. It was once 

thought that almost any land, however poor, would 
answer for beans, and the expression, " too poor to 
grow white beans," when used in reference 'to any 
soil, was considered enough to settle the reputation 
of that soil. But we have come to know that it pays 

to have land in pretty good condition for white beans. 
The bean crop generally occupies those lots or patches 
which could hot be got into condition in time for 
planting corn, orpotatbes.' A sandy, or gravelly loam 
is well suited to the bean, and it should be in tilth 

and fertility capable of bearing a fair crop of corn. 
I consider the Medium variety the mbst profitable 

jo the long run; for, although the Marrow and Kid 

• <mey will yield'(when they succeed) larger crops, and 
sell for higher prices, yet they require a longer sea

son to mature in, and consequently, are much more 
liable to become weatherbeaten. 

I would recommend planting in rows 2 1-2 feet 

apart, and hills about one foot in the row—just 
enough to admit the hoe between the hills. MoBt of 

the cultivation Bhould be done with the cultivator. 
. As soon as part of the beans are ripe, pull them, and 

throw them into small piles, which turn as often as 
they get wet, and When cured, draw into the barn, 
and thresh as you draw—if convenient.; if not, store 
.on scaffold, rather than bags. 

With good farmers the yield will run from twenty 

*9 forty bushels per acre, and the average price will 

toe about $1.60 per bushel, making a gross yield of 

from $32 to $64 per acre; and that without exhaust
ing the land much, or requiring a great amount, of 

labor. Some farmers drill in beans with the grain 
>drilL using every alternate drill, thus making the 
idrills about 18 inches.apart,—but that does away 

with the cultivator, which I believe in using when-
*v«r practicable. 

HAYING.—Clover haying is generally comnieiiced 

the last of June, the smaller variety maturing first. 
W h e n all the heads have come into bloom, is the 

ibest time no put clover. With most, the mowing 
machine has superceded the scythe, and the charm 

of haying is gone forever. W h o , that was familiar 

with rural,scenes fifteen to twenty years ago, does 
not, remember with pleasure, the beautiful and oni-

FARMER. 

mated spectacle presented in a hay-field, where a 
number of sturdy mowers, with steady and simul
taneous stroke were1 sweeping across the meadow ? 
There was grace, and beauty in their movements, as 

they swayed to and fro, driving the, keen blade 
through the t&ll grass. The end of the swath"is 

reached, and they all go through the operation of 
whetting their scythe, before commencing another. 
The whetstones ring on the steel blades, with a musi

cal sound, and some one whets a challenge, which 
is a sort of tune, perhaps " Yankee Doodle," on his 
scythe. It is accepted, by a few raps oh the scythe, 
and their eyes glisten with eager excitement for the 

race. The one who led on the last swath takes his 
" lot swath," which is behind the rest, and the next 

leads off. They must all keep stroke, or there would 
be danger of cutting one another, so the only way of 

gaining advantage, is in striking further ahead. 

If the former ones are the best mowers they will 
soon distance those behind; but if the contrary, the 
hinder ones will greatly embWrass the leaders, by 
rolling their sWaths on the heels of their scythes, 

and if much smarter, will m o w past them, and take 

their swaths.'- Mowing is hard work, giving vigor
ous exercise to nearly every muscle, and many a 

young man, or large boy, has injured himself irre

parably, by racing in the hay field. Under favor

able circumstances, one and a half acres is afairday/s 
work, mowing; where the grass is lodged, an expert 

mower would not accomplish more than half of that; > 

But these pleasant reminiscences of our boyhood 

find no counterpart in the scenes of the present. 

Now, a solitary boy mounts the mower and rides' to 

the meadow, while the rest of the farm laborers are 
probably hoeing corn or potatoes. He drives about 

the field until night, when from five to eight acres 

are cut down and spread evenly over the ground. 
The next morning, as soon as the dew, is off, he goes 

again with horse and revolving rake, and in a few 

hours the clover cut yesterday is in winrow, and an? 
other hand soon has it rolled up into small cocks. 

These are left to sweat until the dew is off next day, 
when they are opened, Bpread around a little, and 

two m e n commence drawing into the barn. Not 
even a boy is required to rake after, as formerly; for 

the horse rake soon gleans the field, Pitching hay 

is work that tries the strength, but somo make much 

lighter work of it than others. There is a peculiar 

sleight in pitching hay, as in most other kinds of 
labor, which enables the possessor to accomplish 

more with less expenditure of strength, than , those 
lacking it. 

• It is quite an art to so euro clover that it shall be 

dry/and yet retain all its leaves; be bright and 

green, and yet not musty. To accomplish this, it 
will not do to let it lay long, exposed to the scorch
ing sun. It should be either constantly stirred until 
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dry, or be put into small cocks, and allowed to 

sweat, when an exposure to the sun and air for a 

short time will complete the curing process. The 

former is the better way, but requires more labor; 

the latter is certain provided no drenching rains in

tervene. Should any of the new hay tedders prove 

practicable, they would be valuable auxiliaries in 

curing hay. 

Timothy and red top require less curing ; indeed, 

many favor putting them into large mows, with, 

scarcely any curing. Our best grass farmers—those 

who raise hay to sell—usually cut timothy and red 

top as soon as the blossoms have fallen ; rake up in 

the afternoon that cut in the forenoon, and draw the 

next morning as soon as the dew is off, This will 

answer, if put into bags with tight sides, and the 

top of the m o w is covered with » foot or two of 

straw. In that case, air not having free ingress, 

active fermentation does not take place, and it 

gradually sweats out. The top of the mow, if 

allowed to come in contact with the air, would 

mold ; but the covering of straw will save the hay, 

The question of the best way of curing hay is an 

open one. On the clay loams above Bochester the 

hay crop is an important one, being, in many cases, 

the leading crop. Good farmers get an average of 

two tons per acre, which sells at from $12 to $20 per 

ton. Take the average price, $16 per ton, for good 

timothy, and we have $32 gross, per acre; at a real 

cost of not more than $8 per acre, for those living 

within ten miles of market. 

A good timothy meadow, on clay loams, top-

dressed with fine manure every three years, will go 

seven or eight years before it will require rerseeding. 

HARVEST.—Close upon the heels of haying follows 

harvest. Eye is generally ripe'first. Sometimes 

wheat, and sometimes barley succeeds ; and last of 

all oats " whiten un to harvest." 

On the small scale we farm it in the Genesee 

country, I do not set a very high value on the 

reaper. In most instances, considering the delay 

and accidents incident to working a reaper in a 

small field, I am of opinion that the hands required 

to m a n a reaper, would well nigh cut the field with 

cradles, and rake and bind it in the same time the 

machine would. At any rate, I doubt whether the 

saving in labor actually pays interest on cost and, 

wear of machine. But when you get on the 500 

acre fields of the western prairie, there the machine 

will tire out man. A good cradler, under favorable 

circumstances, will cut from 2 1-2 to 4 acres Qf grain 

a day, and an expert raker and binder will take the 

last clip off the cradle. 

It is quite .important that the grain should be per-' 

'feetly cured before taking from the field. This is 

done easy enough in fair weather by setting up the 

sheaves in open Dutch shocks, that is a double row 

with the tops leaning together. But if the weather 

is catching, such a shock will not shed the rain well 

enough. Two cap sheaves set on a shock of this 

kind, containing eight or ten Bheaves, will turn the 

rain pretty well. Cap sheaves are bound near the 

butts. The tops are separated and spread over each 

side of the shock. 

Where it can be done, it is a saving of labor, to 

have a machine set in the field, and the grain 

threshed as it is drawn together. Where this can

not be done, all the grain should be stored in the 

barn, if practicable. Settlers in a new country have 

a plausible' excuse for stacking out their grain—the 

farmers of the Genesee country have none. 

TURNIPS. 

EDS, FARMER :—Newly cleared land is in almost all 

instances best for English varieties of turnips. With 

such, having a surface soil of rich woods mold, little 

preparation is needed beyond a shallow plowing, 

thorough horrowing, and perfect pulverization. 

Turnips grown on new land are least liable to 

attacks from the fly pests, and as I have never heard 

of any reliable remedy for, or preventive of the 

scourge in field culture, either new ground, or very 

late sowing should be the rule. 

If old land is the necessity, it ought to be liberally 

enriched with well rotted manure, plowed, cros*-

plowed, and harrowed into fine tilth; then top-

dressed with plaster, bone dust, and wood ashes, in 

equal parts, sown broadcast at the rate of say three 

barrels to the acre, a week or teji days before seed

ing time. 

If miscellaneous feeding of both stock and human

ity is the intention, I should gay sow either Robert

son's Golden Ball, or the Yellow Malta, in Ohio, from 

July 20th to August 15th ; about ten ounces of seedi 

to the acre. Mix thoroughly with coarse dry, sand), 

an ounce of seed to a pint of sand, and sow broad

cast, casting and cross casting lands twenty-fwe feet 

wide across the field, taking a calm day, and with a 

promise of rain near at hand. The seed may doubt

less be obtained from any first class seedsman.. 

COSMO; 
i •••MI 

W A R T S O N C A T T L E . — A subscriber asks how warts 

can be readily removed with caustic, lunar or potash,. 

Five cents worth of caustic or caustic of potash will 

suffice. Keep the caustic in a vial, take a stick of 

it, wet the end with water or spittle, and rub it on 

the warts. Two or three applications will suffice. 

Be very careful of, the caustic, of potash, or it will 

eat too deep and make, a ipore.—JV. H. Farmer. 

A MOBILE paper thinks the forthcoming cotton 

crop will reach three million bales, and that the 

price will, fall so much that nest year's crop will be 

reduced to a smaller amount. 
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FENCE PHILOSOPHY. 

WRITTEN FOR THE 

As we shall never come to ditch abominations for 
division or outside fences in this country, and as 
with all the most earnest preaching, our progressive 
farmers and energetic agricultural editors are capa
ble of, our out-in the-country friends cannot be driven 
to any great extent into symmetrical hedges and 

neat, efficient wire fences, anything inside of three 
hundred years from this date—anything that, shall 
aid in, prolonging the existence of the old fashioned 
"worm," post and rail, or ordinary board,fence 
affairs, to which we so pertinaciously cling, ought 
to be welcomed by farmers*—particularly those in
habiting regions where timber is already scarce and 
dear, and is rapidly becoming more so'. '' 
Beginning with the old, ungainly worm fence, let 

us see if we cannot improve our usual prac
tice of laying it. Instead of " chucking" the bottom 
rails right down on the ground, to rot in four or five 
years at the best; place a comfortable stone or 
chunk of solid lasting Wood under their heads and 
heels, lay the rails always sap sidle down, for worms 
will bore into the sap, and water ' will run into the 
worm holes and rot the rails,' if you lay them sap 
side up. Then ride the small end of the rail with 
the big end of the next length always, so as to'give 
pitch and proper drainage to all the rails. 

Where rails are cut twelve feet long, it is better 
to make the angles four and a half feet, to give the 
fabric sufficient solidity. Then stake and rider prop
erly, and a rail fence constructed under these'simple 

rules Will last just three times as long as one pitched 
together in the usual careless maimer. 
Several experimentalists On fence posts havelately 

been posting publicly the results of their practice 
of setting posts top end downwards in the'ground, 

accompanied by the declaration that timber thus 

reversed when exposed to out-door vicissitudes will 
last many times longer than if planted in the order 
of growth. Now, the exercise of' a little'practical 
common sense, and'just BO much knowledge of wood 

structure as every farmer ought to possess, must 
show this philosophy to be absurd. 

Almost all our North American woods, are so 
porous that take a section of any of our fence posts. 

excepting red cedar, (and it don't matter much 
which end of that goes down, it will last forever, 
anyway,) a section, say three feet long, •* Fix on 
the top end, a dab. of saliva or soap siids. Apply 
the lips to the other end, and a strong blast from a 
healthy pair of lungs'will'send the moisture out in 
bubbles as if it were boiling. Beverse ends and 
application, and blow till you burst, you cannot 
start a bubble. Does not that experiment Jirove 

" Yes, but I don't quite understand what." 
N o ; then, your pardon, sir, permit m e to instruct 

you. These pores through which w e can blow our 
breath from the'butt end df the stock upwards,, are 
little pumps' most beautifully arranged, through 
which the tree by capillary attraction draws the sap 
from its roots to the lofty, leafy structure • through 
the whole length of its trunk. By placing a clean, 
diagonally'cut section of any of our woods under a 
solar microscope, having a power of only a few hun
dred diameters, and in all these capillary tubes Will 
be found the rudiments and remains of beautifully 
arranged valves, all opening upwards. The tree 
during the season of the upward flow of sap must 
have intervals Of rest, otherwise its vitality would 
be endangered by an overstrain of its physical 
structure in constant suction. The closing of all 
these valves placed along the whole length of the 
tubes within a few inches of each other, sustains the 
minute columns of water, and permits the tree to 
relax its strain of lungs until a new supply of sap 
is required for the foliage: Now, if we set sections 
of any of these woods in the ground as for fence 
posts, placing them butt end upwards, and leave the 
ends exposed to the weather, as fence posts almost 
always are, by the falling open of all these thou
sands of little valves, there is an unobstructed water 
course through the entire length of the post. All 
these tubes fill with water in showers apd storms, 

andeither filter into the earth, or dry out in warm 
sunny days, and the result is an early decay of the 
wood. By placing the post normally, butt end 
down, charring- the outside of all that goes below 
the surface, and giving thetop a strong daub of lead 
color paint, all the sejrrice- that ought to be expected 
from a fence post may be phfaincd. By placing the 
posts, top end upwards, in jhe event of the paint 
wearing off, or becoming cracked and leaky,' the 
tube valves of the wood are all closed, and no water 
can descend more than a few inches from the top. 
Such has befen m y fence practice, and it has always 
been satisfactory so far. I intend to take another 
fence or two some day. 

A C R E A G E O F C R O P S I N F R A N C E . — T h e following 

table of the number, of acres devoted to several lead
ing crops, is made up from the official statistics for 
which France is distinguished: 

, Crops , 
Natural Meadows 10,000,000 
Artificial !" 7,500,000 
Roots. 6,000,000 
Oats........:..! 7,600,000 
Fallow 12,500,000 
W h e a t 15;600,000 
Eye, Barley, Matee, Buckwheat 15,000,000 
Other crops T,00<V009 
Vineyards. 6,000,000 
W o o d 20,000,000 
Uncultivated. ' 27,600,000 

Total ':'. 182.600.000 
The official estimate shows an increase of 647,600 

acres of wheat in France, compared with 15 years ago. 
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POULTRY CRUMBS. 

WEITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FARMER BY C. N, BEMENT. 

any, will be completely destroyed, and the house will 

be clear of vermin. Great caution must be taken to 

completely ventilate before the fowls are again ad

mitted. 

, Clucking hens may be relieved entirely from a 

desire to incubate by administering one or two doses 

pf jalap; and it is supposed by many to be far better 

for the..purpose, than the cold water cure. They 

have been knpwn to commence to lay in three weeks 

afterwards. 

.- Hens are in their prime at three years, and at, four 

or five years old they, lay unfrequently, and cease 

altogether or become fat, and should then goto pot. 

Cocks are also in their prime at three years, and 

should be discarded at that age. 

The good health of fowls may be known by the 

fresh and florid color of their combs and wattles, and 

brightness and' dryness of their eyes, the nostrils 

being free from any discharge, and , the gloss of the 

plumage. . .. 

The color of eggs is not alone affected by what 

they. ,eat. The color of the yolk can be, changed from 

a.bright orange to almost white, by a Change, of feed. 

The richness of the egg too, can be affected as much 

as can that of milk, by a corresponding richness of 

food. 

Fowls, to w h o m a portion of, chalk is given with 

their food, lay.eggs having shells remarkable for 

their whiteness. By substituting for chalk a calcare

ous earth rich in oxide of iron, the color of the, egg

shell will be of an orange color. 

Good health is the most essential thing to make 

hens lay. Feed cracked , corn regularly every day 

at a regular time. Fowls are grain-eating birds, and 

their nature is for grain alone. To: keep them 

healthy is the great secret of making hens lay, 

W h o ever heard of a sick hen laying? Wheat is too 

heating for them; buckwheat is a very good mixture 

with corn, but not alone. The corn must, be,of the 

best kind. Many persons generally feed their fowls 

on old damaged corn. This is bad policy; they can 

not keep in health on that which is not wholesome ; 

they must eat what, you give them, if they cannot 

do better, and the owners blame the poor hens for not 

laying. 
Poor hens will not lay much on this kind of maiin 

agement; we have kept hens laying ten months in 

the year by this process, and in winter havo lots of 

eggs- They want the greatest attention. Give them 

the same attention you do your horses, and they 

will soon know their keeper. 

There is considerable difference in the number of 

eggs that the different breeds will lay, as well as the 

chickens in each breed. Some hens will lay an egg 

every day; others every other day. Pullets in their 

first year, if early birds, will probably lay as 

many eggs as ever after in the year; but the eggs 

N o poultry keeper has a right to complain of want 

of success, if he neglects keeping a regular account of 

food consumed, and profit by fowls and eggs sold. 

Without this he is groping in the dark, and the 

usual termination of such undertakings" ends in 

disappointment' and loss. This hint we imagine 

may prove of service to many of those who can 

least afford to suffer ' loss by 'their poultry, and' 

most desire to increase their gains; for after all, it is 

only by following out a regular system of manage

ment that any person can expect to satisfy'himself 

that his fowls, of whatsoever breed they be, do 

really pay! Many dislike the little trouble it may' 

create, and looking upon the chicken as an insignifi

cant item, are content to go on as before ; but at the \ 

same time they have no right to be surprised if 

these rough calculations neither convince others nor 

fill their own pockets. 

It is a faet, and it is not the less true, that most 

old women, who live in cottages know better how to 

rear chickens than any other persons ; they are more 

successful, and it may be traced to- the fact that they 

keep but few fowls; that those fowls are allowed to 

run freely in the house, to roll in the ashes, to ' ap 

proach the fire, and to pick up any crumbs or eatable 

morsels they may find on the ground, and are nursed 

with the greatest care and indulgence. 

HenB have peculiar fancies in regard to their nests, 

which like our Watering-places, suddenly become all 

the rage, and are pronounced unfashionable at other 

times. Out of about ten nests in our poultry 

house, but three were popular; why or wherefore 

we know not, as they possessed very different quali

ties , one of these was in a cold corner on the ground, 

the second was in a window exposed to light and 

heat, the third situated in a dark room in an iron pot. 

Although w e ore of opinion that nests had better bo 

left an open question for the considerationof the hens 

themselves, we will give our ideas on the subject. 

Of all materials usually employed in their construc

tion, we think shavings, pine or any resinous leaves 

the best, old lime hair, which is a preventive of lice. 

Hay is bad, as it soon generates vermin. W e have 

almost invariably found that the, strongest, largest, 

and best broods are hatched on the ground. 

To clear the poultry house of vermin, about once 

a month, or when you have no sitting hens in your 

house, clear out the old nests and stop all the crev

ices in the doors, windows, &c, procure about a peck 

of charcoal, put in an iron vessel, and place in the 

centre of the room, set fire to it, throw on a little 

brimstone, let it smoulder for an hour or so, taking 

care to keep the place properly closed to prevent the 

escape of the gas as far as possible; the vermin, if 
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are small, and such young hens are generally unsteady 

sitters. 

For the abundant production of eggs, we consider 

the Spanish and Poland fowls altogether unrivalled. 

And for the reason that they are not only strongly 

inclined to lay, but as strongly disinclined to sit. 

There is another variety or breed to be found in 

almost every poultry yard or farm, whose merits we 

would particularly recommend, as they possess some 

merits not found in the Spanish or Poland. W e 

allude to the Dominique fowl, which are good layers 

and good mothers. They are hardy and healthy in 

constitution, easy to keep, small in the bone, and 

plump'in their make; flesh tender, juicy and of deli

cate flavor; besides they are of beautiful plumage, 

and in all respects a valuable fowl. 

It is important to the farmers who cultivate poul

try for the profit of its products in the market, and 

also to the private citizen, who keeps a small flock 

lor the convenience of commanding at all times a 

regular supply of fresh eggs for family use ; to know 

and to be able to obtain the best and most profit

able breeds, the best for the production of eggs, 

and the best as to quality, size, and value in market, 

and for the use of the table. If no single breed com

bines, in the highest degree, both of these items of 

value, then good policy would seem to require that 

the farmer at least Should keep not only the best 

breed for the production of eggs, but also the best 

breed for size, and early maturity for market. It 

might perhaps cost some little pains to keep for a 

short period two breeds distinct and separate, so as 

to have eggs pure and unmixed, in order to perpet

uate the stock in its purity and perfection. But no 

valuable result can be secured without suitable care 

and effort. 
- ^ ^ n * ^ 

F I R E P R O O F P A I N T . — T h e following recipe for fire

proof paint is recommended by an engineering firm 

in N e w York, and endorsed by insertion in a good 

English authority, T/ie Building Neios: 1'pound 

best blacklead, 1 pound of fine gilders' whiting, and 

14 pound of Quarterman's patent dryer, the whole 

ground together finely with linseed oil aldne, and 

applied like other paints. W o o d thus covered will 

not take fire from sparks. 

H E N ' S NESTS.—Sycamore leaves used in place of 

hay or straw in hens' nests, not only protect the 

hens from lice, but, with whitewashing, entirely 

banish vermin from the building. §§ 

ACCORDING! to recent returns, the whole number 

of cattle in England, Wales, the Islands, Scotland 

and Ireland, is 8,316,960 ; of sheep, 25,794,708 ; pigs, 

3,800,399. Ireland has more cattle than England 

proper. 

HORSEMANSHIP. 

PREVIOUS to mounting, says-a writer who is com

petent authority, a good horseman will be seen to 

view his horse with a searching, yet unaffected glance, 

and fondling his horse as if to conceal his object, he 

almost imperceptibly, will pass his fingers under the 

curb chain, or between the girth and the horse's 

skin, with a view to ascertain their proper tightness, 

for the latter may be too tight at starting;. and a 

horse will go fretfully as long as the former is too 

much curbed. His very manner of placing, the reins 

between his fingers, and laying hold of the mane 

lock, will tell you at once whether he is at home or 

not: for he will do all this, as also mount, devoid of 

all embarassment or bustle, thereupon to ride his 

horse away in a walk, and With perfect ease, which 

is inseparable from true elegance, and therefore not 

only distinguishes the riding of a gentleman, but 

also clearly proves his familiarity with the exercise 

Beware of falling into the mistake of marking 

him down as a no vice.merely because you may see him 

mount or dismount on the " off side;" for.it requires 

a thorough horseman to practice mounting and dis 

dismounting on either side ; and may such a one not 

have reasons for prefering the " off" to the " neai 

side"? But when you see a dismounted rider (one 

that is. not compelled to do so by some hurt) shufflt 

about or shift his horse about, or when you observe 

his cutting unnecessarily at his horse, and generally 

hide (as he flatters himself) his own blunders, oi 

awkwardness, if you see him clamber up as if his 

foot was on the round of a ladder, either to, lay his 

chest on the pummel, or to swing himself into the 

saddle afterwards like a sack, and if he allows the 

horse to walk off with him before he has fixed him, 

self properly in his seat, then you may make sure 

that he is an awkward or a new hand. Most of those 

will mount and start off immediately, at a full gallop, 

or at a round trot, no doubt pleasing themselves with 

the idea that everybody must be convinced by such 

a style of riding that they are " capital horsemen ;" 

that is, if sticking fast (but any how) to the saddle 

can make them so, in the absence of all other claim 

Having finished m y critique as to horsemen and 

drivers, I feel the difficulty of instructing you how 

to know a really good horse ; wherefore, and as the 

subject is fully and very ably treated in so many 

publications, I will content myself by tendering you 

the copy of some ancient, but befitting verses, for I 

too, say with that poet, give m e a horse that 

" In shape, in courage, color, pace and bono, 
Excels a common one i 

Eound-hqofed,. short-jointed, fetlocks shag and long. 
Broad-breast, full eyes, small head, and nostrils wide, 

High crost, short ears, short legs, and passing strong, 
Thin mane, thick tali, broad buttock, tender hide." 

—Agricultural Remwi. 
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NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY "S. W." 

WRITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

IT was May Bueno to hear once more in my old age, 

the nautical phrases of m y boyhood from an old salt 

on the prairies. He certainly makes out some hard 

cases of extortion by the railroad and express com

panies of the West; but, although the express mono

polies of this State, are as obnoxious to his charges 

as they can be in Illinois or Iowa, yet our N. Y. 

railways carry freight for a little over one-fourth the 

price " Bueno" says they charge in Iowa; and the 

passenger fare is also less than half the rate charged 

on some of the western roads. As our express com

panies have no stock to sell, even when offered 

fabulous prices, dividing it is said, one hundred per 

cent annually to the stockholders; we challenge the 

western Companies to beat them in extortion; 

many people now send small articles long distances 

by mail, at a great saving in the expense; but, there 

is an excuse for the present high railroad charges at 

the far west, besides the depreciated currency; 

unlike our railways, they are not studded by a con

tinued succession of manufacturing towns and vil

lages, to give them constant freight and passengers. 

I suppose the N. Y. Central carries more passengers 

in one day, than some of the main western roads do 

in a month, to say nothing of the miles on. miles of 

cattle and freight trains of that great road, that now 

pass and repass at all hours, day and night. But as 

empire westward goes, increased population, and 

increased productions will induce railway compe-

titiomand the building of more and cheaper railroads, 

and those younger than myself, will live to rejoice in 

cheap fare and cheaper transportation. I trust also 

that the day is at hand, when other express cOnv-

panies will take the fruit and vegetables of the far 

west, Swiftly and cheaply to market, putting to 

Bhame the present bloated monopoly, which has been 

so long a burlesque on the even handed justice of 

pur republican institutions. 

I will now reply to " Bueno's" query, how this coun

try " has been aided to carry on the late triumphant 

war, by the excess of our imports over our exports," 

not by the special pleading of a one-sided chairman of 

the Committee of Ways and Means, but by a very few 

simple illustrations; to wit, m y grandfather once 

went to Cape Francais, now Haytien, in a little brig 

loaded with hhd. shooks and hoop poles, returning 

with a full load of coffee, sugar and molasses, making 

nearly a thousand per cent for his owners. Again, 

early in the present century, a large ship for those 

days, an Indiaman of 650 tons (whose armament 

caused foreign skippers to call her a Yankee man of 

war) went to the Isle of France, (Mauritius,) returning 

with two hundred tons of saltpetre, and a full cargo 

of coffee; the profits of the voyage was enormous; 

, again, from the same little seaport, a ship went to 

Alexandria and loaded -with flour at two dollars a 

barrel freight to London; from thence she went to 

Sweden? when at Gottenberg, her freight money paid 

for a load of iron, with which she returned home, 

making as much by the import, as a whaleman ordi

narily makes on a loadoi oil collected from the ocean. 

I would ask, what is it but the excess of imports over 

exports that enables our merchant princes to invest 

' capital in banks, railroads, government stocks, &c. 

, 1 could also advert to the enormous profits which 

have heretofore accrued to these United States from 

the foreign sales of our great cotton, crop;, but such 

an argument would be out of place at this time, 

wjien the congregated, wisdom of the country in the 

.present national, councils has consented to tax this 

great all paying.textile to within an inch of its life. 

The tax is to be fiye cents the pound., I have lived to 

see cotton a drug in the market at six cents, a pound. 

HAY MAKING AS IT SHOULD BE. 

N o w on the 6th of June, I cut m y grass plot for the 

first crop; it is tall June grass, (Poa Pratensis,) in full 

bloom, with a sprinkling of clover hardly in 

bloom. To cure such grass properly is a tedious 

task, but it pays, in the satisfaction of sineTHhg its 

aroma next December when your cow rejects all slops 

until she has devoured her savory hay ration. I, 

last year, followed the stereotyped prescription -to 

cure such hay, by " sweating it forty-eight hours in 

cock"; this'only facilitated the curing process-at" the 

expense of the hay's nutriment, completely expelling 

its aroma, and leaving' it no better than the hay 

farmers generally sell to the poor villagers. Let the 

m o w n grass lay in swath until it dries a little, then 

turn and airit two or three times before sunset, then 

put it in small cocks, opening them the next morning 

before they begin to heat. If the weather is good, 

with a drying west wind,, the hay may be exposed 

and dried sufficiently to put in m o w before evening. 

Salt only induces moisture, a little air slarked lime 

is better to absorb it, but drying in the open air is 

l)est, as your bovines will testify. 

WHITE CLOVER. 

.... This leguminous plant, Trifoleum Bepens, is of 

large growth, and inestimable value to the pasturage 

of the high, cool, moist dairy regions proper,; and it 

is also a spontaneous plant in the new clearings of 

the warmer grain growing regions; yet owing to the 

hot dry summers there, it obtains, but a,small status, 

and is of little. importance in pasturage. , It is said 

that the seeds of white clover will vegetate with the 

temperature below 42 °, while it ceases to grow 

with the mercury at 82 ° On the other hand, the 

invaluable red clover with its long tape root, delights 

in the hot dry weather, which dwarfs its pigmy cog

nate into nothingness. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE 

THE GREAT AND INCREASING COAL TRADE—NIAGARA 

SHIP CANAL. 

As the freighting in farm produce and pine lumber 

'falls off on the canals of Western N. Y., the freight

ing of coal increases. Thirty years ago, no coal came 

from Pennsylvania through the Chemung Canal and 

Seneca Lake; now to one load of grain or lumber, thir

ty loads of anthracite or bituminous coal pass down 

the Cayuga and Seneca Canal on their way to the 

Grand Canal, to go both east and west. Finely 

painted boats built here this winter at a cost of $4,500 

each, carrying 250 tons, the load of a ship at the 

beginning of the present century, are now compeUed 

from the lack of western freight at Buffalo, to turn 

colliers and carry coals: Yet there are soi disant 

political economists, now importuning Congress to 

borrow more millions to build a ship canal around 

Niagara Falls, lest the far west should lack passage 

way enough to the ocean, with their products. Forty 

seven loaded coal boats passed the first lock below 

Seneea Lake at Waterloo yesterday; some of thebitu-. 

minous coal went to the North River, butnoneofthe 

hard coal goes east of Syracuse: Buffalo, Rochester, 

Syracuse, and Oswego are the principal markets 

for coal. 
, ..«_j i mi«-as»-—. 

THE SEXES OF THE HONEY BEE. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY WILLIAM BUBTOH. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I noticed in one of your columns, 

in the May number, a few questions respecting the 

sexes and natural instincts of the, honey bee. The 

honey bee, (Apis Mellifflca,) as a portion of the in

sect creation, is composed of two sexes, male and 

female ; therefore, male and female constitute a 

colony of bees. 

The drone is a complete male bee, fulfilling the 

mission which nature requires. 

The queen is the only perfect female. 

The workers axe females, whose ovaries are so im

perfectly developed by the capacity of the cell in 

which they are reared, that they are incapable of 

breeding, and which retain the instinct of females 

only so far as to take of the brood and provide'their 

own sustenance. 

Theflueen is the parent of the hive, and her sole 

province and occupation consists in laying the eggs 

from which originates thoBe prodigious multitudes 

that people the hive and emigrate from it through 

the season. The reason why all impregnated eggs 

produce females, either workers or queens, and all 

unimpregnated ones -drones, or why the queen has 

power to lay eggs that will produce drones with

out impregnation, are questions far beyond the 

power of the human mind to solve. Common sense 

and religion alike teach us to receive all undoubted 

MS FARMER. 

facts with becoming reverence, whether in the nat

ural or spiritual worldr 

In regard to the queen discriminating between 

the worker and male eggs, I believe the sex is 

determined by the capacity of the cell in which 

they are reared ; for instance, let a populous colony 

which possesses a fertile queen, be supplied with 

drone comb, and the progeny will be drones; on 

the other hand, supply them with worker comb, and 

the progeny will be worker brood. I believe that 

when she deposits her eggs in workers' cells, her 

body is slightly compressed by their size, thus caus

ing the eggs as they pass the spermatheca to receive 

a portion of its fertilizing contents. 

On the contrary, when she is layingin drone cells, 

as this compression does not take place, the mouth ' 

of the spermatheca is kept closed, and the eggs are 

unimpregnated. Bees, when deprived of their 

queen are endowed by nature with the power of 

remedying this disaster by converting the larva of 

worker into a royal one, and by means of a cell of 

greater dimensions, and of a suitable kind of nour

ishment, producing a queen that shall be to all in

tents and purposes a female or mother capable of 

preserving her kind. 

It is a curiosity to witness the method they adopt 

when deprived of their queen to rear one in her 

stead. They first select an egg in a suitable posi

tion to their wants; then they gnaw down two or 

three cells to their base, and rear a cell in the form 

of a cone around the egg, and by supplying it with 

a peculiar kind of nourishment (which apiarians 

call royal jelly) are capable of rearing u perfect 

female. 

SUGAR NOT AN EXHAUSTING CROP. 

THE elements which compose pure sugar are 

derived wholly from the atmosphere; hence, if from 

a cane crop all but the sugar is returned to the soil, 

cane may be cultivated on the same land for any 

period without exhausting it. The bagasse and 

skimmings and the impurities which remain in the 

sirup and sugar, contain elements which are derived 

from the soil, and which, if not replaced, must 

render the soil unproductive. Phosphoric acid tenters 

largely into the composition of sugar canes. This 

may be restored to the soil by returning the bagasse 

or the: ashes produced frorndt, and the skimmings 

or their equivalent. If fertilizers are used, they 

should be such as contain the least ammonia. Fresh 

stable or barn:yard manure, or Peruvian guano, 

should not be used, for however favorable thei nitro

gen which they contain may be to vegetation in 

general, their presence in excess is inimical to suc

cess in sugar making. Mexican and other guanos 

which are eminent for the phosphoric acid they con

tain, bone-meal, or well rotted manure, may be used 

on cane fields 'fre&y.^-Sorffa Journal. 
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BARN YARDS. 

IN the construction of a barn yard, many farmers 

seem to think that little or no planning and skill is 

necessary. They generally build their barns with

out any regard to the yard, whether it is to be on 

the east, west, north or south side. The yard, how

ever, is quite as important as the barns, and should be 

so situated that the manure in it will not escape and 

run off, as is frequently the case, down some hill. 

There are farmers who think that a stream of 

water running directly through their barn yards, 

for watering stock, is a good thing, whereas it is the 

worst place for one that can be imagined, taking the 

saving of the liquid manure into consideration, as a 

large portion of it, must of course, find its way into 

the stream, and pass off where it does nO good to 

any one. 

A great desideratum in constructing a barn yard, 

is the preservation of the manure; and for that pur

pose, it should be excavated in a bowl-like shape, on 

a gentle declination from the circumference to the 

center, and the bottom made tight with clay made 

into mortar, while applying it, so that the liquids 

of the yard will not leach down into the subsoil and 

be lost. 

Such a yard is an excellent receptacle for manure, 

where it may lie over a season, to ferment and decay, 

and be in good condition to apply to land. 

Into such a yard a compost may be made to great 

advantage, by carting in muck, leaves, and anything 

upon a farm that may be gathered up to decay, 

placing such things in layers, and covering each 

with a layer of stable manure, aU to be mixed by 

the tramp of cattle in the yard. 

N o farmer can put too much manure into such a 

yard, provided he keeps it well covered with coarse 

litter, to prevent evaporation of the gases (ammonia) 

which are constantly seeking opportunity to pass off 

into the atmosphere. These gases are to the manure 

what blood is to the human system—the life of them; 

and to allow them to escape, is throwing away the 

foundation of all success in agriculture. 

It is often said that manures keep best under 

cover; but that is not the case, except in compari

son with the ruinous practice adopted by some 

farmers, who throw their manure out of their stables 

into heaps, where the rains wash a large portion of 

their virtues away, where no good is done by them. 

Manure in a yard as above stated, when well cover

ed with straw or other coarse litter, is actually under 

cover, and in a better condition than it would be un

der a shed, where it would be liable to injury from 

a lack of moisture. 

Another important consideration in constructing 

a barn yard, is the protection of stock from the cold 

north and west winds; and the south side, conse

quently, is the best side of the barn to have it. | 

Stock that are well housed in winter, and have 

warm sheds to run under when not in the stables, 

will keep in good condition on much less fodder, 

than when they stand exposed to the raw chilling 

blasts, from the north and west in the winter season ; 

and the owner actually saves about one-third of the 

fodder they would require, if turned into a yard 

facing the north or west. 

Farmers, you should do more hard work than you 

are accustomed to do, if you would be prosperous in 

your business. It is not always the hardest working 

farmers who make the most money, but generally 

those who use their brains often, when their hands 

are idle.—Agricultural Review. 

ALKALI. 

THIS term is constantly used by farmers in speak

ing of manures. It is well to understand its deriva

tion and precise meaning. It is of Arabic origin. 

Dr. Dana says that Katl is the Arabic word for bit

ter, and al is like our word super ; we say fine and 

superfine : so kali is bitter; alkali, superlatively bit

ter, or truly, alkali means the " dregs of bitterness." 

Alkali is a general term which includes all those 

substances that have au action like the ley of wood 

ashes. If this ley is boiled down, it forms potash. 

What is chiefly understood by the term alkalies, 

means potash, soda, and ammonia. Potash is the 

alkali of land plants; soda is the alkali of sea plants ; 

and ammonia is the alkali of animal substances. 

Potash and soda are fixed; that is, not easily 

raised in vapor by fire. Ammonia always exists as 

vapor unless fixed by something else. 

Lime, fresh slacked, has the alkaline properties 

of potash, but weaker—so has calcined magnesia, 

but in less degree than lime. Here are two sub

stances, earthy in their look, having alkaline proper

ties. They are called, therefore, alkaline earths. 

When the tongue is touched with a bit of quick 

lime, it has a hot, burning, bitter taste. These are 

called alkaline properties. Besides these, they have 

the power of combining with and taking the sour 

out of all sour liquids and acids ; that is, the acid 

and the alkali neutralize each other. Were it not 

for this, there would probably be no such thing as 

vegetable growth.—N. E. Farmer. 

CANADIAN EXPORTS.—From the last half-yearly 

trade returns it appears that " there were exported 

from Canada in six months, 15,000 horses, 103,810 

horned cattle, 158,000 sheep ; the total value of this 

class of exports being $7,933,355. Of wheat, grain 

and other agricultural produce, the value of the ex

ports was $11,954,878, the most of which went to the 

United States. Tho total exports for the half year 

were $13,655,403, being an increase over" the corres 

ponding year of more than $10,000,000. 
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SPIRIT OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 

Broom Corn. 
"We extract the remarks below from The NewEngland 

Farmer: , 

The cultivation of this article seems to be extending. 

"• In Massachusetts, and in some parts of New Hampshire, 

large quantities are annually produced, thebijush sell

ing for a high price to the broom manufacturers, and 

the seed, which is a highly nutritive and an excellent 

food for swine, being retained for domestic purposes. 

Thehrooni'corn requires'a rich, warm soil̂  similar to 

that required by Indian corn. It is not considered a 

very strong exhauster, and is generally regarded-as a 

sure crop, being but little liable to injuries from the 

cut worm or any other insectivorous depredator. . It is 

generally cultivated in drills, tho manuring being either 

broadcast or in drills, as circumstances render most 

convenient. The brush ordinarily defrays all expenses, 

and leaves the grain—which often amounts to thirty 

Vushels per acre—a clear gain to the cultivator. Where 

there is a market for the brush, broom corn can scarce

ly be other than a very profitable crop. It is said to 

leave the soil in excellent order. 

mere useless excrescences; thatthegrowing and wear

ing them require additional food arid is equivalent in 

effect to binding an equal weight on the head of horn-

lesS'Cattle; that,they are an impediment to safe trans

portation in railroad cars, and that horned cattle require 

more yard and stable room than polled cattle. Some 

experiments are narrated, sho wing that it is very easy 

to establish a hornless family in any breed. 

REMA H K S . — I n the Fourth Annual Report of the Sec

retary of the Board of Agriculture of Michigan, reference 

is made to the Galloway (hornless) breed of cattle, and 

they are highly commended, but no more highly than 

they deserve, to the notice of American farmers. " There 

can be little doubt," says the Eeport, " of their adapta

tion to the northern portion of the country." This fact, 

and " their obvious merits have caused them to increase 

and spread rapidly",in,, Canada West; and at the Pro

vincial Show last autumn, there w.ei-e-no less than 70 

entries in this class. The indifference of American 

breeders to this valuable class of animals is truly sur

prising.—EDS. 

Abortion in Cows. 
A correspondent of The Country Gentleman writing 

from Washington, says :—x 
I wish to call attention to the proceedings of the 

"Edinburgh Obstetrical Society." At a meeting of this 

society papers were offered by several eminent physi

cians, testifying to the success that had attended the 

use of "Chlorate Potash," administered to pregnant 

women that had invariably miscarried before. One 

case is mentioned of a woman- who had given birth to 

16 still-born children. Under this treatment the 17£h 

was born alive and healthy. 

I therefore,suggest to your farmers who are suffering 

by the abortion of their cows, to try the " chlorate 

potash',' as well aS other experiments. This salt 1B 

harmless, and might be given in ounce doses per day 

from the, period of conception until the birth of the 

calf. Its cost would be about 75 cents per pound, or 5 

cents a day. The action of this medicine, like many 

others, is' not clearly understood, but the supposition is 

that its beneficial effects are produced by the oxygen it 

is capable of affording the blood. Should this be cop-

Tec!, I would farther suggest in an economical view the 

use of the nitrate of potash (saltpetre) in place of the 

chlorate, as being very rich in oxygen, and procurable 

at a much less price. If the cause, however, is from a 

deficiency of some of the salts necessary to a proper 

assimilation of the vital fluids, then the phosphate of 

lime (bonedust) may answer as well as any other. 

Remedy for Caked Udders. 
It is stated in an exchange that a cow having a caked 

bag may be cured by tying her in a stable in which 

horses ars kept. A few nights will complete the cure. It 

is probable, that the strong ammoniacal vapors which 

arise in warm weather from the horse stable is the re

medial agent. If so, would not spirits of hartshorn, 

applied in small quantities, directly to the caked bag* 

be effectual? Care should be used in making the 

application, as too much might raise a blister.—German-

town Telegraph. 

Cows, says The Maine Farmer, should be milked early 

. iu the corning, so that they may feed on" the dewy 

grass. ' Two hours of such feed is worth as much as 

that of the rest of the day, towards getting agobdflow 

of milk. So wake up, boys, at father's rap on the par

tition wall, and hurry to the yard with pail in hand, 

and have the cows in the pasture. before anybody's 

else. Be sure and milk clean. A boy who will always 

milk clean will have a good recommendation of being 

faithful wherever he goes, and such recommendation 

always goes a great way among business men. 

Culture of Mangel Wurtzel. 
The North British Agriculturist contains the .direc

tions given below: 

Mangolds prefer a deep heavy loam, but they can be 

grown successfully on light loams, provided that they 

are manurially in high condition. The land should he 

liberally manured. In addition to farm yard or street 

manure, a mixture of guano, superphosphate, and salt 

should be applied, from three to four cwt. of each sub

stance to the acre. The land should be prepared in the 

same manner as for a turnip crop, the distance between 

the rows being from 26 to 30 inches ; 28 Inches will 

generally be found the most suitable width for sowing 

and cleaning the crop. The most commonly grown 

kinds are the Orange Globe, Red Globe, and Long Red. 

Of these the Orange Globe is the most suitable for soil 

of medium depth and friableness. The quantity of seed 

necessary for an acre depends upon the quality of the 

seed. Four to five pounds per acre is generally suffi

cient. The seed should be steeped in liquid from the 

dunghill, and afterwards mixed with damp sand to 

hasten its germination previous to sowing. 

B Hornless Cattle. 

A correspondent of Tits Country Gentleman rather 

forcibly presents the arguments in favor of polled cat

tle. He claims that horns are dangerous; that thoy are 
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Remedy for Mildew. 

A correspondent of The Horticulturist writes to that 
journal, his experience in the use of a remedy for 
mildew, recommended by the French Government in 
1852, and published iu the Journal de la Societe d'Horti-
adlure, Practique de VAin:—"Take one pound of flour 
of sulphur, and one pound pf slack lime, to which 

three quarts of water are added, gradually, by stirring 

the mixture-, the whole put over a slow fire, and to re

main boiling, stirring it until reduced to 21-2 quarts. 

The liquid, after the solid matter has deposited, is to be 

corked in bottles, and in case of want, mixed with one 

hundred times the' quantity of rain water, and applied 

all over the plants, first before the buds open, and a 

second time before the blooming, and the cure gen

erally is radical. I have just applied this remedy, with 

fall success, to a lot of roses wmth I intend to force." 

m a n a g e m e n t of Butter. 

Great care, says The Massachusetts Plowman, is required 

in salting or seasoning, whether for a distant or hornet 

market. Over salted butter is not only less palatable to 

the tasje, but less healthful than fresh sweet butter. 

The same care is needed as to the box in which it is 

to be packed, whether it be a firkin in which it is to 

remain till used, or only in the box to take to market 

as fresh lump butter. The best and richest flavored 

article will be spoiled by sending it to the exhibition 

or to market in new and improper boxes. 

Rotation of Crops In Orchards. 

The theory of rotation of crops in general farm prac-' 

tice, says a writer in The Canada Farmer, is based on 

the fact that constantly growing the same produce ex

hausts particular elements in the soil, and this fact,.no 

doubt, often accounts for barrenness of fruit trees and 

the failure of orchards. The soil is robbed of its nutri

tive qualities year after year—no new supply is furnished, 

and out of nothing , nothing can come. The practical 

lesson is obvious, we must feed our fruit trees, if we ex

pect them to feed us. 

Crass Seed to tbe Acre. 

A speaker before the Kelso (Canada) Farmer's^Club 

recommended the following quantity of seed per acre,. 

for a medium soil: "To lie one year in grass—3-4 

bushel annual rye grass, 1-4 bushel Italian rye grass, 

41bs. English red clover, 21bs. English alsike clover, 

21bs. white clover, 41bs. red clover; and for cutting I 

would recommend 1-2 bushel annual rye grass, 1-2 

bushel Italian rye grass, 81bs. English red clover, 21bs. 

English alsike clover: and where the land is clover sick, 

2 or 31bs. of yellow may be added as a safeguard, in the 

event of the red clover giving way, but it makes a 

coarse hay when allowed-to stand and ripen. The 

following mixture I propose for two years, with the 

understanding that it is to be used principally for 

pasturage—3-4 bushel perennial rye grass, 1-4 bushel 

Italian rye grass, 21bs. English red clover, 21bs. Engr 

lish cow grass, 21bs. English alsike clover, 41bs. Eng

lish white clover, and 41bs. English yellow clover. 

English red and cow grass being so much allied, I 

have included these in equal quantities." 
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Trees as Live Fence Posts. 
Lincoln Fay, of Portland, Chautauqua county, writing 

to the American Institute Farmers' Club, as reported 
in the Tribune, says :—"I have a row of cherry trees 
along the highway, eight, feet apart, which serve for 
fence posts of the very best kind: and the crop of these 
trees some years equals the interest of $1,000 per acre. 
Nothing but lightning has ever broken down the fence. 
I also have forty rods of cnestnut trees, eightfeet apart, 
along the highway, which I a m also using for fence 
posts. I have also thirty rods of maples set the same 
distance. Opposite the maples stand a row of sixty 
early Astrachan apple trees, giving an abundance of fruit 
to the owner as well as to travelers. Cherries, chestnut 
and apples furnish fruit; and in a few years -the maples 
will yield sugar. These trees add beauty and value 
to the farm. Upon a new line of road just opened, I 
have planted apple trees twelve feet apart for fence 
posts, as I have found eight feet closer than necessary. 
If a wind break as well as fence posts be desirable, it is 
better to plant the trees eight feet apart. Upon all 
division lines ash trees might be planted and cut lor fuel 
at the hight of the fence, as the stumps will always 
send forth sprouts. In planting trees along the highway 
the most serious trouble I have had, has been to get the 
cattle law enforced. Copperheads, hen roost robbers, 
and all that class, against which we have to guard our 
granaries, with lock and bolt, call m e 'hard to the poor' 
because I won't suffer their eattle to steal a precarious 
living in the highways, although I allow them to cut 
all the grass on the road side." 

Product of Sugar por Acre. 
The Sorgo Journal gives the following table of the 

average product of sugar per acre in all the principal 
sugar-producing countries; 

s * • Pounds, 
Mauritius, 6,000 
Brazil,..' 5.000 
Cuba 4,000 
W c of Bouijbon 3,800 
Guadaloupe, 2,(*:0 
Vera Cruz '. .'..'. 1-900 
Martinique, 4 ...'. 1,100 
Bengal 1,600 
St. Domingo, 1,100 
Louisiana, : 1,000 
The average product in the Island of Mauritius which 

had fallen off to less than 2,000 pounds to the acre, was 
a few years ago raised to its present standard by im
proved systems of husbandry, including a free use of 
guano. The soil is very rough and obstinate, and can 
not be worked except with hand implements. 
Preserving Ttllk. 
A n easy way of preserving milk or cream sweet for a 

long time, or of removing the sourness when it .has 
already come on, is to add to it a small quantity of com
m o n soda, pearlash or magnesia, of the druggist shop. 
Cattle In Barns. 
A correspondent of The Country Gentleman says: "I 

am fully persuaded that cattle not only do not sustain 
any injury, but on the contrary, are greatly benefited 
by close confinement to their stalls in cold weather, 
and chilly winds." 
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DEW-DROP. 

Now owned by John Sheldon & Son, of Moscow, 

Livingston Co., N. Y. W a s bred by Colonel E. S. 
Stowell, of Cornwall, Vt.; is now four years old ; 

purchased of Stowell, in December 1865, at $6,000. 
W a s got by Stowell's Sweepstakes, by the McFarland 

Ram Peerless, by Hammond's Sweepstakes, by Little 

Wrinkley, by Old Wrinkley, by Old Greasy, by 

Wooster, by Old Black ;. purchased of At wood: see 

Practical, Shepherd, pages 121 and 412. Dew-drop's 

dam, Sukey 1st, by Hammond's Long Wool, from 

Old Sukey, bred byHammond. 

Peerless dam was also dam of Hammond's Kear-

sage ; a choice ewe by Long Wool, dam of Stowell's 

ell's SweepstakeB. Light colored ewe by Hammond's 

Long Wool, from light colored ewe, bred by .Ham

mond. Most of above* rams have taken first-class 

prizes. 

FALL PLOWING CLAY LANDS.—Our farmers are 

learning one very important thing in farming our 

clay lands—that is, fall plowing, if done at the right 

time and well done. Although it doos notngcord 
with tho views of our exampltrs, yet experience has 
taught us its great benefit. N o machinery yet in
vented can fine our clay land like the frosts of wjnter. 
I can convince any one if they will only look on a 

piece of barley here, part fall plowed and part plowed 

this spring.. But the benefit to the crop is not all— 
we can plow for one-half the cost in the fall. Our 

teams are in good condition, and ready, with a small 

expense for feed. I close, and may say more on the 

subject of plowing some other time, as that is. a 

very important part of farming.—JV. H. N.—Country 
Gentleman. 

M •» — 
G O O D F E E D I N G . — T h e productiveness of cows de

pends greatly on the food they receive. The large 
products from the Herkimer dairies are obtained by 

giving the best feed the year round. As soon as 

autumn feed begins to fail, shorts, ground oats, 4c, 

are regularly given. A small and regular supply of 
roots would be valuable. They are sheltered from 

the cold or stabled, and strict cleanliness and pure 
air attended to.—Tucker's Register. 

C O R N meal fed in small quantities is good, but in 

larger quantity,, although increasing milk at first, 

subsequently augments fat at the expenso of milk. 

Valuable cows have been seriously injured by too 

large doses of Indian meal. 

A F A R M E R in Westminster, Vt., has a pair of 

yearling steers weighing 1,518 pounds. 
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J U L Y . 

The swallows skim the pending grass, 
Where tiny billows surging wave, 
And nodding 'daisies, bending, lave 

M y feet "with..'{lew drops as I pass. 

At noon the crooked swath lines show 
The clicking mowers' devious:path, 
Where pliant grasses, in the swath, 

Are deftly covered row on row, , , , 

nL 

The gardensmileswith blushing flowers 
That scent tho sultry languid air, 
And mix their STY eets with odors rare, 

From clover fields and shaded bowers. 

'Tis nature's- teeming, growing hour, 
W h e n plant-life, throbbing in each vein, 
Grows strong and fast 'neath sun and.rain, 

From seed to fruit, and leaf to flower. 
' ., ' GJ'E. B. 

THE GARDEN. 

IN the month of July, when harvest and haying are 

demanding the entire energies of the farmer and his em

ployes, it will require a true appreciation of the value 

of the garden, on his part, to induce him to divert any 

portion of the labor from the field to ,the garden; and, 

in consequence, there is great danger that the farmer's 

garden will now be neglected, and suffer-ed to become 

overgrown with weeds. Better employ an extra hand 

to attend to the garden, than to have the labor of two 

or three months partially neutralized, by a few day's 

neglect at this time. ' 

Another class—amateurs, mechanics, and professional 

men whose ordinary oceupation is withindoors, will be 

liable to be driven from the garden by the excessive heat. 

This class had better try rising an hour or two earlier 

in the morning, and devoting that time to working in 

the garden. W e always find it enervating to lie in bed 

after the sun has risen. There is also an hour or two 

before sunset, when working in the garden is agreeable, 

in the hottest weather. 

ASPARAGUS.—The season for cutting is now past, and 

the bed, if an old one, is probably covered with grass 

and weeds. Give ita shallow hoeing, and a light dress

ing of fine manure. 

BEETS. —If your prospective supply for winter is short, 

sow the.Early Blood Turnip. 

BEANS.—Attend to your Limas, and other pole beans, 

and see that they are winding around the poles. If not 

wind them around, contrary to the course of the sun, 

and tie them. 

CABBAGES.—Probably some of your plants were too 

small to use at the usual time of transplanting, but, are 

now fine plants. Set them in vacant spots. 

CELBBY.—Transplant all the month, as directed last 

month. I 
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C U C U M B E R S — M a y yet be sown for pickles. Old hills 

destroyed by bugs, should be resown. 

MELONS.—Destroy the bug's, and thin to three plants 

in 'a hill. 
PEAS.—Clear off the dead vines, andthrowtothe pigs. 

"They will find any stray peas. Save the brush, and put 

under shelter for next year. 

POTATOES.—Don't hill up much, keep clean, and when 

you commence digging greed ones, select the hills'hav

ing the fewest and largest stalks, as they contain the 

largest potatoes. ' > 

TOMATOES.—This now highly appreciated vegetable, 

will begin to ripen about Rochester the latter part of 

the mouth. Cut back the leading shoots. 

"TURNIPS.—The Ruta Baga, and Sweet Russia should 

be sown early • in the month; the Yellow Abei'deen in 

the middle; and the Red Top Strap Leaf, the latter part. 

It is.always'best to sow in drills, 15 to 18 inches apart. 

SMALL ERUIT8. 

STRAWBERRIES.—AS soon as done hearing, clean them 

out, and give them a dressing of fine manure. 

'RASPBERRIES.—Allow them to get fully ripe before 

picking for family use. 

GRAPES.—Pinch off superfluous shoots after they have 

formed one leaf, and pick off at least half the bunches 

of, fruit. Nine gardeners, out of ten allow too many 

hunches to grow, and, in consequence, get less and 

poorer fruit. 
PROSPECTS. 

Nothing has yet occuredto mar the fair prospect of 

a fruit crop, mentioned in our last. , The various insect 

enemies of fruit are at work, as usual, but nature has 

made such, ample provision,' that we can spare two 

thirds of what is started, and have a good crop left. 

W e notice an unusual amount of dead wood on peach 

ti'ees, caused by the hot weather last September start

ing a fresh growth, which had not time to mature before 

it was reached by the frosts of winter. 

CULTIVATION OF AN ORCHARD. 

WRITTEN FOE THE AMERIOAN FAEMEE BT P. 0. EEYNQLDS. 

FARMERS will often take more pains in starting an 

orchard, than in its after management. Aroused to a 

short-lived enthusiasm by the enormous profits which 

some of their neighbors have derived from a crop of 

apples, they go, to work, acquire the necessary,inform

ation in reference to varieties, soil, preparation, and 

planting of an orchard, follow out their instructions 

pretty faithfully, succeed in getting out their trees 

on correct principles, and then conclude that, their 

labors are done, and that their orchard will need no 

further care until it comes into bearing. They probably 

sow it to oatp,, seed it down, and m o w it for three or, four 

years, and wonder that their, trees don't grow more, 

They very likely blame the nurseryman who furnished 

them the trees, or those whose advice they followed in 

planting, for the failure of their, orchard. But, should 

fhey plant a crop of corn, and give no after culture, they 

would not expect a full crop.. Why not apply the same 

principles, in judging of their orchard? Horticulturists 
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are not yet agreed as to the proper culture of an orehard. 

Some advocate its being kept under continued cultivâ  

tion, others favor seeding it down. 

It seems to me, that there are some general principles 

of tree culture, that might be definitely settled, so that 

there need be no conflicting theories. First, it may be 

considered an axiom, that the roots of all trees and 

plants flourish best in the surface soil, where vegetable 

mold abounds, and where they may be reached by the 

atmosphere, and the heat of the sun, within from three 

to ten inches of the surface, varying with the depth and 

porosity of the soil. This principle being established; 

it then follows that our culture should be such as to 

encourage the growth of roots in this surface soil. To 

accomplish this, our culture above the roots should not 

exceed the depth of three inches, and consequently 

should not be done with the plow, but with the hoe, 

the cultivator, or the harrow. The first year after plant

ing, the roots of a tree extend but a few feet from its 

base, beyond which the soil may be worked with a plow, 

and hoe crops raised, provided the fertility of the soil 

is kept up by liberal manuring. The hoe can keep the 

soil mellow around the tree. 

The next year, a greater space must be exempt from 

the plow, around the trees. As a rule, I think the roots 

of a tree extend about twice as far from its base, as do 

its branches, and if we would avoid tearing them up, 

we must keep that distance from the tree with the plow. 

After the first season, when fitting the ground for crops 

between the trees, we could pass over the roots with 

the harrow, and during the remainder of the season, as 

we pass through the growing potatoes, beans, or, what

ever vegetables we may grow in the orchard, with the 

cultivator, we could also pass over the roots with the 

same. 

So year after year, the spaces between the trees which 

It is proper to plow, become less and less, until after 

the lapse of twelve to fifteen years, a thrifty orchard 

with trees from 34 to 32 feet apart, will extend its roots 

all over its surface when the growing of other crops, 

and the use of the plow should cease. Then tho entire 

energies of the soil should be devoted to the production 

of fruit—but its cultivation should continue. The weeds 

and grass should be kept down, and the surface should 

be kept mellow. I know of no better implement for 

tliis purpose, than the cultivator, the two-horse one of 

course. Passing over the -surface repeatedly with the 

harrow, has a tendency to pack it, but the teeth of the 

cultivator, lifting up the earth, throws it up loose, and 

mellow. 

No worse policy can be pursued with an orchard, 

than to m o w it for a succession of years. It is, in fact, 

robbing the trees of their proper aliment for the benefit 

of the hay crop. 

W e see that where the right course is pursued with 

an orchard from the beginning, its proper culture is 

tolerably clear; but supposing it has been in sod for a 

number of years, what then is to be done? The sod is 

to be broken up, so much is certain, but how? If done 

with a plow, to a depth of more than three inches, it, 

will be sure to tear up a perfect net-work of roots all 

over the orchard. But if the plow can be set to a depth 

of three inches, and firmly held there, that will be the 

best way of breaking up the sod. Repeated harrowings 

with a sharp-toothed harrow might do it, but not so 

well as the plow. 

To sum up the end to be accomplished in the culture 

of an orchard, is to keep a clean, mellow surface above 

the roots, and leave them to' grow, undisturbed by any 

implement of cultivation. 

PLANT RUTA BAGAS. 

WHEN land lies near large cities and is dear, those 

crops should be raised which, owing to the distance 

from a market will require a heavy expenditure in 

the transportation. All roots are of this character. 

When carefully cultivated, they produce largely, and 

are very profitablê  Ruta bagas, though they can 

scarcely be considered a marketable production, is 

still a valuable crop to raise for winter feeding to cat

tle. They afford not only good health and are fat-

producing, but to dairy cattle they are productive of 

an additional flow of milk and consequently Of butter. 

The ground for the crop should be plowed early in 

June, say ten inches deep, rolled and harrowed 

thoroughly, then formed into ridges, going two rounds 

with the plow to each ridge. The ridges should he 

lightly rolled, and the seed, about one pound to tho 

acre, drilled in. When about three inches high the 

plants should be thinned out to from eight to.ten 

inches apart, and kept clear of weeds—a couple of hoe-

ings will be sufficient. The crop is harvested in Nov

ember, and stored in a barn cellar, or buried in tho 

field to use as required. From six hundred to nine 

hundred bushels are raised to the acre.—Germantown 

Telegraph. 

To PROTECT CUCUMBERS, &C.—An eastern corres

pondent of The Germantown Telegraph thus writes us on 

this now timely subject;—"When cucumbers first 

start they are apt to be destroyed by a small black bug, 

and we find that the best remedy for them is to make a 

strong soapsuds and apply liberally, and they will cither 

be killed or will depart at once. The best way to des

troy caterpillars Is to remove them with the hand and 

stamp them under foot. It is far better than kerosene 

oil, which only makes them scatter over the trees." 

T H E STRIPED BUG.—This enemy to all vines will soon 

commence its ravages. They may be kept off by means 

of boxes covered with fine netting. Small cheese 

boxes, or even circular strawberry boxes, answer a 

good purpose, by covering them with thin muslin. 

This method, however, is somewhat expensive, and we 

know of no better substitute than going over the lines 

once a day; and pinching them between the thumb and 

finger. This is a sure remedy. 

LARGE EGG.—We have received from Mr. E. Baldwin, 

engraver, of this city, a larger egg than the one men

tioned in our last number. This one weighs 4 oz., and 

measures 6 1-2 by 8 3-8, and was laid by a cross-bred 

hen, of the Dorkirig and common breeds. 
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G R O U P O F I> A. IV IS I E S . 

T H E S E beautiful flowers are hardy perennials. The 

seed may be sown either in the hot bed or open ground. 

July or August is a good time to sow the seed. They 

like a rich soil, and will flower from early spring to 

late in the fall. The flowers are small during the 

summer months, but they increase in size as the tem

perature gets cooler. The green fly is the only insect 

that attacks the pansy. It is prevented by fumigating. 

r The German [Varieties represented above are of fine 

habit, great beauty, and well adapted to this country, 

and a large bed of them makes a fine show in a garden 

or on a lawn. 
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THE CULTURE OF TREES. 

WEITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FAEMEE BY "A. P."' 

MESSRS EDS. :—Allow me to say a word to your read

ers on the culture of trees; but my remarks at present, 

will be mostly in reference to dwa-f trees, the object 

being not to couvince them that I have made some new 

and very important discovery; but merely to Call 

attention to facts long since written and often repeated, 

but heeded by very few indeed.' And if aught .that I 

can suggest will arouse and stimulate, even a few indivi

duals to strike out in the right direction, and plant and 

cultivate a fruit garden, or orchard, or even a few trees 

properly and successfully, my gratification at such a 

result will be a sufficient reward. 

First, the necessity of preparing the ground by 

thorough draining and subsoiling, or trenching, and 

reducing the soil to the finest condition to the depth of . 

at least eighteen inches and deeper' if possible. These 

preparations are indispensable to success, and we advise, 

all parties who cannot make these preparations to post

pone the planting of trees of any kind until they can do 

so ; for unless this is accomplished they will have nothing. 

but disappointment, failure, and waste of money and 

labor for their reward. 

Next in importance is the selection of sortB, which 

inconsequence of'the vast number of kinds'-culti

vated and placed on the lists in the catalogues of nur

serymen, renders it a very difficult task for those who 

desire to cultivate none but choice varieties, and still 

are reluctant to leave out any that are or may be actually 

desirable. W e have never known a single instance when 

any considerable number of varieties were planted, but 

that within a half dozen years the proprietor was dis

satisfied with some one or more of them, and would 

gladly substitute some variety not embraced in his col- , 

lection, not excepting even those who were well posted 

up on the subject of varieties. This result may be 

caused in many instances by a difference in soil, climate 

and treatment. Therefore it is important when mak

ing a selection of sorts, to be governed by the result of 

sueh varieties as do actually succeed in their own im

mediate neighborhood. But, we advise all in want of 

trees, to consult the descriptions and reports of our 

horticultural and pomological societies; with which all 

should be sufficiently familiar, to enable them to make 

their own deductions, and we are inclined to add rever

ence, to the opinions of the " Father of pomology," 

Marshall P. Wilder, and his justly respected co-workers, 

Downing, Thomas, Barry, Quinn and many others of 

their pomological associates of careful and long exper

ience, whoso opinions are entitled to the highest respect. 

Before making a list of varieties, I would suggest 

that there are two choice pear trees, viz.: Bartlett and 

Sheldon, that do not succeed when worked on'qulmce 

stocks, and should therefore invariably be double 

worked oii some strong hardy vigorous variety, like the 

Viear of Winkfleld, or Glout Morceau, and if the work 

is carefully and skilfully performed, and the trees then 

properly planted, and receive proper culture thereafter, 
there is no good reason why they should not last a life 
time, excepting only such accidents as the blight, which 

other varieties, and even standards are equally subject 

to. If these two varieties cannot be obtained double 

worked, then select first-class, low-headed trees, worked 

on pear stocks; and if low-headed standards cannot be 

found, then select one-year old trees and cut them back 

so that the lower branches will not be more than eigh

teen inches from the ground, which should be the cri

terion for selecting all standards, except such as Win

ter Nellis which should be worked about two and a half 

feet from the ground. Some dealers and travelling 

agents will advise you to plant these varieties deep 

enough and take other measures to cause them to take 

root from the trunk in order to make it durable, pis-

card such, advice at once, and if you want a pear tree 

without quince roots, then purchased standard on the 

start, and be not duped or influenced to make any such 

unprofitable and foolish experiment. Such nonsense 

should only serve to convince you that the party who 

ntters it is an unscrupulous humbug, and is not to he 

trnsted in any transaction whatever. The same class 

of men will advise you to purchase trees from four to 

eight years old at enormous prices, tempting you with 

the assertion that they will bear a good crop of fine 

pears the first season, which in some instances may he 

the case'; but such trees will not thrive, and you will 

certainly be disappointed by 'the inevitable fate that 

awaits ,them, namely, premature and entire failure. The 

same men who would advise as above, would just 

as readily strive to sell you any sort of cuttings from 

the swamps for White Willow, and insist that the 

" White Willow" is the very best and only reliable 

hedge plant in America, and they will sell you plants 

of the common Rhubarb or pie plant, under the name 

of " Wine Plant," claiming it to be a new and distinct 

variety, and that it will yield an enormous quantity of 

wine, far superior 'and more valuable than any wine 

''jriade from grapes or other fruits ; also that for medici

nal purposes, superior to Turkey Rhubarb. The same 

sort of men would sell you an Isabellagrape, for a Dela

ware, a Diana, or any wildling for au Iona, Israella, or 

Adirondac; or a wild blackberry plant, for a Kittatinny; 

and the same men would, if they could get the agency, 

sell ground plaster (gypsum) for " Flour of Bone," or 

practice any species of rascality whatever. These frauds 

are being practiced constantly on the community, as any 

one may see who reads an agricultural paper; and any 

man who owns a rod of land, and don't subscribe for 

some one or more of our agricultural paper don't de

serve much sympathy. 

I will mention a new kind of sharp practice by propa

gators, which is to purchase Kittatinny plants by tho 

hundred; and cut off all the roots but one for propaga

tion, and then sell what is left of the original to their 

customers, who of course expect to get plants as grown 

by,. the originators of the variety, whereas no plants 

have ever been sold until last fall. This is virtually 

robbing their customers at the expense of the party who 

produoes and supplies the original plants; for, if plants 

with only one root ore sold and do not prove as strong, 

vigorous and hardy as other varieties planted with their 

full quota of roots, then customers will become dissat

isfied with their investment, and naturally,come to tha 
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conclusion that the variety is not what it has been re

presented to be, and that they' have been duped and 

badly sold, and the originators of the variety will be 

censured and the reputation of the plant would be ser

iously injured if not ruined, and the originators unjustly 

injured. In m y esitmation, this is gross swindling; 

but still, if the Kittatinny blackberry plants with only 

one root are just as good, and worth as much as plants 

with all their rOots, when well grown in the usual 

way, then I am making a great ado about nothing. I 

leave this for the decision of experienced propagators 

and fruit growers; but I think there is a big rat in this 

tub of meal, that should be looked after, and we should 

not be surprised if this same rat had once been treed in 

a "White Willow Swamp." 

INJURIOUS INSECTS. 

IT is now the season when the insects which prey on 

fruit trees and vegetables are most destructive, and 

require the closest attention. "Eternal vigilance" will 

be the " price" of successful contention with these tiny 

foes. The tent caterpillar, and the canker worm, prey on 

the foliage of apple and cherry trees. The apple worm 

moth lays its eggs in the calyx of the young fruit, and 

the grub, as soon as it is hatched, cuts its way to the 

core; causing the fruit to ripen prematurely. In some 

instances the worm continues in the fruit without 

causing any apparent damage, and it is only when the 

apple is being eaten or cup up, that the unwelcome 

tenant makes its appearanee. The Spitzenburg, which 

is one of the most desirable fruits, seems to be a partic

ular favorite with this destructive insect, for we find a 

great deal of this fruit wormy. A great many of the 

moths may be got rid of by building flres in the orch

ard at night. They will be attracted by the light, fly 

into the blaze, and be destroyed. Some persons place 

a lamp in the center of a tub of water; the light 

attracts the moths, they fly against the lamp, fall into 

the water and are drowned. 

The gooseberry and currant caterpillars begin then-

work of destruction as soon as the leaves, are fully 

developed. The gooseberry caterpillar is the larva of 

a species of saw fly, which lays its eggs on the ribs on 

the back of the leaves, and as soon as the young worms 

arc hatched, they commence preying on, the leaves, 

eating their way into them. Their presence may be 

detected by the appearance of numerous small holes, 

like pin-holes in the leaf, and as a whole brood are, at 

this early stage, confined to one leaf, they canbe easily 

destroyed, by picking off the leaf and trampling on it. 

Bark lice are very injurious to fruit trees, as they 

find shelter under the bark, through the crevices of 

which they prey on the sap, and injure the vigor of the 

trees. They may be destroyed by a wash of whale oil 

soap suds, or a solution of potash. Common soap 

suds have been used against them with success. The 

stems of all fruit trees cannot be too frequently washed, 

as by this means old dead bark, which affords a hiding 

place to many noxious insects will be removed, as well 

as moss and fungi which absorb the juices and conse

quently hasten the decay Of the tree. 

The flea-beetle, better known as the black bug or 
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turnip-fly, is very destructive to the seed leaves of tur

nips, cabbages, cauliflower, radishes, melons, cucum

bers, &c. It is identical, or nearly so, with the turnip-

fly (Haltica nemorum) of Europe, which commits such 

depredations on the turnip fields in Great Britain and 

Ireland, France and Germany. These flea-beetles lie 

torpid during the winter in heaps of rubbish, under 

stones, and clefts of the bark of trees, and in chinks of 

walls. They lay their eggs in the spring, on the leaves 

of the plants on which they feed, and as soon as they are 

hatched, the young grubs burrow into the1 leaves, feed

ing on them, and forming in them little ceDs, in which 

they undergo their transformations. Several broods 

are produced during the summer, so there is a constant 

succession of these'pests all through the season. A 

solution of lime has been found very useful in prevent

ing the ravages of these insects, but a better plan is 

pulverization of the soil, in order to close up all chinks 

where they can hide, and the application of abundance 

of well rotted manure, to force the plants into the 

rough leaves, as, when they reach this stage of growth, 

the bugs leave them to seek more tender food. Chick

ens are very efficient destroyers of these insects.— 

Western Bural. 

BUDDING.—This operation can, be done throughout 

the months of June and July. Those who neglected 

to have their grafting done this spring can resort to 

budding, as there is entire safety in performing the 

latter operation yet, where the grafts have been prop

erly preserved, W e prefer grafting to budding, as a 

rule, but sometimes the latter is the best, as in, the case 

of peaches and cherries. From our experience with 

the two, we think grafting makes more wood the first 

year, comes into bearing earlier, and we know it makes 

a handsomer tree.—Mass. Plowman. 

A CURIOUS H A N G I N G BASKET.—Procure a turnip of 

large size and scrape out the under side, leaving a 

pretty thick wall around; fill the cavity with earth, 

and plant in it some climbing vine—cypress vine or 

morning glory. Suspend the turnip with cords, and 

in a little time the vines will twine around the strings, 

and the turnips sprouting from below, will put forth 

leaves and stems that will turn upwards and curl grace

fully around the base. 

TREES transplanted this past spring should be care

fully looked over, and if they are not pushing strong 

will require perhaps more cutting back—perhaps 

mulching and watering. Thoroughly examine them, 

and'attend to their wants in time. 

M A N U R E E O R EVERGREENS.—Years ago, we were 

taught that animal manures were Injurious to ever

greens ; but for four or five years past, we have prac

ticed, applying old, well-rotled barn-yard manure to ever

greens of all sorts, and apparently with the best possi

ble results. Our trees and shrubsgrow vigorously, and 

put on a deeper, brighter green; while kalmias and 

rhododendrons flower more abundantly than in our old 

practice of leaf mold manuring.—Horticulturist. 
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Mm* fftpBttmeiit* 
DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

CANNING STRAWBERRi.ES,TT-Before picking, or while 

the berries are being picked, see that everything Is put 

in readiness for the doing up. You will need a good 

fire, a brass or porcelain, kettle, a large, spoon, small 

ladle or teacup, a plate, and a kettle of hot; water. Get 

ready your bottles,, Are any dirty, cleanse them, and 

see that every bottle has its proper cork, rejecting 

badly fitting or impure ones. If, tin lids are used and 

they are atallrusty, scour them; in fact have everything 

made as sweet and clean as possible. • Wash or rinse 

the boftles in quite warm,water, afterwards pour into 

each one about a pint of nearly boiling water, and 

allow them to remain so till used. This, of course 

must be just before you require them, as the object 

of the water is that the glass may be properly seasoned, 

so that they Bhall not crack when the boiling fruit 

is poured in. As soon aa the fruit is brought from the 

garden, wash very thoroughly before husking. 

Take off the husks immediately, and fast as picked 

place a layer of berries on a dish, and sprinkle over 

them a little white sugar—any kind of white BUgar will 

do. Another layer of berrieB and sugar till all are 

done. - By the time the berries are all husked there 

will be a considerable quantity of juice formed; this 

should be poured into the kettle and placed Upon the 

fire; if not enough juice, a small quantity of water 

may be added. Put into this enough berries to fill one 

or perhaps two bottles; we prefer enough only for 

doing one bottle at-a time. As soon as you are perfect

ly sure that it boils, empty one bottle of the hot water 

and fill immediately with the boiling fruit: Have the 

bottle full up to the rim of the mouth. Place in the 

cork, seal with wax, if you use that kind of bottle, (we 

do not use them as long as we can procure any other 

kind.) If a lid with rubber is UBed, place it on Imme

diately, and complete one bottle entirely before pro

ceeding further, except sparing one moment to put 

more fruit into the kettle to be ready for the next bot

tle. W e should have said that no more of the juice 

from the kettle should have been taken than was suffi

cient to cover the fruit in the first bottle; also from 

time to time the juice from the dish should bfc added to 

that on the fire. 

After one or two bottles have been filled, you will 

perceive that you may allow more juice to each bottle, 

as there will be a large increase produced by the boiling 

of any quantity of berries. Your judgment, of course, 

must guide you in this matter. 

__ Observation 1st. The bottles before using should be 

seasoned with quite warm water. Do not put them iu 

the oven as some do, as it is quite a dangerous practice, 

the bottles sometimes getting so hot that the boiling 
fruit will even crack them, 

2d. The fruit should be boiling when put into the 

bottles, corked and sealed, and the lid put on immedi
ately. 

3d. It is better to do one bottle at a time, do it well 

and be certain of success, than several with uncertain 

results. 

Although each bottle was filled to the brim before 

sealing, as shown in cut (1,) after the bottle is .cold 

every one should have a space of an inch and a half 

between fruit and lid as shown In cut (2.) 

rJi 

' When all are done and you are ready to store them, 

wipe clean and carefully, and place on a strong shelf in 

a good cellar, and once or twice during the summer and 

fall wipe again with a cloth wrung from warm water. 

This will prevent mold, &c. If the Spencer bottle is 

used, be careful not to disturb the lid after once putting 

it on. One lady of our acquaintance spoiled all her 

fruit by inserting the point of the shears, as she had 

been told to do when purchasing the bottles. Those 

bottles with rubber and tin covers,' are good, so also 

are those with screw tops; but we prefer the Spencer. 

Everyone must judge for themselves in this matter, 

as it does not depend so much upon the bottle as the 

taking care that each bottle receives the proper appli

cation of its own peculiar hermetleal sealing. Thto 

receipt is the same used for raspberries, currants, Ac. 

A G O O D F R U I T CAKE.—Take a tea cup of butter and 

two of good brown sugar and the yolks of four large 

or five small eggs; beat to a foam; then add part 

of a tea cup of sweet milk, two tcaspoonsfull of 

cream of tartar, and a small part of about five tcacupi 

of flour. Beat to a foam again; add a little more of tbe 

milk and more flour, and again mix thoroughly, till 

nearly all of the milk and flour is In the cake. Mix 

with about a tablespoonfull of the remaining milk one 

teaspoon of soda, add to the cake with the remaining 

milk and flour a pound of currants and a half pound 

of raisins with a little citron, If convenient, and one or 

two nutmegs. Grease a pan, placing on tho bottom a 

sheet or two of buttered paper. Add lightly to the 

cake the whites of the eggs beaten to a stifi froth. Pour 

into the pan and bake till done. Do not look at the 

cake till at least ten minutes are passed, and not for an 

hour, if you are sure that your oven is not very hot. 

On no account move the cake the slightest till you 

think it la done. If you find that tt is browning too 

much, place over it a sheet of paper warmed. Never 
allow the oven to be opened more than a second at a 
time, as the cold air will spoil any cake at all rich. 
When you think the cake Is done, iusert gently into 
the centre a very fine knitting needle or a clean skewer; 
if it comes out perfectly clean, the cake is done; If 
not, allow tho cake to remain till It docB. Do not take 
it from the pan till quite cold. 
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MADELINE'S KITCHEN CABINET. 

A NEW KITCHEN ERA. 

WEITTElf FOE THE AMEEICAX FAEMEE. 

The potatoes are cut in two halves, the halves scooped 

out to a shell, say half an Inch thick, stuffed with any 

sort of filling you like best, then the two halves are 

joined together, secured with a bit of twine, and baked 

just as you would bake any potato. 

9. Omelet au Bhum.—Made with eggs broken, beaten 

up and fried a la omelet, and served with half a gill of 

best Jamaica rum, having a tablespoonful! of loaf sugar 

dissolved in it and heated. 

10. Charlotte Russe.—Every cook book contains three 

to five of these haul tan extravagances. They are no

thing for poor folks to eat. Let us go by them. 

11. Maringue and Kisses.—Kisses are sweet things, 

and all very well when legitimate. But this sort of 

kisses are not adapted to the mechanical meridian. 

Maringue do. 

12. Black Tea.—M. Blot says that tea being a stimu

lant, ought never to be taken till afternoon. I think he 

is right there; but I shall never endorse the Chef's 

decision, in which he endorses popular opinion, that 

green tea is unwholesome, and black good to drink. I 

shall believe my husband sooner, who born a " Celes

tial" and bred a Chinaman, can manipulate and manu

facture teas as deftly as the veriest Yavgst Ti of them 

all. He assures me that everywhere in China, black tea 

is an abomination. "John Chinaman" never drinks 

it. But he does drink the very greenest and strongest of 

of all green teas, and a great deal of it too—frequently 

as many as fifty cups a day—so strong that they say:— 

"Jah-ning-ho kangpoo haira Josh." (It will float a por

celain Josh.) It i6 only the black teas that aro dam

aged first, and then drugged, adulterated, dyed aud 

made into murderous abominations. I think Mons. 

Blot is stumbling in the dark over black tea, as well as 
a great many other people. 

(To be continued.) 

MEAT FOR CHILDREN. 

A PHYSICIAN gives some sensible philosophical 
suggestions on this subject. Whether our readers agree 
with him or not, it will do no harm if they think of the 
matter a little: 
" Parents who give their children, under ten or 

twelve years of age, a meat diet, commit a vital error. 
The great mortality among children of tender age is, 
in my opinion, mainly attributable to ignorance on this 
point. A healthy infant,or child glows with(animal 
heat. His little vital machinery, fresh from the inge
nious hands of nature, is full of life, electricity, and 

animation. At birth his palpitating little heart con
tracts from 130to 140 times per minute. At tho age of 

three his pulse is above 90, while that of an adult aver-
'ages 75. Is it not, then, manifestly wrong to give him 
& 'Stimulating diet ? Children of this, age are full of 
•electricity; to augment in them that active elementis 
simply to inflame the blood and render them suscepti
ble to positive diseases. What I mean as positive dis

eases are fevers, bowel complaints, croup, water on the 
brain, &c. Hence their diet should be plain and nutri
tious—not stimulant. Vegetable food is the best adapt
ed to the nourishment of their little' bodies, and keeps 
their blood pure and healthful,-while flesh generates 
large quantities of carbonic acid gas, which contains 73 

parts Of oxygen in 100." 

PROFESSOR B L O T does not believe in stuffing human

ity with solids a la grosse—roast beef, ham, turkey, pot 

pie, plum puddings, pork and beans, &c., & c , dispatch

ing at a fifteen minute's sitting a bulk of solids that 

would founder an elephant, and sicken a jungle tiger. 

Hence the exercise of his philosophy and ingenuity in 

the many combinations and preparations of food, that 

shall afford the maximum amount of nourishment in 

the least bulk, and most economical and palatable form. 

M. Blot's third bill of fare is headed with— 

1. Potage aux Shuttles.—First ther& is a pastry made 

of flour, beaten eggs and tepiij water, the proportions 

being four or five eggs to a pound of flour. Mix until 

the paste con be readily rolled out on the moulding 

board less than a quarter of an inch thick. Cut in 

small fillets and cook twenty to twenty-five minutes in 

a rich broth. 

2. Fish Genoise.—The fish are stuffed with any sort of 

filling that may be preferred, baked slowly until 

thoroughly done through, and served with a rich sauce. 

3. Fish fillets of soles au naturel.—This dish is made of 

any sort of small pan fish; not so small, however, as 

to make the process of boning tedious and difficult. 

Cut the fish open on the back, remove the entrails, 

spine and ribs. Wash thoroughly, drain, salt inside 

sufficiently close, and fry in clean fat till well done. 

When dished, lay over the fish thin slices of bread 

toasted and dipped in milk and melted butter. 

i. Tripe in Poulette.—The tripe is boiled until perfect

ly tender; and then a sauce made of broth, butter and 

eggs, as rich as you can afford to make it, Is heated and 

poured over the dished tripe. Serve steaming hot, 

5. Shoulder of mutton stuffed.—Make the stuffing of 

crumbs of stale bread, half potatoes boiled soft and 

mashed fine, a few slices of onions, if you like them, 

chipped into atoms; season with thyme, sage and pep

per, make the incisions in the shoulder obliquely down1 

quite to the bone, cram in all the filling possible, close 

the lips of the cut, either with skewers or stitches of 

strong thread, and bake in a hot oven, from two to 

three hours, according to the size of the shoulder. 

6. Partridge in CJiarlreuse.—A very simple and ex

ceedingly neat arrangement of the bird. The partridge 

is first baked, carved, and laid naturally together In the 

center of a small platter, and a circular stockade built 

neatly around it composed of boiled carrots sliced thin,: 

turnips nicely mashed, and cabbage stewed, well done, | 

and minced fine. , ! 

7. Spinach aux Croutons.—The spinach is boiled soft,, 

laid lengthwise of an oval -vegetable dish, and thin slices' 

of bread fried brown, laid over and served with it. 

8. Potatoes stuffed.—I have no high opinion of this 

fashion of cooking potatoes. However, as there may 

be others than M. Blot and every living Frenchman, 

who will admire stuffed potatoes baked, I shall not erase 

them from the bill of fare. 
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(Wit**'* 8a4fe, 
Copyright. 

WE have secured the copyright of THE. AMERICAN 

F A R M E R , but shall at all times be pleased to have 

other journals copy any article or articles they desire, 

from our pages, provided each is duly credited. W e 

have noticed several of our country exchanges' Copying 

largely from T H E F A R M E R without credit, and as most 

of the matter for our columns isprepared specially for 

it, we prefer to see proper credit given. 

A Trip to New Jersey. 

HAVING heard so much in regard to New Jersey land, 

we have been anxious to see something of it ourselves, 

and on a recent trip to New York, we had'the pleasure 

of visiting, with the Farmers' Club, of New York, the 

settlement of Hammonton, situated on the Atlantic and 

Camden Railroad. Taking the steamboat at the foot 

ofDuane street, we'sooh arrived at Port Monmouth, on 

the New Jersey shore, and taking the cars, for the first 

few miles, noticed nothing particularly different to other 

• sections, but we soon'entered what is called'"the New 

Jersey wilderness," which it is, in evefy'sehse of the 

' word; For miles and miles, you can see nothing but 

sand, scrub oaks, and pines. Sand here, sand there,sand 

everywhere! The cars stopped at several small stations, 

among others, Red Bank—very appropriately named, as 

the soil is as red as the setting sun. Passing' on, we 

Soon came to the thriving settlement of Manchester, 

at which place we stopped for a short time to view the 

cranberry beds. Mr. Lewis B. Brown, of New York, has a 

' large tract planted out to this berry—over 200 acres in 

all. One large field contains about 35 acres. Banks are 

formed all around, so that in the spring, "(March and 

April,) they can easily be flooded. More than eighty acres 

were planted last spring. The beds appeared to be in 

very good order, and gave every evidence of doing well. 

Mr. Quinn, a prominent New Jersey horticulturist, 

picked off a runner which. measured four feet, two 

inches in length, from a planting of May last. The beds 

are kept clean with1 the hoe for one or two seasons, 

after which they entirely cover the grounds: W e saw 

peas in full bloom; strawberries were neiirly over. 

The season there is quite early, and small fruits grow 

well, and thrive in the sandy soil. 

From thence to, Hammonton is a continuous wilder

ness of scrub oaks, pines and sand, with here and 

there a small settlement. The people of Hammontou 

are a persevering,, intelligent .set of men, and are cer

tainly deserving of great credit for making the " wilder

ness to blossom as the rose." 

- All small fruits are cultivated with great care. 

Grapes, berries of all kinds', sweet potatoes, apples, 

pears, and 'other fruits look healthy, and appear to 

thrive in the sand. , The principal manure is '̂ forest 

ntuck and marl;" they get the latter delivered at the 

depot for $1.10 a ton. The past winter, has been the 

most severe ever known, the thermometer going down 

to 10 o below zero,rwhich probably is acconnted for by 

the cutting down of so much timber. They will have 

to plant trees of all kinds, and evergreen fences to 

break the force of the wind. 

The climate is all that could be desired, and a doctor 

told us that sickness was almost unknown to them. The 

productiveness of the soil may be accounted, for probably 

by the, large quantity, of iron which it is said^o con

tain. A pitcher of water taken from a well and left to 

.stand, will deppsit iron at the bottom; and as,our,cor

respondent says, on page 173, June number,, "iron is one 

of the, very best vegetable invigorators, known." We 

certainly were surprised at what we saw, and should 

think that small farming may dp well there, and.the 

growing of fruits of all kinds, and vegetables, for the 

New York and Philadelphia markets, which are so con

veniently near. 

Grass averages two tons of hay to the acre, and clo

ver flourishes well, and produces heavy crops. It is 

surprising when you look at the vast fields of sand, 

how anything can grow, and the wonder is, from 

whence' plants and vegetation get their nourishment. 

W e were pleased to see the spirit and enterprise shown 

by the farmers of this settlement, and may refer to the 

subject again; but at present our space is'so crowded 

that we shall have to defer further notes until another 

time. 

Notes from Canada. 

WE have great pleasure in introducing to the readers 

of T H E F A R M E R , the following interesting communica

tion from an esteemed correspondent in Canada, form

erly connected with the editorial staff of the old Genesee 

Farmer, to which he contributed many valuable articles. 

" M A O " will hereafter furnish us with the results of his 

observant eye, in whatever pertains to the agricultural 

progress of the Provinces. Our neighbors havo 

achieved a high standard of perfection in agriculture, 

and in their labors American farmers must always feel 

the deepest interest. 

As to the import duties to which our correspondent 

alludes, we cannot but regard them as excessive. 

While a due regard may be had to the necessities of tho 

government, and "protection" to a reasonable amount 

insured in a mutually adjusted reciprocity—a scale of 

duties which amounts to prohibition against a large 

stock-raising country like Canada is a positive injury 

to our own farmers. Canada produces some of the 

finost blooded cattle on this continent; her long wool 

and mutton sheep are unsui-passed, and in draught 

horses she is unrivalled. It is our interest under 

these circumstances, to have every facility for our own 

improvement by importation of provincial stock. 

W e hope to see a system prevail which may be accept

able on both sides of the line, and tend to the happi

ness and prosperity of the people of both sections.—EDS. 

EDS. FARMER:—Spring opened early, but was fol
lowed by a long period of dry cold weather. A very 

great breadth of spring crops was put in—principally 

spring wheat, oats, and barley—of the latter not so 

much as would havo been, had the prospect for fair 

prices been as good as last year. In the townships 
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bordering on the hikes, and for twenty miles back, a 

good deal of the fall, wheat, was winter killed, and 

many fields were plowed up and resown with spring 

grain; but further back where the snow lay tilliate, 

the fall wheat came out in good condition, and prom

ises a good yield. . • ' "r. • 

About the third week'in May, the weather became 

warmer, with some rain. A constant succession of 

showers with warm days since then, has given a great 

impetus to vegetation. The fields have changed from 

dingy brown to the' brightest green. 

Fruit trees blossomed rather late, and no frost having 

Occurred to hurt their bloom, they give promise of a 

fair, but hot abundant yield. The meadows look well 

where grass had been thickly sown; but clover was 

badly winter killed in spots, and will be a short crop, 

except in sheltered' situations or on warm soils. Owing 

to the prevalence of cold winds, the sheep were shorn 

later than usual, and although a heavy crop of wool is 

anticipated, but little has yet come to market; prices 

apparently not suiting our farmers, who realized large

ly on that item last year, end are slow to accept so con

siderable a reduction as is now offered on last season's 

price. But it is expected prices will advance as soon as 

large orders come in, hone but small dealers being yet 

hi the market. Our wool being mostly' of the long 

combing class, is in great demand for home kmade 

goods, tweeds, and heavy cloths, suitable for winter 

wear; much of it being manufactured in the country, 

so that the duty recently imposed in the United States 

on wool, will rather encourage the home manufacturer 

to the detriment of the foreign manufacturer. 

The exportation of live stock to the United States, 

which had been going on at a .great rate all winter, 

threatening to bring up meat and butter, to famine 

prices, has been suddenly put a stop to by the United̂  

States government imposing a, heavy import duty-, 

much to our relief, and our farmers are again turning 

their attention to stock raising; and what is more, are 

improving the breed, now, that they find it pays to raise 

stock. , 

The amount of root crops, put in will be,large, as ty 

is found to be, more profitable to feed roots and cut 

straw, than hay to young stock, as they thrive better 

and grow faster, coming in earlier under such treat

ment, than by the old method of being half starved on 

dry provender. Owing to the abundant crops of last 

year, and the high prices realized for grain and surplus 

stock, our farmers are in comparatively easy circum

stances; and with another favorable season wjll be 

enabled to carry out many Improvements in the way 

of new fencing, farm buildings, and the addition of 

many luxuries that have hitherto been a'stranger to 

their homes, not the least of which is the ability to keep 

a, hired girl to relieve the good, wife from .the' most 

laborious of her household duties. ,',.,.. MAO. ,, 

- The foregoing and following 'otters were re'eeived after 

the agricultural department .was all'closed, and as they 

are particularly.interesting a,\ this time, we give, them 

room here rather than defer them to.̂ he next number. 

Pennsylvania, West Jersey, and " D o w n 

Delaware." 

LAST DATS OP JUNE. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I have been found through ten coun

ties of three States since last report, and have looked 

at a thousand wheat fields, and into ever so many 

peach orchards. Didn't find many peaches'; so.I am 

obliged to retract something, or rather qualify my 

last peach proclamation. No one is going to give 

away peaches this year, notwithstanding I did say, and 

think so, a month ago. The trees Slowed enough to 

prelude a break down burden of fruit, and the peaches 

set thick enough.' But most of them got sick, or dis

couraged, or something else, and fell. Only about a 

quarter of a very light crop' left. 

Apples are plenty. All the trees are in bearing—not 

overloaded; but in the aggregate a big crop of apples 

this way this season. Cherries, pears, and all small 

fruits exceedingly abundant. Hay is unusually good in 

quality, but only barely medium in quantity. Wheat, 

so far as I have cruised, with very few exceptions, lookB 

a great deal better, and more of if than I ever saw in 

these latitudes. Rye in Pennsylvania the same. Oats 

and corn coming ahead fast, and no disaster happening 

them hereafter, there will be extraordinary crops Of 

wheat, corn, and oats in ten counties through which 

"we've been roaming" these two weeks past. 

W e have some dairymen, and dairymen's wives and 

daughters in Montgomery,: and Chester, and Bucks 

odunties, equal to in butter making, and in other ami

able accomplishments ahead of our country cousins 

over there in'the "Land o"'Goshen." Montgomery 

county is the star in butter'and milk, as it is the garden 

county of the Keystone State. 

From several of the hights northward from the 

Schuylkill, westward from :Shahnonville and along 

either bank' of the silvery romantic Perkiomen, the 

viewB are more varied and enchantingly lovely than 

any I have ever seen elsewhere upon the surface of 

this wide world. Gracefully rounded rolling hills, 

gently sloping vales, green pastures dotted with graz

ing herds, broad fields of waving grain, darker belts 

of woodlandfoliage fringing the bold banks of serpen

tine streams—neat, substantial, and cozy 'farm houseB, 

cottages ornee, and here and there a more pretentious 

pretty villa, while in the distance rise above verdure 

and foliage-clad 'hills the arrowy spires- of rural 

churches, gleaming white in the sunlight, silent fin

gers pointing erring mortals heavenward. 

Such an Eden land—such an earthly paradise-

Claude of Loraine, had he lived and looked upon it, 

would have gone wild with very eestaey; then dashed 

from him brush and palett in the madness of despair 

that hecouldproduce On Ctinvas nothing so encnWing. 

<<Such in brief, and not a'thousandth'part of its beau

ties touched by description' is the' surrounding of Rose 

Hill the residence of' Thomas -Hopkins. There is 

where one may witness' admirable -butter making, and 

look upon excelsior butter. Down at cream head-
iquarters, under a wide - branching tree, at early dawn 

revolving by horse power, whirls, u churn, in dimen-
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sions like a young overshot mill wheel-̂ -clitter, clitter, 

swish, clish, goes the many gallons of sweet cream 

within the immense cylinder, every implement and 

appliance of butter making, as sweet and immaculate 

of all impurities as the sylvan shrine of Ceres, at fabled 

Tempe, and the fair maid of Rose Hill, mistress of the 

golden revel, with sister aids-de-camp, stand prepared 

for active operations. 
In less than thirty minutes a bright, yellow mass is 

transferred from the churn to the receiving tubs, and 

down under ground into the cool cave. Then begins 

the parting and deft manipulations, working out every 

particle of butter milk, weighing, with two pennies 

over-weights on the scales, that the purchaser shall in 

no instance be defrauded. Then, a toss to and fro from 

hand to hand, to fashion, clip-clip, as rapid as one can 

count, to print, and then down on the snowy clothed 

table, to lengthen out the lines of the brilliant butter 

brigade. 
And thus the work goes rapidly on j no patent but

ter workers to break up the " grain;" no washing, to 

render the butter a mass of greasy, gluey salve—all is 

sleight of hand and nimble dexterity, and while we 

stand wondering, the fair butter makers have meta

morphosed the great golden mass, as if by magic, into 

beautiful pound and half pound prints. 
COSMO. 

Extracts from Letters. 

ONE of our correspondents who is travelling through 

the West, writes us from Kansas a. few. interesting-

items, and says: 

" I have been in Lawrence nearly one week, and like 

it very much. I like the country much better than any 

I have seen for some time. I think KansOB, in a few 

years will be ahead of anything in this country. Emi

gration is pouring into the State in a perfect stream. 

It is estimated that 50,000 have come into Kansas 

since the first of January. It has the best kind of 

society. It is well calculatedtfor stock, has plenty of 

water, and a good deal of timber along the streams. It 

is a very good, fruit country. You can grow all the 

different kinds of grapes. Take it altogether, I like 

Kansas the best of any State I was ever in. It has 
been and is Btill very wet. Farmers are afraid it will 

injure the crops, if it docs not hold up soon." 

"B. F."B. writes us from Cheater county, Pennsyl

vania, under date of June 14th, the following inter

esting items:— 

" W e have had for the past two weeks quite a 

growing time, plenty of rain and some hot weather. 

Oats, wheat and hay will bo a good crop; the pros

pects are three times as good as they were twowecks 

ago; corn is growing luxuriantly; apples promise 

well; pears and peaches will be,scarce; cherries and 

plums a failure this year; butter is very plenty, and 

came down witli a rush, 25 cts. a pound; beef, and 

meats of all kinds as well as grain have gone up in 
price and scarce." 

• •» m 

To the willing no labor is really toil. 

Notes o n the Weather, from m a y 15th to 

June 15th. 

THE last half of May gave us for mean temperature, 

53.3 degrees, or 5.7 degrees below the general average, 

59 degrees. The hottest day, the 20th, gave 86 degrees, 

the hottest noon; and its mean was 70.7 degrees. This 

was the Sabbath, on which the severest hail-stonn ever 

known here by far, passed over us, leaving half a mile 

wide and three times that length greatly injured. This 

hail storm extended from the Mount Hope nurseries, 

on the east side of the Genesee, over the dwellings, gar

dens, and fine green houses, eastward and northward, 

and the desolation of plants, exotica in pots, graperies, 

and glass of windows and conservatories must be imag

ined, for there is not space to describe it. The hail 

storm was spread over several miles square, but the rttin 

produced was happily, much confined. The only hail 

storm remembered as destructive here, passed over this 

same desolated tract on the last Sabbath in August, 

1841, twenty-five years ago. 

The heat of the month was 52.4 degrees, which is less 

than the general average, 56.2 degrees by 3.8 degrees. 

Indeed, the last half was the culdest, except two, of this 

half, in 30 years, and the range of the annual mean of it 

is between 51.7 and 65.9; and also this May waB the 

coldest but two in that period. A little frost occurred 

on the 2Sd and 24th, but fruit, seems not to have been 

injured. The season is rather late, but is giving good 

indications. Water of the month 2.90 inches. 

J U N E began with a cool day, but soon became warm, 

and this half has been above the average, as its mean 

temperature was to the general mean as 65.9 degrees 

to 63.4 degrees. The 13th gave us 84 degrees at 2 P. M., 

after a series of thunder showers, which began a little 

after 4 A. M.; and of this day tho moan was 72.3 degrees, 

the hottest day thus tar. The rain has given us a bouni 

tiful supply of 2.59 inches, much above the average. 

Much pleasant and fair weather. The season is still 

backward; roses only beginning to blossom; common 

locust now in flower, a week late; strawberries brought 

from the South; not in market from our gardens, but a 

week, at least, late. Several hail storms havo occurred 

about us, and quite destructive in some fields. Mr. 

Green, the trout raiser, at Caledonia, had thousands of 

young trout killed by the hail storm on the 5th. Still, 

grass and wheat and all cultivated objects of the farm 

are advancing. The promised seed-time has come and 

the promised harvest is on its prospective way. 

Illustrated Annual Register for 1866. 

THIS valuable annual, published by Luther Tucker & 
Son, Albany, N. Y., we havo heretofore omitted 
to notice by an oversight. W e cannot speak too highly 
of this work, which should be In the hands of every 
farmer. It is beautifully illustrated, and got up with 
the greatest care. Not only is It a model of the typo
graphical art and engraving, but the articles are all 
well written, and arc special contributions to its pages, 
and not clipped from other works, like some others in 
which the scissors are the chief editor. It is tho cheap
est and best periodical of its kind published, and we can 
cheerfully recommend it to our numerous readers. 
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Inquiries and Answers, 

PRICKLT ASH.—" J. £"—Yes, I have had some experi-

iernje with Prickly Ash, enough to know that it cannot 

be relied on as a hedging material. The shrub will grow 

far north, on both very wet and very dry land, and pet

ted, growing alone, or left free to grow as it will, often

times makes a vigorous growth, and a symmetrical bush. 

But in company, crowded a mite, it has a foolish habit 

of dying suddenly as dead as a hit, of some inexplicable 

heart disease. That yousee, friend "J. S.," might leave 

ugly gaps in your hedges, letting in the pigs; besides, 

the shrub does not bear cutting kindly. Honey locust 

is more reliable and manageable.—BUENO. 

NA P A N D A I , H E D G E SEED.—"J. S." and others.—Our 

correspondent writes us, that he will obtain the seed as 

soon as possible; but, as the Napandai matures its 

seed in March, and as no one there thinks of sowing it, 

he may be compelled to wait until next season for it. 

If it is procured earlier, we shall be pleased to inform 

you of it. 

" G. E. B."—Should think the " varmints in the gar

den" are snails, as the description corresponds exactly 

with the English snail, which are quite common in every 

garden in that country. 

Fruit Growers' Society of Western New Yorfe. 

THE Fruit Growers' Society of Western New York, 

will hold its summer meeting at the Court House, in 

the city of Rochester, on Wednesday, the '27th day of 

June. Session to commence at 11 o'clock in the fore

noon. Members are invited to bring any fruits in sea

son for exhibition. It is understood that this, like 

most summer meetings will continue but one day, and 

a general attendance is desired. J A M E S VICE, 

Secretary. 

B o o k s for Farmers. 

ON page 229, we give a list of valuable books which 

we keep for sale in this office, any of which we will 

send, postage paid, to any address,, on receipt of price. 

The list is select, and embraces'works of acknowledged 

excellence. Read over the list, and if you- desire any 

of them, let us hear from you. 

EXTRA NUMBERS.—Any of our readers who' have 

soiled their numbers in loaning to their neighbors to 

get them to subscribe to T H E .FARMER, can hkve them 

replaced with new ones by informing, us at any tiine. 

W e wish all our subscribers to have the volume com

plete. 

PRIZE E S S A Y S . — W e hope our readers will look over 

our lists, of prize essays on page 193, in- the last, num

ber, and let us hear from them on each and all of those 

subjects on or before the 1st of August. 

POSTAGE ON THE AMERICAN FARMER—is. only twelve 

cents a year payable quarterly inadvance,. If any post

masters charge more\han4ms-iV is illegal and wrong. 

T h e Pleuropneumonia, in N e w Tforlc. 

The following circular has been issued by. the Agri

cultural Society of the State of New York:;' i-

A L B A N Y , .JUNE 9, 1866. 

The Rinderpest Commissioners of the State of New 

York, having been officially informed by Dr. Samuel 

Percy that the infectious disease known, as pleuro-pneu-

monia was prevailing in several stables in New York 

and Brooklyn, and that the Board of Health has posi

tively ordered the removal of s;uchcattle from the city; 

and the Rinderpest Commissioners not being satisfied 

of their power £o act in the cases of pleuro-pneumpnia, 

referred the communication to the State Agricultural 

Society. 

The officers of the Society living in the vicinity of Al

bany, believing that publication ought to be given before 

the meeting of the Executive Committee, of the exis

tence of the disease and the danger of its diffusion, re

quested ,fhe President and Secretary to,publish such no

tice and warning. , , 

In conformity with this advice, we do hereby, ,mal5;e 

known the existence of pleuro-pneumonia, among the 

cows in the stables of New York and Brooklyn, and 

earnestly advise all purchasers of stock to examine 

those which, are offered for sale,, with reference to this 

disease, 

W e also advise.that in ease, the disease, makea, its ap

pearance in any herd, the sick animal be immediately 

and rigidly separated from the rest. 

The period of incubation of this disease varies from 

forty-two to six days. 

' It is 'well ascertained that this disease is 'strictly infec

tious —it never ocenrs' where the animalhaa not come 

into contact with diseased animals, 

The'meat of animals suffering from pleuro-pneumonia 

is dangerous when used as human food. 

It is very probable that the diseased herds which are 

how being excluded from the city will be offered for 

sale at very low prices to farmers. This contingency 

calls for additional precautions on the part of purchasers. 

' ••' J O H N S T A N T O N G O U L D , President. 

. B. P. JOHNSON, Secretary. 

AMERICAN S H E E P E O R PARIS.—The New Hampshire 

Mirror and Farmer says: 

•'It Is gratifying to learn that, this country is to be 

strongly represented in the Sheep Department of the 

next World's Fair to be held at Paris, commencingon 

the first of April, 1867. By a recent notice in the papers, 

it seems there are already entered with .the agent at 

New York City, 75 rams and ewes for the exhibition, 

andas competitors for the awards offered- To Mr. Geo. 

Campbell of Vermont, belongs the credit pf breaking 

the ice and opening the door in this direction, for his 

success at Hamburg shows conclusively that Americans 

have nothing to feaoina competition with Europeans 

for excellency of sheep in husbandry." 

OUR premium list, which was published in the last 

number, isstillopen to agents; All subscribers for the 

half volume-commences1 with'the July number: 
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T h e Cattle Plague in Ireland. 

WE have already copied from the newspapers the 

current statement that the Rinderpest, after so long an 

exclusion, has at last appeared in Ireland, but the no

tices of it in our agricultural contemporaries subse

quently received, leave the matter somewhat in doubt. 

The Scottish Farmer of May 23d, says : 

The chief interest in connexion with the cattle 

plague has been its outbreak in the townland of Dreh-

nan, county of Down, Ireland. Eight cows and calves 

have died, and nine animals were slaughtered by ovder 

of the government inspector. A cordon has been 

drawn round the farms in which the disease appeared. 

The boundaries are strictly guarded by a body of con

stabulary, and evfcry means taken to prevent the disease 

from spreading * * A telegram from Waterford, 

dated yesterday, states that the cattle disease has ap

peared in that' vicinity, a cow having died, and that 

" some of the symptoms correspond with those Of Binder-

pest." It is extremely desirable in such an important 

matter as this that people should go upon surer grounds 

than that of " some symptons corresponding with those 

of Binderpest'' before telegraphing all over the country 

that the disease has appeared in any vicinity. There 

are other diseases which present "symptons corres

ponding with those of Binderpest," but which are no 

more Binderpest than an ordinary attack of colic is one 

of cholera. 

The North British Agriculturist of the same date re

marks : 

It being a question so deeply, affecting the owners of 

stock in Ireland, every means should be adopted by the 

Government to ascertain the true nature of the disease. 

If it is the plague, the Government would be justified 

in carrying out the most stringent measures for the 

eradication of the disorder. , If, however, it is ultimate

ly ascertained that the cattle plague has not appeared, 

the sooner this,is made known the better. 

Tiie Irish Farmer's Gazette, Dublin, May 26th, is not 

quite willing to admit that the Cattle Plague has actu

ally appeared; there seems to be no way of tracing the 

source of contagion, and it concludes a leading edito

rial as follows: 

W c ought not to forget that for many years spring 

has invariably brought with it serious mortality among 

cattle in this country, from pleuro pneumonia and other 

maladies, and that, in fact, not afew of our cattle from 

the manner in which they have been wintered, are hun

ger stricken at this season, and as a necessary conse

quence, fatally diseased. This is no n e w thing; pleu

ro, that fatal disease, which, with other infliotions of a 

like nature, we o w e to the free-traders, has proved a 

vcryplague among us, but not the plague; and[we are 

strongly of opinion that at present w e are merely suffer

ing from the usual malady with which w o have unfor

tunately been too long familiar, and not from any out

break of eattle plague. While w e express this belief, 

wc would at the same time as earnestly counsel the uni

versal adoption of those preventive measures which 

have been repeatedly pointed out.—Country Gent. 

F R E N C H F L O U R F O R T H E U N I T E D STATES.—Our Con

sul at Liverpool, writes under date of May 18:—"Some 

two weeks ago I advised you of the shipment from this 

port to New York of some 15,000 bushels of wheat. I 

now have to' inform the department of State that the 

City of Cork, which sails to-morrow, takes as freight 498 

casks of French wheat flour, valued at £1,046.' I think 

this is the first instance of the shipment of French flour 

fromthisportfor the United States, and probablythe 

first time that flour has ever been shipped as merchan

dise from Europe to America." 

STATE A N D C O U N T Y F A I R S . — W e shall be pleased to 

have our subscribers send us the dates for holding agri

cultural fairs in the different States and counties. Also 

the place of holding the fairs, as we desire to publish the 

list at as early a day as possible. 

T H E Central Michigan Agricultural Society will hold 

its fair at Lansing, Sept. 12-14. Kentucky State Fair, 

Paris, Oct. 2. Pennsylvania State Fair, Easton, Sep

tember 25-27. 

literary Notices, Ac. 

AN EIRENICON/, in a Letter to the author of "The Christian 
Tear," by E. B. Pusey, D.D., Cannon of Christ Church, Oxford 
N. T.: D. Applcton & Co. Prioe $2. 

THE TEMPORAL MISSION OF THE HOLT GHOST; or 
, Reason and Revelation. By Henry Edward, Archbishop of 
Westminster. N. T.: D. Appleton & Co. Price $1.60. 

For sale in this city, by Steele & Avery. 

TBE MARKETS. 
ROOHEBTEK, Jnne 28,1866. 

FLOUR—White wheat, $16@$16.60. Rod, $12.75@14. Extra 
State, *S.S0©*9. ' 
GKAIN-^Whlte wheat, 805o. Red, 000@2TOc. Corn, 86c. 

@90c Barley. S6(»90c. Oats, 65c Rye, 90c 
PROVISIONS—Mess pork, $S8.00®$83.50. Lord, 23c. Butter, 

80c. Eggs, 22c Chlokens, 20@22o. Cheese, 20@24c Pota
toes, 1.25. 
WOOL-40@50c 
HOPS—45@65c 

N E W TonK, June 21. 
FLOUR—Market for State and Western flour is less active and 

10@20c lower. Superfine State, $6.40@$7.65; Extra State,. $7.40 
@$8.70; choice State, $8.75@$9.S0; Superfine Western, $6.40® 
$7.65; common to medium extra Western, $7.65@$9.60. 
Canadian flour $8.70@$10.25 for common, and $10.80@$18.80 

for good to choice extra. 
Corn meal is in moderate request $4.80@$5 for Western and 

$5.26@$5.85 for Brandywine. .. 
GRAIN—The wheat market Is dull, heavy and nominally 5® 

10c lower. Rye quiet and firmer. Canada, 188c, -Corn 91@94o 
for unsound, and 96@97c for Bound new Western mixed , and97o 
for old mixed Western in store. Oats, 57©61e for new Western, 
the latter price for Wisconsin. 
HOPS—Quiet and steady at 16@65c for oommon to ohoioe. 
PROVISIONS—Pork lower, but active. $S8.1S@88.87 for new 

mesB—closing at $88.25—$80.50@81 for old mess, and $26.55© 
$27 for prime. Gut meats firm at 18X@15for shoulders, and 
17#@19Vc for hams. Lord, 19.tf@22}tfc Butter, 20@82c for 
Ohio, and 25@40c for State. .Cheoee, 0@21o for common to 
prime. 
CmcAOO, June 21. 
GRAIN—Wheat dull and declined 8@5c Sales at 168@166o, 

and 106@112o for No. 1. Corn moderately active at 54@M#o 
for No. 1, and 51}£@52o for No.*. 
BUFFALO, Jose &• 
FLOUR—Stock light Prioes firm, end demand modeartc 
GRAIN—Wheat held No. 1 Milwaukee spring at 228c Corn 

held No. 1 at 71c. Oats—No. 1 Chicago at 46c. No. 2 at 45c 
Rye and barley nominal. PROVISIONS-Fork $S8@«88.S0. Lard, 23c 
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B O O K S F O R F A R M E R S , 

For Sale at tbe Office of tbe American Farmer. 

Allen's Farm Book $1.50 
Allen's Rural Architecture 1.50 
Bridgman's Fruit Manual 75 
Bridgman's Young Gardener's Assistant 2.00 
Brown's Field Book of Manures 1.50 
Buist's Kitchen Gardener 1.00 
Burr's Garden Vegetables.' 2.50 
Canary Birds, Manual for Bird Keepers 50 
Coles' American Fruit Book 75 
Dadd's Horse Doctor 1.50 
Dadd's Cattle Doctor : 1.50 
Danas Muck Manual , 1.00 
Downing's Fruits and Fruit Trees of America 8.00 
Downing's Cottage Architecture 3.00 
Darlington's American Weeds and Useful Plants 1.75 
Everybody's Lawyer 1.60 
Farmer's Every Day Book 3.00 
Farm Drainage—French 1.50 
Field's Pear Culture 50 
Flax Culture 50 
Fuller's Grape Culturist 1.50 
Hop Culture 40 
Gardening at the South ., 1.25 
Horse and his Diseases, by Jennings '.. 1.60 
Horse Doctor, or Complete Farrier ....-.... .̂  15 
Horse Taming, by Rarey ....;........'..... 15 
Johnson's Elements - 1.25 
Johnson's Agricultural Chemistry 1.75 
Klippart's Land Drainage 1.50 
Klippart's Wheat Plant 1.50 
Langstroth on the Bee 2.00 
Manual of Agriculture, by Emerson and Flint 1.00 
Miner's Poultry Book ,.. 50 
Miss Beecher's Domestic Receipt Book 1.50 
Miner's Land Drainer '. •. ,. 75 
M y Farm of Edgewood 2.00 
Onion Culture 25 
Our Farm of Four Acres .-' 80 
Phin on Grape Culture , .•- 1.50 
Pardee on Strawberries 75 
Quinby's My6tery of Bee Keeping 1.50 
Rogers' Scientific Agriculture 1.00 
Sloan's Homestead Architecture, 200 engravings 400 
Ten Acres Enough 1.50 
The Farm 1.00 
The Garden 1.00 
The House 1.50 
The Barn Yard 1.00 
The American Rose Culturist 
The American Florist's Guide 
Tobacco Culture 
Todd's Young Farmer's Mannal 1.50 
Tucker's Annual Register 80 
Wet Days at Edgewood 2.00 
Woodward's Country Homes 1.50 
Woodward's Graperies and Horticultural Buildings 1.50 
Woodward's Grapes and Wine 1.50 
W a x Flowers 2.00 
Youatton Cattle 1.50 
Youatt on the Hog L5Q[ 
Youatt on the Horse 1.50 

T U R N I P S E E D S , &c. 

By Mail, Postage Paid. 

A.U "Warranted, of the First Qtiality. 

,. per pound. 
Early White Dutch Turnip $1.00 
White Strop Leal' do 1.00 
Red Top Strap Leaf do 1.00 
Long White Cow Horn do 1.00 
Large White French do 1.00 
Long White Tankard do 1.00 
Large White Norfolk do 75 
Large White Globe do.. 75 
German Teltow do 2.00 
Yellow Stone do ,. 1.00 
Yellow Aberdeen do ] 1.00 
Yellow Finland do ]'.'..'..'.'.'.'.'. 2.50 
Golden Ball (wrv flue) do '....'. 1.00 
Improved Kuta Baga do 1.00 
Laing's do. do ;... 1.00 
Skirving's do. do 75 
ALSO, ',', .1 

per oz. cts. per B>. 
White Spined Cucumbers for pickles , .15 $1.50 
Green Cm-led Endive 80 8.00 
Corn Salad , 15 1.50 
Hardy Green Lettuce ., 80 8.00 
Brown Winter do .'...! 80 8.00 
Yellow Summer Turnip Radish.- 15 1.60 
Black Fall do 15 1.60 
Scarlet Chinese Winter do. 80 4.00 
Round Leaf Spinach.! , 10 75 
Large Flaudro do 10 75 
Prickly do 10 75 
TRADE PRICE I.ISTS ON APPLICATION. 

J. M. THOEBITEN & CO., 
jy-2t 15 John St., New York. 
QEE A 
Proclamation to tbe Fenians, 
In the advertising columns of this number. jy-2t 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
R A T E S O F ADVEETIBING—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a line per 
month; one column, each Insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver
tisements and cuts Inserted at the same rates. Special notices, 
50 cents a line. 

I P I t E M X t T M : 

CHESTER WHITE PIGS 
;FOR S -A TLi E . 

SENT BY EXPEESS TO AU PARTS OF THE FJriTED 
STATES, 

FOR CIRCULARS AND PRICES, ADDRESS, 

IT, P. BOYER, & CO, Gum Tree, Chester Co., Penn, 

S E C R E T A R T O F C A T C H I N G FISH—In any water, as fast 
as you can pull them out and no humbug. Sent for only 

10 cents, by J ULIU8 RISING, Southwick, Mass. Jy-lt 

HI).90 PER DAY! 
A g e n t s wanted,-lafl.ies and gentlemen. 1n a pleasant, per-
~ "lent and honorable business. For further particulars, free, 

N e w York. 

address A. D. Bowman &' Co., 115 Nassau street, 
(Clip out and return this notice.) 3y-it 

B U C K W H E A T F O R S E E D , 
O K A BUSHELS PURE, PRIME SEED BUCKWHEAT. 
Z i O X J Also 1,000 pounds Improved Ruta Boga—j^QOD pounds 
Flat Turnip Seed. For sale at Rapalje's Genesee ScBtl ana Agri-
cuMral Warehouse, Rochester, N . T . jy-lt 

H U S S ' P A T E N T SCISSORS S H A R P E N E R . 
E V E R Y IJAJ>Y should have one.' All canvassers and 

agents can m a k e m o n e y selling this useful little article 
without interfering with other misiness. Sample sent by mail for 
60cents. Address W . P. Peck* 18'GoldBtr'cet, N e w York; G-. "W. 
Ellis, 94 State street, Albany; or C. S. Hall, 29 State street, 
Rochester, N. Y. • ap-5t 

TO THE FENIAN RAIDERS, 
and all others w h o ought to plant a vine, with greeting r 

P R O C L A M A T I O N . 
47J978 persons wanted to send for m y N e w Annual Catalogue, 

Just issued. Illustrated. Sent free. Descriptions of all ltad-
ing small fruits. Our n e w m o d e of producing layers, by which 
w e ijave layered T H R E E A O B E S of leading kinds of grapes. P|n't 
delay, but send Immediately. ..ri^ii. 

Jy-2t 

J. H. FOSTER, JR., #""< 

10, West Newton, Westmorelan<i.Co., Pa. 

C I D E R " W A N T E D . 
T H E SUBSCRIBER will furnish Casks and pay Cash for any 

quantity of 
P T J K 3 B C I D E K , 

delivered at the Railroad or Canal. SFOT further particulars, ad-
dross H O R A C E W I L L I A M S Agent 
Bulaio,N.T.; , my-gt 
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ma: E GREAT FAMILY SEWING MACHINE. 

lAKErft 
E L A S T I C S T I T C H 

SEWING MACHINES 
Are Superior to all others for tbe following, reasons: 
It. They sew direct from, the spools, aud require no rewinding 
of thread. 

2. They are more easily understood and used, and loss liable to 
derangement than other machines. 
8. They are capable of executing perfectly, without change of 

adjustment, a much greater variety of work than any other 
machine. 
4. The stitch made by these machines is much more firm, 

elastic and durable, especially upon articles which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch. , , 
5. This stitch, owing to the manter fn which the thread is in

wrought, is much the moat plump and beautiful In use, and 
retains this plumpnesa-*nfl beauty even upon articles frequently 
washed and ironed un€fi they are worn out 
'6. The atrnettm of the seam is such that, though It be cntor 

broken at' Intervals of only a few stitches, It w*1! neither open, 
rftbf or ravel, but remain firm and durable. 

7^ Unlike other machines, these fasten both ends of the scam 
by their own operation. 
8. With these machines, while silk is used upon the' right or 

face side of' the seam, cotton may be used upon the other Bide 
without lessening the strength or durability of tb* eona. This 
can he done on no other machine, and Is a great saving upon all 
articles stitched tt made up with silk. 
9. These maphlnes, in addition to their superior merits as 

Instruments for sewing,'by a change of adjustment, easily learned 
and practiced, execute the most oeautlful and permanent em-, 
broidery and ornamental work. 
GROVE* & BAKER 8. U. CO. 

495 Broadway, New York. 
aP-tf or, 48 State St., Eoeheiter. 

No. 1, WOODRUFFS No. 2. 

my-8t 

IMPROVED PORTABLE I 

BAROMETER! 
I Every Intelligent farmer knows 
tho value of u good Barometer, par
ticularly 1^ haying and harvest, 
•when Its Indications of a coming 

I storm will often enable him to save 
valuable crop* from damage and 

I waste, and repay many times its 
I cost There fs/uardly, a business I 
I or occupation In which a' Barometer I 
I will not prove useful and profitable. I 
Since, by the Invention or the 

I Woodruff Instrument, 
I they aro made safely portable, so 
I that a very beautiful and nicely fln-
| ished Barometer, correct in prlncl-
S'le, And perfect fa'constructlon* dttn 
e readily obtained by all at a very_ 

Ismail cost, their nae Is Becoming 1 
universal.) ' i.>- " 

I " It is the best Barometer for gen* I 
I eral use." 

American Agriculturist -
I "It Is realiya bood, practical, por-'l 
table Bajomety." *' ^"^ i 

Seientlflo American. 
I "The vert i>est "Barometer, and 
I Tery cheap, . . 
I Mother's Journal. ' 
I A G E X T S W A S T E D EVEKYWIIEBB. 

Send jstamp for ohwulara. 
All Slmis, slief'SB styfes of 

Thf,S0.m.et«in» «f Soperior Q "' 
I Address, CHARLES WILDER, 

Peterboro, N. H. 

VENEER FRUIT BASKET 
F 
Beecher'sPatent, M a y 31, 1864. 

OR convenience in picking Small Fruits, and for their safe 
transportation to market, and beauty ox arrangement when 

on sale, tho 

V E N E E R F R U I T B A S K E T 
has no equal. The Horticultural Exhibition of the American 
Institute, held at Cooper Union last season, awarded the 

FIRST AND ONLY PRIZE! 
TO THESE BASKETS, and our most experienced Fruit raisers 
and dealers, give them the 

PREFERENCE OVER ANY OTHER BASKET IN MARKET. 
Soldby the trade generally, and by the Manufacturers, 

A. B E E C H E S & SONS, 
WestvIlle,Conn. 

1&~ Send Stamp for Circular. FeV6t. 

B A V G H » S HAW-BONE SUPERPHOS
P H A T E O F LIME.—Baugh & Sons, Inventors and Sol( 

Manufacturers, Philadelphia. ThU) 

MANURE 
has been before the Agricultural pub
lic for 
. , TWBLVE YEARS PAST, . 
nnder one name and one proprietor" 
jjht*.- . 

It has been nsed upon all crops 
with remarkable snnoeBs, and by 
thousands of farmers In the Atlantis' 

. States. A trial will convlnoe any 
farmer who has never used. It, of its value as a manure, which w l ' 
would ask all those to make upon their Spring Crops. • 

B A U G H B R O T H E R S ts CO, 
181 Pearl Street, N . Y 

General Wholesale Agents. 
t3P~ This old established manure can be bad of dealers In all 

Important towns, to wnom we recommend farmers to apply. sty-Si 

N1 E W POULTRY BOOK.-BOUND DT MUS
L I N — $1.00. Paper cover only F I F T Y C E N T S . Ever/ 

person who keeps P O U L T R Y should have 

THE AMERICAN POULTRY GUIDE, 
CONTACTING A 

FULL DESCRIPTION OF AIL PURE BRED POULTRY, 

The Beat Fowl* for Laying, the Best for Hatching, the 
Beat for market, and the Beit Game for the Fit; 

ALSO 

BOW TO TBBAT TJTEM FOB DISEASES, HOW TO SELECT THEX WHEN 
COMUENCINO IM TnE BUSINESS, HOW TO FATTER THEM 
FOE THE HABSBT, BOW TO BAYS A GOOD 

SUrrLT OF EGGS FOB TUB WINTER, 40. 

ILLUSTRATED WI.TH TWENTY CUTS. 

Tbe American ' Poultry Fancier.' 
Jn-2t Albany, N. Y. 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE! 
For Mothers and the Household. 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF PER TEAR! 
A-GENTS WANTED 
In every Church, Town end Village, to secure subscribers. Direct 
aQ letters to M O T H E R ' S J O U R N A L 

Feb'ytf. 498 Broadway, N e w Tort. 
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NEW POUA.TRY BOOK. 

POULTEY, EGGS, AUD DOGS, TOE SALE 

THE AMERICAN POULTRY GUIDE. 

Bound in Muslin, $1.00. Paper ;Cover only 50 Cents 

EVERY PERSON WHO KEEPS POULTRY SHOULD. 

H A V E ONE. 

White Face Black Spanish, Black Red and Pyle Game, 

Silver and Black Hamburghs, Black and Silver 

Polands, $7.00 to $10.00 per pair \ 

$10.00 to $15 per trio, 

Fresh Eggs 
From any of the above—1 Doz., $3.00; 2 Doz. $5.00; 

6 Doz., $10.00—Carefully Packed and Sent aa 

directed. 

I Newfoundland Dog, I Year old, and I 

English C o a c h Dog, 15 m o n t h s old. 

The best marked Coach Dog in this country. Each $25.00. 

Address, E . A. W E N D E I J I . , 

ju-2t B o x 932, Albany, N. Y. 

o 
T A K E Y O U R C H O I C E ! 

F A FIFTY-FIVE DOLLAR SEWING MACHINE— 
either Wheeler & Wilson, or Grover & Baker, for the 

names of Sixteen New Subscribers to 

THE NEW YORK OBSERVER, 
with the money ($56) for one year In advance. 

A model paper.—Recorder, (Du Quoin, 111.) 
Well worth the price.—Independent, (Grayville, 111.) 
A better is not published.—Clvronicle, (Greensburg, Ind.) 
A splendid paper.— Union Frees, (Lnwrenceburg, Ind.) 
Ahead of all in editorial ability —Rural American, Utica, N. T. 

WE ABE SENDING MACHINES EVEBY DAY. 

From Freeport, L. I. 
"I would also thank you for the Sewing Machine, all In good 

order. W e like it, and thank you for It, and for sending it so 
promptly. Tbe papers also came. I expect to send you more 
names. Every one likes The Observer.'' 
Sample copies and Circulars sent to any address free. 

Terms, $3.50 a Year, In Advance. 
SIDNEY E. MOUSE, Jr., & CO., 

jn-2t 37 Park Bow, New York. 

PBOF. JOHNSON'S FERTILIZER. 
W I L L MOEE THAN DOUBLE TOUR CHOPS AND 

•Vegetables. Twenty to thirty days sooner. It Is recom
mended by the best farmers In the Stato. It's products have 
taken the first premiums in all the States and counties where 
exhibited. Manufactured and for sale by JOIINSOK A CARPENTER, 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y. Send for a circular and directions. A g ™ « 
wanted. J"'" 

FOB EVEEI FARMER AND HORSE 
OWNER.^Tust published, 

The Complete Farrier and Hone Doctor, 
givln" the best and most useful remedies for every disease to 
which the Horse Is subject 64 pages, price 15 cents. Also, 

Horse Taming, with Rules for Selecting Good Horses, 

Breaking Colts, Feeding, die. 
M pages, illustrated, price 15 cents. Either of the above mailed 
free for 15 cents each, or both for 25 cents, by 

H U N T E R & CO., Publishers, 
my-st Hinsdale, N.H. 

P R E S E R V E . Y O C R F R U I T . 

SPENOEE'S 
PATENT SELF-SEALING 

FRUIT JARS. 
THE MOST RELIABLE, 

A. DPerfect Success. 

The Easiest to Open and Close. 

Will Produce the Greatest and Host 
Perfect Vacuum, without which 

Fruit will not Keep, 
J^~ Consult your interests and buy 

no other. Wholesale headquarters, No. 
28 Exchange st. 

my-Bt C O L E M A N & B A R N E S . 

T H E SPH1TNX. 
T H E EGYPTIAN MYSTERY OF 2,000 YEARS AGO, AS 

exhibited by modern magicianB. Is it a myth ? Is it hu
man? Is it an optical delusion ? Is it electrical ? What is it •? 

MERRYMAN'S MONTHLY FOR JUNE! 

Puzzles and Greenback Prizes every month. Send 15 cents for 
sample, or 85 centB for three months trial. Sold by all dealers. 

••• J. -C. HANEY & CO., 
ju 109 Nassau St., New York. 

I N S U R E E V T H E B E S T . 

THE UNION MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY, Boston, Mass. Second to none. No forfeiture 

of policies. No litigation of claims. Henry Crocker, President: 
W. H. Hollister, Secretary. 
Assets, Dee. 81,1865 $1,580,877 
Increase since December, 1864 486,000 
Losses paid to date..... .'... ' 944,000 
Dividends «EM! 
Amount insured thereby , 15,548,710 
This Company having been incorporated in 1848, is now one 
of the 

Oldest,' Safest and Best, Life Insurance Companies in tho 

United States I 

The security of Its investments and the economy of Its general 
management have successfully commended It to tho confidence 
of the public, and made 

THE HISTORY OF ITS PAST ITS PROMISE FOR THE 
FUTURE. 

It issues all the ordinary forms of policies, and has some plans 
of insuring, oBiarKAi W I T H ITSKU, to which public attontion is 

eyTPnllke others Mutual Companies, it combines in Itself the 
advantages of both the stock and mjitual plans, its policy holders 
thus sharing in all its profits, (which aro large,) and at the same 
time rendering It impossible for the Company to assess them for 
Its losses. Call before insuring elsewhere. 
Examination is Invited. 

G E O R G E N. R E Y N O L D S , General Agent, 
Office, 88 Arcade,-Rochester, 

Address—Box 525, Post Office. 
W. S. Campbell, agent Orleans County, No. 21 Burrows Block, 

(up stairs,) Albion. 
R. E. Hill, agent, Genesee and Wyoming Counties. 

William Woodbury, agent, Canandaigua, Ontario County, ap-tf 

SECRETS WORTH KNOWING. 
A COLLECTION OF VALUABLE RECEIPE3 ON VARI-

_A_ ous subjects, very few of whioh are to bo had elsewhere. 
Receipts for all kinds of patent medicines, perfumery, toilet 
arables, soaps,;wines, cordials, del clous bovcragos, candles of all 
kinds, and innumerable articles in universal demand. It is an 
excellent work for druggists, storekeepers and others, who desire 
to manufacture popular and saleable articles whloligrye an ex
tremely liberal pront. Every one Will find it uscfuj tor refer 
ence Price 25 cents. Bold by all booksellers, or sent post paid 
on receipt of' p X . Address, H A N E Y & CO., JOSS Nassau 
St., N e w York. Ju 
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KEW YOEK STATE AGEICULTUBAL SOCIETY. 

IMPLEMENT TRIAL. 

TO BE HELD AT THE 

CITY OE1 A.TJRTJRW, 

Commencing on the 10th day of July, 
With the trial of Mowers, and will continue until all the Imple
ments shall be tried. 

TRIAL OPEN TO ALL THE STATES AND CAJVADAS. 

Entries to be made at the Secretary's Office, Albany, at least 
one week previous to the WthofJuby. Entrance foe $25 for 
each implement in each class. 
A programme of the Trial with a list of implements to be 

tried, and a list of Judges will be furnished on application to the 
Secretary. 

B. P. J O H N S O N , Secretary. 
3. S T A N T O N G O U L D , President. 

S T A T E A G R I C U L T U R A L R O O M S , I 

Albany, May 24,18G6. f W 

JOSIAH H. K E L L O G G , 
POST OFFICE BOX 717, WASHINGTON, D. C, 

(Formerly of Oneida County, New York,) 

WILL GIVE HIS PERSONAL ATTENTION TO THE 
COLLECTION OF ALL 

C E A. I IMC S 

AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, 
OR INDIVIDUALS, 

INCLUDING 

Arrears of Pay, Bounty, Pensions, and Prize Money. 

PARTICULAR ATTENTION GIVEN TO 

PROCURING NEW PATENTS, OR EXTENDING OR RE-
ISSUING OLD ONES. 

H A V I N G been engaged throughout the Rebelllonln the N o w 
York and Connecticut 8tate Agencies, also the Christian 

Commission, looking after the interests of Soldiers in the Hos
pitals In and around Washington, I would say, if the bills before 
Congress equalizing Bounties or granting Lands to Soldiers 
should pass this session and become a law, if Soldiers entitled 
either to Bounties or Land will send m e their discharges, I will 
send' them a blank to get executed and return to me, and will 
procure, their Bounties or Land Warrants for F I V E D O L L A R S 
in each case, the money to be paid on the return of Hie Bond or 
Land Warrant and Discharge. , 

Having every facility offered ine for searching the Records of 

,vn, and the Rebel Records of our Starved Soldiers, any 
friends or relatives wishing information, by giving m e the Com
pany, Regiment and State of the Soldier, stating what facts they 
know, and sending a stamp to pay return postage, 1 will get all 
the information possible, and Bend it/;-ee of charge. 

R E F E R E N C E S . — H o n . Rosooe Conkllng, Utica, N. Y.; Hon. Jas. 
Dixon, U S. Senator from Connecticut: Hon. F. W . Kellogg, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Hon. 8. F.Miller, Franklin, Delaware 
County, N e w York; Hon. James M. Ashley, Ohio; Hon. Wil
liam P. Cutler, Constitution,Ohio; Prof. O. N. Stoddard, Oxford, 
Ohio. ' jy-it ROGUES ANJD ROGUERIES OF N E W YORK. 

A W O R K SHOWING UP ALL THE TRICKS AND 

traps of great cities, fully exposing the operations of sharp
ers and rascals of every kind; also exposing all the swindles and 
humbugs carried on through the mail, or by perambulating and 
travelling operators. This is tho only work of tho kind issiad. 
All tho new dodges are exposed. Illustrated. Prico 25 cents. 
Sold by all booksellers, -or sont, post paid, on receipt of price, 

Address H A N E Y & CO., 109 Nassau St., N o w York. ju 
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E N T E R E D according to Act of Congress, in the year 1866, by J O H N TURNER, in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the United 
States, for the Northern District of New. York. 

ROCHESTER, N, Y., AUGUST, 1866. No: 8. 

The sun beats down in fler.ce and burning rays 
On shaven fields, and fruits, and golden sheaves; 

. The Southern breeze 6carce moves the pendent leaves, 
And languid quiet marks these summer days. 

Knee-deep in pools the drowsy cattle stand; ^ 
No trout dare venture from his cool retreat. 
And from the groves, once filled with voice's sweet, 

N o note is heard from all the feathered band. 

Adown the meadow and along the' plain, 
Where heated labor courts the sheltering shade, 
The strong-armed mower with his flashing blade. 

Still cuts the waving grass and bending grain. 

How calm and solemn seem these August days'! 
This mid-life >of the growing, changing year; 
How ftrll, of .promise for the autumn near, 

When field and garden yield their annual praise. 

W O R K FOR THE MONTH. 

HOT and sultry are the days of this month, and 

the farmer has n o w reaped some of the fruits of his 

toll, and should turn his attention to a general 

clearing u p and improvement' of the soil for the 

next year's crop. Let all work be done thoroughly. 

Manure of all kinds should be looked after and 

got ready for distributing over the land preparatory 

to fall plowing. T h e n will follow some of the minor 

items, such as T 

SHELTER FOR STOCK IN W I N T E K . — W e cannot 

call attention to this subject too soon. Let prepara

tion be made for protection early. See that you have 

enough barn room for the stock you intend to keep 

next winter; if not, get ready to build more at once. 

It ia of great importance to have plenty of shelter for 

stock during our cold bleak winter season. 

A : W O M O U T F A R M — C a n be made rich by 

thorough culture, and by taking care of all the ma/ 

nure made, and applying it to the land. . Let the 

land for fall planting be prepared in the best possi

ble manner. Do not plow too much land,;-dnly just 

such an amount as you can .cultivate thoroughly; 

R A I N Y DAYS.—Harrow wheat and barley stubble, 

and when the weeds get a start,' plow them under ; 

they will help to enrich the land;, but do not let them 

go to seed. 

S E E D WHEAT.—Select the very best portions of 

your fields for seed ; taking the largest1 and finest 

heads, will greatly improve the quality. Take care 

to have them as free from weeds as possible. 

TURNIPS.—It is not yet too late to sow. Plow up 

a wheat or barley stubble, and sow at the rate of one 

pound of seed to the acre. If the weather is favor- • 

able,, you will have a good crop and they will come 

in very useful next winter. 

R O O T CROPS—Should be cultivated thoroughly, 

Root out all the obnoxious weeds. Thin out to about 

six inches apart, and you will get ailarger yield of 

bulbs. 

F A T T E N I N G ANIMALS.—Commence now to fatten 

all stock you wish to dispose of before the winter 

commences. Let them be fed regularly, and increase. 

the quantity of, extra feed as they advance and re

quire it. 

VENTILATION.—Horses and cattle should have 

free ventilation. Let the cow houses and stables 

have a free current of air, and your stock will be 

healthy- It is a good plan to keep them up during 

hot days, and turn them out at night. 

DRAINING.—After haying and harvest is a good 

time to reclaim swamp land by cutting surface 

drains, or by laying tiles. W e have great faith 

in good surface drains to carry off the g-reat amount 

of water which falls, and it has-the advantage of 

being cheaper than tiles. ; 

R E D S T R I N G — s h o u l d be tied around the earliest 

ears of corn and kept for seed. Seed selected in 
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this way will ripen much earlier next season than 

those ears that have been slow to mature. 

BEES.—The swarming season is past, and the apiar

ies require but little attention, except taking off 

the surplus honey, and our assistance in their 

defence against the ravages of their worst enemy, 

the miller worm, or so-called moth. 

In this month, they if possible make their inroads 

into the honey comb, and it being filled with these 

sweets, renders it next to an impossibility for the 

bees to dislodge them. Common, hives should be 

raised by means of blocks three-eights of an inch 

from the bottom, and swing bottom's drop the same. 

This is very effectual in keeping them out. 
In removing the honey box, with a bit make a 

quarter of an inch hole in the box. Puff in a little 

tobacco smoke, and the bees: will' principally leave 

the box. You can now remove them without the 

loss of a bee, while in using slides, heads, wings and 

legs, are severed without number. Besides, thou

sands of young bees never find their way back to 

their hives, consequently are lost. What a sacrifice! 

POULTRY.—Select out the earliest and best 

developed chickens that you wish to keep for your 

future stock, and if convenient put them in a separ

ate place and give them extra care and attention. 

They will then commence laying earlier in the fall, 

and with care will give you all the eggs you want 

during next winter. 

W A R should be continued against all caterpillars 

and obnoxious insects, Stop and see if you cannot 

find some nests in your orchard or garden; if so, 

destroy them at once. Massacre every one you find.: 

W A T E R — s h o u l d be within the reach of all your 

stock, these hot sultry days. Cows can not give a 

full flow of milk, without they have plenty of water 

in hot weather; and even the poultry will lift 

their heads in thankfulness for one drop of water. 
Our domestic animals need water as much as man, 

and they should have it liberally supplied. 

O I L T H E TOOLS.—All implements and tools should 

be kept clean and well oiled, especially in the joints 

and cracks, where they are very apt to rot. The 

wood will be more durable and betlfir to handle and 
last much longer. > ' • 

S T R A W B E R R Y B E D S — M a y be made this month. 

Young plants m a y be planted as soon as convenient 
after the first of the month, and will produce Some 

fruit next year. Care should be taken to keep the 

beds free from all weeds, and if dry weather succeeds 

and continues, they will require watering every 
other day. Evening is the time, A good mulching 

with salt hay will be of great advantage to them. 

T H E American Pomological Society will meet at 
St. Louis, Sept. 4. 

THE FARMER, A MANUFACTURER. 

THE manufacturers of our country are increasing 

in wealth, and they deserve the success they have 

achieved. Skill, energy and perseverance are im

proving thp products, of our work shops and facto

ries, until they rival ia most respects the best pro

ducts of the world, while in a few we certainly out

do all competition. Happening to be in a wholesale 

cloth house in N e w York City,some time since, we 

heard a salesman remark to a customer : " There is 

nothing in the market equal to Harrison's, goods." 

Knowing something of the prejudice in favor of 

English and French cloths, we were agreeably dis

appointed to find in answer to our inquiry that they 

were the product of one of our Eastern States. W e 

immediately ordered our tailor' to make us a gar

ment of these goods, and now, dear reader, we are 

scribbling these tew lines on our knee, covered with 

Harrison's cloth, in the shade of our orchard^-the 

coolest place we can find; and even here the ther

mometer showing 96 ° —not a very favorable tem

perature this for writing, and with a head full of 

thoughts not very clearly defined, and certainly not 

well arranged, we forgot all about, our anxiety that 

the farmers should rival the mechanics and manu

facturers in enterprise and well-directed energy— 

that they should conduct their business by the same 
clear business rules they find necessary to suceoss, 

and fell asleep, arid dreamed. 

Now, we have a good deal of faith in dreams, and 

perhaps the time spent in dreaming was as profitably 

occupied as that of any other portion of the day. 

Once when some were making fortunes in oil and 

oil territory, and when we were strongly tempted 

to take a venture, we dreamed'that our only chance 

of success was in the legitimate and honest paths 

of agriculture; that in a race with the unscrupu

lous sharpers engaged in the oil speculation, we 

were sure to lose money, or truth and honesty. 

Believing in dreams, at least in such dreams, .we 
saved both character and funds. Many farmers we 

know of, had better been dreaming than speculat

ing about that timq. Mortgaging farms to raise 

money for speculation, is a very unsafe business, 

and generally ends in financial, and others in moral 

ruin. 

Wejl> w e dreamed this warm afternoon, as we 

had a perfect right to do, for the hay was all just 

safely housed and in excellent condition.,, Tie 

weather, although too dry for a rapid growth of 

spring crops, has been unusually favorable for hay 

making, and the farmer this season, who has bad 

hay, is just as culpable as the merchant who should 

leave his stock of goods exposed to the rains, and 
dews, and' winds, until it was so depreciated1 in 

value as to be classed among damaged goods, and 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 235 

sold at a reduced price. W e recollect well when 

hay sold for five or six dollars a tori, almost regard

less of driali-ty ; butter at ten or twelve cents per 

pound, in store pay ; and cheese at about five cents, 

no matter whether made of skim-milk or cream. 

Then there was but little encouragement for the 

farmer to becoirie a skillful manufacturer. All he 

had to do was to increase the quantity regardless of 

quality. Rut times have changed for the better, 

and the farmer Who becomes a skillful manufacturer 

of the necessaries of life, is as Well paid for his 

ability, as" in most of the other busy walks of life. 

Butter at'thirty-five or forty'cents a pound, pays for 

proper making ; so does cheese at fifteen or eighteen 

cents, and hay at fifteen dollars per tun. W e do 

like hay properly made. H o w delightfully fragrant! 

It should always be cured in the cock to retain this 

delightful aroma. At least this is the best way we 

have ever tried. 

W e observed that we had a right to dream because 

a large crop of hay was well made and safely har-

' vested. The hoeing and cultivating was also finished, 

that is so far as necessary to destroy weeds' and 

secure a fine mellow soil, but the cultivator must be 

kept well to work in a dry time. This is a fair and 

sensible way of warding off in part the effects of a 

drouth, and a good deal more honest than watering 

the sirup or sanding the sugar, which Borne traders 

are said to do, to save themselves when caught with 

a large, stock on hand, and a falling market. W e 

would not have the farmer copy the small tricks of 

trade. There is quite enough to learn that is hon

orable and valuable, and yet vices are more readily 

learned than virtues. The heathen first learn of 

civilized men to drink rum, and other vices. • 

Not only was the work done up pretty close, but 

as our help had a pretty hard time during the 

spring and early summer—worked early and late, 

when necessary, to advance our interests by manu

facturing the biggest kind of crops, we had invited 

them to take the horses and spring wagon, and have 

a day's fisnihg. W e had designed to go, but THE 

F A R M E R needed an article, and so bidding them 

success and a pleasant time, promised to join them 

towards the close of the evening. Some folks are1 

always in trouble about help. W e are very lucky 

in this respect, and almost always get good reliable 

help, and men seldom leave us, except for reasons 

beyond their control. W h e n among the Eastern 

manufacturers once, we inquired of a foreman in 

charge of a successful mill, why one establishment 

near was closed. The reason assigned was that they 

had treated their hands so badly; they could get 

nothing but the poorest, operators, and this with 

other bad management of a similar character, had 

proved their ruin. Perhaps farmers may learn 

something useful from. this. 

In our dream, we visited a neighboring farmer on 

some special business, the nature of which we did hot 

seem to understand very clearly. It was at' the 

close of the farmer's manufacturing season—a beau

tiful warm day, the latter part of November. All 

the crops were made and stored away, more careful

ly1 arid orderly than I had ever seen before.1 The 

hay in the expansive m o w looked as though pressed 

and squared by machinery, and oh one of the posts 

I noticed some marks and figures in red chalk, of 

which I inquired the meaning. " This, sir," was the 

reply,'" sho'ws the cost per tun, a certain fair price ' 

being charged for use of land taxes, and other 

expenses, all carefully figured ; and I find at present 

price it affords a'good profit. I have engaged all I , 

canspare,;to be delivered when convenient,1 so that 

I can pretty accurately estimate the cost of drawing.'' 

The oat and wheat bins all had similar mysteri

ous figures, like goods on the merchant's shelves 

indicating cost. This interested m e much and 

caused many questions, to all of which I received 

very satisfactory answers. But what interested 

me most was an account book, kept with the 

stock, by which each animal was charged' with 

the produce consumed, labor &c., and credited with 

everything of value produced. ,1 suggested that this 

system required an immense amount of labor, when 

m y friend laughing, remarked : " Yon preach and! I 

practice. You should not be alarmed at the opera

tions of your own plans." He then pointed to a slate 

and pencil, hanging in the barn,, and also produced 

from his pocket a-memorandum book, the former for 

the use of the men, and Baid; "a little! care ,and 

system, and half an .hour's figuring at night, will 

keep all straight; and afford immense satisfaction 

and pleasure,,- The loss of an item occasionally: 

through the negligence of a new hand, is the only 

annoyance. The pleasure and profit of knowing 

how matters stand, what pays the best, ami what is 

the least remunerative, more than pays for all trou

ble." He then took m e to his large store of manure, 

and began to give m e a statement of its estimated 

Value, but with this, I was not so well pleased. Like 

most manure' made in summer, it was becoming 

fire-fanged—badly burned. I turned over a portion 

and it was very hot, a great portion burned to ashes. 

AGRICULTURE IN EUROPE. 

'. WE take the,following extracts from the pen of 

i. A. Willard, who is writing, a series of letters to 

the' Utica' Herald on the agriculture df England. 

Mr. W . went to Britain as the representative of the 

American Dairymen's Association, to collect all the 

information in regard to cheese and butter making, as 

practiced by the English farmers. His letters are 

full of information which will be of great interest to 

the farmers of this country.—EDS. 

•I W e werein Exeter the last of May, and our host 
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Mr. Bircket, took us out in his carriage, to visit one 

of the best farms in the vicinity. The fanner, 

Mr. Wilcox, a very pleasant and intelligent man, 

happened to be in the city, and went with us to his 

farm, at Pengellys, Exminster parish, some four or 

five miles from the city. The farm consists of some 

400 acres of rich land, delightfully located, and 

commanding broad and extensive views of hill and 

dale, with the city and surrounding villages. Here 

we found some of the finest farming and most luxu

riant crops that we had seen. The grass was very 

heavy, and would yield fully two and a half tons to 

the acre. The wheat and barley were also excellent 

and very even, and, what was to us a marked 

feature, not a weed could be found anywhere among 

it as you passed along. Mr. Wilcox said he , did 

not believe in growing weeds, and all crops are 

weeded by men and boys going through and pluck

ing out the foul stuff. The soil here is a red sand 

and clay, and is of excellent quality. The system of 

farming is what is called the fine course system: 

1st, wheat; 2nd, roots; 3rd, wheat or barley; 4th, 

grass. But one crop of grass, it will be seen, is 

taken from the soil when it is broken up, and the 

following proportions are used in seeding per acre: 

8 pounds red clover, 

2 " white clover (white Dutch,) 

4 " trefoil, 

3 pecks Italian rye grass. 

This quantity of seed would, perhaps, astonish 

gome of our American farmers, but the result, I am 

sure, would be highly gratifying, for a thicker, hea

vier coat of grass could not well be desired than 

that upon the meadows of farmer Wilcox. After 

taking off the crop of grass, the land is plowed 

about six inches deep, and fitted for wheat and bar

ley, the former yielding, on an average, about thirty 

bushels, and the latter fifty bushels per acre. In 

seeding for wheat, 7 pecks of seed is sown, per 

acre; and for barley, 3 bushels per acre. The 

wheat is sown the first week before Christmas, and 

spring varieties in March. After the wheat is taken 

off, ,the stubble is pared and got in heaps, and the 

land put in condition for roots, either turnips or mari

golds. For roots, the land is plowed in the fall, 

about 8 inches deep, and again in spring 6 inches, 

when manures are worked in, at the rate of 20 cart 

loads of stable dung per acre. The turnips are sown 

in drills, and guano or superphosphate applied, at 

the rate of 800 pounds per acre of the former, and 

200 pounds of the latter, and an average crop of 

25 tons per acre of turnips obtained. 

STOCK, &C. 

The stock upon this farm of 400 acres consists 

of South Down sheep, 400, or one sheep to the 

acre; 40 "bullocks" which includes cows and 

cattle to be turned, 20 horses and 20 pigs. To 

carry on the work, 12 horses are needed for the 

different farming operations. A part. of the land 

it is thought, demands a four-horse team to plow. 

W h e n four horses are used, they are driven by a 

boy, and without lines, very much as oxen are 

, driven in America. The plows are made wholly of 

iron with long handles and beams, and look awkward 

and unwieldy to an American. Sheep are pur

chased and fattened, their feed consisting of tares. 

Italian clover, turnips and oil cake. At the time of 

our visit, the sheep were in hurdles, and were being 

fed with Italian clover, a large field of which was 

in flower, and presented a beautiful appearance 

with its dark crimson blossoms. 

The trefolium incarnation, or Italian crimson clo

ver, ,is sown at the rate of 50 pounds seed per acre. 

It is an annual, and therefore not suitable for per

manent mixtures, but is sown with grain in spring, 

or upon stubbles early in autumn, and produces an 

early and heavy crop for feed or hay, in June, the 

following year. The winter vetches or tares, are 

sown in October, and the trefolium or clover in Mr. 

Wilcox's practice is used for the sheep before the 

tares. The " bullocks" are usually pastured npon 

permanent pastures. , 
PKICES. ' 

Wheat brings here now six shillings for sixty-two 

pounds; barley four shillings per bushel, and hay 

£7 per ton, or $35. The English Bhilling, it should 

be remembered, is nearly double ours. Mutton is 

sold at 7 3-4d per pound, after shearing time. 

COST O F L A B O R . 

Laborers get eleven shillings per week, and two 

quarts of cider per day, and commence work at 6 

A. M., and stop at 5 1-2 P. M . This is the extreme 

price for best hands on an average. Ordinary hands, 

or those of poorer grade, get six shillings per week, 

and one quart of cider per day, and are paid weekly. 

No board is included, as in America, for laborers. 

With the exception of cider or beer, they find them

selves in board, and pay a, rent for their cottages 

and gardens—-one shilling per week. In going 

through the country, I find the laborer's cottage 

much more comfortable than I had anticipated. 

These are usually constructed of stone, well roofed 

either with tile, slate or thatch, and look neat, com

fortable and cleanly. Such, briefly, is the outline of 

farming in this section. Mr. Wilcox has the repu

tation of being one of the very best farmers in the 

neighborhood of Exeter, and from a personal exami

nation of his farm, and the perfection in which 

work is done, and the appearance of crops, I can 

have no doubt that his reputation is well earned. 

THE wool clip of Michigan this year is 12,000,000 

pounds. 
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PURE WATER—ITS IMPORTANCE, &o. 

WBTTTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FAKAIEB BY C. N. BEMENT. 

PURE water, forming as it does at the same time, 

both the emblem and embodiment of refreshment 

and comfort, is looked upon as a vital element of 

satisfactory existence by all who dislike dirt, parch

ed lips, dusty lungs, stratified deposits on the skin, 

and parti-colored linen. It also forms a most agree

able class of pictures for the eye, in placid lakes, 

babbling brooks, sparkling jets and flashing foun

tains ; and thrpugh the ear it gives music of ca*-

cades, the roar of cataracts and of the ocean surges. 

It is no wonder, then, that all are ready to labor 

for and welcome so agreeable a companion. The 

country resident longs for the termination of the 

«evere drouth, when drenching rains shall fill his cis

terns, replenish his failing well, and set the. brooks 

in motion. Many are looking with envy at some 

rare and fortunate neighbor, who happened to have 

an unfailing spring; and others, as we have often 

witnessed, placing the water hogshead on the ox-

sled, proceed to drag their needed supply from one 

to three miles, as the cage may be, and as they can 

get it from the creek or pond, or some better sup

plied neighbor. W e have positively seen a wealthy 

farmer drawing his water a mile after, having 

allowed five times the amount he ever needed, to 

run to waste immediately before his eyes ; and we 

venture to assert that one farmer in a hundred, who 

has suffered from a want of water during the past 

year, but has committed a similar waste, though 

perhaps in a less degree. 

The great mass of country residents seem to have 

no. more conception of the enormous floods of clear, 

pure rain water which annually pour on the roofs 

of their dwellings and out-buildings, than if they 

had never heard of such a huge watering-pot as the 

clouds in the sky. If all the rain which falls within 

the year, should remain on the surface of the earth 

without sinking into it, or running off, it would 

form an average depth of water of about three feet^ 

Every inch of rain that falls on a roof, yields two 

barrels for each space of ten square feet, and seventy-

two barrels are yielded by the annual rain in thiscli-

mate. A roof 30 by 40 feet yields annually 854 bar

rels. ;That is enough for more than two barrels a 

day for every dayin the year. Many of our, medium; 

landholders have at least five times that, amount, of 

roofing on (their premises and dwellings, yielding 

more than 3,000 barrels of rain water, or about 

12 barrels, or 150 ordinary pails full daily. Avery 

small portion of this great quantity is caught in the 

puny and contemptible cistern, and tubs placed to 

catch it; but full-sized reservoirs, lit to hold this 

downward drainage, we know not where to find, 

even ia a single instance! 

^AN FARMER. 237 

It is true, where a constant draught is made on a 

cistern, it need not hold the year's supply; even 

one-sixth part will in general answer, as the varia

tions in hot and dry seasons do riot often ainount to 

more than the rain for two months. But following 

all this, where shall we find a cistern, for a 30 by 40 

feet barn, that will hold the sixth or 120 barrels? 

One proportionably large, for a broader roof. Now, 

what would the large supply of water enable the 

farmer to do? or rather what might he not do with 

it ? First—all the stock on a farm, well furnished 

with buildings might obtain all the water needed 

for their daily use. Second—or, if instead, the usual 

proportion were supplied them by streams and wells, 

or a large upper cistern, would furnish all the con

veniences of showering, bathing, washing and 

sweeping off all feculent matter, which are derived 

in cisterns in cities from, pipes and hydrants. 

Third—Or, if large cisterns were placed in the 

upper part of farm buildings, they would supply a 

fountain a quarter of an inch in diameter, spouting 

12 to 15 feet high for two hours, every afternoon, 

the cistern being unoccupied in winter. 

Rain water is the best, and generally may be the 

easiest, supplied to farm stock. A building of suffi

cient size to shelter the horses and cattle, with the 

other necessary room for storing the wagons, carts, 

and field implements, &c, will afford sufficient raim 

water for the ordinary stock of the farm. Cisterns i 

can now be made comparatively cheap, and properly 

arranged, water may be always convenient for stocks 

as well as for other uses about the premises. The 

question now presents itself, how are the animals to 

procure a supply of water without human assist

ance. It is presumed the water is to be raised by 

means of a pump. Here is a difficulty. Cattle can-, 

not pump, to overcome which w e would merely 

mention that a machine has been invented—a most' 

valuable apparatus, of simple construction—by 

which cattle of all ages are enabled to bring up by 
1 their own weight upon a platform a much larger' 

amount of water than they can at any time con-

' sume. The advantage of, giving animals free access 

to fresh water without care or labor of the owner,. 

is too obvious to need a word of argument; and tjie 

increased value given to tljg land by thus providing 

in any locality where water can be obtained by dig-

'ging a well, so that it shall be brought within the-

reach of cattle at all times, without further trouble 

'than .setting one of these,machines, is incalculable,. 

There are too many instances where farmers fail 

to make the proper provision for a fresh supply of '' 

water for stock; for without it cattle cannot be kept 

in good condition; and there are many also who. 

make better provision for food for their stock than I 

they do for water. Feeding may be rcgulaVly-

attended to, and a supply of forage- always on hand 
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to meet the demand. Eating the hay and straw in 

duces thirst, and water should always' be, within 

their reach, to drink when they choose. , If full 

watered out once, or even twice a day, and then 

only when it pleases the attendant to afford the 

opportunity to procure it, animals often drink to 

excess, which affects the circulation and digestion, 

and deprives therii of the animal heat which will 

require hours to restore the equilibrium of circula

tion. 

The operation of the machine—the water lifter— 

is simply, this': " A platform, eighteen feet long and 

3 or 5 feet wide, is keyed at the ground at one end, 

and suspended on pullies at the other. These pul-

lies are upon a wrought iron shaft, with a wheel in 

the centre 4 feet in diameter, over which is a rope 

suspending a bucket; while the platform is raised, 

the bucket is under water in the Well or cistern. 

Tiie weight of the' 'animal causes the' platform' to 

sink;' turning on its descent the wheel brings up the 

bucket; the water is discharged from a pipe at the 

bottom into a trough before the animal. Under the 

platform is fixed a breaking air cushion, causing the 

platforrn to sink to its bearings very gradually with

out jar. The descent of the platform is'proportion

ate to the depth of the well until the weight of a 

light animal is, sufficient to counterbalance the 

weight of water, the valve closes and all the water 

the animal will move is brought up. In ordinary 

wells the water elevated is about one pound to 

every 12 pounds of the animal on the platform 

which is more than is required, being always an 

excess, which can by a water-pipe be carried to an

other water trough or back into the Weil." 

W e regard this machine, the water-lifter—next to 

the rain water, a inost valuable invention to farm

ers in general, and inore particularly upon the 

prairies of the West, or where there are no run

ning streams of water. 

OUR KANSAS LETTER—NO. 2. 

t THE AMEEICAlf FAKMEB, BY A. M. UtTEKS. 

W O O L . — A correspondent of the London Agricul

tural Gazette, after reviewing opinions'and prospects 

as to the future of "the wool trade of the kingdom, 

at' some length, concludes that British wopls^ espe

cially long wools, will command a high price. 

FARMERS',' look well ftfteryOur hen manure. W e 

adopted a plan some yeaWagb, of 'putting boards 

about two feet TJelow' the roosting poles, upon •which 

they deposit all the manure. Then, once or twice 

a week, have it well scraped, and put in barrels. 

You will then have in the course of a year, the'very 

best manure you could possibly use for your corn 

and other crops. 

LATE English papers speak rather unfavorably of 

the present aspect of the comjng crop of hops,. Cold 

weather and the flea are complained of. 

M E S S E S . EDS.:—An error in m y name; under a let

ter published in T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , I a m 

afraid has caused a number of' letters intended for 

me, to be sent to the " dead letter office." I am sat

isfied that about a dozen letters 'directed to " A. M. 

Barns," were intended for myself. If they had been 

addressed to A. M. Bums, I would haVe taken them 

from m y post office box. These letters I suppose; 

judging from one I opened without looking at the 

address, contained queries about the country, &c. 

Those who received no answer to their' letters will 

now know the reason, and can write again, enclos

ing enough to prepay postage, and I will give an 

answer. 

One correspondent desires to know if he can "get 

a good piece of land" in "this region, "under the 

homestead law that will d'6 for farming purposes and 

vineyard.'* Of course, all the land in the valleys 

has been taken years ago, particularly timbered 

farms or " Claims," as they are called; but by going 

from 30 to 1'50 miles further west, as good bottom 

land, with timber, as the heart of man can desire, 

can be taken under the' homestead law. There is 

plenty of high land, or "bluff land" as the hilly 

portion is called. This land is the home of the vine, 

and will do well for fruit farms, and being along 

the line of the Pacific Railroad, there will always be 

a market, as fruit can be sent to almost any part of 

the United States. In some places a small quantity 

of timber can be obtained on bluff claims. I have 

no doubt but that good farms can be selected on the 

high land, as much of it is level in thiB region. It 

abounds in the Dest of limestone. I was fortunate 

enough ten years ago to get from 40 to 60 acres of 

timber, yet I plant out timber or " forest seeds" 

every year. I find that the locust will grow large 

enough for a post or " pole rail" in from seven to 

ten years ; the cottonwood and other forest trees in 

less time. 

A portion of this correspondent's letter I cannot 

read, nor can I learn the State in which he lives; 

but he ia a reader of T H E F A R M E R , and in this way 

he can learn that there will be no earthly Chance to 

sell 25,000 grape Vine roots here next year,'as the 

West, (I mean west of fifty miles west of the Mis

souri River,) have not got the grape fever yet. This 

spring it was impossible to supply the demand for 

vines at Hermann—some 500 miles east—and that 

region of country,' although one man sold 100,000 

roots of one variety atone. I have no doubt, how

ever, but that there is a " good time coming," and 

if Mr. S., or any other person, will Belect 80 acres 

of bluff land in this region as a homestead, and 

plant vines, that he can find a ready market fcy the 
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railroad in the East and in Colorado. TheTe can be 

no better climate for ripening the grape than this 

region. There can be no doubt but that plenty of 

men can be hired by Mr. S. to pick his fruit, when 

the time arrives for him to produce it. 

Peaches' are uncertain here. I planted trees in 

1857, and have eaten peaches but once from them. 

Our apple trees are not old enough to bear in this 

region, but so far as we can now judge, there is no 

risk in planting apple trees. Strawberries can be 

raised here, and as for blackberries n6 place can 

"beat Kansas." Bissell & Salter, of Rochester, 

shipped m e some blackberries in 1861. After the 

second year they produced fruit regularly every 

year, although one season they were partially killed 

to the ground. They were the Lawton variety. '• ' 

Emigrants are pouring into Kansas at a rate 

unprecedented in the settlement of a new country, 

and among them I hope to find practical horticul

turists. 

FARM TALKS—No. 4. 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FARMER, BY G. E. BEAOKETE, 

BELFAST, MAINE. 

AN FARMER. 239 

all I am particular about knowing in regard- to the 

matter." 

" Well, I always kinder thought they liked.it best, 

but I did'nt know." 

" Certainly they €o. Stock will eat early cut 

hay, even of second or third quality, and le&ve but 

few orts. Grass in which are many brakes and 

weeds should always be cut early." 

" It don't look like being a good hay day—it's so 

cloudy." 

•• A clear day with hot sun is not essential to hay

making. I consider a cloudy day with a fresh, warm, 

south-west wind preferable, , Grass should be dried 

or ' made,' not burned, and scorched. The best 

herds grass hay I ever saw, was put into the barn 

green, spread out thin, and made under cover. 

Clover should be only wilted in the sun, and,thpn 

made in the cock by sweating. It can then be 

handled without breaking off and losing the leaves, 

In m y opinion fanners ' make' their hay altogether 

too much.'' i • 

" Does your ' brometer' say fair weather 1" 

" Yes, the mercurial column is pretty high, but I 

find a barometer is not always to be depended upon. 

It requires a good deal of practice and observation 

to enable one to judge of the weather from its 

changes. And besides, it is not always a true 

prophet. It will fall and rise without apparent rea

son.; Yet there are many times, as in the case of 

sudden.squalls and showers, when it is sure to give 

the alarm. I have studied one daily for many years,, 

yet even now I should not attempt to foretell 

weather with one of our old experienced farmers." 

NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY " S. W." 

WRITTEN FOE TIIE AMEEIOAN FARMER. 

A SHOHT PLEA FOR OTJR COTTON EXPORTS., 

Mr. Morrill,, the chairman of the Committee of' 

Ways and Means in the House,of Representatives,. 

says that it would be better for the country if every 

pound of ootton w e raise was manufactured here, 

and none of, it exported. The cenBus of I860 gives 

the amount of the crop of each State, in the aggre

gate amounting, to 5,196,994 bale? of 400 pounds 

each. The English account of cotton received from 

the United-, States for .: the year ending June, 1801, 

amounted in gold V»lue to. $140,961,448, and this 

was only for the cotton we expprted to England, the 

quantity shipped to France and other ports in 

Europe was also large. 
I suppose even Mr. Morrill will not deny that, our 

exports of cotton has heretofore done at least four 

times as much to enrich these United States, and to 

pay our foreign indebtedness, as all the Other exports 

of our agricultural products together, rice and 

tobacco included, 

" C O M E boys, hitch up the mower, and Well cut 

the ten-acre lot this morning. Here it is, the 10th 

Of July, and I don't believe in feeding straw to cat

tle next winter. I believe in feeding dried grass, 

, but if that field remains much longer, there will be 

nothing but dead stalks to cut. Early cut hay is far 

more valuable for stock, than that which remains in 

the field until it is ripe." 

At this juncture, neighbor Smith, who is looking 

on, and who usually times his haying operation by 

mine, because he says I have a " brometer," Inquires: 

'' Aint ye beginning a little airly 1" 

"No. If the season hadn't been so backward I 

should have commenced a Week ago, but as it is, I 

hope to get it all cut in time to be palatable to the 

animals next winter." 

"But don't ye think it spends better not to cut it 

till it's about ripe V 

" N o doubt of that. But the question is, when to: 

cut it so that the hay will make the best quality'of 

food, and from practice I have found that tim9:tQ be 

when the plant is just opening its blossoms." 

"But them scientific fellers say its got the most 

goodness in when it's ripe." 

" Yes, I know they say various wise things, which 

unfortunately do not always prove to be practicable. 

Now, I don't know anything about the amountof 

gluten, starch, or sugar, which there may be in the 

» grass which I cut so early, but I do know that m y 

stock eat it up cleaner,'like it better, and keep in 

'Better condition than when fed on hay,' which 

remained until ripe before it was cut. And thaitis 
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A late English correspondent says that if the, cot

ton Crop of the United States ,this season amounts 

to three million bales, England will probably take 

of it 1,800,000, leaving for the manufacturers of the 

United States and,other countries,,1,200,000 bales. 

But Mr. Morrill will come nearer, having his wish 

realized this season than he may haver anticipated, 

as the growing crop will probably fall- short of the 

British estimate at least a million of bales, and the 

demand for home consumption will be increased. •-

H o w imperative it is-therefore that we should 

encourage by all mariner of means-'the growth of 

this greait textile of manufactures, which now oTvirig 

to the poverty, destitution, and trying -transition 

state of the 'cotton planter, is at this time only raised 

under difficulties,' Yet" so far from '• giving -this 

encouragement, there seems to be a decided majority 

in Congress determined to impose a tax of -five 

cents per pound on cotton: This impost is not only 

most oppressive on the impoverished planter at this 

trying season, but also on the poor fieedman who 

aves by his labor in the cotton field. It is also a 

premium to induce the'' growth of cotton now 

greatly on the increase in - India, China, Japan, 

Egypt7Turkey, the West Indies, Brazil; Peru, &c. 

The British estiinate of the supply bf cotton they 

are to receive from other countries than the United 

States the coming Season, is 2,250,000 bales;' and from 

the United States, 1,800,000." Few estimate this 

year's crop in the" United States at over 2,000,000 

bales, while some who have visited the South, set it 

down much less. 

WURZEL ANO SUGAR BEETS, 

I asked a clay land farmer the other day, why he 

did not grow beets for his milch cows.' He replied 

that he had found, it an uncertain, puttering busi

ness. I then asked him at what time in the spring 

he had planted themi "Oh," said'he, "about plant

ing time, after the middle of May." N o wonder* he 

found beet' culture a "puttering" business when 

planted so late on a spring-ploWed; tenacious soil. 

Beets, carrots, peas and onions should be planted in 

April. A heavy soil should be fall plowed and 

ridged, and the manure evenly plowed in. As Soon 

as, the ground is settled in April harrow or level the 

ridges smooth, and"' plant the seed. ' If cold, wet 

weather comes on they will not come up before the 

•early part of May ; but they then grow-strong, and 

are easily thinned and hoed, and the victory'is 

gained for the season, before'the dry weather coines 

on to make it a " puttering", job with all very 

young plants. At the second h°? mg you will have 

fine strong plants, some of which may be profitably 

transplanted. Cut off the tops, and sot them but 

eighteen inches apart, and if there is no August 

drouth the transplants will be as large as those of 

the main crop, weighing from four to twelve pounds 

each. Young wurzel beets are as good for the table 

as sugar or blood beets. All grow to a largo size if 

they have room to spread their abundant leaves. On 

a light, sandy loam, turnips may be perhaps more 

successfully grpwn than beets; but they are less 

nutritious; and besides the turnip is beset by insect 

enemies which never attack the beet. " Roots for 

cattle," says Professor Mapes, " aid the digestion of 

the ultimates of the , dry food in the animal's 

stomach;" which is, iii addition tp their own specific 

nutriment. M y cow with tw,o daily rations of beets, 

&p., in winter is, milkpd within rt wo. weeks of her 

calving, when, she would go dry, three months if fed 

on suchfarmhay alpne as is generally sold to vil

lagers. 
SALT FOR CATTLE. 

Strange as it may seem, it has been contended by 

some agricultural presses that salt is of no benefit to 

the animal economy.- I have seen a. cow die from 

eating too much salt after she had been a long time 

kept from it; this is at least prima facim evidence 

that regular salting 'is necessary both for the 

needs of the animal, and to prevent such accidents. 

The sea air being so impregnated with salt that cat

tle in the islands and near the coast will not eat it. 

But; although chloride of sodium is found in all 

plants, there is,not enough,of it to supply the ani

mal that feeds on them; hence we offen see young 

cattle so hungry for salt, that they lick the concen

trated ashes of burned wopd for the trace of salt it 

contains. As salt is given off from the animal sys

tem through the pores of the skin and the excretory 

organs, there can be no doubt but that it conduces 

to animal health. 

The Royal Academy of Science in Paris have 

obtained abundant proofs to show the great advan

tages of salt, both as a manure for crops and to pro

mote tho digestion and health of farm stock. It is 

shown that salt contributes to the nourishment of 

their food,,and that no ill consequences follow when 

they have constant access to it. 

BUENOS AYREAN CLOVER. 

I here enclose a specimen of this clover, from the 

resemblance of leaves and long rqot to that of our 

white clover, trifolium repens, it might be mistaken 

for a plant of the same genera, only for the little 

bur which contains its seed. It is, however, a tropi

cal plant, thriving in a hot, dry climate that is death 

to white clover. It grows close to the ground, 

spreading two or three feet from the root, and cov

ering the earth's surface like-a mat. It is the bur 

from this clover that is found in mestizo wool; its 

seeds are so, tenacious of life that after the bur has 

been boiled an hour and a.half in the fleece of wool, 

the seed puts forth a strong sprout, three days after

wards. 
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ENTOMOLOGY FOR FARMERS. 

"WRITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FABMEE. 

WE have in. the. United States a great many 

obnoxious insect pests,.and farmers generally have 

a great many other .things to do besides, sitting 

down to study out all the mysteries of bugology. 

Nevertheless, if every farmer everywhere, no matter, 

what his financial status may be, or whether he cul

tivates one acre or one thousand, would employ but 

one-quarter of the time he expends every year in 

doing absolutely nothing,, to investigation and the 

diligent study of such insect pests as infest o u ! 

grains, vegetables, fruits and flowers, learning, all 

he could of their origin, habits, and the best man

ner of conducting, a war bothdefensive and offensive, 

with them, it is probable that the time so expended, 

would be the very best investment he cpuld makp, 

of it. , , 

Then,,if farmers would only gp pne step further, 

and communicate to their fellow: farmers by com

munications to agricultural journals, and, occasion

ally by .private correspondence, such information as 

each one has obtained, we might undoubtedly in 

many instances make the. insect war one of success

ful extermination.. 

Instead of pursuing this course, the majority of 

us sit down, listlessly, and depend on scientific 

savpnts, who in reality have no more leisure than; 

ourselves, to work out o u r agricultural salvation; 

and the result, is, that in ,ejght, cases out of .every 

ten, men of mere science wind up their material in, 

sucha wrap of fog, that we understand, very little 

more about it than we do of the horizontal, parallax 

of one of Saturn's satellites. So we toss,the best 

essay ever written perhaps, scientifically considered, 

aside, with a contemptuous " pshaw 1" and the bugs, 

and worms, and flies go on undisturbed, eating up 

our income, grains, and best fruits. 

To those who have the leisure to do so, I recom

mend the course we have cut out for ourselves in 

the chase after these agricultural, horticultural and 

floricultural enemies. Study the best authorities 

you can lay hands on. Learn all you can from' them 

that is practical. Get a start in that way. Then 

go after the bugs themselves. Make their personal 

acquaintance ; watch all their habits and economy 

of life. Try and find out their vulnerable point; 

they are all vulnerable somewhere. Then make 

war- Call on the agricultural press,, call in the 

neighbors. Raise a hue and cry in plain, under

standable English. Tell what the thing is, what it 

looks like, where it comes from, when it comes, how 

it operates, where it goes to, when it goes, and,all 

you know about it—not a word more; all in lan

guage that w e can readily understand, and the press, 

and the majority of us individuals will readily vol. 

unteer for the war, and the chances are the raid will 

be .successful. The first insect pest I take, the lib

erty of offering here, to m y fellow-farmers, just 9s 

he is—stripped ,of all his Latin surroundings, apd 

scientific,, technical blinders, is the little savage 

called ....;.'••. 

T H E H E S S I A N FLY. 

Cecidomyia Destructor" (Hessian Fly.) 1. C. destructor 

(male) natural 6lze and magnified. , 2. C. destructor (female) 

natural size and magnified. 8. lurvas in'Uax " seed" state. 4. 

dorsal view of the larva! magnified. '&. 'ventral view of the larva 

magnified. 6. lateral view of the larvffi magnified. T. pupa. 8. 

Base of leaf sheath swollen from worms having lain under it and 

perforated by parasites coming from.tlicse worms.. 9, Place 

where the larvae are found in autumn, a stalk of wheat attack

ed by the fly. 6 a healthy wheat plant—Klippart's Wheat 

Plant. 

• This little naturalized foreign thief, in many parts 

of the country has abdicated the grain fields in favor 

of his American half brother, the yellow freebooter 

that Kirby has christened', " ft iriiici." But there 

are still Hessians enough in the field, to make it 

worth our while to keep' an eye on them and their 

movements. 

The fly at maturity is one-tenth of an inch in length, 

with blackish, tawny wings spreading When both 

areextended, a quarter of aii inch. Head, thorax, 

and'antenn*, black.' The body is ringed like that 

of thehoney bee—a dark reddish brown, covered 

with minute gray hairs! Six long, four-jointed, spi-

der-like legs, two forward, and four behind tho 

wings. 
The fly. comes'out in'brpods'twice a year, ohe in 

the spring, the, other in autumn. The females of 

the first hrood'lay their eggs, a pale red mite, a 

thousandth part of an'inch in thickness, in April 

and May, on the inner surface of the young blades 

of wheat, close to, the base. In four to five days the 

eggs are hatched, producing reddish maggots,., 

which immediately wriggle down the stalk, piercing. 
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and burrowing in the'first joint below the surface 

of the ground. Here they remain motionless for 

abottt six weeks, growing gradually into a flat, 

chestnut-colored,' flax-seed looking insect, about one-

sixtieth of an inch in length. It is while under

going this transformation that the insects do the 

mischief to the wheat, by sucking the juices of the 

stalk and pausing it to wither and die. 

There is another transformation in June and July, 

in which the insect appears a perfect " Hessian." 

Then more eggs, more maggots, and a scramble 

down into the lower joints before the cradle or 

reajjer shall cut off communications. In the fall 

the majority-of thp second'crop of Hessians become 

flies and perish. But enough are left snug harbored 

in the stubbie for the. next spring's campaign. |- ;,, 

Now, there is- not. an atom ,of use for any one 

farmer, to(go to war against this bisect anny.-.; but if 

the whole'country would unite in' one graind raid— 

if wheat' growers would all cut their stubble very 

high, solhat it could be readily laicl hold of and 

pulled like flax, thrown into heaps, and burned 

directly after, harvest, and the practice carried to 

the third year, I have an idea the last "Hessi&n." 

would be extirminated, while the stubble .Ash would 

pay at least-half the cost of gathering and burning. 

I am sure freedom from the plague would amply 

pay the balance.,, ,, 

HOW WE FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY: 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER^ BY P. 0. REYNOLDS. 

NUMBER. SIX. 

ROOT CR OPS. 

I DO not know that I am warranted in saying 

that roots are a staple crop in the agriculture of the 

Genesee country; but, inasmuch as many, farmers 

grow them, both for market and stoqk-f'eeding, a 

description of our farming would be incomplete 

without some mention, of them. 

Carrots, parsneps, turnips, ruta bagas, and mangel 

wurzels are all grpwn to some extent. Carrots and 

parsneps are the most nutritious—turnips the most 

easily grown—ruta bagas the most profitable for 

market, and mangel wurzels the best to form mifk. 

One, error is too generally committed in raising 

root crops. The preparation of the soil is deferred 

too long.^ It should be commenced the previous 

year, either by summer fallowing the piece intended 

for roots, or by raising a crop that can be kopt clean. 

The manure should be spread upon tiie surface the 
1 - ' , ,'i i ,, i . , . ,• i • - r n 

previous autumn, and simply harrowed, and the, land 
should receive several plo'wings' and harrowihgs at 

intervals during the spring, to promote the germin

ation and destruction of weeds, and to make the Soil 

. as fine and mellow aS possible. 

The latter part of May is the best time to sow 

carrots and parsneps; the first of July to sow ruta 

bagas, and mangel wurzels, and from the middle of 

July, to the middle of August, to sow turnips. The 

Long Orange carrot, Guernsey parsnip, improved 

ruta baga, and Strap-Leaf-Purple-Top, Early Dutch, 

and Yellow Aberdeen turcieps are the best varieties. 

They should be sown in drills 2 1-2 feet apart, if to 

be worked' by hOrse; eighteen inches, if to be worked' 

by hand. ' 

If the soil be light and shallow, it is a good plan to 

throw it in ridges with a small plow, turning fdur 

narrow ftirrows together. 

After the' plants are about two inches high, the'y 

should be thinned to four inches in the row. Ruta 

bagas can be transplanted as well as cabbages. In 

England, roots are valued much higher for stock 

feeding, than here; probably because they cannot 

grow our great cereal, Indian Corn. With us, they 

are valuable , as affording a wholesome change of 

diet; but I think that they are best fed in connection 

with Indian meal. I doubt the expediency offdrm-

efs feeding their cows in winter anything specially 

adapted to promote Secretion of milk; They should 

be fed with such, aliment as is best calculated to form 

flesh and fat, milk being considered of subordinate 

importance. It is very exhausting to' a cow to give 

a large quantity of milk in the winter season. Mill 

feed will cause a greater flow Of milk than Corn meal : 

but it will soon impoverish the cow. I like a few 

roots to feed stock during the winter, but would 

rely on more solid nutriinent. 

I know under favorable circumstances, a great 

many bushels of roots can be raised upon an acre, 

but am of opinion with same manure, and one-fourth 

of the labor, as much solid nutriment can be pro

duced upon ah acre of corn, as upon an acre of any 

of the above named roots, excepting perhaps, carrots 

and parsneps. 

THE decrease in the number of domestic animals 

in the United States since 1860, is estimated at ten 

per,cent.fpr horses, twenty percent for mules, seven 

per cent, for cattle, and, twenty por cent for, swine,-

in the Northern States the number of sheep has 

doubled in the same time. 

IN the report of the London market for June.4, it 

is said that the demand for hops is active, and prices 

fully 10s per cwt. dearer. , The reports from all the 

plantations' continue' very "unfavorable, fly having 

made'its appearance in large quantities throughout 

Kent arid Sussex, and on tho continent. •:-;.,u;v.. 

COTSWOLDS.—The Cotswold buck bought by Mr. 

H. C. Meriam at Mr. Andrew's sale, sheared fourteen 

pounds. The best ewe sheared twelve pounds,— 

Mass. Plowman. 
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THE WEATHER AND THE CROPS. 

PENNSYLVANIA—THENCE SEAWARD. 

FRIEND FARMER :—Continually on a cruise since 

last dispatch, I have seen several things that in m'y 

opinion ought to be reported to T H E F A R M E R , arid 

other farmers. ' First, after all'• the groaning, bob-

hooing, and wailing about half crops of wheat, poor 

show of rye, no corn, and all such nonsense; in the 

third of Maryland, two-thirds of Delaware, a, large 

slice of West Jersey, and all Pennsylvania east of 

the Alleghanies that I have either been through and 

over, or heard direct and reliably from, there' has 

been a bigger and better crop of wheat harvested 

than the farmers of these regions have seen these 

dozen years. 

There are exceptions to all general rules, you and 

we all know. So we have unfrequent exceptions 

to the big stacks and barns full of best wheat in all 

the regions named. There are always some slouchy 

farmers in all latitudes. Some people expect wheat 

to grow its best, where a bull thistle wouldn't grow 

as high as a hen ; and then because it can't, they 

rail out roundly against everything they can think 

of but themselves. 

In some sections the weevil came in strong, but- too 

late to do a quarter of the mischief they might if 

they had been on hand ten days earlier. Some mis

take, the little red rascals made in time. The wheat 

got too hard for them. In one field, I found some 

queer arrangements. Sometimes in a single husk 

there would be perhaps twenty of the little Tartars 

all as dead as nits. In others there would be half 

a dozen or so in every shell, and not a grain of wheat 

touched, while the bugs are all alive and kicking. 

This year they have taken as much to the rye: as 

wheat, and eaten it more., Something new to every 

body this way—weevils in rye. What next ? 

Hay has not been so good a crop in several years. 

Not excessive in bulk, but thick, heavy, and every 

where cured and housed in excellent order. Corn 

and potatoes look well, even splendid. That's our 

admiration point this way for the superlative in 

every tiling. More potatoes making than I, ever 

saw on a like area before. Pasture continues good, 

milk flows freely, butter in abundance—much yery 

bad butter, through neglect, laziness, nastiness, and 

don't-know-how-to-manage it; some excellent, and 

reasonably cheap. Very little cheese made in all 

this midland region. 

N o better garden vegetables were ever grown 

than we haye this season. Our markets are all 

abundantly supplied and at rates, mostly reason

able—cabbages an exception. Heads pnly fair; sum

mer size, ten cents. Green cprn, a perfect glut. 

A " levy" a dozen for as fine ears as ever went jto ppt; 

ordinarily, seven, and eight cents. Cucumbers---

cargoes, ,and;.; prices next to, .no.thimg. . Melo-ns-r-

,plenty,,good; and, cheap, enough. - Biggest and best 

. twenty-five cents. .Cantaloupes—very fine—a penny 

a piece to $1.50 per basket of about-sixteen,;, latter, 

tip top, -" California Sweets.'' Apples and pears—as 

many as ypu please, and,as (lowas you like; some 
,vrVFy.g°o.d fr,uit(, ,.Plums—there is another errpr.Qf 

mine to he (Confessed. I thought the "Saracens" 

had annihilated the, last plum. But, I find through 

the country, ten times more trees full of fruit, and 

mostly very good plums too, than I have ever seen 

this way before. Fine dam,spns,are worth twenty 

cents aquart, in market;,gages,twentyrfive,to thirty 

cents. 

Among all our " truck" farmers, down the " Neck," 

-oyer in Jersey, and up and down . the Delaware, I 

have seen no one putting on a long face. All of 

them are jubilant and jolly; and say they are mak

ing money, if they do give away cprn and cucumbers. 

I believe them, for they have never had such crops 

before. 

Ah—yes. . The peaches. I had nearly forgotten 

them. A good many coming up from down country, 

aid finer peaches than we have had these, many 

years. But there is a trouble about the fruit that 

frightens off buyers'. You see it is (only rhere and 

there a peach orchard over in iMaryland and down 

Delaware in bearing this year, and the owners of 

these isolated .orchards happening to know the " lay 

of the land," put up prices, to the jobbers at such a 

height, that by the time these gentlemen have got 

their fruit to market and ,up to a rate that meets 

their ideas of profit, peaches are a, long way above 

the reach of short people. There'll be a great fall of 

peaches next month, howevpr. There always is 

here. 

I saw one orchard last week, near Odessa in Dela

ware, as heavily ladened with fruit as any peach 

orchard ever was any where. Very superior peaches 

too. The proprietor told m e he should send to mar

ket twenty thousand baskets, and has refused three 

offers of $1.75 per basket for the fruit on the trees. 

None of the neigh.boring peach orchards, wih^give 

more than a quarter of an average crop ; buj all the 

peaches are unusually largo, and fine flavored. 
COSMO. 

PROSPECTS OF THE HOP CROP. 

ME S S R S . EDS.:—I have for three weeks devoted 

m y whole time-to examining the-hop gardens in 

most of the counties of Central N e w York, with 

especial reference to the vermin. For two weeks I 

could hear of their being very plenty and destruc

tive just ahead—but on reaching that point there 

were none tp be found, I traveled two weeks before 

discovering any, and now for the last few days have 

found but very few. I have strong hopes that we 

shall escape this year and have a fair crop, as, the vines 
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everywhere look healthy. I never saw them more 

so. The few plant lice that are on the vines seem 

to increase so slowly, on account of the numerous in

sects that pray upon them, or from some other 

cause, that I have strong hopes of a fair crop. 

This is very much to ne desired; as the country is 

bare of hops; the old crop is nearly all consumed, 

and importations from Europe have nearly ceased. 

The price is very high, both here and in Europe, 

consequently a heavy crop is much needed here. 

W e should not depend upon importation, for there 

is no country better adapted to the production of 

hops than our bwn, and there is no crop pro

duced by our farmers that pays better than this, 

where it is steadily pursued. 

There is another reason for anticipating a good 

crop this year, although the acreage is greatly 

diminished by the operation of the vermin for the 

last three years, and the consequent effort of the 

hop growers to head them off' by early harvesting 

the crop, which has exhausted the root of its vital

ity by bleeding, and although nearly half the hop, 

yards are neglected by their owners to such an 

extent as was never seen before in the country, yet, 

all those that are taken proper care of are very 

promising although late. 

Our exemption from the hop louse I attribute to 

the 'same Providential cause which destroyed them 

last year, to wit, a highly charged state of the 

atmosphere by electricity. The heavy thunder 

storms that occurred last August, doubtless destroy

ed most of the vermin before they deposited their 

eggs to' produce their kind this season. 

W e have had a large amount of wind storm and 

thunder this season, which I believe is a safeguard. 

I make this suggestion that others may with me, 

watch cause and effect. Should the season remain 

as favorable for the next four or five weeks as it has 

the last, we shall have a fair crop, but not a large 

one. W e may be certain of good prices in any 

event, even should the yield be large arid the quali

ty good. 

' The farmers are prepared to meet the vermin if 

they become numerous. Not only have they tho 

remedy which you have giveri to your readers in 

former numbers of T H E F A R M E R , but Messrs. Tur-

ney & Niles, Otsego'county. N. Y., have patented a 

wash which they have got into the hands of very 

many hop growers—so that with the season in 'qur 

favor, and the remedies that have proved effectual 

for some years, past in England, and the patented 

medicine whioh can be had for the buying, which is 

highly recommended—we are in a fair way to save 

our crop. By all means use one or other of these 

remedies, if the vermin increase so as to threaten 

mischief. In England, as far as I' could learn, all 

hop planters applied the 'Wash to destroy the ver-1 

min ori the hop vine as soon as it appears in great 

numbers; but a few scattering lice will be kept 

down by these insects which prey upon them. The 

crop is so important, and the remedy so cheap and 

easily applied, that it is very desirable to be ready 

to, meet it, if necessary. Last spring there was a 

large breadth of new hops planted. I would recom

mend every planter to prepare a good lot of bedded 

sets to fill vacancies in his yard ; they are the best 

to start a new yard with. r. w. COLLINS. 

FROM INDIANA. 

M E S S R S . EDB.:—I see letters from the East giving 

an account of the weather, &c. Perhaps a few lines 

from the West would interest the readers of T H E 

F A R M E R . In this part of Indiana, with the excep

tion of a few hot days, we have had a very cool, dry 

time. This is the 4th of July, and the ground has 

not been thoroughly wet since corn was planted. 

Last evening we had a shower with some hail. 

Wheat is very poor. It is thought there will not be 

more than one-third of a crop. Grass and oats are 

very short., There was a frost last week which left 

its work in some of the corn fields.—M., MooresnUle, 

Ind. 

R E M A R K S . — T h a n k s , friend'M., for your notes. 

W e shall always be glad to hear from you. W e have 

several correspondents in the "Western States, but 

have room for more. T H E F A R M E R is as much a 

Western as an Eastern paper, and has subscribers 

already in every State and Territory, from Maine to 

California, and from Florida to Utah.' So please 

give us more of your Western notes. By the way, 

let us have your name in full, next time, as there 

are four subscribers with the same initial at your post 

office, and we, of course, cannot tell which it is. This 

is not necessary for publication, but for our inform

ation, so that we may write to you when occasion 

occursi1 Give us your namo in all cases. 

ITEMS PROM MAINE. 

T H E seasdns are backward. Haying will be a 

week or ten days later than usual, and hoeing will 

run into the haying Season owing to much seed hav

ing been planted very late. The hay crop will be at 

least two-tenths less than for the two preceding 

years.' Other crop prospects are fair so far. 

Apples give indications of a fair crop. The tent 

caterpillar which have been very numerous arid des

tructive, have nearly ceased operations, and are go

ing into the pupa state. They have caused much 

damage to groves and forests of deciduous trees. 

The markets are steady with an upward tendancy 

for seasonable farm products. Wool 45 to 50c.; 

butter 85 to 40c.';'eggs 22c.; lambs $8 to 8.50 a 

piece; hay $10 to 12 per ton; potatoes $1.25 per bus-

Ihel. ' 
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The weather during the last part of June, was 

fine growing weather, with sufficient rain fall to 

save an entire failure of the grass crop, and give the 

springing plants a fair start.—G. E. B. 

FROM OHIO. 

" S" writes us on. the agriculture of Columbiana 

county, O., as follows:—" The , wheat crop in this 

county is almost a failure. Oats and barley look fine. 

Corn coming on rapidly, under the influence of warm 

weather and seasonable showers. The hay crop 

will be good. A larger amount of buckwheat is 

being sown than usual, owing to the failure of wheat. 

THE GREY DORKING. 

WE extract the following description of the Grey 

Dorkings from "Wendell's new Poultry Book." 

These fowls are attracting general attention and are 

certainly worthy a trial by farmers. 

In this class we have the White, Grey, and Speck

led Dorkings, these are known in this country, 

while according to Mr. Bailey an English writer, 

there are six other varieties known as the Japan, 

Silvers, Pencilled, Golden, Red Speckled, and Malay 

Dorkings. The Greys are a good fowl for most 

purposes, they are good layers, sitters and mothers, 

and grow very rapidly; when six months old they 

will often weigh five or six pounds each—nine or ten 

pounds when they get their growth. The Grey 

Dorkings are more plentiful in this country than 

the White, and they find ready sales at good prices, 

very often bringing from $30 to $50 per trio of one 

cock and two hens. 

W e have Mr. Baily's professional and disinterested 

judgment, which was pronounced " that there is no 

breed to be compared with the Dorkings, which 

unites in itself more than any other, all the proper

ties requisite for supplying the table; that the hens 

are good sitters and good mothers, and that there is 

a natural tendancy in the breed to fatten, so that 

the young ones average nine pounds weight, and at 

the table they surpass all others in symmetry of 

shape, and whiteness, and delicacy of flesh." The 

Greys are more hardy than the White, which is the 

cause of their being more plentiful. 

The following are the points of the Grey Dorkings. 

Carriage large and more erect than the White, head 

round, comb single, though some have double comb, 

of bright red, and well spiked behind, gills medium, 

eaflobes almost white, hackles cream white, feathers 

of the hackles dark along the center, back grey, of 

different shades, intermixed with black; saddle 

feathers same color as the hackle; wing feathers 

white mixed with black the larger wing coverts 

black, the lesser brown and yellow shaded with 

white, tail feathers black or very dark, with a 

greenish black lustre. The hens face is lighter 

coloured than that of the cock, hackles black and 

white, back dark grey, saddle and wing grey tipped 

with black, tail almost black, five toes on each foot, 

with white legs on both sex, 

NOTES FROM CANADA. 

S I N C E m y last, we have had changeable weather 

for nearly a month, culminating in a heavy rain 

storm on the evening of the 7th July, which lasted 

till 9 A. M., on the 8th. Under the influence of such 

weather, the crops have advanced rapidly; and so far 

as I have observed, never promised a better yield. 

Haying has not yet commenced, but with the pre

sent prospect of dry, hot weather, will not be long 

delayed. The season, however, is later than last 

year. Strawberries, cherries, currants are j ust ripen

ing, while at this time last year they were almost 

entirely gone. 

Some two years ago some smart Yankee did a big 

business round these parts selling rhubarb roots 

under the name of" Myatt's celebrated Wine Plant;" 

and it amuses m e to see the trouble some of m y 

neighbors are going to in the way of making wine 

out of such tough material. One man near m e has 

made thirty barrels of wine, and is using sugar by 

the hogshead to make it palatable. He has to put 

one cwt. of sugar to each barrel of wine. Profitable 

wine that, when you consider he paid $250 per thou

sand, for the roots, and planted them four feet apart! 

W h e n will people learn that the grape is the only 

thing to make wine of, fit to drink ? The same 

amount of money expended in planting a small vine

yard would have returned a small fortune and lasted 

a life time; while the miserable thing, misnamed 

"Wine Plant," will be gone to the dogs in a few 

years; and good cider is certainly preferable to the 

stuff that is made from it. 

Thanks to those labor-saving machines, the 

" Mower" and " Reaper," the farmer's work is 

lighter than formerly, and his bill for hire and 

board of laborers considerably reduced; but then 

how effectually they have destroyed the charm of 

the harvest field, and knocked all poetical sentiment 

out of the once pleasant harvest days! N o more pic

turesque groups of merry haymakers, will be seen, 

and the reaper's song is now the click of the cog 

wheels. H o w is it that grass lands are not more 

utilized?—is a question that often puzzles me. 

Scarcely a farm but shows large patches of old grass, 

and which is allowed to run to waste and yield a 

scanty herbage to stock for years, while other fields 

are cropped with grain and roots year in and year 

out, and new land added from the forest to the 

already large farm. Would it not be better to give 

a good summer fallowing to the old grass land and 

seed down some of the already overcropped fields, 

and so find the stock better pasturage. MAC. I 
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SPIRIT OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 

Points of a Breeding Sow. 

S. Lewis, of Boone county, Illinbis, gives in The 

Prairie Farmer his ideas upon'the above subjectv— "In 

the first place she should be square built, have a short 

nose and short ears, short legs and back, with latter 

hollow or bent. Shoulders should be heavy and deep. 

Never let her raise pigs until she is ayear old, and never 

but one litter the first year. Then if she proves a good 

milker let her raise two litters per year. I speak of 

her being a good milker. -This is as essential in a 

breeding sow as in a good mare, Such an animal will 

raise better pigs, arid, of course, her progeny will be 

better hogs for market, I find that hasty pudding and 

milk for the supper and breakfast, and corn for dinner, 

constitute a very good dipt for the breeding sow. A 

great many farmers have fallen into an error in not al

lowing plenty of straw ior a bed. Many build a warm 

pen in order to avoid giving ber much straw,,. Let her 

run to a straw stapk and she -will build a pest to suit 

herself. If this is not convenient, she should have plenty 

of straw in the pen. Attend to these matters, and I 

will warrant no trouble in raising pigs in the coldest 

weather." 

Vineyards. 

The estimated average annual yield of good vine

yards in the West-is abput that of France—300 gallons 

to the acre. In the South they claim 500, and in Cali

fornia 800. A bushel ot grapes'(fifty pounds) will 

make three and a half gallons of good wine and a half i ng x t t w 0 m o r lt U B 

gallon of inferior.—Ex. \ 

to have pceurred,. The existence of trichina} is exceed

ingly coinmpn in Germany, Nothing.in the appearance 

of the living animal, nor ip its flesh wheri killed, is to 

be detected, either by the naked eye or by ineans of an 

ordinary maghifying'glass ; the microscope alone brings 

the insects or their eggs into view. The report adopts 

the view entertained in Germany that a temperature 

of about 160° Fahrenheit, is sufficient, to destroy 

trichina?.'7 

Farm Work. 
Tiie Sural New Yorker speaking of farm work at this 

season pf the year, says:-—The farmer has his, hands 

full of work, and if, in addition, the weather is rainy, 

he is apt to be somewhat gloomy and discouraged. 

The remedy lies in skillful planning of work, the use 

of labor-saving implements, plenty of help, and energy 

in directing and performing the labor. The farmer 

cannot afford to waste a day's time at present. Visitors 

that claim his attention from business are seldom wel

come, and "city cousins" and friends who admire his 

strawberries and cream, and the smell of new mown 

hay, shouldn't pbject to milking the cows and handling 

the pitchfork. 

Price of W o o l In Ohio. 

The,editor of The Ohio Farmer says that "there can 

be no prediction more certain than that wool must 

advance from present quotations. He knows,of, con

siderable purchases made in Ohio at 55 to 60c. and np 

good reason why all the better conditioned Ohio wool 

should not command the outside figure within the 

Scale or B a r k Lice. 

A correspondent in The Northern Farmer says:—"For 

some years my orchard was infested with scale or bark 

lice.' I had tried various experiments to be rid of them, 

still they increased in nuhibefs, and my trees looked as 

though they must yield to these pests, when; in an 

agricultural paper, I found a remedy that laid them 

out. In the month of June the eggs are hatched, and 

the louse crawls over the tree until about the middle 

of August, when they, form a scale over themselves. 

During the time' of tbeir travels, wa6h the tree in 

strong ley, (tie a cloth to a stick, andsave your hands,) 

as strong as ypu can make it; it will not dp, any serious 

injury. The ley will remove the scale, and the tree 

will resume a bright, healthy appearance." 

Xlio "JTriclUjije In Germany. 

The following paingraph appears in. The Scottish 

Farmer : — i-h\ i)c.poch, Professor of Medicine, and M. 

Heynal, ol the Veterinary College of Alfort, have 

recently returned from Germany, where they have 

investigated the subject ef trichiniasis, arid have made 

their report to the French Minister of Agriculture. 

They declare that the disease is everywhere either 

extinct or dying out; and, moreover, that with the 

, single exception of the epidemic at Herdersleben, 

where a-concourse of unfortunate circumstances led to 

the most terrible results, the mortality, has been every

where insignificant. At Zwickau, Settendorf and 8pm-

mertel, out of SO to 86 cases, not a single death appears 

| English Agriculture. 

j X. A. Williard, who started recently for Englandi 

writes The Utica Herald on the agriculture of Cornwall, 

as follows:—" The agriculture of Cbrnwallis of a mixed 

character. Much of the land- is Sevbied to 'grazing, the 

fatting of sheep for mutton, and bullocks for beef. 

Dairies are also kept in considerable numbers, aver

aging, perhaps, from ten to twenty cows, for the pro

duction of butter. One of the most striking features of 

the agricultural districts of the southern part of the pen

insula, is the numerous small enclosures of land. All 

along our way from Truro to Penzance, the cultivated 

lands are divided up into small fields, say from a quarter 

of an acre to an acre or two, and sometimes as large as six 

or eight acres. All these are surrounded with a heavy 

stone or earthen wall, oftlirics with a ditch along tho Wall. 

These enclosures are of singular shapes, very irregular. 

often mere lanes, and hardly ever bounded by any regu

lar straight lines. The almost entire absence of timber 

gives to the country, divided up into these small pad
docks, a very singular appearance. I was told at tho 

mines, that these enclosures were laid out in their 

present shape hundreds of years ago. Potatoes,and 

vegetables are grown considerably for the London iriar-

kets, the climate admitting of early growth. Potatoes 

are jilanted as early as Christmas, and are ready for mar

ket now. In many places cabbages were nearly, if not 
quite fit for market. Of course, wherever the land is 
cultivated, It has the appearance of a garden; and yet 
this is, perhaps, among the least fertile districts of the 
Island." 
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Ralls for Bars. 

" W . D. D.," in The Mirror and Farmer, says:—-A 

very convenient substitute for sawed or split rails, may 

be made of saplings. The spruce or hackmatac, when 

they grow in clusters, makes very pretty, light and dura

ble rails. Cut in on one side, a third of the thickness 

or so, commence four to six inches above this cut, and 

hew down so as to sharpen one side of it, and then the 

opposite side. Then when cut down, the butt end is 

ready for the post-hole. The top end may be. small 

enough without hewing. If stout rails are required, 

take a sapling four to five inches in diameter at the butt, 

sharpen as before, place the sharpened end of the rail 

" in a hole of an upright post two feet from the ground, 

and then hew from each side to a proper thickness. 

It will season through sooner, and be strong and en

durable. Fall and winter is the best time to cut them. 

Fattening Stock. 

Stock, says The Rural World, will fatten better in the 

dark than in the light—better in the fall (on account of 

the longer nights) than in the summer. With less food 

more weight can be secured in the dark than in the light. 

Experiments hare sufficiently demonstrated this. The 

pig-pen should be dark—we have often seen it made so 

with the finest effect in favor of the fattening of stock. 

It is known that light toughens the tissue. For a work

horse, the sun is excellent; for the working man the 

same; but not for the accumulation of fat. Yet how 

few people take advantage of these things. 

Raising Stock. 

A correspondent of The Utica Herald sends the fol

lowing sensible hint in regard to raising stock:— 

" Every breeder of mnles knows that a good horse colt 

cannot be expected from a mare that has borne mules. 

The common theory of this is that the blood of the mare 

becomes perinanently affected by that of the fcetus, 

givingmulish characteristics to her subsequent progeny. 

Applying this to the cow; is it not likely that the blood 

of the cow is permanently tainted when she is made to 

bear bad blooded calves ? And can farmers expect ever 

to raise good stock from eowe to which, for the purpose 

of making them milkers, they have been in the habit of 

using any runt of a bull they could pick up ?" 

Facts about Osage. 

W . Cutter, in Prairie Farmer, says: "I have noticed 

queer facts concerning the Osage Orange that I have 

never seen in print: viz.: not one tree in twenty bears 

fruit, and the trees that bear fruit never blossom. The 

young boll is covered withsilk like that of corn and the 

blossoms on the barren trees are only useful as the 

tassel is to the ear of corn. A lone tree, if a bearing 

one, raises no seed and the bolls are very small. 1 have 

been watching the above peculiarities for but a few 

years and would like to hear from others on the subject." 

The Cut Worm. 
This destructive pest has ' been very numerous 

throughout the entire country this year. In this section 

and in the West, says The Rural New Yorker, whole 
fields of corn have been destroyed by it, and as the sea
son has been cold and backward, replanting has not 
succeeded first rate. The ravages uf this enemy to the 

corn crop are becoming really alarming, and farmers 

should study the subject well, and understand the meth

ods, if any there be, of abating the injury. W e will 

briefly mention the best remedies known. Fall plow

ing, Dr. Fitch says, if done late, so as to expose the grubs 

to the frost, will destroy many. This practice has been 

found to answer well, but it may cause more work to 

fit and tend the field the next year. A heavy clod-

crusher passed over the field just before or after plant

ing will destroy worms within three inches of the sur

face. Making small holes in the-ground, just after a rain, 

into which the worms will fall where the hot sun kills 

them is another remedy. An instrument could be easily 

made which would surround each hill with holes, or 

smooth, deep depressions in the earth. This we think 

would he the best plan. At all events, it is well to study, 

and prepare beforehand means for destroying these ras

cals which work underground in the dark, and blast the 

prospects of the corn-grower. 

Budding Fruit Trees. 

F. K. Elliott, writes in The Ohio Farmer, as follows:— 

" The time for insertion of buds into the stock for the 

purpose of changing the kind of fruit, varies with the 

habit and character of both the tree to be propagated 

and the stock on which it is to be worked. All buds, 

in order to be successful, must be well ripened—that is, 

the tree on which they have formed must have made its 

terminal bud, or, in other words, the growth of the 

shoots must present a continuation of perfect formed 

leaves to its point. This ripening of buds occurs ear

lier in some varieties than in others: usually early sum

mer fruits ripen their buds earlier than winter sorts. 

Next, the stock in which the bud is to be inserted must 

be in a vigorous, healthy condition, but apparently 

about to close its season's growth. Through our north

ern middle States, the usual time to commence budding 

the apple and pear is about the 10th to the 15th of 

August. Further south they are in condition in June; 

and so on all the intermediate time, according to lati

tude and season; some seasons being earlier than others 

by six to ten days. 
In about a week or ten days after budding, the buds 

should be looked over, and if any have failed they may 

yet, if still growing, be budded over. 

In about two or three weeks the strings will require 

to be (loosened. Some will have tq be relied, as if not 

so done the rapid growth will break the strings before 

the bud becomes well united. Generally the strings 

may all be cut loose in from three to four weeks after 

setting the bud. This is.done by passing a knife per

pendicular at the back, of the bud or opposite side of 

the tree. 

Cutting Timber, 
A correspondent of The Boston Cultivator, writes to 

that journal on the subject of cutting timber,'" that to 

guard effectually against the ravages of the worm in 
wood, a very long experience convinces me that all tim

ber having a sweet sap, such as -hickory, all species of the 
maple, birch, &c., should be felled in June. What may 
be the'reason for this, I will not undertake to say; I 
give you the experience of over half a century of a 

worker in wood." 
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THE SUMMER FALLOW. 

A FALLOW, strictly defined, according to the prac

tice of English and Belgian husbandry, is a portion 

of land plowed immediately after the crop is 

'removed in autumn, which is frequently as need re

quires, plowed, harrowed and otherwise made fine 

until the time for sowing winter grain the following 

year. In such a course , it is for nearly - twelve 

months in a state of movement and aeration ; and 

all vegetation, whether of weeds Or grass, and most 

worms and insects which infest the soil, are exter

minated. The frequent stirring of' the soil hurries 

or uproots the weeds already growing, and brings 

the seeds it may contain to the surface, so that they 

Vegetate, and are destroyed by the next plowing or 

harrowing, a new crop succeeding, pach operation, 

until the soil at last becomes free from any form of, 

vegetable life. Insects and their eggs and. larvae are 

turned up and exposed, and from the want of roots 

and plants upon which to subsist, are also destroyed. 

Thus two of the worst pests of the farmer are di

minished, if not entirely , cut, off, by a course of 

thorough fallowing.: 

That mellowness, and fine tilth, are secured in 

the highest degree, is also evident. The soil is 

thoroughly pulverized by this constant stirring and 

turning, the sod is mixed with the loam and the sur

face with the subsoil, and the whole prepared for the 

future crop, so that the plants may send their roots 

through every part for nourishment and support, 

and avail themselves,of whatever elements of fer̂  

tility, it may contain. Many experiments seem, to 

show that fallowing adds directly to the fertility of 

the soil, which it may do, in the complete exposure 

which it gives to the sun, air and dew, and by the 

action of rain, frost and heat, and the chemical 

changes resulting from all these, which warm and 

vivify the soil, and prepare it so as to give an early 

and vigorous growth to the crop which follows. 

Summer fallowing, as defined by Webster, and as 

usually practiced in this country, " is plowing and 

working land repeatedly in summer as a prepara

tion for wheat or other crop." W e plow greensward 

in May or June, and harrow or cultivate it a few 

times in the course of the Bummer^perhaps, plow

ing again once, and sometimes twice just previous 

to seeding. The more thorough the course, the 

more beneficial—the better the preparation it gives 

for the ensuing crop. If the land is poorly plowed 

at first, and the harrowing given in the hurry of 

haying and harvest, only sufficient to stimulate the 

growth of grass and weeds, and, instead of destroy

ing them, leaving them better prepared to infest the 

succeeding crop, We shall worse than lose our labor, 

and might have better left our fields untouched un

til the proper time of Bowing. Such fallows as 

these have given rise to the opinion which prevails 

with many, that fallowing is of little real benefit, 

and the enhancement of the crop thereby seeured, 

more than balanced by the increased expense of 

team work and loss of the use of the 'land." - . . 

The late frequent Tains in this sectionof the coun

try have forwarded and facilitated the breaking up 

of fallows, and we hope their future treatment may 

be of the most thorough kind, so as to go as far as 

possible in the destruction of weeds and insects and 

the perfect preparation for the wheat crop, which is 

yet the great staple of Western N e w York.—Fa. 

THE CATTLE PLAGUE. 

THE following official statement has been made 

by the British Privy Council, under date of June 

22d:— , 

" The cattle plague has now completed the S2d 

week of its prevalence, and during the year neaily 

a quarter of a million (248,965) of attacks have been 

officially reported, 80,597 cattle are stated to have 

been killed, 124,187 to have died, 32,989 to have 

recovered, and in 11,192 cases the results have not 

been specified. In addition to the foregoing, 51,348 

cattle exposed to risk have been slaughtered while 

free from disease. 

" In the aggregate, more than 50 (50.6) in every 

1,000 of the ordinary stock of cattle in Great Britain 

have been attacked, and to every 1,000 attacks, 

whose results have been reported, nearly 900 (861.3) 

animals perished. 

" The epidemic has alsp extended to a consider

able number of sheep, and since the commencement 

4,463 are officially reported to have been attacked; 

of these, 4,002 died or were killed, and 461 recovered 

or were unaccounted for. 

" During the week ending the 16th of June, 583 

attacks were reported to have occurred in Great 

Britain—namely, 488 in England, 27 in Wales, and 

18 in Scotland. The number 6f attacks—namely; 

533—shows a decrease of 454 on the previous return. 

Correcting the total, by adding an average of attacks 

commencing during the week, but which may be 

subsequently reported, the number for the week 

will be 666." 

: -•«.«•«>-
H o w T O D R E S S P O U L T R Y . — T a k e a knife and sever 

the artery or jugular vein, in the neck, or take an 
ax and cut the head off, let it bleed so as to draw all 

tup fever from the fowl in case it have any. Dip 

the body in boiling water, then pick quick, when 

through douse the fowl in hot water again, then 

throw it into a tub of cold water, let it remain three 

or four minutes, this will make it swell out plump, 

and will keep twenty-four hours longer than if it 

was not thrown in the cold water." Wendell's Poul

try Guitfe. 
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ttrtiraltttYxl. 
The Fruit Growers Association of Western 

New York. 

Mr. Ei. W.,Herendeen introduced the following reso
lution : 

Resolved—That new seedlipg.fruits before being sold, 
shpnld be approved by some competent Society. 

Mr. C. Downing—There should be a committee ap

pointed to test new fruits. The American Pomological 

Society had such a committee. If it performed its 

duty, the public would be protected from the frauds of 

vendors of, worthless fruits. 

Mr. Keech, of Waterloo—I come within this resolu

tion. I am engaged in raising new berries. I have 

some varieties which I think good, and he invited the 

closest scrutiny of the Society to those berries he had 

on exhibition. ' 

, Mr. Griffith—This is an important matter-i-one pro

per to come under the cognizance of the Society. His 

speciality was the grape, which is in the same category 

with the strawberry as to frauds about neSv varieties. 

George Campbell had labored thirty years to produce a 

new variety of the grape and failed. Others produce 

them at'Will, or preterid to do so, and flood the coun

try with what is really worthless or no better than 

many of the old stocks, which inmost cases they really 

are. I have paid from three to five dollars for plants, 

like the Northern Muscadine, and found them worth

less. I distrusted'Dr. Grant's Iona and Israella, and 

held off, but finally tried them, and happily with satis

faction. If the Society should take the matter in hand 

and attend to it, their recommendation would secure 

the success' of any variety. Let us know what is right, 

and what ought to hd propagated in the market. 

Mr. Seelye—I think it will be found impossible to 

prevent new fruit from being brought before the pub

lic, while papers advertise the same. People will be 

gulled; as long as they Will run after new fruits. 

W e have a committee for foreign and native 

fruits which should be'sufficierit. It seems impossible 

to do more than give a warning or put something in 

the by-laws in order to give the committee authority 

to denounce any berry that is worthless; but by any 

general work of committee you cannot stop fruit 

growers froiri selling worthless berries. 

Mr. Moody, of Lockport—I think the public might 

be cautioned through this Society, and it would have 

an influence throughout the'West. Let the Society 

give its sanction to fruits. I think a caution from this 

Society would do more good than the resolution. 

Mr. Codding—I should be influenced by this Society 

ias to what I should purchase.1' People who have other 

! business to attend to, have not time to investigate, and 

what we want is for this Society to tell us. 

Mr. Vick—In Europe no man of any reputation pre

tends to put out a new variety until endorsed by the 

' National society. A 'committee should be appointed to 

travel around and examine new fruits, and it would 

have a good effect. Many of the new varieties offered 

arc a disgraceful cheat, and something, should be done 
1 to prevent it. 

Mr. Hoag—I wish to know something about ,the 

Golden Queen, which has been sold extensively at from 

two to three dollars per dozen. 

, Mr, Vick—It is the same thing as Trollope'a Victoria. 

T H E summer meeting of the Western New York Fruit 

Growers Society, was held at the Court House in this 

city, on the 27th of June. 

The weather in the forenoon was very unfavorable, 

and in consequence the attendance was not as large as 

usual, and the show of fruit quite limited. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, 

H. E. Hooker, and the minutes of the January meet

ing, were read by, the Secretary, James Vick, and 

approved. 

On motion of P. Barry, a committee of three was ap

pointed to prepare and present subjects for considera

tion. The chair announced as such committee, P. Barry, 

of Eochester, W . B. Smith, of Syracuse, and E. W . 

Herendeen, Macedon. 
In the absence of the committee, the President 

called for information from members as to the fruit 

prospects in the various sections. 

Messrs. Moody and Sharp, of Niagara county, reported 

a light crop of apples and pears. Apples badly injured 

by the army worm. Peaches, grapes, & c, were.better. 

Mr. C. Downing, of Newburgh—Peaches very un

promising at the East; pears and apples light. A good 

show for grapes. 
Mr. W . Griffith, North East, Pennsylvania, reported 

grapes in good condition. Peaches given up for several 

years. Pears light, summer fruits pretty fair. Weather 

has been unfavorable for strawberries. 

The Chair appointed a Committee on Fruits, consist

ing of Mr. C. Downing, Newburgh; E. Moody, Lock: 
port; W . Griffith, North East, Pennsylvania, and Dr. 

Farly, Union Springs. 
The Committee on subjects for discussion, reported 

the following: 
1. Under what checks or restraints should Seedling Erults he 

introduced to guard the public against deception ? ' 
2. Which of the new Strawberries can this Society recom

mend for general cultivation 1 
8. What is the experience, of cultivators in regard to the hard

iness of the new Grapes during the past winter ? 
4. What varieties of Grapes have been preserved most success-

f ally daring the past winter—and In what manner ? 
8. Is a rich BOII necessary for the production^ good'Grapes? 
6. Hav* there been any recent experiments made-to the pre-

vention of Mildew on Hardy Grapes ? 
T. The Army Worm—its danger and remedy. , 
The questions were then taken up in order, and Mr, 

Hooker requested a full and free discussion. He spoke 

of the introduction of new fruits, by puffing and adver

tising, by irresponsible parties, and hoped' the Society 

would interpose a corrective of the evil. 

Mr. Barry said, the question was a very important 

one. Fruitgrowers are frequently imposed upon by 

bnying old fruits as new" ones. The Catawba for in

stance, is known to have been sold under eight or ten 

different names, at from two to five dollars each. He 

thought those who originated new fruits, should submit 

them to some competent society and their merits tested 

before being sold to the public 
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Mr. Seelye—The first time it was sold as Tom. 

Thumb. 
Mr. Frost said a special committee should be 

appointed to look after new berries, and report a year 

nence. 
Mr. C. Downing thought a year hence too early, as 

the season for berries is already too far gone. 

Mr. Griffith said we look to this Society for 

opinions and authority in regard to new fruits.' 

The resolution offered "by Mr. Vick was then taken 

up and read as follow s: 
Resolved—That the Standing .Fruit Committee be 

requested to investigate thoroughly all seedling fruits 
claiming public favor, and report the facts as speedily 

and fully as possible. 

Resolution carried. 
The second question was then taken up as to what 

new strawberries the Society can recommend for gen

eral cultivation. 
Mr. Barry—I think favorably of the Agriculturist. 

Mr. Moore—Not hardy with me. 

Mr. Moody said it had not been fortunate with him. 

Mr. Bronson—Its quality not quite equal perhaps to 

the Triomph de Gand. 
Mr. Hooker—We had a few plants, but they were all 

winter killed. 
Mr. Bronson said he, did not think'it would carry to 

market as well as some other varieties. 

Mr. Downing—Think it will bear carriage; but do 

not think it will bear as much fruit as the Wilson. 

Mr. Langworthy—I wish to inquire about the Russell 

Prolific. Is it hardy? , ,, 

Mr. Downing—It is hardy with me. 

Mr. Moody—It is a fine, large berry. I think we 

have not the right fertilizer for it. M y experience is 

that no variety will produce more than one crop. 

Mr. Langworthy—My experience is that one crop 

uses up the plants. 

Mr. Bronson—The Russell has done better than 

others with me. 
Mr. Hoag—It wants good nursing to produce fruit. 

Mr. Smith—It is a strong grower, but does not fruit 

well with me. 

Mr. Hooker—Not favorably impressed with it. 

Mr. Codding—Asked whether the Golden Queen was 

the same as any other variety. 

Mr. Vick—It is Trollope's Victoria. 

Mr. Hoag—I think well of the, Jucunda. It is a valu

able late berry. The Wilsons, Triomphe de Gand and 

Jucunda are the best berries. 

Mr. Hooker—I think well of it. 

The third question was then discussed, "What is the 

experience of cultivators in regard to the hardiness of 

the new grapes during the past winter 1" 

Mr. Griffith—Tho trouble the last winter has been in 

the roots. Lost a great many. All varieties suffered the 

same. It is the roots, and not the wood. Soil, gravel

ly loam. Would recommend covering vines the first 
season. 

Mr. Barry said the new varieties had not suffered 

more than the old Pnes. 

Mr. Hoag—-Left all uncovered. Union Village and 

Allen's Hybrid are the only ones injured last winter. 

Mr. Moody—Had no trouble with them. 

Mr. Langworthysaid Allen's Hybrid and Adirondack 

suffered most with him. > •• 

Mr. Hooker—The Adirondacks started well, but were 

injured by the hail storm. 

Mr. Smith—We generally cbver our grapes. 

Mr. Langworthy—If new varieties are covered in the 

winter, they afford no fair test of hardiness. 

Mr. Griffith—I had ten Adirondacks killed. Other 

varieties stood the winter. I have little taith in the 

practicability of covering, tat it is prudent to cover 

them. 
Mr. Barry—Vines on tbe ground in spring are more 

exposed to frost than when raised two or three feet 

from it. . ''' ' 
Mr. Griffith—When buds begin to swell they will be 

killed, if left ori the ground. 
Mr. Hoag—Vines shbuldbe Covered the first season; 

after that they will stand it, unless the winter isunu-

6ually severe. In niy experience buds keep and devel-

ope better when covered. 

Mr. Warner—Will a light covering of earth keep 

vines through the winter.' 

Mr. Smith said he had no doubt but it woUld. 

Mr. Moody1—Vines grew later last season than usual, 

hence the wood was tender. In Septeiriber some vines 

made more wood than during any oth&r month. Of 

course the portion thus made must have been terider 

when winter set in. 
Mr. Griffith—The severity of winter pruning, in some 

instances, might affect the ability of the vines to with

stand the test qf winter. 
Fourth question, " What varieties pf grapes have 

been preserved most successfully during the past win

ter—and in what manner ?" 

Mr. Langworthy—I sent a lot of grapes last winter 

to New York. They all rotted, as did those I had left 

at home. 
Mr. Barry—That was my experience. 

Mr. Griffith had no trouble in keeping grapes in a 

dry room. Had kept Catawbas, Isabellas, Delawares, 

Rebeccas and Dianas—the last most perfectly—until 
April, in ordinary wood boxes from five to fifteen 
pounds in each. Had no mildew. Put them in a dry 
upper room. Had no success in the cellar. Picked 
them early as the stem began to color and, before pick

ing for wine. 
Mr. Warner said he had been successful in keeping 

grapes, Put up a large quantity last fall in boxes con
taining from 12 to 24 pounds. Had Catawbas, Isabel
las, Rebeccas, and Dianas. Management is all. The 
grapes should be ripe, perfectly dry, clean, and kept 
cold; then they can be kept the year round. They 
were put in boxes, nailed down and kept in the cellar. 
Had foUnd some in the cellar this morning all right 
Never touch them until wc want them. Dianas kept 
best. Te'mperature about 28 °. No fruit should be 
put in pine boxes, «s' they flavor tbe grapes. Paper 
boxes will gather moisture, and should not be used 
when wooden ones can be obtained. The Isabellas and 
Concords were among the lost used, and kept fresh. 
No other covering than the boxes was used. 
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Mr. Babcoek kept grapes until May in sawdust and 

shavings put in a eool cellar. . - ., 
Fifth question, ',f Is .a rich soil necessary for the pro

duction of.goodgrapes?", -;; . ,. , 

Mr. Smith—A rich soil is not necessary for the grape, 

though some kinds like the Delaware, would,, bear 

land richer than others. 

Mr. Downing—Thought rich soil would produce 

large grapes. They look well and sell weU, but are not 

so good to eat or keep. 

Mr. Farley—Thought a moderately rich soil best. 

Mr. Hoag.—Have not manured our vineyard for 

seven years, with the exception of a small shpvelfull 

to each vine two years ago. Do not approve of man

ures. They ripen later on rich land, , 

Mr. Moody—The quality of the soil should he taken 

into consideration. A clay soil suited Irim best. They 

produced finer fruit planted in clay than on a light soil, 

Mr. Griffith—A rich soil is injurious, to all kinds but 

Delaware. What is favorable to wood is unfavorable 

to the growth of fruit.. Planted a Catawba vineyard 

twenty years ago, and ithad.borae a heavy crop since 

without manure. Soil that will produce about thirty 

bushels of com,to the acre, is rich enough for grapes. 

Sixth question, " Have there been any recent experi

ments made for the prevention of mildew on hardy 

Mr. Herendeen said he was in Washington last .win

ter, and saw one hundred vines in the vineyard of 

William Saunders, on trellises with a root over the 

vine, which kept them free from mildew. The roof is1 

only two feet wide; but it protects the vine from rain 

and dew. He thought, it was a good protection against 

mildew. .... 

Mr. Babcoek thought mildew was caused, by too 

close planting. The air cannot circulate freely among 

the leaves. , . • 

Mr. Moody—Had tried unleached ashes with favor

able results. Vines trained on high and open trellises 

so that the leaves could dry easily would have a good 

effect. 
Mr. Langworthy said he had tried wood and coal 

ashes. Do not think they will prevent mildew. Sulphur 

is the best remedy. 

Question seventh, " The army worm—its danger and 

remedy." 

Mr. Sharp, of Lockport, said the army worm bad 

been very destructive in some parts of Niagara county. 

They are proceeding in a southerly direction. 

Mr. Bronson said they had been very troublesome 

about Geneva. They had used hellebore, tobacco and 

various other remedies without effect. Had employed 
sixty men- armed with pruning hooks, but all to no 
purpose. Kerosene would kill them and the trees too. 
Crude petroleum used as a wash he had.useii with suc
cess to kill insects and slugs in the garden. Mixed 
with water it would not kill the plants. 
Mr. Sharp found soap suds effectual. His sons had 

used two barrels this spring, and they had not been 

troubled since. 
Mr. Ferris said the same, but the cheapest way was 

to procure a pair of leather mittens and crush the 

vermin. - >\ 

Mr. Smith, of; Syracuse, had used a mixture of sul

phur and lard plastered around the trunk of the tree 

four or five inches wide. .The worms, would not. pass 

this," but would'cluster belowitj when they could easily 

be destroyed. If any worms have ascended, the trees 

a slight jarring would cause the ,wotms to fall to the 

ground. In this way an orchard may be cleared of 

these pests. 

Mr. Langworthy—This is the simplest.cure, and well 

worthy atrial. 

• Here the Committee on Fruits-stated thatthey were 

ready to report, and the conversation terminated. 

The report was then read in commendation of the 

varieties of fruit mentioned:' 

J. Keech, of Waterloo,' three seedlings—The Agricul

turist, Phil. Sheridan and General Meade—good. 

W. H.'Pillow presented Triomph de Grand and Rus

sell's Prolific. 

A-plate.of Golden Queen was presented, whioh was 

pronounced the same as Victoria. 

• Jacob Moore <& Brothers of Brighton, who are exten

sively engaged, in producing new varieties, exhibited 

some very fine fruit from their seedliugs, which was 

highly commended by the committee. The Beedlings 

were propagated by hybridization of the finest varieties. 

No. 99 was pronounced by the committee as excellent 

in flavor and very productive. 

No. 39, Black Prince, by Wilson, very early. 
1 No; 25, Scott's Seedling, by Wilson, medium size.and 

very productive. 

No. 66, Wilson, by Triomph de Gand, very good, 

sweet, large and productive, one -of the best. 

No. 71, McAvoy, by Triomph de Gand. 

No. 14, Scott's Seedling, by Wilson, good. 

No. 5, same parentage, pleasant, acid and productive. 

No. 88, Genesee, by Wilson, very good flavor. 

No. —, Wilson, by Red Bush Alpine, firm flesh, and 

productive. 

i No. 46, same parentage, sweet and good. 

All these are perfect flowering varieties, 

Ellwanger and Barry presented a plate of fine berries 

pf,the Agriculturist variety. Their vines, with those 

pf many others of our nnrserymen, were nearly all 

destroyed by the hail storm. 

E. Fo -d & Sons, of Syracuse, presented plates of Tri

omph de Gand and. Russell, with some specimens of a 

fine, new seedling, called Hastings' Onondaga,, a cross 

between Hovey and Victoria. Berries large, but rather 

soft, good flavor, and is spoken- of as a promising vari

ety. 
Bronson & Selover, Geneva, presented twelve plates 

of cherries, fair for the season, and two plates of straw

berries, 

The report was accepted and adopted. 

, The meeting then adjeumed. 

A PAin ccrresppndent of T/ie Rural New Yorker dis

cusses the question, Why don't the, ladies attend, the 

Fruit. Growers' MeotingsV and suggests it is only 

through fear that they would carry off all the prizes, 

that they are debarred the privilege by the " lords of 

creation." 
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THE GARDEN. 

WHEN the first warm days of spring appear, how 

natural it is for us to long for some fresh vegetables— 

almost anything, so that it be fresh from the earth. 

H o w welcome, then, would be a good mess of greens, 

especially the best of all greens—spinach! 

Well, to have a mess of spinach as soon as the snow 

is oft, and the surface thawed, you must sow it about 

the middle of August. It will then have time to attain 

a good growth before winter sets in, when it should be 

covered with straw. As soon as the straw is removed 

in the spring, you can cut for the table. It will not 

be quite so tender as that 60wn a few weeks later, and 

allowed to make a new growth after the removal of the 

covering, but it will be very welcome so early. On 

rich land, two square rods' will supply an ordinary fam

ily of five or six persons. About the same time, sow 

a few onions to pull in May. They will form small 

bulbs which will enable them to endure the winter. 

Those vegetables which have not yet attained their 

growth should have the soil frequently stirred among 

them. 

Asparagus should have the seed cut out as fast as it 

forms. 

Limas, or other pole beans, will do better if the ends 

of the vines are pinched off when they reach the top 

of the pole. 

Earth up celery every ten or twelve days,. Tie the 

leaves together, while doing so', to prevent dirt, getting 

into the heart of the plant, which will rot them. 

Melons will set more fruit than they can carry 

through. Remove all excess., 

Flat turnips can still be'sown. Do not get them too 

thick. 

Take good care of the tomato, pinching off the worms 

that feed upon the leaves. 

THE FRUIT GARDEN. 

If you have no strawberry bed, plant one this month, 

when there are a few cloudy, damp days : if you have 

one, wait until spring before planting another, as that 

is the best time. Plant Wilson's Albany and Triomph 

de Gand for main dependence; a few Downer's Prolific, 

or French's Seedling, for early; a few Jueundas,' and 

Agriculturist, to test new 6orts, and a few Golden 

Queens (Trollope's Victoria) for splendid late berries. 

W e have known 20 of the latter to fill a quart box this 

season. 

PREPARATION FOR A VINEYARD. 

WRITTEN FOB THE AHEBIOAH FABMEB, BY J. H. F0STBB, JB. 

EDS. AMERICAN FARMER ;—We snatch a few moments 

in which to write an article "about grapes;" and as 

we are rather of a serious, practical turn of mind, 

what we shall write, will be of that nature. Well, 

what chapter shall we take up ? W e look out of the 

window in vacant study, and what meets our gaze J 

William plowing for the vineyard. This, then,'shall 

W e leave out of the question for further considera

tion, kind, quality and position; all else save how and 

when to plow. W e can'do no better than take the 

history of the few acres that we see William at. From 

off this land, in'64, we cut rye with a high stubble, 

which was thickly set with clover. During July we 

turned this stubble and clover under, sowed one hun

dred weight of No. 1 guano per acre, and buckwheat, 

which never amounted to much. There was none to 

plow under. June, '65, we cut a heavy crop of clover, 

and nearly ripe rye, for hay. The second crop was very 

heavy, which was allowed to rot on the surface. 

The present season there was a fine growth of clover 

and weeds, so heavy it could hardly be plowed under; 

yet we succeeded pretty well. To-day, (July 5,) we 

will sow one hundred weight per acre of guano and 

Coes' Phosphate; then three pecks of buckwheat. 

Harrow about half. Sow three pecks more. Cross the 

first sowing, and finish by cross-harrowing. In about 

two months, or ten weeks, the buckwheat will go 

under, and the teams be set to work hauling rotten 

leaves, or half rotted sorghum bagasse, or cane refuse, 

which Will be spread about two inches deep, and last 

of October plowed under in the following manner. 

a 

• 

' 

b 

f 

) 

0 

g 

k 

d 

h 

I 

The ground slopes about one in seven. Starting along 

the lowest side with a large irpn plow with steel point, 

we cast a furrow (o) down hill, and take the team back 

empty on the unplowed ground above. The second fur

row (6) same as first, and to be shoveled over below 

the first. Third furrow same as second. W e now havo 

a section partly Opened consisting of a, b, c, being 

about three feet wide and ten inches,deep. The fourth 

furrow (e) is to be made on the same position the first 

one was taken from. It is loosened up merely, and 

consists of about six inches of subsoil. It is to be 

thrown out.. Fifth furrow (i) subsoil, loosened up un

der the last furrow, about four inches. Sixth furrow 

(f) cast over On to loosened subsoil, (i), and takes the 

place from which («) was thrown out. W e might now 

say we have a section complete. 

To form the next section we loosen j. Plow over d, 

and shovel it on to the place a was cast from. Next 

plow over g on to loosened j. Thus we complete a 

section, and thus we traverse the whole field. Three 

furrows deep, making twenty inches, (10, 6 and 4 ) — 

thoroughly loosening all of the twenty inches, and not 

reversing the order of any, as some of the old 

class of vineyardists would have us do. A full equip

ment for plowing thus would be—plow and team, plsw-

man, driver, (boy,) and man to ride the plow beam, in 

ease the plow does not go deep enough. If you have 

a Bteel point, which had better be obtained, the third 

be our subject, and forthwith, with sleeves rolled up, man may not be needed, as in case the point does not 

(for we can never work at vineyard without) we pitch point in enough, it can be pointed down by the black-

right in to our subject. | Bmith. Cost of thus preparing, (we mean the last 
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operation,) will be about seven days for team, two men 

and boy; and as hire varies, we make no cash estirriate. 

With us at-the present it would be about' seven dol

lars per day—not more. 

With this hastily written article we close, begging 

the forbearance Of your' generous readers. The sub

ject will be further elucidated in our " Manual of 

Grape Culture," for notice of which see advertisement 

in this number. • 

OUR GEORGIA LETTER. 

J. D. MITCHELL, an esteemed' correspondent, has 

recently gone on atrip to Florida, and promised us some 

interesting items on the agriculture and horticulture of 

that State. W e have just received from him a letter 

dated from Savannah, Ga., addressed to a friend, 

from which we copy the following particulars :— 

" Your letter to the ̂ Farmers' Club,' in The Tribune, 

about strawberries, reminfls me that I am indebted to 

you for a letter which I have had no opportunity to 

answer. Your assumed ignorance in strawberry raising, 

almost trapped me into giving you a few lessons, but I 

guess your theory is better than your practice, and 

that you are in more need of some one to do it, than to 

tell you how. I am not one of those who suppose,that 

my way is the only way, or that m y way will dp best in 

every location and under all circumstances, but believe 

every location has to be experimented upon for itself. 

Your experience smd mine agree as to 'Wilson's 

Albany.' If I could have but one variety, I should 

take that. For a selection of three—Wilson's, Brooklyn 

Scarlet, and Tribune No 1, which I believe is the Moni

tor. They are all productive, high flavored when well 

ripened, strong growers, and keep well on the vines, 

when the birds are not too plenty. When they are, 

and you have to cover them with grass or hay, they 

ripen well under it, better than Russell or Col Ells worth, 

(Tribune No 2.) The latter in my garden (Lycoming 

Co. Pa.,) is not worth raising. The fruit ripens uneven

ly, has a white nose with little provocation, loses its 

flavor with little reason for it, and is not productive. 

Russell's Prolific is well described by Mr. Caranach, I 

think. He says it is large, coarse, and sour. It has no 

particular flavor, and is- among strawberries, what the 

Rohan and Jenny Lind are among potatoes—monstros

ities. 
" I am going to test your opinion upon strawberry cul

ture in Florida* I anticipate no difficulty in having 

two c-ops a year. Being detained here, (Savannah, Ga.,) 

to-day, I have been taking the measure of the town. 

It has become somewhat Yankeefied, but there are still 

to be seen several of its ancient features. Not long 

since, I visited the old town of Lebanon, in tbe Deuteh-

landofourold commonwealth. I arrived at 3 A.M., 

and going to an hotel, passed the little open market 

shed so common in our State, and found the farmers 

already arriving and arranging their'traps.' I passed 

on, anxious to secure a sborthap, and thinking I would 

have a look at the Deutcher lasses and their plunder, 

when I woke up. I slept until 7 o'clock, but my lasses 

had vanished, and with them every vestige of market-
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ing.' Do you suppose there is anv political or econom

ical or moral significance, in the fact that Georgians 

' change ends' with us, and bring their truck to mar

ket late in the afternoon ? I hope not, for I have a con

stitutional antipathy to very early rising, and am not 

anxious to be convinced that it has any bearing upon 
the question of thrift between Deutchers and Crackers. 

The market here, is quite a building—say 100 feet 

square, with a row bf tables outside, upon which the 

country people display a sample of their productions. 

They come in one horse or mule carts, with a bundle or 

two of corn leaves for the animal, and to save labor in 

watching, leave the hulk of their load in the cart, put

ting on tbe tables samples only, making the show very 

meagre, after one has been accustomed to the wholesale 

character of a Jerseyman's display. For instance, one 

man has two melons and two quarts of sweet potatoes; 

another has a few peaches and two melons ; still another 

has two melons and nothing else. Every one has 

melans, and you can get one as large as six men can 

eat, for two ' 6i(e.' 

"Thepeaehes are small and poor; apples ditto. Corned 

beef and melons form the bulk of the offerings at pre

sent. Inside, the market is divided between fresh meat 

and refreshment tables, which take the place-of restau

rants, which seerii npt to have become acclimated here. 

At all these tables are the swinging blue and red cam-

brie fans, imported from Virginia and operated by means 

of a string, with a juvenile colored individual at the 

other end. W e had at our Hotel to-day—melons, native 

tomatoes, peaches, huckleberries, green apple pies, new 

potatoes, and New York beef. I intended to demonstrate 

the capacity of a young darkey for water melons to-day, 

but he had more time than I had. I once heard of a 

man who had a pig that ate a pail full of 'slops' and 

after he had eaten it, he put the pig into the pail, and 

he did not half fill it. I always had' a little doubt as to 

that man's correctness in measurement, but I am posi

tively sure that I could put this individual's body into 

the rind of the melon that he attacked as though he 

meant to eat the whole of it, which I have no doubt he 

did, and unless his legs were hollow, or his corpus 

gutta percba, I cannot conceive where heput the melon. 

Melons are the feature at this time. Every few rods 

you find a colored man, woman, or child squatted upon 
the curbstone, superintending the sale of a stock of 

various size and assortment. Fine looking peaches are 

coming in from Columbus, Ga., for the New York mar

ket. They are in crates and wrapped singly in papers. 

When I ship fruit from Florida, I shall not do it through 

express companies.' 

" A man named Kellogg, of this city, proposed to those 

cotton planters whose seed failed, and when it was too 

late to replant, to plant the Palma Christi bean. He 

proposed to lend them seed and pay them at least three 

cents per pound for the crop. He days it produces 

from 60 to 130 dollars per acre, ;ahd one man and horse 

can easily tend thirty acres. In our vicinity In Florida, 

this plant is perennial and grows to a great size. At 

the above rate of product, a quarter section of land 

planted with them, would give a man a very pleasant 

income, with little labor;" 
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inffe' §^\mxtmmt, 
I WOULD BE WITH THEE, MOTHER. 

11 would be with thee, mother, 

Ia that laud among the blest; -

Where the wicked, cease from troubling, 

And the weary ar,e at rest. 

I would r,est with thine, sweet mother,, 

This weary, aching head; 

Within the lonely recess, 

Of thy dark and narrow bed. 

Earth has few charms for me, mother, 

Since thou wast called away; 

For I have learned full well, mother, 

That the brightest joys decay. 

I've found no friend, like the'e, mother, 

Since thou wast called away; 

, To guide m y erring footsteps, 
And love m e day by day. 

But I've a friend, above mother, 

W h o will forsake m e never; 

I'd gladly leave this world, mother 
To dwell with him forever. 

I trust that.thou,art,there, mother,,, 
In that land among the blest; 

Where free from earthly sorrow 

"We ever more shall rest. 

DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

CANNING PEACHES. —Put into a nice porcelain or 

brass kettle - any desired1 quantity of water, Bweeten 

with pure white sugar; when boiling, throw into it 

either whole or stoned peaches as desired.1 Let these 

also boil to a certainty, when, with a prong or fork fill 

one bottle with the fruit, afterwards covering with tha 

boiling juice. Let the bottle be quite full, cork and 

seal, or cover with the lid immediately, completing one 

bottle at a time. As the fruit iB exhausted in the kettle 

more should be added, also some boiling water from the 

tea kettle, and sugar as the supply of juice diminishes. 

Be careful to season the bottles with warm water before 

filling with the boiling fruit,, or you will he very likely 

to crack many of them. It will be of no use for you 

to allow the fruit to remain in any bottle, however 

slightly flawed or cracked, as the contents will not keep. 

In such case the fruit should be returned to the kettle, 

brought to a boil and placed in a perfect bottle; but 

there is no necessity for cracking or injuring one in ten 

thousand. Do not allow yourself to be more than a 

few seconds in filling and completing entirely, each 

bottle. Care should be taken not to place a bottle 

after filljng and while hot, near to any very eold sub

stance—for instance, on a cojd plate, marble, stone shelf, 

table, or against the cold wall, and in no cpse sprinkle 

with cold water. Any one understanding the princi

ples of heat and cold will perceive immediately the 

common sense of these directions. 

ROASTING A N D F R Y I N G MEATS.—The English are 

acknowledged to be the best meat cooks in the world, 

They never allow any water or broth in the pan where 

the meat is. The roast, from time to time is basted 

witlj. the drippings from, the fat. In frying a Bteak or 

mutton chop,, the ,pan should become thoroughly 

heated before plaping the meat, in it, which- should 

have been previously seasoned with pepper and salt. 

The, latter should not be. applied till justhefore the 

cooking, aslt has a tendency to harden.,. The steak or 

chop should be turned constantly till done brown, 

H I N T S T O IOE C R E A M MAKERS.—The proportion of 

ice and salt should be as near as possible—two parts of 

ice to one of salt. In packing, make one layer of ice 

then a layer of salt, and so on, to the desired depth. If 

the cream freezes but slowly and does not come to an 

ice as rapidly as usual, the process may be very much 

hastened by.adding a, little more salt aud a few fresh 

pieces pf ice. Before putting into the freezer the 

cream or milk Bhould be as cold as possibe. 

T O M A T O CATSUP.—Pour boiling water on the toma

toes, let them stand until you can rub off the skin, 

then cover them with salt, and let them stand twenty-

four hours. Then strain them, and to two quarts pnt 

three ounces of cloves, two ounces of pepper, two 

nutmegs. Boil half an hour, then add a pint of wine. 

To PIOKXE T O M A T O E S . — A s you gather' them, throw 

them into cold-vinegar. When you have enough, take 

them out, and scald some spices tied in a bag, in good 

vinegar, and pour1 it hot over them*. 

Tb PI C K L E ONIONS.—Peel, ahd boil in milk and 

water ten minutes, drain off the milk and water, and 

pout scalding spiced vinegar on to them. 

To PICKLE C A U L I F L O W E R S O R BROOOLI.—Keep them 

twenty-four hours In strong brine, and then take them 

out and heat the brine, and pour it on scalding hot, 

and let them stand till next day. Drain them, and 

throw them into spiced vinegar. 

, CU^KBANT IOE WATER.—Press the juice from ripe 

currants, strain it, and put a pound of sugar to each 

pint of juice. Put it into bottles, cork and seal it, and 

keep it in a cool, dry place. When wanted, mix it 

with ice water for a drink. Or put water -with it, 

make it very sweet, and freeze it. Freezing always 

takes away much gf the sweetness. The juices pf 

other acid fruits can be -used in the same way.— 

Beecher's Receipt Book. 

THE TOMATO AS FOOD.—A good medical authority 

ascribes to the tomato tho following very important 

medicinal qualities: 

1. That the tomato is one of the most powerful ape

rients of the liver and other organs; where calomel is 

Indicated, it is one of the most effective and least harm

ful medioal,agents known to the profession. 

3, That a chemical extract will be obtained from it 

that will supersede tha use of calomel iu the.cure of 

disease. 

8. That ho has successfully treated diarrhrea with 

this article alone. 

4. That when, used as an article of diet, it is almost 

sovereign for dyspepsia, and indigestion. 

5. That it should be constantly used for daily food. 

Either cooked or raw, or in the form of catsup, it is 

the most wholesome article in use. 
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M A D E L I N E ' S K I T C H E N C A B I N E T . 

A NEW KITCHEN ERA 

A Universal Hash.—This, with almost all New Eng

land Yankees, a good many New Yorkers, and the more 

intelligent people of at least five of the French provin

cial departments, is a common dish—has been so these 

hundred years, and therefore is neither M. Blot's nor 

Madeline's by invention, though belonging to both by 

adoption^-a semi-internationalbreakfast dish, so palat

able when properly made, and withal so econom

ical,.that the other nine-tenths of our fellow house

keepers all over the country, ought to adopt it as their 

inevitable "orderly" of the breakfast.table. 

Just, sb simple, and just so saving' as this. First a 

good wooden bowl or tray, and chopping kMfe, useful 

for many other purposes besides hash making. Cost, 

11.00, and will last fifteen years. Secondly, whatever 

of boiled material may have been left from dinner-

pork, beef, mutton, or veal; boiled, stewed, roasted Or 

fried; potatoes, cabbage, and turnips—save them, all 

the scraps, bits and odds and ehdsj-—salt or fresh-

chop all 'together; don't' matter "particularly about 

proportions, though " half and half" meat and vegeta

bles, is perhaps' preferable. Chop as fine as the finest 

mince meat, Carefully excluding all pieces of bone atid 

gristle. Season with' salt and pepper,' moisten to the 

consistency of stiff corn bread batter, and;if you care 

to have the' dish extra riice, after placing it in the oven 

and half baking it, precisely as'you would a corn cake, 

BrCak and beat Up'say four fresh eggs, poUr them even

ly over 'the sUrface,' and finish' baking. In this way we 

shall achieve as good a breakfast dish as ever went to 

any table, and at the same time utilize a great deal of 

good material that would otherwise go to wast<i. 

Capital Corn Bread.— Good corn bread is always 

good. Warm, more wholesome than any warm wheaten 

bread or biscuit. Mine is always good; only better 

than that of my neighbors, in that,, I am more particu

lar in the manufacture. In spring, fall, and winter,, we 

have warm corn bread as adjutant to pur, hash " order

ly," for breakfast, five mornings out, of every seven. 

The first necessity Of gddd corn bread, is good, 

coarsely ground yellow corn meal (white, er finely ground 

yellow meal will never make the best corn bread or 

cakes.) The next thing is sour milk.',' Never use sweet 

milk. Sour 'always—the, sourer the better, so that 

it is not stale and stinking. For a corn cake 

for six persons,-pretty hungry, 1 quart of cprn meal, 

1-4 pound flour, 1 1-2 pints sour milk. Put into the 

milk a tablespoonfull of clean, ; brown, sugar, ,1.1-2 

spoonsfnll of any clean fat, (dripping always better 

than butter,) a dessert spoonftdl of. salt, and, beat au 

together until the sugar is dissolved and fat meltedrf-

pretty warm-but don't scald, if you wouldimake light 

bread. Break, beat up and add to the mf;k, two eggs. 

Then with a wooden paddle or stout spoon, begirt to 

stir the meal, pouring in the liquid gradually, and 

when all is thoroughly incorporated, stir in a teaspoon

full of Babbitt's, saleratus dissolved, in warm water, 

turn the batter—pretty stiff, into the pan; let it be 

about an inch thick, and bake at once in a moderately 

hot oven till the crusts are » bright brown. In this 

way you will be sure of capital corn bread. This 

brings us to M. Blot's 

FOURTH BILL OE FARE. 

1. Potage Brunoise.—This is of turnips and carrots, 

celery and onion, all chipped very fine, partly fried, 

then mixed with any rich meat broth, a little burned 

sugar added, and the whole cooked moderately till 

tender. 

2. Fish Bechamel.—Any Bmall, fresh fish, just covered 

with cold water, placed over a slow fire, and simmered 

gently till done. Then dressed with a sauce made of 

milk, flpur, and a little butter, flavored with any suit

able extract. 

3. Beef in miraKn.—Beef or any other cold meat, 

baked, boiled, or stewed, left from dinner, cut in neat, 

thin .slices, turning them over and over, and cooking 

in a sauce made of chipped onion and celery seasoned 

with salt and pepper. 

, ,4s Fish in matelote.—Cut. toe fish in small bits, put in 

toe pan with the fish,, a bit ef onion, thyme, salt, pep

per, butter, and a little flpur; add warm water 

enough to stew. Eels, pickerel,, and pike, are very 

suitable for this dish. 
5. Pigeon in crapampne.—Split the pigeon in two 

halves, dip each part in eggs well beaten up; then roll 

in fine cracker crumbs; place the halves inside up in a 

pan, put a small lump of, butter in, each half,,pour in a 

few spoonsfull ot broth, and bake till quite done. 

6. Maccedonne.—Merely a little relish dish made of 

very finely chipped carrots, turnips, and hard-boiled 

eggs, highly seasoned with pepper, thyme, and parsley 

stewed, and flaVofed to suit. -

7. Celery fried,—Make a thin batter of flour, batter 

and an egg. Dip the celery in the batter, and fry in 

beef suet. Eat warm. Very nice. 
8. Lentiles in puree.—-Soak the lentiles in cold water 

four hours. Then put them in fresh hot water, with 

pepper, salt, a little onion, and cloves, and boil slowly 

until done tender. Peas, beans, and shelled chestnuts 

are excellent prepared in this manner. 

9. Compote of apples,-Pare and quarter, and stew the 

apples soft iu clear water. Then rub the apples through 

a sieve, and sweeten and flavor. Allthe small fruits, 

as well as peaches, peanrs, pine,.apples, quinces and 

oranges, 'are very'fine cooked and treated this way, 

10. Dariole aucafe.-k light delicate cake, made, with 

Ipint of flour, three eggs well beaten, a quarter of a 

pound of nice1 light sugar, two ounces of butter, mixed 

and flavored with liquid coffee, and baked quickly in 

small cakes. • 
u coffee.—In making coffee, M. Blot uses the Old 

Dominion" edffee pot, flannel fitter, and .practices 

pouring on boiling water. 
Believing my coffee practice-to be an improvement ' 

on M. Blot's, or any other known to tne,T propose to 

giv6 it to;oiir FAR M E R ' S family outside of the cabinet. 

(To-be-continued.) 
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(Miter'*' ®Mt 
P r e m i u m s for August. 

SEE our offer on last page, for single and .double sub

scribers. Everybody can take one. If all our present-

patrons would send us one name each, then we should 

just double the circulation of " The Farmer's Own 

Paper," in one month. W h o will not send in a name? 

Let us have at least' five thousand more names, at as 

many different post offices. 

Prize Essays. 

OUR' list of subjects, in "the June No., page 193, has 

called out several valuable efesays, but ̂till many are as 

yet not written upon, and as the time is now short, we 

hope our friends will let us hear from them, as soon after 

the first of August as possible; Theywill be published 

in the October number of T H E F A R M E R , and we think 

will be found to be of great value, and interest to 

our readers. W e intend to get up another lifet of essays 

this fall, and shall be pleased to receive subjects or 

questions for discussion '• frdm an^ of our Subscribers. 

Let us hear from them, what subjects they wish dis

cussed in future numbers. 

The Crops. 

FROM Massachusetts, we learn that notwithstanding 

the backwardness of the spring, the crops now look 

well. Corn is: growing fast. Oats, wheat and rye 

never looked better. Grass crop lighter than usual. 

Potatoes give good promise of a fair-crop. Apples will 

be light. ' , . 

From Wayne Co., New York.—Wheat is yielding 

pretty good crops; but ,on the whole, not as large as 

some previous years. The weevil has done much mis

chief, and a good deal was winter killed. Corn looks 

well, and promises a large yield. Barley is nearly 

ready to cut. Oats coming on well. Potatoes good, 

In Western New Yhrk, the hay crop will be about 

the average. Corn is very backward—but has made 

rapid strides during the last week or two, and may 

catch up in time to yield a fair return. 

Wheat harvest has commenced, but will probably not 

yield more than a two-thirds crop. Barley and oats 

look well, and will produce a large yield. Apple crop 

nearly a failure. The cold weather, together with 

strong winds late in the spring did much, damage. 

But still, the fruit that is set may be very fine and the 

profit to the owners-of large orchards quite remunera

tive. The crop last year was light, but the yield very 

good. 

In Texas, cotton is reported unfavorably. The crop 

is estimated at about one-fourth the usual quantity. 

The worms are threatening great damage. 

In Tennessee the harvest has all been gathered. 

Wheat crop in the northern counties is very poor. 

Southern counties good. Oats yielded finely. Corn will 

be a large yield. Apples will be plenty. 

From Iowa the reports are for a large yield ypf.wheat. 

Also for the barley and oat crops. Potatoes badly trou

bled with bugs. The cold weather this spring damaged 

corn, but hopes are still held of a good harvest 

In England, the prospect is for a light crop of wheat, 

and in France also there will be a considerable falling 

off in the yield. Last year's crop is nearly exhausted, 

in consequence of which prices will probably be high. 

Notes on tbe Weather, from June 15th to 

July 15th. 

THE heat is first to be cared for. ' In the first half of 

June, the temperature was 2.5° above the general 

average; but the last half was 68.0«>., about ohedegree 

below that average, in numbers 68.0 and' 69°. This 

makes the. heat of the month quite one degree above 

the general average. In the last half,, the hottest nvid-

,day was 91 ?, on the 25th, whi,ch was the hottest day, 

80.3°. The coldest morning on the 19th was 54°, and 

that, the coldest day, 56.3°. The fore paitandthe 

latter part of this half was rather cool, but a week 

from the 25th, quite warm. 

The rain pf'.. the month was 3.90 inches, of which the 

last half gave only 1.81 inch. , 

The last half was the coldest except two in this half, 

for 30 years. Vegetation has advanced pretty well. 

Strawberries have been abundant in the last week-

large and fine. In 1865, June was warmer by 4 9 or 

5° ; in, 1864, but little warmer. Thunder showers 

heard,and felt. 

J U L Y began warmer, and seon gave a hot term from 

the 5th to the 8th, and another from tbe 12th to the end 

of the first half., The mean heat was 75.9 o, and thegen-

era! average, 7015. On the 15th, the thermometer gave 

98 o at 2 P.M., and, the .mean of the day, 86.3°, the 

hottest day on the record for thirty years. As several 

days had been hot, this was exceedingly warm. Very 

little rain indeed in this half; only 0.2 inch, and not 

much for the fortnight preceding; so that the pjople 

were anxiously looking for rain. The barometer has 

ranged above the mean a little, aud much rain has 
fallen over the'country, but not in this section. Very 
little dew for several of the latter nights. Fine time 
for haying, and the beginning of barley and other 
grains. Indian corn has advanced with great rapidity; 
but potatoes look dry, and the farmers talk of their 
being dried up already. Let us wait aud see a little. 
Peaches are said to be falling off, and apples also; but 
this will make those that hold on sq much the better, 
and it may, as in last year, make too plentiful for pro
fitable speculation. The fine health of this section, 
and of the country, and the brightening prospects of a 
fuller harvest, demand consideration and gratitude. • 

H O N . Anson S. Miller, of Rockford, 111., has accepted 
the invitation of the Executive Committee of the New-
York State Agricultural Society, to deliver the Annual 
Address at the State Fair, to be held at Saratoga 
Springs iu September. 

WE are Indebted to ganford Howard, Esq., fortha 

Report of the Michigan State Board of Agriculture for 
1865, for which he will acoept our thanks. 
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American Institute Farmers Club. 

WE take the following extracts of the Report pf the 

"Farmers Club," from the columns of The New York 

Tribuke, Which will be found of great interest to our 

readers. 

Lupine.—Samuel Carpenter, Ocean Co., N. J., in

quires if he can grow lupine as a fertilizer for sandy 

land. 

It is so used extensively in Europe, particular in Por

tugal. Its growth is rapid, and like clover, it draws 

alkali from the subsoil. It is considered admirably 

adapted'for enriching sandy soils. It Is a leguminous 

plant, fibrous-rooted, perennial. It is riot as good, as 

Clover for hay, and for some reason has. been but little 

grown in'this country 

Insects from Wisconsin.—C. H. Greenman, Rock' Co., 

Wis.. " I send a piece of limb of soft maple, covered on 

the under side with what we call bark lice. All the 

liriibs on'the trees are in the' same way, and the! trees 

are failing. What can we do to rid the trees Of this pest 

which is new to us ? W e are all interested in this 

prairie country, where thousands of these trees are 

planted yearly. The Iona and Israella Grape vines are 

all dead, as far as I can learn, in this section. Mine, 

three years planted, are dead, root and all Delaware, 

Concord, Roger's Hybrid No. 9 and 13, are all right: 

Hartford, Allen's Hybrid, and most other sorts are more 

or less injured." 

Dr. Trimble—Tnis is one of the multitude of bark 

lice which affect various trees, but do not destroy them. 

W e 6ee them here very common some years, and the 

next year none. This cottony substance which you see 

attached to the limbs contains the eggs. 

Insects im Salt.—Dr. Trimble exhibited a specimen of 

salt, infested with insects which breed in that substance. 

This he did to show that salt is not destructive to all 

animal life. 
The Rose Slug, which is very destructive to rose 

bushes in.some localities, Dr. Trimble, says, is easily 

got rid of by jarring the bushes in the same way fecoin-

mended for ridding plum trees of curculio. Spread a 

newspaper upon the ground, bend the bush over it and 

strike it with a stout cane several smart raps. He' has 

thus gathered them by thousands. 
Hedges—Osage Winter-killed.— Daniel F. Rogers, La 

Salle, La Salle Co., HI,, writing about the effect of the 

cold of last winter upon trees in that section, says: 

" Solon Robinson's declarations about Osage orange 

being subject to Winterkill, have been nearly fully ver

ified; the past winter has injured it so severely that 

the faith of the most sanguine of its friends is badly 

shaken. Some old hedges are coming out slowly and 

feebly, some are spro,nting well in spots, and look 

doubtful as fences, and some few are coming evenly. 

To what extent they are destroyed, we cannot tell cer

tainly; but one thing is certain, the past winter has 

Bpoiled a good many fine Osage hedges." 

Tree Shelter Needed—Mr. Rogers says: ,",The past 

winter has been the most -destructive to trees, plants, 

shrubs &c, of any for ten years just past, in this part of 

Illinois. Strawberries are almost universally killed, 
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unless protected from the winds by trees or buildings 

mulching/" The.re is no further argument necessary 

to show the advantage of tree shelter upon the prairie. 

The sooner people there realize ithe necessity of plant

ing trees the better it will be for, their, interest, 

QuackiGrass.—Dr. James Johnsoh, Greenwich, Wash

ington Co., N. Y.: " I find my farm covered with quack 

grass- I have tried faithfully to uproot this species of 

quackery, but like its congener, the more I disturb It 

the more it grows. Can the Farmers' Club inform me 

how I can readily exterminate the foul weed, or, what 

is better, how it may be utilized ?'' 

John G. Bergen said the only way to get rid of quack 

grosss. was by thorough , and frequent cultivation. 

Several other members, however, declared that it could 

be thoroughly subdued by sowing the land with buck

wheat two or three times a year and plowing the green 

crop. 
The Whole System of Favming—Iu Butch.—Peter 

Brennersholtz, Tidioute, Warren C,p., Penn., who is 

most evidently ̂ Pennsylvania Dutchman, gives.us the 

whole secret of success; in farming in very few. words, 

which, if not exactly the, best of .English, are very.forc-

fole language. He says: "I am a Chpnnan, be33years 

heer in America, has been piket out of mopr as 200 

farmer, for makes a poor farm rich. So I do et I get 

them for the half rent, in six year I has them rich. 

Dear farmer in America, if you has 50 acre, clear land, 

pigs, 8 cow, and a yok of oxen, plant 8 acre uf corn, 4 

acre potatos, % acre weat Spring or Winter. If the 

ground is strong, 4 acre pats, 4 acre clpver; makes all 

your clear land in 12 lot, 4 acre a lot. Tak you cattel 

in.the.morning about 7 o'clock on the paster, an 11 or 

12 thek them in stable; tak a good w.eelhare fall of clp̂  

ver hpm and feed your 8 cow with, so your cow rest 19 

oure, giv more milk andblantyminur; your clover,field 

seedet on the first of October with thimothe gras seed; 

only harre them necks, year; you potatos fild minuret 

good and put corn in your althest gras land plowed to 

and corn in your .pastor, cornt land put, potatos. in, 

neckst.year, after oats. If you has no paster outsid, 

thakjyour oldest gras fild, pasteret, in 4 lot, so you has 

12 lot, 8 acre corn to 2 lot, I weathin pu thear minuret 

corn, 1 lot oats,,Hot clover, 1 paster, 6 lot for hay. 

Feed your cow in winter time ich day 2 pail ful slops 

from potatos and com meal; in 6 year you be well of 

man, you cattle is rich, your land is rich, and you be 

rich., You can makes, potatos in oats stoppl, and oats 

in the poster corn-fild makes, .your- cattle a good beth 

everry day with straw or Jives if you has no straw.; be 

careful as you loos no urine from your: cattle, themis 

the best minure." If any of our readers cannot under

stand and do not appreciate the forcible language of 

this sensible old German, wc pity their ignorance. W e 

have given it in, his own words, because tthey are more 

forcible than any that we, could substitute. 

Coal-Tar as a Disinfectant.—J. H. Tompkins, Mich, 

urges, upon the attention of all persons the importance 

and value of coal-tar as a disinfectant. A small quan

tity, added to the, contends of a priyy renders it so in

odorous that it may be emptied and mixed with soil 

and formed into a valuable guano. 
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The Great Implement Trial. 

THE implement trial under the auspices of the New 

York State Agricultural Society; commenced at Auburn 

N. Y., on the 10th inst., and will result in a grand con

test between our principal Mowing and Reaping 

Machines. The weather so far, has been very favorable, 

but the attendance of farmers has not been large. 

The grounds are open to visitors. Below, we give the 
list of entries, and next month shall give a,full account 

of the result of the trial. 

ENTRIES Or REAPING MACHINES. 

Adriance, Piatt & Co., Poughkeepsie, N. Y.—1. No. 

1. Buckeye Mower and Reaper. ' •' ' ' 

American Agricultural Works, 640 Broadway, New-

York.—1. Columbian Combined Mowing Machine"; 

with hand-and Self-Raker. < 

Aultman, Miller & Co., Akron, Ohio.—1. Buckeye 

Reaper and Mower. 2. do. do. as Self-Raker. 

Bradley & Son, C. C, Syracuse, N. Y.—1. Syracuse 

Self-Raking Reaper. 
Brinkerhoff. C. R., Rochester.—1. Reaping Machine. 

Bederer, N. A., Greene.—1. Reaper—self-raker. 

Dodge & Stevenson Manufacturing Co., Auburn, 

N. Y.—1. Combined Mower and Reaper—Hand-Raker. 

2. Patent Combined Reaper, with wooden frame, for 

use as self-raker or hand raker. 3. Dodge's Patent 

Combined Reaper, with iron frame, for use as self-rSker 

or hand-raker. 

Halliday, W . H., Auburn.—1.' Marsh's Combined 

Machine—Self-Raker. 2. American Mower. 

Herringtbn, E. F., Rondout, N. Y.—1. Combined 

Eagle Mower and Reaper. 

Hull',' Stephen, &Co., Poughkeepsie, N. Y.—Com

bined Mower and Reaper—self-raker. 

Osborne <fe Co., D. M., Auburn, N. T.—1. Kirby 
Reaper—Hand Raker. No. 2. 2. Combined Mower and 

Reaper—Hand-Raker No. 3. 8. Combined Mower and 

Reaper—Self-Raker. No. 4. 4. Combined Mower and 

Reaper, with Hand and Self-Raker, No. 5. 

SeymoUr & Morgan, Brockport, N. Y. 1. Self-Rak

ing Reaper and Mower. • 

Williams, Wallace <fc Co., Syracuse N. Y — 1 . Hub

bard's Combined Reaper and Mower, with Syracuse 

Self-Raker, No. 1. 2. Hubbard's Combined Reaper 

and Mower, with Syracuse Self-Raker,' No. 2. 

Wheeler', C. Jr., Auburn, N. Y.—1. Cayuga Chief 

Harvester—Self Raking Attachment. 2. Cayuga Chief 

Harvester—Dropping Attachment. 8. One Mower. 

4. do. 5. do. 6. do. Wood Walter A., Hoosick 

Falls, N. Y.—1. Combined Mower and Reaper—hand 

raker. 2. Sell'Raklng Reaper (chain rake.) 3. Com

bined Self-Raking Reaper and Mower. 4.! Self-Raking 

Reaper, (sweep rake.) 5. Combined Self-Raking 

Reaper and Mower, (sweep rake.) 

ENTRIES Or MOWING MACHINES. 

Adriance, Piatt & Co., Poughkeepsie,—1. Buckeye 

Mower, No. 2. 

Allen, R. L., New York. 1. One Horse Pony Clipper 

Mower. ' '' 

American Agricultural Works, New York.—1. Col

ombian Mowing Machine. " 

Bradley & Son, Syracuse.—1. Hubbard Mower. 

DodgV & Stevenson Manufacturing CO., Auburn. 

1. Dodge's Patent No. 2. Iron Mower—Ohio and Buck

eye Patent's combined. 

Dow & Fowler, Fowlerville, N. Y.—1. Yankee 

Mower. 

Dutton, R., Brooklyn.—1. One Horse Gleaner Mower. 

Herrington, E. F., Rondout—1. Two Horse Eagle 

Mower. 

Osborne & Co., D, M., Auburn.—1. Kirby Clipper 

Mower. 2. Kirby Larger Mower. 3. Single Horse 

Mower. 

Peekskill Manufacturing Co., Peekskill,—1. Dutton's 

Clipper Mower. 

Rhode Island Clipper Mowing Co., Newport, R. I. 

— 1 . Dutton's Two-Horse Harvest Clipper Mower. 

Wheeler, S. G., Auburn.—1. Cayuga Chief Mower. 

Wilbur, J. D.,, Poughkeepsie.—1. Eureka Mower for 

two horses,,: 2. do. do. large size. 

Wood Walter,. .A.,, Hopsick Falls,—1. Twp Horse 

Grass Mower. 

ENTRIES OF HORSE POWER, THRESHERS, 4C. 

Dow <fc Fowler, Fowlerville.—Lever Horse Power 

and Separator Threshing Machine. 

Emery & Sons, Horace L., Albany.—Endless Chain 

Horse-Power. Combined Thresher and Cleaner. 

Harder, R. & M., Cobleskill.—Endless Chain Horse 

Power. Combined Thresher and Cleaner. 

Wheeler, Melick & Co., Albany.—Endless Chain 

Horse Power. Combined Thresher and Winnower. 

ENTRIES OE OTHER MACHINES. 

Berber, Sheldon & Co., Auburn.—Sulkey HprseRake. 

Barnard, A. B., West Fitchburg, Mass.—Bay State 

Horse Rake. 

Jones, & Bpstwick, Ithaca.—Horse Rake. 

Sprout, A. B., Muncy, Lycoming Co., Penn.—Patent 

Steel Tooth Horse Rake. 

Whitney, S. B., Cc-xsackie.—Revolving Wheel Horse 

Rake. 

Craven Tedder Co., New York.—Hay Tedding Ma

chine. 

Herring, Silas C, New York.—Hay Tedding Machine. 

Chapman, Hawley & Co., Utica, Hay and Straw Forks. 

Niies & Glllett, Little York, Cortland Co.—Apparatus 

for loading, hay. 

Sprout, A. B., Muncy, Penn.—Hay Fork for Unload

ing Hay, and Knife for cutting Hay in the Mow. 

Prput, G. W.,: Ashland, Greene Co.—Apparatus {or 

Unloading, Hay. 
Tracy, W . N., Vermont.—Warner's Wheel Horse 

Rake. 

Wheeler, Melick & Co., Walker's Improved Horse 

Hay Fork. 

Draper, A., 53 Nassau St., New York.—Excelsior 

Wheat Cleaning Machine. 

Ives & Bostwick, Ithaca.—Sharp's Independent Steal 

Tooth Wheel Horse Rako. 

Prout, S. E., Muncy, Pa.-^Sprout's Steel Tooth 

Horse Rake. 

Carver, P. S., Honeoye Falls.—Carver's Improved 

One Handle Horse Rake. 
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finkston, D., Leroy.—Horse Hay Fork. 
Ve are looking forward to the "report of thecommit-
3 on this trial, for the most important results. It 
1 continue until' every implement and machine is 
iperly tested; which will1 probably occupy two or 
ee weeks. It embraces reapers, riiowers, horse 
irers, horse rakes, >hay • tedders, hay presses, cutting 
chines, <fec, and Will, be the, most important trial 
•x ntaote, and from-the high character of the judgeb, 
1 those in charge, will be the most thorough, eom-
te, and satisfactory trial, yet held in this or, any 
ler country. 

Inquiries and Answers. 

HESSRS. Ens.:—Does the .young or old swarm, leave 
ihive ? a"" Of what do they make their comb ? 6 H o w 
e may the cap be emptied, or will it do to leave it 
' all winter ? c 
Inswer—« The bid and young come out promiscu-
sly. 6 They make it of the honey. It requires 
out 15 to 20 pounds of hojtey to make 1 lb., of comb. 
The cap may be taken off any time. But enough 
ney should be left in the brooding department to 
•nish food for the winter, say from 30 to 60 pounds. 
HESSRS. EDS.:—I want to know the best method of 
iking a refrigerator. I have lately heard, that there 
i patent on one kind, which produces a current of 
Id air, and does" not moisten whatever is set.into-it. 
bought this would be an excellent kind in which to 
; milk, where butter is .the' object, I should like a 
le information on'this subject; if not too much 
inble to. put it in T H E F A R M E R . — / . S. B. 
EDS. FARMER :—Will" some of your readers, through 
^columns of T H E F A H M E R , or otherwise, give me 
ne information on the. culture and training of a 
istaria, on the side of a building—W'.'-A. M., Massy 
MESSRS. EDS.!—We have four twenty-year old apple 
ies of the Paradise sort. They never bore Worth 
rationing. What is the best we cando with them? 
ey received very little manUre if any. They stand 
good limestone land,—67. B., Pa. y 
Jive a few more particulars in regard, to the trees. 
ite the varieties, & c . — E D S . Literary Notices, &c. 

;EET'B MUSEUM. ' 
The fifty-second volume of thte Magazine commences 
th the July nuinber. All n e w subscribers commenc-
; with this month, will receive a finesteel engraving 
Lieut.-General Grant. Price $1. 50 per year. E. 
Fales, Publisher, 1721 William Street'; N o w York. 

TBUST: or Dr. Bcrtrand's Household. t By Amanda M. 
touglass. Boston: Lee' & Shepard. For sale, by Darrow & 
Iro., of .this city. Price, *1.Y5. , 
This is one of the most beautiful and touching stories 
ha^e ever, read, and, one, which, flW and ypung. can 
id.with pleasure and profit. The noble and christian 
u-acter of young Dr. Bertrand, together with the 
sctionate trust of his elder sister, and-the wild .and 
ikless life of his eldest brother, are pictures drawn 
m life. This book will lead the reader to higher 
i nobler ideas of thednties of this life, and shows the 
fey of self-eaeriflciug our o w n inclinations, for the 

aefit of those around us. 

EVERY SATURDAY. 

A journal of choice reading, selectee! from foreign 
current literature, by Tickrior & Fields, Boston. Price 
10 cents eachnumber. Full of valuable reading matter. 

MERRYMAN'S MONTHLY. ' 
With the August No. oi Merryman's Monthly will be 

given a large colored Pictorial Prize Puzzle, the greatest 
puzzle novelty that has ever appeared. It is full of 
capital reading matter and' illustrations, contains 
nothing objectionable, and is a great favorite with the 
ladies. 15 cents a copy, sold by , all dealers. Three 
different sariiptes, post-paid, 30Tcerits. J. C. Haney & 
Co., 109 Nassau St., New York. 

Agricultural Exhibitions for 1866. 

State Fairs. 
Ami PomologtciU So'y.St. Louis.: '..Sept. 4-1 
California, Sacramento Sept. 10-15 
Canada West..' Toronto, Sept. 24-27 
Illinois, i,..; Chicago..' , Sept. 26-28 
Indiana .._ ..Indianapolis .....Oct. 1-6 
Iowa.\ ' '.Burlington V '.'..' Sept 18 

.,;,Paris Oot. 1-6 
Lawrence 

Minnesota Rochester-.,...,..,, , Sept, 11-14 
Michigan Lansing.'.' .' '. Sept. 12-14' 
Missouri. 
National Horse Fair,...Kalamazoo., Oct. 2-6 
New England Brattlcborb ; ' Sept. 4-7 
New Hampshire.......Manchester ... L Sept. 18-211 
New York. ....Saratoga Sept. 11-14 
Ohio '. Daytofi'....... .Sept. 25-29 
Oregon...;:...,....,.. Salem Oo,t,.17-20 
Pennsylvania Easton Sept. 2S-2S 
Wisconsin .Janosvflle- Sept. 26-'J8 
Vermont Brattleboro Sept. 11-14. 
County Fairs. 
NEW YORK. 
Albany Albany ! , Sept. 25-28 
Cattaraugus Wean"'!1:.' .'.'.'*.....-.' Sept. 18-20 

j,,.., Bopt. 18-20 
.}. Sept. 19-20 
'.;.V..- Sept. 18-20. 

Sept. 26-27 
Sept. 18-20" 
Sept. 25-27 I 

Oct. 2-4 
Tompkins! Trumansburg Sept. 19-21 
CANADA.' 

Cattaraugus 
Chenango N^rw}ch., 
Genesee Batavia .. 
JeftersOn :.'.' 
LlvingBton Gencseo.. 
Monroe Rocbester 
St. Lawrence Cantor. 
Seneca Waterloo 

P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
Northampton Nazareth .Oct. 2-6 
OHIO. 
Champaign .Urbana. ,i. .,„- '..:•., Sopt.. 26-28 
Columbiana New Lisbop'. Sept. 26-28 
WISCONSIN. 
Brown Green.Bay Sept. 26-27 
LafaVeW ; ...;..'. Darlington .... Sept. 27-29 
PqljJ',f ,....,.,.. .Osceola.,, ,,, Sept. 18-19 
ILLINOIS. 
DeKalb Sept. 17-20 
Jackson Sep'-18-20 
Cass Virginia, '.«..' Sept. 4-6 
Ogle Oregon Sept. 18-20 
Pooria>;-i!„.'., i .Peoria Sept. 19-21 
•'» •'*• ' MICHIGAN. 
Clinton, St. Johns Sept. 27-28 
Jackson Jackson.., ; Sept. 20-28 
Washtenaw Ann Arbor., Oct 3-0 
, i-1 VERMONT, 
Caledonia St. Jolmsbury Sept. 18-20 
IOWA., 
Cerro Gordo Mason Sept. 20-21 
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N I T R O - G : L T : C E R I N E — W H A T is I T ?—This is the ques
tion asked so often, since this terrific explosive sub

stance came into use. F r o m fats or animal a n d Te£?" 
table oils, the chemist easily forms glyc.erjne, so called 
from its sweetness, from the Greek word for.sweet. By 

the, action of a mixture of nitric and, sulphuric acid on 
glycerine, the chemist by a careful process evolves the 
heavy oily substance named nitro-glycerine. Glycerine 
is composed of carbon 39, hydrogen, 8.7, and oxygen, 
52.3,' in.one hundred.' Nitro-glycerine isjcomposed of 
carbon 24, hydrogen 4, oxygen 53.3, and nitrogen 4.7 
in a hundred, the nitrogen being obtained from the 

nitric acid.—C. D. 

H O P I N T E L L I G E N C E . — The Kentish (Eng.) Gazette, of 
June 26th, has the following: 
" A week of lovely weather has wrought a great 

change in the appearance of the, hop field m East Kent, 
and indeed all over this district of country. Refresh
ing rains and strong sunshine have alternated; and 
the bine in many places where before it was drooping 
and backward, now shows unmistakeable symptoms 
of making rapid progress. The storm of Thursday did 
good service in clearing some of the hop grounds from 
vermin, and although very many complaints on this 
score have been made to us privately as well as in the 
market on Saturday, certainly there is less cause for 
alarm on this point than there was a fortnight ago. 
Some extensive growers seem to think that the vines 
will not reach the top of the poles ; and pole changing 
is going on upon some plantations. Certainly the 
backward weather we have lately had, and the appear
ance of many of the vines would warrant such a con
clusion being arrived at; but we see no reason for 
apprehension as to the ultimate yield. In the Maid
stone district the plantations are doing well, and the 
vine is making rapid progress. From the Weald of 
Kent and from Sussex there are complaints of vermin. 
The general tone of all the reports since our last no
tice is much more cheering; and the present lovely 
weather will do much to carry forward the improve
ment. " , , 

THE AMERICAN BEE GAZETTE. 

We have received the first number of this monthly, 
which is devoted to the culture of Bees. It should be 
in the hands of all bee keepers. Price $1.00, published 
by E. Van Slyke, N e w York. 

ERRATUM.— In No. 5, of article, " How we Farm it in 
the Genesee Country," read bays 'instead of bags, as 
printed on page 206 and 207. 

THE MARKETS. 
ROOHESTEB, Jnly 24,1866. 

FLOUR—White wheat, $14®$15.50. JBed, »12.75®18.50. Ex
tra State, $S.60@$9. 
GRAIN—White wheat, 250®275o. Eed, 200®22Be. Corn, 85c. 

@90c. Barley, 65@90c. Oats, 65c®70. Rye, 85©90c 
PROVISIONS—Mess pork, $88.00®$84.00. Lard, 22©2Sc. But

ter, 25@80e. Eggs, 25c. Chickens, 20@22c. Cheese, 16@22c 
Potatoes, 75®1.25. 
WOOL—50@55o. 
IIOPS-«@65c. 

N E W YORK, July 28 
FLOUR—Market for State and "Western flour Is dull and 

10@20c lower., Superfine State, $5.60®$7.4O; Extra State, $6.75 
@$8.10; choice State, $8.15@$9.65j Superfine Western, $5.60® 
$7.40; common to medium extra Western, $6.S5®$8.55. Com-' 
mon to good shipping brands extra round hoop Ohio,$$.10®9,£0 
Canadian flour $8.S0@$9.75 for common, arid $9.80@$12.25 

for good to choice extra. Rye flour, $6®$6.90, 
GRAIN—The wheat market is very dull and nominally lower. 

New No. 1 Milwaukee, 197®200c. Rye heavy and decluurig. 
Milwaukee at 90c. Corn—-for unsound-new Western mixed, 88c; 
and SSX@84J^o for sound do, and 90c for Western yellow. Oats. 
4S@4S.ijjc for Chicago and 78 for 'State. - •" 
HOPS—Quiet and firm at 45®55c for; American, and 55@72c 

for foreign. 
PROVISIONS—The 'market for ipork is heavy and prices 

easier. $81.43@$31.62 for new mess ; $29.75@$80 for, old mess, 
and $26.75@$87.50 for prime. • Cut meats are firm, at 14@16&C 
for shoulders, and 17@20c for hams. Lard dull and heavy—18@ 
20Xc Butter quiet—salea at 20@88c for Ohio, and 27@40o for 
State, Cheese dull at 6®19c for common to prime, 
CHICAGO, July 21. 
FLOUR—Extra, $9@o-50. 
GEAIN—Wheat, 148@144c for No. l,and91@S8b for No. 9. 

Corn, 56@57c. Oats, 28@29Xc. 
BUTI-AIO, July 24 

FLOUR—Extra State. $9.75. 
GRAIN—No. 1 Milwaukee spring,, J80@185c Corn, 60@69t 

Oats, S9@45c. Barley, 110@125a Rye, 75@80c. Beans, r25@ 
176c. • , -
PROVISIONS—Mess pork $82®$88. Lard. 21®22c Bacon, 

22Xc.' Shoulders, 15@15&c • Cheese, 19>,s@20. 
BRIGHTON MARKET, July 28. 
B E E F CATTLE—Extra, $18.75@1450; first quality, $12.25® 

$13.50; second quality, $11.50®$12; third quality, $10.76®$11.50 , 
$ 100 lbs. 
HIDES—Country, 8>£@9c m ft. 
TALLOW-^S@9Xo $Tb, 
L A M B SKINS—50@75c, 
S H E A R E D SHEEP SKlNS—80®B7X, calf. 
CALF SKINS-25c f ft, ̂ _^_ 

Special Notices. 
THE SEWING -OF THE' FUTURE.—The days of hand-sewing are 
numbered.. The, Sewing Machine, in a wonderfully short space 
ot time, considering the magnitude of the change, and the num
ber of interests involved, has won its way to: a foremost position 
among the recognized forces of the social and material world, 
and, will very soon", have as, entirely displaced hand-sewing, as 
railroads have driven out the stage coaches of fifty years ago. 
.Only a short time ago hand-sewing was still hold by many to De 
superior to machine, sowing,, and certain kinds of cloth|ng wore 
sometimes advertised as possessing superior claims to public 
favor, because executed ontirely by hand; but wo never hear' 
this how. " • i M 
A good Sewing Machine is expected to last a life-time, and It 

is moBt important ,in making the purchase that the right kind 
should he selected, and additional trouble and exp.-mso thereby 
saved. I' 
The best maohlnes are those which use two threads to form 

the seam, and of these the Grover-& Baker machine deservedly 
occupies the foremost rank, "on account of its firm and elastic 
stitch, Its simplicity of construction, and its superior adaptabili
ty to all kinds of family'sewing. The strength and durability 
of the work done by the Grover & Baker machine have materi
ally helped to inspire tho confidence which the public feel In the 
work of all good sewing machines,, Ladies now everywhere pre
fer to have their sewing exeoutcd, by machine, provided it Js 
properly done, and especially if doiie by the Grover & Bate machine—Independent. , 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
R A T E S OP ADVERTISING—$2.50 per square, .or 25 cents a line per 
month; one column, oach Insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver
tisements and cuts inserted at the same rates. Speoial notices* 
50 oents a line. >' " . -» 
DfJRAND'S SEEDLING STRAWBEKRY.I 

A N E W V A R I E T Y possessing all the requisites of Apsrfeet 
market and-famiby strawberry. Superior to any now in , 

existence.' Circulars, wlthfull description, price of plants, and a 
general list of nursery stock; mailed to all.applicants. . > . 

Address, FRANCIS BRILL, 
an-lt ' ' Newark,' N. J. 

WOODCHUCKS! MITSKRATS! 
F O X E S and M I N K I How to catch them— a »ew and «tr« 

method. Sent free by mall for $1. AddrcBB, A. B. WHITE, 
Thompsonville, Hartford county, Conn. 
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PERUVIAN GUANO SURSTITUTE. 

B A T J G H ' S 

AW BONE SUPERPHOSPHATE OF LIME, 
F o r all C r o p s a n d I»laia.ts. 

[SBCUSED BY COPYRIGHT.] 

MKRK^v 

BAUGH AND SONS, 
'atentee and Sole Manufacturera, Philadelphia. 

In constant and successful use throughout the Atlantic States 
ir twelve years past. Recommended by some of the'most 
ractical agriculturists in the country. A single trial will con-
ince any farmer of its valne. 

Sold in all the principal towns In the country. 

BAUGH, BBOTHEBS, & CO., 
General Wholesale Agents, 

181 Pearl St., New York. 
JUST PUBLISHED. 

How to Maintain the Fertility of American Parms 
and Plantations." 

hirteenth Edition. Eighty-four pages. Mailed free of charge 
pon application. au-2t 

OMETHINGNEW, AND SOMETHING WORTH 
KNOWING. 
MANUAL OF GRAPE CULTURE. 

HOW TO RAISE VINES. 

1OME time ago we paid a visit to our friend, J. H. FOSTER, 
3 Jr., of Pomonas" H o m e Nurseries, West Newton, West-
loreland county, Pa, Mr. F. has nearly four acres of vines 
yered the present season, consisting In the main of Concord, 
ith some Hartford, Diana, Taylor, Clinton, Northern Muscadine, 
nd half an acre of Delawares, from which w e judge he will bo 
>le to produce from 80,009 to 50,000 No. 1 plants. The process 
•hich fie employs le peculiar, having been developed through 
ears of experience and experimenting by him. Strawberry 
ropagating plantations were In fine, thrifty condition. H e has 
nmense beds of all tho leading varieties, especially of A S E I -
[TLTUBIST and J U C U N D A , or K N O X ' S S E V E N H U N D E E D . 

W e were shown the cuts. Just received from the engraver, for 
luatrating his new Manual of Grape Culture and Annual Cata-
igue, which w e advise our readers who are Interested in such 
tatters, to procure, as It will give a clear Idea of training and 

Mr. F., is one of our most thorough and reliable small fruit 
rowers, and wo feel confident that parties entrusting orders to 
Is care will not regret it.—Daily Dispatch, Pittsburgh, Pa., 

366.., 

Tor further particulars see article in this number of T H E 

.HEBICAJT F A R M E R . 

Manual and Catalogue sent free. Price list in September No. 

f T H E FABMEB. 

What my customers and our local press say of my reliability. 
ee Catalogue. 

H o w to Trade.—See Catalogue. 

H o w to Plant.—See Catalogue. 

Where to Buy.—See Catalogue. 

B 9 " Sent FEEE. W e don't sell it. Selling catalogues which 

re only Interesting to the grower who issues them—is generally 

Bell , »u-lt 

K N I T S A S T O C K I N G S U B S T A N T I A L L Y C O M P L E T E . — 
it sets up its own work, knits the heel into the stocking aud 
narrows off the toe, leaving only a small opening at the heel, 
and no hand-knitting. It knitB any size, without removing 
needles, from two loops, forming a cord, up to its full capacity; 
widens and narrows by varying the number of loops, and knits 
the Wide Single Flat Web, the Double Flat Web, the Plain 
Bibbed Flat Web, and the Fancy Eibbed Flat Web, with sel
vedges. 

NO OTHER MAOBINE /AT TBE WORLD CAST DO ANY 
OP TBESE TBINOS: 

It Knits Shawls, Hoods, Nubias, Sacks, Breakfast Capes', Jack
ets, Shirts, Undershirts, Drawers, Children's Cloaks, Boy's 
Suits, Comforts, Smoking and Skating Caps, Snow Shoes, Leg-
gins,, Affghans, Cravats, Suspenders, Purses, Tidies, Gloves, Mit
tens, &c, &c. Knits a Yard of Plain Work in TEN M I N U T E S : 
a pair of socks complete In half an hour. For Families, Wool 
Growers, Manufacturers, Merchants, &c, it, is the most money 
making and labor-saving invention of the age. 

IT IS SIMPLE, DURABLE, AND EASILY OPERATED. 
The Sewing Machine is confined to sewing together parts of 

fabrics. The Knitting Machine actually Manufactures the fab
rics and fashions them into garments. Its owner thus pockets 
A L L T H E PROFITS. W o m e n are earning from $15 to $25 per week 
knitting Hosiery and Staple and Fancy Worsted articles. The 
Farmer doubles the value of his wool by converting it into knit 
goods. His girls or boys prepare it for tho market without ex
pense. From 100 to 150 per cent profit on every article produced 
by it Highest Premium Gold Medals awarded it at thelate Fair 
of the American Institute, N e w York, T H E EXHIBITION O F T H E 
MASSACHUSETTS CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION, BOSTON—THE HIGHEST 
PBEMIUM AT EVEEY STATE AND COUNTY FAIR Where it haS been 
exhibited, ECLIPSING A L L O T H E R MACHINES. 

Detroit, Michigan, 158 Jefferson avenue. 
S. B. Chicago office, 79 Washington street. 
St. Louis, Mo., 24 North Fifth street. 
Davenport, Iowa, 24 North Brady street. 
65^"Send for Circular, enclosing stamp. 

LAMB KNITTING MACHINE MANUFACTURING CO., 
au-tf EOCHESTEB, N. Y. 

B E W A R E ! — T h e newspapers are crammed with adver
tisements, and the mail with circulars of scamps and 

rogues who resort to most plausible and ingenious dodges to 
defraud the public. Imposition often lurks whore least suspect
ed, and every one would do well to read the new edition of 
R O G U E S A N D ROGUERIES, tho most interesting and instructive 
book ever issued, exposing all swindles and humbugs. 124 pages, 
illustrated, only T W E N T Y - F I V E C E N T S . Sent post-paid by J. 
C. H A N E Y & CO., 109 Nassau street, N e w York. Also— 

SECRETS "WORTH KNOWING.—Valuable Re. 
ceipts on various subjects, very few of which aro to be had 

elsewhere. Receipts for all kinds of patent mqdiolnes, per
fumery, toilet articles, soaps, wines, cordials, delicious beveragCB, 
candies of all kinds, and innumerable articles in universal de
mand. It is an excellent work for druggists, storekeepers and 
others, who desire to manufacture popular and saleable articles 
whiehinv'o an extremely liberal -profit. Every one will find it 
useful for reference. T W E N T Y - F I V E CENTS. 

C O m i O I.IFE AND ADVENTURES OF 
, J E F F . DAVIS.—A little book whichhas had an im

mense sale. Contains some forty Illustrations—some full page. 
TEN CENTS. 
OAROTIE, T H E CHEOLE SPY.—Ono of the best 

stories of thrilling and fascinating adventure ever .issued. 
OontolnS as" much matter by aotual measurement »s an ordinary < 
twen'tf-Bve cent novel. Illustrated with numerous engravings. ' 
10 cents. 

H A N D B O O K OF VENTRILOQUISM. - So 
plain and simple that any ono can acquire the art. Also 

tells how to make the Magic Whistle for Imitating birds, ani
mals, &o. F I F T E E N C E NTS. 

M E R R Y M A N ' 8 M O N T H I V for AUGUST—con
tains a novelty in the way of a Prize Puzzle, which no one 

should fail to see. It is the best puzzle that has ever appeared, 
and Greenback prizes are offered for solution. Bent three months 
«r T H I R T Y - F I V E CENTS. Samples, F I F T E E N CENTS. 
Sold by fOlnewB dealers.. au-tf 
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BOOKS FOR FARMERS. 

For Sale at the Office ol'tbe American Farmer, 

Allen's Farm- Book , .;-..". $1.50. 
Allen's Rural Architecture ,,\J,'.;̂  1.50 
Bridgman'sFfhit Manual..... , .̂•;'....- -
Bridgman's Y o u n g Gardener's'Assistant 
Brown's Field Book of Manures :.̂  ,,.., .; 1.50 
Buist's Kitchen Gardener. .. ...'.ton.'.V. 1.00 
Burr's Garden,Vegetables '..;-.. #«&".>A.,. 2.50 
CanaryVIBirds, Manual for Bird Keepers.... ....<>. r.'«S.«...', 50 
Coles' American Fruit Book ,...'..:. *y,. .^.v. 75 
Dadd's Horse Ddctar , •'•..'-. .i.'. 1.50 
Dadd's Cattle Doctor ,.. 1.50 
Danas Muck Manual........'..-.;,. 1.00 
Downing's Fruits and Fruit Trees of America..: 8.00 
Downing'6 Cottage Architecture .]. 8.00 
Darlington's American Weeds and Useful Plants 1.75 
Everybody's Lawyer .....' 1.60 
Farmer's Every Day Book : *-. „-.', "8.00 
Farm Drainage—French :..'. '; .̂ .r.. ':'; 1.50 
Field's Pear Culture .'J.'."..:.. I.'• I-.25 
Flax Culture * -50 
Fuller's Grape Culturist i;-......:..;.,.. ......'...'....i' 1.60 
H o p Culture ...,., ......*. 40 
Gardening at the South 1.25 
Hor6e and his Diseases, by .Jennings ...........1 1.60 
JTor'se Doctor, or Complete Farrier'.' 15 
Horse Taming, by Rarey. 15 
Johnson's Elements ' 1.25 
Johnson's Agricultural Chemistry.' 1.75 
Klippart's Land Drainage , : 1.50 
Klippart's W h e a t Plant 1.50 
Langstroth on the Bee 2.00 
Manual of Agriculture, by Emerson and Flint: LOO 
Miner's Poultry Book 50 
Miss Beecher's Domestic Receipt Book 1,50 
Munn's Land Drainer...... ,, 75 
M y Farm of Edgewood 2.00 
Onion Culture ,. 25 
Our Farm of Four Acres.., 80 
Phin on Grape "Culture : 1.50 
Pardee on Strawberries ,„.... 75 
Quinby's Mystery of Bee Keeping 1.60 
Rogers' Scientific Agriculture .-.ti..... 1.00 
Sloan's Homestead Architecture, 200 engravings ... .ct,.... 4,00 
Ten Acres Enough ,,:..... 1.50 
The Practical Shepherd, by Randall 2,00 
The Farm ,.., LOO 
Tho Garden ...,....,..' 1.00 
The House ':'...... , 1.60 
Tho Bain Yard 1.00 
Tho American Rose Culturist 60 
The American Florist's Guide , ....,..,., 76 
Tobacco Culture 25 
Todd's Young Farmer's Manual 1.50 
Tucker's Annual Register j..,,...; 80 
Wet Days at Edgewood ., ..„..„ 2.00 
Woodward's Country ttumes ...... 1.50 
Woodward's Groporlea, and Horticultural Buildings. „. . 1.50 
Woodward's Grapes and Wine ; 1.50 
W a x Flowers '. ,, 2.00 
Youatt on Cattle 1.50 
Youatt on the H o g ,.,....,.,.-. ,,....-.'...,,... 1.5Q 
Youatt on the Horse, ...,....>..'.' : , 1.60 
QBE A ' ';'yJ' T~ : ":'i'-
Proclamatlon to the Fenlani, 
in the advertising columns of this number. jy-2t 

RITSS' PATENT SCISSORS SHARPENER. 
EVERY L1DV should have one. All canvassers and 

agents can make money selling (Ms useful'little article 
without intvrt'ei-ing with other business. Sample aeofhy mail tor 
60 cents. Address" W . P. Peck. 18 Gold street, N e w York; (i. w . 
Ellis, 94 Statu street, Albany; or C. S. Hall, 29 Stato street,. 
Rochester,N. Y. .:-•..•• ,1 •• . nP-&t 

T<fTHE~FENIAN RAIDERS, 
and all others who ought to plant a vine, with gritting: 

PROCLAMATION. 

47,978 persons wanted to send for m y N e w Annual Catalogue, 
just Issued, Illustrated. Scnt'free. Descriptloos,,bf all had
ing small fruits. Our n e w m o d e of producing layops,by which 
w o have layered T U R K A C K K S of leading: kinds of gT*pes. Don't 
delay, hut send immediately. 

J. H. FOSTER, JR., 
jy-2t Box COO, West Newton, Westmoreland Co., Pa, 

1HE G R E A T FAMILY SEWING MACHINE. 

E L A S T I C S T I T C H 

SEWING MACHINES, 
Are Superior to all otters for the following reasons, 
1. They sew direct from the spools, and require no rewinding 
of thread. ' 

2. They are more easily Understood arid used, and less liable to 
derangement than other machines. 

8. They are capable of executing perfectly,,without change of 
adjustment, a m u c h greater variety of work than any other 
machine. 
4 T h e stitch m a d e 'br" these machines ia m u c h more firm, 

elastic and durable, especially upon articles which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch." 
5. This stitch, owing to the manner in which the thread Is in

wrought, is m u c h tho most plump aud beautiful in use, and 
retains this plumpness and beauty even upon ar&oles frequently 
washed and ironed until they are worn out. 
6. T h e structure of tho seam Is such that, though It be out or 

broken at intervals of only a few stltohesi It will neither Open, 
run, or ravel, but remain firm and durable. 

7. Unlike,other machines, these fasten both ends of the seam 
by their o w n operat!6n. - ... 

8. "With these machines; while silk ia used upon the right or 
face side of the : seam, cotton m a y be used upon the other side 
without lessening the strength or durability of the seam. This 
can be done on no otfher machine, and is a great saving upon all 
articles stitched or m a d e up with silk. , 
9. These machines, in addition to their superior merits as 

Instruments for sewing, by a quango of adjustment, easily learned 
and practiced, execute, the most Doautiful and permanent em
broidery and ornanierital work. 

GBOVEB & BAKEB S. M. CO. 
495 Broadwayt Iftw Y<0% 

ap-tf o*,48 State St., BoobeetW, 

No. 1. WOODRUFFS No. 2. 

I M P R O V E D P O R T A B L E I 

BAR0METEK! 
Every triteHIgent farmer knows 

I the value of a good Barometer, par-
I ticularly In haying and harvest, 
I w h e n Its indications of a 'Coming 
I storm will often enable him to save 
valuable crops from damage and 

I waste, and repay m a n y times its 
I cost There is hardly a business 
I or occupation in which a Barometer 
I will not prove uBoful and profitable. 
| Since, by the invention of the 

Woodruff Instrument. 
I they are made safely portable, so 
I that a very beautiful and nicely fin-
I iBhed Barometer, correct in princi-
I pie, and pcrtVct in constructs, can I 
| be readily obtained by all at a very I 

nail cost, their use is becoming I 
| universal. 

•* It is the best Barometer for gen-
| eral use.11 

American Agriculturist. I 
"It Is really a good, practical, por- I 
| table Barometer. 

Scientific American. I 
11 The very best Barometer, and I 

I very cheap*" 
Mothor's Journal. I 

AGENTS "WANTED EVBUYWUBBB. I 
Send stamp for circulars. 
All kinds, sizes and styles of 

I Thermometers df Superior Quality I 
I and Finlsn, constantly" on hand or 
mad«* to-order.. ,. 
Address, C H A R L E S W I L D E R , 
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T H E MOTHER'S JOURNAL. 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE! 
For Mothers and the Household. 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF PER YEAR! 

AGENTS WANTED 

Iu every Church, Town and Village, to secure subscribers. Direct 

all letters to M O T H E R ' S J O U R N A L 

Feb'ytf. 498 Broadway, N e w Tort 

NEW POULTRY BOOK. 

POULTBY, EGGS, AND DOGS, POE SALE. 

THE AMERICAN POULTRY GUIDE. 

Sound in Muslin, $1.00. Paper Caver only 60 Cents 

EVEBY PERSON WHO KEEPS POTTLTEYSHOTJIJ). 
HAVE ONE. 

White Face Black Spanish, Black Eed and Pyle Game, 

Silver and Black Hamburghs, Black and Silver 

Polands, $7.00 to $10.00 per pair; 
$10.00 to $15 per trio. 

Fresh Eggs 
From any of the above—1 Doz., $3.00; 2 Doz. $5.00; 

5 Doz,, $10.00—Carefully Packed and Sent as 
directed. 

I Newfoundland Dog, I Year old, and I 
English C o a c h Dog, 15 m o n t h s old. 

The best marked Coach Dog in this country. Each $25.00. 

Address, E . A. W E N D E L L , 
ju-2t B o x 932, Albany, N. Y. 

I N 8 U B E I N T H E B E S T . 
THE UNION MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 

C O M P A N Y , Boston, Mass. Seoond to none.. N o forfeiture 
of policies. N o litigation of claims. Henry Crocker, President: 
W . H. Hollister, Secretary. 

Assets, Dee. 81,1865 $1,580,870 
Increase since December, 1864 486,007 
Losses paid to date 944,000 
Dividends 500,000 
Amount insured thereby 15,548,710 

This Company having been incorporated in 1843, is now one 

of the 

Oldest, Safest and Best, Life Insurance Companies in the 

United States! 

Tne security of its investments and the economy of its general 
management, have successfully .commended it to the confidence 
of the public, and made 

THE HISTORY OF ITS PAST ITS PP.OMISE FOR THE 
FUTURE. 
It Issues all the ordinary forms of policies, ajid has some plans 
of insuring, OEIGINAL W I T H ITSELF, to which .public attention ia 
Invited. 

%£T' Unlike others Mutual Companies, it combines in itself the 
advantages of both the stock and mutual plans, its policy holders 
thus sharing in all its profits, (which are large,) and at the same 
time rendering it impossible for the Company to assess them for 
its losses. Call before insuring elsewhere. 

Examination is Invited, 

G E O R G E N. R E Y N O L D S , General Agent, 

Office, 88 Arcade, Rochester. 
•Address—Bos 526, Post Ofllco. 

W . S. Campbell, agent Orleans County, No. 21 Burrows Block, 

(up stairs,) Albion. 

. R. E. Hill, agent, Genesee and "Wyoming Counties.' 

i William Woodbury, agent, Canandaigua, Ontario County, ap-tf 

C I D E R " W A N T E D . 
T H E SUBSCRIBER will furnish Casks and pay Cash for any 

quantity of 

3PTTRE CIDER, 

delivered at the Railroad or Canal. For further particulars, ad-

dress, H O R A C E W I L L I A M S , Agent 

Buffalo, N.Y. ™y-°t 

P R E S E R V E YOtJB ERTJIT. 

SPENOEE'S 
PATENT SELE-SEALING 

FRUIT JARS. 
THE MOST RELIABLE, 
I A. OPerfeot Success.; 

The Easiest to Open and Close. 

Will Produce the Greatest and Most 
I Perfect Vacuum, without which 
I Emit will not Keep. 
I % W Consult your Interests and buy 
f no other. Wholesale headquarters, No. 
|2»l£fchangest. 

I my-ot COLEMAN & BASHES, 

PATENT', 
ROCHESTER 

P R E M I U M : 

CHESTER WHITE PIGS 
E O R © A. L E. 

SENT BY EXPRESS TO ALL PARTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

FOR CIRCULARS AND PRICES, ADDRESS, 

If. P. BOVEE & CO, Gum Tree, Chester Co., Penn. 
Jy-tf , 

N E W P O U L T R Y B O O K . — B O U N D IN MUS
LIN— *1.00. Paper cover only FIFTY CENTS. Every 

person who keeps POULTIIY should have 

THE AMERICAN POULTRY GUIDE, 

FULL DESCRIPTION OF ALL PURE BRED POULTRY, 

The Best Fowli for Laying, the Best for Hatching, the 
Best for Market, and the Best Game for the Pit;. 

ALSO 

HOW TO TEEAT THEM FOE DISEASES, HOW TO SELECT THEM WnEN 

COMMENCING IN THE BUSINESS, H O W TO FATTEN THHM 

FOE THE MABKET, HOW TO HAVE A OOOD 

SUPPLY OF BOfiS FOE THE WINTKE, AC 

ILLUSTRATED WITH TWENTY CUTS. 

! RY E. A.. "WENUEILIXI, 

krho American Poultry Eanoier. 
ju.2t Albany, N. X. 
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O R D E R S F O R ALL AGRICULTURAL 
WOJ^KS OR BOOKS 

Will M e e t "WitH. P r o m p t .Attention, 
by addressing T H E AMERICAN F A R M E R , 

RocUester, N. Y. 

FOR ONE OR TWO SUBSCRIBERS! 

OPEN TO EVERYBODY!! 

W e are desirous of still further increasing our list of post 

offices to which THE FABMEB 1B now sent, and to this end make 

the following liberal offer;— 

For ONE SUBSCRIBER to THE FABMEB,at' $1.00, for the 

year 1S66, we will send the person who sends the, name, a copy 

of Tucker's Annual Register of Rural Affairs~for this year. 

This is» yaluable-w.ork of 144 pages, .beautifully Illustrated with 

about 130 engravings. Typographically all that could be desired, 

and the matter specially contributed to Its pages. Contains 

work for each month, with a great variely of other matter which 

is invaluable -to farmers. 

For TWO SUBSCRIBERS, at $1.00 each, we will send to the 

person who sends us the names, one of Miner's DomeeUc Poul

try Books, (2S4pages,) containing full particulars in regard to 

breeding and rearing poultry, together with full descriptions of 

the different breeds, well illustrated with over one hundred por

ts alts from life. 

The books will be sent postage, paid, on receipt of the names. 

The paper for this year will be sent to any address, In any 

State or Territory," arid we hope our friends will avail themselves 

of these liberal offers, and send us a few thousand names. This 

offer only holds good for the month of August. 

Y I C K ' S ILLUSTRATED C A T A L O G U E OF SEEDS.— 
Floral Guide for 1S66—is now published, and contains a 

lull description of the choicest floral treasures of the world, and 
the best vegetablos, with plain directions for-culture: .Illiatrated 
with a colored bouquette and fifty wood engravings, of the 'new
est and best flowers, and containing about seventy pages. Sent 
to all who apply, enclosing-Ten Cents, which is not hair the-cost. 
Flowers from seeds sold by me, obtained the first prizes at the 
principal State Fairs, and hundreds of County Fairs, the past 
summer. Address, J A M E S VICK, Rochester, N. Y. m y T H E KEDZIE FILTERf 

^ has been used many years throughout the United 
I States, and Its merit fully established asposses-
I ing every PRACTICAL and SCIENTIFIC arrangement 
I for the objects desired, namely, rendering the 
I most impure Rain, River, or Hydrant-water freo 
I from all organic matters, gases, color, taste or 
I smelL , 
I' They are portable, durable and convenient, not 
I liable to get out of order,, and caa be transported 
| any distance in safety. 

Address, 
Descriptive olrculars sent free 

KEDZIE & BTJNNEL, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Tflh-tf 
N O W IN STORE, AND READY FOR OUR CU8TOM-

ers at Rapalje's Ocnesco Seed Store Rochester, N. Y — 
150 bushels Canada Creeper (field) Peas, 
200 bushels Black Eyo Marrowfat Peas, 
200 bushols Early Washington Peas, , .;": 
100 bushels Daniel O'Kourke Peas, 
100 Early Emperor Peas, 
60 bushels Dwarf Blue Imperial Peas. 
60 bushels PWze Taker Peas. 

A L S O 

150 bushels Timothy Seed, best quality— 
25 bushels Red Top and Blue Grass. 
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Fair autumn month! the earliest of the three. 

Which following sunrise with her livid train 
Of glowing life, like a richly laden wain, 

Comes bearing in its fruits of harvest free 

From many a field. 

Athwart the hazy sky the molten clouds 

Lie loosely stretched iu sinuous folds, 

And flashing rays of sun, like bars of gold. 
Shine slanting down on tree and Bhrub, low bowed 

With promised yield. 

Upon the hills, like banners on the plain, 
The ripening corn throws out its flaunting leaves, 

While in the meadow, waving to the breeze. 

Are countless hosts of golden headed grain, 
And drooping leaves. 

Oh, Heavenly Father! may life's summer hour 
Wear on like these fair months with promise filled; 

And may its autumn, like September, yield 

A glorious harvest, which the Garner's power 
May bind in sheaves. 

Belfast, Me. 

W O R K FOR THE MONTH. 

BY the time this number reaches our readers, two-

thirds of the year will have passed, and the record 

be numbered with the events that are gone; but the 

farmer will look with satisfaction on his well-filled 

barns. Wheat, barley, oats, &c.,—all safely housed, 

and' feeling grateful to an All-wise Providence,.and 

with1 a firm trust in the promise that " seed time and 

harvest shall not fail," he Will now redouble his 

energies to get his land in first-rate order- for the 

future crops. The heat of summer is passing away, 

and how refreshing it is to sit, these September 

evenings, under one's dwif grape vine',' itnifwafefr the 

berries as they gently turn their color and1 ripen for 

the vintner. 

As we said last month, " let all work be Well done." 

The farmer who has his land well tilled, will reap 

his reward in a bountiful harvest; and now is the 

time to get the farm into the best state of cultivation 

before the fields are sowed with the crops for next, 

year. N o w is the time to s o w — 

W H E A T — w h i c h should be done from the 10th, to 

the 20th. Grass land which has been manured last 

year, and broken up this, will give the heat yield. 

This plan has been adopted by many farmers with 

favorable results. Where this has not been done, 

put a good top dressing before seeding, and harrow 

it in well: then seed and harrow again. Two inches 

is the proper depth. By drilling the seed in, a 

larger yield will be obtained than by broadcast 

sowing. 

MANURE—should be applied as a top dressing to 

grass land this month. It will protect the roots and 

give an early growth in the spring. Next summer 

or fall, it can be plowed up for the wheat crop. 

THRESHING—should be attended to as soon as you 

have leisure. Let it be thoroughly cleansed ready 

for market. By having the work properly done, 

a better price ""ill be obtained. 

MARKETS—should be watched, and the first favor-

able opportunity when the prico of wheat is up, sell 

your surplus crop. 

HINTS—will be found in the back numbers, which 

will be applicable this month, such as shelter for 

stock in winter, &c, which if not attended to, should 

be done at once. 

STONES—should be gathered from meadows, espec

ially those which are to be m o w n next year. Stumps 

and all rubbish should be removed, so as to have a 

clean surface for the mower next season. 

C O R N F O D D E K — w h e n gathered, should be placed 

where it cari have free ventilation, so as not to heat 

and become mouldy. It can easily be remedied by 

placing a few poles in the'eentre to' form a Chimney.' 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



266 THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

By this method, it will keep perfectly sweet and 

good. 

P I C K I N G FRUIT.—In orchards it is often difficult, 

if not even dangerous, to pick the apples on the end 
of branches by hand, but by a simple fruit picker, 

as represented in the accompanying cut, there will 

be no trouble. Take a pole, any desired length, and 

with a stiff piece of wire about two feet long, formed 

as shown at a, fasten to the end: then make a 

small bag, and stitch to the wire. You will have a 

very simple and effectual arrangement. The narrow 

part of the wire will cut the stalk and drop the 

apple into the bag without being damaged in the 

least. 

FAIRS—are now being held all over the country, 

and the fanner should avail himself of the opportu

nity to see and examine improved implements, and 

the stock of exhibitors, learning all he can for the 

benefit of himself and neighbors. The time will bo 
well spent, and all should contribute something 

which will help to make the fairs still more interest

ing and attractive. 

SWINE—will be grateful for a clean pen, and fresh 

straw regularly supplied. Let them have the apples 

which fall in the orchard, and with their regular 

allowance of dry food they will fatten much more 

readily. Feed them at stated intervals. Do not let 

them have to wait and squeal off their flesh; neither 

give them too much, so that they shall leave any in 

the trough. The latter will cause them to dislike 

their food, and be uneasy. 

CATTLE.—Grain should be fed to all fattening cat

tle. Cows should have a good feed night and morning 

from the soiling patch. They will also relish the tops 

from beets, cabbages, &c, from the garden. 

S U R F A C E DRAINS—should be cut in all fields not 

underdrained, especially wheat fields, so that in the 

spring the melting snow and falling rain may havo 

a free discharge. Even underdrained fields will bo 

benefited, as they often lie covered with water in the 

spring when the ground under is frozen hard, so that 

the water cannot penetrate to the drains. By sur

face ditchoB this surplus water will bo carried off, 

and the land will thaw out much sooner and the 

wheat get an earlier start in the spring. 

B E E S . — T h e honey harvest is now past, although 

a small quantity is obtained from fall flowers during 

this month; consequently robbing will frequently 

occur, unless some preventive is applied, and the 

most effectual ia ia partly closing the entrance, 

not allowing more than two or three to pass at a 

time. All stocks that have not from twenty to for

ty pounds of honey should be taken up. If the 

increase of the apiary is desired, unite two light 

stocks, giving them tho honey from both. Place 

the comb containing the honey in the hon«y cham

ber, and the bees will carry it below. Next spring 
put this nice comb in the top of your honey box, 

two inches apart. This will greatly increase the 

amount of surplus honey. 

LEAVES—should be gathered either for littering 

stables or for covering flower beds. If not wanted 

for either of these uses, put them on the manure 

heap. They are valuable and should not be over. 

looked. 

R O O T CROPS—will be benefited by thinning out to 

six inches apart, and a free use of the hoe or culti

vator in keeping down weeds. 

BUI L D I N G S . — L o o k at the barns and stables, and see 

that they are in proper repair before the storms of 

autumn come upon us. Let all cracks ho stopped 

and all holes repaired. 

H A R V E S T . — S o far as heard from, and from what 

average yield, so let us be thankful and rejoice, and 

when Thanksgiving Day comes round, let us rally 

around the tables with grateful hearts to the Giver 

of all good, as the merry reapers rejoiced around the 

last huge sheaf, at the close of harvest. 

SOMETHING NEW.—A neighbor of mine had a very 

rough cellar bottom, and did not want to go to the 

expense of the cement, so he took his coal ashes and 

mixed it with water, to the ordinary thickness of 
mortar. It does not matter how many lumps or 

stones there are. Put it on about four inches thick; 

let it lay twenty-four hours, then stamp it with a 

heavy block of wood three or four times a day, 

until it is perfectly hard. It is better than cement, 

as it will not crack or scale off.—H. 

TnE overbearing and cruel exercise of power, is 

at best a joyless and precarious safety, as short 

lived as that of some conquerors, who have died 

from a pestilence, excited by the dead bodies of the 

vanquished. 
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ADVANCE IN AGRICULTURE. 

WRITTEN FOB THE AMEEICAN FAEMEB BY O. K. BEMEMT. 

IT is generally admitted, that great progress has 

been made in this country within the last half cen

tury, in the march of agriculture. The consequence 

is, that farmers generally derive from their farms 

double and in many instances much more than dou

ble the profit they did formerly. Of course they are 

becoming rich, and the increase of wealth by agri

cultural industry is altogether unprecedented. 

Lands too, are proportionally rising in value, and 

now command in market nearly double the price 

they did a few years ago. Such facts should be 

sufficient to induce all who are treading in the old 

beaten path, to engage heartily in the work of im

provement. Excelsior should be the farmer's motto. 

It is beyond dispute, that the agricultural journals 

which for a number of years have been circulating in 

many parts of the country, have done and are stil do

ing an immense deal of good, and to them chiefly are 

attributable the great and highly beneficial improve

ments that have been made in practical agriculture. 

These journals are not in general appreciated accord

ing to their worth, not even by those who read them, 

and who are immediately benefited by them. They do 

indeed operate to great effect, yet their operation is 

not apt to be readily perceived, and of course credit 

is not given where it is due. It is, however, an un

questionable fact, wherever these journals go, there 

agriculture thrives. 

N o one can calculate the great good such a peri

odical win produce—the influence which it exerts 

oveT the farming community is immense; and ia 

gradually, though slowly revolutionizing the agri

cultural world; that is, so far as that world is 

reached by it. 

W e know some farmers who patronize an agricul

tural paper, and who carefully study it; but among 

the whole number, we know not one whose improved 

and improving practice does not plainly bespeak the 

instruction and benefit he derives from his paper. 

W e know of some whose improvement within a few 

years has been astonishing, and may be attributed 

mainly to the influence exerted over them by their 

agricultural paper. 

It is notorious that a large proportion of farmers 

are unsuccessful in their business. And why is this 

want of success ? May we not see that it is in the fact 

that they are ignorant of the great principles of their 

own business 1 And why ignorant of those great 

principles 1 Perhaps through the force of education 

they may never have been taught that it could be 

useful to them in after life, or that it could promote 

their happiness to bring Science to their labor, or, they 

may even have been taught that the more learned 

they were] the more they would be unfitted for the 

FARMER. 26? 

occupation of a farmer. Mistaken, yet too common 

education ! And in it we see tho great cause why 

the farmer does not rank higher in the grades of so

ciety, and his influence more felt in the councils of 

the nation. 

Farmers should aim at constantly improving the 

soil of their farms. They should study the existing 

defects, and endeavor as fast as circumstances will 

permit, to remedy them. If their land is too wet, 

they should drain it; if too stiff and clayey, they 

should apply loosening manures; if light and sterile, 

they should make use of green crops of clover, as 

manure with plaster ; if sour, (generally indicated by 

the growth of sorril moss or broom grass,) they should 

apply lime, or marl; and in all cases they should 

apply all the enriching manure they can possibly 

obtain, for good farming and the application of ma

nure are inseparable. They will thus, not only 

increase their capital by the increased products of 

their farms every year, but they will do it by the 

constantly augmenting value of their lands. Their 

profits will be two-fold, and in their increase mutually 

accelerate each other. 

Obstacles to Improvement.—Strange as it may 

appear to a reflecting mind, it is nevertheless true, 

that the great cause of agricultural improvement in 

which the happiness and prosperity of individuals as 

well as the national wealth, strength and resources 

are so entirely dependent, is more effectually impeded 

by a belief in a large proportion of those engaged in 

agriculture that it is not increased knowledge, but 

addition physical force which they want. W e have 

often heard it said " we already know more than we 

can practice, and wherefore should we trouble our

selves about acquiring additional knowledge 1" 

W e know that there are many farmers who believe 

that the " good old way" is best, but let the most 

incredulous of these visit a farm, which but a few 

years ago produced but nine tons of hay, and which 

now produces twenty; let him go into those well 

mellowed fields and see the corn waving in its beauty 

and ripening in its golden harvest, yielding nearly 

one hundred bushels to the acre. , 

And here, let us ask, what effect have the advances 

in agriculture for the last few years had upon the 

comfort, happiness and prosperity of man? What 

do we see 1 Better buildings for his use and accom

modation—fields better constructed, the hand of in

dustry brushing all that looks like slovenliness or 

bad farming from around his habitation and enclo

sures. Implements of modern construction, animals 

that will often vie with the best of their species— 

in fine, a regeneration brought about simply by cal

ling on his intelligence.to aid in the labor of his 

hands. The effect of all this upon our general 

prosperity as compared even now with the olden 

time and in older counties of this State, is most won-
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derful. His debts, in a measure removed, the in
cumbrances on his real estate not only paid up, but 

he is often a lender, and stands side by side with the 
professional man, not only in wealth and respecta
bility, but likewise in intelligence. 
If we would lay a firm basis on which to build np 

their minds in wisdom and knowledge, we must 
first convince them that the cause pursued by our 
forefathers and grandfathers in relation to husband

ry, is by no means the best course. 

First—convince them that in general a small farm 
is better than a large one. 
Second—convince them, that a little well tilled, is 

better than much half tilled. Convince them that 

two loads of manure are better than one, and every 
load judiciously applied, is better than a greenback 
dollar. 
Convince them that three good cows are better than 

sir poor ones, and so on of all other stock. Convince 
them that two blades of grass may easily be made to 
grow where but only one grew before. 
Convince them that experiment is the mother of 

improvement, and improvement the true source of 
wealth; and lastly, convince them of these simple 
truths, and induce them to practice accordingly, and 
the work is done. You will then bring mind and 
body to act in unison. You will elevate the husband

man to his natural sphere in the scale of existence. 
Yon will place him in the road to higher eminence. 

He will think for himself, he will be learned, he will 
be wise, he will be wealthy and influential. 

F I R E - P R O O F W A S H F O R S H I N G L E S . — T h e follow

ing simple application will no doubt prove of great 
value:—A wash, composed of lime, salt, and fine sand 
or wood ashes, put on in the ordinary way of white
washing, renders the roof fifty per cent more secure 

against taking fire from falling cinders or otherwise, 
ia case of fire in the vicinity. It pays the expenses 
a hundredfold, in preserving influence against the 

effect of the weather. The older and more weather-
beaten the shingles, the more benefit derived. Snch 

shingles generally become more or less warped, 
rough, and cracked; the applicatisn of the wash by 
wetting the upper surface, restores them at once 
to their original or first form, thereby closing np the 
space between the shingles and the lime and sand 
by filling np the cracks and pores in the shingles 
itself, prevents it from warping. — H . 

MEDICINAL herbs for family use should be saved 
just as they are coming well into bloom. Cut them 
when not wet with rain or dew, and cure them in 
the shade where there is a good circulation of air. 
W h e n sufficiently dry, pack them away in paper or 
muslin bags, with labels of the name of the plant 
sad the year of gathering. 

BEE CULTURE. 

WRITTEN FOE TUB AMEEICAN FAK1IEE, ST WtLLLAK BUBTOH. 

B E E culture is a science of progression and 
advancement. Although the science is greatly 
advanced beyond what it was fifty years ago, yet it 
is to be lamented that bee keepers are so much in 
the dark in regard to the wants and necessities of 
the honey bee. I find it to be a common error 
among bee keepers to believe that all that is neces
sary for them to do is to provide good hives for 
their bees and under such management their fortune 
is sure. Such management as that alluded to, I 
consider no management at all. Although a good 
hive is necessary and useful in its place, yet the bee 
needs to be under the careful inspection of the 
apiarian. 

Success in bee keeping depends more on the way 
and manner they are managed, than on any hive 
the inventive intellect of m a n can contrive; for 

there are certain defects connected with the history 
of the honey bee which nothing can remove but the 
hand of the apiarian. It is discouraging and lam

entable to hear the reports of bee keepers com

plaining of the unprofitableness of bees. If bees 
are unprofitable, it is because they are mismanaged, 
for they are by far the most profitable stock which 
can be kept on a farm when managed in the right 
way. Friend, talk no more of the unprofitableness 

of bees; go at bee keeping on good scientific prin
ciples, avail yourself of a knowledge of the science, 
and you will soon have no reason to complain of 
the unprofitableness of bees. The bee keeper who 
allows his bees to remain in the same hive from 
year to year, without his care or attention, is on a 

level with the farmer who puts his sheep into an 
enclosure provided with grass and hay, and tells 
them to help themselves, and then leaves them for 
a year or two without any further care or attention. 
A good apiarian can make bees highly profitable in 

any kind of a hive, the common box and straw hive 
not excepted, if he only pursues the good old maxim 
that " the hand of the diligent maketh rich." 

In the spring of the year, as soon as bees are able 
to fly, their hive should be opened and effectually 
cleaned out, and if it is an old stock, some of the 
brood comb removed, (old comb becomes filled with 
pollen, and depreciated by constant breeding in 
them, so that the capacity of the cell ia diminished) 
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every three or four years, so that the bees can have 

room to construct more in its stead, and thus pre
vent what some bee keepers call " run out." 

It m a y be advisable some years to feed bees in 
the spring, but if the apiarian has discharged his 

duty in the fall, it will be very seldom that he will 
be under the necessity of feeding his bees in the 
spring of the year. Bees are very fond of salt in 
the spring, and if they are not supplied with it by 
the apiarian, are frequently seen around pig pens 
trying to collect it. I generally m a k e it a rule to 
place salt near m y hives, so that they can have 

access to it. 
In regard to swarming, I prefer the w a y of artifi

cial increase to that of natural swarming, for by 
artificial swarming the apiarian is enabled to keep 
his stock strong, which is almost an impossibility, 
if he relies on natural swarming. In the fall he 

should examine his stocks with reference to the 
coming winter, and if any are weak, either feed 
them enough to carry them into June of the coming 

year, or unite them to other stocks. In the winter 
he should strive to shield them from the storms and 

winter blasts. 

IRON, AS A VEGETABLE TONIC. 

WHl-rt'jaT FOE TUB AMEBIC AN FAr.MEE, BY "CIEBMIOIIB." 

" I've heard that there is Iron in the blood. 
And I believe it." 

A L L O W m e to say a few words in regard to an 
article on " Iron, as an Invigorator," which appeared 
in a recent number of T H E F A R M E R , as I a m afraid 
it tends to convey impressions which are not quite 

correct. 
W e do not allude to the statement that iodine is 

a form of iron, (every school boy knows it is not,) 
but to the general tone of the article as regards the 
knowledge which the public had of the virtues of 
iron as a vegetable tonic. The British Medical 
Journal may herald such an announcement as new, 

and pseudo " scientific" journals may treat the sub
ject with " irony," but for the last quarter of a cen
tury, at least, all intelligent chemists and horticul
turists have been aware that salts of iron are in 
general beneficial to vegetables, and that for some 

diseases they are a specific. 
Downing, in the first volume of The Horticultur

ist, page 518, (May, 1847,) says, " that the practice 
of applying oxide of iron to fruit trees is one which 
has been successfully employed by cultivators for at 

least fifty years.'' 
The use of iron as a medical agent extends back 

to'a time whereto the memory of m an runneth not 

to the contrary. The preferred mode of application 

is to syringe and watef, the plants fity a s o 7 u t i o n 

of suijSfiaw of1 Iron. 

The directions of the British Medical Journal to 
throw old nails, &c, into water, and use the liquid, 
after allowing them to rust there, are on a par with 
their other statements on the subject. Oxide of 
iron is insoluble in water exposed to the air. If, 
however, the old rusty iron be buried in the ground, 

the carbonic acid, &c, will so far dissolve it, as to 
mak e it available by the roots of the plants. 

A n extensive series of experiments upon the sub
ject was carried on by M . Eusebe Gris, Professor of 
Chemistry at Chattillon. In relation to these experi
ments, a very interesting report was made by M. 
M. Payen and Brogniart (well known names,) to 
the Central Society of Agriculture, which the reader 
will find in Volume 1, of Downing's Horticulturist, 
page 467. Meantime the following note, addressed 
by M . Gris to the Royal Horticultural Society of 
Paris, will no doubt prove valuable to your readers: 

" Allow m e to beg m y colleagues, and horticul

turists generally, w h o wish to repeat m y experi
ments, to operate with the precautions and in the 
doses given in m y notices previously published. 
The Society will understand that I cannot be re
sponsible for any success or failure growing out of 
applications too weak, or too strong, when the tem
perature is too low, upon glaceous foliage that sheds 

washes ordinarily applied, &c. ; this would be the 
subject of interminable discussion. 

" In all experiments carefully made, like those in 
the royal garden, I distinctly state that ninety-five 
cases in every hundred have been successful. This 
year not a single leaf has been blackened or discol
ored by the application of the salts of iron, in the 

long series of experiments to which I have devoted 
myself in this establishment. 

" In the mean time, the following are about the 
proportions to which it is necessary to adhere. 
Three to four drams of sulphate of iron (green cop
peras) to a quart of water, for all applications to be 
made by watering the roots. One-fourth of a dram, 
only, (two grammes seulment,) to a quart of water, 
for showering or bathing the surface of the leaves. 
(The copperas should be dissolved just before apply
ing the solution.) 

" With one ounce of common copperas, (sulphate 
of iron,) w e m a y therefore prepare sixteen quarts of 
the solution fit for all usual applications to the leaves 

of plants." 
To the above, allow m e to add, that if the sul

phate of iron is dissolved for any length of time 
previous to being used, the iron will in part become 

insoluble, unless the air is excluded. 

O N D I T that bruised walnut leaves will protect 

horseB from'being troubled, j^thjies, if they are, 

well rubbed with them. 
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EXTRAVAGANT IMPORTATIONS. 

WRITTEN TOE TIIE AMERICAN FARMER, BY " BUENO,"' 

IT is comfortably profitable to have so fair, good-

natured an antagonist as shipmate " S. W.,'' to veer, 

and haul, and battle the watch with. As a rule, 

both contending parties and the public besides, are 

always benefited by a fair, ship-shape discussion, 

where information of a useful nature is the leading 

motive. First A sets topgallant sails iu the shape 

of some clear proposition, taking the wind out of 

B.'s sails, and dropping him to leeward ; but wak

ing up ideas inert in his figure-head, and forthwith 

B. packs on weather studding sails, ranges up on 

A's weather beam, becalming his head sails, till 

getting a fresh, favorable start, away he goes to 

windward again : and, so they have it, " saw-got and 

saw-got," as old " salts" say ; both craft improving 

their sailing qualities, and the public interested in 

and benefited by the nautical evolutions. 

Something of a novel phenomenon though, is'nt 

it?—two old salt water " shell-backs" crossing each 

other's hawse in a first-class agricultural journal, 

banging away broadsides at monopolies, manufac

tures, hay making, commerce, domestic economy, 

navigation, exports and imports, &c, &c, as if years 

of reefing topsails and forecastle high jinks had been 

a first-class agricultural and commercial high 

school'! Hope we 'shall never get so excessively 

*' salt" that our shore shipmates will find nothing 

fresh in our nautical " lingo." 

So " S. W.," shipmate, " Bueno'- sets his light 

canvas with the intention of crossing j*our bows on 

the importation tack. Don't you remember that 

for a good many years before you and I began 

to look hurricanes and monsoons in the face, and 

for several after we went from forecastle to quarter 

deck, American ships had the " call" of the world's 

carrying trade, and that the commodities we carried 

abroad were worth j ust so much more to the coun

tries to which they were carried, than their own 

wares which we took in exchange, were to us at 

home above our domestic material 1 So you see 

that it was the value abroad of our American pro

ductions after all, that purchased our importations 

with a cash balance in our favor, making us rich at 

homo, because we did not have to send our bullion, 

or its equivalent (exchange) out of the country to 

pay a balance against us, as we are now, and have 

been constantly doing since 1860. 

The first fifteen years of m y salt water service 

was from birth, through babyhood and youngster-

ship, passed in the old " Beaver" Indiaman, for 

twenty-three years commanded by m y father, 

always inthe Canton trade. The tonnage of the 

old barkie that was m y birth-place cradle and col

lege, was 359 tons, while of her sister Indiamen in 

the same line—the Fairfield; Optic, Bennington, 

Cadet, Carthage and Thorn, not one of them came 

up to 400 tons burthen. In those days " John China

man" used to give us a cargo of teas or silks, with 

an average balance of $18,000 in Spanish mill dol

lars, for one of our domestic cargoes. TLat's the 

way we got rich then, as we always have, and must 

do, if we get rich at all, by the excess value of our 

exported commodities. If we send our ships abroad 

in ballast, and they bring home cargoes, the imported 

material must needs be paid for in " very hard cash." 

That has bean the fashion of our commercial fea

tures since 1860. As early as 18C2, 640 sail of our 

merchant marine of all classes had either been bona 

fide sold, or placed surreptitiously under foreign 

flags, mostly British, thus giving to England the 

command of the majority of all our foreign carrying 

trade, and very greatly increasing all freights, for

eign and coastwise. 

Now, let us have a brief review of our foreign com

mercial transactions during the past five years, 

taking facts as the platform. During that period, 

has there been a China cargo purchased by us with 

anything we had in the way of merchandise to fur 

nish the Celestials ? Not one. All had to be paid 

for with hard cash, and high rates of exchange 

added to the bills. Have we during the time, 

bought a cargo of coffee or hides in Brazil, as we 

used to do with our wares, having a cash balance in 

our favor? No. Hides and coffoein all Brazilian 

ports, head off our flour, and demand an arbitrary 

tribute of thirty per cent in favor of the Brazilians. 

In the West Indies, our hoop poles, " shooks." and 

kiln-dried corn meal, will still buy sugar and mo

lasses, honey and bananas; but while our wares 

are all depreciated, theirs are advanced on the aver

age, 35 per cent; so that here also, tho balance is 

largely against us. 

During our four years of war a heavy per centum 

of our imports were on government account—war 

material that was either burned up in battle, shot 

away and lost, or wasted and worn out, the remnant 

and rags now selling at nominally nothing at 

auction. Certainly such importations added nothing 

to the aggregate of our capital, but on the contrary, 

as they all had to be paid for in hard cash, our 

Uncle and ourselves are just the cost of them the 

poorer. 

Let us look at our N e w York custom house fig

ures for the first year of peace, ending on the 30th 

day of June, 1866. The aggregate invoiced value 

of imported dry goods for the year, is $137,055,834, 

about $30,000,000 in excess of importations for the 

year 1850, which was the largest in the history of our 

country up to the fiscal year j ust closed. The imports 

of metals, tea coffee, sugar,, and various articles 
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of mere show or luxury, foot up for the same year, 

oner one hundred and^sixty millions of dollars ; or, 

reckoning the value at gold rates, a total of not less 

than three hundred millions in foreign imports at a 

single port, in a single year, which at our currency 

valuation, will amount to four hundred and fifty 

million dollars ; and then suppose that all the other 

ports of our country foot up in the aggregate one-

third as much as N e w York, we shall have a bill of 

six hundred millions in currency for our year's im

portations, which have cost abroad not less than 

four hundred million dollars in gold. 

Now, let us see how we have paid, or shall he, 

obliged to pay for these importations. W e have 

exported in all, since the beginning of the war 

about $200,000,000 worth of cotton, besides a little 

breadstuffs, petroleum, some meats, and other no

tions—in all, amounting to a trifle over 80,000,000 

gold dollars, which is the base of bargaining abroad. 

Besides this' two hundred and eighty millions in 

merchandise, we have exported over a hundred mil

lions in gold and silver necessary to pay our foreign 

debts, reducing our stock of hard cash considerably 

below that of 1860, 

Now, as two-fifths at least of all these importa

tions are luxuries or finery that we could do very well 

without, and material either drank, eaten, worn out, 

or destroyed, and all have to be paid for at a high 

rate in gold—don't you see, " S. W.," shipmate, that 

' I cannot see an inch further into the fog bank of 

our getting rich by a large excess of imports over 

our exports, your sailing directions to the contrary 

notwithstanding. 

Suppose you are farming for fun, out there about 

Seneca Falls, Waterloo, or in those latitudes; Pretty 

place!—nice, fine country, good land 1 But you are 

producing very little more than you consume—not 

much, of anything to sell. N o matter. That is 

not a necessity. You are rich. Very well. You 

deal with your neighbor, a storekeeper—clever 

chap, who keeps all sorts of goods—everything 

yourself and family require, at, reasonable rates— 

" terms, cash." . You import everything you con

sume from your neighbor, and as you pay him a 

profit on his wares-in cash, it is him that is getting 

rich by the traffic, not yourself, don't you see ? 

Then suppose you establish a domestic custom 

house—a neat, but rather expensive money-box in 

your parlor, and every time you import a dollar's 

worth of material from your neighbor's store, you 

deposit thirty cents in your money-box as a tariff on 

imports. Will that help to square the, balance 

against you any ? Guess not, shipmate! Only,your 

custom house may save for the benefit of the family 

what you might perhaps have expended for a 

"-Principee," or something cool with a straw in it. 

In order to,turn the tide-of trade in your favor, 

and grow richer, you will have to produce more 

than you purchase, sell to your neighbor more than 

you buy of his wares, and draw the current of hard 

cash your way. 

And that is precisely what we have yet to do 

nationally. Produce more than we consume. Ex

port more than wo import. Protect and encourage 

home industry, especially agricultural and mechani

cal—obtain again the " call" of the carrying 

trade—turn exchange and all balances of trade in " 

our favor, and then away We go again, all summer 

sailing; everything all ataut, main royals set, every

thing ship-shape—our brave old ship mounting 

financial batteries that the commercial world will 

respect and pay tribute to. 

NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY " S. W." 

'. THE AMERICAN FARMER, 

A TRIP TO THE BUTTER REGION OF CHATAUQUE, 

JULY 10TH, TO 18TH. 

If you would see a farming country the woist 

possible side out, only pass through it on a railroad, 

and you will then escape the high dry land, the pic

turesque improvements, and golden cereals, to 

encounter festering bogs, low wet pastures,, and 

stumpy weedy meadows. Wheat fields are jiot in 

sight, and the small patches of corn, look as. if they 

had caught a severe cold. If there were any fields -

of potatoes in sight that would pay the labor, and 

interest on the land, it was those narrow patches 

planted by " Pat" and " Biddie" of the road side 

shanty, on the well drained excavations of the rail

road. 

After passing through Seneca and Ontario counties, 

we hardly saw afield of wheat all the way to Buffalo. 

In Seneca, farmers had begun to harvest their wheat; 

the crop was very fine and a large yield. Barley, 

oats and hay were also good crops; corn backward, 

and potatoes needing rain. It was said that the 

wheat crop west of Rochester was below the average, 

but summer crops gonerally were good. Near Buf

falo, heavy wet clays predominate, a good hay-mak

ing country when drained, but pastures dry up and 

many fields aro too level to be easily underdrained. 

On the railroad to Dunkirk, we saw some good, and 

much wet land. Tbe summer crop, corn excepted, 

promised well, and this was fast improving under a 

very hot sun. W h e n wo left the-railroad at Dunkirk, 

for Fredonia, the country suddenly improved as if by 

magic, and such a soil for grain, grass and fruit-grow

ing as we found all the.way to Fredonia, three milos, 

and as far perhaps towards the high lands beyond 

that fair village, cannot be beat by all Western N e w 

fork, which is saying a great deal ? It was an easily 
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tilled abso rptive calcareous loam, in which sand, clay 

gravel and vegetable remains wore nicely com

pounded by nature's hand. W e were only surprised 

to see so few wheat fields ; but it was said that the 

late ravages of the C. tritici, had discouraged farmers 

from wheat growing. Here are some fine gardens, 

.extensive seed growing establishments, and the 

only bearing peach trees we had yet Been. Next 

morning we left this region of Ceres and Pomona for 

the high pasture lands of Chatauque, where butter 

and cheese are the great paying agricultural products. 

As we ascended the long hills, the ponderous hem

locks appear in large masses on either side, giving 

an earnest that grass, oats and potatoes, are the sta

ble products, and not Fredonia corn ; hence we were 

not surprised after seeing corn in the silk at Fredonia, 

to find it of pigmy growth in this higher region, and 

in very small patches at that. But such tall, long

headed timothy, both in the meadows and by the 

road side, such green pastures enlivened by rampant 

white clover, which in Seneca is as much of a pigmy 

as, the Indian corn is here. I have heard the Chatau

que farmers say that as grass was so great a paying 

crop, they would never plant a hill of corn, if they 

could be sure of buying enough of it to fatten their 

buttermilk and whey fed hogs; and no wonder, for 

many of them sold their butter to the N e w York 

buyers in April last for 55cts. a pound. During the 

hot weather of July and AuguBt they carry their milk 

daily in large tin cans to be made into cheese at the 

cheese factories, taking back whey to feed their 

pigs. 

I learn from a brother, who keeps a diary of the 

weather at Sinclairville, that here 800 feet above 

Lake Erie, they have at least one-third more rain 

during summer than we have in Seneca county. 

This alone, accounts for the ever green pastures and 

never failing grass crop ; but the soil is also quite as 

Hch, and much better manured than it is in the lower 

limestone regions proper, although it is not a wheat 

growing soil. At the Chatauque Lake, twelve miles 

south, limestone occurs, and good wheat was now 

about being harvested there. I had an idea that in 

this high, cool region, where Indian corn refused to 

ripen; we Bhould now escape the extreme hot weather 

of this hot July term, but during the three days wo 

were there, the mercury was often at 92 in the shade; 

the heat by day was mitigated by a mountain breeze, 

but the nights were calm and very oppressive, with 

the mercury at 80 one morning before the sun rose 

above the hills. There is a growing prosperity in 

this famous dairy region at this time, that crops out 

in every farmer's dwelling, which is no longer a log 

cabin as it was in the beginning, less than half a 

century ago ; but a fine cottage ornee, with modern 

furniture, a Brussells carpet, a piano, &c., &c. Nearly 

all the butter made here is bought up by agents at 

the highest price, exclusively for the delitanti butter 

eaters of the City of N e w York. 

On oar return, we took the N e w York Railroad 

at Buffalo for Darien station, in Genesee county, 22 

miles east. There the large pile of milk cans on the 

platform told that the farmers here helped supply 

Buffalo with milk; pure milk it was said, not the 

ordinary watered N e w York article so long imposed 

on that long suffering city. After visiting a relative, 

we went next day across the country five miles, to 

Corfu, a station on the Central Railroad, reaching 

home the same evening. Here again, as soon as we 

left the rail road, the picturesque views of undulat

ing, well fenced fields, alternating with patches of tall 

deciduous forest trees, crops growing and pastures 

green, large barns, comfortable farm houses and ex

tensive orchards. ' Tis true, some of the fields sadly 

needed tile underdrains, but altogether it was a 

very fertile, well improved grass and grain growing 

region, rich in calcareous matter, and well adapted 

to fruit growing. Yet strange as it may seem, good 

farms here are cheaper than almost anywhere in 

Western N e w York. A fine farm of 100 acres with 

good improvements, and large, well bearing orchard, 

was here offered for sixty dollars an acre. The pur

chase money at this time would hardly put on the 

fences and buildings. Most of these farmers have 

sons and daughters at the " far West," which is a 

strong inducement for them to sell out and follow. 

This alone can account for the fact, that farms in 

Western N e w York, are cheaper than any other arti

cle, real or personal. They now sell no higher than 

they did before the currency was debased. 

SUMMER MANAGEMENT OF GRAPE VINES. 

" W h o shall decide when doctorB disagree." 

" F. W . L," in The Rural New Yorker of the 28th 

ult., says, "as soon as the grape is far enough 

developed, which is generally about the middle of 

June, I commence cutting or pinching away the 

young shoots, leaving two or three bunches of fruit 

on the side shoot, and the leaf beyond the last bunch; 

those shoots having no fruit are generally cut away 

entirely; this is to be followed up about once a week 

during the growing season, which usually ends upon 

bearing vines the last of August; this throws the 

whole strength of the vine into the fruit, and pro

duces large well ripened bunches." Per contra, 

Mr. Keech says, the very opposite effect is produced 

in our very hot, dry climate by such pruning; that 

such treatment of the vine may do in Germany or 

England, where there is less solar heat, and more 

moisture ; but in our hot, dry summer, the vine needs 

the shade of all its leaves. Mr. Cook, an amateur, 

also says, that he has tried summer pruning to his 

cost—the grapes did not ripen well. It is so with 

potatoes. To avoid the rot, the experiment of clip

ping, the vines was tried. The result was, a few 
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very small potatoes. I have always found that large 

potato vines kept back the growth of the tubers 

much longer than smaller vines ; but when let alone 

until the vines began to die the tubers were largo 

and the yield good. It has been well said that" the 

leaves are the lungs of the plant;" they evidently 

collect atmospheric plant food and elaborate it to the 

fruit. Liebig says, " the leaves as well as the other 

green parts of the plant absorb carbonic acid, and 

emit an equal volume of oxygen." It is thus that 

the plaut obtains the greater bulk of its organism— 

carbon. 

BEETS AND TURNIPS AS A SECOND CROP. 

In m y garden, I generally spade over m y pea 

ground, early potatoes and corn grounds, as soon as 

the crop is off. I then apply hen dung, and set out 

large beet or French turnip plants. Both grow. 

large, and even after the first frosts of autumn. But 

it is all-important that the turnip plants should be 

large rooted and stocky ; if sown too thick in the seed 

bed, they will be slender rooted, with long necks 

and leaves. Such plants never produce a large tur

nip, as the neck continues its unsightly growth at 

the expense of the root. Hence, sow your seed scat

tering, and thin out the plants so that they will grow 

stocky and large rooted. Beets also should be 

thrifty and of good size; if the tops of the leaves 

are clipped off, they may be successfully transplanted 

when they are an inch in diameter. All plants 

should be watered when transplanted, but cutting 

off the bulk of the leaves of the beet enabled it this 

season to stand even our extra hot dry July—and 

now, early in August, the light showers and cool 

weather are very favorable for transplanting. 

THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE TARIFF BILL IN CON

GRESS. 

In The Rural New Yorker of the 28th, is a very 

sensible editorial, on the " postponement of the tariff." 

liis so concise, temperate, and free from that dogmat

ism which the " prohibitory trade" advocates so often 

employ to " make the wrong appear the better rea

son," that I forbear any extended remarks to prove 

the fallacy of such a restriction on our foreign trade, 

as Mr. Morrill confesses his tariff to be, when he says 

that the whole duty on foreign wool under it, amounts 

to 75 per cent ad valorem. 

It will be well for our wool growing farmers to 

reflect, that this duty of 75 per cent is not to aid, 

but only to materially lessen the revenue of the 

government; and this too, at a time above all others, 

when we most need a tariff for revenue to lessen 

our present very burdensome taxation. They must 

also remember that the foreign wool we import is 

not paid for in gold, but in agricultural and manu

factured articles—domestic cottons and woolens, and 

the thousand other articles of our work shops, made 

of wood, iron, leather, &c, to the benefit of the whole 

body politic, farmers included. If wa do not take 

the wools of South America, we must give up her 

trade to the manufacturers and work shops of Europe. 

England takes cotton, wool and every other article 

uc;eded for manufacture, F R E E , or at a nominal duty, 

to in part pay custom house expenses. It is by this 

wise policy alone, that enables England and now 

France to increase their exports and monopolize the 

trade of the world. But if our tariff raises the price 

of wool, it will also raise the price of cloth and other 

articles of manufacture; and the wool grower will 

soon find out, as Mr. Clay did, when he was induced 

by the sober lessons of experience to construct his 

famed compromise bill, and to manfully confess, 

after he had long and successfully advocated a pro

tective tariff, to its mischievous fulfillment—that it 

was emphatically " a two edged sword." 

«^a».«^B>« u im . 

FEEDING POULTRY. 

ss \ \ \ \ ill A B O V E w e give an illustration of a very simple 

arrangement for feeding fowls, which any person 

can make in a short time. W e have used one for 

several years, and would not be without it. In the 

winter season they are specially valuable in saving 

food, which when scattered on the ground soon gets 

covered with snow. The grain is put in through 

the top, which is made of one board with hinges. 

The end is left off in the cut so as to show the box 

partly filled with grain. A few slats are put across 

the trough in front to keep the fowls out, and 

the board in front is sufficiently high to prevent 

their scratching the food on to the floor. It should 

be accessible at all hours, and kept well supplied, 

and we always find that our fowls lay better and 

keep in good condition when they have free access 

to food, as they require it. Another advantage is 

that no food is lost, as by the old plan of scattering 

the grain on the ground. 

HIM who has little and wants less, is richer than 

him that has much, and wants more. A tub was 

large enough for Diogenes, but a world was too little 

for Alexander. 

To KEEP OFF TROUBLE.—Keep constantly em

ployed, and always try to do something for others. 
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HOW W E FARRfl IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY. 

WRITTEN FOE TnE AMEEICAN FARMER, BY P. C EEYHOLDS. 

WINTER GRAIN. 

IF the growing of winter grain is any longer profita

ble—in the Genesee Valley, it is so only when it 

receives the very bost cultivation. This is emphati

cally true of wheat. To raise wheat with profit, we 

must select our best land, and put it In the best pos

sible condition. Our practice is somewhat different 

now' from what it was twenty to thirty years ago. 

Then we relied more upon the summer fallow. An old 

pasture or meadow was plowed early in June ; gener

ally, with a three-horse team, or two yoke of oxen ; 

harrowed frequently through the summer, to kill 

grass and weeds; and cross-plowed early in Septem

ber, when the sod was usually rotted sufficiently to 

drag to pieces. Sometimes we gave it the third 

plowing. 

Two important ends were gained by the summer 

fallow. First; the sod was subdued—that is, the 

grass, weeds, &c, were rotted; and the ingredients 

of the soil were intermixed, and exposed to the air 

and sun. W h e n the sod was a clean clover, we some-

tinles mowed it, allowed the aftermath to attain quite 

a growth; and plowed it under a few weeks before 

seed time. t As that, would not have time to rot so as 

to plow agam, the surface was kept clean and mellow 

with the wheel cultivator. 

Barley was considered a good crop to precede 

wheat. As soon as it was harvested, in July, the 

stubble received a shallow plowing, or was cultivated 

to cover the scattering grain, and cause it to germin

ate and attain quite a growth before it was necessary 

to plow it for seeding. In favorable seasons we had 

quite a green crop to plow under. 

Oats were not often followed by wheat, as they 

were not generally grown on wheat soils, or the tra

ditional belief that they exhausted the soil more than 

other crops, deterred farmers from sowing wheat 

after them. 

Sometimes a crop of corn was raised, and as sbon 

as the ears were glazed, it • waB cut up; a number of 

rows of corn put in a row of stooks and the stubble 

betweeu them plowed and sowed to wheat. The 

strips upon which the rows of stooks were set, were 

plowed, and sowed before the stooks were set upon 

them. This process involved a great deal of hard 

labor, and was successful, only, when the ground was 

very rich. If the soil be light, or pretty well exhaus

ted, and it is intended to sood it down, rye had better 

be sown. Ryo will grow on a weaker soil, is quite 

as good to seed after, and taking one year with 

^another, the value of grain and straw, produced upon 

ah acre of rye, is scarcely less than that upon an acre 

•of wheat. 

But we rely less upon summer fallows, now, and 

more upon the direct application of barn-yard 

manure. Our manure is piled in the spring, and lava 

in the barn-yard through the summer. W h e n the 

ground is fitted for wheat, we draw out the manure» 

and spread it broadcast over the ground, using frorn 

fifteen to thirty loads to the acre, (according to th* 

liberality of the farmer,) and harrow it in. 

Two bushels of clean, sound wheat is about th^ 

quantity required to seed an acre properly. If it ii 

drilled in, twenty-five per cent less will answer. 

Manure used thus as a top-dressing, in the fall if 

much more effectual than when plowed in. It noli 

only is gradually decomposed and absorbed by thi 

soil, but it acts as a mulch upon the roots of th» 

grain through the winter, preventing winter killinĝ  

I am not aware that any one has presented a satisr 

factory explanation of the reason why manure spread 

upon the surface is more beneficial than when plowed 

under, but such is the decision of our best farmers 

and horticulturists. It is probable, that the atmos 

phere is a better solvent of the manure, than the soil* 

This question, of the best way of preparing and 

applying manure, is of the greatest importance. 

As regards the time of sowing winter wheat—that 

depends in a great measuro upon whether we have 

fears of insects ; and if so, what species. The midge 

affects late sown wheat most, the Hessian Fly early 

sown. So if we fear the midge, we sow the latter 

part of August, or early in September; if the fly, the 

latter part of September.; if neither, from the tenth 

to the fifteenth of September. 

CORN HARVEBT. 

Usually covers two periods, with an interval of 

several weeks between. First, to save the fodder in 

the best condition, we cut up the stalks near the 

ground, as soon as the grains are partially hardened, 

and before the frost has inj ured the stalks. W e 

generally take either five or seven rows of corn, and 

set the stooks on the middle row, .putting a square, 

twenty-five hills, if five rows ; forty-nine hills if seven 

rows in a etook, binding the top of tho stook well. 

An acre a day, in pretty stout corn, is a fair day's 

work. Corn cut up in this way, will shrink a trifle 

more, I think, than if allowed to stand until fully 

ripe, but then the value of the stalks for fodder will 

more than compensate for all IOSB in weight of corn. 

W o do not do much .husking the second period of 

corn harvest, until the latter part of October, and the 

first snows of winter often find considerable corn 

unhusked in the fields. In husking corn, we pull 

over the stooks, cut off the central hill, which was 

left to support the stook, and handle over every stalk, 

separately, husking its ear or ears, W e then tie up 

the stalks in two or three bundles, and put the stalks 

from three to four Btooks in a stook of stalks. Then 

drawing, assorting, and cribbing tho,corn, and draw

ing and stacking or housing the stalks completes the,. 

corn harvest. 
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FARM TALKS—No. 5. 

WRITTEN FOE TUB AMERICAN FARMER, BY Q. E. BRACKETT, 

BELFAST, MAINE, 

THE time for holding our annual agricultural 

exhibitions or cattle shows and fairs is near at hand. 

I was reminded of this fact, yesterday, while over 

to neighbor Smith's. He is preparing for the cattle 

show. Smith, in fact, has been preparing for the 

last six months. He is getting ready at the rate of 

si little1 less than a dollar a day. ' The particular line 

in which Smith will exhibit this year, is in bulls. 

He is raising a bull calf, which he says he is " bound 

shall take the shhie off" anything in our county. 

And it's m y private opinion he will get the premium. 

You see last February one of Smith's cows dropped' 

a large bull calf, and he immediately conceived the 

idea of making a premium animal out of him. So 

he has had the milk of the dam, and part of the 

milk of Smith's other cow all summer, and as a 

consequence has grown rapidly, being now about 

the size of m y yearlings. Smith has taken the very 

best care of him, feeding plenty of grass, and what 

meal he would eat, and now he is a miracle of size 

and fatness. 

•' What do you think of him ?" said Smith to me, 

looking admiringly at his bovine pet. 

" He's large, certainly, and sleek too." 

" Won't he make a splendid bull ?" 

" Well, he looks like it, but you can't always tell 

when they are so young." 

That was as fully as I dared endorse Smith's opin

ion. W h e n I remembered that the calf's sire was 

a " scrub" bull, and the dam only a common native, 

I knew that nine chances to one, the calf, would 

prove an inferior stock animal. That's why we 

want blooded or thorough-bred animals for Btock 

getting : they almost invariably work their get with 

their own valuable peculiarities and characteris

tics, whereas if a native bred bull' be used, be he 

ever so well formed and fine an animal, his offspring 

are likely to " cry back" to his " scrub" parentage. 

These are facts well grounded, and should be heeded 

by every stock raiser, be his speciality, cattle, horses, 

sheep or swine. 

But Smith will get the premium, and a good deal 

of praise gratis. There is no doubt of that, but the 

question comes up, will it pay ? " Ay! there's the 

rub" with Smith. I asked Smith. " H o w do your 

pigs grow V" 

" They do'nt seem to grow very fast. Takes an 

awful sight of milk for pigs." 

" Butter is pretty well up, isn't it J" 

" Don't know; hav'nt sold much this summer." 

That shows where the shoe pinches, but Smith 

has got a fine bull calf and will get the premium, 

and perhaps a "-diplomy." That's a foregone con

clusion'. The wise and far seeing committee on 

" bulls, cows and heifers," will view Smith's speci

men of adipose matter, with a look of wisdom and 

knowledge, which only committee men can assume, 

and pronounce favorably, for fat goes a great way in 

in their opinion ; and like wealth, covers a multitude 

of sins, and deformities. • -Thus fat and size is made 

the criterion, and this false idea prevails extensively. 

Do not understand m e as decrying the habit of 

carrying your best- to your county fair, and of striv

ing to raise fine stock, or good crops. Far from it. 

It is just what I would have every farmer do; and 

here let me advise, even urge, every farmer to attend 

his county fair and cattle show, and not only go 

himself, but take his. family, particularly the boys, 

making it an annual holiday. And further,'do not 

go empty handed, or,to look .at what somebody else 

I contributes ;but take your best specimens from youT 

' crops, garden, orchard and farm yard, for comparison 
: with your neighbors. That's wherein you gain by 

learning how others operate, and being willing to 

yield your own method for anything that is better. 

But what I condemn, is the practice of pampering^ 

and petting certain animals or crops, at the expense 

of others, for the purpose of creating a monstrosity 

of size and growth, and also the action of too many 

committees, who award premiums, to such specimens. 

M y neighbor Smith, is not the only one, who is feed' 

ing a pet calf with nearly all the milk of his cows, 

while his table lacks butter, and his pigs squeal 

lustily in the stye. - . 
.Illll'l'l' l f > " tf'll'n. • 

COUNTRY HOUSES. 

WEITTEN FOK T1UC AMERICAN FATHER, BY "W. n". W." 

• IN the building of a suitable farm house, there are 

many things to be well considered; only one or two 

of which I shall briefly ̂allude to in the present arti

cle. Too many of our houses are built as if to answer 

only a temporary purpose. Our population to too 

great an extent, are of a migratory character, and for 

this cause, in part, is the reason of tho temporary 

character of our houses. In a newly settled country, 

abounding in forests of fine timber, having the materi

als for tho structure closo at hand, and without that 

Skilled labor available in an older settled country, 

puch structures are a necessity; the ax and saw 

speedily render the materials thus furnished avail

able. But in the older settled States, where skilled 

labor and more durable materials are abundant, this 

necessity no longer exists. Wherever the population 

has become settled, and social relations permanently 

established, more permanent structures should bo 

built. In many sections stdno abounds, which if 

used in building would at once-give us more durable 

and comfortable buildings, and at the same time be 

the means of improving our farms by clearing thera. 
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of stone. In other places clay abounds, which made 

Into brick furnish a durable building material. 

A house thoroughly built of either of these mate

rials will last several ages, without the necessary fre

quent repairs of one built of wood, the last requiring 

painting frequently to keep in repair, and is colder 

in winter, and warmer in summer than one built of 

stone or brick. 

With greater thoroughness in building of wood, 

we might have more permanent houses: as a general 

thing, the timbers put in a wooden structure are too 

light, the covering too thin, and in short the whole 

structure altogether too frail. Another failing is too 

often in the convenient arrangement of the inside 

structure. Health, convenience, and labor saving 

arrangements should be the first consideration. 

The rooms should be so arranged that the fewest 

possible steps need be taken in performing the vari

ous duties of the housekeeper; be well lighted, but 

not with too large windows, well ventilated, and of 

ample size for convenience. The sleeping apartments 

should be of easy access and large enough for proper 

furniture without being crowded. The parlor, if one, 

may properly be of less size than the living rooms, 

as that is the room kept to look at, and the least used, 

and ought not to occupy the pleasantest part of the 

house. It should be furnished with a good cellar 

under the whole for storing vegetables, fruit &c, 

for family use ; have either running water brought 

to the kitchen in suitable pipes, or be supplied with 

a pump connected with a good well, and a good cis-

• tern for rain water for domestic use. 

THE WEATHER AND THE CROPS. 

FROM INDIANA. 

O U R correspondent, writes from Vermillion county, 

that " the wheat was all cut in good time; 

we had fine weather for harvesting; berry very 

good, but I think farmers will be disappointed when 

they come to thresh, as I said, when I wrote about 

wheat in spring. W e shall have enough-wheat for 

home consumption, and not much more, as there 

was never so little old wheat in the country, and 

farmers will not run the risk of the next crop, but 

will keep enough to do till they see the crop made. 

Corn is good on all lands, all clean, where worked, 

as there never was a better season to cultivate corn 

than it has been on m y farm, and south of me. A 

few miles north it was too dry for some time, but 

they have good corn. M y locusts are all dead in the 

shell, I think, as none have come up yet. Osage 

comes up well, but every uneven. Some lay in the 

ground for months. I have had a very hard time 

with it. I planted it on ground that was very 

grassy, but have kept the most of it clean, but Borne 

the grass took..̂  I keep the gross mowed off, and 

the plants look as well as those that have been hoed, 

only not quite so high. M y oats are nearly all 

down. Crop heavy." 

FROM "WHEATLAND, TV. N. T. 

" S. W . C." writes us:—" Seeing notes and items 

from nearly every section of the country in T H E 

F A B M E R , I thought that a few from near home 

would not come amiss. W e have had rather a hard 

season for farming operations so far. First, the cold 

drying winds of early spring hurt the wheat very 

much; then the Hessian fly took part of what was 

left. One farmer near here offered his crop of fifty 

aeres for 100 bushels. Ot course, this is an extreme 

case, but the crop I think is very light in this vicini

ty. Then after » backward spring for hoed crops, 

the hail came on the 6th of June to cut vegetation 

to pieces, and the drouth in July, ending on the first 

of August. Corn and potatoes are looking well. 

Oats are a good crop. The hay crop was an average 

full one. Fruit is nothing." 

FROM DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 

M E S S R S . EDS.:—In looking over your last number 

of T H E F A R M E R , I find no correspondent from this 

State, and thinking that you would like a few lines 

from this portion of the country, I will endeavor to 

give you an account of the crops in this section. 

Wheat, our staple crop, is now about being har

vested, and the prospect is a large crop. It has not 

as yet been affected by rust to any extent. If we 

do not get any heavy rains for a couple of weeks we 

are safe. Most of the land will yield from 25 to 30 

bushels of wheat per acre, and with a fair prospect 

of $2 per bushel, we are feeling rather jubilant. 

Grass and oats will turn out heavy. There is not 

much corn raised here, but that which is growing 

looks well. 

Cattle are very scarce. (All native stock.) Horses 

bring a good price—a good heavy team costing $500. 

The sheep fever has not reached here, and we ear

nestly hope it never will. 

Butter is worth 20 cents per pound. Eggs, 20 

cents per dozen. N o w potatoes, 90 cents per bushel. 

W e have had some very hot weather—the ther 

mometer has risen as high as 102 ° in the shade, 

which will do very well for this country. 

In conclusion; let m e congratulate you on the 

success of your paper, which is a perfect success 

over the old Genesee Farmer. It is what I call a 

model paper. Although taking other agricultural 

papers, there is none hailed with more joy than T H E 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , and as soon as I get over m y 

hurry, I mean to trouble m y neighbors for subscrip

tions for it.—"Minnesota." 

(Continued on page 280.) 
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SMUT IN WHEAT. 

THE prevailing opinion among European writers 

is, that smut in wheat is caused by an insect—an 

eel-like worm—which is said to be in the seed 

wheat when sown, and by the moisture com

municated to the seed in the earth the insect is 

enabled to burst the walls of its prison, and, escap

ing, rises to the surface and. secures a lodgment 

between the leaves of the growing plant, near the 

centre—as the grain where it begins to develop. It 

then works its way to the head of the growing 

wheat and makes its entrance into the embryo 

grain, which destroys the natural development of 

the wheat, and causes the diseased transformation 

which we call smut. 

In the Ohio agricultural report for 1857, the able 

and efficient Secretary, J. C. Klippart, furnished an 

article with several illustrations, giving the natural 

history of the insect and its effect upon the wheat 

plant. The facts given were chiefly derived from the 

observations of British and continental European 

writers, and it may be considered presumptive in us 

to attempt to controvert such distinguished authority. 

But we will, nevertheless, venture the opinion that 

the worms found in the diseased grains are rather the 

effect than the cavje of the disease. All diseased 

bodies, whether animal or vegetable, are subject to 

peculiar kinds of parasites. The diseased state of 

the subject furnishes the requisite conditions for the 

propagation and development of the insect. W e 

know this to be the case in thousands of instances, 

and j udging from analogy it may be so in the case 

under consideration. The insect is denominated the 

Anguillula Fritica. 

In the Journal d'Agriculture Practique, M. Mon

tague, who draws his information from a French 

naturalist, who has given the subj ect much attention, 

gives the following as the means most efficient to 

prevent its increase. It matters less whether the 

insect is the cause or the effect of the disease pro

vided the remedy is effectual. 

The author, as a substitute for lime as usually 

applied, which he says has no good effect upon the 

living insect, recommends acidulated water, com

posed of one part sulphuric acid to a hundred and 

fifty parts of water, in which the wheat is to be 

steeped twenty-four hours, this he asserts will effect

ually destroy all the anguiUules contained in the 

grain. This process of preservation is neither 

expensive nor difficult to carry out, and that the 

germinating properties of the grain are in no way 

injured by it. 

It is also recommended that the screenings from 

diseased grain be taken care of so as not to find their 

way back to the fields in the manure or otherwise. 

It should either be burned, or, if cast to the fowls or 

other farm stock, it should first be submitted to a 

temperature sufficient to destroy the life of the 

insects. 

W e throw out these hints for what they are worth, 

hoping that they may lead to such observations as 

may furnish additional light upon the subject.— 

Colman's Rural World. 

ACREAGE IN HOPS IN NEW YORK. 

STATISTICS in regard to hops, except as they pass 

through the custom houses, have never been fur

nished in this country in such form as to be of very 

high value. Under the State cenBus of 1855, there 

was given both the acreage and the crop of the 

growth of 1854, and these are really the most im

portant and most reliable figures ever furnished 

relating to the domestic culture of hops. The fol

lowing table exhibits the area devoted to hop cul-

ture in the State of N e w York, by counties:— 

1854. 1864. 1886. 
Counties. Acres. Acres. Acres. 

Albany 12 185 189J£ 
Allegany 7% 19 24% 
Broome 85% 86 121%' 
Cattaraugus 2% 189% 100 
Cayuga 6 14 21% 
Chatauque 6% 15% 81% 
Chemung 20 29% 
Chenango 220 1,016% l,237}j 
Clinton 2 % % 
Columbia % 19% 22% 
Cortland 11% 198% 248% 
Delaware '187% 438 689 
Dutchess 4 9 9 
Erie 4 63% lOOJs 
Essex 5 8 8 
Franklin 418% 60T 619 
Fulton 2T8J£ 81SJj 
Genesee 21 89 108 
Greene % 67% 67 
Hamilton 21 24 
Herkimer 694% 1,658 1,621 
Jefferson 87% 102 108% 
Kings 
Lewis 26 48% 67 
Livingston 10% 74% 95% 
Madison 1,490% 8,988 4,228 
Monroe 61 57% 29& 
Montgomery 458)4' 1,071 1,079 
New York 
Niagara 24% 27% 
Oneida 675% 2,148% 2.659% 
Onondaga 17% 189 170% 
Ontario 42% 178% 200>,i 
Orange 
Orleans % 1 — 
Oswego 45* 289 880% 
Otsego 4,182% 7,078 7,008 
Putnam — 
Queens 
Rensselaer 8 61 S4 
Richmond 
Rockland 
StLawrence 259% 155% 160 
Saratoga 18% 116% 146% 
Schenectady 14 02 67& 
Schoharie 625% 2,803 8,039%, 
Schuyler 1% 15 15*( 
Seneca X 3% 
Steuben 13 89% 181% 
Suffolk IJi H 
Sullivan 1 
Tioga 2tf W 10 
Tompkins 13£ 4 4 
Ulster 62% 19% 22><, 
Warren ••-• •••• •••• Washington % 8 5 Wayne 0% 27 40 Westchester .... Wyoming 1 W 75« 87% Yates * •••• -••-Total.... 9,«1% 28,417% 25,841% 
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SPIRITOFTHE AGRICULTURAL PRESS. 
Gapes in Chickens. 

The New England Farmer pronounces the common 

opiniou about thi3 malady being produced by some 

worm which is generated in the throat as incorrect. It 

says the cause is colds and sore throats, which the 

chickens get by wandering in the wet grass. It asks 

how many chickens' lives anybody ever saved by run

ning- feathers down their throats to scoop out the 

worms. It says the true remedy is administered before 

the disease makes its appearance, and that is to con

fine the chickens away from the early morning grass. 

Growing Potatoes under Straw. 

The editor of The Mural World says:—" On a recent 

trip in St. Clair Co., 111., we saw hundreds of acres of 

land covered with straw. The ground had been 

plowed and harrowed and marked off, and potatoes 

dropped, and then the whole surface covered about six 

inches deep with straw. The potatoes have no further 

attention till digging time, when two or three hundred 

bushels per acre are obtained. The straw keeps the 

weeds down, and the soil cool and moist. The straw 

is raked away in autumn, and there lie the potatoes 

white and clean. The straw potatoes bring'the highest 
price in the market." 

W e think this process a good one for many parts of 

the West, but it would hardly answer where straw is of 

much value, for stock. 

Cure for Heavey Morses. 

A correspondent of The Massachusetts Plowman hav

ing had a large experience with animals afflicted with 

the disease in question, always with success, with a 

small amount of labor, submits the following: First, 

procure (if you have not one already) a head halter, 

and tie the horse so that he cannot eat the bedding; 

give for a few days but little food, and that wet, 

not more than half the usual quantity, which will 

relieve the breathing; after which nutritious food is 

fed liberally with grain, and less hay, and so long as 

you do so, your horses will not have the heaves. If 

the owner wishes to hurry recovery, a dose of physic, 

(an ounce of powdered aloes,) will unload the bowels 

quicker. I have owned several heavey horses and after 

treating them as stated above, I have doubted whether 

they ever had the disease, but after (by accident) a 

large amount of hay had been devoured, the distressed 

breathing and double action of the flanks re-asserted 
the facts. 

Weeding Grain Crops. 

The following experiments, the results of which 

show the value of weeding, are reported in the journal 

of the Bath and West of England Society. 1. Seven 

acres of light gravelly soil were fallowed and sown 

broadcast; one acre was measured, and not a weed 

pulled out of it; the other six were carefully weeded. 

The unweeded acre produced 18 bushels, the six weeded 

acres averaged 221-2 bushels per acre, a clear gain of 

•» 25 per cent. 2. A six acre field was sown with barley 

in fine tilth, and well manured. The weeding, owing 

to a great abundance of charlock, cost 12s per acre. 

The produce of an unweeded acre was 13 bushels, of 

the weeded 28 bushels, thus showing a difference of 

15 bushels per acre, besides the enormous advantage 

of having tbe land cleaned for the succeeding: crop. Of 

six acres sown with oats, one acre plowed out well, 

and unmanured and unweeded, yielded only 17 bushels; 

the rest, plowed three times, manured and weeded, 

produced 37 bushels per acre. 

Destroying Canada Thistles. 

A correspondent oi The Western Rural gives the fol

lowing method which he adopted. " Some years before 

I'came to Michigan, I purchased twenty-seven acres 

adjoining my old farm. I made the purchase when the 

owner was harvesting his wheat; there were twenty 

acres of it in with wheat, and some nine loads of it was 

so full of thistles that it was pitched to the wagon 

and from the wagon to the machine without binding. 

The same fall I piled over, the straw and mixed in 

twelve bushels of slacked lime to rot and kill the thistle 

seed. The next season I summer-fallowed and cultiva

ted and sowed to wheat. The following season I har

vested a fine crop, and every thistle on the twenty acres 

could have been bound in a single bundle." 

"Wine-Plant" H a w k e r s Brought to Grief. 

Last year several wise men from the east came to 

Philadelphia and bought up all the Linnxau Rhubarb 

plants they could at ten dollars per hundred, and after 

taking them to Binghampton, Jersey City, and other 

places, cut them up into little bits, and have scattered 

the fragments widely over the country as wine-plants, 

at forty dollars per hundred. Lately they returned here-

Among the "Dutch" in Montgomery county, they gath

ered a rich harvest into their garners:—hundreds of far

mers there are at this moment who are down on " book 

larnin," but who are in holy hope of $6,000 per acre 

clear profit from their wine patches, from which plea

sant dreams they will not awake until the decease of all 

their hopes about this time next year. 

Having well bled the "Dutch," they went down 

amongst the Quakers of Delaware and Chester coun

ties—but they fell into the hands of the Philistines, 

and brought up in sadness in the county jail of Media, 

Andrew M. Brown, Andrew Boyce, and G. A Martin, 

of Binghampton, were arrested for obtaining money 

under the false pretence of selling roots as "wine 

plants," knowing at the same time they were nothing 

but Rhubarb plants. After a hearing before the Alder

man, they were handed over to the authorities of Media 

" to do with them as seemed good unto them." When 

they get out we fancy they will give Philadelphia 

"Quakers a wide berth," and go where " book larnin" 

is at a heavy discount.—Gardener's Monthly." 

This fraud is well exposed by our contemporary 

as has often been done by The Cultivator and The Rural 

New Yorker. Instead of decrying "book larnin," had 

the humbugged been readers of any of these papers, 

they could, like the Quakers, have been prepared to do 

just what they are reported as having done. So it is 

with most of those who decry book-farming; it is not 

a knowledge of bodks and papers that enables empirics 

and imposters to succeed among farmers, but a want of 

it: such fraudulent operators know this full well. Not 
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that all patrons of the press are exempt from the frauds 

of wine-plan.t, tree and ram peddlers, for some, we are 

sorry to say, who take an agricultural paper, do not 

carrfully read it; for, we have more than once met 

patrons of the rural press and farmers, too, who could 

not tell what paper they were taking. This is the kind 

of " book larnin" that makes willing victims to impos

tors, who usually are the most noisy declaimers against 

" book farming," as they call all intelligent farming. 

It is hoped that the statement copied above may serve 

to open the eyes and ears of such as have hitherto been 

both blind and deaf to what has been said of the wine-
plant humbug.—Boston Cidtivator. 

& Cheap S m o k e House. 

A correspondent of an exchange gives the following 

as his plan for building a smoke house :—"No farmer 

should be without a good smoke house, and such a 

one as will be fire proof and tolerably secure from 

thieves. Fifty hams can be smoked at one time in a 

smoke house seven by eight feet square. Mine is six 

by seven, and Is large enough for most farmers. I first 

dug all the ground out below where the frost would 

reach, and filled it up to the surface with small stones. 

On this I laid my brick floor, in lime mortar. The 

walls are brick, eight inches thick, and seven feet high, 

with a door on one side two feet wide. The door 

should be made of wood and lined with sheet iron. 

For the top I put on joists, two by four set up edge

wise, and eight and a half from centre to centre, cov

ered with brick, and put on a heavy coat of mortar. I 

built a small chimney on the top in the centre, arching 

it over, and covering it with a shingle roof in the usual 

way. An arch should be built on the outside, -with a 

small iron door to shut it up, similar to a stove door, 

with a hole from the arch through the wall of the 

smoke-house, and an iron grate over it. This ai-ch is 

much more convenient and better to put the fire in, 

than to build a fire inside the smoke house, and the 

chimney causes a draft through into the smoke house. 

Good corn cobs or hickery wood are the best materials 

to make a smoke for hams. The cost of such a smoke 

house as I have described is about thirty dollars, 

but will vary in different loealitiss. 

Paying improvements. 

A writer in The Rural New Yorker says: " I could 

recall instances where farmers went ahead with im

provements, without counting the cost, till it took the 

farms to pay for them. Improvements are a nice thing, 

if one has the ready cash to make them; if not, beware of 

the temptation. Only those should be made at first 

that will return the outlay again. Farming should be 

conducted on business principles. If a merchant is 

not able to own a store, he rents one. If a farmer has 

not money to erect new buildings, he had better get 

along with his old ones. If a merchant invests money, 

he expects to get it all back, and more too. If a farmer 

buys manure or Merino sheep, he should see that they 

are so used that they return the original cost and 

a,profit. If a fanner lays out money iu ditching, he 

should do it where two or three crops will pay it back 

with interest." 

Sources of F a r m manure. 

W . H. White, of South Windsor, Ct., writing to The 

Boston Cultivator, on the resources a farmer has from 

which to draw fertilizers for his land asks : " Does the 

reader make the most of his resources ? Is there 

nothing left that can be converted into fertilizing mate

rial ? How is it with the hog pen ? Is that well sup

plied with good material to absorb the liquid as well as 

the ammonia ? A free supply will tend to keep the 

hogs clean and furnish a quantity of manure. Then 

there is a privy, which is too frequently allowed to 

waste its ammonia, instead of absorbents supplied to 

fix it. A tight vault, into which dry muck, plaster, 

loam, &a., may be introduced and mixed, will supply 

several loads of poudrette, superior to what the mar

ket affords with little labor. The hen roost will supply 

several barrels of good guano, the quality of which 

there is no question, when home manufactured, by 

supply of dry loam, plaster, &c., with frequent over
hauling." 

T o Save Rennets. 

Keep the calf from the cow about twelve hours before 

killing. There will then be but little curd, and what 

there is, take out carefully and throw away. Do not 

wash the inside of the rennets, but salt well, and stretch 

on a crooked stick, and hang up to dry in a moderately 

eool place. Rennets a year old are generally believed 

to make milder cheese than those of less age. To pre

pare for use, put one to a gallon of water, about milk 

warm, add a little salt, soak about ten days, rubbing it 

well a number of times while soaking to get out the 

strength, then take out, salt and dry again for future 

use. Strain the liquor into ajar, put in a little more 

salt than will dissolve. Tie up in a bag, about half an 

ounee each of cloves, cinnamon and sage, also a lemon 

cut in slices, and drop into the liquor. Keep in a cool 

place, and stir each time before dipping out. Put 
enough rennet into the milk to have the curd ready to 

out up in thirty minutes after the milk is set.'—Ag. Rev. 

Canker W o r m Preventives. 

In answer to inquiries in reference to the success of 

preventives of the ravages of the canker worm, Tit* 

Massachusetts Plowman says:—" There is some difference 

in the result of experiments with the various forms of 

tree protectors. Our impression is that for the- most 

part they have failed this year to prevent the ascent of 

the insect. W e know many sections where they have 

been used, but we do not think any great degree of 

satisfaction has been derived from them. A lriend of 

ours tried two or three one above another on the same 

trees and tarred above them. More or less canker 

worms were caught in the tar. W e are sorry to 

announce this result, for we hoped «. good deal from 

these protectors, and in some instances the failures 

may have resulted from a neglect to apply them early 

enough in the fall, that is, till after the insects began 

to run up. The strip of shoep-skin, with the wool on, 

as we suggested some months ago, has been effectual as 

anything. There are also one or two other methods 

that we shall speak of in due time, which we have 

Borne confidence in." 
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PROSPECTS OF THE HOP CROP. 

MESSES Er>3.—After writing you last month, I con

tinued my inspection of the hop gardens through Che

nango, Otsego, Delaware and Schoharie counties. 

Previous to the second week in August, the vines had 

a healthy appearance, and the aphis had done little 

damage, although they had made their appearance in 

many gardens. The insects which prey upon the aphis 

seemed to be as numerous as they, and to destroy them 

as rapidly as they increased. 

At this time, while the farmers were congratulating 

themselves that tho terrible ordeal of liee was spared 

them, and that surely " the crops will weather the 

weather," it was discovered that all through Otsego 

county, tho hops were hanging longer than usual in the 

bur, and upon a close examination some of the burs 

were found to be blighted, or were failing to develop 

into perfect hops; and some of tbe leaves without any 

apparent cause, were withering and being dried up by 

the sun. I notice that the complaint is made entirely 

in the tracks of one or two severe hail storms which 

passed through Otsego county, into Delaware county. 

and which entirely destroyed many gardens, in the towns 

of Laurens and New Lisbon, Otsego county where the. 

hail was most severe. It is probable that this blight 

wherever it has appeared, may be attributed to hail. 

All the gardens I have seen during the past week have 

a less promising appearance than they had a week since. 

A few days more of vigorous growth, however, will do 

much towards brightening the prospects for a crop in 

these worst looking districts, though many of them 

cannot rally sufficiently to produce more than a moder

ate crop. The prospects are on the whole favorable ; 

though the present crop will be an uneven one, in most 

districts there is every indication of a fair yield. 

The present is a very critical season for the crop, and 

the picking is the point to be considered. Little need 

be said of the picking under the old system of long 

poles, as there is no avoiding the necessity ol cutting 

off the vine, in order to raise and carry the pole to the 

box for the hops to be picked; however,,a device has 

been patented by North & Cummings, ol Middlefleld, 

Otsego county, N. T., which by charring five or six 

inches at the ends, after cutting the vines, by means of 

a furnace for that purpose, effectually prevents the flow 

of sap from the root, and should be used by all who cut 

the vines at picking; but to those who are so fortunate 

as to have their hops trained on short stakes and twine, 

I would recommend by all means not to cut the vine at 

all, not even the arms, but to use baskets or light boxes 

to pick in, and move them along under the vines as 

needed. The vines can be brought down to the neces

sary hight for the pickers, by slipping the twine off the 

top of the stake. Experience which is the best of 

teachers, forces us to believe that this is tho only true 

way to pick hops without detriment to the best inter

ests of the plant itself. 
F. W. COLLINS. 

irnniii i lyiim n m ^ — 

H o w different would our country appear if good 

farming w a s the rule instead of the execution. 

NOTES FROM CANADA. 

MESSES EDS.—The weather during the last half of 

July proved fine and warm, enabling the hay crop and 

most of the fall wheat to be secured in good order. 

Rain came on the first of August, lasting till the fourth. 

Since then, the weather has been cool and variable, a 

heavy shower coming on about every third day, and as 

I write it is raining steadily. Much of the barley crop 

it is feared will be badly injured; the crop being a heavy 

one, was a good deal lodged, and takes time to dry after 

being cut. Spring wheat is a heavy crop, but late, and 

ripening slowly, showing signs of being badly rusted. 

New fall wheat is coming into market; the quality, 

however, is decidedly inferior, and prices very low, 

rust affected it considerably. Roots of all kinds and 

corn are looking well, and the pastures are in fine con

dition to carry stock through till winter in first rate 

order. 

So far, I have heard less grumbling than usual among 

the farmers, but the present unfavorable weather will 

tell materially against thespring grain crops which have 

become our main dependence, since the advent of the 

midge has made fall wheat a precarious crop. Midge 

proof wheat has been tried in many places in Canada 

with great success, so far as kecping.out the little yel

low fly is concerned; but I fear much of it is badly 

rusted. I would advise all who can obtaiu it, to sow 

no other this fall;. at the same time it is well to mako 

sure of getting the genuine article, as no doubt many 

seed dealers will take advantage of the great demand 

to make large profits by mixing it with other kinds, or 

even selling old sorts for midge proof, a cheat which can 

only be detected by those who have seen and handled 

the genuine article. 

I see my notes in the August number of T H E F A K M B B 

has been copied into a lpcal paper here, and some inter

ested party has undertaken to pitch into me about the 

so called " wine plant" in a long article, but as some

body has plants or wine to sell, I can appreciate his 
getting them advertised, for nothing, and havo no 

objection to any one making or drinking " rhubarb 

wine," but want to see things called by their right 

names, and guard the public against being-humbugged 

into believing that the " Myatt wine plant" is anything 

else than the common garden rhubarb under a new 

name. A variety originally came from England, under 

the name of "Myatt's Victoria Rhubarb;" and being 

very juicy, and of a little better flavor than the old 

sorts, has been taken hold of, and propagated by some 

speculator who changed the name to "Myatt's wine 

plant." Any nurseryman eould furnish plants at half 

the price they are being sold at, as wine plants, to those 

who wish to go into the business of making " rhubarb 

wine." MAO. 

-ca.^xmi 
SHADE. 

How refreshing is the picture on tho next page, 

where the cattle switch their tails and stand with their 

feet in the running brook. There our friend also takes 

his c:so, grateful for the quiet rest which he there en

joys, free from the turmoil of a busy city. Let the 

world m o v e on, the farmer under the green trees can 

rest m i n d and body in quiet and undisturbed repose. 
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Stfrticttltuftii 
MEETING OF THE AMERICAN POMO

LOGICAL SOCIETY. 

THE meeting of the American Pomological Society 

which has been published to be held at St. Louis, on 

the 4th of September, has been postponed for one year. 

The following are the reasons given in a circular, 

signed by Marshall P. Wilder, President, and James 

Vick, Secretary: 

"Whereas, The American Pomological Society was 

ordered to be convened at St. Louis, Mo., on the 
fourth day of September next, for the purpose of hold
ing its Eleventh Session; and, 
"Whereas, the existence of Cholera in several of the 

cities of the United States has become manifest, thereby 
creating more than usual precaution in regard to visit
ing places distant from home: 
" Therefore, in consideration of this fact, and also of 

the fact that there is a small crop of fruit in many parts 
of our country, the undersigned, by and with the advice 
of the Executive Committee and other leading Pomolo-
gists, docs hereby postpone and defer the meeting of 
said society to the year A. D. 1867, when due notice 
will be given for its assembling, in the aforesaid city 
of St Louis." 

THE GARDEN. 

THE gardener has had, upon the whole, a pretty favor

able summer in Western New York. The drouth of 

July, was short, although very severe, while it lasted— 

the scorching sun, and drying winds, converting„the 

moisture near the surface of the soil into vapor very 

rapSdly. W e are of the opinion that vegetation, during 

dry weather must receive most of its moisture from the 

atmosphere, through its leaves and stems. W e dug 

post holes the latter part of July, in clover, and found 

no signs ot moisture to the depth of 2 1-2 feet̂ -yet the 

clover was growing. 

A soaking rain on the 3rd and 4th of August relieved 

the parched a?id withering vegetation, and insured the 

corn and potato crops. Two years ago we had a very 

dry June and July, and a wet August. The potato crop 

was large. Last year July aud August were dry, and 

although September was tolerably moist, potatoes were 

light. 

July was an excellent time to kill weeds. With such 

a drying atmosphere, weeds would not retain their vital

ity many hours after their connection with the earth 

was severed. Let those which the rains oi August havo 

brought forward, be destroyed, and they will be scarce 

another year. The directions for garden labor, in Sep

tember, are few, and simple. 

Beans— should be pulled as soon as ripe, thoroughly 

cured, and either shelled or threshed immediately. 

Where there is but a small quantity, it is a good way to 

whip them off on the inside of a barrel. LImas will 

continue to bear until arrested by a frost, when the 

green ones should be picked and used. 

Cabbage and Cauliflower.—Among those planted for 
winter use, there will bo some more forward than the 

rest, which will mature, and should be used; otherwise 

they will be liable to crack open. 

Celery—Will want earthing up about once in two 
weeks. 

Cucumbers—Can be cut for pickles until destroyed by 

frost. 

Melons.—If frost is feared, cover larger ones with 

straw or blankets. 

Onions.—Potato onions may be set until the 20th of 

the month. Four to six inches, in rows 18 inches apart, 

is the proper distance. 

Spinach—May be sown until the middle, for early 

greens. The prickly-seeded is the variety to sow for 
winter. 

Squashes.—Those who have been so fortunate as to 

save any from the bugs, should cut them before severe 

frost; expose them to the sun until dry, and then Btore 

them in a dry, cool place. 

Turnips—Should be hoed, and thinned, whether in 

rows or broadcast. 
S M A L L FRUITS. 

Raspberry and blackberry plantations should be clean

ed out, the old eanes cut out, all new ones, save four 

or five of the largest, removed, and those that are left, 

cut back. 

Strawberries—May be set earlier in the month, with a 

fair prospect of becoming pretty well rooted before 

winter. Those transplanted in the spring, and last 

month, should be cleaned. If any one wishes to carry 

strawberry culture to the highest perfection—let him 

stop every runner after it has set one plant, and in the 

spring transplant that one plant into a new bed, well 

prepared. Such a course will improve the strawberry. 

Grapes—Will begin to ripen this month. Let them 

hang upon the vine until fully ripe. The flavor of no 

fruit is so much improved by hanging until fully ripe 

as the grape. 

HOP INTELLIGENCE. 

The South Eastern Gazette, (Eng.,)says: "goodandflnc 

hops are in improved request, at full prices, but infe

rior produce has met a slow sale at barely late rates. 

The accounts from the plantations show an indlcatioa 

of a fair average yield. At Maidstone a slight sprink

ling of insects had appeared, also at East Farleigh. 

At Loose the prospect was better than it had been since 

1859. At East Peckham it was all that could be desired. 

At Rochester the plantations looked promising, though 

the fly was on the increase, and there was an appearance 

of honey-dew. At Canterbury, there was a continued 

Improvement noticed. The backward vine had grown 

rapidly, aud in the more forward yards there was a 

capital show of bur. There was a total absence of 

blight. The American system was in operation in that 

neighborhood, and in the opinion of practical men, was 

far superior to the old. At Favershani, blight had 

made its appearance. At Heme, a fair show for picking. 

The vermin were decreasing in Sussex; still the crop 

would bean uneven one. Hops were improving at 

Worcester." 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

T H E TULIPS. 

THE 6ummer is almost past—the 
beautiful autumn time will soon be 

here, and there is no part of the Amer

ican season so really delightful as the 

autumn months ; none so favorable 

for planting, grading, road making and 

general garden work. Our springs 

are short, uncertain, and almost al

ways unpleasant. Nothing that can 

be done in the fall to forward spring 

work should be neglected, and with 

proper forethought very much can be 

accomplished. There-seems to be a 

general disposition to leave as much 

as possible until the spring, instead 

of leaving as little as possible. Hun

dreds of persons every spring order 

from nurserymen and seedsmen, tu

lips, hyacinth, and crocuses—just 

about tbe time they are in flower, and 

when it would be the greatest folly to 

remove them. At the proper time 

they were neglected—perhaps forgot

ten, or if remembered, the work defer

red until spring. 

All the hardy bulbs should be plant

ed in the autumn. This is the only 

proper season, and as the time is nearly 

at hand, v. word reminding our read

ers of the fact, will not be unprofit

able we trust to the readers of T H E 

F A R M E B . 

Although there are many Bulbs of 

great beauty, yet if confined to one 

class, we should certainly select the 

Tulip as the kiDg of the bulbous 

tribe. Tbey are are so perfectly hardy, 

so easy of culture, so gorgeous in 

coloring, so varied in 6ize, form, & c , 

so well timed in their season of flow

ering—that we know of nothing that 

would compensate for their loss. It 

Is no wonder, then, that the Tulip 

has been a favorite with the lovers of 

flowers for more than a century; 

while atcertain times the rage for the 

Tulip has amounted to a general and 

ridiculous mania. Nothing in the flo

ral world we have ever known, can exceed the beauty 

and brilliancy of a good bed of Tulips. Those who 

have only seen a few common, poor, straggling speci

mens, may not readily believe this ; but it is neverthe

less true. 

Then the Tulips are so easily cared for. Obtain your 

bulbs, which can be had at quite reasonable prices, in 

Octoberor November. Plant them in any good mellow 

soil, about three inches deet>. L'cfore winter cover the 

bed with straw, leaves, or manire, as a protection 

from winter frosts, and the work Is done. Early in 

the spring the leaves will begin to appear, and iu May 

the flowers. After flowering, the bulbs can remain ii 

the ground, or be taken up and put away in boxes 01 

drawers until the next October. 

The earliest of all the Tulips is the Duo V A N THOL. 

They often flower here early in April, with the Cro

cuses, and many of the varieties are exceedingly bril

liant. The flowers are borne on short stems, only flvt 

| or six Inches in height. There are several single varie 

ties—yellow, white, scarlet, red, gold, striped, &c, and 

one double—red. 

Following the Duo V A N THOL, wc have next the 

TomiNESOJS, containing only two varieties—the orangt 
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and red, and yellow; both double, and magnificent 

flowers. Following the Tournesces, and in fact some 

varieties flowering at the same time, we have a large 

and most brilliant class of E A R L Y SINGLE TULIPS, and 

this perhaps the most useful of all. They are of all 

colors, and flowering before the sun becumeshot, con

tinue in bloom a long season. They can always be 

depended upon for a brilliant and enduring bed. It is 

also a very extensive class, some of the catalogues con

taining a list of fifty or more varieties. 

The D O U B L E TULIPS have be?n much improved of 

late years, and are now of fine form, and as large as 

Peonies. They are of all colors—yellow, the different 

shades of red, striped, &c. They should have a place 

in every collection. Every one will be pleased with 

them. W e give an engraving of a good double flower. 

The L A T E TULIPS are taller than the earlier varieties 

with tough, wiry flower stems, some eighteen inches 

in hight. Mostly beautifully striped, and with large, 

well-formed cups. 

The P A R R O T S are a brilliant class, petals long, loose 

and ragged, and hence not much esteemed by florists. 

Each flower generally has three colors, as crimson, 

yellow and green, with fine fringed edges. Nothing is 

more gay than a bed of the Parrot Tulips. 

LIST OF VARIETIES OF PEARS FOR 
FAMILY USE. 

SELECTED FEOM LISTS RECOMMENDED FOR GENERAL CULTIVATION 

BY TUB NATIONAL POMOLOGICAL SOCIETY AND OTHER 

HORTICULTURAL AND FRUIT GROWERS ASSOCIATIONS. 

•WRITTBN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY "A. P.1* 

I SHALL recommend only such established varieties 

as are obtainable at all good nurseries of any consider

able extent, and include none but those that have been 

sufficiently tested to warrant theirselection, leaving all-

new and untried sorts, no matter how promising or rare 

they may be, to amateurs, nurserymen and experiment

ers. Farmers and fruit gardeners should always plant 

very sparingly, if at all, of any new and untried varie

ties of fruit trees, however strong the temptation. 

Still, whenever a new variety has been partially tested 

for a few years in different localities and by competent 

growers, and every thing results favorably, then it is 

well that farmers and fruit growers obtain a tree or two 

for the purpose of testing its adaptability to their soil 

and location, before planting it largely, and thereby 

avoid the risk of failure on a large scale. By growing 

and fruiting a variety for a few years, they may then 

decide with less risk, and perhaps avoid an investment 

that would otherwise prove unremuneratlve, unsatisfac

tory and embarassing. 

SUMMER VARIETIES. 

Madeleine, Rosteizer, Doycnn D'ete &c, Tyson, 

Beurre Giffard, Manning's Elizabeth. 

AUTUMN VARIETIES. 

Howell, Duehesse d' Angouleme, Bartlett, Louise 

Bonne de Jersey, Beurre d'Anjou, Seckel, Buffum, 

8heldon, Doyenne Boussoek, Beurre Diel. 

WINTER VARIETIES. 

Dana's Hovey, Lawrence, Winter Nellis, Prince's 8t 

Jermain. 

Some parties have objected to the selection of Dana's 

Hovey by the committee of the American Institute on 

the Greeley prizes, on the ground that it had not been 

sufficiently tested in different localities to warrant 

their placing itjon their list for general cultivation. 

But as five out of six members comprising the commit

tee had fruited it themselves and found it unobjection

able, and in their opinion a great acquisition to our Ust 

of winter varieties after due deliberation they felt justi

fied in placing it on the list, and I trust they will never 

have cause to reverse their decision. 

I would recommend Dana's Hovey and Lawrence as 

the two most profitable varieties for fruit growers to 

cultivate for market. Some persons recently objected 

to Dana's Hovey on account of its size, alleging that 

when the trees become plenty, and it receives only 

ordinary care and culture (which means no cultivation 

at all) it will then be no larger than the Seckel, and con

sequently worthless. I would say in reply to all such 

advisers, and all cultivators, that unless they intend to 

and are positive they can give fruit trees the best of care 

and culture, they had better not plant, for it certainly 

will not pay to plant fruit trees and neglect their cul

ture. A man who has the means and neglects the cul

ture of his trees, does not deserve any fruit. And as 

the size of Dana's Hovey and the Seckel, I would sug

gest that when the quality and flavor of the Hovey is 

equal to those I have tasted, they will always command 

a high price in the New York market, however small 

they are; and the same would apply to the Seckel, if it 

could be brought to market in good condition at the 

same time with the Hovey. Quality rules especially 

with such excellent varieties as the Seckel and Hovey. 

W e trust that no one will deny the fact that the Law-

renco is par excellence the pear of its season. It has no 

rival. Next to these for market, I would name Beurre 

Did, Beurre Clairgeau, and Seckel. For amateurs, 

and those having abundant room and means for thorough 

culture, I would add the following well tested and val

uable varieties to select from. But when I name these 

as additional, I object decidedly, to substituting any of 

these for any on the list before named. Those are all 

indispensable, and no collection will be complete with

out all of them:—Beurre Bosc, Beurre Superfln, De»-

monnes, Beurre Hardy, Steven's Genesee, Clairgeau, 

Urbaniste, Langclier, Windsor Belle, Swan's Orange, 

Queen of August, Belle Lucrative, Jones Seedling, 

Osband'B Summer, Paradise d'Automne, Brandywine, 
Easter Beurre. 

KEErrNO RO S E S IN BLOOM.—It is said roseB may be 

kept almost continually in bloom by tho following 

treatment:—As soon as the flowers have opened and 

bloomed one day, the decaying flower should he cut 

away, cutting back to a good strong bud from which 

will come a new stein and flowers. It would be but 
little trouble to make the experiment. 

KEEP melons and cucumbers clean while growing 

and fruiting. 
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PENNSYLVANIA FRUIT GROWERS' 
SOCIETY. 

THE summer meeting of this society, (formerly East

ern Pennsylvania Fruit-Growers,) was held at Pitts

burgh on the 13th and 14th of July. 

Friends were there from N e w York, N e w Jersey, 

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and Maryland, as well 

as from the various districts of Pennsylvania. From 

conversations with these gentlemen w e learned that 

except in N e w Jersey, fruits crops have been almost a 

total failure this year. Dr. Warder said the scarcity 

at Cincinnati was such that Strawberries that usually 

brought from 3 to 5 cents per quart, (pretty low if 

reported right,) brought this year" from 30 to 50 cents. 

The hardy Raspberries, as well as the " other" kinds, 

had been killed by the winter. The Grape crop was 

the only one promising much. 

Dr. Massey, of Maryland, said there would be about 

one-third of a crop of Peaches. Pears and Apples were 

Oetter. 

E. Satterthwait, of Montgomery County, gave a dis-

oouraging account of all his fruit crops. 

Parker Earle, of Cobden, Illinois, referred to Dr. 

Hull's orchard, w h o grows Peaches and plums on alter

nate trees. The curculio has a preference for the plum. 

By perseverance in the jarring process, tolerable and 

profitable crops were obtained regularly. 

3. M. Jordan, of St. Louis, spoke favorably of the 

Grape crop there, especially Concord. Strawberries 

and Cherries nearly failures. 

A n interesting discussion on the merits of underdrain

ing, in connection with profitable fruit-growing, took 

place between A. W . Harrison, J. J. Thomas, and 

others, in favor of extensive underdraining, and Charles 

Harmer against its use in any but swampy places. 

The main point of Mr. Harmer was, that where crops 

were as " nearly perfection as they could be," under-

draining, though perhaps making things a little better, 

would not be enough so to make it a profitable invest 

ment. 

The main point of the opposition was that the " little 

better" of Mr. Harmer was really m u c h better, and 

" that underdraining paid" in any case. 

N o one could, of course, think of stopping at Pitts

burgh without visi'ing the world-renowned Knox Fruit 

farm. Every one went there. 

W e should suppose those w h o saw this celebrated 

place this season for the first time must have been con

siderably disappointed. The impression was so preva

lent that Mr. Knox was especially favored by nature 

with a soil, a climate, a sulphurous and smoky atmos

phere, aud other things fancied to be the sine qua non 

of fruit growing, that very little credit has been given 

him by his contemporaries for " virtue" in his system 

of management. The present season has shown his 

situation to be as vulnerable as any other one. 

The K n o x farm, of 1806, was no more like the Knox 

farm, as w c saw it in 1805, than a monkey is like a man. 

Indeed, it would be easier for a 'i progressive develop

ment" savan to show the relations of the monkey to the 

man, than it would be for us to trace the connection 

between the appearance of things this season here and 

the same things last, if w c had not been there, and had 

not w e seen for ourselves. 

W e were both sorry and glad to find things in this 

condition,—sorry for the sake of the Pittsburgh Com

missioner of Internal Revenue; aud, for the matter of 

that, for Knox's own sake, for he is a pretty good sort 

of a fellow, while his example has been of incalculable 

value to fruit-growing all over the Union,—and yet 

glad because it shows that fruit-growing is just as likely 

to be successful anywhere as it is at Pittsburgh,—all 

locations being evidently liable to occasional mishaps, 

and none being especially favored as a paradise for the 

purpose. 

Another thing interested us at Knox's. Last year 

the Jucunda Strawberry came in comparison with 

several other varieties. The merits of each had to be 

carefully weighed, and the balance deliberately thrown 

in favor of Jucunda. This year " comparisons were 

odious;" at least they should be to the Jucunda, had 

it any power in the matter, for the others were not even 

in pomological language, "good," while bad as all 

other things were, Jucunda was still a very pretty 

sight to see. Had it not been for Jucunda this year, 

w e fancy the K n o x Strawberry treasury would havo 

been bankrupt. 

So with Grapes. The Concord was doing beautifully. 

" O'er all the Ills of life victorious;" 

while if there be any good meaning to the classical 

Stat Magni Nominis umbra, it was well illustrated by 

the miserable looking Delaware's,' Iona's, Adirondac, 

& c , each of which truly "stood a shadow of a great 

name." 

It is much in the favor of the Jucunda Strawberry 

and Concord Grape, that they should do so well here, 

when others so nearly failed. 

Mr. Knox seems to be largely in the Currant line-

acres of these were looking remarkably well, and will 

pay him handsomely for losses in the failures of other 

crops : although the extra prices for short supply will 

perhaps make up somewhat. The best pick ol Jucun-

das brought 1$ per quart during our stay in Pittsburgh, 

against 75, as w e saw them last year.—The Gardener't 

Monthly. 

m « » 
B U D D I N G . — T h i s is the season for budding. Many 

fruits are propagated by budding, which may n o w be 
done, when the bark parts freely from tho wood. All 

cultivators of the garden should acquire this simple 

and m ost useful art. Save stones of all stone fruit and 

put them in the ground at once, or preserve them in 

moist earth. 

PEACHES—may be planted the usual way of growing, 

29 feet apart. If shortened in annually, as they should 

be, 12 feet. Grapes, on a trellis 8 feet high, 25 feet 

apart. Gooseberries and currants, 4 to 5 feet, and 

raspberries, 3 to 4 feet. 

To C U R E P O I S O N F R O M I V T . — R u b the part poisoned 

with sweet oil. A small portion rubbed on tho skin 

before going among the ivy will prevent taking poison. 
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finite' gept'immt 
POLITENESS. 

However wealthy, beautiful, intelligent, or well 

dressed a woman may be—however stylish her carriage 

equipage, elegant her house and grounds, and well 

managed her affairs—if she in her daily contact 

with her fellow creatures, be they servant, friend, or 

relation, habitually wound their feelings, by her reckless 

conversation, whether intentional or otherwise, she 

cannot be considered a lady. 

• But aside from this unmistakable evidence of a truly 

unladylike character, there are often little acts per

formed which indicate impoliteness, but whieh are un

wittingly done by those who otherwise would be entitled 

to be considered as nature's true gentlewoman. W e 

propose to mention a few things whieh have come 

under our own immediate observation, aud whieh 

appear to us to be impolite. For instance, if a neigh

bor lend you any article of furniture or household 

utensil, capable of receiving a high polish, but which 

at the time of lending to you was rather dull, it would 

be manifestly rude in you to give it a high degree of 

lustre before sending home. Is n >tthe lack of courtesy 

evident ? Can it not bear the construction that you 

assume to teach your neighbor that you understand 

better how to clean and adorn than she? May it not 

seem that you think her too careless in such matters. 

It certainly may, and yet the thought may be as far 

from you, as pole from pole. 

It is always a sign of a lack of good breeding where 

a lady makes her dress, your dress, or the conduct 

of her servants the basis of conversation, and 

nothing so reprehensible as the habit—or, even the 

first occasion of entering a neighbor's house, when the 

family are absent" and holding conversation with the 

servants, even when no improper information is 

obtained. 

It is rude to urge another too pressingly to visit you, 

to stay to tea, &c, and to insist upon a reason why 

they cannot do " so and so." They may have reasons 

which they do not wish to tell any one, and are by your 

entreaty compelled to give a false statement. 

But we have met with persons who on all ordinary 

occasions appeared polite and agreeable, making and 

receiving calls without showing any unladylike dispo

sition, but who, when allowing themselves to .become 

at all excited, talked and acted in a manner far from 

courteous. 

The following conversation which actually occurred, 

will give you an idea of this. One of the young ladies 

of a family residing not far from us, and who are really 

excellent people aside from a peculiar obtuscuess In 

regard to propriety on occasions—came hurriedly one 

morning not long since to our back door and Inquired 

for "Mrs. Burns." 

" There's no Mrs. Burns here," said our intelligent 
Bridget. 

"Yes there is: she is your washerwoman." 

" W e have no washerwoman, I do the washing." | 

" Well, Mrs. Burns is here, and I want to see her." 

"I will call the mistress," said Bridget, So w» 

came. 

" Good morning, Miss. F.—won't you come in?" 

" No, I can't stay; I want to see Mrs. Burns." 

" Mrs. Burns ! I know no one of that name." 

" Why, yes you do, she washes here." 

" I have no washerwoman. I have a girl, and she 

does my washing." 

" Why, yes you do ! She told me that she had washed 

for you, and was going to do so every week till you get 
a girl." 

" Why, I have a girl now, and have had her for some 
time." 

Bridget all this time stood in the kitchen observing 

.and to be observed. 

" Here is my girl—there must be some mistake." 

"Oh, no mistake at all! I have known her for year'. 

and she never told me a lie, and besides I saw kw 
here." 

This was too much; we burst out laughing, over

come with the ludicrousness of the contradictions. 

Our earnestness and good nature, seemed to have its 

effect, for turning to leave, she said, " Well, perhaps 

she made a mistake in the name—but I certainly under

stood her to say Mrs. , and I thought I saw 

her hanging out the clothes last Monday. This was 

all the apology deemed necessary, and she nods to us 

as we meet on the street, and probably has forgotten 

that she ever came on the washerwoman errand. 

There are many incidents and conversations which 

we have seen and heard, and which might add interest 

to this article, but our space is limited. The subject 

needs but to be introduced. Our intelligent lady read

ers can, by careful examination of their past conduct 

and a little observation of future experience, become 

better acquainted with politeness, and at the same timo 

be enabled to lend their influence to make tho world 
at large happier and better. 

DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

PICKLES—Mangoes.—Mango pickle Is made by stuffing 

small young and quite green musk melons of smooth 

skin, with any kind of vegetables that grow in your 

garden and aro fit for making pickle, such as small, 

round onions, nasturtions, rauish pods, pieces of cauli

flower, bits of carrot and horse radish, small cucumbers, 

&c, rejecting beets, which would discolor the -whole. 

Proceed as follows: cut from the melons—largo cucum

bers will do just as well, and may be used with tho 

melons if desired—a small piece large enough to ad

mit the finger or end of a spoon for the purpose of 

cleaning, out the pulp and seed. After doing so care

fully, return each piece to its own melon, and lay on 

one side till all are done, treating the large cucumbers 

in the same way. At the same time prepare all the in

gredients, skinning the onions, &a. Pack in a crock, 

and pour ovor them scalding water and salt, and allow 

them to remain four or five days. Do not make the 

brine too strong. 

When they are ready to pickle in vinegar, take them 
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from the brine, and let them drain from four to six 

hours. Then take each melon or large cucumber and 

stuff with two or three onions, a small piece of cauli

flower, radish pods, » small cucumber, tomato, &c, 

allowing a teaspoonfull of white mustard seed to each. 

With a darning needle and cotton sew on each lid 

firm enough to hold it in its place. When all are done, 

pack in a stone crock, filling up the spaces on the sides 

of the melons with whatever part of the ingredients 

you may have left, thus economizing in the use of the 

vinegar. Boil in a porcelain or brass kettle sufficient 

vinegar to cover them well, with the addition of a 

piece of alum, a. few red peppers, green ginger, &c, 

rejecting cinnamon and cloves, which should only be 

used in making sweet pickles. Pour boiling hot over 

the pickle, cover and set aside. They will be ready to 

use in a few days. The mustard seed may be procured 

at the druggist—costs about three'shillings a pound, is 

called white, but is really yellow—a six gallon crock 

well packed with vegetables will require about one gal

lon of vinegar to cover them well. A half pound to 

three-quarters of a pound of mustard seed, a quarter of 

an ounce of mace, and three or four red peppers will be 

sufficient spice for the whole. Allow for this quantity 

at least half an ounce of alum. 

Higdom.—This pickle is made of onions, tomatoes, 

carrots, celery, cauliflower, and any kind of vegetables 

chopped up fine, allowed to 6: and a while in a little 

Bait, set to drain, afterwards pouring over it hot spiced 

vinegar. 

Tomatoes and Onions.—Green tomatoes sliced, onions 

ditto, salted and drained; pour on hot spiced vinegar. 

To Dry Parsley.—Gather and lay each stem separately 

on a paper or pan in a good hot oven. Do not close 

the door. Stay with it, and do not let it blacken. It 

will dry almost immediately, and may be crushed 

from the stem and bottled ready for use. If properly 

done will be as green, if not greener than when gathered. 

O N I O N PICKLE.—October is the prqper month for 

making this pickle. The onions should be white and 

round, and none used larger than a hickory nut. If the 

roots and stems are cut off with a sharf knife, aud the 

onions then covered with boiling water, allowed to 

stand for some time and drained, the operation of 

peeling may be performed without affecting the eyes. 

After peeling, throw them into hot salt and water, and 

allow them to stand for one week in a cool place. 

Afterwards strain well and pour over them the best 

vinegar to be got, well spiced with peppers, mace and 

mustard seed. When white vinegar can be had, the 

pickle is much handsomer in appearance. 

COMMON SENSE COFFEE. 

WEITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY "MADELINE." 

ALL the coffee compositions that I have tasted yet,--

and they are twenty, I think, have more the flavor of 

those three-thousand-years-old mummies, the dust of 

one of which I got in my mouth, by imprudently try

ing to peep down the old chap's throat, than they do 

like any christian coffee. And yet quite half our peo

ple -who pretend to drink coffee, like the poison,— 

nasty stuff—because it is all bitter, and black, and 

thick, and tastes like nothing else on earth; so they 

say, " That's jolly good coffee !" Please permit me to 

tell what happened here in the coffee line. It won't 

take long, and is in itself instructive. 

John, that's my bachelor, boarding-out brother—said 

one night:— 

" Sis, the old lady and all our boarders up at our 

house, want to try your ' Common Sense Coffee.' 

Wish you'd let me have some to carry up." 

" Yes, certainly;" and I was going to put up a pack

age, but happening to catch C 's eye with a queer 

quirk to it iu passing, I took the hint, and had'nt got 

enough coffee fixed for Mrs. L.'s family. " Come down 

for it, to-morrow evening, John." 

"All right, sis," and the following evening John 

came down aud carried off a pound of our coffee. 

Last evening John came down, and reported:— 

" I like your ' Common Sense Coffee' better than 

any other coffee I ever drank—always did. But none 

of our folks up there like it. Can't drink it. Say it 

tastes so queer. They like tho real essence—pure 

coffee." 

" Yes, they get it, don't they ? I know where your 

landlady buys her 'essence,' and who manufactures it, 

and what it is made of—damaged rye, burned black; 

damaged, sour New Orleans molasses, burned bitter. 

Mixed aud muddled, and put into four ounce cans, and 

sold for pure essence of coffee, at 30 cents per can— 

costs seven cents." 

" Now, look here, John—I'll tell you, and you tell 

your coffee drinkers up there, that that coffee they 

can't drink, is the purest, highest priced Java coffee 

that can be had in this city. Not » particle of any

thing but pure coffee in it. W e bought it green, 

roasted and ground it ourselves for the occasion. So 

you see your drinkers of ' pure coffee' are not the best 

judges of the material." 

Our 'Common Sense Coffee' is made of one-third 

Rio coffee, at 28 cents per pound, and two-thirds 

Canada peas as we buy them 10 cents per quart. That 

makes us three pounds of coffee for 88 cents. W e roast 

and grind them together, use the same quantity that we 

should of coffee alone; put the material in the coffee 

pot at night, pour in a pint of cold water, let It steep 

till morning;, then fill up and heat, taking care to let 

it come just to a boil, and no more. Then off with it, 

pour out and drink, and there is very good coffee, and 

something besides. As the pea contains 93 per cent, 

of nutriment, aud only 13 per cent has been roasted 

out, and our coffee is two-thirds peas, we have some

thing more than 50 per cent of food iu our cup of 
1 Common Sense Coffee.' 

REMARKS.—This is an excellent substitute, but we 

have discarded all kinds of composition coffee. - W e 

have used almost all sorts of "quack stuff" on trial, 

but have comeback to the original "Java." It is 

quite as cheap in the long run. Get pure, fresh roasted 

coffee, and sec It ground—you then have the plea

sure of u genuine cup of delicious coffee, and no 

"trash."—ED. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



288 THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

IpSftllKIMMu 
T H E A R T OF VISITING.—Some people visit nearly all 

the time, and so waste their own lives and their friend's 

substance; some rarely visit at all, and so deny them

selves and their neighbors one of the greatest pleasures 

of social existence. Some people make visits so short 

that they are not worth the trouble they cost; others 

stay so long that the visit becomes a " visitation" like 

a fever or a famine. As use is always essential to excel

lence in any art, oaly those who have a certain amount 

of practice know how to visit well, while those who 

visit too much, sin in another way, and become bad 

visitors from imprudence and carelessness. But wc 

are writing the essay which we began with simple sug

gesting, and will only add, in conclusion, that all rules 

must vary more or less with the character of the visitor. 

As an old epigram says— 
u What smiles and welcomes would I give, 

Some friend to ste each day I live ; 
And yet what treasures would I pay 
If some would always stay awaj !" 

BEAUTIFUL.—At a Sabbath school anniversary in 

London, two little girls presented themselves to receive 

the prize, one of whom recited one verse more than 

the other, both having learned several thousand verses 

of Scripture. The gentleman who presided inquired: 

"And could you not have learned one verse more, 

and thus have kept up with Martha?" 

" Yes, sir," tbe blushing child replied; "butI loved 

Martha and kept back on purpose." 

" And was there any one of all the verBes you have 

learned," again inquired the president, "that taught 

you this lesson ?" 

" There was sir," she answered, blushing still more 

deeply: "In honor preferring one another." 

BE KIND TO YOUR MOTHER.—She guarded you when 

well, and watched over you whin sick. She sat by 

you when fretful, and put cooling drinks to your lips, 

and spoke soothing words in your ears. She taught 

you to pray, and assisted you in learning to read. She 

bore with your faults, and was kind and patient with 

your childish ways. She loves you still, and works 

for you, and prays for you every day you live. No one 

is so kind or so patient with you as she. No one loves 

you so much. Are you kind to her ? Do you love 

her ? Do you always obey her ? 

FRENCHMAN: "Madame, you sharge ver mooch too 

big price for zat room." Landlady: " Oh, you know, 

we at the watering-places must make hay while the 

sun shines." Frenchman, (indignant): "Madame, you 

shall ncvare make de hay of me. You must not zinc 

zat because flesh is grass, zat you can make hay of 
me!" 

WE Bhould give as wo receive, cheerfully, quickly, 

and without hesitation, for there is no grace in a bene

fit that sticks to the Angers. 

LIFE.—Life is an enigma. W e are here to-day—all 

activity and bustle, and to-morrow we are gone. We 

die, but the world moves on as when wc were actors 

on the stage. As we drop away, others take our place 

and we aro scarcely missed. Thus, since the creation; 

man breathes, moves, and dies. If there were not a 

solution to this enigma, beyond the confines of the 

grave, how dull, meagre aud unsatisfying would be the 

few hours we pass on earth. 

HAPPY HOME.—Hamilton says that six things are 

requisite to make home happy. Integrity must be the 

architect, and tidiness the upholsterer. It must be 

v.-armed by affection, and industry the ventilator, 

renewing the atmosphere, and bringing fresh salubrity 

day by day, while over all as a protecting canopy and 

glory, nothing will suffice except the blessing of God, 

VALUE OF KNOWLEDGE.—Knowledge is the true 

alchemy that turns everything it touches into gold. 

It gives us dominion over nature, unlocks the store

house of creation, and opens to us the treasures of the 

universe. 

NOT MISSED.—If your sister, while engaged in a 

tender conversation with her sweetheart, requests you 

to bring her a glass of water from the adjoining room, 

you can start on your errand, but you need not return. 

You will not be missed. 

" FIRST class in astronomy stand up. Where does the 

sun rise ?" " Please sir, down in our meadow ; seed it 

yesterday." " Hold your tongue, you dunce. Where 

does the sun rise ? " "I know—in the cast." "Right 

" Aud why docs it rise in the cast, my boy ?" " Because 

the ' east' makes everything rise." " Out, you booby, 

go to the back seat." 

Two Irishmen were travelling to Portland, Me., 

when they stopped to examine a guide board. "Twelve 

miles to Portland," exclaimed one. " Six miles apace, 

jist," said the other. And they trudged on, apparent 

ly well gratified at their suddeu proximity to the forest 

city. 

AT Adrian, Mich., a lady saw an engine house with* 

steeple, and innocently asked a gentleman attendant, 

" What church is that?" The gentleman, after read

ing the sign, " Deluge No. 3," replied, " I guess it 

must be the Third Baptist!" 

" PA didn't I hoar you say tho other day you wanted 

a cider press?" "Yes, daughter; where can I get 

one ?" " Why, you try ' Zcku' Stokes; he hugged me 

the other evening at the party, an' I tell you, he made 

me grunt!" 

Two men fired at an eagle at the same time, and 

killed him. An Irishman observed, " They might have 

saved their powder and shot, for the fall would have 

killed him." 

AP P R E H E N S I O N of ill the best pleasures will spolh 
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(MftM'isi ®aWe, 
T o Our Patrons and Agents. 

As we draw near the close of the volume, for the year 

666, we cannot but feel grateful to our numerous 

Agents in all sections of this vast country, for the liberal 

manner in which they have labored with us to extend 

the circulation of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . Commenc

ing the publication of this paper after the time when 

clubs were made up for 1866, and with every obstacle to 

Overcome, which always meets a new paper, we had 

great faith we should succeed; and it will be gratifying 

to our host of readers to know that T H E F A R M E R is 

rapidly increasing in circulation, and that it is gaining 

In public favor with every succeeding number. And 

for this we are chiefly indebted to our numerous cor 

respondents who have so liberally contributed to its 

columns. 

T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R is the Practical Farmer's 

Own Paper. In its pages they can meet and discuss on 

friendly ground, drawing out the ideas, opinions and 

results of practical observation from experienced far 

mers and other writers, who have written for the agri 

cultural press for a number of years. Therefore, to our 

intelligent correspondents and our voluntary agents, 

we are indebted for placing T H E F A R M E R on a solid and 

enduring basis, and it is cheering to us to know, as we 

do from our numerous letters, that T H E F A R M E R is giv

ing general satisfaction. W e shall spare no efforts or 

expense to make the future numbers still more inter

esting and profitable. Our list of correspondents is 

gradually increasing, which will make the paper still 

more valuable. 

As the time is now approaching to form clubs, for 

1867, we desire to call the attention of our friends to 

that fact, and hope they will still labor with us to fur

ther increase our list of subscribers for 1867. 

With the new volume we shall have a fresh design for 

our heading, which we think will give general satisfac

tion ; and with other arrangements which are in progress 

for better paper, and better illustrations, we hope to 

make the next volume, for 1867, still more worthy the 

liberal patronage T H E F A R M E R has enjoyed during the 

present year. 

At the agricultural fairs, whieh are soon to be held in 

erery county and State, will be a good opportunity to 

interest those who do not take the paper, and to form 

clubs. Let all our friends and readers Bpeak a good 

word for T H E F A R M E R , when they meet their neighbors, 

and ask them to subscribe. It is the cheapest agricultu

ral journal in America, and no farmer can well refuse 

•o small a sum when asked to subscribe, at our club 

rates, for the Practical Farmer's Own Paper. Form 

dubs early, for 1867, and as they are sent in, wc will 

eater the names on our books, and send to all new sub-

Bcribers the remainder of this volume free. Now is the 

time to get up clubs, and with this number we issue a 

tupplemenl, containing our list of Premiums, which are 

open to all. W e desire to compensate our numerous 

agents in some way for their disinterested efforts, and I 

hope they will do all they can to create a large circula

tion for the " Farmer's Paper" for 1867. 

Inquiries and Answers. 

Miss B. asks, " How can I get rid of lice on fowls ?" 

Our method when troubled with these pests, has 

always been to give the hen house a thorough cleausing, 

then a good whitewashing, filling up all the cracks 

with lime, and afterwards sprinkling the floor and 

roosting polls with ashes or dirt. Get some corn meal, 

and boil it, mixing in with it when cold, some powdered 

sulphur, and feed to the fowls once or twice a week, 

and continue until all the lice have skedaddled. A lit

tle sulphur well rubbed into the feathers will be a 

great impetus to their departure. This plan has never 

failed to clear them out, and our fowls are seldom 

troubled with them. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I have eight peach trees on the north 
Bide of my house that never bear. Can some of your 
readers tell me what to do with them? Tliey are thrifty 
to all'appearance, and loaded every spring with blos
soms, but which fail to mature. What is the cause, 
and is there any remedy ?—J. S. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—Will your correspondent "F. W . 
C," inform me where I can get a bushel of hop root* 
to plant out, and what the expense would be. If you 
will let me know, you will oblige. Yours,&c, G. A. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I take your paper and like it very 
much, and should like to have the following questions 
answered through your columns :— 
1. Do bees smother in the winter, or freeze, as they 

do with me, with plenty of honey in the hive, and the 
hive put into a snug place ? («) 

2. What will keep moths out of the hive, or kill 
tbem when in it ? (6) 
3. Would putting them in the cellar prevent smoth

ering in the winter, and would it be iujurious to the 
bees to be in the dark ? (c) 
4. What kind of clover makes the most honey for 

bees? (d)—Young Farmer, Mills Co., Iowa. 
(a) Bees both smother and freeze to death. The 

greatest loss is caused by suffocation. Top ventilation 
is important in winter. 

(6) W e know of no way of keeping the moth out of 

the hives or destroying them when in. J. II. Graves, 

of this city, invented a moth detective bottom, and it 

is said to be the best remedy known. 

(c) A dark dry cellar is good for wintering bees, bill 

a thorough top ventilation is indispensable. 

(of) White clover is our main dependence for honey. 

Very little is obtained from red. 

T H E L A M B F A M I L Y KNITTINO MACHINE.—This valo-

able invention is fast gaining in public favor, and we 

are glad to learn that the demand is very great for thi,« 

labor-saving machine. The Lamb machine is acknowl

edged by all competent judges to be superior to any 

other now manufactured. It has taken the highest. 

premium at every State and County Fair where 

exhibited, and obtained the gold medal at the last fair 

of the American Institute, New York. It will do any 

kind of knitting desired, and is fast becoming an 

household necessity. 

T H E latest returns (July 21.) of the cattle plague give 

207 cases for the week, and a total of 251,085 attacked. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

Agricultural ExiiiMtlozts for 1S.GG. 

State Ifairs. 

California Sacramento Sept. 10-15 
Canada West Toronto Sept. 2-1-27 
Illinois Chicago Sent 25-28 
Indiana Indianapolis Oct. 1-6 
Iowa Burlington Sept. 18, 21 
Kentucky Paris Oct. 1-6 
Kansas Leavenworth Oct. 9-12 
Louisiana N e w Orleans Nov. 20 
Minnesota Rochester Sept. 11-14 
Michigan Lansing Sept. 12-14 
Missouri St. Louis Oct. 2-6 
National Horse Fair . ..Kalamazoo Oct. 2-6 
N e w England Brattleboro Sept. 
N o w Hampshire Manchester Sept. 18-21 
N e w York, Saratoga Sept. 11-14 
. Ohio Dayton Sept. 25-29 
Oregon Salem Oct. 17- "" 
Pennsylvania Easton Sept. 25-2S 
"Wisconsin Janesville Sept. 25-28 
Vermont Brattleboro Sept. 11-14 

C o u n t y U'atirs. 

NEW TOP.K. 
Albany Albany Sept. 25-28 
Cattaraugus Olean Sept. 18-20 
Chenango Norwich Sept. 18-20 
Delaware Bloomville.. Sept. 25-27 
Genesee '. Batavia , Sept. 19-20 
Jeftcrson Waterloo Sept. 18-20 
Livingston .- Geneseo Sept, 26-27 
Monroe Eochester Sept. 18-20 
Niagara Lockport Sept. 19-81 
Cortland Sept. 19, 20 
Putnam Carmel Sept. 12-14 
Queens Minneola Sept. 27, 28 
Eensselaer ' Troy Oct. 2, 4 
Seneca Waterloo Oot. 2-4 
Susquehanna Valley.. .TJndilla Sopt 26-28 
St. Lawrenco Canton Sopt 25-27 
Tompkins Trumansbnrg Sept. 19-21 
Washington Salem Sept. 19-21 
Wayne Palmyra Sept. 27-29 
MAINE. ' 
Waldo Belfast Oot. 8-5 
Franklin Farmington '. Oct. 8-5 
Aroostook .... j...... Houlton Sept. 26,27 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Merrimac Eiver Concord Sept. 25-27 
VEKMONT. 
Addison Middlebury Sept. 19-21 
Caledonia St. Johnsbury .Sept. 18-20 
Chittenden Burlington Sept. 19-21 
Eutland Eutlaud 
Windham Newfano Oot. 8,4 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Barnstable Barnstable Oct "9 
Bristol Taunton Oct 2 
Berkshire Pittsfleld, Oct 2 
Essex Haverhill Sept. 25 
Franklin Greenfield Sept 27 
Housat'onio Great Barrington ........... Sept 26 
Hampshire, Franklin and Hampden, Northampton,.., . Oct 4 
Hampshire Amherst ' Sept. 25 
Hampden Springfield Oct. 2 
Hampdon East Palmer , Oct 9 
Highland '. Middlofield Sept IS 
Hooslc Valley North Adams Sept. 16 
Middlesex Concord Sept 20 
Middlesex South Framlngham Sept 18 
Middlosex North Lowell Sept 2T 
Martha's Vineyard West TiBbury Oct. 10 
Knntuckcl Nantucket .Sopt. 26 
.Norfolk Dedham Sept. 27 
VI-/mouth Brldgowator Sept. 27 
V/.'uttaly Whately Oot 2 
VV-ji-eester Worcester Sept 20 
Wa.Menter West Barre • -Sept. 27 
'.V M-ce.iter North Fitchburg Bept 25 
W orcester South Sturbridge : Oct. 4 
Worcester Southeast... Milford Sept 25 
CONNECTICUT. 
Pequabnck Bristol Oct 10 
PENNSYLVANIA Bodes Nowtown Sept 25. 20 Chi«ter WestoheBter .Sopt 27 26 

Northampton Nazareth Oct 25 
Susquehanna Montrose Sept 19, 20 
OHIO. 
Ashtabula... Jefferson Sept 5 T 
Ashland ......-t Ashland Oct 21 4 
Clinton .'."'.: Wilmington Sept 19-21 
Columbiana ,,. New Lisbon Sept 25-27 
Champaign •/.-<.; Urbana Sept. 26-28 
Delaware - Delaware Sept 19-21 
Erie Sandusky Sept 18-21 
Franklin Columbus Sept 11-14 
Garrettsville (Portage Co.) Oct. 8-6 
Greene , Xenia. Sept. 12-15 
Geanga Burton Sept 25-27 
Geauga, (free,) Claridon Sept. 18-20 ' 
Harrison Cadiz Oct. 8-5 
Highland Hillsboro Oct 8-5 
Loraine Elyria Bept 11-14 
Licking Newark Oct 8-5 
Muskingum Zanes ville Sept 12-14 
Portage . Eavenna Sept 19-21 
Plymouth (Kichland Co.) Sept 25-21 
Eichfield (Summit Co.) Sopt 26-28 
Seville ... .- (Medina Co.) Sept 20-28 
Summit Akron Oct 2-5 
Stark Canton Sent 25-28 
Twinsburg Twinsburg Sept 4-6 
Trumbull Warren Sept. 19-21 
Warren Lebanon ..i Sept 5-t 
KENTUCKY. 
Bourbon Paris Sept 8-6 
Central Kentucky Danville Sept 
Harrison Oynthiana Sept 18-21 
Nelson BnrdsJ:own Sept. 18-21 
Warren Bowling Green ' Sept. 18-20 
. NEW JEESEY. 
Monmouth Freehold Sept 19-80 
Morris Morristown Sept 10-U 
MICHIGAN. 
Clinton St Johns Sept 27-88 
Jackson Jnekson Sept. 26-28 
Washtenaw Ann Arbor Oct 8-6 
ILLINOIS. 
Cass Virginia Sept 4 -« 
DeKalh Sept. lf-20 
Jackson -. Sept 18-80 
Macon Decatur Sept. 17-21 
Oglo Oregon Sopt. 18-20 
Peoria Peoria Sept. 19̂ 81 
Stark Toulon Sept 5-1 
WISCONSIN. 
Brown Green' Bay Sopt 26-27 
Lafayette Darlington Sept. 27-89 
Polk Osceola Sept 18-19 
Horse Show Milwaukee Sopt 11-18 
Sauk Baraboo Oot 19-ffl 

IOWA 
Cerro Gordo Mason..... Sept 20-;21 
Central District Dos Moines Sept 11-18 
Floyd Charles City Sept 19*20 
Page Clarendon Sept 20-88 
Soott Davenport Oct 8-7 
CANADA 

.Toronto Sept 84-87 

Literary Notices, &c. 

THE PHEENOLOGICAL JOUENAL for August-

Contains portraits of Beni. Franklin, Lewis CasB,.C. 
F. Brydges, Brunell, Mrs. Parkhurst, & c , with articles 
on Responsibility; Sowing and Reaping; the Servant 
Question; Getting Married, Writing, the Philosophy 
of Phonography; H o w to Live; Air and SuiiligW; 
Summer, aud its Lessons; Over Eating; Head and 
Body; Man Monkeys; Insanity, and Religious Excite
ments; Physiognomy, Time, Tune, Veneration, Doa
ble Chins, Large Ears, &c. 20 cents, or $3 a year. 
Fowler & Wells, N. Y. 

v/u^nai tTCBLuutiBLOr nop*, "i, *u i . _ „ m •»-. 

Doyiestoirn -,.,.. .Eoyleatowa .....Oet d,91 G B T up a clttMor T H E F A B M E K . 
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THE AMERIC. 

Notes o n the Weather, from July loth to 
August 15th. 

WHEN the last notes wore given to July 15th, we 
were in the midst of the lieated cycle, as it proved to be. 
For taking five days, ending with the 17th, the mean 
heat was S3.4; the hottest day, the 15th, 86.3°, and 
its noon, 93°; but the hottest noon, 95° on the 16th, 
and the day, 86.0 ° This is the hottest five days on 
the record of 30 years. The successive days at 90°, 
and above, never have exceeded four, and above SO = 
only on three days in succession. The hottest noon or 
2 p. M., was 103 °, in 1845; and the next hottest, 98 o, 
but rarely above 95 ° or 96 o. This was a very hot 
period, wide over the country, and more severe, and 
on more days at the South. 
The mean heat of last half ot July was 72.8°, and 

the general average, 71.0=; and the mean of themonth 
was 74.3°, exceeding the general average, 70.7 by 
8.60 °. The hottest month in 30 years, was July, 1857, 
74.8°, only half a degree higher than the present. The 
hottest half month was in June, 1858, 77.7°, last half. 
The rain of the month only 1.36 inches; very small 

and getting dry. Harvest of wheat chipfly in the 
fourth week, and admirable weather for haying and 
harvesting. Crops exceed the anticipations, contrary 
to the predictions. 

A U G U S T came in dry, but in four days there fell 2.33 
Inches of water, and all n'ature smiled again. In the 
first half we had 3.80 inches from the rains, chiefly on 
the 3d and 4th, the 10th and 13th. The potato crop and 
the grass much improved by the rains. 

This first half has been cold for August, the mean 
heat being 64.9 =, and exceeded by the general average 
five degrees, that being 70.0 o W e have had this half 
month colder once in 30 years—1839, and then only 
one-tenth degree lower, 64.8°. The hottest noon, 
76 °, and hottest day 87.3 °. On the 15th, the lower wind 
was from the northeast; clouds low and rain-like, the 
barometer above the average, and rising all day. When 
the lower clouds disappeared towards evening, the 
upper were moving from the west or northwest, as they 
were the day before, and doubtless had been all the 
time showing reason why the clouds were rainless. 

The pleasant weather for the for tnight has advanced 
farming operations, while the fall harvest has become 
promising. With some diseases of the season, the 
health of this section is uncommonly good. Flowere 
and fruits of the season too abound. What a call for 
gratitude and praise. 

Prize Essay Number. 

IK our next, we shall publish a lot of valuable essays, 
which we have received in response to our call in pre
vious numbers, and which we think will be worth more 
to our readers, than a year's subscription. W c shall 
have the number out early, so that all new subscribers 
for 1867 may at once receive their first number. All 
new BUbscibers for 1867 sent in this month will com
mence with the October number of this year.. v Let all 
our friends try and increase our list of subscribers. 
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lExtrin.-.s f r o m Letters. 

"J. F. W." writes us from Green Co., Wis., under 
date of August 12th, as follows :— 

M E S S R S EDS.—It has rained for two weeks past on an 
average of every third day, and yesterday, Saturday, 
commenced about 1 A. M., and rained almost incessant
ly until 7 p. M. Wheat is mostly cut, and in shock, and 
reports are that many shocks and bundles lying on the 
ground are sprouted ' right smart,' and the prospect 
is that much will be spoiled. 

"The crop is full an average. Oats are very heavy 
and badly lodged. Corn in the first part of the season 
did not promise much, but for three weeks past has 
come on rapidly. Hay was a good crop and plenty; 
but the last of hay'ng was wet, and some was not saved 
good, Fruit prospects are very fair considering tho 
State of Wisconsin, which will in time be a good fruit 
State, the opinion of some to the contrary notwithstand
ing. Buckwheat, not much sown in this vicinity. 
Markets lower:—Wheat, §1 to 1.25; corn, 45e; oats, 
28c; hay, |6; wool, 40c to 50c; butter, 25c; eggs, 12c; 
beef, $4; hogs, $8. The abundance of rain for a few 
days past will give a start to grass for fall feed." 

"J. W . P." writes us, August 13th, from Middleburgh, 
N. Y . — " Crops look well through the valley, and nearly 
all secured. Hops are backward, hanging in blow ten 
days longer than usual, and in many yards there is 
blight." 

H. A. P E A S E writes us from West Virginia as fol
lows :—" It is very dry here. The corn crop will be 
short. There was not half a crop of hay, Wheat 
better than a year ago. Fruit generally a failure. M y 
tobacco crop will be light. I am tho only one in this 
neighborhood that raises the weed." 

F R O M our Hammonton, N e w Jersey correspondent, 
we learn that" the strawberry crop was almost a failure, 
but the blackberry crop has been equal to last year in 
cash reeeived. Several of our fruit growers have net 
$1,500 to $2,000, and that too, in a season dryer than ever 
before known. W e are having a fine rain to-day, (Aug 
13th,) and with one exception, tho only rain that has 
soaked the ground since early in June. Yet with all 
thisdrouth, crops grow well and none havebeen injured 

THE MABKETS. 
EOCHESTER, Aug. 20,1866. 

FLOUE—White wheat, $14@$15.00. Eed, $13.00@13.50. 
GEAIN-White wheat, 240@250c. Eed, 220@225c. Corn, 8De. 

@90e. Barlcv, 75@S0c. Oats, 45c@50. Eye, 85©90c. 
HOPS—80@70c * 
WOOL—4i@u0c. 
PEOVISIONS—Lard, 22c, Butter, 2S@30o. Eggs, 20c. 

Cheese, 15@19. Potatoes, 75c. 
NEW YORK, Aug. 38. 

FLOUE—Market for 8tste and Western flour is 10 to 16 
cents lower.- Superfine State, $6.CO@$8.00; Exlia State, $7.50 
@*9.10: choice State, $9.15@$10.25; Sunerfmo Western, ,$6.00© 
$8.10; common to medium extra Western, 7.60<gi$ $9.60. Com
mon to good shipping brands extra round hoop Ohio,$9.00@10.8B. 
Eye 1! -, !f.-..^".r«!$li.50. 
GEAIN—Wheat—Chicago spring, 222c; New No. 1 Milwaukee 

225 • new amber State, 278@2S5. Eye active and Armor at 85® 
BOc ' Canada, 110c. Corn—8U@Slc for interior, and S0@82^cfor 
«hippiu» mixed Western, 77>£o for damaged, and 9Sc for white Wr:,i..n. Oats-48@47o£oi-gMoago,4-i@52e for Milwaukee, 64 @55c Iowa, 08o for Jersey, and 59c tor State. 
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WOOL—Market dull and somewhat irregular, at 50@62%c for 
•• " ----- for T< " 

California. 

domestic fleece, 67c for tubbed, 84@30c for Texas, 88@87c for 
-California. 
HOPS—Market quiet at 15@55c for American and 55®75c for 

foreign. 
PROVISIONS—$82.56@82.87 for new mess—closing at $32.62 

rash; $80.25@80.75 for old mess; and $.27.25(§>27.75 for prime. 
Cat meats— 15@t6J£c for shoulders, and 20@22cfor hams. Lard, 
18%@21&c. Butter, 20@38c for Ohio, and -)0@42)jc for State. 
Cheese, 6@19c for common to prime. 

BUFFALO, Aug. 18. 

F L O U E — N o . 1 spring wheat at $10.50. 
GRAIN—Wheat—Michigan at 230c Corn—69>f @70c for No; 

1,69c for No. 2, and 68)^0 for Toledo. Oats—prime No. 1 Chi
cago at 89c. No. 1 Milwaukee Eye sold at 80. Green Bay held 
atSOc 
PEOVI8IONS—Pork, $84.50. Lard, 21c 'for city, and 21>f @ 

33c for Western. 
CnicAoo, Aug. 18. 

G E A I N — N e w wheat, 186@195 for No. 1, and 185@184cfor No. 
% Corn—56%@57%c for No. 1, 55%@56Xc for No. 2. Oats 
dull at 27)tf @29c for No. 1, and 25@25>ic for No. 1. 
PROVISIONS—Mess pork $34. 

* The hop crop both In this country and England will be light, 
»o that prices mil probably rule higher than ever before. From 
private information from England, wo learn that the hops are 
not looking well in that country, and will not yield half last 
year's crop. The season for picking will be late in this countr y 
as also in England and on the continent of Europe.—EDS. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
B A T B S O P ADVERTISING—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a line per 

month; one column, each Insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver

tisements and cuts inserted at the same rates. Special notices* 

50 cents a line. 

G R A P E V I N E S G R O W N , 
B Y PERRY'S PATENT—merit their superiority in size, 

vigor, and healthy growth, by the ample room given them 
in the construction of m y patent. Half a million vines are 
grown at this establishment. Send stamp for return postage on 
price list, or two red stamps for retail catalogue, containing cut 
and full description of m y patent method of propagating. Ad
dress, F. L. P E R R Y , Canandaigua, N. Y. sep -tf 

T O B U Y O R S E L L , 
T R E E S AND PLANTS, TREE SEEDS AND CUTTINGS, 

at the beat market prices. Send for T H O M A S W R I G H T ' S 
Wholesale Lot Price list, containing an immense amount. Col
lected from fruit growers, nurseries, and reliable sources gener
ally No. 85 Arcade, Rochester, NT Y. 

sop-It* 

VICK'S 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 
OP 

HARDY BULBS, 
FOR THE AUTUMN OF 18 66, AND 

F-IL.OR.A.IL. G-UIDE, 
b now pabltshed. It contains descriptions of the belt 

Hyacinths, Tulips, Crocuses, Lilies, &e., 

With fall descriptions and plain and full directions for Planting, 
Culture, Prices, &c. Illustrated with numerous fine engravings, 
and a beautiful colorod plate of the 

Single and Doable Tulip and Scilla. 

My importations from the best Bulb Growers of Holland aro this 
season larger than ever before, and I flatter myself the finest lot 
of Bulbs over brought to this country. 

THIS CATALOGUE AND GUIDE 

Is published for tho benefit of my customers, and I will forward 
it to every ono as rapidly as possible. To all others, I charge 10 
oeats per copy, which is not half the coBt Postage prepaid to 
all. All lovers of flowers who design to, plant Bulbs this fall 
will find it to their Interest to obtain m y catalogue. 

Address, . J A M E S T I C K , 

•<*-* Rochester, B. T. 

W O O D - S A W I N G M A C H I N E R Y . —FARMER* 
H O R S E - P O W E E S , &c, &c For Illustrated Clreulaie, 

containing description, &c, *fcc, address, 
J. W . M O U N T , Medina Iron Works. 

sept-tf Medina, Orleans Co., N T T . 

P H I L A D E L P H I A , 
T H E LARGEST, BEST, AND MOST PRODUCTIVE, 

Hardy Raspberry. Stood uprotccted 16° below, and 105» 
above zero, and averaged over $12 per bushel the past summer. 
Metcalf's Early and Agriculturist Straw

berries—Wilson's Early a n d Klttattlnny 
Blackberries. 

Other Vines, Plants, and Trees for sale. Send for Catalogues 
gratis. W I L L I A M P A R R Y , 
sept-4t Cinnaminson, N. J. 

N A T I O N A L , C I G A R M A C H I N E . 
P U T MONEY IN THE PURSE BT MAKING TOUB 

own cigars, thus saving for yourself the large profits made 
by dealers. With this machine yon become a cigar maker with
out learning the trade. It makeB cigars at an expense of only % 
cent each, as good as are sold for 5 and 10 cents each, thus saving 
more than the cost of this machine in the first 200 cigars it 
makes. This is a great selling article for agents, as it has only 
just been introduced. Sent anywhere, with full directions for 
using, on receipt of $3. Address, G R A N V I L L E M E A D E , 
Thompsonville, Wis. , sept-4t 

« 

THE 

M O T H E R ' S 

JOURNAL ,J 
A N D F A M I L Y VISITANT, 
is a Monthly Magazine for Mothers and the Household, embellish
ed with Engravings and Music. It is practical in purpose, sab* 
stantial In matter, attractive' in style, and furnishes a salutary 
Christian Literature for the Family. To aid Mothers In their 
noble but difficult work, and to make the household healthy, 
happy, useful, and good, Is the object of T U B J O U R N A L . 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF A YEAR. 

Five copies, f 7. Ten copies. $18. Single numbers, 15 cents. 
Agents wanted in every church, town, and village, to secure sab* 
scribers. Direct allletters to M O T H E R S ' J O U R N A L * 
sep-tf BOO Broadway, N e w York, 

A G E N T S W A N T E D — F o r the only work of the kind 
yet published—the book for every household, containing 

popular biographies of the 

HEROES OF THE WAR, 
who brought the great Rebellion to % triumphant close—to bt 
found in J. T. H E A D L E Y 1 3 latest and best work, entitled. 

"Grant and Sherman, their Campaigns and 
II 

Complete in one large volume, with 80 eteel portraits, kattk 
scenes and maps. The most attractive work ever offered to 
agents. Send for terms and territory. Address, 

E. a T R E A T & CO., PnbllBhere, 
eep-lt 654 Broadway, N e w Tort. 

C H E S T E R W H I T E S . 
T H E SUBSCRIBER, tho original shipper of this popular 

breed of swine, continues to fill orders from his extqnatre 
stock and other well selected and premium stock on reasonable 
terms. Send for a circular embracing all neoessary lnfonnatloji 
for breading and management Address, T H O S . W O O D / ^ 
•ep-81* Doe S U B , Cheater Co, r \ 
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A U T U M N , 1 8 6 6 

ffWritesiflc (RmmtaA iterate, 
E S T A B L I S H E D 1830. 

W. S. Little, (Late H . E . H o o k e r & Co.,) Proprietor. 

.A. O A R . D . 

HAvnia sold all my interest in the Real Estate and 

nraery Stock, known as the " R O C H E S T E R C O M M E R C I A L 

TTR8KRIES," to m y late partner, W H L I A X S. LITTLE, Esq., I 

ike this method of expressing the hope that the good will and 

ivor which the public have so long shown towards these Nur-

irfes, m a y now be extended to them under their present propri-

!ort With ample resources, undiminished by the war, and 

nimpaired by losses, he is prepared to fill large orders, and to 

11 them well. 

His extensive grounds, conveniently located, and consisting of 

tried and excellent Boils adapted to the growth of all varieties 

r Nursery Stock; his numerous bearing specimen trees; and hia 

nproved propagating houses, will be found well worth a viBit 

o n those wishing to purchase, 

I hope and believe that the honorable position which these 

rursories have held in the public estimation, will be long main

lined in the hands of the present owner. H. E. H O O K E R . 

Rochester, N. T., January 16,1866. 

|3F" These nurseries now occupy nearly THREE HUNDRED 

LCRES of ground, all in a thorough state of cultivation. The 

ffioe and H O M E G R O U N D S , (occupying 60 acres,) are situated 

n East Avenue, one of the finest avenues of the city of Roch-

eter, in the immediate enburbs, and I cordially invite all our 

riends of these nurseries, and all those interested In horticulture, 

a visit the premises and inspect the growing stock. 

W. S. LITTLE. 

Vttradfrom the new " Circular of Wholesale Prioes"for PM 
of 1866. 

SPECIALTIES AND NOVELTIES, 
following articles are particularly noted, because m y 

stock of them is uncommonly good, on account of which, I 

believe I can offer special inducements to purchasers: 

A r b o r Vitae, S i b e r i a n — A fine lot, one and two years old. 

B e e c b a n d E l m — P U B F L E - L E A V E D — G o o d Plants, of dif

ferent sizes. 

Berberry—PuuPLB-LsAVED-For hedges—A handsome Btock. 

D e u t z i a C r e n a t a — F L O K E P L E H A — A new double-flowering 

Deutzia, perfectly hardy, and a decided acquisition. 

G r a p e V i n e s — I believe m y stock of the following varieties 

of Grape Vines is unsurpassed, at least In quality, viz.: of Dit-

A W A R E , IONA, IBBAELLA, A D I E O N D A C , C B E V B U H G , C O H C O E D ; 

and others. 

J a p a n Q u i n c e — A very extensive stock of this fine flower

ing shrub, especially adapted for making beautiful hedges. 

J u n i p e r , I r i s h — A great quantity of fine young Plants of 

this popular Evergreen. 

K i t t a t i n n y B l a c l t b c r r y — A good stock of thia new 

Blackberry, probably a great acquisition. 

P a n s y — A new D O U B L E - F L O W E E I H O pansy; quite unique. 

Price, $8 per doi. 

P i n e , D w a r f - P r m r a M O K T A K A — G o o d , stocky young Planta 

of this handsome Evergreen, now rapidly coming Into favor. 

Roses—Strong Plants on their own roots, grown from cut

tings, (not root-grafted). One of the finest assortments of 

Hybrid Perpetual* that can be found. 

loffer to Nurserymen, Dealera, Planter., and aH interested in the cultivation of T R E E S and P L A N T S , our m w A L L A B M AMP 

n s A 8 8 0 E T H E H T OF W U B B E B Y STOOK, consisting of all the 

STANDARD AND DWARF FRUIT TREES, SMALL FRUITS, VINES, &C. 
Also every description of 

Hardy ornamental Trees, Snrubs and Plants. 
iy Send for the New Circular. Address, 

W M . S. L I T T L E , Rochester, I*J. Y. 
eep-tf ^-—z^^rr=z=^^=n^3^^ 

DR. H. S. MILLER, 

3D E N" T I S T , 
TS ALWAYS READY TO ATTEND TO THE NECESSITIES 
I of those desiring Dental Services, and the puWio are assured 
that for promptness, as well as quality and price of work be 
will give entire satisfaction. 

T E E T H E X T R A C T E D W I T H O U T P A I N . 
Call and see ns. Remember the number—over 

69 STATE STREET, KOCKESTEB, H. T. (Wert Side.) 

w 
G R A P E V I N E S . 

OFFEE FOR THE FALL TRADE a very superior 
lot of m and two-year old Iona, Israella, Adirondac, 

leliware Concord, Diana, Hartford Prolific, and otter promising 
JSeHeTbVthe^o«n>indred, or thousand. Wehaveaddea 
O 7 M Irevtously Urge assortment, O S E - H A L F of the stock of 
^ " S r l y grown and sold under the name and firm of 
TBabcoek & d , and Babcoek & Hoag, which enables us to fill 
a r g M r T o f ^ ^ leading varieties. W - a j J - t g J * * 

tfplloanta. Lockport Grape Nurseries, 

^Hi *. Import, ft t. 
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C I B E R W A N T E D . 
T H E SUBSCRIBER vfill furnish Casks and pay Cash for any 

quantity of 
P U R E C I D E R , 

<ielivered at the Railroad or Canal. For further particulars, ad
dress, HORACE WILLIAMS, Agent. 
Buffalo, N. Y. - my-6t 

PERUVIAN GUANO SUBSTITUTE. 

. BAUGH'8 

RAW BONE SUPERPHOSPHATE OF LIME, 
For all Crops and. Plants. 

[SUCCEED BY 

C^I MKRK"\ 

BAUGH AND SONS, 
Patentees and Sole Manufacturers, Philadelphia. 

. In constant and successful use throughout the Atlantic States 
for twelve years past. , Recommended by some of the most 
practical agriculturists in the country. A single trial will con
vince any farmer of its value. 
Sold in all the principal towns In the country. 

BATJGH, BROTHERS, & CO., 
General Wholesale Agents, 

181 Pearl St., New York. 
JUST PUBLISHED. 

" How to Maintain the Fertility of American Farms 
and Plantations." 

Thirteenth Edition. Eighty-four pages. Mailed free of *nargo 
upon application. na-2t 

P R E M I U M 

CHESTER WHITE PIGS 
FOR S A. H. E . 

SENT BY EXPRESS TO ALL PARTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

FOR CIRCULARS AND PRICES, ADDRESS, 

N. P. BOYER & CO, Gum Tree, Chester Co., Perm. 
jy-tf 

P R E S E R V E Y O U R F R T T I T . 

SPEUOEE'S 
PATENT SELF-SEALING 

FRUIT JARS. 
THE MOST RELIABLE, 
A. Perfect Success. 

The Easiest to Open and Close. 

Till Produce the Greatest and Most 
Perfect Vacuum1, without which 

Fruit will not Keep. 
• |3F" Consult your interests and buy 
'no other. Wholesale headquarters, No. 

m 28 Exchange St.. 
my-5t COLEMAN & BARNES. 

B O O K S F O R F A R M E R S . 

For Sale at the Office of the American Farmer. 

Allen's Farm Book $1.50 
Allen's Rural Architecture 1.60 
Bridgman's Fituit Manual .r... : 75 
Bridgman's Young Gardener's Assistant. 2.00 
Brown's Field Book of Manures 1.50 
Buist's Kitchen Gardener 1,00 
Burr's Garden Vegetables 2.50 
Canary Birds, Manual for Bird Keepers 50 
Coles' American Fruit Book 76 
Dadd's Horse Doctor 1.60 
Dadd'B Cattle Doctor 1JS0 
Danas Muck Manual., • 1.00 
Downing's Fruits and Fruit Trees of America 8.00 
Downing's Cottage Architecture , 3.00 
Darlington's American Weeds and Useful Plants 1.75 
Everybody's Lawyer 1.60 
Farmer's Every Day Book 8.00 
Farm Drainage—French 1.50 
Field's Pear Culture 1.26 
Flax Culture .:-. 60 
Fuller's Grape Culturist 1.50 
Hop Culture 40 
Gardening at the South 1.25 
Horse and his Diseases, by Jennings 1.60 
Horse Doctor, or Complete Farrier 15 

je Taming, by Rarey.-, IB 
Johnson's Elements 1.26 
Johnson's Agricultural Chemistry 1.75 
Klippart's Land Drainage 1.50 
Klippart's Wheat Plant 1.50 
Langstvoth on the Bee , 2.00 
Manual of Agriculture, by Emerson and Flint — 1.00 
Miner's Poultry B O O K , * 60 
Miss Beecher'B Domestic Receipt Book ......' 1.50 
Munn's Land Drainer , 75 
M y Farm of Edgewood 2.00 
Anion Culture 25 
Our Farm of Four Acres 80 
Phin on Grape Culture 1.50 
Pardee on Strawberries 75 
Quinby's Mystery of Bee Keeping 1.50 
Rogers' Scientific Agriculture 1.00 
Sloan's Homestead Architecture, 200 engravings 4,00 
Ten Acres Enough .... . 1.60 
The Practical Shepherd, by Randall 2.00 
TheFarm LOO 
The Garden ' l.M 
The House 1.M 
ThoBarnYard •».-.. 1.00 
The American Rose Culturist JO 
The American Florist's Guide 75 
Tobacco Culture Jj 
Todd's Youne: Former's Manual l.w 
Tucker's Annual Register 80 
Wet Day» at Edgewood 2.00 
Woodward's Country Homes, , J.W 
Woodward's Graperies aud Horticultural Buildings.... 1.60 
Woodward's Grapes and Wine Ijjj 
W a x Flowers 2.00 
Youatt on Cattle • J-M 
Youatt on the Hog J-™ 
Youatt on the Horse »•»! 

MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

DETROIT AND CHICAGO AND WEST. 

F O U R E X P R E S S T H R O U G H T R A I N S leave Detroit dally, 

(Sundays excepted,) at 6.40 and 9 A. si., and 6.S5 and 10.46 r. «•> 
on arrival of trains from the East 

The passenger coaches on day and sleeping palaeos on night 

trains, are unequalled for comfort, smooth running, and vontils-

R, N. RICE, General Superintendent. 
W . K. M O T E , Ass't. Gen. Supt'nt, Detroit. ' 
JULIUB Movius, Buffalo. " T " 

A R T A N D PASTIOTE. 
F O R TWENTY-FIVE CENTS, 1 will send by,mall, free, 

directions whereby any one can master the beautimiart 
of either Antique, Oriental, or Grecian painting, Ornamantai 
Leather, or Cone wrK , W M . II. W H I T E , • 
sep-tf ' South Windsor; Conn. 
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T H E G K E A T FAOTIL.Y S E W I N G M A C H I N E . 

E L A S T I C S T I T C H 

SEWING MACHINES, 
Are Superior to all others for the following reasons: 

1. They sew direct from the spools, and require no rewinding 
of thread. 
2. They are more easily understood and used, and less liable to 

derangement than other machines. 
3. They are capable of executing perfectly, without change of 

adjustment, a much greater variety of work than any other 
machine. 
4. The stitch made by these machines is much more firm, 

elastic aud durable, especially upon articles which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch. 
5. This stitch, owing to the manner in which the thread is in

wrought, is much the most plump aud beautiful in use, and 
retains this plumpness and beauty even upon articles frequently 
washed and ironed until they are worn out 
6. The structure of the seam is such that, though it be cutor 

broken at intervals of only a few stitches, it will neither open, 
run, or ravel, but remain firm and durable. 
7. Unlike other machines, these fasten both ends of the seam 

by their own operation. 
8. With these machines, while silk is used upon the right or 

feco side of the seam, cotton may be used upon the other side 
without lessening the strength or durability of the seam. This 
can be done on no other machine, and is a great saving upon all 
articles stitched or made up with silk. 
,9. These machines, in addition to their superior merits as 

instruments for sewing, by a change of adjustment, easily learned 
and practiced, execute the most Deautiful and permanent em
broidery and ornamental work. 

GBOVER & BAKES S. M. CO. 
495 Broadway, New York, 

ap-tf or, 48 State St., Eochester, No. 1. WOODBUPFS No. 2. 

wy-3* 

IMPROVED PORT ABLE 

BAROMETER! 
Every intelligent farmer knows 

the value of a good Barometer, par
ticularly in haying and harvest, 
when its indications of a coming 
storm will often enable him to save 
valuable crops from damage and 
waste, and repay many times its 
cost There is hardly a business 
or occupation in which a Barometer 
will not prove useful and profitable. 
Since, by the Invention of the 

Woodruff Instrument, 

they are made safely portable, so I 
that a very beautiful and nicely fin
ished Barometer, correct- in princi
ple, and perfect in construction, can 
be readily obtained by all at a very I 
small cost, their use is becoming I 
universal. 

" It Is the best Barometer for gen
eral use." 

American Agriculturist 

" It Is really a good, practical^ por-

"The very best Barometer, and 
very cheap. 

Mother's Journal. 

AGENTS W A N T E D EVERYWHERE. 

Send stamp for circulars. 
All kinds, sizes and styles of 

Thermometers of Superior Quality I 
and Finish, constantly on hand or | 
made to order. 

Address, CHARLES WILDER, 
Peterboro, H. H. 

KNITS A STOCKING SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE,— 
it sets up its own work, knits tho heel into the stocking and 
narrows off the toe, leaving only a small opening at the heel, 
and no hand-knitting. It knits any size, without removing 
needlos, from two loops, forming a cord, up to its full capacity; 
widens and narrows by varying the number of loops, and knits 
the Wide Single Flat Web, the Double Flat Web, the Plain 
Bibbed Flat Web, and the Fancy Bibbed Flat Web, with sel
vedges. 

NO OTHER MACHINE IN TIIE WORLD CAN DO ANT 
OF THESE THINGS : 

It rKnits Shaw.ls, Hoods, Nubias, Sacks, Breakfast Capes, Jack
ets, Shirts, Undersh'irts, Drawers, Children's Cloaks, Boy's 
Suits, Comforts, Smoking and Skating Caps, Snow Shoes, Leg-
gins, Affghans, Cravats, Suspenders, Purses, Tidies, Gloves, Mit
tens, & c , &c. Knits a Yard of Plain Work in T E N M I N U T E S : 
a pair of socks complete in half an hour. For Families, Wool 
Growers, Manufacturers, Merchants, &c, it is the most money 
making and labor-saving invention of the age. 

ITXS SIMPLE, DURABLE, AND EASILY OPERATED. 
The Sewing Machine is confined to sewing together parts of 

fabrics. The Knitting Machine actually Manufactures the fab
rics and fashions them into garments. Its owner thus pockets 
A L L T H E PROFITS. W o m e n are earning from $15 to $25 per week 
knitting Hosiery and Staple and Fancy Worsted articles. The 
Farmer doubles the value of his wool by converting it into knit 
goods. His girls or boys prepare it for the market without ex
pense. From 100 to 150 per cent profit on every article produced 
by it Highest Premium Gold Medal s awarded it at the late Fair 
of the American Institute, N e w York, T H E EXHIBITION O F T H E 
MASSACHUSETTS CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION, BOflTON^THE HIGHEST 
PREMIUM AT EVERY STATE AND COUNTY PALE Where it hflS been 
exhibited, ECLIPSING A L L O T H E E MACHINES. 

Detroit, Michigan, 158 Jefferson avenue. 
S. B. Chicago office, 79 Washington street 
St Louis, Mo., 24 North Fifth street. 
Davenport Iowa, 24 North Brady street 
^^"Sendior Circular, enclosing stamp. 

LAMB KNITTING MACHINE MANUFACTURING CO., 
au-tf ROCHESTER, N. Y. B E W A R E ! — T h e newspapers are crammed with adver

tisements, and the mail with circulars of scamps and 
rogues who resort to most plausible and ingenious dodges to 
defraud the public. Imposition often lurks where least suspect
ed, and every one would do well to read the new edition of 
R O G U E S A N D R O G U E R I E S , the most interesting and Instructive 
book ever issued, exposing all swindles and humbugs. 124 pages, 
illustrated, only T W E N T Y - F I V E C E N T S . Sent post-paid by J. 
C. B A N E Y & CO., 109 Nassau street, N e w York. Also— 

S E C R E T S W O R T H KNOWING.—Valuable Re
ceipts on various subjects, very few of which are to be had 

elsewhere. Receipts for all kinds of patent medicines, per
fumery, toilet articles, soaps, wines, cordials, delicious beverages, 
candies of all kinds, and innumerable articles in universal de
mand. It is an excellent work for druggists, storekeepers and 
others, who desire to manufacture popular and saleable articles 
which cive an extremely liberal profit Every one will find It 
useful For reference. T W E N T Y - F I V E CENTS. 

C O M I C L I F E A N D A D V E N T U R E S O F 
J E F F . ©AVIS.—A little book which has had an im

mense sale. Contains some forty illustrations—some full page. 
TEN CENTS. 
OARTffilE, T H E C R E O L E SPY.—One of the best 

6tories of thrilling and fascinating adventure ever issued. 
Contains as much matter by actual measurement as an ordinary 
twenty-five cent novel. Illustrated with numerous engravings. 
10 cents. 

H A N D B O O K O F V E N T R I L O Q U I S M . — So 
plain and simple that any one can acquire the art. Also 

tells how to make the Magic Whistle for Imitating birds, ani
mus, &c. F I F T E E N C E NTS. 

M E R R Y M A N ' S M O N T H L Y / for AUGUST—con
tains a novelty in the way of a Prize Puzzle, which no one 

should fail to see. It is the best puzzle that has ever appeared, 
and Greenback prizes are offered for solution. Sent three months 
for T H I R T Y - F I V E CENTS. Samples, F I F T E E N CENTS. 
Sold by All news dealers. wi-tf 
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SPECIAL TO AGENTS AND PATRONS!! 

THREE MONTHS FOE, NOTHING-! 

As an additional inducement at this time to form Clubs for TnE 

AMERICAN FARMER, for 1867, we offer to send the remainder 

•of this year free, (October, November and December numbers,) to 

all new subscribers to the paper for the coming year. Form clubs 

«arly. Now is tbe time. Let all friends of THE FARMEE and of 

agricultural improvement make this known, and get up clubs 

for the Practical Farmer's Own Paper. 

Tell all your neighbors that by subscribing at this timo for 

THE AMERICAN FARMER for 1867, they can have the last tJiree 

wumibdrsof this year for nothing. Now is the time to interest 

those that do not take THE FARMER, and get them to subscribe. 

For full particulars and list of Premiums, Bee supplement 

issued with this number. 

FRUIT AND ORNAMENTAL TREES 

F o r Fall of 1 8 6 6 . 

E L L W A N G E R & B A R R Y 
Invite the attention of Planters, Nurserymen and Dealers in 

Trees, to their extensive stock now offered for the Fall Trade. 

Ia the departments of 

Hardy Fruit Trees, 
O r n a m e n t a l Trees, 

Shrnlbs a.nd Plants, 
tiie collections are the most extensive and complete in the 

United States. 

Prompt and careful attention given to all 

ORDERS, AND PACKING DONE 
In the most skillful and thorough manner. 

Full particulars will be found in the following Catalogues, 

which will be sent prepaid to applicants who enclose stamps: — 

NOS. 1 and 2—Ten Cents each; No. 3—Five Cents; No. 

4—Three Cents. 

N o . 1 — A Descriptive and Illustrated Catalogue of Fruits. 

N o . 2 — A Descriptive and Illustrated Catalogue of Ornamen

tal Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Ac., &a, &c. 

No. 3—A Catalogue of Dahlias, Verbenas, PetunlaB, and select 

new Greenhouse and Bedding Plants, publishod every spring. 

N o . 4 — A Wholesale Catalogue or Trade List, published every 

Autumn. 

ELLWANGER & BABBY, 
wp Mount Hope Nurseries, Eochester, N, Y. 

W O O D C H U C K S ! M U S K R A T S ! 
F O X E S and MiNKl How to catch them—a now and sure 

method. Sent free by mail Uv $1. Address, A. B. W H I T E , 
Taompsonville, Hartford county, Conn. 

O R D E R S F O R ATIJJ AGRICULTURAL 
WORKS OK BOOKS 

Will Ik-feet witii P r o m p t Attention, 
by addressing, T H E AMERICAN F A R M E R , 

Rochester, N. Y. 

CONTENTS OF THIS N U M B E R . 
AGRICULTURE. 

September 
Work for the Month 
Something N e w 
Advance in Agriculture 
Bee Culture 
Iron, as a Vegetable Tonic 
Extravagant Importations 
Notes for the Month, by "S. W." 
Feeding Poultry . 

W e Farm "it iu the Genesee countrv—No 7.. 
Farm Talks, No. 5 
Country Houses 
The Weather and the Crops 

In Indiana 
In Western N e w York 
In Minnesota 

Smut in Wheat 
Acreage in Hops in N e w York... 
Spirit of the Agricultural Press.. 

Gapes in Chickens 
Growing Potatoes under Stra^ 
Cure for Heavey Horses 
Weeding Grain Crops 
Destroying Canada Thistles^ 
Wine Plant Hawkers 
A Cheap Smoke House 
To Save Rennets 
Source of Farm Manure 
Paying improvements ...... 
Canker W o r m Preventive... 

Prospects of the Hop Crop 
Notes from Canada HORTICULtUEE. 

American Pomological Society—Adjournment of Meeting., 
The Garden 
Hop Intelligence , 

i Fruit Growers' Society Moeting 

Politeness 
Domestic Receipts 
" Common Sense Coffee" 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Art of Visiting, &c. 

EDITOR'S 

To Our Patrons and Agents 
Inquiries and Answers 
Agrioultuaal Exhibitions 
Notes on the Weather 
Extracts from Letters 
The Markets 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Fruit Picker 
Feeding Box for Poultry . 
Shade 
The Tulip 

THE AMERICAN FARMER. 
A MONTHLY JOURNAL OK 

AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. 
ILLUSTRATED "WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS OF 

Farm Buildings, Animals, Implements, Fruits, &c. 
V o l u m e O n e T for 1 8 6 0 . 

One Dollar a Year, In Advance. 

B3T*AH subscriptions to commence with the year, and the 
entirevohime supplied to ajl subscribers. 
BSTTostmasters, Farmers, and all friends of Improvement 

are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscriptions. 
Specimen numbers sent to all applicants. 
Subscription money, if properly < nclosed, may be sent at th* 

risk of the publisher. Address, 

JOHN TURNER, 
Publisher and Proprietor, Rochester, N. T. 

BTBEBOTITED BY JAMES LENNOX, 62 BUfTAXO ST., BOOUBSTXB, K, T. 
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S U P P L E M X ^ T S T T — R O C H E S T E R , N. Y., OCTOBER 1, 1860. 

CLUBS * fltBS ! F O R M CLUBS ! 

WE feel deeply grateful for the warm response which 

our offer to send the remainder, (or last three num

bers,) of this year, has met at the hands of our friends 

and agents, who hare added so largely during the last 

month, to our list of subscribers, and would respect

fully ask all our readers to lend a helping hand to still 

further extend the circulation of T H E A M E R I C A N FAR

M E R . Now, is a. good time for those who have not 

yet done so, to commence forming clubs for 1867; and 

we feel assured, from the numerous letters which we 

have already received, that our friends in all sections 

are determined to create a very large circulation for the 

paper for the year 1867. The circulation of T H E FAR

M E R depends entirely upon the efforts of our voluntary 

agents in its behalf. In order to reward them in some 

measure for their kindness, we publish a very liberal 

premium list on page 328, and hope our friends will 

avail themselves of some of these prizes. 

With the new volume, we hope to make many im

provements, whieh have been under consideration for 

some time. Neither labor nor expense shall be 

wanting on our part, to make the next volume far 

better than the present one, so far as the general 

appearance of the paper is concerned. W e hope, there

fore, that our subscribers will make T H E A M E R I C A N 

F A R M E R widely known among their friends and neigh

bors, and form clubs early. Let all feel personally 

interested in creating a large circulation for the "Far

mer's O w n Paper," and we shall both be mutually 

benefited, and in addition feel stilt more our obligation 

to make the paper the best Agricultural Journal in 

America. _ 

From Indiana. 

OUR Morgan Co. correspondent writes us:—" Since 

m y last letter, we have had rain enough to make corn, 

and we therefore expect a large yield. Pumpkins 

look well; vines of all kinds appear to be bearing good 

fruit, but tbe melons ripen very slowly. Farmers here 

are preparing to sow wheat. I think I must tell you 

something about m y cucumbers, or at least one I saved 
for seed. It weighs four pounds and a quarter. 
Its length is eleven inches, circumference seventeeen 

inches. This is the largest cucumber I ever saw. W e 

have a large yield." 

OlIK EASTERN LETTEB-No. 5. 

BRACKETT, 

T H E weather during August, was what the farmers 

denominate, " catching," and rather bad for late hay

ing, and the harvesting of the grain crops. This year 

we have had plenty of rain, and the ground is now full 

of water; whereas, in 1864 and '65 we experienced 

drouths, and farmers were suffering for water 

for stock and domestic uses, and threatened by fire in 

every direction. The first frost of the season was in 

sheltered localities, on the morning of the 25th. 

August was a very cool month, and the indications are 

that the autumn months, will give fine weather for farm 

work. 

The crops are looking well. The grain crops are all 

harvested, and the yield is good. Our principal grain 

crops are oats and barley. W e sow but little wheat, 

but I learn, those who cultivated it this year, are har

vesting a good erop. Corn is a little late, but looking 

well. Potatoes are promising; no disease on them yet. 

The hay crop was something less than an average; 

though the old hay kept over, and the extended amount 

of fodder saved, will make up this deficiency in the for

age. Fall feed is also very good, and thus, stock will 

not come to the barn so early as In previous years. 

The apple erop will be light. Of peas and beans, this 

State raises a great many bushels, more it is said, than 

the rest of the New England States. They are yielding 

well. 
Stock.—All kinds of farm stock is in fair demand, at 

prices pretty well " up." Oxen range from $150 to $200; 

three year old steers, $125 to 8150. New milch cows 

$45 to $75. Not much demand for stock sheep yet. 

Horses are plenty, and to be had at all prices, according 

to Quality. There is much fine trotting stock in this 

State. 
Markets.-The markets for farm produce are varying at 

this season, and prices changeable. , Potatoes 45 to 50 

cts.; apples, 62cts. for cooking, ami.$1.25 for eating; 

wool dull, averaging 50cts.; eggs in good demand at 

26cts.; butter, 88cts. to 40cts.; blackberries, 15cts. a 

quart; cranberries, 10 cts. 

Agricultural Exhibitions.—During the last of Septem

ber,"^ the first of October is the season of the fiur-
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ner's annual holidays, throughout N e w England. 

tf ore than an avarage n u m b e r of County Fairs will be 

leld thiB year. Massachusetts advertises twenty-five; 

ive of which are within one county. Maine will hold 

ibout twenty of all kinds. These county exhibitions 

lave'become an institution, and are an invaluable aid 

.owards progress in agricultural pursuits. 

, Notes F r o m Canada. 

RAIN, rain! nothing but rain for the last month. It 

ained twenty days in August, and ten the first half of 

September. M u c h of the spring grain in the townships 

lorth of the Grand T r u n k Railway yet remains in the 

leld, and will be saved in a d a m a g e d condition; and 

nuch of the grain that is being n o w threshed out, is too 

lamp to be marketable ; old wheat bringing 25cts. to 

Octs. per bushel m o r e than new. T h e country is liter-

lly being eaten u p by grasshoppers, whieh are des-

royiug the grain, and even the root crops. I never 

a w them so numerous as they are the present seasou, 

nd the wet weather seems to be favorable to their in-

rease. N o frost as yet. 

O u r Provincial Exhibition comes off at Toronto, Sep-

ember, 24th, to 28th, and promises to be well attended 

nd well filled, should the weather turn favorable by 

hat time, whieh is likely, as so long a continuance of 

ret m u s t soon have an end. W e hope to see m a n y ot 

ur American friends present, and the steamers from 

toehester and Lewiston to Torouto, will give them 

;reat facilities to c o m e over, and bring stock and im-

ilements to the Exhibition. I think they will say, that 

or Exhibition will compare favorably with anything 

f the kind they can get up. All horse racing, gam-

ling, &c., will be strictly prohibited. M A C 

"F. M." writes us from Oakland Co., Mich., that 

hey have had rain there, every t w o days since the 12th 

f July. 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . 
p A K E Y O U R CHOICE! 

OI*Ei>J TO ALL! 

MORE THAN 

TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY 

ewing Machines have been sent as premiums for new subscri-

•rs to the 

JEW YORK OBSERVER. 

gimBN NKW ScitsoRiBitss will secure one of the best $55 
lowing; machines, either WHEELER * WILSON or 
(ROVER & BAKER. 

Sample Copies and Circulars sent to any address, FREE. 

Terms—83.50 a Year, In Advance. 

SIDNEY E. MORSE, Jr., & Co., 

•o*1* 37 Park Row, New York. 

T I C K ' S 
I3L.LTjeTKA.TEI> C A T A L O G U E 

H A R D Y B U P S , 
FOR THE AUTUMN OF 18 6 6, AND 

IT'IL.OR.^IL, GrTJIIDE, 
Is now published. It contains descriptions of the beBt 

Hyacinths, Tulips, Crocuses, Lilies, &e., 

With full descriptions and plain and fall directions for Planting, 
Culture, Prices, &c. Illustrated with numerous fine engravings, 
and a beautiful colored plate of the 

Single and Double Tulip and Scilla. 

My importations from the best Bulb Growers of Holland are this 
season larger than ever before, and I flatter myself the finest lot 
of Bulbs ever brought to this country. 

THIS CATALOGUE AND GUIDE 

Is published for the benefit of my customers, and I will forward 
it to every ono as rapidly as possible. To all others, I charge 10 
cents per oopy, which is not half tho cost. Postage prepaid t» 
all. All lovers of flowers who design to plant Bulbs this fall 
will find it to their interest to obtain m y catalogue. 

Address, JAMES VICK, 
Eochester, N. T. 

A D A Y TO AGENTS. 

The Fastest Selling and Best Map Ever Issued, 

LLOYD'S GREAT MAP OF NORTH AMERICA 
ox 
THE UNITED STATES CONTINENT IN 1900. 
24 square feet engraved on steel, mounted and varnished, with 
rollers, and colored in 40 States and Territories; cost $100,000 and 
four year's labor; finished to-ilay; worth $80, yet retails for $2.60; 
shows 8,000,000 places, 500 railways, and 60,800 railway stations, 
800,000 towns, villages, post otilces, cities, gold and silver mines, 
20,000 stations on the Overland, Dispatch, Mail, Telegraph, and 
Emigrant routes across the Plains and liocky Mountains. The 
whole Continent is shown, from the spot in the Arctic Ocean 
where Sir John Franklin perished, westward, through Bohrlng 
Strait, to the Facitle. and southward 25,000 miles, ai-onnd Cape 
Horn, to Greenland; water entirely sun-ounding this mighty con
tinent, all seen and comprehended at a stngle glance. By the 
study of such a map is geography only learned. This is the first 
map ever made which shows the correct course of the Missouri, 
Yellow Shine and Columbia Rivers, and their hundreds of tribu
taries. 1 refer to the War Department, or the American Fur 
Company, St. Louis. This is a map for the world to consult; a 
map for the student and statesman; a map for the crowned 
heads of Europe to ponder over—showing the greatness of tho 
United States territory, which has doubled since 1842, and its 
greatness when its wings shall have expanded over the whole 
Continent, from the North Polo to the South Sea. To insure 
this map being hung up in every house throughout the eivilized 
world, we havo engraved a large separate map of the United 
States portion of the continent, on a scale eight times as largo as 
the main map, and colored it in 4,000 distinct counties, and 
printed it on tho reverse side, so, by raising the bottom roller, 
tho County Map faces you, showing every minute village, railway 
station and distances between, and country seat. 400,000 names 
and 86,000 railroad stations. Both maps for J2.50. 
County Rights given each Agent. 
Send money for a sample, and see tho mnp first. If not sola, 

taken back on demand. Agents are avoraging 20 copies a day. 
Printed instructions how to canvass well, furnished our agents. 

Ladles do as woll as men. J. T. L L O Y D , 
American Map Publishor, 

No. 28 Courtlandt street, N o w York, 
oet-lt and No. 4 Wine Ottloe Court, London. A R T AND PASTIME. 

F O R T W E N T Y - F I V E C E N T S , 1 will send by mail, free, 
directions whereby any one can master the beautuhl art 

of eithor Antique, Oriental, or Grecian painting, Ornamental 
Leather, or Cone work. W M . II. W H I T E , 
sep-tf South Windsor, Conn. 
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r p H E G R E A T F A M I L Y S E A V I N G M A C H I N E . 

GROYER&BAKESS 
E L A S T I C S T I T C H 

SEW I N G M A C H 1 N E S , 
Are Superior to all others for the following reasons: 

1. They sew tlirect from the spools, and require no rewinding 
of thread. 

2. They are more easily understood and used, and loss liable to 
derangement than other maohines. 
3. They are capable of executing perfectly, without change of 

adjustment, a mueh greater variety of work than any other 
machine. 
4. The stitoh made by these machines is much more firm, 

elastic and durable, especially upon articles which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch. 
5. This stiteh, owing to the manner in which the thread is in

wrought, is much the most plump and beautiful in use, and 
retains this plumpness and beauty even upon articles frequently 
washed and ironed nntil they are worn out. 
6. Tho structure of the seam is such that, though it be cut or 

bruken at intervals of only a few stitches, it will neither open, 
run, or ravel, but remain firm and durable. 
1. Unlike other machines, these fasten both ends of the seam 

by their own operation. 
S. With these machines, while silk is used upon the right or 

face side of the seam, cotton may be used upon the other side 
without lessening the strength or durability of the seam. This 
can be done on no other machine, and is a great saving upon all 
articles stitcbed or made up with silk. 
8. These machines, in addition to their superior merits as 

instruments for sewing, by a change of adjustment, easily learned 
and practiced, execute the most Deautiiul and permanent em
broidery and ornamental work. 

GBOVEB & BAKER S. M. CO. 

495 Broadway, New York, 

ap-tf or, 48 State St.. Eochester, THE 

M O T H E R ' S 

JOURNAL, J 
AND FAMILY VISITANT, 
is a Monthly Magazine for Mothers and the Household, embellish
ed with Enprravihgs and Music. It is practical in purpose, sub
stantial in matter, attraetiTe in style, and furnishes a salutary 
c hristian Literature for the Family. To aid Mothers in their 
i*"ble but difficult work, and to make the household healthy, 
happy, useful, and good, is the object of T H E J O U R N A L . 

ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF A YEAE. 

Fire copies, $7. Ten copies, $13. Single numbers, 15 cents. 
Agents wanted in every church, town, and village, to secure sub-
_^i T»!.„,.. „ii ]„..«,.. *„ M O T H E R S ' " J O U R N A L , 

500 Broadway, N e w York. 

scribers. Direct all letters to 
ep-tf 

P B E M I U 3 I 

CHESTER WHITE PIGS 
3T O JR. S A. L E . 

SEST BY EXPRESS TO AU PARTS OF THE UNITED 

STATES. 

FOE CIRCULARS AND PRICES, ADDRESS, 

H, P. BOYES & CO, Gum Tree, Chester Co., Penn. 

iJ-« 
C I I E S T K R W H I T J G S . 

r p i I K S U B S C R I B E R , tho original shipper of this popular 
L breed of swine, continues to fill orders from his extensive 

utoei and other well selected and premium stock on reasonable 
terms. Send for a circular embracing all necessary Information 
for breeding and management. Address, T H O S . W O O D . 
«ep-3t* " &°* Knn, Chester <R-O,, Pa. 

E L IA B L E . 

K N I T S A S T O C K I N G S U B S T A N T I A L L Y C O M P L E T E , — 
it sets up its own work, knits the heel into the stocking and 
narrows off the toe, leaving only a smnll opening at the heel, 
and no hand-knitting. It knits any size, without removing 
needles, from two loops, forming a cord, up to its full capacity; 
widens and narrows by varying the number of loops, and knits 
the Wide Single Flat Web, the Double Flat Web, the Plain 
Ribbed Flat Web, and the Fancy Ribbed Flat Wob, with sel
vedges. 

NO OTHER MACHINE IN THE WORLD CAN DO ANY 
OF THESE THINGS : 

It Knits Shawls, Hoods, Nubias, Sacks, Breakfast Capes, Jack
ets, Shirts, Undershirts, Drawers, Children's Cloaks, Boy's 
Suits, Comforts, Smoking and Skating Caps, Snow Shoes, Leg-
gins, Affghans, Cravats, Suspenders, Purses, Tidies, GloveB, Mit
tens. & c , &c. Knits a Yard of Plain Work in T E N M I N U T E S ; 
a pair of socks complete in half an hour. For Families, Wool 
Growers, Manufacturers, Merchants, Ac., it is the most money 
making and labor-saving invention of the age. 

IT IS SIMPLE, DURABLE, AND EASILY OPERATED. 
The Sewing Machine is confined to sewing together parts of 
fabrics. The Knitting Machine actually Manufactures the fab
rics and fashions them into garments. Its owner thus pockets 
A L L T H E PROFITS. W o m e n are earning from $15 to $25 per week 
knitting Hosiery and Staple and Fancy Worsted articles. Tns 
Farmer doubles the value of his wool by converting it into knit 
goods. His girls or boys prepare it for the market without ex
pense. From 100 to 150 per cent profit on every article produoed 
by it. Highest Premium Gold Medals awarded it at the late Fair 
of the American Institute, N e w York, T H E EXHIBITION O F TTLB 
MASSACHUSETTS CHAIUTABLH ASSOCIATION, BOSTON—TUB HIGHEST 
PREMIUM AT EVERY STATE AND COUNTY FAIR Whei'6 it has b e « 
exhibited, ECLIPSING A L L O T H E R M A C H I N E S . 

Detroit, Michigan, 158 Jefferson avenue. 
B A L K S R O O M S . 

Eochester, N. Y., 26 Smith's Arcade, 
Buffalo, N. Y., 800 Main Street. 
Cleveland, O., 48 Public Square. 
Cincinnati, O., 148 West Fourth Street 
S. B. Chicago office, 79 Washington street 
St. Louis, Mo., 24 North Fifth street. 
Davenport, Iowa, 24 North Brady street 
jggr-Send for Circular, enclosing stamp. 

LAMB KNITTING MACHINE MANUFACTURING CO., 
au-tf ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

W O O D - S A W I N G M A C H I N E R Y . — FARMBR'S 
H O U S E - P O W E R S , & c , *e. For Illustrated Circulars, 

containing description, Ac, <fec, address, 
J. W . M O U N T , Medina Iron Works, 

sept-tf Medina, Orleans Co., K. T. 

P H I L A D E L P H I A , 
T H E LARGEST, BEST, A N D MOST PROJJ0CTIYE 

Hardv Raspberry. Stood uprotcotod 16° below, and 105© 
above zero,*and averaged over $12 per bushel the past summer. 
Metcalf »s Early and Agriculturist Straw
berries—-Wilson's Early and Kittattinny 

Blackberries. 
Other Vines, Plants, and Trees for Sftlo. Bund for CataloffOM 
gratis. W I L L I A M P A R R Y , 
sept-4t Oinnaminwn, X. J. 
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WM. MC'CAMMON, 
MANUFACTURER OF 

BOARDMAN & GRAY'S PATENT IMPROVED INSDLATED IRON RIM AND FRAME 

FULL, ROUND, MELLOW TONE-EASY AND ELASTIC TOUCH, ELEGANT AND ORNAMENTAL IN APPEARANCE. 

JVo.6. 
WIIOIJKHALE AND RETAIL, 

AT THE 

WAEEEOOMS, OOEFEB OF BEOADWAT AND NOETH FEEEY STEE.ET, ALBANY, N. Y. 

The INSULATED IEON RIM AND FEAME PIANO 

FOKTKS are unequalled in all that constttntes 

A PKKFECT INSTRUMENT. 
They are all made nnd(er the supervision of Mr. James A. 

Cray, who lias been engaged in the business over THII'.TY 

Theae Piano Fortes have received 

TWENTY GOLD MEDALS AND DIPLOMAS 
from the different Fairs and Institutes, 

An Illustrated Circular will be sent on application, from which 

a porson can select with full confidence that as good an instru

ment will be sent, as If tho person selected for himself. 

Address, WM. Mo< AMMON, 

(Successor to Messrs. Boarduiuu, Gray, A. Co.,) 

A I.KAN V, N. Y. 

DOTY'S 
CLOTHES WASHER, 
i using boiling-hot Bnds, snvos three-fourths 

th* labor and titm—takes out all the 
dirt—no sore hands—no ftetid air—no In
jury to the clothes. 

" It really ojerlts all the good that can 

be said of It."—Rural New Yorker. 

THE UNIVERSAL 

CLOTHES WRINGER, 
wim 

OOG-W I IEETA 

J wrings clothes almost dry, without Injury 
to the most delicate garments, and never 

gets tired or out of order. 
• HfEscluslve right or sale given to tho first reS|HinslbIe appli
cant from each town. 
.>end for Circular., giving wholesale aud retail terms. 

K.«'. B R O W N I N G , General Agent, 
'•K ('OI fl'II.AMiT STEF.KT, N R W YOKX. 

oct-tf (Opposite Merrhanls' Hotel.) 

A G E N T S W A N T K B 
FOK THE NKW I'NION I'. S. MAP. A Copper

plate Courm. liailrond, ami Knitl.-KkM M.,p. showing 
everything from the Atlantic to the Pacific; Hi by 66 Incur* ; 
and for the 

REBELLION BATTLE BOOK. 
A profusely Illustrated, TOO page, royal octavo, One Volume 
History of the Civil War, with 2«s dlstlnei buttle dcscrlpllous. 
The beBt book for ligents extant. And also for llundrt-ds of N.-w 
MapB, Charts, Engravings, and Photographs In ̂i-eat variety. 

H. II. LLOYD & CO., Publishers, 

oct-tf No. 21 John Mivot, N. Y. 

IF YOU WANT TO MAKE MONEY, 

SKNL) FOK A CIRCULAR IN RK(iARI) TO OUK 

POPULAR SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS. 
t3P-No bnslno 

$20 a day. W e publish the most 1 
>ry County. 

* pavs better or is morn agreeable 
IfMailnv. W e publish the inos 
\v issued, and want an A>:.nt In » 

oct-tt 
RICHARDSON ft CO., Publisher!, 

540 Broadway New York. 
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> according to Act of Congress, In the year 1866, by J O H N T D B N E * , in tie Clerk's Office of the District Court of tho United 

States, for the Northern District of S e w York. 

ROCHESTER, N, Y., OCTOBER, 1866, No. 10. 

Cool blows the breeze to-day f-"m northern skies; 

To-morrow freshening south winds fan the cheek 

Aa like a younger sister, fair and meek, 

October softly comes with dreamy eyes. 

Her hands overflowing with the lnscious spoil 

Of furrowed field, and tree, and clinging vine, 

Whose oozing life-blood pours in richest wine, 

A cheering tribute to the laborer's toil 

Along the meadow in the early dawn, 
The silvery frost is glittering sheen; 
While yet the moon, so late the reigning queen, 

Fades slowly dim beneath the beams of morn. 

The grovea ana woods are necked and all aflame 

With rich-hned beauties stained in every leaf; 

Kissed by the frost their reigning all too brief, 

Seems dying out in sobs of crimson shame. 

Belfast, Me. <*• *• »• 

WORK FOR THE MONTH. 

OCTOBER is the month of beauty, coming as it 

does, between the two extremes of summer and 

winter, and reminds us, as the days draw shorter, 

of the decline of another year. Time is passing, 

and soon the stormy winter's blast will be upon us. 

Are the bams, stables, sheds and styes, all in good 

repair? Is the wood ehed well supplied with sea

soned lumber for the good housewife, and is it con

veniently near the back door, or better still, con

nected with the house V These are questions that 

cannot long be deferred. If not already attended 

to, delay not. There is a great deal to do this 

month—nothing should be put off; soon the keen 

northwest piercing winds will blow, and old Bore-
alis put a stop on all out-door work. The harvest 
is passing, summer is gone, sober autumn will 

soon pass away, and winter, With its cold, chilling 
blasts, be upon us ; nothing should be put off that 

can be done this month towards the comfort of the 

house, and for the proper shelter of the stock. 

BDZLDINGB—should be thoroughly overhauled and 

repaired. Sheds thould be built, if you have not 

room enough for all the Stock in the barn, and you 

will be rewarded by seeing the dumb animals made 

comfortable. 
CATTLE—will do best kept up in the barn during 

the nights in this month. Commence early to pro

tect stock from the cold weather. Let them be fed 

in the barn in preference to the yard or fields, and 

less food will be required, and none wasted. 

PIGS—that are fattening, will thrive faster by 

having a variety of food. Let them have a chango 

frequently. Feed a few roots, boiled potatoes, sour 

milk, corn, apples, cabbage—anything that will keep 

them eating. A little extra feed and care this 

month to the early spring pigs, will bring them for

ward rapidly, and they will be ready to kill by 

December or January. 
POTATOES—that are still in the ground should be 

dug, and placed in the cellar, or in trenches which 

ought to be on a dry spot, well underdrained. Bo 

careful to have them dry, and let them have good 

ventilation, if in heaps, until cold weather seta in. 

If in the cellar, they should be kept in the dark. 

CO R N FOR SBED.—If selected as we suggested last 
month, should be hung up in traces in a good, dry, 

cool place, where mice and rats cannot get at it. 

TOOLS that are done with, should now be well 

oiled and put away in a dry place ready for next 

season. Have " a place for everything, and every

thing in its place," and especially for tools and im

plements. They should not be left lying around to 

get rusty and worthless, but taken care of, and the 

expense of getting new ones next iyear saved. " A 

penny saved is a penny got." 
B A R N YARDS—should be well supplied with straw, 

if you have plenty. It will absorb tho liquid, which 
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would otherwise be lost. Your animals will appre

ciate the favor, and it will be a pleasure to spend 

some time there, and see that they are comfortable. 

Cattle always do well when they are looked after, 
and thrive best when your presence is in the barn 

yard. Let the leaves, litter, road scrapings, mud, 

and'all refuse matter be collected together, and well 

trampled by the stock, and converted into manure. 

Let us save all we can, for the land needs it. 

C I D B B . — T o those of our readers who.have the' 

good fortune to have any apples this season, this 

month will be the time to make cider. The ripest 

apples should be used, ground into pulp with a good 

cider mill, then pressed, the juice all extracted and 
barreled at once. A barrel of cider will take from 

eight to ten bushels of apples. 

W E E D S . — D o not overlook the fall weeds'; Borne 

will yet grow, and if a few warm days should come, 
they will mature and leave the seed for next year. 

See that they are killed in time. W e had the plea
sure of going over the farm of one of our valley 
farmers a short time since, in which we were agree

ably surprised to find but very few weeds on the 

whole one hundred acres. They made it their rule 

and practice not to let them grow. The garden was 

large, and nicely laid out—one acre devoted to 

onions, kept perfectly clean; but the crop not as 

large as usual, owing to the unfavorable season. 
One-quarter of the ground was quite wet, in conse

quence of which the onions on that part were very 
small indeed. The other parts of the garden devot

ed to beets, carrots, &c, were also as clean as could 

be desired, and it was a pleasure to go over such 

thoroughly cultivated grounds. In the field adjoin

ing, eight acres were devoted to potatoes, all grow

ing luxuriously, and free from weeds, and the same 

may be said of the other parts of the farm. If 

farmers would make it a rule, from spring to fall, to 

follow up the obnoxious pests, they would soon be 
got rid of, and the crops reap all the benefit to be 

derived from a clean, fertile soil. 

NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY "S. W." 

WRITTEN FOB TnE AMERICAN FARMER. 

A TRIP TO AURORA, CAYUGA COUNTY, AUGUST 28. 

Left Cayuga Bridge in the brisk morning steamer 

Aurora; another, the Kate Morgan, leaves at 4 P. M., 

for Ithaca, &c. A n elegant, all-fertile farming soil 

on both sides the lake; land gently rising from the 
shore ; soil, a calcareous loam, generally clayey, but 

well adapted to grain, fruit culture, red clover, and 

grass for hay; but the climate is too warm and dry 

for continued good pasturage .during the summer 

months. Three miles from the Bridge we begin to 

pass the plaster quarries. Then comes our first 

landing at Union Springs village, in the town of 
Springport, six miles from the Bridge. This is said 
to be the best wheat-growing town in Cayuga 

county. A growing, manufacturing village, with 

the water power of two large sulphur impregnated 

springs—hence the name Union Springs. It is 
beautifully situated on a bay, protected by a bluff 

point on the north; Indian cove and Point on the 

south, and a picturesque little island in its front. 

Here w e landed several tons of freight, including 

tents and tent poles for a Methodist camp meet

ing ; took on passengers and manufactured wood 

as way freight. Our next landing is on the west 

side of the lake, in Varick, at Clark's Landing, 

twelve miles southwest from Union Springs. Here 

a large hotel is being built by a wealthy farmer, who 

expects it to be thronged by summer visitors in pur

suit of a pure atmosphere by the crystal lake. Our 

next landing is Aurora, four miles distant, directly 

across the lake in its widest part. 

Aurora is finely situated by the lake shore in a 

broad, open bay. The land rises here more precipi

tously from the lake than at Union Springs on the 

opposite shore, and fhe soil is harder generally; yet 

capital and labor have made fine fruit yards, and 

gardens here. At this time vegetation was suffering 
from long protracted drouth, more than at any 

other location I had yet seen. Here are several 

palatial residences; the only one we noticed at this 

time was that of Henry Wells, President of the 
American Express Company; here he luxuriates, 

otium cum dignitate, in an Italian towered villa, of 

Cayuga limestone, with tasteful and elegant sylvan 

and floral surroundings; an qrnamental cold grapery 

on one side, a fountain and jrf d' eau in front, and a 

short distance south on the same rise of ground is 

building the Wells Seminary for young ladies, an im

posing, costly building, the walls of Seneca lime

stone. Mr. Wells is the projector and the principal 

contributor to this fine edifice. It is pleasant to 

reflect that a man who is daily made richer and 

richer by the enormous profits of an extortionate 

monopoly, has the heart to do so much good with 

his money. This villa is on tho rising ground,'a 

land mark to the lake sailor, with an extended view 

of the lake and landscape, at once grand and pic

turesque. A gully with shaly bed has been formed 

just south of the village, by the wash of the hill, 

from whence issues a spring that supplies the jet 

d' eau even at this dry season. 
In passing through the fruit yard and nicely kept 

vegetable garden, not » weed was to be seen—but, 
oh, how seer and thirsty the drab soil 1 aud only 
for the want of one soaking shower, which the clay 
now made porous by vegetable manures, would so 
greedily absorb and hold for the benefit of the roots 
of the plants growing on it. W e did not go into 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 299 

the splendid cold grapery, but the outside Isabellas 

covered a long range of trellis; they were severely 

summer pruned, both in wood and leaf, so that the 

clusters were generally exposed to the sun; yet they 

were ho. larger, nor more forward, than the Isabel

las on the trellis of J. E. Williams, which had only 

been winter pruned, and are now in very exuberant 

wood.and leaf, which shades the clusters from the 

sun. The grape vine is no doubt an exceptional 

plant in relation to cutting in and pruning. But 

there can be no doubt that both the leaves and 

new wood of plants absorb carbonic acid from the 

atmosphere, which forms the carbon of the plant, 

without which there is neither plant structure nor 

fruit. 

THE SUPERIOR CONDITION OF A DAIRY REGION SOIL. 

That which struck m e most forcibly in Chatauqua 

county farming, was the highly productive condi

tion of the oldest farms, as compared with the old 

farms in the grain regions which have been so hard 

cropped with cereals, that they yield but short crops 

when lightly manured with a rotation of a clover 

crop. I a m aware that the greenness of the Chatauqua 

pastures, and the abundance of large white clover, 

is due more to the frequent summer showers and 

cool atmosphere of that region, than to the extra 

fertility of the soil; but while this climatic advan

tage favors grass growing, it also prevents plowing, 

and exhausting the soil by cereal crops. 'Another 

great advantage due to the climate, is that they 

have no sward-bound meadows or pastures in this 

region. Here are meadows yielding two tons of 

timothy hay to the acre, that have never been 

plowed from the beginning. In the grain growing 

regions, the breaking up and re-seeding grass lands 

every few years is indispensable to a grass crop. 

A F E W WORDS ON " BUENO'S" POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

"Bueno" fairly admits that the profits of our for

eign trade made the country rich up to the begin

ning of the war for slavery;' but since 1860 he says, 

" w e have been continually sending our bullion or 

its equivalent (exchange) out of the country to pay 

a balance against us." Very true; and for this rea

son, before the rebellion, the South raised about 

five millions of bales of cotton, the greater part of 

which went to Europe to pay our foreign debts, and 

the balance was used by our cotton mills at the 

North, and they and our other work shops supplied 

the South with goods, wares, and merchandise 

towards paying our southern debt. But the rebel

lion put an end to all that, and we no longer had 

that great textile of export, cotton, to pay for im

portations, which the demand for goods and war 

supplies only increased as our means of payment in 

agricultural staples decreased. But the moment' 

peace was restored, the long hoarded cotton Of the 

South came into market again, and with an un

precedented demand from the hungry, threadbare 

South, for all sorts of supplies, breadstuff's even 

included. It was this great demand from the Southj 

together with the increased luxury of the shoddy-

ites enriched by the spoils of war, that has induced 

the unusually heavy importations of 1866, which 

"Bueno" alludes to. If the next cotton crop of the 

South should prove a failure, our imports from 

Europe for 1867, will show a great falling off from 

those of the present year, and the South will have 

to eat hog and hominy, and wear the home made 

cotton of butternut dyes again. 

" Bueno" says, when he was out in the Beaver 

Indiaman, a boy, or as the French say facetiously, a 

portecaton," a domestic cargo from the United States, 

sold to John Chinaman, left a balance due for a 

cargo of teas and silks, of $18,000, which had to be 

paid for in Spanish mill dollars." W e send neither 

gold nor Spanish dollars to China to pay for teas 

now; since that day, if " Bueno" has not been in 

a Rip Van Winkle sleep, he has seen the manufac

tured exports of this country increased one hundred

fold, and our shipwrights and foundrymen have 

supplied China with a fleet of steam vessels of war, 

to the value of millions of dollars; to say nothing 

of Japan, which has also had her war vessels from 

us. The exports of our staples and manufactures 

to China in 1861, amounted to $5,809,724, and to 

Australia, $3,410,000. For our exports to Australia, 

we get gold or bills on England, which now pay for 

teas and silks, as silver did formerly. 

But suppose we do send gold to Europe to pay 

balances, is it not a legitimate trade ? Our manu

facturers and importers sell their goods for gold in 

California, Colorado, Montana, Australia, &c. And 

why should not they buy their supplies where they 

can,buy them cheapest? I would ask "Bueno," as 

an honest shipmate, if it is not better for the whole 

people that we should buy our pig iron in Glasgow, 

at ten dollars per ton, in gold or exchange, than to 

pay the iron masters of Pennsylvania, forty dollars 

per ton in greenbacks. Such is the specious effect 

of a prohibitory tariff to protect American industry! 

It favors the manufacturer at the expense of all 

other classes, and it has also proved suicidal to the 

manufacturers thus protected, as it induced extrav

agance and waste, and paralyzed improvements and 

mechanical invention, as the fate of our over-

protected cotton mills proved, before the compromise 

act reduced the duties. Even that great statesman, 

Henry Clay, was justly chargeable with aiding the 

passage of the mischievous high tariff bill of 1828. 

He made long speeches in the, Senate, to show the 

impolicy of importing our cotton bagging from 

fnverness and Dundee, when it could be made, just 

as well in Kentucky, of Kentucky hemp, only not 
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so, cheap. But Mr. Clay soon saw that the cotton 
planter was right in buying bis bagging at the low

est price, where he sold his cotton, and that Ken
tucky had no right to tax the planter in the 

premises. 
" Bueno" must reflect that the necessities of the 

late war has fastened upon us for an uncertain 
period of time, an abnormal condition of things, 
which a debased, currency and unusual taxation, 
can in nowise ameliorate. But as industry and pro
duction have already made the country what it is, 

it is to our industry and economy, and not to legis
lative restrictions on trade, that we must look for 

our future prosperity. 

THE PROSPERITY OF WESTERN NEW YORE FARMERS. 

A letter from Chatauqua county, of the 25th inst., 
says they " have had the coldest August known there 
since the first settlement." They had a light frost 
on the nights of the 16th and 17th; yet grass and 
oats have been heavy crops, and potatoes promise to 
be abundant. The farmers' share of the sale of 

cheese at the Sinclairville Factory, for the month of 
June only, was $12,784. July being a hotter month, 
more cheese was made, and of better quality; but 
during the cool weather of August more butter and 
less cheese was probably made. Butter now sells 
at 40 cents per pound there, by firkin, for the N e w 
York market. In Seneca county the hay crop and 
the harvested grain crops have been above the aver
age ; potatoes and corn promise well, but pasturage 
was very much dried up in July, and we have had 
no soaking showers to reach the roots of the grass 

since early June. In the wheat market our'farmers 
have it now all their own way. W h e n the price of 

flour fell in N e w York, after new wheat came in, 
our millers put up the prioe a dollar a barrel. Their 
excuse is, that farmers will not sell their wheat, 
even at N e w York City quotations, and they now 

pay them $2.50 per bushel, for red winter wheat. 
The white wheat they yet keep out of the market, 
hoping to realize the early July prices, $3.25 per 
bushel. If our farmers do not get rich now, it is 
only those who raise nothing to sell. While the 

retired old ones, the widows and fatherless, Who live 
on a small seven per cent income, have to receive 

greenbacks for the interest on the gold they loaned, 
the farmer's income from the products of his farm 

" has more than doubled, giving him a large profit 

over the depreciation of the currency, and his 
increased taxation. 

But if I was asked, do Western N e w York farm
ers now in their great pecuniary prosperity, enjoy 
life better,, and take more real comfort than they 

did fifty years ago, in their log houses, in simplicity 

and privation 1—1 could hardly reply in the affirm-

stive. Some farmers worked very hard then, clear

ing and fencing land, but it was under a sweet, up

lifting stimulus, which the daily routine now fails 
to supply. The women did not work as hard then 
as they do now. True, they had to spin and weave, 
but they had no paint to scour, chambers to paper, 
or carpets to take up, shake, and put down, and 
very little to do for other people's eyes, for all were 
alike poor, and in the same category of life. Farm

ers now work much harder, in plowing, harrowing, 
manuring, and preparing their now worn out fields 
for crops, than they did with the virgin soil. 

THE MALLARD DUCK. 

WRITTEN FOB TUE AMERICAN FARMER, BT 0. N. BEMENT. 

TnE W I N G E D M A L L A R D . — T h e Mallard is sup

posed to be the original of our common domestic 
ducks, of which we have so many varieties on both 
continents. It is an inhabitant of all the countries 
of Europe, especially towards the North, and is also 
abundant in this country. Here it is migratory, and 
is commonly found about most of the lakes in the 
interior of this State, as well as the sea coast. It 
leaves us in the autumn for the South, and has been 

observed from Mexico to the sixty-eighth parallel. 
Eminent naturalists of our own a* well as other 

countries, acquiesce in the supposition that tbe 
domestic stock derived its origin from the Mallard; 
but other writers on the subject hold a different 
opinion. Mr. A. Williams, is a note to the authors 
of the London Poultry Book, says: " I do not think 
that our domestic varieties are descended from the 
wild Mallard. At farm yards there often occurs a 
cross between the twp, and I have known the wild 
birds kept by a gentleman whose property adjoins 
mine. These never altered either in color or habits, 
many of them flying away unless pinioned." 
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Mr. Dixon says: " I know of no instance in which 

any one has finally succeeded in founding a perma

nent tame farm yard race of ducks by breeding 

from the Mallard, though the attempts have been 

numberless, and a few parties have been on the 

brink of success. Crosses between the mild and 

tame birds have answered better; but the progeny 

have retained their full share of independent tem

per and movements." 

Mr. Dixon, who is considered good authority on the 

natural history of birds, regards the Mallard as an 

importation from India and China, probably about 

the same period as witnessed the discovery of the 

passage by the Cape of Good Hope, in the year 

1493; and we have of late years received a perma

nent variety, if not a distinct species of tame duck, 

(the Black East Indian,) irom the Cape or South 

American continent. Such an importation may be 

regarded as a link in the chain that would connect 

our domesticated duck with an Eastern origin inde

pendent of its wild congeree, 

" The squatters of the Mississippi," says Audu

bon, "raise a considerable number of Mallards, 

which they catch when quite young, and which 

after the first year are as tame as they could wish. 

These birds raise broods which are superior to the 

old ones for a year or two, after which they become 

similar to the ordinary ducks of the poultry yard! 

The hybrids produced between the Mallard and the 

Musk Duck, are of great size, and afford excellent 

eating. Some of these half breeds now and then 

wander off, become quite mild, and have by some 

persons been considered as forming a distinct species. 

They also breed with the Black Duck when tamed." 

Though the domestic duck is polygamous, the wild 

birds pair, but do not naturally assist each other in 

the work of incubation or care of the brood, for 

when the female begins to sit, the male deserts her 

and joins others of his sex, so that it is not unusual 

after May, to see the males in small companies by 

themselves, as in the case with the W o o d Duck, 

Teal, Pidgeon, Pintail, &c. 

The Mallard, in a wild state, always pairs, and 

during the period of incubation, although he takes 

no part in the process, always keeps in the neigh

borhood of his mate, and it is singular that the half-

bred birds between the Mallard and tame varieties, 

always exhibit the same habit, although the ordt 

nary domestic drakes are polygamous, always 

endeavoring, like the Mormons, to get as many 

wives as possible. 

" The Mallard is supposed to be the parent of our 

domestic varieties of duck, of whatever colors—the 

White Aylesbury as well as the more gaily colored 

Rouen. The Mallard is supposed to be the type of 

the natural family to which it belongs—the duck of 

ducks. W e often find among our domestic ducks, 

those whose color resembles more closely the Mal

lard, and there seems to be no probability that the 

breed of tame ducks gained from the original stock 

would possess any advantages over those we now 

have." 

The beautiful engraving—the Winged Mallard— 

and the pair of affrighted companions at the head 

of this article, " show from their positions and direc

tion of their flight that the gunner waited till he 

had a rear sight and could see the color of their 

legs, by which convenient measure duck-shooters 

estimate distances." 

Beautiful Mallard! Well mayest thou be vain of 

that beautiful plumage—of those intense hues 

which rival the rare glories of the breaking dawn, 

or the decaying twilight of autumn, or the inter

mingled dyes which tinge the stripes of the shadowy 

bow. But, alas! the most venial vanity will be-

indulged no more, for the red drop of death is trem

bling on that polished beak, and thy heart's blood; 

is oozing over thy downy bosom 1 Thine affrighted 

mates have left thee to breathe out thy last gasp, 

and on the wings of fear, are now hastening away 

with the rest of thy brethren to the distant country 

of thy destination. Many a time will she, while 

swimming in some lake, or lagoon, with her brood, 

(thy offspring,) relate the cruel story of thy death, 

and caution them to make a wide circuit whenever 

they shall chance to espy a small, suspicious-looking 

wherry, with a long gun and a rough face peeping 

over its side into the waters of the bay. She will 

caution them to keep farther out to sea along that 

piratical coast, and thereby avoid that treacherous 

picaroonish sort of craft which there lies in wait 

between two billowB, ready to pounce upon and 

pop over the unwary cruiser. 

OUR FLORIDA LETTER. 

WRITTEN FOR TUB AMERICAN FARMER, BT J. D. MITCHELL, FROM 

VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I have discovered a new place for 

a summer resort for northern people who have to 

leave home to escape the heat. I had thought of 

securing a patent on m y discovery, but being very 

much engaged at present in getting ready to move 

m y colony, I have not time to devote to red tape, so 

have decided to make a present of it to .the unfor

tunate people aforesaid, for which I trust they will 

be duly grateful. The point,referred to, is 60 miles 

south of that 300-year old town, St. Augustine— 

that paradise of invalids from the time when the 

memory of man runneth not to the contrary. It is 

200 miles from Savannah, and 900 from N e w York, 

or four days sail. The inlet from the sea is one of 
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the best on the Florida coast below Fernandinft, and 

leads into a wonderful extent of inland navigation, 

itself an object of interest and attraction beyond 

conception. One can take a small steamer or'sailing 

vessel, and starting at the head of Halifax River, 

about 30 miles south of St. Augustine, can sail in a 

direct line nearly 200 miles, through rivers, lagoon, 

and lakes, varying from one to eight miles in width, 

and not more than that distance from ,the sea shore. 

The rivers and lakes are protected from the encroach

ments of the sea by a ridge of sandy beach land, 

probably built upon a reef of coral. In the whole 

length of this connected system of inland naviga

tion, there is one inlet from the • sea for vessels 

drawing ten feet of water. This is at Port Orange, 

and it ia near this inlet that I found the cool place 

that I hereby recommend as before mentioned,' for a 

summer resort. The other inlets are upon Indian 

River to the southward, and are of varying capacity, 

from three to eight feet. The mainland bordering 

this long line of pleasant sailing ground furnishes a 

variety of soil whose capacity of production, in 

connection with a semi-tropical climate, is unap

proachable and unequalled by any portion of the 

known world. A list of the products for which dt is 

peculiarly adapted, would, include almost every 

known fruit and vegetable, from the tropics to the 

poles. It' is the only part of. our country in which 

lean learn that, the sugarcane tassels. It. is the 

only one in which, sugar cane is perennial, produc-i 

ing crops year after year from the same roots, < It is 

the only one in which sugar cane stands upon the 

ground all winter without injury from frost, waiting 

without damage, three or four months,, the slow 

motions of the easy going native manufacturers. It 

is the only one where the northern garden vegeta

bles and table fruits flourish side by side with the 

pine apple and cocoa nut of the tropics, and where 

you can gather from the same field and almost at 

the same time, the products of every quarter of the 

globe. These facts would argue to the uninitiated, 

a high range of the thermometer—a sort of roast

ing sunshine—rather uncomfortable than otherwise, 

to live in, except to' a Hottentot'; but here is the 

very point of our little joke. Herein lies the pecu

liarity of the location; Everyone knows that the 

eastern coast of Florida has the most delightful 

Winter climate—that its balmy atmosphere is a last 

resort and never-failing panacea for all the ills that 

flesh is heir to—that it gives new life and vigor to 

the healthy, and that in some parts of it, they have 

even been obliged to shoot a man in order to get a 

start for a graveyard. All this is generally well 

understood, and one can find volumes of enthusi

astic testimony upon this point, stowed away in 

the moss-covered archives of the W a r Department, 

contributed officially and unofficially, by enraptured 

army officers, and consigned to oblivion. More 

recently, contributors to the press have delighted to 

sing the praises of this Utopia—this land of eternal 

spring and sunshine, orange blossoms, and mocking 

birds—where you breathe the perfumed airs of 

Araby, the Blest, and drink at the fountain 

of perpetual youth^ almost of immortality. All this 

is now accepted and adopted into the general belief, 

as to the fall, winter and spring; but there is yet 

an universally prevailing idea that the summer is 

hot, scorching, miasmatic, deadly—- fit only for 

negroes and alligators. 

A few observations made recently, during" the 

" heated term," which you all enjoyed so much in 

July throughout the North, enable m e to demon

strate the erroneousness of this opinion, and to Bhow 

that instead of being hotter in summer, East Florida 

is actually cooler than N e w York or Massachusetts. 

U p to this time, the thermometer at this place .has 

not exceeded 90 °, and only for a very few days, has 

it exceeded 86 ° . This has been the usual maxi

m u m during the past two weeks, while at the same 

time the northern papers report 103 ° iu N e w York, 

103° in Elmira, 104° in Williamsport, Pennsyl

vania, 106 ° in Springfield, Massachusetts, and an 

equally broiling, temperature throughout all the 

Northern Spates. I spent most of these hottest days 

in au open boat, with no protection from the sun, 

but m y every day clothing and straw hat—rowing, 

Bailing or walking, and found myself no more un

comfortable than with the same exposure among 

the mountains and valleys of our old Keystone 

Commonwealth. The summers here are showery, 

which adds very much to their comfort. Most of 

the rain that falls during the year, falls during the 

summer months, but the great secret of the compar

atively love summer temperature iB to be found in 

the constant sea breeze, so modifying the effect of 

the vertical sun as to make even the hottest days 

deli'glitrul. 

The reason why the fruits and other products of 

every Tange of climate, here find their best develop

ment, is that there are certain seasons of the year 

when they each and all are fitted with just the tem

perature and opportunity they need for their per

fection, and if attention is given to times and sea

sons, there are very few productions of any part of 

the Union, that may not be successfully cultivated 

here. The early vegetables required by northern 

markets, such as tomatoes, Irish potatoes, peas, cab

bages, celery, lettuce, beets, radishes, turnips, onions, 

&c, must be planted in November, and they come 

to maturity in March. For summer crops, such as 

melons, beans, corn, squashes, cotton, &c, planting 

is done in February and March. Melons ripen in 

June, corn in July. Sweet potato vines are planted 

by cuttings. One setting is done October 1. This 
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crop gets rooted before the cool weather and short 

days, and then remains nearly in statu quo until 

warm weather, ripening in June and July. Another 

setting is done in July, and the-crop ripens before 

December, furnishing a winter supply, which is dug 

as wanted, and remains good in the field until May. 

The same attention to seasons must be observed in 

the cultivation of fruit, and by an intelligent appli

cation of means now in common use at the north, 

there seems no limit to the capacity of this favored 

region, in the perfection of every desirable fruit, aud 

in the indefinite extension of the bearing season. 

Oranges hang upon the trees, and retain their flavor 

andjuiciness a full year, and I have heard the opin

ion expressed, that strawberries can be kept four 

months in bearing. Stranger things than this come 

under m y observation almost daily, and I would 

advise any m a n with a reputation to sustain, not to 

commit himself upon any question of probabilities, 

in connection with this subject, until our Yankee 

community have had an opportunity to experiment 

upon it. W h e n loggerhead turtles who love a 

warm climate in the superlative degree, are found 

moving toward N e w York to spend the summer, it 

becomes proper for N e w Yorkers to improve the hint 

and change places with them. St. Augustine has 

heretofore been the only town or spot upon the 

coast that has furnished hotel accommodations for 

visitors, but a company of N e w England gentlemen 

, are now engaged in building a hotel at this place, 

beautifully located, in sight of both the sea and the 

inland waters of Halifax and Hillsborough Rivers, 

and in full view of the magnificent lines of breakers 

that border the channel, and make the sea at this 

point an unfailing source of delightful interest. 

W h e n they get ready for guests, I presume they 

will advertise. 

There are many items of agricultural interest that 

want of time prevents m y giving you in this letter. 

Farming, or as it is dignified at the South—plant

ing ig in a very forlorn condition throughout the 

State. Previous to the last Indian outbreak, there 

were many very extensive plantations carried on in 

various parts of the State, but the houses were 

burned and the owners driven off by the Indians. 

They have never returned in any number, and the 

rich plantations—once so fruitful and prolific of 

wealth, are now overgrown with an almost primeval 

forest. The sparse population, yet unsettled from 

the effects of the " rebellion," obtain a scant and 

precarious living from a few little patches of crops, 

eked out by the wild game, and fish, and oysters, 

which are each so abundant; but anything like 

planting on the former aristocratic scale, or even 

farmin" on our more democratic plan, as a business, 

is nowhere to be seen. Water melons seem about 

the only thing that any one has as yet found time 

to raise to sell,.and,these belong principally to the 

freedmen. They are very abundant in July, and 

sell at retail at about 25 cents each for twenty-five 

pounders. Sweet potatoes are very fine now, and 

occasionally a man comes into market with a few 

in a pony caTt—not because he has any to spare— 

but because there happens to be some more urgent 

want that they must be sacrificed to gratify. The 

State is filling up with northern men, who are set-i 

tling permanently. Some of them have a fair crop 

of Sea Island cotton and corn for a beginning. You 

can look for a Yankee State in this direction in a 

very short time. 

OUR KANSAS LETTER—NO. 3. 

. WRITTEN FOR THE AMERIOAN FARMER, BY A. M. BURNS. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—All kinds of crops this year in 

Kansas have surpassed that of any former year 

since its settlement by white citizens. I need not 

specify any particular crop. It is enough to say all 

crops were heavy enough to satisfy the heart of the 

pioneer. The wheat, oats, barleyj'&c, stacked, and 

hundreds of farmers have their grain threshed. The 

corn was far enough advanced in ripeness to be cut 

with safety; but on September 1st, the sun was hid 

from our view by grasshoppers, which soon attacked 

tens of thousands of acres of corn fields, and in a 

couple of days stripped every leaf off the corn stalks,, 

although the ears are safe, and to-day, (September 

5th,) I learn that in some places they have com

menced on the ears of corn. In many places the 

ground is literally covered with them; in fact, I 

could not find language to convey a correct idea of 

the number that infests this region. I have not yet 

learned the extent of their depredations, but I am 

informed that for thirty miles up the Big Blue 

River they are as numerous as in this immediate 

locality. You may call to mind that Utah was in

fested as bad With them a few years ago as we are 

now. They have been coming East ever since. I 

mention this fact, because a few years hence majr 

find them at Rochester and other cities which we 

call eastern, and may to you then become as serious 

a matter as it is to us now. They did not confine 

themselves to corn fields alone, but made an attack 

upon all garden vegetables and potato tops, and iu 

some instances the forest trees and grape vines, all 

of which they stripped bare of leaves. I am trying 

to save m y layered grape vines by covering'them 

with prairie hay. So far I have been successful. 

What the result of this scourge may be no person, 

can now surmise. 

The remainder of this letter is crowded out for 

want of room, and will appear in our next.—EDS. 
an i 'i i <TJ' " nr'w 

A L W A Y S feed your lands as well as you do yourself. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



304 THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

#1§ fifli $££&§, 
ROTATION OF CROPS. 

THE object of a rotation of crops is to obtain the 

greatest product with , the least injury to, the pro

ductive capabilities of the soil. By a continual 

planting with the same crop, year after year, the 

properties of the soil required by that particular 

crop are exhausted, which is in » great degree 

avoided by alternating with other crops. Thus, if 

wheat be sown for several years in succession, the 

crop will gradually decrease until hardly worth 

gathering, while the same ground would produce a 

tolerable crop of corn or grass, owing to the chemi

cal ingredients required by corn being different from 

those required by wheat. This is obviated in a 

measure by judicious manuring, but even then it will 

not do to cultivate one crop exclusively. By culti

vating wheat or corn but once on the same ground 

in four or five years, the soil is enriched by the pro

cess of nature in those constituents required for 

each product. In most parts of the country grain 

is the principal object with the farmer, and that 

system of rotation is the best, which produces as 

much grain as possible without depriving him of 

hay and fodder for his stock. The system which I 

shall most discuss in this article, is known as the 

flve-year or five-field system. The order adopted in 

this system, is as follows:—1. Corn. 2. Oats. 3. 

Wheat. 4. Grass for hay. 5. Pasture. 

This system gives corn, wheat and oats every five 

years. Taking this as a standard, we will make 

such changes as circumstances demand. By this 

system corn will come on sod. Sorghum or potatoes, 

early or late, may take the place of corn, if it is 

desired to raise these articles. Spring wheat, flax, 

barley, peas, or early potatoes, may" be raised instead 

of oats. Any crop which will come off the ground 

by the last of August, may be put in instead of oats. 

After oats are off, the ground is thoroughly plowed 

and sown with winter wheat or rye, and seeded 

with timothy after harrowing. The next spring, in 

March, clover seed is sown, thereby securing a mix

ture of the two grasses. If the timothy has been 

sown rather thickly, the clover will be crowded out 

after the first year, and timothy will take its place, 

and it will yield as much hay as it did before; this 

is often an advantage. If the stand of grass is 

pretty good, it will sometimes be a benefit to leave 

it for moro than two years. I have known it to be 

left for seven years, although four or five is as long 

as is profitable. Some farmers omit sowing timothy, 

and sow clover thicker, in which case it will not do 

to leave in grass more than two years. After grass 

the ground is again planted with corn, and the same 

process again repeated. 

In the four-year system the ground is left in-with 

grass but one year, which necessitates fencing a 

part of the grass for pasturage. In this case, it is 

hardly worth while to sow much timothy. 

In the West, this system may not be the beBt, as 

the distance from market renders the price below a 

profitable standard. The system there must be 

based upon raising stock, more than in the East. As 

far as I can learn, the majority of farmers have a 

rotation of corn and wheat, corn and wheat, with

out manure in many cases; a most injurious plan, 

in the long run. 

In the rotation I have named, the ground is man

ured for wheat, and sometimes for corn. Lime is 

applied to wheat or corn, as is most convenient to 

the farmer. Corn is generally manured in the hill 

with poudrette, ashes, plaster, hen manure, or a 

mixture of any or all of them. Plaster may be 

sown on ciover, if the season is likely to be a dry 

one. Thus I have endeavored to explain a system 

as it is in actual operation in the Middle States, and 

which is there believed to be the best, and will con

tinue in operation for some time to come. G. p. 

Beadtngton, N. J. 

MAKING AND PUTTING DOWN BUTTER 
FOR WINTER USE. 

THE science of butter making is governed, like 

other sciences by general laws, but there comes in 

judgment, a strict observance of cause and effect, 

and the Stirling virtue, cleanliness. According to 

our judgment, it is not the water, nor the meadow, 

nor the stock, that Western N e w York is not famous 

for good butter. It is the management, I propose 

here to hold up for investigation and trial. 

Boiling water for pans, and for all utensils used 

for milk, is of the first and greatest importance. 

Trust not Bridget, nor Dinah, if they say " it is in

deed hot," but see to it yourself, that it is boiling 

hot. The sour of old or fomented milk or cheese, 

needs not description. After the cream has risen on 

milk, which is placed in pans in the cellar, it should 

be skimmed, not waiting for it to lopper, which 

should be done by a tin skimmer, into a tin cream 

tub, which is placed on the cellar bottom until filled 

for churning, stirring somewhat daily. The churn 

which we deem to make good butter, should be an 

up and down one, and ought to be rinsed with cold 

or boiling water, according to the temperature of the 

atmosphere. On being required to give m y prefer

ence for such a churn in The Genesee Farmer, I did 

so, a year or two since, which is the too great power 

brought to bear on the cream. All know the effects 

of heating butter—it will eventually turn to creaim. 

W h e n gathered, take up in a bowl, waBh in two 

or three waters, and when drained from it, salt, in

corporating the salt well, an ounce to the pound. 
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After standing a suitable time, work over with a 

ladle, as long as buttermilk and brine appear. This 

working should be done slowly. If soft, it is advis

able to work it more than once, when it is ready 

for packing. This should be in an oak firkin, 

well scrubbed and scalded, with boiling water. Then 

fill with cold water and soak for twenty-four hours, 

and dry. The firkin, while being filled, should be 

kept covered with a thick, doubled cloth, to preclude 

all air. W h e n filled, place a thin cloth upon it, 

with a slight covering of salt, and head up, keeping 

it in the cellar, which we would desire should be 

dry and cool, and free from all substances from 

which would arise an effluvia or smell. Butter 

quickly imbibes both from anything that is placed 

near it, even from a rose, which, strange to say, 

does not add to the delightful flavor of good butter. 

The old adage, " delays are dangerous," was never 

more appropriate in business of any kind, than in 

that of making good butter. If you want to make 

the cream, wait until you are ready to skim it. Very 

likely you will find what it loses in thickness, it 

makes up in that strength peculiar to butter. W e 

have succeeded best when milk was skimmed as 

soon as sour, as we think there is not much cream 

rises after that. 

Butter making is a nice science, and will not suc

ceed, if entrusted to the ignorant or those not inter

ested. There must be an intelligent mind over all, 

and if so, even ,when dairies are small, we see not 

why good winter butter may not be made which 

will last a voyage of a year, from here to. California. 

THE DIFFERENT BREEDS OF CATTLE. 

IT will be impossible in an article as limited in 

space as this, to give any but the merest outlines and 

most meagre notice of the different breeds of cattle 

in our country, and even then we can only refer to 

the leading or more generally prevailing breeds, 

leaving out the many varieties caused by numerous 

crossings. W e will endeavor to give the name, 

general characteristics, and peculiarities of these 

leading breeds. 

1. Shorthorns.—Very fine animals, Large size. 

Good feeders, requiring rich pastures and high keep

ing. Colors red or white, or the two colors of all 

shades of admixture. The leading breed for beef, 

but only fair for milk, and as workers. 

A .handsome and valuable breed, 

widely disseminated, particularly in the N e w Eng

land States, and peculiarly adapted to the rough, 

hard land of that section. Medium size, , color 

almost invariably a dark red, though a few are 

brown and brindle. This deep red color is by some 

considered a test of pure blood. The oxen of this 

breed are superior for workers, combining in a 

remarkable degree docility, quickness, and adaptabil

ity to all kinds of labor. The cows are fair milkers. 

and fatten well. 

3. Jersey.—The Jersey or Alderney is a small and 

ill-shaped breed, and one much esteemed for the 

richness of their milk. Color, light red, dun, or fawn. 

4. Herefords.—Large size. Fine beef animals, 

and good workers. Milkers fair. Color, red with a 

white face and neck. They are very hardy, and a 

fine breed of cattle. The white face is considered a 

test of the purity of blood. 

5. Galloways.—Small and hornless. Flesh of fine 

quality. Milk very rich, but of moderate quantity. 

Prevailing color, black.* 

Sanford Howard, than whom there is no better authority in 
this country, says of this breed, in the last Report of the Michi
gan State Board of Agriculture, that " in hardiness and ability to 
stand rough weather and rough fare, they are excelled by no 
cattle except the West Highlanders, and that they aro particularly 
adapted to tbe northern portion of our country.—Ens. 
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5. Ayrshires.—Medium size, generally hardy, 
compact, well proportioned, and said to be peculiarly 
adapted foT dairy purposes. They are not so exten
sively bred in this country as the two preceding 
breeds,- See cut afbove. 

Of other breeds and varioties which are to be 
found in small numbers' in our country, are Dutch 
cattle, Welsh cattle, arid Irish cattle; A breed called 
the "cream-pot" breed was' originated in this coun
try, being a cross between the, Shorthorn and our 
native N e w England cattle, whoso prevailing char

acteristic was the production of a great quantity of 
milk. But little is known of it at this time. 

Of the previous named breeds, the Devons, Short 
horns and Herefords originated in England, though 
they have, been much imprpved here. The Ayrshires 
and Galloways are from Scotland, and the Jerseys 
from^he Island of Jersey, near the French coast, 
but under the British government. 

The common, so-called "native cattle" of our 
*>«atry, are descendants from various crosses and 
grades of the above-mentioned breeds, and frequent 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 307 

ly present the characteristics of their originators very 

strongly. They are valuable as producing workers, 

and many cows cannot be surpassed as milkers ;. but 

breeders cannot depend upon them to perpetuate 

their good qualities, as in the case of the thorough 

breeds, hence the superiority of the latter for breed

ing purposes. B, 

PREPARING FIREWOOD FOR WINTER. 

CURING P O R K A N D H A M S . ' 

THE management of pork and. hams, though 
brought under the same head, is essentially 
and wholly different. -We will- begin in the very 

important" item of curing hams. '' Trichinaa, who 

fears them ? All of us make way in some sort, with 

thousands of animalcule in our time.;Look through 

a microscope at a draft pf delicious cool, water,,and 

take a peep at the, vinegar, cruel;. , But, I will tell 

you what to, fear—rancid meat. In this world it is 

best fpj us all not, to stop at little things. There are 

great ones,enough, and one of these is,ill-kept meat, 

to say nothing of. those animals that .need hoppling. 

A bright, sweetly-flavored ham, may at all times 

be obtained with a little care. .Weigh 16 pounds 

of,ham,to 1 pound qf salt aud 1 :ounce of saltpetre 

finely pulverized,; rub them with this in some ves

sel until well incorporated ; then lay these hams on 

a shelf, or if .more convenient, in a barrel, placing 

on them the surplus salt;. in,a few days rub again, 

and if necessary again, until they have taken in all 

the salt,, when they, are ready for smoking, which 

should be,, done, before flies make their appearance 

in the, spring, and , until they are quite dark,, or 

almost black, when,they must be taken down, and 

sewed up in a close fitting cloth or bag, with a, paper 

doubled several thicknesses on the flesh side. Then 

tie closely, hang up and givejtwp or three good coats 

of whitewash. They may then, hang in the garret 

all summer, or in any dry place, By observing this 

method they, canbe kept any length of time, unless 

they prove so excellent, that you eat them very soon. 

Pork, though .derived from the same animal, is of 

an entirely different taste, and requires different 

management, , In these days of double refinement, 

it will be thought quite, vulgar, we suppose, to give 

much attention to,the curing of pork; and especially 

to advocate the eating of it. But where is there a 

family in the, days, ,of flies' and, heat, who do, not 

turn with disgust f^om all kinds of fresh meat, and 

open with pride a well kept and well filled pork bar-, 

rel, and, if ,any meat, is required, prefer it. from 

tb.ese.J- Nay, say not, that may do for fanners. W e 

once knew a yery delicate invalid, a young ,lady— 

for whom kjh>dn,ess and, love had., gleaned from 

almost every quarter of the globe that which, would 

strengthen and invigorate the appetite, but was,qnly 

at the last refreshed from this source when all others 

had proved unavailing, Broiled and prepared in, a 

peculiar manner by dipping in water, it becomes a 

very delicate dish, The manner of curing pork is 

very simple—a layer of pork, and & layer of salt, 

(coarse is the best,) then , a ' strong brine (thati-.wjJJ,, 

bear an egg,) to fill up the barrel. , The old brine may 

be boiled and scummed, and when cool fill up with, 

that. It-is of importance that the brine should be 

I am glad T H E F A R M E R has called for, essays on 

this subject, as it is one that needs agitation, and 

has never, been .referred to as its importance 

demands. I think I can say, without fear of con

tradiction, that not one farmer.in ten takes pains, to 

provide fuel in a suitable, or rather the best form for, 

consumption during the cold of winter. 

Every farmer who is not ambitious to be behind-, 

hand in his work, will be pretty sure to see that 

enough fuel for spring, summer and autumn use is 

prepared during the last of winter, or the leisure 

days of early spring, but the same provident man 

will, in. nine cases out of ten, burn green, wet wood 

all through the winter. He lets the supply run,out, 

or thinks that winter being the natural wood-cutting 

season, to him, it is well enough to burn it > as it 

comes from the forest. This should not be so, and 

it need not be so*- Let him take as, much pains to 

see that his wood is cut and housed for, winter as 

well as summer use, and he will thus rob winter of 

some of its cold by having the wherewith to,heat 

up his house,at any time, at short notice. 

There is always a, season in the fall, and just be

fore the early rains come on, when there is leisure 

for getting together enough wood to last through 

the coming cold term. , Everything is dry- at this 

time, and wood of poorer quality, i which if wet 

would be valueless, can be drawn together and 

housed, making good fuel. This season is also, a 

good fjme to go through the wood growth and pick 

up the fallen trees, limbs, and decaying trunks, and 

thus' save much which could not be got after} thg 

B U O W falls. ..,..• r 

This latter item is- worthy of notice, for the, time 

has come to most of us when ,wood is becoming 

scarce, and-we must economize, to be sure of having 

sufficient, fuel, and nothing must be allowedf to lie 

on the ground and decay, which can be put to a 

good use. If it is housed while dry, it will remain 

dTy all winter, and even the smallest and compara-. 

tively poorest, is good kindling. 

So brother farmers, don't burn green; wet wood, 

another winter. Fill up your woodsheds in the fall, 

and m y word for it, you will be repaid by the added 

convenience and warmth, hot to speak of the good 

temper of your cook and housekeeper. ' E. B. 
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turned off in the spring, or before warm weather, as 

it will become somewhat bloody—boiled and replac

ed. A good barrel of pork, how good it is! 

Aurora, N. T. B. M. S. 
•IB <II I — 

MANAGEMENT OF POULTRY IN WIN
TER, TO SECURE A FULL 

SUPPLY OF EGGS. 
FOWLS, like most, if not all animals, yield returns 

according to the manner they are kept, though we 

will admit that a warm house and plenty of corn 

will not always secure a grateful return. It then 

becomes us to inquire what will. If we study the 

habits of fowls, we need not be long in coming to 

conclusions. 

Like the human family, they like condiments 

with their food, and they like also a large, cheerful 

home or house. Give them a window or two, so 

that they can peer out at the snow and ice, enjoying 

their warm home more fully, and that the trusty 

patriarch may give timely notice of the approach of 

day, and that each hen may know her own nest, for 

which light is necessary. Like the human family, 

their health is greatly promoted by change in their 

food, and this ensures a greater supply of eggs. 

For pepper and salt, give them lime, charcoal 

gravel, &c. Boiled potatoes, buckwheat cakes, 

bones, and refuse meat, either boiled or raw, will 

not be refused. If their food is warm, it will tend 

to their laying. The ladies of a family can easily 

find amusement, if they wish, by feeding the chick

ens and poultry in winter, and then they will be 

entitled to the eggs. Besides, as we view those 

mute animals, dependent on our hands for susten

ance, it awakens a sense of our dependence on the 

great " I AM," who in wisdom has made all things, 

— w h o openeth the hand and satisfieth every livimg 

thing. Oh I that they would turn more to the study 

of nature and nature's works. 

There is a source of amusement with it all, in 

observing their ways. Throw to them something 

that is peculiarly relished, and the chivalrous chan

ticleer will call his wives with great enthusiasm, 

and they in great haste get there just in time to 

see him eat it himself. Plenty of nests prepared 

with straw or litter, will often promote the laying 

in winter. Air is necessary, and the door of the 

henery should be left open, that they may go out 

and in at their pleasure on pleasant days. If any 

one wishes to pursue this study, many pageB can be 

found devoted to it in T H E F A E M E B , by C. N. Bement, 

who has pursued it with much patience and intelli

gence. I have now passed m y limits, and will only 

.say that the study of obtaining fresh eggs in winter 

is worthy of more time and talent than has yet been 

given to it. 
Aurora, N. Y. M. S. B. 

SHELTER FOR STOOK IN WINTER. 

A HEALTHY animal requires a certain amount of 

food in either warm or cold weather, but we find 

that in warm weather an animal will keep in condi

tion on a less amount of solid food than in cold. 

The reason of this is, that there is a less amount of 

carbon consumed in order to keep up the heat of 

the body in warm, than in cold weather. As carbon 

is the heating principle whereby the system is kept 

at a healthy temperature, that element must be sup

plied in some way ; if not by food, it must be drawn 

from the fat of the system. As a less amount of 

carbon is required in warm, than in cold weather, 

it stands to reason that if the body is kept protected 

from the effects of the cold by proper covering and 

shelter, that a less amount of fuel or food, is requir

ed to keep up the temperature ; thus we make a 

saving in feed without any expenditure of the car

bon of the system already accumulated. 

The temperature of the animal body is much 

higher than the surrounding atmosphere at all sea

sons of the year, with the exception of a few hours 

in summer, and unless thus protected, outward, arti

ficially, a large amount of food is required to furnish 

the necessary elements of heat. If this food is not 

furnished, the system must nevertheless keep up its 

temperature, and this is done at first by drawing on 

the fat, and afterwards on other parts of the body. 

As a necessary consequence, the animal grows thin', 

and can endure less labor or exposure than when 

well fed. Different animals, under similar circum

stances require, some more, and others less food to 

keep in good condition, their appetites varying as 

greatly as among the human family. 

Where accurate experiments have been made to 

test the gain of animals with and without the pro

tection of suitable shelter in cold and inclement 

weather, it has been found that those having ade

quate protection, gained flesh on less food than 

would keep those unprotected from actually falling 

away. 

In providing stables, which are found to be the 

best protection for stock, provision should be made 

for ventilation, as pure air is as important as good 

feed or warm stables. Horses, neat cattle and hogs, 

will do well in quite warm stables, if good ventila

tion is provided ; on the contrary, sheep will not do 

well if kept very warm. A much freer ventilation 

is required to keep them in health. Shut up simply 

for rapid fattening, they feed better and fatten faster 

if their pens are airy: when kept for breeding, it 

is essential that they have goood protection from 

storms and high winds, with liberty for free exer

cise in the open air at all times, and plenty of good 

food; their pens should be well ventilated at all 
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times to insure the health of the old ones, as well 

as their young. 1 

In view of the foregoing facts, it is the better i 

economy of the farmer to provide good warm stables 1 

and shelter for his horses, horned cattle, and hogs, ' 

with suitable pens and shelter for his sheep, instead i 

of giving them only the protection gained by the i 

shelter of some stack or fence corner, where they 1 

will double themselves into the shape of ° drome

dary, shivering with the cold, and consuming very 

much larger quantities of food to keep the fire : 

within from going out. Stock provided with good 

and suitable protection from the inclemency of the 

weather of winter, or cold seasons, not only con

sume less food, but come out in spring looking bet

ter, in better health, and in every respect healthier, 

requiring less care, and consuming less food in the 

fore part of the season to adapt the system to the 

warmer season to follow. 

M y advice, then, to all farmers and owners of 

stock is, provide suitable shelter and protection for 

all of your stock; if you cannot furnish good, com

fortable barns and stables, provide straw stables, 

where your stock may stand dry, and be sheltered 

from driving storms of snow, rain, and wind. 
•W. H. TV. 

M III !••• — 

UNDERDRAINING. 

Why, Where, When, and How To Do It. 

Why It Should Be Done.—There are but few farms, 

especially in the eastern portion of the United 

States, that have not places upon them which would 

be benefited by underdraining. A surplus of water 

injures the roots of cultivated crops, and benefits 

bulrushes, alders, and a host of other unprofitable 

plants. The opening through the soil, formed by a 

drain, admits the air, and it is supposed by some 

that the ground does not become as dry as that 

which has not been underdrained. Certainly it 

does not become so hard. As our space is limited, 

w e will not enlarge more on the. reason why, but 

will next consider— 

Where It Should Be Dome.—While a "blind 

ditch" would be a benefit almost anywhere, still as 

most farmers can put in only a limited amount of 

drainage, it is expedient to locate it most advan

tageously. The ditch should run, as much as pos

sible, along the lowest portion of the piece of land 

to be drained, and should have a continuous fall that 

the water may run freely. It should also run 

through any springy spot, or a side ditch may be 

made to such a spot, if the main ditch cannot con

veniently do so. Many drains are not as efficient as 

they might be, from a desire to have them straight, 

when a curved or crooked ditch would be of much 

greater value. 

Whew It Should Be Done.—Anytime of the year 

when you can get it done. But in the spring or 

autumn is the best time. In summer the ground is 

hard and dry, and the season too warm for ditching. 

There are places, however, that can be worked only 

at this time, and with them it is summer or not at 

all. If dug in the fall, the ditch should be filled 

up before winter, as the freezing and thawing will 

be apt to spoil the sides and bottom. In the spring 

the ground is softer than at other times, and also 

more surface water, which may be easily let off by 

turning a furrow where the ditch is to be made. 

The next and last step is— 

How It Should Be Done.—It should be done well-

The ditch should be of sufficient depth to resist the 

action of frost, and should have a smooth, hard 

bottom. Two feet deep, or two and a half will be 

sufficient. The bottom need not be any wider than 

the tile to be laid in; the sides cut sloping; the 

top wide enough to work in conveniently. Several 

machines for ditching have been introduced : none 

of them operate well on stony land, without an ex

tra hand or two to pick out the stones ahead of the 

machine. Consequently, they have not met with 

universal favor, and the greater part of ditching 

done is by bodily labor. The laborer should first 

draw his line, if his ditch be a straight one, and cut 

with his spade where the sides of the ditch are to 

be. This will keep the sides smooth when throwing 

out the dirt. The tools needed are a line, a spade, 

shovel, and a pick for hard ground. The spade 

should be half an inch narrower at the bottom than 

at the top. 

Underdrains may be laid with either stones or 

tile. The accompanying illustration represents 

some'of the methods of drainage. A is a ditch laid 

with tile, and filled in with earth. B is a stone 

drain, made by setting two stones of equal hight on 

edge, and covering -with a broad stone, filling the 

ditch half full with these and smaller stones ; then 

lay in a little straw, and fill with dirt. The straw 

will keep the dirt out of the stones until it rots, by 

which time the earth will have settled so as to keep 

itBelf out. C is another method which can be used 

only where there are flat shell stones. D is a ditch

ing spade. E is a horse shoe tile, the kind most 
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generally used, and the best, if the ditch lias a hard 

bottom. F is a form of tile but little used. C is a 

round tile fitted with collars; good if the ditch has 

not a hard bottom, but more expensive than the 

* horse shoe tile. «. p. 

FARMING IN MAINE. 

IN this necessarily brief essay on the " modes, 

system, and local characteristics of farming" in 

Maine, we must be confined to a very brief outline 

of the subject. The system in vogue is not essen

tially different from that of the 'other States of N e w 

England, neither does it comprise any point pecu

liar to itself. W e follow what may properly be con

sidered a mixed husbandry, which in our diverse 

and naturally hard soil, is, taking all things into 

consideration, the best adapted to our purposes and 

needs. But few farmers make any branch of hus

bandry a speciality,-out most of them divide their 

time and labor in producing stock, vegetables, grain, 

grass, and fruit. 

Our State is well adapted to stock raising, and the 

attention of farmers has turned particularly in that 

direction during the past few years, so that 

we can now boast of some of the best stock for the 

yoke, dairy, or shambles, that can be found in the 

country. W e have many'fine herds oi thorough 

bred animals of all the leading breeds, and their 

grades are distributed throughout the State. Sheep 

husbandry has also received much and needed 

attention, and our flocks have been doubled the, past 

three years. They are mostly of the so called native 

breed, but improved blood is found in almost every 

flock. Horse breeding is, extensively carried on both 

for farm and carriage use, and trotting purposes, 

and Maine horses are known and valued over the 

whole eastern portion of the United States. Fruit 

growing is not entered into to any great extent, 

except in apple raising. Large quantities of apples, 

particularly Baldwins, are raised annually, and sent 

out of the State. Many thousand tons of hay pressed 

in bales, are also sent out of the State every year to 

a southern and western market. Of the -grains, 

corn is grown to some extent, producing fair crops ; 

but enough is not produced for consumption. But 

little wheat is raised. Barley and oats are grown 

for sale, and much of the former is sent out of the 

State. Of vegetables, we grow a large amount of 

potatoes—hundreds of thousands of bushels being 

annually exported, furnishing employment, for a 

large number of men, and being one of the chief 

means of replenishing the farmer's purse. 

The methods of tilling and system, of rotation of 

crops, is principally as follows : If the soil is rough 

and hard, it is plowed iij the fall, cross'-plowed and 

thoroughly harrowed the next spring, and sown to 

oats. The next spring it is plowed and planted to 

potatoes, liberally manured, and plastered. The 

third year planted to cprn, manured well, and cul

tivated clean, and the fourth year. sown tp barley, 

and seeded to clover and herd's grass. Another sys

tem is, if the ground is smooth and friable, to break 

up in the spring, manure and plant corn, or potatoes 

on the, sod, and the next year seed down to grass 

with barley or oats, giving the land a good manur

ing. These fields generally remain in sward until 

showing signs of running out. These methods 

vary in some cases, of course, but this is the general 

rule. 

Upon the whole, farmers in Maine are generally 

improving in their methods of farm operation, and 

are advancing in intelligence and social position., 

________ B-
FARMING IN NEW JERSEY. 

THE great extent of our country, its diversity of 

surface, soil, and climate, prevents the same system 

of cultivation, and the same general selection of 

crops being adopted in all sections. Thus, that 

which would flourish in the Southern States, would 

not survive the winters of N e w England, and that 

which would perfect itself during the N e w England 

summer, would be almost useless in the long sum

mer of the Southern States. The prairies of the 

West do not require the same cultivation as the 

hills of the East. Great differences exist'between 

Maine and Texas, Florida and Oregon. Even in 

single States the variety is great. 

To treat of the system and local characteristics 

of agriculture in the State of N e w Jersey, is the 

object of this article. The northern part of the 

State is, very hilly, the middle moderately so, and 

the southern, level and sandy. The modes of culti

vation in use in the central and northern portions 

of the State are hardly adapted to the sandy soil of 

the,lower counties. These counties also contain 

considerable deposits of green sand marl, which is 

extensively used by the farmers for fertilizing pur

poses, giving a "body" to the soil. . This part of 

the State is well adapted to the raising of sweet 

potatoes. Melons are raised for the Philadelphia 

and other markets. 

I shall dwell more particularly on the manner of 

cultivation of the central and northern counties. 

The soil is of all classes, shell, clay, loam—with or 

without rocks or stones, limestone hills in places, 

and so on. The system of cultivation of crops 

known as the five-year system, is in vogue. In the 

first year, the ground is plowed and planted with 

corn or qther " hoe crops;" second year—oats, flax, 

or barley, which is harvested, and the ground 

sowed with winter grain for the third year. Fourth 

year—clover, or other grass for hay. Fifth year— 
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pasture. The four-year system is adopted by some, 

which is the same as the other, excepting that the 

land is allowed to remain in grass, but one year, a part 

of the young grass being fenced off for pasturage. 

Barn yard manure is sometimes applied to corn, but 

chiefly to the winter grain. Corn is generally man

ured in the bill, with hen manure, poudrette, ashes 

and plaster, or whatever is handy. For tending 

corn, we use a common plow, sometimes a cultiva

tor, or "crab" harrow. W e do not husk the corn 

until two or three weeks after cutting, stack the 

stalks, and feed them to cattle in winter in the open 

yard. A few have cow stables. 

Oats are sown on corn stubble, plowed as early in 

spring as practicable, and sown at the rate of two 

bushels per acre. It is bound in harvesting, if long 

enough. Barley or flax are sometimes raised instead 

of oats. The latter is more profitable, and is sow 

from twelve to thirty quarts of seed per acre accord

ing to whether seed or lint is-desired. The oats, 

flax, or barley ground, is plowed in in the fall, and 

sown with winter wheat or rye. Lime is applied 

at this time, twelve to twenty-five bushels per acre. 

Timothy seed is sown after harrowing in the wheat 

three to five quarts per acre. Clover seed is sown 

next February or March. 

Most farmers raise their own stock—a few the 

improved breeds, but the majority the common 

natives. Sheep are not raised to a great extent. 

But few hogs are marketed. Fruit growing is in

creasing in importance. Peaches, for a number 

of years have been been grown for the N e w York 

and Philadelphia markets, in the central and south

ern parts of the State. More peaches are probably 

grown in this State than any other. Underdraining 

is done more in the central than other parts. The 

market gardens in the vicinity of N e w York city 

are well cultivated, and exceedingly productive. 

R E M A K E S . — A m o n g the many valuable essays that 

we have received, (several of which will appear in 

our next number,) we regret that we have only 

received the two preceding ones, " on the modes, 

system, and local characteristics of farming in the 

different States." This.we regret, as we think it 

would be highly interesting and instructive to have 

a short, concise history of farming in the different 

sections of our country. W e will keep the offer 

open of a one dollar book to any person who will send 

us an essay on this subject from any of the other 

States. Will our numerous friends and correspond

ents from other States, let us have essays from them, 

and we will publish them as received, especially 

from the Western States, where we have many 

valuable correspondents that we should like to hear 

from. W e earnestly hope that our Western sub

scribers will keep our readers posted up, on the 

agriculture of the Far West. 

Berries for marketing are grown along all the rail

roads by a few enterprising men. As a farming 

State, N e w Jersey is far from being in the rear. In 

no State of the Union are the mass of the farmers* 

more intelligent. The soil requires more labor than 

the rich prairies of the West, and less than the cold 

hills of the north; and will amply repay the hus

bandman for his toil by the products of its fields 

and gardens. G. F. 
Eeadington, N. J. 

ON THE MANAGEMENT OF STOCK IN 
WINTER. 

I do not pretend to say that what I may offer will 

be the best method of managing stock during the 

winter, but I give it as what has been found to be 

well adapted to a small farmer's situation. 

The first thing in the morning after rising should 

be to visit the barns and see if the stock is all right, 

and to give them a good foddering of hay. After 

breakfast feed again, and in half an hour turn them 

out, water them, and cleanse the stables. If warm 

and sunny weather, and the yard is sheltered, let 

the stock remain in it, keeping cows, sheep and 

horses separate. If stormy or very cold, tie them 

up again. At, noon feed with a good foddering of 

hay or some coarse fodder, if you have it, and water 

again just before sunset, feeding them with hay 

again to last for the night. Four times a day is 

sufficient to feed any stock except working oxen, 

which may well have an evening foddering. If pos

sible, the barn work should be all closed up before 

dark to prevent the use of a lantern. Stock which 

is fed with provender of any kind should be fed at 

the second feeding in the morning. 

The points to which we would call especial atten

tion, is regularity in' feeding, whatever number of 

times it may be. Stock accustomed to , be fed at 

regular hours, are more quiet, and do better than 

those fed on the "just as it may happen" principle. 

Again, we call attention to the value and necessity 

of good water and plenty of it for stock. Every 

farm yard should have a well of water sufficient for 

all such purposes. He who drives his stock a half 

mile, or even a few rods to a brook to water, is far 

behind the times. 

In conclusion, I will only remark, that the true 
; stock raiser and feeder will see that his animals are 

treated with care and kindness. It is a disgrace to 

a farmer's yard to have an animal so wild as to be 

unapproachable, and not less so, to have poverty-

stricken specimens. Feed generously,' but never 

surfeit. Keep them in warm stables, well bedded, 

and perfectly ventilated, and you will have the sat

isfaction of knowing that you have done your best 

for the enjoyment and well-being of your share of 

the brute creation. Q. E. B., (Maine.) 
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THE BREEDS OF SWINE. 

LIKE all other classes of animals, to speak in 

detail of the dfferent herds of swine which have 

been produced by crossing, would require a large 

volume. I propose here to speak of only the recog

nized breeds originally introduced into this country, 

and one produced here. 

The Cliester Breed.—This is an American breed, 

having originated in Chester County, Pennsylvania, 

from which it takes its name. It has been widely 

distributed during the past few years, and seems to 

give general satisfaction to all who have Taised 

them, and are considered by many as the greatest 

and best breed in this country. The breed is said 

to bo the result of breeding and crossing the best 

specimens in the country during the past thirty-five 

years. The genuine Chester is pure white, long 

body, square build, with small, fine bone, and pro

duces a large amount of meat in comparison with 

the amount of food consumed. The fact that the 

Chester will readily fatten at any age, makes them 

the breed for the people, being suitable to slaughter 

in the fall when nine months old, or they can be 

kept growing two years. Well fed spring pigs will 

range from 250 to 400 pounds, when slaughtered in 

early December. W e have had them go above 

that figure. This is the most desirable kind of pork 

for general farm raising, and which is for home 

consumption. 

Berkshires.—This old English breed was one of 

the first introduced into this country, and is widely 

disseminated. They attain the largest size of any 

of our breeds. Its distinguishing color is tawny 

white or reddish brown with black spots. Legs 

short, hair thick and curly, and flesh apt to be rather 

coarse. Make very fine bacon hams, and are of a 

tough, hardy nature and disposition. They are per

haps 'the most widely distributed and generally 

approved of any breed in the United States. 

The Suffolk Breed.—-This is an English breed, but 

has been improved in this country by crossing with 

others, especially the Chinese. The Suffolks are 

very handsome animals, generally of a white or 

light color, and well proportioned. They do not 

make large hogs, but are of medium size, with good 

feed, ranging from 250 to 300 pounds at a year old. 

Comparatively small feeders, and produce sweet, 

fine-flavored pork. 

Essex.—This is another English breed, whose 

characteristics are a black and white color, though 

sometimes a pure black, which Youatt says is a test 

of their purity, particularly " if they have small teat

like appendages hanging beneath the neck." They 

are of medium size, small heads, well " set up" on 

legs, small upright ears, short bristles, small boned, 

and delicate flesh. 

There are various other breeds and mixtures, 

among which is the Chinese, which is a small, fine 

animal, making nice meat, but not often found pure 

as a breed. It has been quite extensively crossed 

with others, making, it is said, a desirable variety. 

In fact, except in the case of the Chester, it is hard 

finding specimens of tho other fixed breeds which 

can be proved of undoubted purity, they having 

been crossed so extensively. The old native breed, 

sometimes called " land pikes," have gradually been 

driven out, and a better taken its place, so that it is 

difficult to fii\d an animal of the hog kind in the 

agricultural States but what shows and possesses 

some points that prove his parentage as having 

been of purer blood. B. 
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IwtottttM 
THE GARDEN. 

THE seed time, for this year, is past, and the harvest 

is mostly gathered. The warm, pleasant days, when 

it was a delight to walk into the garden, view the 

growing plants, and watch the ripening fruits, have 

passed away. The gardener will be left to perform 

the remaining labors of the season undisturbed by the 

intrusion of those, who, in brighter days, sought the 

garden as a pleasant ramble. 

It is too early, yet, to put the garden in condition to 

meet the frosts of winter,, or to harvest those vegeta

bles which are improved by remaining in the ground 

until it is about to be frozen up; but a great deal can 

be found to dos 

The beds of onions, spinach, strawberries, & c , that 

were planted in August or September, should receive 

a good cleaning this month. 

The process of earthing up celery is to be continued 

as long, as it is growing. If the cloudy, showery 

weather of August and September caused the weeds 

to get the 6tart of you, cut them up, and take them to 

the compost heap. 

It is very bad policy to allow the weeds to get a 

start; but wc have had some weather the past season 

when it seemed impossible to hoe them at the proper 

time, without working the ground when it was too wet. 

Now is a good time to try an experiment in trench

ing the garden. Try a small plot, inverting the soil, 

and loosen the subsoil ten or twelve inches, and watch 

the result. W e predict that you will try a larger plot 

next fall. 

It is a good plan to throw heavy soils into ridges, to 

expose more surface to the action of winter frosts and 

the early suns of spring. The soil will be earlier for it. 

VINEYARDS. 

ON the 4th oi September, at the invitation of P. 

Barry, Esq., we left Rochester, to visit the vinelands 

of Naples, Ontario County, in this State. Taking the 

6.50 A. M. train, on the Erie Railroad, we had a delight

ful morning ride. The sun rose clear and bright in a 

cloudless sky, but over Rochester and the surrounding 

country lay a thick fog, which enveloped all nature. 

But "old sol," with his fierce and burning rays, soon 

dispelled the thick vapor, and left all nature bright 

and cheerful, and the country looking as if it had put 

on its brightest apparel especially for the occasion. A 

finer and more lovely day could not have been desired 

than the 4th day of September. 

The party consisted of P. Barry, G. Ellwanger, 

H. E. Hooker, "W. S. Little, H. E. Boardman, E. Frost, 

of Rochester and E. W . Herendeen, of Macedon. As 

the train passed rapidly along we had only a faint 

glimpse of the country. Here a man plowing up a 

pasture field for wheat, there a man showing his head 
just above ground, ditching. The orchards along the 

route looked bare of fruit. Corn appeared very unsat

isfactory and backward. At 9 A. M., we arrived at 

Blood Station, on the New York and Erie Railroad, 

and were met by J. W . Clark and E. B. Pottlej of 

Naples. They are the largest grape growers in that 

region, and to see and examine their vineries was the 

object of our visit. Taking a seat in open carriages, 

at this place we had a delightful ride through the valleys 

of Conhocton and Naples. The valleys run north and 

south, and, on each side are high hills, one of which is 

a thousand feet in elevation, and with a gentle, running 

brook on the low lands, formed a most beautiful and 

picturesque scene. The hills on the west side are 

being planted extensively with vineyards, and we 

learned from' Mr. Clark that over 1,500 acres were 

already set out. 

After a pleasant ride of flye miles, we arrived at 

Mr. C.'s vineyard, which is situated on a side hill 

sloping towards the southeast, The soil is a gravelly 

clay, and very strong. The vines are planted fifteen 

ieet apart each way, and run north and south. In the 

spring the land is plowed about four inches deep, with 

two horses, and then cultivated once or twice through 

the season. No pruning is done through the summer. 

The grapes are grown on the lower arms, none being 

allowed on the upper canes, which are removed in the 

spring, so as to throw all the fruit on to the lower 

canes. Five acres of Isabellas are in bearing, which 

were just commencing to ripen. Some of the bunches 

were already quite dark colored. The grapes were 

quite large, and very even. They have never been 

troubled with thrip, and very little with mildew or 

rot. The vines and fruit looked in the healthiest con

dition, and gave promise of a very large yield. They 

generally commence to pick by the 20th of September, 

yielding on the average about eight tons to the five 

acres. The yard, in the centre, is quite low, sloping 

towards the southeast, forming a kind of basin, and 

we noticed that the vines on the lower wet land seem

ed as healthy as the others, but bore very little fruit— 

quite a contrast to those on the bank, which had a 

very good crop. This we Bhould think might be 

remedied by laying an underdraln through that part, 

as at the time of our visit it was quite damp and wet, 

while the banks were dry. 

Mr. Clark has kindly furnished us with a written 

report of his method of cultivation and management, 

which we give below. 

" My vineyard now in bearing, consists of about four 

and a half acres, facing the southeast. It may be 

called a side' hill soil—or, as it has been called, 

a stony loam, very loose, and poor drift land, and 

requ'ires-no'drainage. The vines were planted in tho 

spring of 1857 and 1858; set 15 feet apart each way. In 

planting the vines, the holes were dug 18 inches 'doep, 

and 2 feet across. A composition was added of sea

soned swamp muek, leached ashes, and soil, about 

equal parts, and about a half bushel m each. The same 

season planted corn among the 'vines, both making a 

very poor growth the first year. The second season 

the vines were tied to stakes. The third season put 

up posts, out 11 feet long,' for the purpose of using the 

second and third time, as they rot off at the top of tha 
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ground. Set them 7 1-2 feet apart, use wooden slats, 

1 by 11-2 inches, 15 feet long, of pine or bass wood, 

commencing 18 inches from the ground, making a 

trellis 6 feet high, with 5 6lats, running the whole 

length of the vineyard, north and south. 

" The vines send up from the roots, 3 and sometimes 

4 canes; use 2 as base vines, tied to the lower slat, run

ning 71-2 feet each way, on the lower slat on the trel

lis. The other vines are cut shorter, dividing the 

spaces on the trellis, and when trimmed should only 

reach the third slat, leaving the fourth and filth Blats 

for the growth of the vines the next season. 

" I usually trim in the month of March, having more 

time than earlier in the season; but should prefer to 

trim them in the fall, soon after the frost has killed 

the leaves, and trim on the spur and cane system, i. e., 

leaving the canes on the lower slat to reach each other, 

leaving two buds on the spur for next year's growth. 

In the month of June, when the vines have made from 

i to 6 inches growth, I go over the vineyard, and with 

my hand break off all the imperfect shoots or limbs, 

and double buds, and suckers coming up from the 

roots, except occasionally a strong shoot, which I 

leave for a base vine the next season, and cut out a 

weak vine in the place of it. Great care should be 

taken not to leave too much wood. 

" The trimming is very easily done. You require 

no knife or shears. It is all done with the hand. The 

trellis should be full on the lower slat, on which most 

of the fruit should grow; and by careful trimming at 

that season of the year, you can leave just enough 

wood to cover the trellis, and at the same time avoid 

an excess of wood and foliage so as to admit all the 

air and sunshine to perfeet the ripening of the wood 

and fruit. Very little fruit should be allowed to grow 

above the third slat. 

" I do no summer pruning after the middle of June ; 

have an abundance of room above the fruit for the 

vine ana foliage, and do not allow over 25 pounds of 

grapes to grow to the vine; 20 pounds would be bet

ter still, covering a space 15 feet, by 6, on the trellis. 

Grape growers make a great mistake in raising too 

many grapes to the vine. A large crop is a sure indica

tion of poor fruit. Other fruits will throw off what 

they cannot ripen, although the fruit may be small or 

imperfect from over-bearing; still it ripens. Not so 

with the grape, which will carry a large quantity of 

•ruit along, all of good size and late in season, turn red 

or change color until the frost finds it; whereas, if only 

one-third or half had been allowed, would have rlpenod. 

" I have a grape house near the centre of the vine

yard, octagon in form, two stories high, 24 feet across, 

with a cellar for making wine. On six sides I have 

slats, one> above another, to run each end of the pick

ing trays or boxes on, commencing at the bottom, to 

shove in the trays and boxes, as drawers, enough to 

hold 12,000 pouudB, where I keep them until they are 

packed and have as little handling as possible. When 

carefully packed, they will keep for a long time with

out losing their bloom, or shrivelling. 

" Adjoining the grape house, I have a packing room 

where 4 to 8 girls or women are employed, commencing 

about the 20th of September, and ending this year, 

12th December. Pack them in 2 and 4-pound round 

pasteboard boxes with wooden bottoms, and enclose 

them in tight, light wooden boxes or cases holding 

from 18 to 24 of the 4-pound boxes and 45 of the 

2-pound fancy boxes, and Bend them by express to 

market. They were sold up to the middle of October 

in the 4-pound boxes, at 25 cents per pound; in smaller 

fancy 2-pound boxes, at 81 cents, in Philadelphia, and 

at 20 and 25 cents each in Baltimore and New York. 

After that time prices went down, there being BO many 

inferior grapes thrown on the market. Those that I 

packed and shipped through the whole season, netted 

me after paying express charges, commission, &c, 14 

cents, delivered on the cars at Blood's Station. 

"I packed from my vineyard, 11,500 pounds, and sold 

to the wine company, Crooked Lake, 10,000 at 4 cents. 

In consequence of being disappointed* In the receipt 

of boxes, I delayed until after the frost came, and 

injured the balance of my grapes tor packing, and solel 

nearly one half for wine. 

" I have now 12 acres planted to several varieties, 

Including a large share of Catawba, Diana, Delaware, 

&c, and intend planting as many more acres In the 

spring." 

Mr. C. thinks it Is of the greatest Importance to 

grape growers not to allow too many grapes upon the 

vine, and to grow them on strong canes. 

From here the party proceeded to Mr. Pottle's vine

yard, which is situated on a very 6tcep hill side. 

His system is somewhat different from that of Mr. 

Clark's. The soil is a clay slate, and the vines are 

planted 12 feet apart each way, and trained on wire 

trellis. The end posts are braced as shown iu the 

accompanying cut, and a convenient arrangement is in 

d. 

B 

use for tightening the wires. The trellis Is some 70 

rods long, and at each of the end posts are plugs, a. b, 

and c, to which the wire is attached. The end of the 

plug Is made square, to which a wrench Is used to turn 

it, and the wire being put through It, the plug is gently 

turned until made quite tight. Figure/will show the 

shape of the plug, which as soon as the wire Is drawn 

perfectly tight, is driven fast Into the post. In the fall 

after the vines are through bearing, it is loosened, tho 

wire slackened, and in the spring again tightened up. 

Very little sagging occurs, as at each post the wire 

is nailed to keep It up In its place, Hickory wood 

pins are used. Mr. P. has about five acres' In bearing, 
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principally Isabellas, which are allowed to carry all 

the fruit that matures. None are picked off, and the 

show gave prospect of a very large yield. The fruit 

was fine in appearance, and was coloring. Three 

trellises were devoted to Catawbas, which hung very 

heavy on.,the, vines. Clusters quite large,,and fridt 

fine. No ,thrfp at, all, but here and there, wgre marks 

of the hail storm whieh swept over that locality this 

6pring. There were.marks on many berries, of black 

spots, and the fruit spoiled. Very little mildew was 

to be seen. From our observations in this vineyard, 

we felt more convinced of the importance, of thinning 

out fruit, and leaving only as many bunches as the 

vines can perfect. 

Mr. Clark provided a bountiful repast for the com

pany, at which Adirondack grapes, (perfectly ripe,) 

raised by Mr. Pottle, were introduced and enjoyed. 

These gentlemen omitted nothing that could afford 

pleasure to the party, and it was with' feelings' of 

regret that we took leave of them. Returning 

home by way of Canandaigua, we had a pleasant sail 

up the lake that bears that name, but its beauties our 

pen can not describe, and want of space forbids. 

GOLDEN DWARF PEACH TREE. 

BELOW we give a cut of this remarkable tree which 

originated about the year 1856, on the grounds of Mr. 

Van Buren, of Georgia. Messrs. Miller & Co., of Setz-

ler's Store, Pennsylvania, are the only parties who 

have these trees for sale, and in a letter received from 

them, they give us the following history of the Golden 

Dwarf Peach. 

MESSES. EDS. :—It is supposed to be an accidental cross 

between the Italian Dwarf and Van Zandt's Superb. 

Dr. J. F. Evans, formerly of Chester county, Pennsyl

vania, but now of South Vineland, New Jersey, in 1859, 

succeeded in securing a few stumps of trees, with the 

pledge that he would not part with any buds before 

the year 1861. Mr. Van Buren expected to get his 

stock north before, that time, but the rebellion thwart

ed his plans. Besides Dr. E., there was but one man 

in the north who had possession of this tree; he receiv

ed two from Mr. Van Buren-, and kept them for his own 

use. W e received the buds from the doctor. The origi

nal tree when four years old, was but, twenty-eight 

inches in hight, but by ,being budded on a stronger 

root, it is somewhat enlarged.' The foliage is large, 

of a rich, dark green, and so dense, that, not a ray of 

light can traverse the head in any direction. 

Very Respectfully, 

» M I L L E R & Oo. 

It is a golden yellow peach, and the cheek, which 

covers half of it, is of the richest carmine.; The accom

panying out was taken from a tree that is making its 

first year's growth from the bud. W e saw one of these 

dwarfs a short time since, and the accompanying cut 

gives a very good representation of this new member 
of the fruit family. 

THE KITTATINNY BLACKBERRY. 

MEETING OF ERUIT GROWERS AND MEMBERS OE THE 

FARMERS', CLUE. 

BEPOBTED FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

ALL lovers of good fruit will be interested to know 

that there has been a Blackberry recently introduced 

to the horticultural world by E. Williams, of Mont

elair, New Jersey, which for flavor,, size,1 and,product-

iveness, combined with several other desirable quali

ties, is so,, much superior to the Lawton, or any other 

variety in cultivation, that if cannot fail to become a 

general favorite with all. 

,, W e learn that the Kittatinny was first discovered in 

the town of Hope, New Jersey, near the base of the 

Kittatinny mountains, ten or fifteen years ago. Since 

then, it has proved to be perfectly hardy, even where 

the Lawton-has been winter killed.' 

About the first of August, by invitation of Mr. Wil

liams, in company with about thirty fruit growers 

from several different States of the Union, we had the 

pleasure of visiting the original plants iu full'- bearing, 

on the grounds of Mr. G. H. Courson; Newton, New 

Jersey, where each could tost the merits ofHhe new 

berry for himself,' an opportunity which "none failed to 

imprbve. After spending an hour or two among the 

Kittatinnies, the "blackberry party" returned to the 

Anderson House, where a meeting was held, "̂fhe 

Hon. N. C. Ely, of New York, presiding. Acorlmit-

tee of five was appointed 'to make a repofVand draft 

resolutions, as follows :' Dr. J. A. Warder, of Cincin

nati, Ohio; S. B. Parsons, Flushing, Long Island; 

William Parry, Cinnaminson, New Jersey; P. Quinn, 

Newark, New Jersey; M. F. Cowdery, Ohio. 

Dr. Warder, chairman of the committee, presented 

the following, which were passed unanimously; 
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Whereas, Having this "day, August 2,1866, observed 
the fields of Kittatinny blackberries in cultivation at 
Newton, New Jersey, and tested the fruit, now in full 
Serfeetion, we deem it due to Mr. E. Williams, of 
[ontclair, and to the horticultural public, to state 

that we regard this new variety recently introduced 
by Mr. Williams, worthy of unqualified praise. , The 
hardiness, vigor, and productiveness of the plant, 
together with the size and unsurpassed flavor of the 
fruit, would seem to leave nothing further to be desired 
in a blackberry ripening at this period of the summer, 
either for private gardens, or for the market. 
Resolved, That the thanks of this gathering of horti

culturists from different States, be tendered to Mr. E. 
Williams, of Montelair, and Mr. G. H.. Courson, of 
Newton, for their candor, kindness, and courtesy, in 
aiding the prosecution of our investigations, and also 
to the citizens of Newton for the interest they have 
manifested in our visit, and the attention they have 
shown us. 
Resolved, That to the proprietors of the Anderson 

House, Newton—Messrs. J. & H. Ward, our consider
ation and thanks are eminently dife, and are hereby 
heartily tendered for the attention they have shown 
us, and the excellent manner in which they have cater
ed to our comfort and pleasure. 
HOW W E FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 

COUNTRY. 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER, BY P. O. BEYN0LDS. 

NUMBER EIGHT. 

GATHERING APPLES. 

In nothing connected with farming has a greater 

change taken place within the last forty years, than in 

the relative importance of the orchard. I have a vivid 

recollection of the orchard as it was, nearly forty years 

ago, in the eastern part of this State, near the Connec

ticut line. The few grafted trees were well known to 

the boys—their number being quite limited. Farmers 

never thought of selling table fruit; indeed, few had 

enough of good, improved fruit for their own families, 

but usually buried, somewhere in the garden, some of 

the more durable of the natural fruit. Those who 

were boys in those days, can well remember how the 

apple pit was cherished. The orchard was a source of 

profl.t, then, not from the sale of the fruit, but from 

the sale of the alcohol it contained. The farmer care

fully excluded his swine from his orchard that he 

might save the cider apples. These were ground into 

cider, and that distilled into cider brandy, or apple 

jack, which was a staple article of traffic, as well as 

of home consumption. There was a distillery of cider 

brandy near the school which I attended when a boy, 

and I remember the aversion with which the scholars 

regarded it. Several of the distiller's sons and sons-in-

law died of that frightful disease, " delirium tremens," 

and the horrible agonies of their lastmaments as related 

by eye-witnesses, were a powerful temperance lecture 

to the children who attended that school. I am not 

aware that cider was ever distilled in the Genesee 

country, but corn has been to an alarming extent. 

For several years after our removal to the Genesee 

country, (which was thirty years ago,) we used to put 

all our winter apples into the cellar, and those not 

consumed by the family rotted down, or were fed out 

to the hogs. Now, however, the apple crop is of much 

greater importance—often the most important crop on 

the farm. I know of a farmer, with a poor farm, on 

whieh is an apple orchard of about three acres. A 

mortgage of seven hundred dollars had rested on the 

farm for several years, he being unable to reduce it. 

Last year he sold hia crop of apples for twelve hundred 

dollars, removed the mortgage, and had a nice sum 

left for improvements. 

The fruit crop is becoming quite a lottery, in which 

the blanks are full as numerous as the prizes. I know 

of an apple orchard of fifteen acres, which produced, 

in 1862, 2,000 barrels, but since that time has not yielded 

200 barrels In any one year, and will not have twenty 

of good, marketable fruit this year. When an orchard 

happens to produce a large crop, in a season of scarcity, 

the profit is much greater than that afforded by other 

farm crops. 

In modern orchards, the trees are pretty much all 

grafted, and generally with select varieties, conse

quently the surplus is all saleable. Summer and 

autumn apples are raised to some extent, but the bulk 

of the crop are winter apples. These Bhould not be 

picked until after the middle of October, to enable 

them to attain their full size. Fruit enlarges consid

erably in the latter stages of maturing. Some think 

that by picking them so late they lose more by wind

falls, than they gain by the increased size. If that be 

true, there is certainly a great gain in quality. It ia 

mainly the imperfect fruit that falls before the maturity 

of the crop, and they are really unfit to barrel, as they 

will probably perish themselves, and cause the sound 

fruit in the same barrel to rot. They can be turned 

to profit in other ways. 

Before the apple harvest comes on, the farmer 

should provide a suitable number of ladders of various 

hights, step-ladders for the lower limbs, and round 

ladders for the higher ones. One rule should be forci

bly impressed upon every one engaged in handling 

apples, and that is, handle carefully, so as not to bruise. 

A handle-bosket, with a hook attached to hang it upon 

a limb, or a bag with two corners tied together, with a 

twig In the mouth to keep It open, should be used In 

picking from the tree. The appleB should be placed in 

the basket or bag, not dropped in, and carefully emptied 

Into a pile for assorting. 

Whenever practicable, the farmer should himself 

attend to assorting and packing the fruit. Dealers 

usually require that the bottom of the barrel be faced, 

that is, that large, fair apples be placed upon the bot

tom, stems downward, so that when that end is opened 

by the broker, in New York, or elsewhere, they may 

show to the best advantage. The honest, high-minded 

farmer will see to It that the barrel is filled with honest 

fruit. In filling the barrel, it Is well to use an ordinary 

peach basket, so that it can be put down into the bar

rel, and the contents emptied out, not poured in from 

the top. As each successive basket is emptied in, the 

barrel should be slightly shaken, and it should be 

filled a little more than level with tho top, so as to be 

pressed down with the apple ecrew. If properly 

packed, there will be no sound from the apples as the 

barrel is rolled. 
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Every farmer who ships apples, should be provided 

with a self-supporting, inclined plane, to facilitate 

rolling the barrels into the wagon. An apple rack, 

where many apples are barreled, is necessary to carry 

a large load. Three strong cedar poles, 18 feet long, 

held together by cross-pieces, will carry 20 barrels, in 

three rows, the barrels lying down lengthwise of the 

wagon. Dealers usually require the name of the 

apple, and of the producer, marked on the head of the 

barrel. 

TREE PLANTING. 

WBrrrEN FOB THE AMERICAN FARMER, "BY MAC." 

WHEN you are notified that the trees ordered are 

ready for delivery, lose no time in bringing them home, 

and before you take them from the agent, see that you 

have what you ordered, and that they are healthy aud 

thrifty, and properly labeled; if not, take only such as 

are, and leave him to do the best he can with those 

left. He may not like it, but cannot make you pay for 

a worthless article. When taken home, bnry the roots 

at once, and plant them at your leisure, taking care 

that the job is properly done. 

Strawberries are best planted in spring; but if they 

come in the fall, too late, or after the first of Septem

ber, they can be kept over winter by being planted 

close in boxes of moist earth in the cellar; or in the 

garden, and covered with six inches of straw. Grapes, 

roses, currants, gooseberries, and the like, are best to 

be heeled in in a dry, sheltered spot in the garden till 

spring, well covered, nearly to the tops, with earth or 

straw; the latter, however, attracts the mice. If you 

are wise, you will have your ground ready, and the 

holes dug before the trees come, and then you have 

only to throw in a little fresh earth. Place the trees in 

their proper position, and hold them straight while 

the roots are covered in with loose earth, which should 

be settled among them by the application of half a 

pall of water to each tree just before the hole is quite 

filled; then cover with more earth, and heap up around 

the tree a foot high. That will keep it from heaving 

out with the frost, and keep the mice away. H it is 

settled too much, heap up a little more just before the 

first hard frost comes. If you want to do the business 

first rate, have a heap of composted muck, leaves, 

scrapings of the road, &c, with a few bushels of 

slacked lime added, and put a barrowf ull to each tree, 

when filling up the hole in planting. It should be 

made some time beforehand, and well composted by 

turning over two or three times. No barn yard manure 

should ever be placed among the roots of trees, but it is 

a good plan to mulch them afterwards with a little of 

it. Trees should not be planted deeper than an inch 

from the crown of the roots. 

T H E bearing stems of all raspberries except the 

ever-bearing kinds, should be at once cut away as soon 

as they have done fruiting. Blackberry plantations 
are also much easier handled by cutting tho bearing 

canes- away immediately after they are done fruiting. 

—Horticulturist. 

THE DOVE PLANT. 

THIS plant is now ia flower, in the conservatory ot 

A Erickson, Esq., of this city, and through his polite 

offer, visible to the lovers of such rare and curious 

productions of the Divine Hand. It belongs to the 

Orchis family, and is a native of South America, Island 

of Cuba, &c. He has been carefully cultivating it for 

several years in the hope of seeing its singular and 

wonderful flowers. These have begun to open, sup

posed to be the first of the kind in Western New York, 

The plant is far from beautiful, but its flower—that is 

the admiration. Its form is that of a dove, head and 

bill, body and wings, in the centre of the flower, as 

about to sit in a brooding state on its nest below; the 

whole nearly pure (almost waxy) white. As an Orchid, 

its name is Peristeria elata, winged Dove-flower, or 

Dove-nest, from the Greek, which means a dove. The 

Spanish have named it Espiritu Santo, and the English 

have called it Holy Ghost plant or flower. It is not 

strange that this flower Bhould remind Christians of 

the baptism at the river Jordan. It should be known, 

however, that the Orchids have long been famed for 

flowers which indicate at once the forms of animal 

life. An author wrote nearly two centuries ago, that 

the Orchids showed, more than any other, "diverse 

genera and species, figures and resemblances of animals 

and of their parts, wonderfully drawn." Indeed, he 

gives figures of the flowers, of one of the Orchids which 

contain a beautiful bird; though the leaves show that 

the plant is very unlike the one here in flower. Among 

Messrs. Ellwanger & Barry's splendid plants are sev

eral rare and wonderful Orchids in flower. C. D, 

• • ^ - • f c * - ^ 

FLOWERS.—At the State Fair held at Saratoga, Mr. 

James Vick, of this city, entered a number of flowers, 

and took all the first prizes for which he competed. 

The Saratogian, of September 15, says: " James Vick, 

had a splendid exhibition of flowers at the Fair, that 

attracted much attention from visitors, and took sev

eral prizes, namely, the first on cut flowers, the same 

on pansies, ten weeks' stocks, collection of dahlias; 

and also for twenty-four dissimilar blooms of dahlias, 

and German asters, and American seedling verbenas. 

All these were in the professional list, as Mr. Viek is 

one of the largest dealers in the country, both native 

and foreign." 

WE have just received from J. 0. Weeks, West Web

ster, N. Y., some fine specimens of the Tilden Tomato. 

They are very large, and of first-rate quality, and are 

rapidly gaining in public favor as the best variety to 

Cultivate. _ 

The Gardener's Monthly sayB that experience has 

Shown that a scythe, grasB hook, or even a pair of box 

shears will get over the lawn faster amongst trees than 

a narrow mower, and on the whole no lawn mowing 

machine that has been tried in that section can be 

recommended. *' 

POTATOES are rotting badly in this section. 
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jplfe' gtprtejtf* 
M A D E L I N E ' S K I T C H E N C A B I N E T . 

A NEW KITCHEN ERA. 

WHEN we are all better cooks than we are to-day, we 

shall be universally better men, women and children, 

and have fewer occasions to employ doctors, and on an 

average, live longer, and more happily, and put on 

pecuniary independence more rapidly, and well; let us 

learn to he better cooks, as fast as we can, and let us 

tell T H E F A R M E R everything we can think of, that is 

likely to'be new or valuable to somebody, and the pro

bability is we shall prove a mutual blessing society of 

American farmers' wives, and daughters, and sisters. 

Now, permit me to present Mons. Blot again, and his 

FIFTH BILL OF FARE. 

1. Potage au lentiles.—The lentiles should be soaked 

five-or six hours in cold water; then boiled in meat 

broth with parsley, pepper, thynie, cloves, and onion, 

for seasoning. When done, the soup to be pressed 

through a cullender, first placing in the tureen a few 

pieces of bread sliced thin and fried brown. 

2. Oysters en Croquilles.—Boil the oysters one minute 

in their own liquor. Then lade them into a saucepan, 

having a broth or thin batter, made of flour, eggs, and 

a little butter, seasoned with pepper and salt. Boil in 

this two minutes, and set away to cool. Clean the 

deep shells, lay in each one an' oyster, fill in as much 

batter as it will hold, Bift over cracker crumbs, lay on 

a bit of butter, and bake fifteen minutes in a moderately 

hot oven. 

3. Fillet of Beef .—This is 6imply roasting a nice fillet 

of beef in a quick oven, and dressing it towards the 

last, with rich, high seasoned Madeira sauce., 

4. Partridge, en Crampandine.—The birds are split and 

quartered, the larger bones removed, then dipped in 

beaten egg, rolled in fine bread crumbs, placed iu a 

dripping pan in a moderately hot oven, and when Jialf 

baked, a sauce made of some meat broth, butter, flour, 

a bit of fried onion, and a spoonful of vinegar is turned 

over the birds, and the cooking completed. 

5. Potatoes in Croquettes.—Raw potatoes sliced very 

thin, fried brown in hot, clean drippings, and a dressing 

of sweet, thick cream, poured over them at the moment, 

they are done. 

6. Eggs a la Neige.—Eggs and white sugar, with 

enough fine, sifted flour, are to be beaten together into 

a stiff batter. Then the batter is dipped by spoonsful 

hito boiling milk, boiled three minutes, and then skim

med out into a covered dish. When done boiling cakes, 

add threê beaten eggs and sugar enough to sweeten, to 

the milk, gook Ave minutes, and pour the .cus

tard thus made,over, the cakes. T^is is a, delicate 
dessert. Here follows 

BILL OF FARE, NO. 6. 

Just a little pretentious, but simplo, economical and 

excellent. The soup, whieh leads off, M. Blot informs 

us, was invented by His Royal Highness the Prince of 

Monaco. But that does not matter a mite.- It isjust 

as good as if any of us cooks or kitchen maids had 
invented it. . ,,, 

1. Potage a la Monaco.— Bread cut in, thin flllits and 

dried hard in a, hot oven. Then the pieces of bread 

are, placed in the soup tureen, and a little sugar and 

grated orange peel 6ifted over, some very thin bits of 

butter laid on, and, boiling ,milk turned over. Then 

the soup is ready. ; ; 

5. Bass a la Genoise.—Almost any good pan fish will 

do. Score the sides of the fish quite through, place 

them in the pan with a little carrot and onion chopped 

very fine, and an inch in depth of rich meat broth, and 

bake till done through. Then some butter gravy, 

thickened with bread crumbs, is. to be turned over the 
fish while hot. 

3. Mutton Chops a la Jardinier.— Nice, juicy, mutton 

chops are first beaten flat, then put to fry with sweet 

butter. Carrots and turnips are sliced into wafers, 

boiled soft. Then a beaten egg, a spoonful of butter, 

and two of flour are whipped together with a little 

warm water turned over the vegetables, and the whole 

over the chops, and the cooking continued five minutes. 

4. Pheasant en Propitiates.—The fowl is to be trussed, 

salted, and put into a pan and baked until about half 

done, small bits'of fat pork, onion cut fine, parsley, 

thyme, pepper, and a little butter being all cooked 

with the bird-

Then it is cut in pieces, each piece being laid separ

ately on clean, white paper, with a spoonful of pork 

and gravy. The edges of the .papers are then folded 

over, and being replaced in the dripping pan, they are 

returned to'the oven and baked fifteen minutes. 

The following dishes to follow, in this bill of fare, 

have already be^n given, and need not be repeated here. 
5. Carrots Bechamel. 

6. Turnips glaces. 

7. Apples enfritteur. 

8. Meringues. 
BILL OP FARE, NO. 7 

Is more for our folks at home, but fit for an emperor 

at home or abroad. 

1. Mock Turtle Soup.—A quarter of a pound each of 

butter and flour is stirred thoroughly,into two quarts 

of warm, rich, veal broth, and put into a kettle with 

a carrot, an onion, thyme, and parsley, all chopped 

very fine, and pepper and salt .to season. When the 

soup has boiled three-quarters of an hour, add, a gill 

of good port wine, or brandy. Then slice the. .inside 

of a lemon, and three hard-boiled °gg3i lav tb<im over 

the veal which has been boiled and placed in the 

tureen, and pour the soup oyer it. 

To those who object to the use of wine or liquors in 

cooking, I have to say that mock turtle soup can be 

made very good without either, but not so good aa 

with them. 

2. Beef boiled—Bibert sauce. 

S. Calf s Head Poidette. 

4. Calf's Tongue a la Italienne. 

All these aro given elsewhere 
5. Potatoes Stuffed. 

Takelarge-sizod, round, smooth potatoes, wash, para 
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thin, cut in halves, and scrape out the interior, leaving 

a shell half an inch thick. Then boil 'and mash 

thoroughly, good mealy potatoes, mix with them 

parsley chopped fine, an onion fried in butter, and 

minced, and an egg to every three potatoes. Stuff the 

scooped out shells pretty close With the material, 

skewer together, enclose separately, and tie in bits of 

clean rags, and boil half an hour. 

•,' 6. Cream Renvcrsce. 

Take apint of sifted flour, and wet up to a d'ough 

with cold milk ;< then thin it to a batter with as much 

boiling milk; set it on the fire in a saucepan, and stir 

vigorously as it thickens, and when it has cooked three 

minutes, take it off; add four eggs well beaten up, 

white sugar to sweeten, and lemon to flavor. Then 

turn it into a tin mold, place the mold in a pan of hot 

water over a slow fire, and in five minutes the material 

will be as light as a puff ball. Then bake twenty min

utes in a moderate oven; and turn upside clown. To 

be eaten cold. 

7. Croquignoles vAth Althorids.—This is made of equal 

parts of flour, sugar, eggs, butter, and two ounces' of 

finely pounded sweet almonds, wet up with milk, 

thoroughly mixed into a stiff dough, then Well kneaded, 

rolled out a quarter of an inch thick, cut into fancy 

shapes, and fry in hissing, not lard. 

DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

E. HARRIS' BAKING POWDER.—If any of our lady 

readers are in the habit of making soda biscuit, they 

will thank- us, if they only try it, for recommending 

Harris' baking powder. W e are satisfied that it is a 

superior article. Three teaspoonsful of the powder 

sifted with a quart of flour, a pint of salt, and mixed 

with about a pint of sweet milk, made into biscuit and 

baked immediately, will produce delicious cakeB for 

tea, or any other time. W e know nothing of the party 

who makes the powder. It costs only 80 cents per 

pound. 

M A K I N G BREAD.—Set a yeast cake to soak in a little 

warm water. Sift into'your bread bowl the required 

quantity of flour. Pour into the centre, one quart of! 

boiling water, cool with new milk, if convenient, and 

,add the soaking yeast cakes and water; sprinkle a lit-

itle flour over the batter, and let it stand over night.. 

Early in the morning add to the. emptyings one quart 

of milk warm water, mix, and knead thoroughly, and 

form into' loaves. Let it rise in a warm place, and 

bake at least one hour. 

" A R E A D E R " writes us that she has tried "Made

line's" receipt, for "Common-Sense," home-made 

Coffee, as published in the September number of T H E 

F A R M E R , using "Java" in place of "Rio." She paid 

45 cents per pound for Java, iind 20 cents per quart for 

peas—producing about two pounds of good coffee—a 

better article than is sold at 40 cents per pound; and 

costing but Co cents.- To furnish your own coffee, 

purchase a small grinding mill, the raw material, arid 

follow " Madeline's" directions, and you have an ex

cellent substitute coffee, free from d.-)cterious com

pounds. 
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A MOMENT OF HORROR. 

F°K twenty-three years old Jake Willard has cultivat

ed the soil of Baldwin county, and. drawn therefrom 

support for self and wife. He is childless. Not long 

since, Jake left the house in search of ° cow. His 

search was through an old worn out patch of clay land, 

of about six acres iu extent, in the centre of which was a 

we'll twenty-five or thirty feet deep, that at some time, 

probably, had furnished the inmates of a dilapidated 

house near by with water. In passing by the spot, an 

ill wind drifted Jake's "tile" from his head, and mali

ciously wafted it to the edge of the well, and in it 

tumbled. . . 

Now, the old gentleman, had always, practiced the 

virtue of economy,, and he immediately set about re

covering the lost hat. He ran to the well, and finding 

it was dry at the bottom, he uncoiled the rope which he 

had brought for capturing the truant cow, and after 

several attempts to catch the hat with.a noose, he eon-

eluded to save time by getting down into the well him

self. To accomplish this, he made fast the end of the 

rope to a stump hard by, and was soon on . the way 

down the well. It was a fact, pf which Jake was no 

less oblivious than the reader hereof,, that Ned Wells 

was in the dilapidated old building aforesaid, .and that 

an old blind horse, with a bell on his neck, who had been 

turned out to die, was lazily grazing within a short dis

tance of the well. The devil-himself, or some other 

wicked spirit, put it into, Ned's cranium to have some 

fun ; so he quietly slipped up to the horse, and un-

•buckling the strap, approached with a slow and steady 

",ting-a:ling'' to the edge of the well. 

"Dang the old blind horse I" said the man at the 

bottom of the well. He's coming this way sure, and 

ain'tgot any more sense than to fall in here. Whoa, 

Bill!" 
But the continued approach of the " ting-a-ling" said 

just as plainly as words, Bill wouldn't whoa. Besides 

Jake was at the bottom, resting before trying to shin 

it up the rope. 

"Great Jerusalem!" said he, "|the old cuss will be a 

top of. me before I can say Jack Robinson, Whoa, 

dang it. Whoa.". 

... Just then Ned drew up to the edge of the well, and 

with his foot kicked a little dirt into it. 

" Oh, Lord!" exclaimed Jake, falling on his knees 

at the bottom. "I'm gone now^whoa! Now I lay 

me down to sleep—w-h-o-a! I pray the Lord my sjui 

to—whoa, now, Oh, Lord have mercy upon me^is 

Ned could hold in no longer, and fearing,Jake might 

suffer from the fright, he revealed, himself Probably 

Nod did'nt make tracks from the.,well. May be Jake 

was'nt up to the top, of it, in shprt ordeh and you may 

.think he didn't try every night for two weeks to get a 

shot with hjs rifle at Ned. May be not; I. don't know. 

But I do know that if Jake finds out who sent you this 

it will be the last squib, you'll get. 
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<Mto'0 8*Mt. 
THIRTY-SIX PAGES THIS M O N T H I 

OWING to the large amount of matter this month, 
and the unusual number of advertisements received, we 

are obliged to publish four pages extra. W e endeavor 

to give all the leading and latest news, as well as our 

regular reading matter, but the list of fairs and 

Fair reports crowd our pages at this time, in conse

quence of which, a large number of interesting commu

nications are necessarily deferred. W e would call the 

particular attention of our readers, to the many valua

ble advertisements in this number. They are exceed

ingly interesting, and particularly appropiate at this 

season nf the year, and we would request our subscri

bers, in all cases to mention T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , 

when writing to our advertising patrons. 

N e w York State Fair. 

THE Twenty-Sixth Annual Fair of the New York 

State Agricultural Society, was held this year at Sara

toga Springs, September 11-14., The grounds were 

located, about one mile from the town, and embraced 

some twenty acres, surrounded on all sides by a high 

board fence. The surface was almost flat, and conse

quently not favorable for calculating the number 

of visitors, but the attendance each day seemed to be 

e qual to former exhibitions. On Thursday, the princi

pal day, it was estimated that over 20,000 persons 

were on the grounds. The number of entries of exhib

itors reached nearly 2,200. The weather on the second 

and third day was unusually fine and pleasant, whieh 

added materially to the pleasure of the occasion. These 

annual gatherings are the farmers' holidays, and to see 

them turn out with their wives, sons, and daughters, 

is always to us one of the greatest attractions. 

On arriving at Saratoga, we proceeded at once to 

the Fair grounds. Let us look around. The first thing 

that meets the eye on entering, is 

VEGETABLE HALL. 

Here the visitor finds mammoth squashes, cabbages, 

large beets, and fine corn. Henry Moody exhibits 

three fine summer squashes and six good heads of cab

bage. Walcott & Campbell, of York Mills, show some 

fine mangel wurzel, and Mr. Walling exhibited " some 

pumpkins," twenty-two, said to have grown from one 

Vine. J. T. Johnson, of South Corinth, had a large 

ear of corn, eight rowed, about fifty kernels to tho 

row, raised by him on a cane 13 feet high. Cucumbers, 

melons, egg plants, carrots, &c., were all represented, 

but no extra fine specimens that we noticed. 

DAIRY HALL. 

The visitor here sees factory made cheese looking very 

tempting, and exhibited by G. H. Eddy, Gansevoort, 

N. Y., and also a parcel by R. C. Wlekham, Powlet, 

Vt. Here also is to be found wheat, oats, barley, and 

rye, but the exhibition in this department was much 

smaller than utual. Next in'order we come to 

DOMESTIC HALL, 

which we find crowded at all times. The numerous 

attendance of ladies was more than enough to till many 

such buildings. The first thing on entering which 

meets the eye, is the Lamb Knitting Machine, previ

ously noticed in T H E F A R M E R . It was exhibited to the 

great admiration of the ladies. A beautiful shawl and 

carriage robe knit by this machine, and scores of other 

little articles, were greatly admired. Among the 

Sewing Machines on exhibition were to be found the 

Singer, Howe Sewing Machine, Elliptic, of which 

several were on exhibition; also Wilson & Gibbs, all 

machines of great beauty and finish. A milk rack, 

made by Albert Jackson, of Clifton Springs, N. Y., is 

said to be superior to any other now in use. The revolv

ing is done entirely on the center pole with laterals, 

and the improvement is in preventing the milk from 

shaking when being turned round to be skimmed. Also 

a portable fence and patent hay rack by the same ex

hibitor. Following the crowd up stairs, we find all 

kinds of " notions," such as knitting work, flowers, 

pictures, bed quilts, gloves, fancy cushions of divers 

colors, and in fact a general dry goods assortment; 

but as we are no judges of such matters, we pass on to 

MECHANICS' HALL. 

Messrs. H. and E. F. Cooper, of Watertown, N. Y., 

have their improved cheese vat for factory purposes, on 

exhibition. W e noticed one large one for 150 COWB, 

and also a self-heating one for farm use, for a dairy of 

30 cows. Washing machines are exhibited in great 

force. Doty's Clothes Washer is in the center of tho 

crowd. R. C. Browning, of New York, is the agent 

for this machine, which with the Universal Clothes 

Wringer, are becoming a household necessity. It has 

been greatly improved since we saw it last by applying 

a brass spring on the sides, instead of the India rubber 

elastic to work the washers with. Several new patents 

were On the ground, but they are too numerous to 

mention in detail. 

Emery Bros., of the Emery Agricultural Works, ex

hibit their cotton gin, worked either by power or 

hand. Many improvements have been added to it, 

which makes it now complete. Next we find Wood-

worth & Harwood's Water Elevator, which by the 

application of a crank on the friction wheel, allows 

the bucket to descend into the well, and by brakers 

can be at once stopped at any elevation. W . A. Pal

mer had a similar invention made by J. B. Brown, 

Peekskill, N. Y, This is also a Belf-regulating water 

lifter. It is covered by a box, and the ascent or descent 

of the bucket is regulated by the balance wheel and 

regulator. Hawkins & Dodge, of Newark, N. J., 

exhibited a suction and force pump, which will lorce a 

stream of water eighty feet, is verv simple and a 

great convenience for a garden, or in case of fire. It 

will draw water from any depth. . 

Also by the same parties, a mitre cutter for farmers 

and carpenters for cutting mouldings, at an angle of 45 °. 

In this department we find mangles, churns, churn 

powers, refrigerators, and a great number of inventions, 

too numerous to mention. Here also are stoves which 
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are too hot to receive close attention, so we pass them 

by-

Outside the building we find the self-acting cattle 

pump, manufactured by E. C. Kellogg, Rome, N. Y. 

This valuable invention was well described by our 

esteemed correspondent, C. N. Bement, in the August 

number of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , page 237, and we 

were pleased to have this opportunity of seeing it, and 

from its working, should think it a useful Inven

tion, and one that farmers would do well to adopt. 

Blymyer, Bates & Day, of Mansfield, O., have on ex

hibition Cook's Sugar Evaporator, of which over 5,000 

have been sold this season. Its excellence consists in 

its rapid process of boiling, and in making sugar ol the 

finest quality. Next in order is a lot of patent gates 

and fences, machines for making bricks, horse drag 

saw machines, &e. Then we come to Wheeler & 

Melick, of Albany, who show their well known horse 

powers, with threshers and cleaner. They work each 

day to the great satisfaction of every one. R. and M. 

Harder, of Cobleskill, N. Y., exhibited a two-horse 

power and thresher and self-cleaner, for which 

they received the gold medal at the trial of implements, 

at Auburn. Close by we come to J. W . Faust's Patent 

Improved Hay Loader, which picks up a winrow as 

fast as a horse can walk. It is manufactured at Evans-

burg, Pa. Among the 

IMPLEMENTS, 

we discover every class of machinery represented. 

Here was to be seen a splendid display of mowers, of 

every patent, with self-raker and reaper attachments. 

The Buckeye Mower, manufactured by Adriance, Piatt 

& Co., Poughkeepsie, took the gold medal at the late 

trial of Implements, at Auburn, N. Y., and in this con

nection we give below the result of the recent Imple

ment Trial which was held under the auspices of the 

Society at Auburn, N. Y. The report was read at the 

meeting, for discussion, on the evening of the second 

day of the Fair. The following is the llBt of awards: 

In Class 1, for Mowers, the Buckeye Mower, entered by Adrl-
Bnco, Piatt & Co., was awarded the gold medal The Rhode 
Island Clipper took the second premium, and Wood's Mower, 
third premium. 
Class 2, for Keaper and Baker combined, D. M. Osborne & Co., 

were awarded the gold medal, and 0. Wheeler, Jr., the second 
premium. 
Class 2&, Belf Bakers, Seymour, Morgan & Allen, of Brockport, 

were awarded the gold medal, and C. C. Bradley & Co., second 
premium. 
Class 8, Combined Mowers and Eeapers, and Hand Baker* 

Walter A Wood took the gold medal, and J. L. Herrington the 
second prize. 
Class 4, Combined Ecaper with 8elf-Eaking attachment, Wil

liams, Wallace <fc Co., Syracuse, S. Y., gold medal, Seymour, 
Morgan & Allen, second premium. 
Class 5, only two entries, and neither thought worthy of pre-

ml urn. 
Class fi, E. L. Allen took the gold medal, and D. M. Osburn 

second premium. 
Class 7, Endless Chain Horso Power, E. and M. Harder, of 

Cobleskill, took the only premium, a gold medal. 
Class 8, Horse Power Lever and Sweep, Dow <fc Fowler, Fow-

lersvllle, gold medal. 
Class 9, Two Horse Power Thresher, and Cleaner. No premium. 
Class 10, Two Horse Power Combined Thresher and Cleaner, 

B. and M. Harder, Cobbleskill, gold medal. 

Class 18, Horse Bakes, Barber, Sheldon & Co., gold medal; A. 
B. Sprout, second premium. 
. Class 14, Hay Tedders. No premium given, as tho machines 
were defective in workmanship. 
In Class 16, Horse Hay Forks, J. L. Mansfield & Co., of Cloek-

ville, were awarded the first premium, and Ghapman & Hawley, 
of Utica, the second. 
In Class 18, Hay and Straw Cutters, no award was made. San

ford, Wasson & Co., were named first, but the machine of Dow 
& Fowler was thought so nearly equal, that both were com
menced togethor. 

Cromwell & Wanzer, of Chicago, 111., exhibit their 

One Horse Steel' Tooth Hay Rake. J. L. Mansfield & 

Co.,, of Clockville, have a hay rake also on the ground, 

which is very simple and effective. Horse hay forks, 

cultivators, cutting boxes, plows, &c., are very numer

ously represented, but particulars of each would take 

up more room than w e can at present give. Albert S. 

Skiff, of Trenton Falls, exhibited an improved roller, 

which is adapted to uneven ground. There are two 

wooden rollers, the one in advance of the other, with 

a sort of box on top of each for stones when necessary. 

They overlap each other, and the centre bars are divid

ed with a hinge, so as to allow of their slightly doubling 

up, so that the ground is rolled well in the centred 

FLORAL HALL. 

In this department are to be seen many good collec

tions of fruits and flowers, handsomely displayed on 

the tables, which extended all around the tent. First 

we noticed fifty-two varieties of fine apples, but by 

w h o m exhibited w e could not learn. Frost & Co., of 

Rochester, have a very fine collection of forty varie

ties of apples, twenty-five of pears, two of quinces, 

three of crabs, and twenty-two of grapes. W e noticed 

in this collection two large lemons which were grown 
in the open air, but the plants were protected during 

the winter in the greenhouse. The largest weighed 

seventeen ounces, they also exhibited a gourd (sypho,) 

Which attracted general attention. David Thompson 

of Green Island, exhibited twenty seedling grapes. E. 

W . Sylvester, of Lyons, N. Y., some forty varieties of 

apples, twenty of pears, twenty-one of grapes. Dr. 

Grant exhibited some fine lonas and Israellas. F. C. 

Brenm, of Waterloo, N. Y., had eighteen varieties of 

grapes, which made a fine display. Israellas, Hartford 

Prolific, Allen's Hybrid, and Rogers' Hybrid, No. 10, 

were exceedingly fine. Ferris & Caywood, Pough

keepsie, exhibited a Delaware seedling named "Walter," 

said to ripen very early, a great grower, and a large 

bearer. There were several other collections of very 

excellent fruits, but w e could not learn the name of 

of the exhibitors. 

I T H E collections of flowers were very fine, and well 

displayed in the centre of the large tent. Mrs. Van 

Namee was on hand, as usual, with a choice collectiA, 

J. Dingwall, of Albany, presented some fine, phloxes, 

inters, and double zinnias. Frost & Co., of Rochester, 

;a good show of asters. L. E. Smith, of Mechanicsville, 

some fine dahlias and asters. Mr. James Vick, of this 

city, had a very largo collection of superior flowers, 

including most of the choicest varieties. His show of 

gladiolas was superb, and tjbe whole were beautifully 

displayed, making a very'brilliant show. Mrs. Chan-
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cellor, of Walworth, showed a large pyramidal bouquet 

of choice flowers. 
SHEEP. 

The, show of Merinos was very large, and in the ma

jority; but long wools were well represented with fine 

specimens. William Chamberlain, of. Red Hood, 

showed some fine Silesian Merinos and several pens of 

grade animals. James Kathan, three fine Merino grade 

lambs, five months old. Baker & Harrington, Com-

stock Landing, exhibited a full-blooded Silesian rain, 

one year old, which sheared eighteen pounds of Wool for 

its first fleece. J. Winne, Bethlehem Center, exhibited 

good specimens of Leicesters. S. and W. S. Allen, 

Vergennes, Vt., several fine Leicester lambs, and two 

year olds. Burdett Loomis of Windsor Locks, Conn., 

exhibited imported Cotswolds, among which', we 

noticed " His Royal Highness," 2-year old, a fine speci

men of this splendid breed.' Of Southdowns; Mr. Loril-

lard, of New York, was the only exhibitor. 

STOCK. , 

In;this department are represented many fine .ani

mals, but not as numerously as we had hoped to find. 

The long lines of unoccupied sheds were not very 

creditable. Those on exhibition were splendid ani

mals. Of Ayrshires, there was a grand display. A. A. 

Dalton exhibited'a fine four-year old steer. Wolcott 

& Campbell had on exhibition a handsome three-year 

old bull; also six cows of the same breed. Devons 

were well represented. James'Swart showed a beauti

ful Deven bull, three-year old. W . B.'Dinsmore, 

Staatsburg, N. Y., a fine six month's old. ,Alderneys 

though not very prepossessing in appearance, are very 

valuable for the' dairy. There aro several on the 

grounds, among which we noticed several bulls and a 

cow, by R. H. Pomeroy. Shorthorns were particularly 

fine. Here is a noble animal bred by R. F. Alexander, 

and now the'property of Ezra Cornell, of Ithaca, who 

also exhibited fifteen Durham cows and full-blooded 

Durham'heifers—the best on exhibition. J. 0. Sheldon, 

of Geneva, exhibited a- 2d Duke, of Geneva, eighteen 

months old, and weighing 1,800 pounds. G. H. Brown, 

of Washington Hollow, showed a fine calf,1 dropped 

January 10th, which now weighs 850 pounds. C. R. 

Frink, of Norwich, showed a Durham bull, three-years 

old, weight 1,800 pounds, a noble looking animal. 'In 

HcrefordB, B.' G. Morp, took the first prize for one-five-

year-old cow. 
GRADE ANIMALS. 

Silas G. Smith, Of Mechanicsville, N„ Y., had on ex

hibition several lino animals, but the centre of attrac

tion was a,pair of, throe-year oldi steers. They cer

tainly are "mammoth animals," tho, pair weighing 

over 6,000 pounds,! ;There, were many oflier .good 

specimens, of stock in this department, but we caijnot 

s.pare room tp specify each, and must pass on tp the 

P I G S , ' 

whieh were not as numerous as at former exhibitions, 

but many excellent specimens were on the ground. A. 

C. Clarke, of Henderson, exhibited some superior 

White Cheaters'. F. E. McLean had two One-year old 

of this breed, fine animals, and two BOWS, two-years 

old and over. The sow probably weighs 600 pounds, 

while the boar may average 900 pounds. H. D. Jacobs 

of Adams, N. Y., showed a large number of very fine, 

handsome, pigs. Jos. Brodie, one fine large BOW, ten 

months old, of the improved Yorkshire breed. J. T. 

Cavanagh, of Watertown, also exhibited several fine 

specimens of this breed. Of Berkshires there were 

oply one or two pens, containing sows with fine litters 

of young. 
THE POULTRY DEPARTMENT, 

as at former exhibitions, drew a large crowd. The 

" coek-a-doodle-do" of the gay chanticleers, was dis

tinctly heard over the grounds, and their lordships 

must be seen as well as heard. S. & W . S. Allen, of 

Vermont, had a large number of the different breeds 

on exhibition., Almost every variety was represented̂  

together with geese, ducks, turkeys, pigeons, and 
rabbits. 

'—' 111 igi a mil 

N e w England Fair. 

THE combined Fair of New England and Vermont 

was held at Brattleboro, Vermont, September 4-7, and 

was a decided success. On the third day over 20,000 

persons were present. The number of entries amounted 

in all to 1,756, as follows: Cattle, 350; sheep, 600; 

swine, 30; horses, 212; implements, 145; floral hall; 

188; sundries, 221. Mechanics Hall presented , a very 

respectable appearance, and labor-saving machines-ol 

all kinds were in full force. Hay loaders, patent sheep 

racks, plows, & c , were here on exhibition, but the 

show' of fruits, flowerB, and vegetables, was very small 

and the dairy department poorly represented.r 

Messrs. Tilton & Co., of Boston, made a splendid 

display of their choice books. They publish the works 

of the New England Agricultural Society, and their 

publications are always got up with the greatest caro, 

and they have a reputation for doing their work in the 

most skillful mariner. The show of sheep was of the 

very best; many anijnals of superior quality wore'on 

exhibition. The Merinos predominated, but the South-

downs and Cotswolds were well represented. Of the 

latter our esteemed correspondent, " H . G. W.," had 

thirty-three on exhibition. 

, Of poultry there was a creditable display, all of the 

leading varieties being on exhibition. Of swine, there 

were many choice animals of the Chester, Suffolk, and 

Es,sex breeds shown, apd of excellent quality. 

B I G CHEESE.—Our Canada neighbors have succeeded 

hi making a big cheese; In fact, tho largest In the world. 

The milk of 800 cows was used, and the weight of the 

cheese itself, is three and a half tons. It measures six 

feet eight inches in breadth, and three feet in thickness, 

and'was manufactured by Messrs. Raney & Harris, of 

Ingersoll. W e learn that it is to be exhibited, at the 
Provincial Fair at Toronto, on tho 25th September, and 

from there, it will be sent to the Paris exhibition of 
1867. _ 

As long as the premium on gold continues, we shall 
send T H E F A R M E R to our Canada subscribers at sixty 
cents in clubs, or seventy-live cents single subscriptions 
in Canada money. 
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Greeley Prize for Grapes. 

THE Committee appointed to award the S100 offered: 

by the Hon. Horace Greeley, President of the American 

Institute, for the best grape for general cultivation in 

the Northern and Middle States, have decided to hold 

an exhibition for that purpose, on Tuesday, October 2, 

1836, at the rooms of the American Institute in the 

Cooper Building, corner of Eighth Street and Fourth 

Avenue, in the city of New York. 

Exhibitors must present 12 bunches of each variety 

to entitle them to compete for the prize. Grapes for 

competition should be forwarded to J O H N W . C H A M 

BERS, Secretary Horticultural Association, on Monday, 

October 1st, who will see that they ore properly dis

played. 

Grape growers are cordially invited to compete for 

this premium. The committee will use every effort to 

make this exhibition an attractive feature. It is 

expected that many of the leading horticulturists of. 

the .country will be present. J O H N A. W A R D E R , 

P. T. QUXNN, Secretary. President. 

Notes o n the "Weather, from August 15th 

to September 15 th. 
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S E P T E M B E R began warm, but soon became cool, and 

has thus .continued. This half gave the mean heat, 

61.8°, or 2.2°. below the general average. . This half 

was '57.1 °, in 1859, its coldest; and its hottest was 

72.7o in 1865. The rain has been in plenty, 2.31 

inches. Grass has made good progress, but maize has 

matured slowly, the more so as August was so cool. 

Peaches still are plenty-; apples, scarce; and most 

productions rather high. The harvest has been plen

teous over the country, and health excellent. Let us 

look up and be thankful. 

OtTR MARKET REPORT.—We would call the attention 

of our readers to our monthly report of the markets, 

which appears in this number. This department of T H E 

F A R M E R , during the past, has not been what we deBired, 

but we have now secured the services of S. E. Todd, of 

New York, a gentleman in every way competent, and 

who has had very great experience in, this branch of in

formation for farmers. W e Bhall place this department 

entirely in his hands, and feel great pleasure in calling 

the attention of our readers to it. Mr. Todd not oeing 

engaged in any business, his advice and statements 

in regard to prices, fluctuations, &c., will be entirely 

disinterested, and will prove of great value. 

VICK'S ILLUSTRATED C A T A L O G U E O E H A H D T BULBS, 

A N D F L O R A L GUIDE.—What is more beautiful and re

fining than a well kept flower garden? Whataddsmore 

to the goodwill and unalloyed happineskof a family 

than sweet, fragrant flowers ? and especially is this the 

case early in the spring, when bulbs that have lain in 

the ground all winter, shoot up their fresh stems, as the 

smn begins to warm the earth after a protracted winter. 

Anything that adds to a knowledge of flowers, adds 

to the comfort and intellectual improvement of the 

family, and the catalogue of Mr. Vick, which we have 

just received, is what every person should have. It Is 

the most complete treatise on hardy, bulbs we have ever 

!seen, is got up with the greatest care, and evinces 

the taste for neatness, which Horticulture instills into 

all Who take an interest in it. It is sent free of postage 

,to any person, who sends fifteen cents to Mr. James 

!Vick, of this city; and we hope all our readers will at 

at once send for this guide to the flower garden. It is 

jbeautifully illustrated with sixteen engravings, and con

tains a full description of all the hardy bulbs, together 

,wlth remarks on cultivation, &e. A copy should be in 

the hands of every lover of flowers. 

i MANUAL OP GRAPE CULTURE:—We have received 

from J. H. Foster, Jr., West Newton, Penn,, his Manual 

of Grape Culture and Catalogue of Small Fruits, which 

'is profusely Illustrated and well, got Up. His'entire 

energies are devoted to the culture of small fruits, in 

which he excels, and his catalogue contains a discrip. 

jtion of all.the different varieties of grapes, strawberries, 

raspberries, blackberries, and other small fruits, with 

full particulars as to tho manner of planting, cultivation, 

&c. The remarks in this catalogue on the culture and 

training of the grape,' during the first four years, com

ing as it does from a practical grower, are valuable; 

T H E first half of August had but one colder in thirty 

years, 64.8°, while this was 64.9°, a mere trifle. Of 

course the general average was much higher, or 70 °, 

The lost half has given the mean temperature, 60.5 °, 

and the general average, 66.9 ° ; the next warmer mean 

was 63.3 °, in 1856; and this is very cool. So the mean 

heat of this August is 62.6°, or 5.8° below the general 

average; and the next wanner August was 65.3°, in 

1844. This, then, is the coldest August in 30 years. 

The hottest day at noon was only 76 °, while it is often 

from 84 °, to above 90 °; and the hottest day was 69.7 o 

on the 1st,, but in 1865, the hottest day in the first half 

was 82 o, on the third, and the hottest day of the sec

ond half, was'77.7°, on the last day of August.' The 

coldest day in the month was 53.3°, on the 24th, and 

its morning only 48 °; 

The barometer has ranged rather low, 29.44 inches 

for the month;' the rain having given in the last half 

only 1.11 inches of water, and in the month, 4.91 inches, 

much above the average. 

Of the three summer months, the temperature of 

June, was near the average. This July was the hot

test, 74.3°, except 74.8° In 1854; and this August 

was the coldest, 62.6°, and that of 1855, the hottest, 

71.7 o, in thirty years. The heat of summer was near 

the general average, or.as 67.9° t» 68.4. Slight frosts 

were said to have occurred in the last week of August, 

as the 23d to 25th were cold days; but vegetation has 

not been injured. The cold of the month has delayed 
the maturing of our Important maize crop. The flowers 

of the shrubby Altlnea, or tho Syrian Hibiscus, are now 

fine, at the close of August. The fruits have appeared; 

pears and plums plenty, apples a small supply, peaches 

far more than was anticipated, grapes in abundance; 

the various berries of the season have appeared, all at 

a rather high price. Health of this section has been 

uncommonly good. 
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T H E M A R K E T S . 

EOOIIESTEE. September 25,1866. 

FLOUE—White wheat, $15@$16.00. Eed, $10.00@14.00. 
GEAIN—White wheat, 280@290c. Eed, 240@255o. Corn, 90a 

Barley, 90@>100c. Oats, 60c. Eye, 85c. 
HOPS^5@65c. 
WOOL—50ets. 
PEOVISIONS—Lard, 21K@28a Butter, 85®38c. Eggs, 24c. 

Cheese, 17@20c. Potatoes, 60c. 
• • i » > • 

New York Markets. 

REPOETED FOB THE AMEEICAN FARMER, BY S. EDWAED8 TODD, OF 

THE N E W TORE TIMES. 

NEW YORK, September 21. 

B E E V E S — T h e price of beef is firm, at high figures. The 

demand for beef cattle is active, and the supply for the last week 

was all exhausted in a short time, after the cattle were yarded. 

A small number of the best bulloeks sold, the past week, for 19c 

per fl>., net weight. C o m m o n to good cattle sold readily at 16c 

@17c per ft. In a few instances, entire droves were sold 17c per 

R>., net weight Bough old oxen, and stags, and coarse bullocks, 

half, fattened, sold for 12c@14c per E>. A drove of bulls was divid

ed into small lots, most of which were sold at about 4c per ft., 

live, gross weight. The entire number of beef cattle for the 

weekly supply, up to date, is 6,850. 

M I L C H C O W S — H a v e been offered during the past week quite 

freely, many of which were beautiful animals, and appeared to 

be superior milkers. But dealers affirm that cows ore worth 

more in the country than in the city. The number received for 

the week is 142. Poor cows have been sold the past week for 

$45@$50 per head. A few of the best ones at $100©110 per 

head. C o m m o n cows about $80®$90 per head, with slow Bales. 

V E A L CALVES—Calves of a superior quality, such as farmers 

usually slaughter for their own tables, aro in active demand, at 

18c@.14c per ft., live weight, and quick sales. Most of the calves 

offered are grass-fed, which sell for about $8@18 per head, accord

ing to quality and size. Ordinary calves sold for about 8c@10o 

per fi>., live weight. The supply for the week numbers 1,458. 

S H E E P A N D L A M B S — T h e supply during the past week was 

heavy, numbering 25,960. The demand for good Bheep, and 

thrifty, fat lambs, is active, sales quick, and prices firm, at 9 c @ 

9%c per B>,, live, gross weight, for the best lambs, and 6c@7>^c 

per ft., live, gross weight for sheep. Poor sheep and thin lambs 

sell slowly, and at low prices. ' Full one-half of the sheep and 

lambs are quite poor—not oven In decent store condition. If a 

drover has a lot of good sheep or fat lambs, they are taken in a 

short time, at the abovo prices. There is no apprehension of our 

stocking the market with moat, aB the population of N e w York 

and Brooklyn is rapidly increasing; and the demand for meat 

will, no .doubt, continue active with firm prices, at least till nest 

summer. 

S W I N E M A E K E T — T h e demand for pork is seldom better 

than at the present time. Daring the past week about 12,050 

hogs have been received, all of which were readily sold at 1 1 & ® 

ll%c per lb., live, gross weight, for the best WeBtern corn-fed 

animals. Bough and shabby swine sold for about 10)f c@103£c 

':r^per lb., gross, live weight. 

* A P P L E S A N D P E A K S — H a v e been sold at almost every 

price, from $1 per bbl. to $5 per bbL For good lots of hand-

plucked, smooth apples, the price is about $5. Common apples, 

$S@$4 per bbl. Virgalieu pears, $12@18 per bbl. Seckels, |12 

@$15 per bbl. 

B U T T E R A N D CHEESE—Choice lots of bntter Bell readily 

at about 40c@48o per ft., whether In firkins or in tubB. There is 

an untold amount of deooption in the butter market. Most of 

the N e w York market reports aro prepared by butter dealers, 

who report the prices to please themselves, and thus promote 

their own pecuniary interests. The supply la large, at preaont. 

and prices are dull, Bntter that is collected in country stores 

during the summer, is miserable stuff; and will sell hero for not 

more than 17c@20c per ft., as it is very streaked, unpalatable, 

and rancid. Fair butter in good condition will bring about 35o@ 

88c per ft. 

Cheese of common quality sells for abont 10c@15c per lb, 

Factory dairies and good farm dairies bring abont 16c@17Xc. As 

everything depends on the quality of cheese, no person can deter

mine what his cheese is worth till the quality is known. The 

market is full of horrid cheese, which is not fit for baiting rat 

traps. A good article will always command a remunerating 

price. 

E G G S — A r e in good request, and those that are fresh and good 

sell for 80c@31c per dozen by the barrel. 

P O U L T E Y — T h e demand for poultry is active, and the arri

vals, if in good condition, aro exhausted in a short time after 

their arrival. Geese are worth 20c@25c, not drawn. Turkeys, 

25c@28c. Ducks, 25c@28o, or 87c@$1.87 per pair. Fowls, 

24c@25c. 

B E A N S A N D P E A S — N e w kidney beans sell slowly at $2.80 

©$2.95 per bushel, with slow sales. Marrow beans, $2.50@$2.60 

per busheL Medium quality, per bushel, $1.80@$1.90. Canada 

peas, $1.20@$1.80 per bushel. 

P O T A T O E S — E o n g h and Eeady variety, cheap, $1.80@$1.8S 

per bbl Jackson Whites, $1.50@$1.75 per bbl. Peachblows, 

$1.75@$2 per bbl. Prince Alberts, $1.76©$2 per bbL Mercers, 

$2.50@$2.75perbM. 

O N I O N S — T h e best rod per bbl., $1.75@$2. White onions, 

per bbL $2.25©$2.75. Turnips—Eussian, per bbl.. $2.50®$8. 

Pumpkins, per 100, $7©$10. 

FLOTJE.—The tendency of Flour and Grain is upwards, and 

prices are Arm. Superfine Flour is now Belling for $6,50 @ $8.75 

accordingto quality. Extra State Flour, per bbl. $7.25 @ $11.90, 

Extra Genesee per bbl. $11.90 @ $18,75. Extra Missouri Flour, 

per bbl. $12.20 @ $16.00. Eye Flour, per bbl. $5.80 @ $6.85 for 

the best Corn MeaL per bbL $110@$4.90. 

GEAIN.—The unfavorable reports concerning short and light 

crops at the West, has had a tendency to increase tho demand for 

grain, and the proBpect now is, that grain will advance far beyond 

the present figures. White Wheat now sells for $8.00 @ $8.25 

per bushel. Eed Wheat, winter and spring, $2.75 @ $8.25. 

Western Corn mixed, 84c. @ 86o.-per busheL Yellow Corn, 88c. 

@ 95c. White Corn, 94c. @ 98c per busheL Eye, $1.00 @ $1.20 

per buBhel. Barley, $1.10 @ $1.25 per bushel, for new. New 

Oats, 45o. @ 50c. per bushel. 

Eye is in fair request for milling purposes. Oats have been in 

good demand, but at variable rates. Indian Corn fluctuates in 

value with the supplies and the rateB of Exchange—the late for

eign news being more favorablo, and Borne speculative inquiry 

existing—the closing rates were a few cents better. The export 

Clearances for the fortnight from this port foot up; To Great 

Britain and Ireland, 8,130 bbls. flour; 18,288 bush, of wheat; 

588,247 bush, corn; and 7,241 bnsh. barley. To all other ports, 

26,465 bbls. flour; 19,896 bush, corn; 1.990 bush, oats; 6,852 

bbls. corn Meal—making a total to all ports of 29,645 bbls. Flour; 

6,852bbls. corn Meal; 18,263 bush, wheat; 7,241 bush, barley; 

1,990 bush, oats; 557,648 bush, corn; 114 bbls. Bye Floor. 

Special Notices. 

A HOUSEHOLD BLESSING.—Among the arts and' inventions 
of the day, the moBt important are those whloh contribute to the 
saving or labor and the protection of health. Viewed in thiB 
light, the Sewing Machine occupies a prominent position, not only 
from its humanitarian characteristics, but from Its adaptation w 
all classes. In the drawing rooms of the rich it is an ornament 
and a paBtlme, while to those in humbler clrcumstanoes, it is a 
fruitful resource, a faithful friend and benefactor. The men who 
have been instrumental in giving to the world the, benefits of 
the Sewing Machine, have accomplished a noble work, and 
among their number, Grover & Baker are entitled to special dis
tinction. These gentlemen ore the patentees of what ore known 
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as the "Elastic Stitch," and the "Lock Stitch" machines. The 
Grover & Baker " Elastic Stitch" machine is preferable to any 
other, for the reason that it is more simple in its construction, 
more efficient, more easily operated, and less liable to get out of 
order. W e have been at some pains to speak advisedly on this 
matter, and have no hesitation in pronouncing it incomparably 
superior for domestic purposes to any other instrument. W e are 
sustained in this high estimate. Wherever these machines have 
been, exhibited in competition with others, both in Europe and 
America, they have elicited the same encomiums. The proprie
tors have labored to incorporate in their magnificent invention, 
the highest merits of -which the Sewing Machine is susceptible, 
and their efforts have been crowned with suceess.—Philadelphia 
Press. 

THE KriTATnrsv BLAOKBBRKT—Still maintains its claims to 
superiority in every respect N e w Catalogue, testimonials, prices, 
&c., sent for two stamps. Address, E. Williams, Montelair. N e w 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
R A T E S O F ADVERTISING—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a line per 

month; one column, each insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver

tisements and cuts inserted at the same rates. Special notices! 

50 cents a line. 

P R I C E L I S T 

or 

POMONA'S HOME NURSERIES. 

GRAPES, 

Adirondac, Allen, Concord, (single eye: 2 yr. transplanted and 
thousands of layers,) Clinton, (1 yr. layers,) Crevelling, 1 and 2 yr., 
Cuyahoga, Canby's August, Delaware, (1 and 2 yr., and layers, 
extra Nos. 1, 2, and 8, large stock,) Diana, 1 and 2 yr., EMnburg, 
1 and 2 yr., Hartford Prolific, 1 yr, 2 yrs. trans., Herbemont, Iona, 
1 and 2 yr,, Israella, layers, Maxatawney, Montgomery, Northern 
Muscadine, layers, Norton's Virginia, Hartford, (layers,and land 
2 yr., single eye,) Eebecca, 2 yr., Rogers Hybrid, NOB . 4,15, and 
19, Taylor, (layers and single eye,) Union Village, 1 and 2 year. 
One each of above twenty-four kinds, $13.50. 
For prices for large quantities see Catalogue, sent free. 

STBAWBEBKIE8. 
Agriculturist, Fillmore, French, Brooklyn Scarlet, Smith's 
Buflalo. CoL Ellsworth, Green Prolific, Georgia Mammoth, Mon
itor, 6, 40c.; 12, 60c.; 25, 90c; 50, $1.50; 100. $2.50; 250. $5. 
Boston Pine, Crimson Favorite, Jenny Lind, Lennig'B White, 

BnsselL 6, 25c.; 12,40c; 25, 60c; 60, $1; 100, $1.50; 280, $3.00. 
Burr's N e w Pine, Downer's Prolific, Wilson, 6, 20c; 12, 80c; 

26,45c; 50, 70c; 100, $1.10; 250, $2.50. 
Eaconstante, 6,45c; 12, 70c; 25, $1.10; 50, $2; 100, $8. 
Triomphe de Gand and Victoria, 6, 25c; 12, 40c.; 25 65c; 50, 

75c; 100; $1.80; 250, $2.75. Triomphe de Gand, 500, $4.50; 1,000, 

^ncundo, "Knox's 700."—Large Stock of Fine Plants, 6, 60c; 
12, $1; 25, $1.75; B0, $8; 100, $5. 
Three each of above 21 varieties, $4; 6 eooh, $6.50: 12 each, 

$10; 25 each, $15; 50 each, $24 100 each, $40. All orders must 

be for $1, or more. 

BA8PBERRIE8. 

Belle de Fontenay, Black Cap, Improved, Fostolffi Hudson 
Elver Antwerp, 8,86c; 6, 50c; # 75; 25, $1.50; 20, $|.75 
Brinkle's Orange, Col. Wilder, Franconia, Vice President 

TTronch. 8 40c; 6, 60c; 12, $1; 15, $2; 50, $8.50. 
Oatawissa, Autumn bearing, Hornet, 8, 60c; 6, $1; 12, $2; 25, 

^FbMphia, best of all, 8, $1; 6,1.75; 12, $8; 25, $6; 60, $12. 

B1VACKBEBEIE8. 

New Eochelle, Dorchester, Thornless, 8, 85c; 6, 60c; 12, TOc; 

Wilson's Early, latest acquisition, very early, 8, $125; 6, $8 J 

** *15- CTJBBANT8. 

Black Naples, Cherry, Bed Grape, Eed Dutch, White Grape, 
W h i t e D n X c h a n S i e , 1,20c; 8760c; 6, 90c; 12, $1.60; So, 

^Itena^'New White!' Versailles, Victoria, 1, 25c; 8,60c; 9, $1.10; 

12, $2; 25, $3.50; 60, $6.60; 100, $12. 

Address, J. « • F O S T E R , Jr., 

B o x 660, West Newton, 

oet-tf Westmoreland Co., Pa. 

ROCHESTER ANDJEDINA NURSERIES. 
J. LUCKHTTRST, JR., & CO. 

FRUIT AND ORNAMENTAL TREES 
FOE 

FALL TRADE OF 1866, AND SPRING 
OF 1867. 

Standard Apples. 

Our assortment of Apple Trees is unsurpassed in extent. W e 

have fine trees. 

Standard and D w a r f Pear Trees. 

W e have for sale m large numbers, of first quality. 

CHEBBIE8, 

On Mazzard—-very fine. Also one year on Mahaleb—str.ng. 

Peaches. 

A splendid lot of one-year old—a good assortment. 

APRICOTS, 

A fine stock—general assortment. 

GRAPES. 

Our Grape Tines this year are making a fine, vigorous growth. 

All the old and new varieties. 

GO0SEBEEEIE3, 

Houghton and American Seedling—A large stock, and good 

plants. 

O r a n g e Q u i n c e . 
Two-year—very fine. 

SMALL FBUITS-A GENERAL ASS0ETMEIT. 
Currants. 

The largest and best stock in market, over O N E H U N D E E D 

T H O U S A N D , which are extra fine, and free from worm—sX a 

low figure 

S t r a w b e r r i e s . 
All the old and new varieties. 

BORDER PLANTS. 
DIEliTTRA SPECTABIIilS—Large stock. 

HEDGE PliANTS. 

H O N E Y IJO C U S T — o n e year—strong. 

STOOK FOR NURSERYMEN. 
300,000 Cherry Seedling Mazzard, which are 

No, 1. W e believe w e have the largest and beBt stock that can 

be found in the country, and true. 

Anger Quince—60,000, very fine. 

^- We call particular attention to our large and well grown 

stook of Standard and Dwarf Pears. They are unexeell^B, at 

least in quality, and have no defeetibllity through haiVltormB. 

W e believe our general stock is so large and complete, that we 

can offer more than ordinary Inducements to those requiring 

large bills. 

| ^ - T B B M S — C a s h , except exnreBsly agreed otherwise, • Prices 

given on application. Correspondence solicited. 

^ f - Our new Descriptive Catalogue forwarded on application, 

free. All orders must be directed to 

J. L U O K B V R S T , JK., & CO., 

92 Monroe Avenue, Rochester, K. Y. 
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IMPORTED DUTCH BULBOUS R®0TS. 
J. M. THORBURN & CQ., 
15 John Street, New York, 

Beg to announce to their friends arid the Trade, ••that their 
Annual Descriptive Catalogue of Dutch Bulbous Boots, for the 
autumn of 1S66,—also, a Trade List of the same, are now ready 
for mailing to applicants, free. . 

W e al60 take this opportunity to offer the following 

BEAUTIFUL COLLECTIONS 

No. 1—ASSORTMENTS OF 

6 Fine Named Double and Single Hyacinths, for pots, 
glasses, or open border 

1 Polyanthus Narcissus 
8 Early Tulips ,$2.00 

By Mail, 14 cents additionaL 

No. 2—ASSOETMENT8 OF 

9 Fine Named Double and Single Hyacinths, for 
pots, glasses, or open border 

6 Fine Double Tulips 
16 Beautiful Named Early Tulips' 
25 Fine Mixed Crocus 
8 Polyanthus Narcissus '.. ' 
6 Double Narcissus 
8 Bulbocodium Vernum 
8 Persian Iris .' 
12 Double Snowdrops 
By Mail, 88 cents additional. 

No. 3—ASSORTMENTS OF 

18 Fine Named Double and Single Hyacinths for 
pots, glasses or open borderB 

50 Fine Mixed Crocus '...' 
24 Beautiful Named Early Tulips 
12 Fine Named Double Tulips 
4 Polyanthus Narcissus 
12 Double Narcissus -
8 Persian Iris 
8 English Iris ., 
1 Crimson Crown ImneriaJ '...';;.,...'....;.. 
6 Bulbocodium Vernum 
25 Double.Snowdrops ..,.„.. 
By Mail, 75 cents additionaL 

H Y A C I N T H S , 

OUR OWN SELECTIONS. 

12 Mixed Hyacinths, (double and single,) for pots or 
-. jopenground , $1,50 

12 Named Double and Single Hyacinths, for pots, 
glasses, or open border ' 8.00 

12 Fine Named Double and Single Hyacinths, for pots, 
glasses, or open border 400 

12 Extra Fine Named Double and Single Hyacinths, 
**"' x for pots, glasses, or open border 5.00 
12 ihir very best collection of Doublo and Single named 

Hyacinths, for pots or open border 8.00 
Mixtures, per 100 11.00 
By Mall, at the rate of 22 cents per dozen additional. 

MIXED HYACINTHS. 

FOR OPEN-AIR CULTURE. 

IN QCAHTrriES "MS TnAH 01(E DOZEH, 15 OKNTS EACH. 

per doe. 
Double Blue, all shades $1.50 
Double Red, all shades 1.50 
Double White, various colored eyes.,. ;j >.,. 1.50 

peroZoe. 
Double Yellow, all shades ,.. 2.50 
Double, all colors mixed'.'. 1.50 
Single Blue, all shades ..,' 1.50 
Single Eed, all shades 1.50 
Single white, various colored eyes '. 1.50 
Single YeUW,' all shades 1.50 
Single, all colors mixed 1.50 
By Mail, at the rate of 20 cents per dozen additionaL 

M I X E D T U L I P S . 

FOR THE GARDEN. 
pr. pr. 

• 100. doa. each. 
Fine Mixed Early Single $6.00 75 08 
Fine Mixed Late Single 6.00 75 08 
Fine Mixed Bizarre 0.00 75 08 
Fine Mixed Bybloom 6.00 75 08 
Fine Mixed Rose on White 6.00 T5 08 
Fine Mixed Parrot 6.00 75 08 
Fine Mixed Double 6.00 75 08 
L B y Mail, at'the rate of 6 cents per dozen additional. 

ALSO, 

LILIES, 

CROCUS, 

NARCISSUS, 

&c., &c., 
for all of which see our Descriptive Catalogue of Bulbs. 

J. M. THORBURN & CO., 
oct-it 15 John Street, New York. WILLIAM R. PRINCE & CO.'S 

LnramAir OTESEEIES, FLUSHING, E T. 
WILL SEND PRICED CATALOGUES of the different 

departments to applicants, one Btamp each • Trees and 
shrubs of every class and all varieties. Grapes, 400 varieties, 
comprising all the most estimable, for vineyards and gardens. 
Strawberries, 180 varieties, and all other small fruits. Bulbous 
flowers, and hardy herbaceous perennial plants, an unrivalled 
assortment. /Peonies, both herbaceous and tree—400 splendid 
double varieties. oct-lt 

T H O R O U G H - B R E D STOCK. 
D O M E S T I C AND ORNAMENfAL FOWLS FOR SALE.— 

The undersigned still continues to furnish and ship 

STOCK AND FOWLS OF ALL BREEDS AND DESCRIP
TIONS OF THE BEST QUALITY, 

to any part of the United States or Oanadas, comprising in all 
1 6 0 B R E E D S and VARIETIES—of whloh 120 are fowls—the 
largest collection in tho United StateB. Enclose stamped envel
ope for Catalogue, and answer to inquiries, and mention particu
lar varieties desired. Reference—C. N. Bement Address, 

COX, SCAEF & CO., 
oct-lt ' Osborn, green County, O. 

T H E E X C E L S I O R 

CLOVER THRESHER AND HULLER, 
MANUFACTURED at Clyde, N. Y. A few more on hand 

for sale. The best mill in use—by S. J. S A Y L E S , 
oct-lt*. Clyde, Wayne County, N. Y. 

CIDER IK/ANTED. 
T H E S U B S C E I B E R will furnish Casks and pay Cash for any 

quantity of 

P U R E C I D E R , 
delivered at tho Railroad or Canal. For further particulars, ad

dress, H O B A O E W I L L I A M S , Agent, 

Buffalo, N. Y. my-6t 

DR. H. S. MILLER, 

DENTIST, 
T S ALWAYS EEADY TO ATTEND TO THE NECESSITIES 
_1_ of those desiring Dental Services, and the public are assured! 
that for promptness, as well as quality and price of work he 
will give entire satisfaction. 

T E E T H E X T R A C T E D W I T H O U T FAIN. 
Call and see us. Komember the. number—over 

69 STATE ST BEET, ROCHESTER, N. T. (West Side.) 
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THE OLDEST ESTABLISHMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

OVER FORTY THOUSAND NOW IN USE!! 
GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

MELODEOHS. 
GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

AUTOMATIC ORGANS. 
GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

SCHOOL ORGANS. 

WITH MANUAL SUB BASS! 
Combining all of their Recent Improvements: 

Divided Swell, Sraduated Swell, Basso Tenuto, Organ 
Melodeon, &c< 

The Basso Tennto, Divided Swell, and Graduated Swell, can 
only be obtained in Melodeons of our manufacture. 
Can be found'at all the principal Music Stores throughout the 

United States, Canada, and the British Provinces. No Other 
musical Instrument ever obtained the same popularity. 
Manufactory, corner of Niagara and Maryland streets, Buffalo, 

Wholesale depot, 89 Washington street, Chicago, III. 

W e now manufacture over forty different styles of the Melo
deon, Organ Melodeon, School Organ, Automatic Organ, &c., and 
during the existence of our manufactory, havo sent forth 

A GREATER NUMBER OF INSTRUMENTS 

than the whole of the other manufactories in the United States 
combined! And we have the prond satisfaction of adding, we 
have never had an instrument returned from any Imperfections 
or deficiency in construction. 
g y Our New Illustrated Catalogue, just issued, is Bent, free 

of postage, to any applicant. 
J3P" Address orders or communications to 

GEO. A. PRINCE & CO., 
Buffalo, N. V., or 

GEO, A. PRINCE & CO., 
Chicago, 111. 

All Melodeons of our manufacture, either Sold by us or dealers 
In anv part of the United States or Canada, are warranted to be 
perfect in every respect; and should any repairs bo necessary 
C e the ex/iration of> FIVE Y E A E g W date of sale, we 
hold ourselves ready and willing tomake the same free of charge, 
provided the injury 1B not caused by accident or design, 
P Agents for the sale of our Melodeons may be founitin all prin 
dpaf cities and towns in the United States and Canada. oct-8m 

IONA! IONA! IONA! 
ADIRONDAC! ADIRONDAC! 

I©RAvE3L,IuAv ! HSUA-EX^IJA.! 

w 
E offer For sale a very large and well grown stock of the 

N e w Varieties of G r a p e "Vines, 
grown from single eyes, in borders having strong fibrous roots 
and well ripened wood, which cannot fail to give satisfaction to 
those "#ho may favor us with their orders. Prices moderate. 
Also the older varieties. A very fine stock of Concord, Diana, 

Hartford Prolific, Creveling, Delaware, Catawba, Isabella, Allen's 
Hybrid. ' - ,,:.., 
Large stock of Standard Pears, mostly four years old, strong, 

handsome, thrifty trees, many of them extra Blze. Also, Dwarf 
Cherry, Standard .Cherry, Plums, Apriepts—a large supply. , 

Strawberry Plants. 
Agriculturist, EusseLVs Prolific, Triomphe de Gande, Wilson's 
Albany. 

Ornamental. 
New American Weeping Willow, Weeping Mountain Ash, 
Rosemary Leaved Willow, Norway Spruce, Balsam Fir, Austrian 
Pine, 8 to 4 feet—cheap. Seedlings of Chevy, Apple and Plum. 
Catalogues furnished on application. 
ooMt W . & T.SMITH, Geneva, N.Y. A DIRONDAC G R A P E NURSERY ANM 

VHVEYA-RDQ. 

SUPERIOR VINES AT LOW PRICES. 

Forty thousand Adirondac Grape vines, of 1, 2, and 8 years. 
The earliest and best Native Grape. 
Also Iona, Israella, Allen's Hybrid, Delaware, Diana, Concord, 

CrevelingTCuyahoga, Hartford Prolific, Maxatawnay, Miles,, 
Bogcrs1 Hybrid, Eobecca, Sherjiian,, Union Village, <fco. >'• '.' 
Sample Vines, securery packed, and sent by mail when ordered. 
Priced and Descriptive Catalogue sent on application. 

JOHN W. BAILEY & CO., 
oct-2t Plattsburg, Clinton County, N. T. 

AGENTS, ATTENTION ! 

I WISH AGENTB—competent to canvass and engage others 

to canvass in every county in Western New York, to'Bell 
the best book now published. 
" Tried and True; or, Law and Loyalty." 
One Agent reports FIFTY-ONE orders in five days. Ono, 
TWENTY-SEVEN in two days. Another, TWENTY-TWO in 
one day. Just the book for, tho times. Great inducements 
offered. For full particulars, address, 

W. J. HOLLAND, 
oct-2t Springfield, Mass. PREOTIUOT FAROT GRIST MILL. 

SIMPLE, CHEAP, AND DURABLE.—Will grind all kinds 
of grain rapidly. Is adapted for all kinds of horse power. 

Send for Descriptive Circular, and address. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ 

WM. L. BOYEB & BROTHER, 
oct_tf ' Philadelphia, Poi VAN BCREN'S GOLDEN D W A R F PEACH. 

O N E OF THE GREATEST CURIOSITIES OF THE AGE. 
A Peach Tree with a dwarf habit, very hardy, not being 

subject to the many diseases to which the ordinary pcachis, ana,. 
bearing a very large yellow peach. The tree itself is yery orna
mental, and should be in every fancy yard. Send for a circular, 
with colored plate, giving full description. ,,\ 
" * jfiLLER & CO., Setzler's Store,|SO., 

Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

GRAPE VINES. 
j r\ r\ r\ r\ r\ r\ G R A P E VINES F O E SALE.—Con-
1 O U U . U U U cord, $70 per 1,000. Norton's Vir
ginia, Hartford, Diana, Ives' Seedling, pelaware, ond all other 
sorts in proportion. Doollttlo's Black Cap Raspberry Plants 
only $15 per 1,000; by the 10,000 only $10. Sond stamp for 
Essays on Grape Culture and Catalogue^ ̂  B H E 0 D E E 

00t-2t ' Bloomington, ill. 
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THE AMEEICAN FARMER 
FOR 

1 8 6 7 . 1 8 6 7 . 

THE PEAOTICAL PARMER'S OWS PAPER. 

The Cbeapst and Best Agricultural ana Horti
cultural Paper in America. 

CIRCULATES IN EVERY STATE AND TERRITORY. 

T E R M S . 
One Copy, One Year $1.00. 
FiveCopies " " 4.00 
Ten Copies " " 7.50 
and any larger number at the same rate, or SEVENTY-FIVE 
Cents each. 
f^" A FEEE COPY TO THE GETTER UP OF A CLUB 
OF TEN. 

TABLE OF PREMIUMS TO AGENTS 

Subscribers to the American Farmer. 
FALL OF 1866 AND SPRING OF 1867. 

1 Tucker's Annual Register, 5 at 80c each.... $ 80 
2. Miner's Domestio Poultry Book 60 8 
8. A Free Copy of T H E F A R M E R for 1866 or 

1887,unbound 100 10 
4. Manual of Agriculture, or nny book worth 1 00 10 
5. Bound Vol. A M . F A R M E R for 1;•06 1 25 12 
6. A beautiful Steel Engraving of Gen. Grant.. 8 00 20 
T. A beautiful Steel Engraving of Pres. Lincoln 8 00 20 
8. A set of Agricultural Books, worth 6 00 20 80 
9. Both of the above Engravings 600 24 82 

10. A Choice Collection of Flower Seeds 6 00 24 82 
11. " " " " 10 00 84 60 
12. An Agricultural Library 10 00 24 60 
18. Barometer, Woodruff's Mercurial 10 00 84 60 
14. " " " 12 00 40 60 
16. Webster's Pictorial Dictionary, latest edition 12 00 40 60 
16. Fifty Colored Fruit Plates, different, bound 12 60 40 60 
17. Choice Poultry, any variety, one trio 15 00 60 76 
18. An Agricultural Library 15 00 60 76 
19. Barometer, Woodruff's Mercurial 1800 60, 86 
20. An Agricultural Library 20 00 70 90 
21. One hundred Colored Fruit Plates, all differ-

ontbound 25 00 SO 120 
22. An Agricultural Library 25 00 80 120 
28. Franklin Sewing Machine 80 00 100 140 
24 An Agricultural Library 80 00 100 140 
25. Two hundred Colored Fruit Plates, all differ

ent, bound 50 00 160 200 
26. A n Agricultural Library 60 00 160 200 
27. Grover & Baker Sowing Machine 66 00 125 226 
28. Lamb Knitting Machine 65 00 200 260 
29. Pure Bred Merino Ram 100 00 800 400 
80. In addition to the above, 

TWENTY DOLLARS, IN CASH, 
will be given to the person who sends in THE LARGEST 
N U M B E R O F SUBSOEIBEBS to T H E F A R M E R before the 1st day of February, 1867. 

^ ^ Postmasters, and all friends of agricultural improvement, 
are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscriptions. 

Address, JOHN TURNER, 
Publisher and Proprietor, 

. Rochester, N. Y. 
AGRICULTURAL 

WORKS OR BOOKS 
"Will Meet witti Prompt -Attention, 
by addressing THE AMERICAN FARMER, 

Rochester, N. TT. 

CONTENTS OF THIS N U M B E R . 

AGRICULTURE. 

October 297 
Work for the Month • ,*. 297 
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On the Breeds of Swine 812 
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Planting Trees 817 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 
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TIIE AMERICAN FARMER. 
A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF 

AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH NUMEROUS ENGBAVINGS OF 

Farm Buildings, Animals, Implements- Fruits, &c. 

"Volume One, for I860. 

One Dollar a Year, In Advance. 
Five Copley for $4.00 ; Eight Copies for $6.00; and any larger 

number at the 6ame rate. 
^ " A l l subscriptions to commence with, the year, and tho 

entire volume supplied to all subscribers. 
tSrToBtmaBtors, Farmers, and all friends of improvement 

are respectfully solicited to .obtain, and forward subscriptions. , 
Specimen numbers sent to all applicants. 
Subscription money, if properly enclosed, may be sent at tha 

rlBk of the publisher. Address, 
JOH1V T U R N Ell, 

Publisher and Proprietor, Rochester, N. Y. STEREOTYPED BY JAMES LENNOX, 62 BUFFALO ST., B0CIIE6TEB, N. Y, 
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E N T E R E D according to Act of Congress, in the year 1866, by J O U N T U R N E R , in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the United 

States, for the Northern District of N o w York. 

VOLUME I. ROCHESTER, N, T., NOVEMBER, 1866. No. 11. 

m.i^Smk 
A sky o'ercast with darkening clouds 

Which presage coming storms; 

Cloud piled on cloud, a maBBive veil 

Of strange, fantastic forms, 
While here and there a streak of blue 

Just lets the glimmering sunlight through. 

A searching wind from a frosty shore, 

That stings with Its biting breath; 

Dries up the blood of the latest leaf 

With the chilling hand of death, 

A n d whirls its mates into eddying waves. 

A n d leafy mounds like hidden graves. 

The russet fields and the beaten paths 

With yellow leaves are strewn; 

The north wind sounds through the naked trees 

With a sullen, fitful moan, 
And earth In her mourning vestments clad 

For the dying year, looks drear and sad. 

Belfast, Me. «• »• •»• 

WORK FOR THE MONTH. 

WITH this month the fanner's work in the fields 

will close, and Jack Frost will lay claim to the 

earth, and the wind and snows of winter will drift 

over the meadows which were lately so pleasant, 

and where the birds sang so sweetly, and the child

ren enjoyed so much to romp. 

The thick falling early dew drops, and the sharp 

frosts that we have already experienced, should bes

tir us to see that all things are in order for the win

ter that is upon us, and we can think of nothing 

more important at this time than to call attention 

to the 

B U I L D I N G S — w h i c h should be looked carefully 

over, and all loose boards nailed tight, and all 

cracks properly stopped. 

I M P L E M E N T S A N D TOOLS—should be well oiled, 

painted, and put away in a snug, dry place. 

M A N U R E — o f all kinds should be scraped together 

in the barn yard, and carted to the meadows or 

wheat fields, and applied as a top dressing. The 

finest manure should be used for the wheat fields. 

It will protect the roots of grass and wheat from 

the winter's frost. 

R O O T S — a n d potatoes that are in the ground must 

be gathered early this month. Let them be dry and 

clean, and put away in a good dry cellar. 

F A T T E N I N G A N M A L S — s h o u l d receive extra care 

this month. See that they are kept warm and 

comfortable, and that they are fed regularly. This 

is of great importance, and applies to all animals. 

Water should not be forgotten, as they require it 

now constantly. Let all stock be well taken care 

of this month, and get a good start for winter. 

PIGS—that aro fattening will require extra feed 

and care. Let them have good protection from the 

storm's blast, for they cannot thrive without, and 

see to it now that the 

P O U L T R Y — H a v e a suitable hennery to roost in. 

Do not let them perch in the trees, or on the fence, 

but provide them with good compartments, and 

they will reward you with plenty of fresh eggs 

during winter. Spring chickens that have com

menced laying should be supplied with lime, sand, 

broken shells, and once a week some refuse meat, 

and with proper management will continue laying 

through the winter. 

CALVES—will thrive faster by having a little meal 

fed to them now, and the quantity may be increased 

during the winter to one or two quarts a day, 

which will bring them on rapidly. Then the 

COLTS—will relish a little grain, and some cut 

feed. Let the boys handle them carefully, or rather 

pet them a little every day during the winter, and 

get them broken in by degrees, ready for the spring 

work. Nothing is lost by the gentle care of all our 

farm animals. 

U N D E R D R A I N I N G — " Why,where, when, and how 

to do it," was well explained by one of our corres-
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pondents in the October number. Where water 

would be apt to lie in the spring, it would be well 

this month to cut a small ditch from it, and get the 
land into good condition earlier. It can be done 

much more readily now than when the ground is 

frozen hard in the spring. As long as the weather 

keeps open and fine, keep the 

PLOWS—going. Get all tho land possible plowed 

this fall, so as not to be hurried or crowded in the 

spring, when there is so much that demands atten

tion. And any leisure time this month may profit
ably be employed in gathering 

L E A V E S — f r o m the woods or road side, and have 

them spread over the manure heap in the barn 

yard, or if short of straw, they can be used to ad

vantage for littering the stable or hog pen. 

THE PIC. 

His Characteristics, Usefulness, &c. 

WRITTEN FOB THE AMERICAN FARMEE BY a N. EEMENT. 
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PIGS, it is said, " are a happy people." W e may 

talk disparagingly about living like a pig, is to live 

like a gentleman. Although it is not permitted by 

the order of nature that a pig should laugh or even 

smile, he enjoys the next blessing of humanity—the 

disposition to grow fat. H o w easily he goeB through 
the world I He has no fancy stocks to purchase—no 

bank notes to pay—no reconstruction meetings to 

attend—no political caucuses to hold 1 He has no 

occasion to take the benefit of the bankrupt act, or 

to have his estate confiscated to defray the expenses 

of the war—no income tax to pay. Free from all 

the troubles that disturb the country, he is uncon

cerned about national affairs, as was the m m who 

was awaked in the earliest light of morning by 

being told day was breaking: " Well," said he, as 

he turned again to his repose, " let it break—he 
owes m e nothing." 

The pig is the personification of independence. 

He acknowledges no law save that of his stomach. 

H e is no teetotaler. Give him a chance, and he will 

drink ale or wine unto drunkenness, and in those 

countries where grapes grow, if they come into the 

vintage, they get drunk with eating grapeB, for 

which he has an intense liking, and often does ter

rible damage in vineyards. The worst of the mat 

ter is, that the animal so riots and revels among the 

vines, that he destroys and tramples down many 
more grapes than he can eat, and does irredeemable 

damage. If the lees of wine be mingled with their 
food, they will grow fat without measure. 

In China they have a proverb that every gentle

man works for his living except the pig. In Illinois, 

a few years ago, he was made to work. W h e n a 

chimney was to be built, or a cabin to be daubed, a 

hole is to be dug in the earth of sufficient dimen

sions, and water poured into it—the hogs called, 

and a few grains of corn thrown into the hole, 

when the hogs plunge in, and soon prepare the 

lump of clay for the hand of the dauber. 

It is rather remarkable that the Irishman and the 

negro hold much the Bame opinion of the pig. Both 

consider the pig as the only gentleman, for he does 
no work; all his meals are brought to him ; eating, 

drinking, and sleeping are all he has to do; and the 

more he eats, drinks, and sleeps, the better his duty 

is performed. But then the motives for the opinion 
are widely different. The negro—that is, the negro 

slave—thinks that the very summit of human feli

city is to do no work. This is likely to be the case, 

for he has no motive for work, and therefore only 
looks upon his daily work as a terrible task, which 

he is bound to evade in every possible way. There

fore the pig is his ideal of enjoyment; eats, does no 

work—he eats and he sleeps. 

But the opinion of the Irishman is founded on 

more rational grounds. The pig, in his opinion, is 

a gentleman, and ought therefore to be treated as 

such. Does not the pig pay the rent, and sure is'nt 
he a gentleman to do that ? So the pig has the full 
range of the cabin, and pokes his nose j ust where 

he pleases. Indeed, he is often better off than his 

master's children, for he is never in want of a meal, 

and the food which he gets is precisely that which 

he ought to have, namely, potatoes: while as the 

children get the same food, which is not the proper 

food for m a n taken by itself, the pig has no care, 

and no fear for the morrow. H e continues to enjoy 

himself until the knife is at his throat, and even 

then he knows nothing about his coming death un

til he is actually in the hands of his slayers, who 

probably do not inflict on him more pain than tbe 

children suffer when flogged by paternal or mater

nal authority, or when pumelled by larger boys. 

A pig, in Ireland, is often the saving of a family, 
and his inquisitive snout, peeping out of a cabin 
door, should be considered a mark of prosperity 
rather than a sign of decreasing finances. 
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Pigs are an obstinate race, and are not easily 

driven. Boys generally succeed better than men in 

driving pigs, always excepting Irishmen, whose 

treatment of pigs is a perfect art. A n Irishman 

never seems to drive a, pig, but coaxes him along. 

A little push ora way, a little pull another, a whistle, 

a few endearing expressions, and the pig trots com 

fortably along, giving no trouble " at all, at all." If 

a pig is very obstinate indeed, and utterly refuses 

to go where he is wanted, the Irishman manages 

him by putting his nose in the direction he is 

intended to take, and then pulling his tail. The 

result is evident. The pig imagines he is wanted 

to come backwards, and therefore with the perver

sity of a porcine nature, runs forward as fast as he 

can. This method is generally used in getting pigs 

on board ship, where they evince much dislike to 

the planks on which they are required to walk. 

The Chinese also make use of the tail-pulling pro

cess when they wish their pigs to enter the bamboo 

cages in which they transport them when lat. 

There exists perhaps in creation, no animal which 

has less justice done to him by man than the pig. 

W e see him gifted with every faculty of supplying 

himself, and of providing even against the approach

ing storm, which no creature is better capable of 

foretelling, and we begin our treatment of him by 

putting an iron ring through the cartilage of his 

nose. Having thus barbarously deprived him of 

the power of searching for and analyzing his food, 

we then generally condemn him for the rest of his 

life to solitary confinement in a pen. 

While his faculties are still his own, only 

observe how with a bark or snort he starts if you 

approach him ; and mark what shrewd intelligence 

there is in his bright, twinkling little eye. But with 

pigs as with mankind, " idleness is the root of all 

evil." The poor animal, finding that he has abso

lutely nothing to eat—having no enjoyment, nothing 

to look forward to but the pail which feeds him, 

most eagerly, or as we accuse him, most greedily he 

greets its arrival. Having no business or diversion, 

nothing to occupy his brain—the whole powers of 

his system are directed to the digestion of a super

abundance of food. To encourage this, nature 

assists him with sleep, which lulling his faculties, 

leads his stomach to become the ruling power of 

his system—a tyrant that can bear no one's presence 

but his own. The poor pig thus treated, gorges 

himself, sleeps, eats again, sleeps; awakens in a 

fright, screams, struggles against the blue apron, 

screams fainter, turns up the whites of his little 

eyes, and dies! 

It is very amusing to watch the pigs when 

" ringed," as their behavior is not at all that which 

ought to be expected of them. Indeed they Beem to 

be actuated by the oriental ideas of fatalism, and 

after struggling as much as they can, they give up 

the matter as hopeless, and resign themselves to 

their fate. W h e n they are about half grown, a man 

armed with a coil of rope, a pair of pincers, and the 

rings, one for each pig, enters the pen and seizes 

one of the pigs by the ears. The aggravated animal 

instantly proceeds to remonstrate most audibly at 

the proceedings, and sets up a series of ear-piercing 

screams. But screaming is of no use, and he is 

dragged out of the pen. A rope, with a slip-knot is 

now thrust into his mouth, the knot is drawn close, 

and the pig is held in a kind of curb. He is now 

thrown down, the point of the ring inserted into the 

cartilage of his nose, and the end turned over with 

a pair of pincers, until it nearly meets. The ring is 

now complete, and when the pig tries to root or 

grub up the ground, the pointed end curves round 

and pricks his nose, so that he is warned to cease. 

During his struggles, his cries are loud and inces

sant ; but the moment the point enters the nostril, 

piggy exchanges his squeals for a series of half-

satisfied grunts, and probably says to himself, " Oh, 

is that all 1 I thought I was going to be converted 

into pork or lard at the least, and perhaps .salted 

afterwards. W h o cares for rings ?" 

A pig is a moie clever animal than is generally 

supposed ; that is, if he can find a chance of exer

cising his abilities, and is left tolerably to himself. 

W e remember seeing several persons engaged for 

half an hour in catching a pig, which had got into 

a small enclosure. They tried managing it by 

throwing in an ear of corn for the animal to engage 

himself with, while they crept up behind him ; but 

the pig was much too cunning for that, and con

tinued to keep one eye always on his foe. W h e n a 

number of them come up to surround him, he 

picked up the ear of corn, and ran away to another 

spot. 

Not only is the pig naturally clever, but it is 

capable of instruction, and has been taught to per

form duties that belong to other animals. They are 

often sufficiently tame to permit children to mount 

on their backs, and one person actually put some 

of his pigs through a course of training for the sad

dle. A team of four hogs has been trained to draw 

a carriage, such an event having taken place at St. 

Albans some years ago, when an old farmer of the 

neighborhood threw the town into such excitement 

by driving a carriage into town drawn by four pigs. 

He drove round the market-place several times, and 

had his porcine steeds put up. at a stable, and fed 

corn and wash. In a few hours the pigs were again 

harnessed and trotted off briskly with their master. 

In some respects the pig resembles man, so that 

there may be some ground for calling children, pigs, 

besides those generally given. The pig and the 
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m a n are both omnivorous ; that is to say, they both 

can eat vegetable or animal food—the one being an 

omnivorous quadruped, and the other an omnivorous 

biped or " omnivorous tripod," as the negro called it, 

on the authority of Tom. Cringle, so when the 

trough is filled with potatoes and vegetables, it will 

make a very good dinner upon them ; if the butcher 

chooses to throw in some of the offal of the slaughter

house, the pig will eat the offal; if a thriftless 

housekeeper lets the pigs have plum pudding and 

slices of roast beef, the most inveterate gormandizer 

could not attack them with greater zest than does 

his omnivorous companion. If the brewer has pigs 

and gives them grain, they will devour enormous 

quantities of the sweet, soft compound, and if any 

ale is mixed with the grains, as is often the case, 

they will get gloriously drunk upon it. Many is 

the time that a pig has been seen staggering about 

the yard quite unable to direct himself, "merely 

because he had taken too much of the deceptive 

mixture, hence the saying, " as drunk as a hog." 

Among the many qualities and properties which 

the pig is acknowledged to possess, there are some 

which are not generally known. For example, 

ninety-nine of every hundred pots' of bear's grease 

are obtained exclusively from the pig, and have had 

no connection whatever with the bear. Bears are 

not quite plentiful enough, or so easily killed as to 

supply all the vast amount of " bear's grease" 

which is usually consumed in the whole world. The 

fact is, lard is purified, scented, put into pots, decor

ated with colored labels, called bear's grease, sold 

atthigh prices, and has the double advantage of 

bringing in a very large per centage to the sellers, 

and doing quite as much good to the buyer as if it 

were the genuine fat of the bear. 

The pig quite revels in an oak wood or under the 

oak trees in autumn. W e cannot, however, praise 

the good taste of the pigs quite so much in this in

stance, for acorns are detestable. It is true that we 

used to eat them at school; but then school boys, 

like Ostriches or sharks, will eat anything. Even 

we, however, could not manage them until we had 

roasted them. 

Tet this shows the degeneracy of our race, or 

rather it would do so in the ears ( of Borne people, for 

our early ancostors us^d to make acorris a consider

able portion of their diet. The Acadians (happy 

race!) were said to live almost exclusively on that 

delectable food. This reminds us of an amusing 

print published where a pig was represented as 

seated under an oak, and exactly facing him an 

Acadian also seated under another oak. The inge

nious artist contrived to infuse so much of the pig 

iuto the Acadian, and the Acadian into the pig, 

that there was some difficulty in discovering which 

was quadruped and which biped. 

CAS TAR FOR POSTS, &C. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FARMER, BY F. W. COLLINS. 

THE question of the efficacy of gas tar or coal 

tar, for posts, and other timber, exposed to the 

weather, or set in the ground, in order to preserve 

them from decay, has been much agitated during 

the last few years, and the conclusion to which the 

experimentists seem to have arrived, based in all 

cases upon a surface application as a paint, is inimi

cal to its use. The conclusion, established on this 

basis, is a legitimate one. The basis, however, is 

wrong. . That portion of the wood at least, which 

comes in contact with the earth, either in hop poles, 

telegraph poles, or fence posts, should be well satu

rated with the tar, which can only be done by boil

ing in the tar, or when that is impracticable, by 

repeated applications of boiling tar. 

In England, almost every large hop-planter is 

provided with an iron tank or pan, placed over a 

brick arch for boiling the lower end of the hop 

poles, in a preparation of coal tar, which is then 

called creosote. The thick portion of the tar, resem

bling resin in appearance, is extracted from the tar 

by distillation to be used for roofing purposes, while 

the liquid portion that remains, resembling spirits 

of turpentine, and which goes by the name of creo

sote is that used for the hop poles. The usual 

dimensions of the tank used for this purpose, are 

three or four feet by ten feet more or less, with 

perpendicular -sides two feet in hight. The arch 

is built in the usual manner, with a chimney at the 

end opposite the fire place. The hop poles, alter 

being sharpened ready for setting in the spring, are 

placed on end in this tank, supported by a frame 

some ten or twelve feet above, so that the poles 

stand upright in the pan, which is then filled with 

the creosote or gas tar. Thus about two feet of the 

hop pole is boiled until it is completely saturated. 

I have seen poles that had been in use seven years 

after being subjected to this treatment, which were 

apparently as sound as when first used. Railroad 

ties are subjected to this process ; only with them, 

the treatment is continued for a greater length of 

time. Fence and telegraph posts are served in the 

same manner. The process just mentioned is the 

most effective method of applying the creosote or tar, 

although many of the smaller hop planters, prob

ably from motives of economy, apply tho liquid 

several times in a heated state, until it penetrates 

far into the wood. 

In preparing stakes for the horizontal hop yard, 

the best and most economical ones are those sawed 

one and one fourth inches square, and eight feet in 

length, for all except the outer rows, which are 

large and strong. These stakes, after being sharp

ened at each end, are laid lengthwise I A the vat, 
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and boiled in the tar or creosote for half an hour. 

The pan, if of the dimensions described, will hold 

about enough to stake an acre. The expense, when 

preparing for a yard of ten acres, will be less than 

one cent per stake. The stakes should be reversed 

each year ; the end placed in the ground this year, 

will be the top of the stake next year. 

Gas tar is offensive—indeed destructive to insects, 

and stakes saturated with it are insect proof. 

They can neither become a harbor for lice, nor a 

receptacle for nits. Search carefully as you will, 

the microscope will discover no enemy, while an 

ordinary hop pole will be alive with vermin. The 

twine used in the hop yard should be tarred also. 

' The tar can be purchased in its crude state at the 

gas works for from one to two dollars per barrel, 

where the cask is furnished by the purchaser. 

Crude gas tar is as efficacious as that which is dis

tilled to creosote, or that which by continued dis

tillation becomes naptha, and may be advantageous-

ly used to preserve timber on many farms. But its 

great economy is most conspicuous in the hop yards. 

The English planters have taken the lead in this. 

It is there used very extensively, and we must do 

likewise, as our poles are as expensive as theirs. 

This furnishes another argument for the short stakes 

and twine, as they can be creosoted the whole length 

at small expense, the vermin and other enemies of 

the plant can be so easily met or overcome, and- the 

vitality of the root preserved by this process. In 

fact, every step in the process of growing hops is so 

benefited by it, that it commends itself to every 

beginner, aud overcomes the natural repugnance to 

change in the old hop planter. 

11 tiy i irirr.' M i l 

OUR KANSAS LETTER—NO. 3. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FARMER, BY A. M. BURNS. 

L (Continued from page 803, October Number.) 

the houses fairly tremble, while the rain descended 

in torrents ; since that time it has been cloudy, and 

to-night (Sept. -5th) it is again raining, although such 

cloudy, wet days, are an unusual thing in Kansas 

this time in the season. It may be the reason why 

they have remained so long in one locality. 

It was supposed by many that the year following 

their visit here would find large numbers of them, 

but that year, (1865,) they were not even as numer

ous as they generally are other years. What be

came of their eggs is more than I could say; it may 

have been that a few wet days at the time they 

were hatching, put an end to their existence. 

I have written at more length than I would have 

done if I had thought there was no danger of their 

appearance in the future in the Eastern States. It 

such unfortunately should be the case, it is much 

better that the attention of Eastern agriculturists 

should be called to the matter. The vegetable and 

fruit gardens of the East are of far greater import

ance than they are here, and some of your experi

enced correspondents may be able to devise some 

plan by which their depredations might be prevent

ed, upon at least some portions of the crops, and as 

the question is and no doubt will in future be a very 

important matter to the people of some portions of 

the United States, it,would be the duty of any of 

your contributors who have or could devise any plan 

for their destruction, or which would even partially 

prevent their havoc on vegetation. I tried the scat

tering of air-slacked lime over the foliage of-the 

grape vines. I could not see them eat where vines 

had been dusted, but on account of the rains wash

ing the lime off, it was not as practicable as cover

ing them with prairie hay. Yet the vines should 

have air. 

Any information that you or your correspondents 

could give upon this subject would certainly be read 

with deep interest by the citizens of some portions, 

at least, of the United States, and I hope that all 

the light that can be obtained, will be cheerfully 

given, as we cannot now even surmise how impor

tant it may some day be to the people ol the United 

States. 

OUR TEXAS LETTER. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I am » subscriber to your paper, 

and am much pleased with it. I write to know 

something more of tho Buenos Ayrean clover men

tioned on page 240 of your August number. There 

is no such thing as clover grown in this State to 

m y knowledge. I have seen very pretty wild clover 

fifty miles south of me, five years ago. I passed the 

place recently, and nothing could be seen of it. 

Your correspondent speaks of it thriving in a cli

mate hot and dry. Our section is both, and this 

clover nlight suit our locality. 

T H E science of numeration would fail to give any

thing like an idea of the immense number of grass

hoppers. It is very difficult to walk through fields 

where they are congregated, although on the ap

proach of m a n or beast they attempt to rise to fly, 

but are so numerous that they impede the effort to 

escape. In 1864, we were troubled with immense 

numbers of grasshoppers, but nothing in number 

to compare with those of the present year. Their 

appearance was in a dry time, and they remained 

only a single day; but on Monday night, September 

3d, w e had a very heavy rain. I have no recollection 

of hearing or seeing such a quantity of rain fall in 

the same length of time. The very portals of hea

ven appeared to be opened—the firmament was a 

continuous vivid flame of electricity, while the 

loudest peals of thunder I think I ever heard, made, 
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If you have any of the seed, I would like to have 

just enough to try it, or if you know where it is, 

and will put m e in the way to get it, you will con

fer a favor on me, and probably on our State. 

Our county is just east of the Trinity River, 

which is navigable for steamboats in the rainy sea

son, and that occurs every year, some time, which 

makes it quite uncertain. It is » timber country. 

The prairies are west and north of us. Southwest 

the soil is of several kinds. A red clay loam is the 

best upland, which is considered drouthy, then a 

light gray loam, which stands the drouth well, and 

is injured very much by too much rain. There is 

much more gray land than red. Our crops are corn 

and cotton, » little wheat, some oats, rye, and bar

ley, but very few sweet potatoes, some garden vege

tables and potatoes, in the spring before the June 

drouth sets in. 

This has been an unusually wet year, with some 

dry spells. The com is very good. W e shall make 

25 bushels to the acre. Cotton, I know but little, 

beyond hearsay. This is m y first crop. I have 30 

acres in m y red land and corn bottom.. The same 

land has made a bale to the acre, about the best cot

ton ever does here. The wet season made a large 

plant, aud the squares and bolls were plenty, but a 

drouth of three weeks in August, caused the squares 

to shed of. Then a severe rain of seven or eight 

days is just over, which planters think will cause 

the bolls to rot, and also .give the plant a second 

growth, the squares and bolls of which will not 

mature before frost; so it is quite uncertain how 

the crop will be here. 

Will our esteemed correspondent, " S. W.," 

answer the above ?—EDS. 

NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY " S. W." 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

NEW YORK MARKET REPORT AND THE FLOUR AND 

GRAIN EXPORTS. 

It was refreshing to read S. Edward Todd's 

Market Report in the October A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . 

It would seem that he has not yet been long 

enough in Gotham to become sophisticated by the 

trade, and his discriminating report of prices 

carries the truth with it. It would seem that while 

our export of Indian corn to the United Kingdom 

of Great Britian, for the fortnight, was 538,000 

bushels, that of flour was only 8,180 barrels, and of 

wheat 13,283 bushells. The continued high price of 

flour in the United States, has made an unprecedent

ed home demand for corn for bread and hoe cake, 

which has kept up the prices, in spite of collapse in 

distilling produced by the strangling excise. Wheat 

will probably be cheaper next season, but corn will 

at least hold its present price, as the export demand 

is now fast increasing, since the English, Scotch, 

and Irish farmers have found out its superior value 

to English grain for putting on animal tat. It may 

not be as good as oats for a working or a racing 

horse, but what it lacks iu nitrogen is made up in 

oil. England, now well cured of corn law protec

tion, admits our corn free of duty. 

A VISIT TO THE FARM AND VINEYARD OF F. C. 

BREHM. 

Mr. Brehm took the following premiums at the 

last State Fair: The large silver medal for the best 

wine and brandy. First premium for the best field 

variety of Delaware grapes. Second premium for 

the best native grapes. The wine was two years 

old, and made from the pure juice of the Diana 

grape, without the aid of either sugar or alcohol, 

while the Catawba grape contains 1.41 per cent, of 

acids, the Diana has not a trace. Brehm's little 

farm of twelve and a half acres, is one mile west of 

Waterloo post office, bounded on the Seneca Outlet 

on the south, and the old Western turnpike on the 

north; the soil is a sandy loam with one field of 

hard calcareous clay which also torms the deep sub

soil generally; the land rises gradually from the 

narrow morass next the outlet, and is well drained 

by an open ditch, tile underdrains, and Black Brook 

which here debouches into the outlet. The morass 

is only a few rods wide along the towing path of the 

outlet, and it now proves to be a mine of manure to 

the farm, as it is composed of vegetable remains 

mixed with lumps of blackened pulverulent clay, 

forming a mass of soil amendment much richer in 

nitrogen than farm yard manure ? Brehm has taken 

out of this pen during the late hot dry weather, two 

large piles of muck, one of which measured sixty 

paces in circumference. All of this is to be spread 

on his plowed sand this winter and thoroughly 

worked in, in the spring. His clay field has already 

been ameliorated by a heavy dressing of muck until 

it is as friable and pulverulent as the fine sand loam 

of the fertile Sciota bottoms. Here his young 

Delaware vines are growing, with a row of the 

largest cabbages between the long trellises that I 

ever saw. I looked in vain for a medium size or im

perfect head; his mother, a German frauen, attends 

to this department, growing her cabbage seed from 

the strong middle stalk. He says Delaware grapes 

are much better flavored on' a clay loam, but the 

Diana must have sand. He has thousands of Iona 

and other vines growing thick in rows to be ready 

to set in trellis or for market when ordered. 

I found him busy in his grape room, over the wine 

cellar, packing Delawares into five-pound boxes, to 

send to N e w York, by express. Among his great 

variety of grapes, I was quite taken with Rogers 
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Hybrid No. 19, as an eating grape; it is very large, 

high, pleasant flavored, but too pulpy for a wine 

grape ; it is earlier than the Concord, and does not 

drop off the bunch when ripe like the latter. On that 

part of the farm next the morass is a field of two 

acres top-dressed with muck; it cut six tons of 

timothy and clover this summer; his vineyard 

begins next to this meadow, then comes his house, 

barn, fruit house, wine cellar and distillery, on tho 

west rise from Black Brook; this brook he has 

cleaned out and straightened into a beautiful canal 

the whole breadth of his farm; a field of corn now 

in shock, is on the northwest, and a large pasture 

(but not yet well subdued) is on both sides of the 

• brook, north and east. Mr. B. has lately paid $200 

an acre for three acres, half a mile north, on which 

to grow the Diana grape exclusively for wine, with 

true German homogeneousness he does not believe 

in imitating foreign wines like the Yankee Call 

fornians, who make imitations of all the European 

wines from barely three varieties of native grapes. 

H e even believes that he can make as good wine 

from the Iona grapes as the famed Langworth has 

made from the Catawba, which is too late for this 

climate. Be that as it may, his wine will never be 

made .to simulate the wines of volcanic formations 

of Southern Europe. He will rely on the fact that 

the best American wine, when the taste is educated 

to it, is not inferior to the wines of Europe. 

- THE ENORMOUS EXCISE ON AMERICAN GRAPE 

BRANDY 

Both F. C. Brehm and Joseph Wright, who has a 

seven acre vineyard, made grape brandy of their 

refuse grapes last year under the excise of twenty-

five cents a gallon; but just as they commenced 

enlarging their operations, Congress like a killing 

frost, has increased the duty to two dollars a gallon. 

As the two dollar tax on whisky has already put an 

end to all legitimate grain distilling, and saved the 

corn to the world for food,.it might be hoped that 

the refuse grapes of our vineyards might not be thus 

tabooed and suffered to go to waste, when alcohol is 

so much needed in medicine and the arts. It is 

" devoutly to be wished" that the next Congress will 

exhibit more legislative wisdom and economy than 

the last, which by an excessive tax on cotton has 

done much towards killing the now sickly goose 

that once layed the golden eggs. 

A F E W WORDS ABOUT WEEDS. 

In Wisconsin they have a law making it fineable 

for any m a n to suffer certain kinds of weeds to go 

to seed on his premises; pity such a law was not in 

force, and enforced in every State in the country. 

Not long ago in Springport, Cayuga county, I saw 

a farmer just after a heavy shower, pulling up docks, 

rag weed, &c., in the road all along the front of his 

masterly kept farm. Another farmer w h o m I com

plimented for the clean surface of white clover that 

made a beautiful lawn in his front on the road, 

said when lie bought the farm he paid sixty dollars 

the first year for killing the weeds, and the next 

year he cleaned the road. It is not as much of a 

job to clean the ground of coarse weeds "as many 

imagine, and the labor is less and less as you pro

gress in the extermination ; but without a law to 

compel the slovenly farmer from filling the neigh

borhood with the winged seeds of his mischievous 

crop, the neat farmer must suffer. They manage 

better in France, there a farmer can sue and collect 

damages from another, the seeds of whose weeds 

are blown on his land. 

ALWAYS BUY FAT BEEF AND PORK. 

There is nearly twenty per cent, less water in 

the carcass of a well fatted animal than in a lean 

one. Did you ever notice, as I have, how much more 

the lean of poor beef will dry up in hanging, than the 

lean of - fat animal; and according to Professor 

Voelker, a lean hog contains eighteen per cent, more 

water than a fat one. 

THE COUNTY FAIR, THE WEATHER AND THE CROPS. 

The first killing frost occurred here on the morn

ing of the 23d of September; the fog from the Seneca 

outlet saved all vegetation within one hundred or 

more rods of its banks. Brehm and Joseph Wright's 

grape leaves were untouched, but Isabella's ripen 

slowly owing to cool, shady weather. North and 

south, both the corn leaves and potato vines are 

killed, and there will be soft corn ; yet a fair crop 

has ripened. Wright's large dent corn is ripe, cut 

up, and in large stooks; so much for the best farm

ing. I never saw a corn crop fail here on a well. 

drained, highly manured soil, if hoed often in a 

drouth, and not planted too late; m y late June 

planted Bweet corn is now in eating order, but the 

yield is at least one-third less than that planted 

early in May. Cool, long nights are fatal to the 

growth of corn, even without a frost. 

This is the last day of our county fair held 

at Wright's Race Courje; there has been a great 

attendance of spectators, but as the French Bay, the 

exposition was re-importe; this is the day of the 

races, the most exciting of all, and the village over

flows with fine carriages filled with well dressed 

males and females, drawn by the finest specimens 

of equine stock. Verily, horse pride is better and 

more respectable than much other pride; because 

horses are made by unerring nature, and man is 

sometimes made by the tailor. 

U P W A R D S of ten million dollars worth of guano 

were imported into England last year. 
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HOW W E FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY. 

WEITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FAR.MER, BY P. V. REYNOLDS. 

•WIIMBER NINE. 

THRESHING. 

W h e n harvest is fairly over, and the grain secure

ly sheltered, the farmer feels a great relief from 

the anxiety that oppresses him while the fruits of 

his labors are exposed to injury from the elements. 

But there is one job yet to be done, which the 

farmer generally dreads more than any other work 

of the year-—namely, threshing. Not because the 

labor is the severest of all the labors of the farm, 

but because of the many aggravations attending it. 

In ancient times, oxen trod out the grain upon the 

threshing floors, and within the memory of middle-

aged men, all the grain was either trodden out by 

horses, or oxen, or beaten out with flails. 

The first threshing machine I recollect seeing 

in operation, some thirty-two or thirty-three years 

ago, was run by a two-horse power. That machine 

could scarcely thresh one hundred bushels of wheat 

in a day, and left the straw and chaff to be separat

ed from the grain, by rakes, and fanning-mill. But 

few farmers own machines, but hire their threshing 

done by those who follow the business during the 

fall and early winter. 

The modern threshing machine is driven by a 

power, operated by eight to ten horses, which works 

machinery that threshes the grain, separates it from 

the straw, cleans it for market, and carries the straw 

upon the straw stack. The owner of the machine 

furnishes three or four hands, and four to six horses, 

and usually, charges about $2.50 per hundred for oats, 

$4.00 for barley, and $6.00 for wheat. The farmer 

boards the hands and horses, and furnishes the com

pliment of both. The novice would suppose that a 

machine that does so much of the work would not 

require many hands to run it. Let us see, one man 

drives the horses—two forward the bundles from 

the m o w to the platform—one places them upon the 

table. One cuts the band—one feeds the thresher— 

two are required to take care of the grain as it 

comes from the fanning mill, (three if put in bags, 

and drawn to the granary,)—and two or three are 

needed upon the stack to stack the straw. So we 

see that it requires ten at the least—frequently 

twelve men—to properly run a modern threshing 

machine. 

Well, if all goes off right, it will not take long for 

such a machine to thresh all the grain that grows 

on an ordinary farm; for it can thresh 400 bushels 

of wheat—500 to 600 of barley—and all the oats 

that one man can feed in—but the trouble of it is— 

it does not always go off right. Some portions of 

the complicated machinery break, or get out of 

order, and the machine must stop for repairs. Men 

and horses are idle at the farmer's expense. The 

men having nothing to do, make a raid on the 

orchard, and apples, pears and peaches, are plun

dered. Some choice fruits, which the farmer and 

his family have waited for in pleasant anticipation, 

are gobbled up—grain is fed lavishly to the horses, 

and finally, when the threshing is done, and the 

cost is reckoned up, the farmer finds that the antici

pated profits of his crops are greatly diminished by 

the cost of threshing, and that his patience and his 

temper have been subjected to severe trials. 

Some farmers keep a two-horse, endless-chain 

power, with which they do their threshing with 

their ordinary farm laborers. This, although it 

takes longer than the larger machines, saves a great 

deal of waste and vexation. The same power can 

be used to cut feed, saw wood, grind apples, shell 

corn, &c. 

FATTENING SWINE. 

Good policy would probably dictate that wo 

should commence fattening a pig as soon as he is 

born, and continue it without intermission until he 

is butchered; but that course is not generally fol

lowed; the animal is just kept along in passable 

order until autumn, when he is shut up to fatten. 

Many farmers allow their hogs to glean the wheat 

and barley stubbles, and then shut them up and feed 

them wormy apples, small potatoes, and pumpkins 

boiled together, with some middlings. or Indian 

meal added, which fatten them rapidly ; when the 

process is completed, by feeding them three or four 

weeks on corn, or corn meal, exclusively. It is, 

undoubtedly, advisable to have the hogs fatted 

before very cold weather sets in, as it requires more 

food to produce a given amount of flesh in cold, 

than in warm weather. If necessary to keep them 

after cold weather sets in to await u, good market, 

then they Bhouldhave as warm a pen as it is pos

sible to give them. 

• They should be kept, while fattening, in clean, 

warm, dry pens, and made just as happy and con

tented as possible. Should be fed with the strictest 

regularity, enough to fully satisfy their wants, with

out surfeiting them, and when they cease to lay on 

daily sufficient fat to equal in value the corn fed 

them—put the knife to their throats. There is 

a great deal of food wasted upon swine, without 

farmers knowing it, by continuing to feed them 

when they are not gaining enough to pay cost. 

This will continue until farmers make up their 

minds to do business more systematically, and less 

by guess. If they could have some convenient way 

of weighing their animalB—say once a week—whila 

fattening them; and would at the same time weigh 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



THE AMERICAN FARMER. 337 

their food, they would then know whether they were 

gaining or losing by continuing to feed them. 

May we not hope that farmers will, ere long, come 

to do their business on a more certain basis ? 

FARM TALK-NO. 

T H I S has been a hard corn year through all " down 

east." Cold days and rainy weather have been the 

rule, and not the exception. But it was to be 

expected, for the two preceding years were the 

warmest and dry est on record, and consequently 

they were what farmers term "great corn years." 

Corn grew and matured, planted almost anywhere. 

This year it is different. W e shall have a fair yield, 

but it is backward. Many fields were frost bitten 

before they were fully " glazed." A n unusually wet 

and rainy September was a great drawback to its 

ripening. Notwithstanding these failings, m y 

neighbor Johnson has raised a good crop of corn, 

and some specimen ears whieh he carried to the 

fair, attracted a good deal of attention. 

" That's good corn for this year," said a farmer, 

pointing to Johnson's fine looking " trace. " 

"Yes," said another, "wonder how he was so 

lucky as to get such a good crop.'-

Here Johnson " happened" along, and they began 

questioning him: 

" W h a t kind of land did this grow on 1" 

" Rocky upland." 

" W h a t did you manure with ?" 

" Hog manure mixed with muck, and a handful 

of plaster and ashes to each hill, after the corn 

came through the ground." 

" Ground plowed in the fall ?" 

"No, broke up in the spring, and planted on the 

sward." 

" Like it so, better than ' old ground ?'" 

"Yes, the turf heating and rotting, warms the 

soil just as the young corn roots need it. and the 

ground is not so weedy, requiring less labor in culti

vating." 

" Dung it in the hill ?" 

" Yes, one large shovelful." 

" W h a t kind of seed was you'rn ?" 

" Well, we call it the Dutton corn, but I don't 

know what is the exact name of it. However, I 

consider the principal reason why I had such good 

luck this year, was because I took pains with m y 

seed corn." 

" W h a t did you do to it?" 

" " Well gentlemen, I'll tell you all about it. I call 

this m y pedigree corn, and I'll tell you why. For 

several years it has been m y practice to select the 

best ears of corn to be found in m y field and pre- j 

serve them for next year's seed. By so doing, I 

think the quality and productiveness of m y corn 

has been gradually gaining, year after year, until 

now, I can see that it is vastly superior to that first 

grown. After the corn is thoroughly ripe, I make 

m y selection. I take only those ears which are 

rowed perfectly, fully ripe and golden yellow, fully 

tipped or covered at the end, and only those which 

grow on a stalk, producing two or more sound ears. 

These ears I carefully trace or braid by the husks 

left on for that purpose, and hang them in the 

chamber away from vermin. The next spring I 

have a superior article of seed and that is what I 

call m y pedigree corn.'' 

" Well I don't know; sometimes I've planted the 

best corn, and sometimes only the tip ends, and I 

didn't see much difference in the crop." • 

" Perhaps not; I do not say that the improvement 

will be discernible in one year, perhaps not in two, 

but I do say that such a practice persevered in 

rigidly for a term of years, will be productive of 

good results. It is a great law of nature that like pro

duces like, to a great extent, and the principle is as 

correct in reference to seeds and plants, as in the 

case of the higher order of animal life." 

F A T T E N I N G F O W L S . — O n this subject The Irish 

Farmer's Gazette says: " Coop them in a moderately 

warm, dark quiet place, with good ventilation, and 

keep them perfectly clean, and fed on boiled or 

steamed potatoes, mixed with crushed oats or oat

meal, and blended with sweet milk, with a little fine 

sand added and given warm, but not hot. If in 

health, and well attended, they will be fit for use in 

a fortnight. They may also get other meal mixed 

with the potatoes. 

T H E days of the great elm on Boston Common are 

numbered. The trunk of the tree is hollow, and 

rot has extended to its branches. 

NOTES FROM CANADA. 

AFTER a period of excessively wet weather, such as 

"the oldest inhabitant" cannot recount in his experi

ence of the country, we have been enjoying a fortnight 

of clear skies, with a warm, sunny, autumn glow, and 

the sowing of winter wheat is being carried to com

pletion, although so unusually late in this season, that 

it is questionable if it will be possible for the young 

plants to obtain sufficient root-hold to enable them to 

resist the action of our severe winter frosts. The first 

hard frost occurred on the evening of the 4th of Octo

ber, and the trees are now assuming the gorgeous hues 

of autumn tints so peculiar to our American forests. 

Grain of all kinds is now coming to market freely, 

but prices still continue to advance, especially for. 

extra nice samples, which are scarce. MAO. 
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REPORT ON SCOURED FLEECES. 

THE following is the report of the Committee of 

the N e w York State Sheep Breeders and Wool 

Growers' Association on scoured fleeces: 

To the Honorable Henry S. Randall, President of the 
New York State Sheep Breeders and Wool Growers' 
Association. 

The Committee on Scoured Fleeces respectfully 

report:—The fleeces were scoured at the Syracuse 

Woolen Company's Mills, under the immediate 

direction of one of the Committee, W m . A. Duncan, 

who is the Superintendent of the Mills, and pre

cisely in the same manner that it was done in 1865. 

The twine in which the fleeces were tied was. in all 

cases of the same kind and length, and convenience 

made it necessary to weigh this twine with the 

fleeces, both before and after scouring. Mr. Sweet, 

one of the Committee, attended to the weighing of 

every fleece at the sheering and after it was scour

ed. The sheep were weighed to one-quarter of a 

pound, and the fleeces to one-quarter of an ounce. 

The columns of per centages given in the tables last 

year, are not included this year, as the tables were 

thereby very much swelled, and as every person can 

make the figures who has a desire to do so. The 

column of ages is omitted, for the reason that the 

prizes offered did not call for the ages of the 

animals. 

The Wilcox Prize was offered for the best Merino 

ram's fleece of one year's growth, or thereabouts, 

which on being scoured should be found to give the 

greatest weight of wool in proportion to its time of 

growth and the live weight of the animal. There 

were three competitors and the lightest animal won 

the prize. He gave of wool, as may be determined 

by dividing the weight of his cleansed fleece by the 

weight of his shorn body, six and forty-two hun

dredths per cent. This ram was entered for the 

scoured wool prize last year, but owing to the com

petition of ewes in the same class, was as low as 

No. 11 in the order of merit, though a comparison 

of the tables will show that he did better then, 

than now. 

The Baker Prize was offered for the best Merino 

ewe's fleece, with the same conditions as the Wil

cox prize. There were eight competitors, and 

it was won by a ewe that weighed a little more 

than the average of the class. She gave of wool 

seven and eighty-eight hundredth per cent, to her 

shorn body. This is the same ewe that won the 

Moore Prize in 1865; and she came to the show a 

few days after dropping her lamb. By comparing 

the table for the rams and ewes it will be seen that 

five different ewes would have beaten the best ram 

had they competed, as they did last year, in the 

same class. 

The Pottle Prize was offered for the best Merino 

ram's fleece of one year's growth, or thereabouts, 

which on being cleansed should be found to give the 

greatest weight and value of wool in proportion to its 

time of growth, without reference to the weight of 

the animal. There were eleven competitors, and 

the prize was won by a ram, whose body weighed 

124.75 pounds, and whose fleece, as shorn, weighed 

only 16.34 pounds—there being five of his compet

itors that gave more gross weight of fleece, and five 

that were over him in the quantity of cleansed 

wool; but there was but one that would have pro

duced more wool in a year, (Martin Slussar's,) and 

he was beaten in quality. In determining the 

value of the wool the committee placed the cleansed 

fleeces of each class side by side, on a table, so that 

the comparison by eye and touch was easy and satis

factory. The relative value was the point aimed at, 

and the committee took $1 as the standard for the 

best fleeces, and rated the others accordingly, not 

intending to say what the wool may sell for. 

The Cossit Prize was offered for the best Merino 

ewe's fleece, with conditions the same as for the 

Pottle Prize. There were only three competitors for 

this prize, which was won by a three-year old ewe, 

that competed last year, and then stood No. 4 in the 

order of merit. It will be seen by comparing the 

tables that she has now produced more wool per 

day than in 1865. The lowest of the three was an 

animal nine years old, and her age placed her at a 

decided disadvantage in the contest. The other 

animal in this class was one year and forty-three 

days old, and if she had weighed only three-fourtlts 

of a pound less and competed for the Baker prize, 

she would have won it. 

The Randall Prize was offered for the best fleece 

of English Long Wool, the conditions the same as 

for the Pottle Prize. There "were but three entries, 

and the prize was won by a Cotswold ram two years 

old. The most remarkable tiling brought out in 

this class, is the fact that a sheep which weighed 

only 100.25 pounds gave of cleansed wool 9.03 

pounds, and one of his competitors, a Leicester ram, 

three years old, weighed 209 pounds, and only gave 

8.13 pounds. 

The Moore Prize was offered for the best fleece of 

English Middle Wool, the conditions the same as 

for the Pottle Prize. There was but ono sheep 

shorn in this class. This ram weighed 161.75 

pounds, and produced only 4.75 pounds of cleansed 

wool. Comparing this Southdown with tho Cots

wold prize ram, we have sixty per cent, more of 

animal, and forty-seven per cent, less in value of 

• wool. 

The weights of the sheep after they were shorn, 

are given in the first column of figures in the tables, 

although they were not required in most of the 

offers for prizes, but because they are important, as 
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WILCOX PRIZE. 
Tberon Steele 
Baker & Champlin.. 
L. J. Bovee 

A. H. Clapp 
G. 3. Hollenbeck... 
H.M, Boardman.... 
Lorenzo Babcoek... 
John Maltman 
L. J. Bovee 
J. C. & S. T. Short. 
Baker & Champlin. 

WilliamH. Pugsley. 
L. J. Bovee 
Martin Slussar 
T. Ten-ill 
L. E. Heston 
C. H. Warner 
TJ. C. Rogers 
U. C. Rogers 
M. C. Koundy 
J. Bailey &Son 
J. & P . Martin 

D. W . Perry 
H. M. Boardman. 
WilliamR. Pitts. 
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Mill. 
Good 

Fair 
Mid 
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Mid. 
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Fail-
Fair 
Fair 
Good 
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Fair 
Gu.Kl 
.Good 
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BAKER PRIZE 

57 75 
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46 25 
44 75 
50 50 
62 50 
60 25 
50 50 
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9 50 
11 50 
9 335 
9 93 
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3 28 
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4 00 
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300 
845 
377 
300 
364 
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4 63 
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3 452 
2 617 

.08030 
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.06887 

.00730 
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POTTLE PRIZE. 
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Fair 
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5 21 
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5 20 
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4 56 

7 39 
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indicating the cost of supporting the animal. An 

inspection of the weights of the animals and their 

productions of cleansed wool, will be instructive; 

and the committee invite a careful consideration of 

this feature of the tables. Without knowing the 

weights of the animals, some of the prizeB offered 

would have been of little or no value towards 

instructing the wool growers; with the weights 

given, much may be learned. 

In the class for the Pottle Prize are eight fleeces 

of five pounds and less than six pounds with only 

sixty three hundredths variation, while these same 

fleeces, uncleansed, vary six pounds. This shows 

how valueless are the published weights of uncleans

ed fleeces that abound in the newspapers. The 

business of the wool grower, is to raise wool, and 

he may well inquire whether the cost to him of 

these excessively heavy, uncleansed fleeces, is not 

more than a prudent manufacturer can afford 

to pay. 
The Moore Prize of last year called the attention 

to the shrinkage of wool, and has doubtless led to 

gome changes in the opinions of both producers and 

consumers of wool, and we cannot doubt that much 

good will grow out of the tests now submitted, to 

the public. GEQ GEDDES, CHAS. TALLMAN, 

JAMES M. ELLIS, WM. A. DUNCAN, 
Syracuse, Aug. IT, 1866. H. D. L. SWEET. 

THE GREAT CORN FIELD OF THE 
WEST. 

A W R I T E R in the Cincinnati Gazette gives the 

statistics of the production of corn in the United 

States for the last twenty-five years as follows : 

In 1640, total crop 877,581,875 
In 1850, total crop ..- 592,671,104 
In 1860, total crop 830,451,707 
In 1866, total crop, (estimated) 1,039,000,000 

The increase being at the rate of four per cent 

per annum, the aggregate crop of 1866 will bo over 

one thousand millions of bushels. T h e following 

are the portions of the United States where Indian 

corn is the staple, in comparison with other grains: 

N e w England, N e w York, and N o w Jersey,, 

38,948,890 bushels. 

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia,. 

North and South Carolina 128,998,249 bushels. 

Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 

Arkansas, and Texas, 147,425,726 bushels. 

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mis

souri, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and 

Kansas, 550,627,943 bushels. 

This shows that half the immense crop of Indian 

corn grown in the United States is produced in the 

valley of Ohio and Missouri. He estimates the crop-

of this year in Ohio at 91,000,000 bushels. 
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DIFFERENT BREEDS OF SHEEP. 

THE sheep of this country known as " natives" 
are mainly of English origin, mingled to some 
extent with continental blood, and are called 
" natives," to distinguish them from Merinos and 
other imported and improved breeds. Those origin

ally introduced into N e w York were from Holland. 
Twelve pounds per quarter was a fair average. The 

yield of wool was two to three and a half pounds. 

SPANISH MERINOS. 

This superior breed of sheep is divided into sev-
3ral classes—the Escurial, with wool of excelling 

Sneness; the Guadaloupe, noted for symmetry of 
form, fine quality, and good quality of wool; the 
Kegrettis, the largest and strongest of the migra
tory sheep; the Infantados, Aqueirres, Paulars, 
Montarcos, and others. The Merinos vary greatly, 
lot only in Spain, but in the different countries 
;hey have been introduced into. Still they retain 
;he peculiarities of the breed—fineness of wool, 
nnall size, short legs, a fine eye, a bold step, hardi-
less, and longevity. 

THE FRENCH MERINOS 

Were established from the Spanish. They are 
arger than the Spanish, with good, but not the 
aest wool, a loose skin, and a very heavy fleece, 
rery yolky, with little external gum. In 1786, the 

iverage weight of fleece was six and a half pounds. 

THE SAXON MERINOS 

Were originally introduced by the Elector of Sax-
>ny from Spain. They are remarkable for the ex-
seeding fineness of their wool. Their fleeces average 
ittle more than two pounds. 

THE SILESIAN MERINOS 

Originated some fifty years ago, from a flock of 
[nfantado ewes and Negretti bucks imported into 
Silesia. They are as large as the American Meri

nos, the wool of an exquisite fineness, yolky, and 
dark colored, but destitute of gum. 

THE AMERICAN MERINOS 

Are classified into three prominent families, the 
Jarvis, the American Infantado, (Atwood's,) and the 
Paular sheep.* 

The Jarvis are the result of the mixture ol the 
several Leonese varieties. They are characterized 
as having a loose, thick skin, little external gum, a 
fine, even fleece, with a brilliancy and style almost 
equalling the Saxon. 

The American Infantados were bred from 
Humphrey's importation, by Stephen Atwood, of 
Connecticut. They are of large size, short necked, 
short in the hips, broad shouldered, round, and 
symmetrical. Their skins are loose and mellow, 
and of a deep rose color. The wool is short, very 
yolky, with a black, external gum. 

The Paulars are a heavy, thick-fleeced, very hardy 
variety, with less fineness and evenness of fleece 
than the Infantados, and less of yolk and external 
gum, yet much more than the Jarvis. 

This variety was formed by the persevering efforts 

in breeding for a special purpose, by Robert Bake-
well, of Dishley, Leicestershire, England. They are 
thus described by Youatt: " The head should be 
hornless, long, and small, tapering towards the 
muzzle. The eyes prominent, the ears thin and 
long, the neck full and broad at its base, the breast 
broad and full; the bones of the leg small, standing 
wide apart, the legs of moderate length ; the pelt 

also moderately thin, but soft and elastic, covered 
with a good quantity of white wool." 

THE COTSWOLDS 

Are superior to the Leicesters in weight of wool, 
size, hardiness, and vitality, and are much more 
prolific. The wool is of moderate fineness, long, 
white, and strong. They have a long, thin head, 
broad chest, and straight back. 

*The Merinos and their grades yield the best and mnit valu
able wool for manufacturing purposes, and are probably the 
most desirable for those who make wool growing a speciality, 
but for those who llvo near markets where mutton Is in great 
demand, the English breeds ore the most profitable—Ens. 
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SOUTHDOWN. 
The Southdown has a small head without horns, 

a gray or brown face, thin lips, a full bright eye, 

neck thin near the head, widening as it joins the 

shoulders ; a, deep, wide breast, the back flat from 

shoulder to tail; the hips wide, the legs medium 

length ; the wool short, curled, and fine. They are 

prolific breeders, and very hardy. Their mutton is 

regarded as the ideal of perfection. See cut above. 

THE HAMPSHIRE DOWN 

Is a cross from the white-faced Wiltshire sheep 

with Southdown rams with the darkest faces, till 

the white faces were changed to dark. They are 

not so symmetrical as the Southdown, but compen

sate by their greater weight of carcass and wool, 

and somewhat earlier maturity. 

THE SHROPSHIRE DOWN 

Of the present day is a finely formed sheep with 

the head of the original " Forrest" and Southdown, 

deep chests, broad hips, and straight back, with a 

thick fleece of medium wool, weighing from five to 

seven pounds. They are remarkably free from lia

bility to disease, and are favorably regarded for 

their early maturity, weight of carcass and wool, 

and facility of fattening upon comparatively small 

quantity of food. 

THE OXFORD DOWNS 
Were produced by coupling Cotswold rams with 

Hampshire ewes, occasionally using the Southdown 

to perfect the cross. They are of uniform charac

ter, very hardy, good size, heavy fleece, which aver

ages seven pounds. They are easy to fatten, and 

make excellent mutton. 
Granville Corners, Mass. W . B. 

RECREATION AND AMUSEMENT OF 
FARMERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

IN WINTER. 
FARMERS, as a general thing, labor more, with 

less relaxation, than is for their own comfort. Many 

of them toil early and late, summer and winter, and 

by a proper arrangement of their work, have as 

much to do on a rainy day as any other. As a bow 

always bent, loses its elasticity, so a laborer whose 

system is always exerted to its utmost capacity, will 

become prematurely old, and will be worn out with 

toil when he should be in his prime. If a man is 

dependent for his living on the work of each particu

lar day, if he is compelled to work one day to pro

cure food for the next, he must labor more unremit

tingly than he who has enough of property to bo 

comfortable, and labors more to increase it than to 

enjoy it. 

But what recreation shall the farmer take ? In 

the summer, when his fields require his attention, 

little time can be spared for amusement, although a 

day's relaxation occasionally is refreshing. But in the 

winter, when his crops are gathered, and compara

tively but little to do, he should relax his exertions, 

and recruit for the next season's work. A change 

of employment is oftentimes a, relief, and so the 

farmer will find after a few days hard work, to take 

a few tools and make a feeding, trough, or a cattle 

rack, or other useful or ornamental articles, will 

afford as much pleasure as to spend the day in total 
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idleness. Let him keep a record of his operations F A R M I N G IN C O N N E C T I C U T . 

during the summer, of his crops, and the labor bes

towed on them, and study it over during the winter 

evenings, and arrange it in a form convenient for 

preservation and future reference. Let him write 

his experience to his agricultural paper, and meet 

and discuss his views with his neigbors. A farmer's 

club should be established in every neighborhood, 

and should have meetings at least weekly during 

the winter evenings. Let each one prepare a paper 

to read at the meeting, on any particular subject. 
It will afford both pleasure and profit. Let the rel- h ™ * ° r Versified husbandry, every farmer endeav-

ative profits of the different productions of t h e °"ng to be self-sustaining as far as possible in rela-
tion to the products of our climate and soil. Corn, 

rye, oats, buckwheat, and potatoes, are raised in all 

sections. Other crops are raised in special soils and 

T H E soil of Connecticut is so various that 

crops adapted to one vicinity, might be entirely 

unsuitable for another. , The surface is undulating, 

rising in some instances to moderate mountains. 

The valleys along the numerous streams are usually 

sandy or clay loams; the balance of the soil varies 

from a sand to a stoney, hard soil to till, and better 

adapted to wood, grass, and grazing. Our soil being 

so diversified, we are naturally obliged to pursue a 

farm, the best modes of culture, the best manner of 

keeping fodder, fencing, draining, and a -dozen 

other topics be discussed. 

The writer derived much satisfaction from attend

ing the meetings of ° debating society, the past 

winter. Such a one might be established almost 

anywhere. It gives those who are unaccustomed to 

speak in public, a chance to overcome a natural dif

fidence, and to all an opportunity to improve in 

oratory. Let plain questions be selected, such as 

any farmer can advance something for or against; 

and every one connected with it, do the best he can, 

and some benefit will accrue. 

The family of the farmer should also have some 

provision made for their pleasure. If the horses are 

put to the sleigh, and a ride taken occasionally, they 

will be none the worse for it. Let them visit their 

neighbors, and spend an evening in cheerful conver

sation, or a few amusing games, or other amuse

ments ; have their neighbors visit them, and thus 

by friendly intercourse keep up «• spirit of mutual 

friendship throughout the neighborhood. Take a 

load of the young folks to the singing school at the 

neighboring church or schoolhouse, it does one good 

to hear and take part in such exercises. 

The lot of the farmer, if he chooses so to make it, 

is the most delightful of all pursuits, while on the 

other hand it may be made the most tiresome, and 

almost disgusting to the unfortunate agriculturist. 

By a proper use of the faculties with which nature 

has endowed us, we may make ourselves and others 

comfortable, and farming a pleasing occupation, 

while many ,a youth has turned his back to the farm 

to seek his fortune in the crowded city, at the 

expense of his health and his morals, when he 

would gladly have staid at home, had he had proper 

relaxation, and home had been more than merely a 

place to eat and sleep. And how many citizens 

retire to spend their evening of life upon a farm ! 

They have found out the value of occasional relax

ation from toil, and hence we find them envying the 

farmer's lot, not knowing how often the farmer 

makes his lot burdensome by unceasing toil, a r. 
Eeadington, N. J. 

localities. The stock consists of the usual variety 

raised in the N e w England States—horses, cows, 

oxen, sheep and hogs: these are mostly native or 

grades. There are, however, in all sections of the 

State some pure bloods raised, such as Durham, 

Devon, Alderney, &c, for horned cattle. In sheep, 

we have Cotswolds, Merino, native, and grades; 

but no large flocks ; many farmers keep a few—so 

of other stock. In hogs, we have every breed 

almost, but principally mixed: every one fats for 

his own use, and some a few for market; the main 

profit with many in keeping hogs being the manure 

they make. Horses, we have all kinds, for the farm, 

carriage, road, and the track. Considerable atten

tion has been paid for a few years past in improving 

the breed, and to this end many fine horses have 

been brought from other parts. The several " horse 

associations" in the State, having created an inter

est in this branch which is likely to introduce a 

superior.race of horses. 

For a few years past, more attention has been paid 

to growing fruit of all the better qualities. Many 

orchards of the various kinds have been set and 

come into bearing. Pears are also raised in greater 

variety, and more generally, than in former days. 

All the small fruits are planted, so that many who 

formerly were destitute, have now a family supply, 

and some for market. Raising garden truck and 

fruit for market, is a speciality with some where con

veniences are enjoyed for a market. 

Being more intimately acquainted with the agri

culture of the Connecticut River Valley, I can give 

more particularly the mode of practice pursued 

there. The soil is generally the best in the State or 

in N e w England; and for the production of some 

crops is equal to, if not superior to any in the coun

try. In this section is produced the justly celebra

ted " Connecticut Seed Leaf Tobacco" in greater per

fection than in any other section. This crop is more 

generally grown for. sale than any other, many 

[preferring to purchase their corn, and put out their 
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manure for this crop. For the last few years it has 

been the most paying sure crop that could be raised, 

producing as high as $1,000 or $1,200 per acre under 

skillful culture. There are no very extensive grow

ers, the largest not exceeding eight to ten acres. 

The farms are generally small, ranging in extent 

from five or six acres up; very few exceeding one 

hundred acres. All the various kinds of farm pro

ducts are grown to a greater or less extent, but the 

crop principally cultivated is tobacco. 

There are excellent meadows from which a supply 

of hay is produced for home consumption, and some 

for neighboring markets. Stock, &c, are kept for 

farm and dairy use. N o very large dairies are to be 

found, the largest hardly exceeding eighteen or 

twenty cows, and those kept for supplying milk to 

the neighboring city. The system, if we may call 

it system—of culture generally prevalent, is to 

break up the sod and plant to potatoes with tobacco 

stalks, or ashes and plaster in the hill the first year; 

second year plant to corn, manured in the hill; 

third and fourth -years, manure heavily broadcast, 

plow under, and apply commercial fertilizers in the 

drill and set tobacco, after which the ground is 

sowed with rye or wheat, and stocked to remain as 

long as paying crops of hay may be cut from it. 

This is our upland course. The interval is generally 

unsuitable for tobacco, where it is left out, and two 

crops of corn are made, and the following spring 

sown to oats and stocked. A great improvement in 

our mode of culture, &c, has come into practice 

within the last decade, and as a result our farmers 

have made money faster, bettered their condition, 

and improved their farm buildings and surround

ings ; their farms produce larger crops, enabling 

them to keep better stock, and with the corn 

brought from abroad, they are fast enriching their 

farms, enabling them to live more in accordance 

with the times. W. H. W. 

Hartford Co., Conn. 

WINTER WORK ON THE FARM. 

WE often.hear farmers say, " It soon will bo win

ter, and then w e shall have nothing to do." This 

is a great mistake. It has become a trite and true 

saying, that there is always something to be done 

on a farm. It is so. A true farmer never need be 

unemployed unnecessarily. To be sure, the more 

confined and heavy manual labor must be perform 

ed during the other three seasons, but winter brings 

its share of duties, which will require constant 

attendance from the farmer whose motto is progres

sion. 

The winter days being short, the proper care of 

his stock will occupy a goodly portion of it, and 

here let m e remark that nothing pays better than 

good care of animals during the months they are 

confined to the yard and stables. Another item of 

winter work which should always be performed, is 

the cutting, hauling and piling of the year's fuel. 

The workshop will take a large share of the time, 

for we assume that every farmer is, or ought to be 

mechanic enough to repair his tools, carriages, &c, 

and make the more common kind. There will be 

much of this sort of work to attend to in preparing 

everything for the more active duties of the coming 

season. Here let m e remark that farmers should 

always have seasoned lumber on hand suitable for 

repairs, and the construction of such articles as they 

would be likely to need. Another and great branch 

of labor which must be attended to at this season, is 

planning—brain labor. Every farmer should have 

a rough draft of his farm on paper—he has it in his 

head—to which he can. refer, and on which he can 

make such alterations and additions as he sees fit, to 

be carried into operation in due season. In this 

planning business he will find ample work for tho 

long evenings and unoccupied hours. And lastly, 

the winter season is his time for reading, Btudy and 

replenishing and refreshing his mind for more active 

duties. He must be a " book farmer," to soma 

extent, else he will fall behind the times. In all of 

these labors and d uties, and the cultivation of those 

neighborly, social qualities, for which the season is 

peculiarly appropriate, no farmer need lack of find

ing enough to do, and to profit by. c E. B. 

G A P E S I N CHICKENS.—Messrs. Eds.: The state

ment made in the September number, page 278, 

that gapes are not caused by worms, is incorrect, 

for I have removed worms from the throat of many 

a chicken, which was troubled with the gapes, and 

cured them effectually —Poulterer. 

This is the experience of most fancy breeders.— 

E D S . 

AT the annual meeting of the Provincial Agricul

tural Society of Canada, held on the last day of the 

Fair, Mr. J. P. Wheeler, of Scarboro, was elected 

President for the ensuing year. Kingston was desig

nated as the place for holding the exhibition of 

S O M E B O D Y writes to Tim Country Gentleman that 

it appears a little doubtful thus far— 

"Putting all the reports together, 
Relating to barley, wheat and hops, 

Whether the crops will weather the weather, 
Or the weather will crop the crops." 

PAINT applied in winter will last twice as long as 

that applied during hot weather. 

BONE meal is highly recommended for cows by 

those who havo tried it. 
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PENNSYLVANIA AND ELSEWHERE. 

END OF OCTOBER. 

MESSRS EDS :—This past summer and so much of 

* tall as has passed, has definitely settled the question 

that no particulan kind of weather lasting long at a 

time, is a necessity to make good crops of every

thing that grows in the ground, on it, or off of it. 

W e have had in these Pennsylvania and adjacent 

regions, the wettest, hottest, dryest, coldest, rainiest 

season all crowded into four months, coming con

secutively and occasionally all j umbled up together, 

that any country ever had in any year of this world, 

or any other. But for all that, we have had pre

mium crops of small grains; corn capital, and potatoes 

positively good; while grazing never was better 

than it is now, and stock of all kinds is in as 

prime condition as ever grazing stock were. 

Wheat has been put in, in all the region over 

which I cruise, in considerable wider breadth than 

last year, and certainly I have never seen wheat 

promising better in October. Almost all kinds of 

vegetables are over-abundant and unusually fine. 

Sweet potatoes are plentier and better than we have 

had them this way these five years at least. Cab

bages—I have never seen so many fine large, hard, 

white heads, growing and going to market, and in 

market, in October, in m y Bfe. 

Of the fruits, apples are reasonably plenty, such 

as they are, and would be plentier, only those that 

have them say that fifty cents a gallon, or $14 a 

barrel for cider, (and snapped by buyers in a wink at 

that,) pays better than apples at any possible price. 

So all the spare apples in all these regions are 

" going to press," and we shall have to look abroad 

for our winter supplies, or go without. Pears have 

not come in nearly so well as they promised in the 

summer—hard, knotty, wormy things, selling in 

market at fifty, to ninety cents the half peck. It is 

not the scarcity, or excellence, or demand, that makes 

such prices. People have taken an insane fancy for 

high figures for every thing, both sellers and 

buyers. 

Three days ago, I saw a lady and gentleman come 

into one of our fashionable fruit stores on Chestnut 

street, and the lady just as innocent as a three-

weeks-old baby, bought six tolerable good looking 

pears, and pocketed them in her satchol without 

inquiring the price— 

" H o w much are they ?" inquired the—husband, 

1 suppose he was. 

" One dollar and a quarter a piece, sir," answered 

' the polite clerk. 

" Thunder I Dollar and a quarter apiece, for pears! i 

I—see here—I—Helen—my dear—' 

The lady turned into a rose pink; half a dozen 

impertinent misses and brainless mop-heads te-he'd 

and ha-ha'd. The gentleman pulled out, and paid, 

$7.50, for six pears, and went out, (if looks indicate 

anything,) saying to himself, " You don't catch me 

buying pears in this shop again, I know." 

To go back into the country, there are to be more 

pigs made into pork, bovines into beef, and all sorts 

of feathered bipeds into prime poultry, than we have 

had these many years. By the by, mentioning 

poultry , reminds m e that if any of your readers 

have now, or will have for sale at anything like 

reasonably rates, any such birds as Bronze Turkeys, 

Bremen geese, Golden Hamburgh fowls, or white 

Aylesbury ducks, it will be well for them to adver

tise in T H E F A R M E R , SO " Cosmo" can get their ad

dress, for the benefit of inquiring friends. 

While in many other sections of the country all 

around us, farmers have been made to look sad over 

fall crops killed by frosts, or drowned dead by 

drenching rains, in all the Alleghany, Atlantic, 
Chesapeak and down. Delaware territories, our farm
ers as a rule, have escaped unscathed. Corn gen
erally was out of the way of the mid-September 
frosts, and harvested before the late September 
rains, while late potatoes, turnips, cabbages and 
almost all sorts of late vegetables, have been made 
better by the deluge. 
If we go on lengthening out the season, we are 

likely in a year or two more to have some of our 
vine fruits in market all winter. To-day, I saw in 
Market street, as many as two hundred in a pile— 
as fine and large Jersey water melons as I ever saw 
at any season anywhere; and with these, let us 
leave off till next month. COSMO. 

MAINE ITEMS. 

WE have finished harvesting the grain crops, and 
never had a better yield. W e raise principally 
barley and oats. But little wheat was sown, but 
what was' cultivated gave good returns, free from 
insects. 
Potatoes are a heavy crop, but many fields rotted 

badly, so the number of bushels for export will not 
exceed that of last year. 
Apples are only a fair crop, with prospect of 

remunerative prices for winter varieties. 
Stock is high, and in good demand, cows sell from 

45 to 75 dollars; working oxen from $1.25 to 2.50 ; 
three-year-old steers, $100 to 150; spring calves, $8 
to $15 apiece. 

Butter is in good demand at 40 and 45 cents. The 
fine fall feed is a great advantage to the dairy 
interests, and saves much fodder. Hay is now 
selling at $15 per ton, loose. 

The weather has been very bad for the farmers 
holidays, otherwise county fairs. W e have had a 
great amount of rain, and the ground is now soaked 
full and overflowed, making it unpleasant for per 
forming various kinds of farm labor. 
W e have just experienced an unusually cold term 

for the season. On the morning of the 4th of 
October, the mercury sank to 29 °, the ground 
froze, and water congealed to the thickness of half 
an inch. It was the same on the morning of the 5th, 
and considerable losses were sustained by freezing 
of pumpkins, potatoes, grapes, &o. B. 
Belfast, Me. 
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•oviicttUttviil. 
THE GARDEN. 

NOVEMBER is the month in which to close up the 

garden operations for the season. Those vegetables 

which are injured by slight freezing, should be gathered 

first. Others, which like turnips, are rather improved 

by one or two light freeze ups, should be left in the 

ground until the latter part of the month. Others 

again, like parsneps and salsify, keep the best in .the 

ground, and should not be pulled until spring, except 

what is needed while the ground is frozen solid. 

Asparagus—Should have the old stalks cut and raked 

off, and the bed should have a liberal dressing of ma

nure. This is quite important, if we would keep our 

asparagus bed in condition to yield its annual supply 

of tender, succulent stalks. 

Beets—and all other roots, to be Used through the 

winter, are preserved in better condition if put in bins 

or boxes, and a little dirt intermixed with them. 

Many vegetables, decaying in the cellar during the 

winter, are undoubtedly deleterious to the family, and 

it would be well if they could be stored in a conveni

ent out-door cellar. 

Cabbages.—If pulled up by their roots, and stood up 

in a comer of the cellar, and dirt strewn over their 

roots, will keep in pretty good condition. Those to be 

used in the spring will keep better buried in trenches, 

inverted. 
Celery—Can be kept the same as roots, or a trench 

can be dug about eight inches wide, and as deep as the 

stalks are long, into which they can be stood, upright, 

and covered to quite a depth with straw. They can be 

obtained from such a trench at any time during the 

winter. 
Spinach—Should be left uncovered until the ground 

stiffens a little, and then, lightly covered with straw. 

RMAT.T. FRUITS. 

Strawberries—One year with another, undoubtedly 

do better in this latitude, with a light covering. Straw, 

corn stalks, or clean, coarse stable manure may be 

used. 
Raspberries—Tender varieties may be bent over, and 

have a fork full of coarse manure, or a shovelful of 

dirt thrown upon the ends. 
Blackberries—Should have a, shovelful of manure 

thrown around each hill, to keep up the fertility of the 

plantation, and protect the roots against the sudden 

changes in the weather. 
Grapes—Should be trimmed this month if the cut

tings are to be preserved. They generally do rather 

better, if cut down from the trellis, and covered lightly 

with earth. 

IN The Cottage Gardener is au account of an enormous 

grape vine on the coast between Tyre and Sidon. It 

branches into two stems, one of which was 50 34 Inches 

in circumference, and the other 40 inches. 

TBBNCH your garden, if not already done. 

MONROE COUNTY FAIR. 

The Horticultural Department. 

THE impression has become quite general, that the 

fruit crop iu the State of New York is poor this year. 

If any further evidence was necessary to convince us 

of the fact, we could have found it by visiting our 

agricultural fairs. W e should, generally, have seen the 

portion allotted to the display of fruits, but partially 

filled with poor specimens. While looking through 

the Monroe County exhibition, we made a few notes for 

our paper. 
FRUITS. 

The display of apples was small, aud specimens gen

erally inferior, but there were a few noteworthy excep

tions. These were monster Twenty-Ounce apples— 

large aud very handsome Alexanders; large, round, 

dull-looking Gloria Mundi, and Pumpkin Sweets; large 

and fair Fall Genetins, Holland Pippins, York Pippins, 

Black Detroits, and Hubbardston's Nonsuch. 

GRAPES. 

Mr. Edmonds, of Brighton, and Mr. Cline, of Roch

ester, exhibited pretty fair collections of grapes, a por

tion of whieh were unripe, however. Hartford, 

Creveling, Delaware, Concord, Rogers' 15, and Rogers' 

19, appeared fully ripe. Isabella, Catawba, Diana, 

Rebecca, Union Village or Ontario, Clinton andToka-

lon, were not ripe, and will not be this year. 

There were some fine bunches of Creveling—very 

compact—in Mr. Cline's collection. That variety usual

ly grows very loose bunches, which is the chief objec

tion against it. If it would always produce such fine 

specimens as those alluded to, it would probably rank 

as our best early grape. The publisher of T H E FAR

M E R noticed some compact specimens of tho Creveling 

at a recent fair, whieh the exhibitor informed him were 

grown between two Delaware vines, while other vines 

growing isolated, produced loose bunches. The im

perfect bunches of the Creveling, and some other varie

ties, may be owing to a failure of the stamens to pro

duce a full supply of pollen, and it is possible that the 

difficulty may be remedied by planting in proximity to 

the Delaware or Concord. The subject is certainly 

worthy of further experiment. 

PEARS. 

The show of pears was quit? meager. There were a 

few, just respectable specimens of Beurre d' Anjou, 

Beurre Bosc, Duchess d' Angouleme, White Doyenne, 

Sheldon, Seckel, and Flemish Beauty, while the other 

Varieties would hardly pass with an ordinary fruit 

dealer. 
No class of producers show more patience and per

severance under discouragements, thfii the fruit grower. 

If actuated by no other motive, than the love of gain, 
he must have succumbed to the repeated failures whieh 
he has encountered. But there is an enthusiasm—a 
devotion to his profession, from the love of it, that 
leads him to hold on, in spite of insects, blight, win

ter's rigors, or spring and autumn frosts. 

VEGETABLES. 

The show of vegetables, although not large in num.-
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bers, was creditable in specimens. The season has 

been much more favorable to the growth of ordinary 

vegetables, (a few varieties that require hot weather 

for their highest devolopment excepted) than of fruit 

or grain. There were monster turnips; smooth, com

pact, medium-sized tomatoes, not overgrown speci

mens ; large, long, clean carrots and parsneps; very 

large Black Spanish radishes, for winter; fine Hubbard 

squash—not so large and handsome as the Boston 

Marrow, or Valparaiso, but more palatable; cabbage 

heads that would refuse to be compressed into a half 

bushel; quite fair, snowy, compact heads of cauliflower, 

about as near perfection as we ever grow that estimable 

vegetable in Western New York. Then there were 

beets of different varieties, as large as ought to be 

desired, and potatoes that showed no sign of the rot 

so extensively prevailing. W e made a list of twenty-

two varieties of that esculent, namely: Blue Pinkeye, 

English Fluke, Peachblow, White Peachblow, Mexican, 

Red, Early Goodrich, Buckeye, Garnet Chili, Fancy 

Red, California, Seedling Mercer, Dykeman, Michigan 

White Sprouts, Ash-leaved Kidney, Mountain June, 

Prince Albert, Pinkeye, Seedling Pinkeye, Multiplier, 

Manly, Ohio Mercer, and Dutch Pinkeye. Certainly 

this is a large enough list to find substitutes for those 

long popular varieties which seem to be failing, name

ly, Seedling Mercer, Peachblow, and Flukes. The 

Flukes were the handsomest specimens on exhibition, 

and probably if we give it extra rich land we may coa-

tinue to raise it with profit. 

In addition to the above, there were very fine speci

mens of celery, onions—red, white, and yellow—salsify, 

summer squash, lima beans, water melons, musk 

melons, and " some pumpkins." Among the vegetable 

curiosities were three enormous puff balls, the largest 

of which would measure over a foot in diameter. The 

vegetables, as a rule, could not well have been better, 

but in such a gardening section as that around Roch

ester, there ought to have been ten times the amount 

displayed on an occasion designed to represent the 

vegetable productions of one of the most fertile coun

ties in the State. • p. o. E. 
^^s>—^^—^^^ 

TENNESSEE.—Our correspondent, A. H. Van Zandt, 

under date of September 21st, writes us from Warren 

county, Tennessee: " This season with us has been a 

peculiar one. From the 1st of April, until June 27th, 

it rained almost incessantly. From the 27th of June 

to the 27th of August was very dry. As a consequence 

the cotton, corn, and sweet potato crops will be light. 

Oats and Irish potatoes heavy. Wheat almost an entire 

failure." 

OHIO.—E. P. Thompson writes us from Cuyahoga 

county, that " the crops in this locality are not looking 

first rate. Potatoes are almost a total failure, and with 

the exception of apples, our fruit crop also. The heavy 

rains that we had in June, together with the rose bug, 

almost ruined our grapes in this vicinity." 

M R . J O H N S. R A R E R T , the great horse tamer, died at 

Cleveland, Ohio, on the 4th of October, aged 88 years, 

THE ANEMONE. 

ALL will admit, who have ever seen the Anemone in 

bloom, that it is a most beautiful flower. The colors 

arc exceedingly brilliant, and the markings, stripes 

and belts charming. Double and single arc both desi

rable—the single the most brilliant in color. The 

Anemone has not been grown generally, because it has 

been thought too tender to bear onr winters; but we 

have seldom failed of a good show when roots were 

w " 

put out in the autumn In a dry place, and covered with 

leaves. Although we can not recommend the Anemone 

with the same confidence we do the more hardy 

things, they are well worthy of trial, and those who 

Buccecd will be delighted. The roots look like dried 

ginger, and planters must not think they are worth

less because "dry as sticks." 

Plant the roots five or six inches apart, and cover 

about three incles deep. They flower after the Hya

cinth, and continue a long time in bloom. As soon as 

the leaves begin to turn yellow, the roots may be token 

up, dried in the shade, and packed away until the next 

autumn. 

The engraving shows the appearance of a lingle 

flower. It is less than medium size, and was drawn 

from a scarlet flower with a white inner belt.— Vick't 

Illustrated Catalogue. 

COLORED FRUIT PLATES.—Any person sending us 

sixty subscribers at 75 cents each, will get 50 plates of 

these colored fruits and flowers, beautifully bound In 

one volume. This fine prize should be taken by many 

of our horticultural friends. 
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IMPROVED HOP DRYER. 

T H E above cut represents an improved method of 

drying hops, invented by Edward France, of Cobble-

skill, Schoharie County, N., Y. Wires or thin slats 

brought to an edge are used for the hop eloth or carpet 

to rest upon. The cloth (which may be very open) is 

movable. It is moved by means of a lever applied at 

the end of the shaft, to which the cloth is attached 

and around which it rolls. Cords run from the fore 

shaft around another situated in the back side of the 

drying floor. It may be readily seen from the above 

cut that by means of the lever the hops upon the car

pet may be carefully deposited on the floor below, and 

by reversing the lever the carpet returns to its original 

position, ready for a new charge, without the usual 

loss of that valuable flour or lupuliu of the hop which 

takes place in the common kiln. A plank or elevated 

walk extends over the drying floor, and is just high 

enough to avoid all interference with the moving of 

the hops below. Prom this walk the green hops are 

placed upon the (carpet) drying floor. When done, 

the plank may be turned on edge so as to avoid all 

obstruction to the draft. 

M Y EXPERIENCE WITH CRAPES. 

wnrrTErr FOB THE AMERICAN FAEMEK, BY "W. C." 

IN looking over the past ten years' experience with 

grapes, as an amateur, I embody a time full of excite

ment almost amounting to mania, with no present 

signs of abatement, and which if nothing else has 

accrued therefrom, has given such an impetus to ex

periment in vine culture, that thousands have eagerly 

imbibed the passion either to fail or succeed, and the 

cry for new varieties is still ringing in the ears of all 

interested. Amid all this excitement, hundreds upon 

hundreds of varieties have been disseminated as some

thing desirable, and not a few as the ne plus ultra of 

their kind, but only too often to disappoint and dis

courage those whose fond anticipations were usually 

at fever heat by the panoramic view constantly brought 

to bear upon the sensitive by the originators, and even 

now, after so long a lapse of time, how is it that so 

many growers of experience continue to propagate for 

mere variety sake, such a large number of varieties, of 

no value whatever, is a puzzle too abstruse for me to 
meddle with. 

In jotting down m y observations, I may premise by 

stating that in purchasing any variety, I did not pro

ceed before weighing well the evidence pro and con 

generally afloat with those who professed to be teach

ers of the uneducated, and if ever my judgment led 

me astray iu the selection, it was through the too san

guine expectations of those who planted before me. 

The varieties under test with me have been the 

Black King.—This grape made its debut in Rochester, 

and was highly lauded for the high price it brought in 

market, it usually ripening here the last week in 

August. It is very foxy, and hardly ever exceeds half 

a dozen berries to a bunch. Iu my opinion it is worth

less, and should never again appear in a catalogue. 

Hartford Prolific.—This grape is now pretty thorough

ly known through the States, and is gradually, but 

surely gaining favor with all unbiassed vine growers. 

With a bunch and berry equal in size to the Isabella, 

three weeks earlier in ripening, and iu quality about 

equal to Concord, it makes a very desirable grape. 

Have usually sent them to market the first week in 

September, when there is quite a demand for them, 
and continues so until something better arrives. It is 

without exception the most profitable grape I have 

handled, and always netting me from 15c. to 18c. per 

pound to dealers. 

North America.—-This grape was introduced to the 

public as being better and earlier than the Hartford 

Prolific, &o. The originator claimed so much for it, 

that he first called it "his little Black Hamburgh," &c. 

The stratagem used to introduce this variety to grape 

"gulls." It generally has wood enough, and which 

all will remember. After threo years fruiting with me, 

I must condemn it most heartily. It is no better in 

quality than Black King, and usually bearing four 

berries to a bunch. Not another vine of this variety 
should be sold to any one. 

Logan.—After five years fruiting, I consider this 

variety of no real value to any one. If generally sets 

from six to twelve berries to a bunch, is a slow grower, 

with foliage of doubtful durability. It ripens with 

Delaware. The fruit is about equal to Isabella in 

quality and size. 

White King, or Golden Clinton.—This grape had a very 

fine name, attached to its second christening, and is a 
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mere flourish of fine language. It deserved no such 

fancy touch at the hands of the artist. The bunches 

are usually small and imperfect. Fruit of a light green 

or yellowish tint, and quality of a low standard. I 

have seen vines of this variety where every leaf was 

marked by rough protuberances—the work of a very 

mischievous insect, In each of which a, minute larvae 

was found. Not worth cultivating. 

Delaware.—This grape is, I presume, the most popu

lar under cultivation for quality, beauty, &c, and the 

standard now generally adopted to judge the value of 

other varieties. I think highly of it, but experience 

leads me to doubt whether it will fill up the " aching 

void" so long looked for in grape culture. I would, 

however, advise all g rape growers to give it a fair trial, 

but never plant it by the side of thrifty and rampant 

growers. It should have a well prepared soil to luxu

riate in. 

Creveling.—This variety I am inclined to think will 

become popular for gardens, as it ripens soon after 

Delaware, and is of good quality. The bunches are 

mostly open,* and sometimes not uniform. 

Alvey.—This is a grape with berries similar to Clin

ton, bunch full medium, and of handsome shape. It 

is to my taste, one of tbe most pleasant table grapes in 

m y collection, and is a great favorite with me. Ripens 

with Creveling or before. 

Sogers' Hybrid, No. 15.—This is a red grape, with 

large berries, and bunches of good size, and whieh the 

originator thinks the best of 43 seedlings. It certainly 

takes fiuely with every one in my locality, aud I have 

sold them freely to dealers this season at 15c. and 20c. 

per pound. In a pecuniary sense, this variety has 

proved next in value to Hartford Prolific. " W h o 

shall decide when doctors disagree" about the merits 

of these hybrids? I for one must still look forward 

with great interest for future developments. 

Rogers' Hybrid, No. 4—Is a large, black grape, bunch 

medium to large, and of rich flavor when ripe. Ripens 

with Concord, and with No. 15, is very attractive and 

generally liked. 

Perkins.—This is a grape with a salmon tint, rather 

foxy, and not worthy the trouble of cultivating in 

these days of improvement. 

Concord.—This is one of the most popular grapes on 

trial, but more perhaps from hardiness of vine, and 

the enduring qualities of foliage, than the high flavor 

of the fruit. It has its defects, however, and in my 

opinion does not approach the Hartford Prolific as a 

profitable market fruit. I nevertheless think enough 

of it to say it should be in every collection. 

Biana.—This variety is perhaps without exception, 

the best keeping grape yet tried. When fully ripened 

many prefer it to Delaware, and it is a deservedly pop

ular grape, but ordinary growers must not expect more 

than one-third to one-half of tho erop ripening on an 

average. It requires different treatment to most other 
vines. 

Miller's Louisa.—After five year's experience with 

* An experienced vine grower says "that this may be avoided 
by planting this grape alternately with Delaware, or some other 
good grape."—EDS. ^ 

this grape, the evidence is overwhelming to satisfy me 

that it is simply a slight modification of Isabella, and 

should neither be sold nor disseminated under any other 

name. M y vines came direct from the originator. 

Isabella.—This old variety cannot and quite likely 

will not be abandoned, as a market fruit, for many 

years to came. 

I have Iona, Israella, Adirondack, Miles, and other 

very promising varieties under trial, from some of 

which we anticipate very satisfactory results. 

PREPARING TREES TO ENDURE THE 
WINTER. 

As animals endure exposure to storm and cold, the 

better when well fed and clothed, so do trees. If their 

shoots and buds are full and plump, and well supplied 

with healthful material contributed from clean, healthy 

leaves, the chemical movements which attend growth, 

assist greatly in maintaining the tree against cold by 

heat which is developed. In a thin, weekly tree, this 

force is wanting. A great aid to the preservation of 

the tree is a mulch or covering of the surface during 

winter, with some vegetable material in a state of de

composition. This shelters the roots, and imparts 

warmth, evolved by its slow combustion, and the more, 

if nitrogenous matter is included, as in stable manure, 

the better for the purpose. This application is of 

vastly more usefulness when applied in the autumn 

than if left till spring, not only on account ot the shel

ter it affords, but because of its advancing a strong 

growth early in the spring, whieh becomes well ripened 

before winter ; whereas manure applied iu the spring, 

especially if raw, often does not become effective until 

late in the season, when the wood should be ripening 

instead of growing. For a ripe, ruddy, well varnished 

and finished coat of bark, is to the tree what the coat 

is to the animal, and something more, and the effect 

of a very small break or rent in it shows how very im

portant its perfect condition is, especially that of its 

outer skin or epiderm. It must be remembered that 

the bark only ripens well iu full light. Trees, there

fore, must have their wood both well ripened and well 

fed.—" W.," in Country Gentleman. 

THE NEWER PEARS. 

THE editor of the Hartford Jbsi!, in a recent notice 

of the exhibition of the Massachusetts Horticultural 

Society, mentions the following varieties of the newer 

pears among those which upon further acquaintance, 

have confirmed their former high reputation: such as 

Andrews, Sheldon, Doyenne Boussock, Pater Noster, 

Beurre Langeller, B. Hardy, Emilo d' .Heyst, and Meri-

am. Clapp's Favorite is also mentioned as one of the 

finest new sorts. Dana's Hovey sustains its character 

for vigor and productiveness, and excellent quality, 

but still "remains" below medium in size. The fol

lowing are mentioned as among the best of the old 

standard sorts:—Bartlett, Flemish Beauty, Louise 

Bonne de Jersey, Seckel, Buffum, Beurre d' Anjou, 

Viear of Winkfield, Diel, and Duehess d' Angouleme. 
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THEIOE happy days! in rural business past; 
Blest winter nights 1 when as the genial fire 
Cheers the wide hall, his cordial family 
With soft, domestic arts tho hours beguile, 
And pleasing talk. 

Farmers' wives and daughters can do much towards 

making the toilsome life of a farmer a pleasanter and a 

happier one. When returning from the field, the barn, 

or the dreary winter's ride from the city, cold, hungry, 

and perhaps discouraged, (as who is not at times,) the 

cheerful greeting of a smiling, neatly dressed woman, 

and more than all, the blazing fire, and a, well laden 

supper table waiting only for father, will do much to 

lighten any burden, and to inspire him with renewed 

activity for business and life. 

No good housekeeper, or duty-loving wife will delay 

tho preparation of the meals of the day till after or 

just before the coming in of the men from the field. 

H o w tedious it must be for them to be obliged to wait 

for the food which should have been previously pre

pared ! H o w unpleasant to them to move from this 

side to that, and from that to this, that you may get 

nearer to the stove or the oven,'thus reminding them 

that they are in the way, when the fault is really your 

own! 

Then, if you have had trouble with your servants, or 

the children have been unusually cross, do not weary 

your husband with your fretting and complaints, and 

unless you are sick enough to need his active attend

ance, or the advice of a physician, do not tell him of 

it; nothing weakens the strings of affection sooner 

than a constant fault finding disposition. Do not ex

cuse yourself from the duty of making home pleasant, 

because your husban* is cross and morose. May not 

your deleteriousness in household matterB have some

thing to do with this. At any rate try the better way, 

make home cheerful and pleasant to your husband and 

children, and at the same time'you will find that life 

and home will have new charms, and new comforts un-

felt before for you. 

FASHIONS. 

DRESSES.—There is not any decided change as yet, in 

the materials or manner of making up dresses. The 

skirts still continue to be gored; the tightly gored are 

the more fashionable. The dresses are still looped up 

(an excellent fashion) around the bottom. A most ele

gant style of toilet is where the petticoat, dress and 

basque, are composed of the same material. The coat 

sleeves still continue in vogue for ordinary wear, the 

large flowing sleeve for evening and dress occasions. 

A large variety of woolen plaids are introduced, and 

we notice hooded cloaks made of this material. In 

trimmings, large buttons, larger than ever, varying 

from the size of a pea, to a large dahlia. Beaded fringe 

is a great favorite, and eluny lace has taken a new lease 

of public favor. 
BONNETS—are smaller than ever, and are made more 

like a saucer in shape, pointed all round, and bound 

with velvet ribbon or feathers, and each point trim

med. Of course, the waterfall continues to increase 

as the bonnets decrease, as the hair must meet the bon

net or the trimmings. The waterfall should be made 

without tying the hair, turning the hair upwards over 

the cushion, and secured at the top by tucking under. 

A convenient finish to the waterfall is made of a band 

of stiff paper covered with velvet and lined. This is 

passed around the waterfall after the net is adjusted 

and pinned at the top or bottom. 

W e have seen some very handsome but quite gay 

Balmorals. Scarlet and grey is quite stylish. They are 

cut goring. Hoop skirts are as large as ever, if not 

larger around the bottom, but quite close fitting at the 

top. 

DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

AN English lady sends us the following method of 

roasting a small pig. Many of our readers may not 

fancy eating so young an animal as one at five weeks 

old ; but wc believe the dish is considered a rarity in 

the old country.—ED. 

MESSRS. EDS.:—I send you my method of cooking a 

little pig. I do not recollect ever having seen a receipt 

for this much relished dish. To have it in prime order 

it should be from four to five weeks old, not older, and 

should be killed and dressed the day before roasting. I 

make a stuffing of bread crumbs, dry, and two or three 

good sized onions chopped fine, and about two table

spoonsful of finely powdered sage, well seasoned with 

salt and pepper. Allow no water in the pan, bake 

whole in a good oven, and rub often with a little bag.of 

butter. When done, the tat should all bo poured from 

the pan, a little water added to the brown gravy, boiled 

up and either poured over tho pig or served in a tureen. 

It should be served with hot plates, apple sauce, hot, 

and very nice onion sauce. The onion sauce is made 

in the following way and is excellent with roast leg of 

mutton, boiled mutton, or roast pork. 

ONI O N SAUCE.—Peel six or seven good-sized onions, 

and boil in water. When tender, drain, and chop fine. 

Set to boil a little over a pint of milk, water will do if 

you have no milk, but it will require more butter. 

Take a tablespoonful of flour, blend with a small piece 

of butter, and stir into the milk. When boiling, put 

in the onions and serve hot. A SD-BBORIBEII. 

To P R E P A R E S M A L L ONIONS F O R PICKLING.—Make a 

strqng lye of wood ashes, and pour it boiling hot 

over them. Allow them to stand for ten minutes or 

so, or till tho skin will slip off perfectly. Peaches and 

quinces may be peeled in this way also; but require to 

remain but a minute or two in the lye. 

FLOATINGISLAND.—Set to boil one quart of milk; beat 

the whites of three eggs to a stiff foam, and place this 

foam on the top of the milk. Beat thoroughly two 

whole eggs with the remaining yelks, and when the 

milk boils remove tho froth, stir in the yelks, and 

take from the stove. When cool season with lemon, 

pour into a sauce dish, and place the foam gently 

upon the top. This is a very pretty dish for tea. 
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THIRTY-FIVE THOVgANO SUBSCRIBERS. 

IF our agents and friends only continue to increase 

our circulation as they have during the last two months, 

we shall reach the above number of subscribers for 

1867. This is more than we expected, and we have 

only space at this time, to call the particular attention 

of our readers to the marvelously low price of T H E 

F A R M E R , which is only seventy-five cents a year, in 

clubs, and ask all our agents to form clubs, and take 

some of our liberal premiums. Let all try, and do what 

they can to add to the circulation of " The Practical 

Farmer's Own Paper." Send on the names as fast as 

obtained, and we shall keep a correct list of the num

bers, and will forward the premium as soon as the list 

is complete. All new subscribers received during this 

month, whether single or in clubs, will receive the No

vember and December numbers extra, together with the 

whole of 1867. The readers of T H E F A R M E R should feel 

personally interested in making the paper known 

among their friends and neighbors, and send in clubs 

for the year 1867. 

T h e American Farmer im Canada. 

As long as the premium on gold continues, we shall 

send T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R to our Canadian subscri

bers at 60 cents each, in clubs of five or more, or single 

subscriptions at seventy-five cents. 

If American money is sent, our terms will be one 

dollar a year, or seventy-five cents in clubs. W e pre

pay the American postage on all papers sent to Canada 

or any of the British Provinces. 

PRIZE ESSAYS. 

WE will give a book or books, of the value of $1.50, 

for the best Essay on each of the following subjects, 

which we havo received from many of our readers. 

The essays should be short, as our space is limited aud 

must be received on or before the 1st of February, 

1867, so that we may commence to publish them in 

the March number. They will be submitted to a com

petent committee, and those accepted published, and 

the books sent as soon as we are informed what work 

is desired. W e want plain, practical statements of 

facts, and hope our readers will let us hear from them 

on all of these subjects: 

1. On the cultivation of the Raspberry, with de

scription of each variety. 

2. On tho cultivation of the Blackberry, with de

scription of each variety. 

3. On the cultivation of the Strawberry, with de

scription of each variety. 

4. Ou the cultivation of the Currant, with descrip

tion of each variety. 

5. On the cultivation of the Gooseberry, with de

scription of each variety. 

6. On the cultivation of the Cranberry on high and 

low lands. 

7. On the cultivation of Sweet Potatoes. 

8. On the raising of Tobacco. 

9. On raising Cotton. 

10. On raising Roots for Stock. 

11. On raising Flax. 

12. On the cultivation and management of a Hop 

Yard. 

13. On the management of Spring Lambs. 

14. On the different Breeds of Horses. 

15. On Bee culture. 

16. On the Abuse of Animals, morally and religious

ly considered, or otherwise. 

17. On the best Pastures for Dairy Cows. 

18. On Buildings suitable for a Large or Small Farm, 

with Plans. 

19. On the best Wagon for Carting Manure, both 

solid and liquid, with Plan. 

20. On the management and application of Barn Yard 
Manure. 

21. On the best method of Improving Exhausted Land. 

22. H o w to keep up the Fertility of the Soil. 

23. On the management of permanent Grass Land. 

24. On the advantages of Cutting Hay and Grain by 

Machinery. 

25. On Deep and Shallow Plowing. 

26. On Reclaiming and Management of Boggy or 

Swamp Land. 

27. On the Different Breeds of Poultry. 

28. On the cultivation and management of the Orange 

in the United States. 

29. On the desirability of cultivating the Apricot, as 
a standard fruit. 

30. On the best selection, habits, and treatment, of 

flower plants for parlor flower stands. 

81. On the cause of " winter-kill" in Peach trees, 

andbest remedy. 

33. On the best plan for a Rustic Cottage, with plan 

aud estimate—cost not to exceed $1,000. 

33. On the cultivation and comparative profit of 

White, Amber, and Red Wheat. 

34. Ou the relative advantages or disadvantages of 

budding the Peach on Plum Stock. 

35. On the most desirable Breed of Cattle suited to 

the extreme cold of Northern Winters, the consump

tion of the least amount and coarsest food, and the best 

producer of beef, being the principal requirements. 

36. On the Modes, System, and Local Characteristics 

of Farming in each of the Different States—an essay 

from each State. 

37. On the same in Canada. 

38. On farming in tho West. 

S P E C I A L P H I Z E S . 
Five Dollars In Cash, 

For the beBt Plan of Hog Pon, illustrated with full 

description. 

T o n Dollars In Cash, 

For the best essay on Cooked food for Animals. 
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Notes on the Weather, from September 15th 
to October 15 th. 

As the month was cold, so the last half gave the 

mean heat, 53.7°, or 3.20° below the general average. 

But it is not the coldest for this half, as in 1842 it was 

half a degree colder. The hottest noon was 70 °, on 

the 25th, and the coldest noon, 50 °. The coldest day 

was 45.8 °, and the hottest day was 79.7 °. The cold

est morning was 36 o, on the 23d, when the frost was 

palpable iu the city, but out of the city at the south 

and west, the frost did much injury to maize, buck

wheat, tomatoes, and some others. The leaves of 

grapes were hardly affected in the city. On the 24th 

was a less frost. The shrubby Althaea still shows its 

flowers, 6ingle and double. 

Rain in the second half, 1.80 inches, and of the month 

was 4.11. 
The maturing of corn, and the like has been slow, 

and much of it will not be ripened. Though cool, the 

month has been pleasant, giving us much clear weather, 

and during the full moon, the nights were splendid. 

O C T O B E R began rather warmer, but soon wc found 

the autumnal weather was upon us in earnest. After all, 

the mean heat of this half month, 52.64°, has exceeded 

the general average one degree. The range of tho mean 

of these days has been from 38.5 =, on the 5th, to 

65.3 o, on the 2d. The coldest at 7i.it, was 29 °, on 
the 5th, when we had the great frost that killed our 

grapes, and many other things; and this was the cold

est day, 38.3°. The day before was 40.7°. Next 

to the hottest day, above, was 63. °, on the 8th, and 

61.7°, on the 9th. This has been a fine half month, 

much clear, or nearly clear days and nights. Wind 

from the West chiefly; only few. local and surface 

from unpleasant quarters. 

Frost hard on the 5th; grapes ruined, leaves all dead; 

so hard frosts occur every few years in the first half of 

October. People wonder sometimes to hear that frost 

appeared when the morning was said to be 35 °, 38 °, 

or even 40 °. The reason is obvious, when known. 

Water freezes at 32 °, and ice is formed at 32 °. But 

the thermometer is used especially to show the temper

ature of the atmosphere at a few feet from the earth. 

At the surface the temperature would be too high or too 

low, for obvious reasons ; and at much distance from 

the 'earth it would be too cool, because the temperature 

falls as you rise in the atmosphere. It is common to 

suspend the thermometer six or seven feet from the 

earth, out of the direct or reflected rays of the sun 

from buildings, ground, or anything; facing to the 

north. From radiation (sending off the heat to the 

air above,) the surface of the earth, planks, stone, or 

wood walks, grass, & c , lower their temperature, the 

vapor of the atmosphere settles on them; if the radia

tion is enough, the vapor (now water) is near 32° ; a 

moment more the ice or frost is formed, and the ther

mometer is at 32° ; but the oue six feet from the 

ground may be now 34° only, at other times 38° or 

40° as I have seen it as the frost was forming. 

On'the 5th, the air thermometer was 29°, 

while the water was frozen, and the ice was several 

degrees colder. The reason of slight or heavy frosts is 

obvious, whatever is the heat on the thermometer, six 

or seven feet from the ground. 

Monroe County Fair. 

THE Monroe County Fair held in this city, October 

3-5, proved very successful. Notwithstanding the 

weather during the time was remarkably cold, the num

ber of visitors was very large, and the show of stock and 

articles on exhibition was quite good. The number of 

entries amounted to 1,128, and the receipts for admit

tance to nearly $1,800. 

Of sheep, there was a good show, Merinos predomi

nating. A few pens only of long wools on the grounds. 

There was a large number of fine cattle on exhibition, 

among whieh we notice two pair of fine steers, by B. 

Fellows, of Chili. 

Of pigs there was a poor show. Of poultry, there 

was a middling show, most of the birds being crosses 

of the principal breeds. 
Among the implements were a large number of 

mowers. Seymour, Morgan & Allen, of Brockport, 

Dodge & Pomeroy, of Auburn, exhibited machines. 

The Buckeye, exhibited by Hiram Curtis, of Albion, 

and several other patents were on the grounds. 

Edward Heath, of Fowlerville, N. Y., exhibited a new 

ditching machine which werked well. It is said to cut 

from 40 to 50 rods a day, and is worked by two horses, 

and runs on wooden rails, havingasmall bridge in the 

rear for the horse to pass over the ditch. Cuts a ditch 

about ten inches wide by three feet deep, and drew a 

large number to see it operate. 

Of plows, M. and G. Wiard, of East Avon, had sev

eral on exhibition for one and two horses. Also culti

vator by the same exhibitors. Schank's potato digger, 

and also one by A. Marcellus, manufactured by White

side, Barnett & Co., were shown. The merits of these 

machines can only be'tested by a fair trial on a potato 

field, and which we regretted was not done. Many 

patent gates were on the ground, and the premium was 

awarded to J. H. Graves, of. this city, whose gate is of 

simple construction, and the. favorite. It runs very 

easily on a side roller, and is suitable for a yard gate, 

barn, or stable door. 

Illinois State Fair. 

From The Prairie Farmer, we learn that the exhibition 

of cattle was unusually small, say 150 head. Horses 

and mares are better represented, and tho show was 

very creditable. Sheep are rather better than last year, 

Canadian exhibitors beiug largely represented. There 

were entries only of French Merinos. The report on 

the scouring of wools astonished many, and Illinois 

breeders are talking of the propriety of growing more 

wool and less oU. In swine the display was good, but 

confined mainly to brooders. Poultry was almost 

ignored—two entries only. Tho display of implements 

was large, and in most respects superior. W e observ

ed a model of a steam plow, with traction engine, but 

no one will go into extaeies over it. A potato planter 
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was among the new inventions, but attracted no atten

tion. Farmers are done wondering at new things, and 

pay them little respect until they have been thoroughly 

tested. Prove all things, and hold fast that which is 

good, has become the order of the day. Farm pro

duce was better than last year. Fruit was as usual. 

On the whole the fair was nearly equal to last year. 

Indiana State Fair. 

THE Fourteenth Annual Exhibition of this Society, 

was held this year at Indianapolis, October 1-6, and 

proved highly creditable to the State, and very success

ful. The weather during the time was favorable, and 

the receipts amounted to nearly $16,000. There was a 

large show of stock, D. McMillan, of Zenia, 0., was 

the principal exhibitor, and took nearly all ihe prizes 

in the Shorthorn class. Fletcher & Churchman showed 

some fine Devons. H. G. Hannamon and others, 

Alderneys. Of sheep, the show was not as large as 

might have been expected. Merino.!, Leicester and 

Cotswolds were shown. . Thomas Aston, of Loraine 

county, taking all the prizes for his Cotswolds. Some 

pens of Cashmere goats were exhibited, which drew 

an admiring crowd. The display of horses was large 

and fine, among which were several thoroughbred 

animals. 

Michigan State Fair. 

THE Michigan State Fainwas held this year at Adrian, 

September 18-22. The weather during the fair was 

very bad, raining all the time for the first three days. 

W e learn that the number of entries amounted to 1,796, 

while last year they were 1,797. On account of the 

Bad state of the weather the attendance was very light, 

and the receipts during the five days amounted to only 

$4,000, against $12,500 last year. The exhibition was 

very creditable to the State, most of the departments 

being well represented. 

The show of horses was very fine, and large in num

bers. Michigan being noted for its breeds of horses, 

made a good show in this department. Of cattle, 

Herefords, Shorthorns, and Devons, were the only 

breeds represented, but some superior animals were on 

the ground, which had been introduced into the State 

during the last year. Ot sheep, the show of Merinos 

was large, while long wools were represented by some 

fine specimens from Canada, andfromthe flocks of the 

State. Of swine, the show was small. The White 

Chesters were tho principal breed on exhibition; but, 

Essex, Suffolk, and Yorkshires were represented. Of 

fruits, the show was highly creditable, and considered 

superior in quantity and quality to auy previous exhi
bition of the Society. 

At the annual meeting held on the fourth day, the 
President, W . G. Beckwith, of Cassopolis, Secretary 
R. F. Johnstone, of Detroit, and E. O. Humphrey, of 
Kalamazoo, Treasurer, were re-elected for the ensuing 
year. 

GET up a club for THE FARMER, in your neighbor
hood, All who subscribe by Dec. 1st, receive the last 
two numbers of this year free. 

N o w York State Fair and the Slop Crop. 

MESSRS. EDS. :—I found the State Fair a very difficult 

place to reach, especially for goods. I shipped sixteen 

of my Cheddar cheese for the Fair from Otsego county, 

and after waiting until the 3d day of the Fair, and they 

did not arrive, and as I could learn nothing by tele

graph, I had to give them up. The dairy hall was 

ijearly empty, and in some other departments there was 

but a slim show. There was much complaint on the 

part of exhibitors that their goods did not arrive by 

railroad. On the fourth day of the Fair, I went to 

Albany, and there found that a car load of stuff for the 

Fair, started from Albany in season to be on the Fair 

grounds on Tuesday, but was switched off at Mechan-

icsville, and left until Friday, and on that car were 

my sixteen Cheddar cheese, and many others had goods 

for exhibition that never got to their destination. There 

must be Bome neglect somewhere, and I hope the offi

cers of the State Fair will avoid such places in future. 

There was but one sample of hops on the grounds. It 

was too early to exhibit hops, but the harvest is nearly 

gathered now, and of fair quality. 

The vermin commenced to increase rapidly by the 

last days of August, and the first four days of Septem

ber they increased most marvelously. The sultry, 

moist weather was the cause of the great increase, 

whieh seems to result in a much lighter crop than was 

anticipated two weeks since. The cold weather which 

followed, stopped the increase of the louse, and caused 

them to crawl into the hop between the leaves of the 

bur. The yield will be light, but the quality is gener

ally satisfactory to the dealers. I have seen but few 

gardens that have turned black, and those were on low 

ground and protected places where the wind is kept 

off by timber, orchards, or hills. W o must have our 

hop gardens on high, airy places, we must avoid bleeding 

them at picking. In every case where they did not bleed 

last year, the vine is strong and healthy this season. 

This cannot be too strongly impressed on the hop 

planter. If we had had a severe thunder Btorm the last 

week of August, I think we should have escaped the 

great increase of vermin. p. w. COLLINS. 

Canada Provincial Fair. 

THE Twenty-First Exhibition of the Provincial Agri

cultural Association commenced on the 24th of Sep

tember, at Toronto, lasting till the 28th, and promised 

to be well patronized; unfortunately, however, raiu 

commenced on the evening of the 24th, and poured 

down without intermission, till the morning of the 

26th, so that although the entries were large, a great 

many articles failed to reach the grounds, and • somo 

departments were but poorly filled. 33,000 tickets 

were sold, which is. some 13,000 loss than last year at 

London. 

The grounds comprised somo seventeen acres, of a 

triangular shape, lying between the high brick walls 

of the Lunatic Asylum grounds, and tho track of tho 

Northern Railway, and situated somo two miles west 

of the centre of the city. A more undesirable spot 
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could scarcely have been selected; the ground being a 

plaster clay, lying low and undrained, the rain made a 

quagmire of it. The principal building was the Crys

tal Palace, of wood and glass, in the form of a cross, 

171 feet by 85. In it were shown the entries of the 

Arts and Manufactures departments, and an addition 

at the rear was put up to accommodate the Grain, 

Dairy, and Horticultural departments. Stables, cattle 

and sheep sheds, pig and fowl pens, were scattered 

about the grounds, and surrounded by almost impas

sable pools of water, which as the weather after the 

third day proved fine and dry, gradually turned into 

the stickiest of mud. 

The first and second days were occupied in getting 

things into their places, and the third day, the Hon. T. 

D. McGee delivered the inaugural address, which was 

purely of a political character. Owing to the rain, the 

judges did not get through with their awards till the 

fourth day, and were muchhampered by the crowding. 

The last day was to have brought out all the prize 

animals together in the ring, but owing to the mud 

very few came out, and that part of the programme was 

a failure. 

First on the list stood the horses, of which there were 

374 entries divided into several classes. Owing to their 

being kept in close boxes, jealously locked up, we 

found it next to impossible to get a look at them all. 

W e noticed, however, that the heavy Clydesdales pre

dominated, and showed more development of fat than 

mascle. In fact, many of them were of elephantine 

proportions. A very nice animal, of a dark dapple bay 

color, with flowing mane and tail, and with le6s weight 

and more action than the generality of our agricultural 

stallions, took the first prize, and also the Prince ol 

Wales prize as the best horse on the ground. He is 

owned by J. J. Fisher, of Goderich, Huron county. 

The show of horses was unquestionably the largest 

yet seen, as might be expected since most of our large 

breeders of horse stock reside near Toronto. 

Of cattle, the entries were not numerous, being 485, 

but the animals as a whole, were of more uniform ex 

cellence than we have seen at any former exhibition 

In Shorthorns there were 90 entries, of whieh Hon. D. 

Christie, of Brantford, showed six head, imported in 

1864, besides several younger animals bred by himself 

Bince. His imported bull, Oxford Lad, was not shown, 

and there being little competition in the class of aged 

bulls, the first prize went to Baron Solway, owned by 

John Snell, Edmonton, an animal we do not admire, 

although he is said to boast a high pedigree. Mr, 

Christie takes first prizes on nearly all his stock, his 

three-year old cow having been placed second, where 

the first went to a much inferior animal. His yearling 

bull calf, Oxford, of Athelstane, by OxfordLad, takes the 
first prize, and also gets a diploma as best animal on 
the ground, of any age or class, and seems to be a decid
ed acquisition to the improved stock of the country, 

If not also the best animal now on the continent. F. 
W Stone of Guelph, shows many head of Shorthorns, 

but his forte appears to be in Herefords, in which class 
his fine herd of 30 animals of all ages, takes all the 
prizes except two. They seem a remarkably handsome 

breed of good size, and coming early to maturity. 

Of Devons, there were the largest number, namely, 

106 entries, and the animals of so equal a degree of 

excellence, that the judges had some difficulty in giv

ing their awards. Mr. John Pincombe, of London, 

showed the largest herd,' and took the most prizes, 

while W . J. Peters, of the same place, and Messrs. 

Courtice, of Darlington, also take several prizes. 

In Ayrshires, the entries wore 90, and many fine ani

mals were shown. They are small,' but good milkers, 

hardy and easily kept. George Crawford, Brockville, 

and W . Wheeler, Scarboro, take the principal prizes in 

this breed of cattle. 

Of black polled cattle, there were 71 entries, namely, 

' Galloway and 12 Angus. They are much alike, 

though classed as distinct breeds. The Angus cattle, 

of which James Nimmo, of Camden, is the only exhi

bitor, are a recent importation, and seem to be hand

some cattle, being finer bred than the Galloway, with 

a soft skin and smooth hair. The Galloways are now 

very generally distributed through the Province, and 

are the breed for a small farmer; they are perfectly 

hardy, of large size, with rough, curly hair, easily 

kept, and fatten readily. The cows are average good 

milkers—in that respect superior to the Shorthorns. 

Of grades and fat cattle there was a large show, 

mainly animals resulting from crosses of Shorthorn 

bulls on native cows. Many of them are equal in size 

and other good points, to their sires, while as a dairy 

stock they are the best the country affords. Few can 

afford to keep Shorthorns-in their purity, they require 

so much care and attention in feeding, &c, but every 

farmer has it in his power and within his means to raise 

grade stock, and no other breed improves our natives 

so rapidly and well by crosses, as tho Shorthorns do. 

Of sheep there was a very large show, but owing to 

the regulation adopted last year, requiring long wooled 

sheep to be shorn after a certain time, four inspectors 

were appointed to see that the regulation had been 

conformed to, and they then ruled out all the animals 

in the Leicester and Cotswold classes, with the excep

tion of the lambs and a few shearling6; consequently 

few prizes were awarded. Exhibitors complained loudly, 

but it was only just that they should be made to show 

their sheep with an ordinary season's growth of wool 

upon them, and the lesson taught will have a good 

effect another year. There were 763 entries in the 

sheep classes, the great majority being Leicesters. F. 

W. Stone, of Guelph, George Miller, of Markham, J. 

Snell, Edmonton, were the principal exhibitors in 

Leicesters and Cotswolds, and showed some magnifi

cent animals that would be hard to beat anywhere. 

Some fine Shropshire Downs were shown by H. Spen

cer Whitby, and George Miller, of Markham, while F. 

W. Stone, of Guelph, takc6 most ol the prizes for 

Southdowns. Of fine wools there was a poor show; 

in fact they are at a discount in Canada. 

Of pigs the show was good, though smaller than 

usual. There were 53 entries of large breeds, mostly 

Yorkshires. 135 of small breeds, comprising 56 im

proved Berkshires, 45 White Suffolks, and 34 Essex. 

The show of poultry was tolerably good, and would 

have been better, but for the fact that W . and J. Peters, 
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of London, our largest fowl.,, breeders, had a large 

number of their choicest birds poisoned by some 

scoundrel a few days before the exhibition. Colonel 

Hazzard, of Toronto, showed a coop of remarkably 

handsome and pure bred Cochin Chinas, probably the 

only genuine birds of the kind in the country. 

Of grain, especially wheat, our great staple, the 

show Was very much behind former years, both in 

quantity and quality. Only 6 entries were shown for 

the Canada Company's prize of $100, for the best 25 

bushels of winter wheat, which was taken by F. Bar

clay, of Oro, near Lake Simcoe, while J. Mitchell, of 

Mona, takes the Association prize of $40, for the sec

ond best 26 bushels. W e fancy much better Samples 

could have been shown in this department had the 

weather been favorable for threshing operations. 

Of dairy produce, the show was extra good, and the 

large mimber of factory made cheese was quite a new 

feature to us. Harris & Raney, of Ingersoll, had one 

on exhibition weighing 7,000 pounds. It took three 

milkings of 800 cows to make it, and is intended to be 

shown at the Paris Exhibition of 1867. 

Of vegetables, there was a fair but small show. W e 

noticed a great many samples of the Garnet Chili potato, 

and the fruit department well filled. Grapes aud 

peaches being much better than we auticipated, while 

apples and pears were plenty, though rather green, and 

unrecognizable, except for the labels attached. 

__^ ^ MAO. 

THE MARKETS. 

BOOHESTEE, October 25,1866. 

FLOUE—White wheat, $16@$16.50. Eed, $14.00@14.50. 

GEAIN—White wheat, 800@S10c.B ed, 275@280c. Corn, 106c. 

Barley, 105c. Oats, 53c@55c. Eye, 112c. 

HOPS-40@55c. 

WOOL^»@50cts. 

PEOVISIONS—Lard, 21J.?@22c. Butter, 85@38c. Eggs, 8Se. 

Cheese, 14@19c. Potatoes, 50c. 

New York Markets. 

EEPOETED FOE THE AMEEICAN FAEMEE, BY S. EDWARDS TODD, OF 

THE N E W YORK TIMES. 

NEW YOKE, October 22. 

B E E V E S — T h e prices for tho different grades of beef cattle 
during the past month, have been very steady, with but little 
fluctuation. During most of the month, prices have also been 
quito firm at high figures, although for a weok or ten days past 
there has been a downward tendoncy, in prices. Tho arrivals 
have been unusually large, so that It was difficult to dispose of 
the weekly supply on tho principal market days. The number 
of beef cattle received at all the yards, during the four weeks 
Sist, amounts to 27,958. About 8,000 per week are sold at the 
ational Yards, 100th Street; from 50 to 100 are sold on 

Clh Street; 75 to 100 at Chamberlain's on Eobinson Street; about 
8,000 at tho Hudson City Yards, just across the river in N o w 
Jersey; and a few hundred, tho week past, at the new yards 
just open at Communipaw, on tho Jersey shore, of New York 
Bay, about two miles from Jersey City. I go to all these places 
)«i person, and see most of the cattle, and talk with the drovers, 
brokers, and butchers, every week, about the prioes. Tho prices 
given in tho October number of TIIE F A R M E R will represent tho 
prices at tho present time, to a cent, with the exception of the 
highest prioe, which is now only 17XO180 per ft. for tho four 
quarters of drcssodmeat, the hides and rough tallow not com
puted to the purchaser. For two weeks past, a large proportion 
of the cattle has boon pf second and third quality of beef, more 
suitable for packing than for retailing to families. 
MILCH COWS—The number received during tho past month 
ia8S5—nearly 100 per weok. Tho market has been steady, but 
comparatively dull. Tho figures in tho October number of T m j 
J- ARMIES arc right for the prices of to-day. 
pA-LVES—There has been an aotivo demand for good calves 
miring the entire month, and sales have been quick, and prices 
nrm at 18c@14o per ft. live, gross weight; and 1 have met with 
» few choice calves that sold for 14^o per ft,, live weight. The 
number received at all the yards is 6,789 for tho month. A large 
proportion of the calves is what go by tho common appellation 
of grass calves," hundreds of which are poor, emaciated, and 
poviTty-stricken as tho the "lean kine" mentioned by Moses in 
ancient Egypt, which sell for $2@$4@6, up to $18 per head, 
according to size and quality. Large numbers aro purchased 
here and transported again into the country to be reared for 
cows or beoveB. 

S H E E P A N D L A M B S — T h e sheep market is literally glutted. 
Prices have been declining slowly, during the past month, nntil 
there seems to be very little demand lor the surplus supply. 
There has been a desperate effort to keep the prices of mutton 
up; but the heavy arrivals havo compelled drovers and brokers 
to sell for what butchers would pay. I overheard a butcher and 
drover parleying for a long time about a lot of good Southdown 
lambs, which were sold at 6c per ft., live, gross weight Very 
few lots sold for more. Other reporters will quote these very 
lambs at 8c. per lb. Had it been known that I was a reporter, 1 
would not have heard the price. A few choice lots were sold for 
7c per ft. Sheep are now selling slowly at 5c@5Xc@6o. Borne 
of the best lots brought CJtfc per ft., gross, live weight. Thou
sands of poor sheep and lambs "are brought here and sold for less 
than they are actually worth in the country. W h e n will farm
ers learn to fatten their animals before they send them to mar
ket I Every week I see hundreds of animals sent here which 
are in just good store condition, when they would be profitable 
to fatten. The number of sheep and lambs received at all the 
markets for four weeks past, amounts to 99,640, or nearly 25,000 
per week.-
SWINE—The swine market has been confined to Fortieth St, 
on the North Eiver, till the past week, when the great new mar
ket was opened at Communipaw, where swine will be slaughter
ed. On the 17th, the formal opening of this new market, yards, 
and slaughter house occurred. The buildings and conveniences 
for slaughtering animals cannot be excelled by any other abat
toir in America. A lot of swine is driven up an inclined plane 
into an ap ai-tment in the second story, where a man knocks 
them all down in a minute. They are then stuck, and tumbled 
down an inclined table into a large wooden vat, filled with scald
ing water. The conveniences are so perfect that thoy did actual
ly dress a hog in seven minutes while I was there. This great 
abattoir, or slaughter house at Communipaw, is owned by the 
N e w Jersey Stock Yard Company; and they propose to save 
and fertilize everything, from the end of a hog's snout, to the 
tip of his tail, except the squeal, which they would utilize, were 
it not for the United States stamp required on suoh commodi
ties. The number received during the past month is 60,100, 
besides about 1,200 at Communipaw. Prices for fat hogs have 
been declining slowly for a few weeks, so that to-day, prime, 
corn-fed hogs sell for only 10c@10J£c per lb., live gross weight. 
N o swine from distilleries have been ottered. The heavy receipts 
have dragged the prices down a little, and nothing but lighter 
arrivals will bring tho prices to a higher figure. As I close m y 
report, tho best quality of hogs aro selling slowly at 10)£o@10%o 
per ft., gross, live weight. 
APPLES—Are offered freely, and large' quantities in barrels 
are sold exceedingly cheap, because they are in a bad condition. 
The prices vary from $1.50@$6 per bbl. If a man has a lot of 
fair, smooth, and round apples, they will soil readily for $5@$6 
per bbl. If half of them have been shaken from tie trees, and 
are small, not fair and bruised, and many having rotten Bpecks. 
they must be offered cheap, or no one will purchase them. The 
better way is to put none but tho best in one barrel, and all the 
inferior ones in other barrels. Apples thus assorted will sell for 
more than when the good and poor are all together. 
POTATOES—Have been declining in price for two montns 
past. They are usually sold by tho bbl. I have seen them re
tailed all about tho city for 68c per bushel. Different varieties 
sell at various prices. The Mercers sell about as high as any at tho 
present time. Mercers, $2@2.50 per bbl. Most other kinds at 
about $1.88@$2 per bbl. Tho price depends wholly on the quality 
offered. Thousands of bushels of poor, miserable potatoes are 
offered, which aro unfit for eating. 
POULTEY—There is an active demand for good poultry of all 
kinds. Turkeys, 80c@85c per ft. retail. About 25c@28e at 
wholesale. Chickens 2Dc@80c per ft., not drawn. Ducks, 82e@ 
86o per ft. for the best. Geese, 24c@26o por ft., for the best 
Poor lots soil for one-third less than these prices. 
E G G B — A r e now in active demand, retailing at 25 cents for 7 

eggs, or 80@40o per dozen, by the bbl 
BUTTEE—Now retails at all prices from 20o to 65o per*. 
Choice lots will sell for about 40c@48c per lb. It is difllcnltto 
get over 85c@8Sc for oommon butter. Dealers in butter will dis
semble andjookeysoprovokingly,that an honest man does not 
knowwhethorheisgottingafairpricefcrhis butter,unless he is 
posted as to the market prlcos. Hainan has a tip-top article of 
butter, he oan sell it for 40o, or perhaps 48c por ft. If he sends It 
to a broker, they will sell it for 50c, and make returns at about 42o, 
deducting his commission. Butter which is.collected at country 
stores and village groceries, which appears as if a few pounds of 
soap grease, a few of white butter, and a few pounds of lair yellow 
butter, have been mingled together, will sell very low, usually for -
not more than 20c@25o per ft. according to tho quality. Thereis 
a vast deal of such streaked butter in the market, whioh no re
spectable families will aocept as a gift for their tablos. The market 
iB now fair, and there is no prospect that butter will be any higher. 
CHEESE—The demand for cheese Is tolerably fair, for a good 
article. The best lots have retailed all summer and fall, thus far, 
at 20c.@24o. per ft. Dealers now pay for tho best 14c.@18c 
per ft. Poor lots and even somo very fair lots have sold for 6a 
@10c. per ft. I have seen M r cheese offered in numerous places 
la the city, for 10o. per ft., at retail stands. 
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G E A I N — T h e demand for wheat is becoming more active and 
pri.-es more firm. Wheat has been quoted 8 c @ 4 c per bush., 
hîli'-i-, on a sparingly supplied market. The demand has been 
fur. Sales since on the 20th, 68.000 bush., including White Mich
igan at $3.27; Milwaukee Club at $2.26@$2.85; Chicago Spring 
ac$1.98@$2.26; and Amber State at $8 per bnsh. There has 
been a very heavy business transacted in Corn, chiefly in mixed 
Western, in store, on account of Western speculative buyers, 
resulting in a further material rise in prices, though the market 
iv -i-« loss buoyantly. Sales on the 20th, 808.000 bush., at $1.02;i 
@$1.04 for inferior; $1.05@$1.0S (the latter, a fancy price for a 
single load of nearly pure yellow;) chiefly at $1.06@ifi.07 afloat, 
and *1.02)i@*1.06, chiefly at $1.05@$1,06 in store, for sound 
Mixed Western; $1.07@$1.09 for Yellow Western, and $1.10® 
f 1.15 for White do. per bush. Oats continue in light supply and 
demand, including Chicago at 59c@68c.; Milwaukee at 61c.@68c; 
Btate at 64c@6oc, per bush. Sales 137,000 bush. Eye is advanc
ing. Sales 27,000, including old Western at $1.18 and new do., at 
$1.21@$1.22, per bush. Barley has been in lively request, and 
decidedly firmer. Sales 98,000 bush., at $1.05 for poor Chicago, 
and $1.81@$1.35 for Canada West; and $1.10c. for Canada East 
(In bond) per bush. Barley Malt is quiet at $1.40 per bush. 
Considering the present prospect, our advice to farmers is to 

sell their barley now, but to hold on a little longer to their other 
grain. There is little or no danger that the price will decline 
very soon, at least until we obtain more favorable reports of the 
crops at the West The prospect now is that there will be a 
Bhort supply until the next harvest. Eeports reach us from all 
parts of the country, conc.»ningthe poor crops of cereal grains; 
and most farmers complain that the early frost injured then-
Indian corn seriously. All these things tend to maintain a firm 
price, until heavy arrivals are offered in the market. At Mil
waukee for the past week the stock of Wheat in store is reported 
at 824,000 bush. The receipts of Wheat for the past week sum 
up 634,637 bush; against 7S0,974 bush., for the same time last year. 
Shipments for the"week, 9,893 bush., by rail and 541,849 bnsh., by 
lake, as follows: 808.6S7 bush., to Buffalo, 66,901 bush., to Oswego, 
50,700 bush., to Ogdensburgh. 91,881 bush., to Cleveland, 11,450 
bush., to Sandusky. 10,000 bush., to St. Catherines and 2.630 bush., 
to other parts. W e quote No. 1 Spring Wheat in store, subject to 
2c, per bush., storage, at $2.04; No. 2. $1.73; No. 3, $1.63; Reject
ed, $1.41. Oats are firm and in good demand at 37c. for No. 1 
and 38c. for No. 2. Receipts for the week, 10,166 bush. Ship
ments for the week, 36,044 bushs. Rye is firm, but quiet at 80c. 
for No. 1 and 75c. for No. 2. Receipts for the week. 12,909 bush», 
Corn is selling at 64c. for No. 1. 
FLOUE—State and Western Flour has been in decidedly more 

active demand at a further improvement of 10c.@15c. per bbl., 
the market closing buoyantly, especially for the inferior and lower 
grades, the available supply of which has been very materially 
reduced within a few days, partly by purchasers for export. Sales 
October 20th, 19.600 bbl., including very poor to choice Superfine 
State and Western at $8.25@$10.75; very poor to good old Extra 
State at $S.6UlT7s$10.75: ordinary to strictly choice do. du.. fresh 
inspection.:-.!. :'r Hi.;-o<o •?]•-.."» ; l-ound-hoop Extra Ohio, poor to 
good shipping brands, at $11@$12.85, per bbl. W e now quote: 
Superfine State and Western $8.25@$10.75 
Extra State 8.60® 12.50 
Extra Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, &c 9.00® 14.50 
Extra Ohio, round-hoop, shipping brands 10.85® 12.50 
Extra Ohio, trade and family brands 12.50® 14.75 
Extra Genesee 12.50® 14.60 
Common to choice extra Missouri 13.25® 13.00 
Southern Flour continues in demand at buoyant prices. The 

supply is light, and holders are very firm. Sales since our 
last, 400 bbls., in lots, at $12.10@$18.50 for poor to good, and 
tl3.50@16.75 for good to very choice extra brands, por bbl. 
Canadian Flour continues scarce and wanted. Eye Flour con
tinues in good demand, including the Superfine at $6.60@$7.90 
por bbl Sales 1 500 bbls, Corn Meal has been in lair request at 
$490®$5 for Western, $5@5.10 for Jersey, $5.20 for City, $5.40 
for Marsh's Calorio, and $5.45@5.50 for Brandywine, per bbl. 
Sales 960 bbls., October 20th. 
Should any of the readers of TnE F A R M E E desire other articles 

added to this list, if they will drop m e a line, I will hereafter 
give the wholesale or retail prices ot such commodities. 
THE annual meeting of the National Wool Growers Association 
has been called to meet at Cleveland, O., on Wednesday, Nov. 14 

Wj learn just aa we go to press, that the Greeley prize for the 

beat grapo for general cnltivation, was awarded to the Concord. 

Particulars next month. 

ADVE&STBSERfiEftaTS. 

R A T E S O F ADVERTISING—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a line per 

month; one column, each insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver

tisements and cuts inserted at the same rates. Special notices. 

50 cents a line. 

Special Notices. 

T H B KnTATTNNY BLACKBEBET—Still maintains Its claims to 
BODeriority in every respect. N e w Catalogue, testimonials, prices, 
tx^, sent for two stamps. Addre»B,E. WllliamB, Montelair, JTew 

Jersey. 

W H Y A N D B E C A U S E . 

SECOND EBITION OF 

PEA0TI0AL AND SOIEITIPIO 

FRUIT CULTURE, 

CHARLES R. BAKER, 

OF THE DORCHESTER NURSERIES. 

1 Vol. 8vo,, Illustrated, Price, $4, 

The publishers have the pleasure to announce a new edition 
of this elegant and popular work, which, according to the ex
pressed judgment of candid and unbiassed critics in England 
and America, evinces the most extensive research, observation 
and experience; and which has also excited the fears of rivals. 

QUESTION 1. Why were communications made, both verbal 
and written, forestalling judgment against this book before its 
publication ? 

A N S W E R . Because "it is a reliable guide in all cases of doubt 
and difficulty."—N. Y. Herald; and '-is an evident improve
ment on such works, as Barry's Fruit Garden, and Downing*^ 
Fruits of America."—A Philadelphia Horticulturist. 

QUES. 2. Why did a journalist embody tho substance of these 
communications in an unfavorable notice, put in type before the 
volume was issued ? 

A N S . Because it" is finding good approval in our State."1— Cali
fornia Fanner ; " does not mention the Magazine of Horti
culture, The Horticulturist, nor The Gardners Monthly.'1''— 
Hovey1 B Magazine—and. contains a " larger amount of useful in
formation than any other treatise we have met."—Portland 
Press. 

rman swear that he 
d kill the book?" 

A N S . Because.it "goes to the root of the matter."—Chicago 
Journal; "explains the details of this fine art."— Worcester 
Spy; "bears evidence of extensive reading and research."—A'?(-
ralN&w Yorker; "is a practical and well written manual."—N, 
Y. Post; and no pomologist should be without it."—Boston 
Transcript. 

QUES. 4. Why were large sums offered for its suppression 

A N S . Because "the book cannot otherwise than prove invalu
able."—Cincinnati Journal of Commerce. 

For sale by all booksellers, or, sent by mail, postpaid, on re

ceipt of $4. 

nov-lt 

LEE & SIIEPARH5, 

BOSTON. MASS. 

W E E K L Y PRAIRIE FARMER.—The Oldest 
and the best in the Great Northwest, will commence its 

27th year of publication January 1st, 1SI57. F R E E U N T I L J A N 
U A R Y , 1S6TI All new subscribers for 18G7, sunt in previous to 
January 1st, will receive the balance of 1806 F R E E from time 
the names are received. Subscription $2.00 per year. A n extra 
copy given for clubs of 8. $2,000 in premiums given away. 
Sample copies sent free with' full particulars, to those desiring to 
Becure clubs. AddreBS E M E U Y & CO., 

192 Lake street. Chicago, Ills. 

F 
M A P L E L E A V E S . 

KEE—a specimen number of "MAPLU LEAVES," the 
cheapest, most entertaining, and instructive 

ILH.XJSTItA.TED MQjNrTI-I]L.Y 

In the world. Address, with stamp, BLAOKIE & CO., 740 
Broadway, Now York. nov-lt* 
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A FARMER'S STEAI BOILER, &c. 
PATENTED IN THE UNITED STATES AND ENGLAND. 

COME AT LAST I An apparatus so long needed by STOCK-
GROWERS, PORK MAKERS, MILKMEN, DAIRY

MEN", and in factj all classes, where Cooking, Heating, Steam
ing, Boiling, Distilling, &c, are required. 
This new boiler combines all the advantages of the best porta

ble caldron and furnace with the Steam Boiler, Still, Retort, &c. 
It will therefore be seen at a glance that it accommodates itself 
to the wants of all classeB. 

Unlike the kettle, its capacity is unlimited. Over 400 have 
already been sold. N o farmer can afford to be without one. It 
is universally conceded to be the only practical, simple, cheap, 
and perfectly safe thing in market. Four sizes are now manu
factured and kept constantly on hand. Prices, complete for 
wood, $40, $60, $70, and $100. Coal fixture extra. 
%W Circulars giving details, advantages of Cooked Food, tes

timonials, &c.. sent free by enclosing stamp for postage. 

N. B.—A liberal discount to dealers and agents, who keep one 

to show. D. R. P R I N D L E , Patentee & Proprietor, 

Dov-lt East Bethany, N. Y. 

N E W "WORK ON G R A P E CIDLOTKE. 
T N PRESS, AND NEARLY READY — " PRACTICAL 
X GRAPE CULTURE." By John Phin, author of "Open 
Air Grape Culture." Price $1.25. 
American News Company, 119 Nassau Street, N e w York, and 

John Phin, Havana, N. Y. nov-lt 

P R E S E R V E T O U R FRUIT. 
SPEtfOEE'S 
PATENT SELE-SEALING 

FKIJIT JARS. 
THE MOST RELIABLE, 

.A. Perfect Success. 

The Easiest to Open and Close. 

Will Produce the Greatest and Most 
Perfect Vacuum, without which 

jg Fruit will not Keep. 
^g=l B ^ " Consult your interests and buy 
j^=no other. Wholesale headquarters, No. 
z^= 23 Exchange st. 

COLEMAN & BARNES. 

TAKE YOUR CHOICE! 

$55.00 Heeler & Wilson, or' Groier & LMer 
SEWING M .A. O H I N E , 

For Sixteen New Subscribers to the 

NEW YORK OBSERVER, 
Before tine First of January Next. 

O N and A F T E R J A N U A R Y 1, 1867, w e shall require 

e i g h t e e n new Subscribers. Nearly 

TMKEE HUNDRED MACHINES 

have been given as Premiums by us. 

Samplo copies and ciroulars sent to any address free. 

Terms—$3*50 a Year, In Advance* 

SIDNEY E. MORSE, Jr., & Co., 

-.- y0.v 

A D I R O N D A C G R A P E N U I R S E E T A N D 

VINEYARD. 

SUPERIOR VINES AT LOW PRICES. 

Forty thousand Adirondac Grape vines, of 1, 2, and 3 years. 
The earliest and beet Native Grape. 

Also Iona, Israella, Allen's Hybrid, Delaware, Diana, Concord' 
Creveling, Cuyahoga, Hartford Prolific, Maxatawnay, Milest 
Rogers' Hybrid, Rebecca, Sherman, Union Village, &c. 

Sample Vines, securely packed, and sent by mail when ordered. 

Priced and Descriptive Catalogue sent on application. 

JOHN W. BAILEY & CO., 
oct-2t Plattsburg, Clinton County, N. Y. 

G E A P E VINES. 
"1 A H n A n n GEAPE VINES FOR SALE.-Con-
1 , U U U ^ \ J \ J \ J cord, $70 per 1,000. Norton's Vir
ginia, Hartford, Diana, Ives1 Seedling, Delaware, and all other 
sorts in proportion. Doolittle's Blaok Cap Raspberry Plants 
only $15 per 1,000; by the 10,000 only $10. Send stamp for 
Essays on Grape Culture, and Catalogue, to 

DR. H. SHRODEE, 
oct-2t Bloomington, Ilk 

B O O K S FOR. F A R M E R S . 

For Sale at the Office of the American Farmer. 

Allen's Farm Book $1.50 
Allen's Rural Architecture 1.50 
Bridgman's Fruit Manual 75 
Bridgman's Young Gardener's Assistant 2.00 
Brown's Field Book of Manures ' 1.50 
Biiist's Kitchen Gardenor 1.00 
Burr's Garden Vegetables 2.50 
Canary Birds, Manual for Bird Keepers...... 50 
Coles' American Fruit Book „ 75 
Dadd's Horse Doctor 1.50 
Dadd's Cattle Doctor 1.50 
Danas Muck Manual 1.00 
Downing's Fruits and Fruit Trees of America £.. 8.00 
Downing's Cottage Architecture 8.00 
Darlington's American "Weeds and Useful Plants 1.75 
Everybody's Lawyer 1,60 
Farmer's Every Dtfy Book 8.00 
Farm Drainage—French 1,50 
Field's Pear Culture 1.25 
Flax Culture 50 
Fuller's Grape Culturist 1.50 
Hop Culture 40 
Gardening at the South 1.25 
Horse and his Diseases, by Jennings 1.60 
Horse Doctor, or Complete Farrier 15 
Horse Taming, by Earey 15 
Johnson's Elements 1.25 
Johnson's Agricultural Chemistry 1.75 
Klippart's Land Drainage 1.50 
Klippart's Wheat Plant 1.50 
Langstroth on the Bee 2.00 
Manual of Agriculture, by Emerson and Flint 100 
Miner's Poultry Book 50 
Miss Beecher's Domestic Receipt Book ,. 1.50 
Munn's Land Drainer 75 
M y Farm of Edgewood 2.00 
Onion Culture 25 
Our Farm of Four Acres 80 
Phin on Grape Culture 1.50 
Pardee on Strawberries 75 
Quinby1s Mystery of Bee Keeping 
Rogers' Scientific Agriculture 
Sloan's Homestead Architecture, 2U0 engravings 
Ten Acres Enough , 
The Practical Shepherd, by Randall 
The Farm , 
The Garden 
The House 
The Barn Yard 
The American Rose Culturist 
The American Florist's Guide 
Tobacco Culture 
Todd's Young Farmer's Manual 
Tucker's Animal Register. 
Wet Days at Edgewood 
Woodward's Country Homes 
Woodward's Graperies and Horticultural Buildings. 1.50 
Woodward's Grapes and Wine 1,50 
W a x Flowers &00 
Youatt on Cattle 
Youatt on the Hog 
"*" "itt QU tbA w-**-» , 
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YICK'S 
ILIiTTSTBATEB CATALOGUE 

or 

HARDY BULBS, 

FOR THE AUTUMN OF 1 8 6 G, AND 

FLORAL C3-XJIIDE!, 
Is now published. It contains descriptions of the best 

Hyacinths, Tulips, Crocuses, Lilies, &c, 

With full descriptions and plain and full directions for Planting, 
Culture, Prices, &c Hlustrated with numerous fine engravings, 
and a beautiful colored plate of the 

Single aud Double Tulip aud Scilla. 

My importations from the best Bulb Growers of Holland are this 
Season larger than ever before, and I flatter myself the finest lot 
of Bulbs ever brought to this country. 

THIS CATALOGUE AND GUIDE 

Is published for the benefit of my customers, and I will forward 
it to every one as rapidly as possible. To all others, I charge 10 
cents per copy, which is not half the cost Postage prepaid to 
alL All lovers of flowers who design to plant Bulbs this fall 
will find it to their interest to obtain my catalogue. 

Address, JAMES VICK, 
sep-tf Rochester, N. Y. 

IONA! IONA! IONA! 
ADIRONDAC! ADIRONDAC! 

I S I S , A E L L A ! I S H A I E I / L A ! 

» I j S, offer for sale a very largo and well grown stock of the 
V V above 

Wow "Varieties of Grape "Vines, 
grown from single eyes, in borders having strong fibrous roots 
and well ripened wood, which cannot fail to give satisfaction to 
those who may favor ns with their orders. Prices moderate.̂  
Also the older varieties. A very fine stock of Concord, Diana, 

Hartford Prolific, Creveling, Delaware, Catawba, Isabella, Allen's 
Hybrid. „ ,, . 
Large stock of Standard .Pears, mostly four years old, 6trong, 

handsome, thrifty trees, many of them extra size. Also, Dwarf 
Cherry, Standard Cherry, Plums, Apricots—a large supply. 
Strawberry Plants.' 
Agriculturist, Enssell's Prolific, Triomphe de Gande, Wilson's 
Albany. 

O r n a m e n t a l . 
New American •Weeping "Willow, Weeping Mountain Ash 
Eosemary Leaved Willow, Norway Spruce, Balsam Fir, Austrian 
Fine, 8 to 4 feet̂ -cheap. Seedlings of Chevy, Apple and Plum. 
Catalogues furnished on application. 

oct_2t "W. & T. SMITH, Geneva, N. T. PHILADELPHIA, 
T H E LAEGEST, BEST, AND MOST PRODUCTIVE 

Hardy Easpbcrry. Stood unprotected 16 o below, and 106 ° 
above zero, and averaged over $12 per bushel the past summer. 
JTIetcalf's Early a n d Agriculturist Straw

berries-—Wilson's Early a n d Kittattinny 
Blackberries. 

Other Vines, Plants, and Trees for sale. Send for Catalogues 
gratis. WILLIAM PAEEY, 
sept-4t Cinnaminson, N. J. 

P R E M I U M F A B M GRIST MIIX. 
SIMPLE, CHEAP, AND DURABLE.—Will grind all kinds 

of grain rapidly. Is adapted for all kinds of horse power. 
Bend for Dwrip*. O t a d - ^ r i t o - ^ & B E 0 

oot^f Philadelphia, Pa. 

THE OLDEST ESTABLISHMENT 
IH THE TJHITED STATES. 

OYER FORTY THOUSAND P f II USE!! 

GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

SCHOOL OEGANS, 

iff ] •'"• $:M& 

X^^^M 
^ij§2jjp:' 1: % • Is pi pps 

W I T H M A N U A L SUB BASS! 
Combining all of their Eecent Improvements: 

Divided Swell, Graduated Swell, Basso Tenuto, Organ 
Melodeon, &c. 

The Basso Tenuto, Divided Swell, and Graduated Swell, can 
only be obtained in Melodeons of our manufacture. 
Can he found at all the principal Music Stores throughout tho 

United States, Canada, and the British Provinces. No other 
musical instrument ever obtained the same popularity. 
Manufactory, corner of Niagara and Maryland streets, Buffalo, 

New York. 
Wholesale depot, 89 Washington street, Chicago, HI. 

We now manufacture Over forty different styles of tho Melo
deon, Organ Melodeon, School Organ, Automatic Organ, &c., and 
during the existence or our manufactory, have sent forth 

A GREATER NUMBER OF INSTRUMENTS 

than the whole of the other manufactories In the United States 
oomblned I And we have the proud satisfaction of adding, we 
have never had an instrument returned from any imperfections 
or deficiency in construction. 
%W Our New Illustrated Catalogue, just issued, is sent, free 

of postage, to any applicant. 
%m~ Address orders or communications to 

GEO. A. PRINCE <fc CO., 
Buffalo, N. TT., or 

GEO. A. PRINCE & CO., 
Chicago, 111. 

All Melodeons of our manufacture, either sold by us or dealers 
in any part of the United States or Canada, are warranted to be 
perfect in every respect; and should any repairs bo necessary 
before the expiration of FIVE TEAKS from date of sale, we 
hold ourselves ready and willing to make the same free of charge, 
provided the injury is not caused by accident or design. 
Agents for the sale of our Melodeons may be found in all prin

cipal cities and towns In the United States and Canada. oct-8m 
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rpHE G R E A T FAMILY SEWINGMACHINE. 

E L A S T I C S T I T C H 

SEWING MACHINES, 
Are Superior to all others for the following reasons: 
1. They sew direet from the spools, and require no rewinding 
of thread. 

2. They are more easily understood and used, and less liable to 
derangement than other machines. 
8. They are capable of executing perfectly, without change of 

adjustment, a much greater variety of work than any other 
machine. J 

4. The stitch made by these machines is much more firm, 
elastic and durable, especially upon articles which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch. 
0. This stitch, owing to the manner in which the thread is in

wrought, is much the most plump and beautiful in use, and 
retains this plumpness and beauty even upon articles frequently 
washed and ironed until they are worn out. 
6. The structure of the seam is such that, though it be cut or 

broken at intervals of only a few stitches, it will neither open, 
run, or ravel, but remain firm and durable. 

7. Unlike other machines, these fasten both ends of the seam 
by their own operation. 
8. "With these machine!), while silk la used upon the right or 

face side of the seam, cotton may be used upon the other side 
without lessening the strength or durability of the seam. This 
can be done on no other machine, and is a great 6aving upon all 
articles fatitched or made up with silk. 
9. These machines, in addition to their superior merits as 

instruments for sewing, by a change of adjustment, easily learned 
and practiced, execute the most beautiful and permanent em
broidery and ornamental work. l 

GROVER & BAKER S. M. CO. 
495 Broadway, New York, 

ap-tf or, 48 State St., Rochester, 

AND FAMILY VISITANT, 
Is a Monthly Magazine for Mothers and the Household, embellish
ed with Engravings and Music It is practical in purpose, sub
stantial in matter, attractive in style, and furnishes a salutary 
Christian Literature for the Family. To aid Mothers in their 
noble but difficult work, and to make the household healthy, 
happy, useful, and good, is the object of TIIE J O U R N A L . 
ONE DOLLAR AND A HALF A TEAR. 
Five copies, $7. Ten copieB, $13. Single numbers, 15 cents. 
Agents wanted in every church, town, and village, to secure sub
scribers. Direct all letters to M O T H E R S 1 J O U R N A L , 
sep-tf BOO Broadway, New York. 

P R E M I U M 

CHESTER WHITE PIGS 
F1 O H 8AL E. 

SEAT BY EXPRESS TO ALL PARTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

FOR CIRCULARS AND PRICES, ADDRESS, 

N. P. BOYER & CO, Gum Tree. Chester Co., Penn. 

CHESTER WHITES. 
T H E SUBSCRIBER, the original shipper of this popular 

breed of swine, continues to fill orderB from his extensive 
stock and other well selected and premium stock on reasonable 
terms. Send for a circular embracing all necessary information 
for breeding and management. Address, THOS. W O O D , 
aep-8t* Doe Run, Chester Co., Pa. 

KNITS A STOCKING SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE,— 
it sets up its own work, knits the heel into the stocking and 
narrows off the toe, leaving only a small opening at the heel, 
and no hand-knitting. It knits any size, without removing 
needles, from two loops, forming a cord, up to its full capacity; 
widens and narrows by varying the number of loops, and knits 
the "Wide Single Flat Web, the Double Flat Web, the Plain 
Ribbed Flat Web, and the Fancy Ribbed Flat Web, with fiel-NO OTHER MACHINE IN THE WORLD CAN DO ANY 

OF THESE THINGS : 
It Knits Shawls, Hoods, Nubias, Sacks, Breakfast Capes, Jack

ets, Shirts, Undershirts, Drawers, Children's Cloaks, Boy's 
Suits, Comforts, Smoking and Skating Caps, Snow Shoes, Leg-
gins, Affghans, Cravats, Suspenders, Purses, Tidies, Gloves, Mit
tens, &c, &c. Knits a Yard of Plain Work in T E N M I N U T E S ; 
a pair of socks complete in half an hour. For • Families, Wool 
Growers, Manufacturers, Merchants, &c, it is the most money 
making and labor-saving invention of the age. 
IT IS SIMPLE, DURABLE, AND EASILY OPERATED. 
The Sewing Machine is confined to sewing together parts of 
fabrics. The Knitting Machine actually Manufactures the fab
rics and fashions them into garments. Its owner thus pockets 
A L L TnE PROFITS. W o m e n arc earning from $15 to $25 per week 
knitting Hosiery and Staple and Fancy Worsted articles. The 
Farmer doubles the value of his wool by converting it into knit 
goods. His girls or boys prepare it for the market without ex
pense. From 100 to 100 per cent profit on every article produced 
by it Highest Premium Gold Medals awarded it at the late Fair 
of the American Institute, N e w York, T H E EXHIBITION O F T U B 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S OHAHITABLE ASSOCIATION, B O S T O N — T H E HIGHEST 

PREMIUM AT EVERY STATE AND COUNTY FAIR Where it haB befiD 
exhibited, ECLIPSING A L L O T H E R MACHINES. 

BALES ROOMS. 
Rochester, N. Y., 26 Smith's Arcade. 
Buffalo, N. Y., 800 Main Street. 
Cleveland. O., 48 Public Square. 
Cincinnati, O.. 148 West Fourth Street. 
Detroit, Michigan, 158 JeffersoD avenue. 
Chicago office, 79 Washington street. 
St Louis, Mo., 24 North Fifth street 
Davenport, Iowa, 24 North Brady street 
I£^~Send for Circular, enclosing stamp. 

LAMB KNITTING- MACHINE MANUFACTURING CO. 
au-tf ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

AGENTS, ATTENTION ! 

I W I S H AGENTS—competent to canvass and engage others 

to canvass in every county in Western N e w York, to Bell 
the best book now published. 
" Tried and True; or, Law and Loyalty." 
One Agent reports FIFTY-ONE orders In five days. One, 

T W E N T Y - S E V E N in two dayB. Another, T W E N T Y - T W O in 
one day. Just the book for tho times. Great inducement* 
offered. For full particulars, address, 

W. J. HOLLAND, 
oct-2t Springfield, Mass. BR. H. S. MILLER, 

ID E3 1ST T I S T , 
T S ALWAYS READY TO ATTEND TO THE NECESSITIES 
J_ of those desiring Dental Services, and the public are assured 
that for promptness, as well as quality and price of work he 
will give entire satisfaction. 
T E E T H E X T R A C T E D W I T H O U T P A I S . 
Call and see us. Remember the number—over 
59 STATE STREET, ROCHESTER, N, Y. (West Side.) 

A R T AND PASTIME. 
F O R T W E N T Y - F I V E CENTS, 1 will send by'mail, free. 

directions whereby any one can master the beautiful an 
of either Antique, Oriental, or Grecian paintiDg, Ornamental 
Leather, or Cone work. W M . II. W H I T E , 
sep-tf South Windsor, Conn. 
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MANUFACTURER OF 

BOARDMAN & GRAY'S PATENT IMPROVED INSULATED IRON RII AND FRAME 

FUll, ROUWD, MELLOW TONE-EASY AND ELASTIC TOUGH, ELEGANT AND ORNAMENTAL IN APPEARANCE. 

WAREROOMS, CORNER OF BROADWAY AND NORTH TERRY STREET, ALBANY, N. Y. 

The INSULATED IRON RIM AND FRAME PIANO 

FOBTE8 are unequalled in all that constitutes 

A PERFECT INSTRlIMEIfT. 

They are all made under the supervision of Mr. James A. 

Gray, who has been engaged in the business over THIRTY 

years. 

Address, 

These Piano Fortes have receive* 

TWENTY GOLB MEDALS AM DIPLOMAS 

from the different Fairs and Institutes. 

An Illustrated Circular \vill be sent on application, from which 

a person can select with full confidence that as good an instru

ment will be sent, as if the person selected for himself. 

WOT. McCAOTOTOW, 

(Successor to Messrs. Boardman, Gray, <k Co., 

ALBANY, N. T. 

DOTY'S 
CLOTHES WASHER, 
using boiling-hot suds, saves three-fourths 

the labor and time—takes out all the 
dirt^-no sore hands—no foetid air—no in
fo ury to the clothes. 

11 It really merits all the good that can 
•Rural New Yorker. 

THE UNIVERSAL 

CLOTHES WRINGER, 

COG-WHEELS, 

wrings clothes almost dry, without injury 
to the most delicate garments, and never 

gets tired or out ra order. 
^"Exclusive right of sale given to the first responsible appli

cant from each town. . 
Sand fbrCirculsrs, giving wholesale and retail terms. 

B. C. BKOWNING, General Agent, 
82 CWBIXAHDT STEKBT, N E W YOBK. 

oct-tt (Opposite Merchants* Hotel) . 

AGENTS W A N T E D 

F O R THE N E W 'UNION V. S. HAP.-A Copper
plate County, Railroad, and Battle-Field Map, showing 

everything from the Atlantic to the Pacific; 88 by 56 Inches; 
and for the 

REBELLION BATTLE BOOK. 
A profusely illustrated, 700 page, royal octavo, One Volume 
History of the Civil War, with 368 distinct battle descriptions. 
The best book for agents extant. And also for Hundreds of N e w 
Maps, Charts, Engravings, and Photographs in great variety. oct-8t 

' H. II. L L O Y D & CO., Publishers, 
No. 21JohnStreot,N. Y. 

WOOJJ-SAWlMLl MAUMINUJKY. -
H O R S E - P O W E R S , <Ssc., SK. For Illustrated Circulars, 

containing description, &c, &c, address, 
J, W . M O U N T , Medina Iron Works, 

jept-tf Medina, Orleans Co., N. T. 
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THE AMERICAN FARMER 
F O R 

1 8 6 7 . 1 8 6 7 . 

THE PRA0TI0AL FARMER'S OWN PAPER. 

Tne Cheapest and Best Asricnltural and Horti
cultural Paper in America. 

CIRCULATES Iff EVERY STATE AND TERRITORY, 

T E R M S . 
One Copy, One Year. $1.00 
Five Copies " '• 400 
Ten Copies " " 7.50 
and any larger number at the same rate, or SEVENTY-FIVE 
Cents each. 
^ ~ A FREE COPY TO THE GETTER UP OF A CLUB 

OF TEN. 
• «P> . 

TABLE OF PREMIUMS TO AGENTS 
F O R 

Subscribers to the American Farmer, 

1 Tucker's Annual Register, 5 at SOc each $ 80 
2. Miner's Domestic Poultry Book 50 8 
8. A Free Copy of T H E F A R M E R for 1866 or 

1867, unbound 1 00 10 
4. Manual of Agriculture, or any book worth 1 00 10 
6. Bound Vol. A M . F A R M E R for 1S66 1 2 5 12 
6. A beautiful Steel Engraving of Gen. Grant.. 8 00 20 
7. A beautiful Steel Engraving of Pres. Lincoln 8 00 20 
8. A set of Agricultural Books, worth 5 00 20 80 
9. Both of the above Engravings 6 00 24 82 

10. A Choice Collection of Flower Seeds 6 00 24 82 
11- " " " " 10 00 84 50 
12. A n Agricultural Library 10 00 24 50 
18. Barometer, Woodruff's Mercurial 10 00 84 50 

If „ " " " 12 00 40 60 
15. Webster's Pictorial Dictionary, latest edition 12 00 40 60 
16. Fifty Colored Fruit Plates, different, bound 12 50 40 60 
17. Choice Poultry, any variety, one trio 15 00 50 75 
18. A n Agricultural Library 15 00 50 75 
19. Barometer, Woodruff's Mercurial 18 00 60 86 
20. A n Agricultural Library 20 00 70 90 
81. One hundred Colored Fruit Plates, all diffcr-

cnt,bound 25 00 80 120 
22. A n Agricultural Library ; 25 00 SO 120 
28. Franklin Sewing Machine 80 00 100 140 
24. A n Agricultural Library 30 00 100 140 
25. Two hundred Colored Fruit Plates, all differ

ent, bound 50 00 150 200 
26. An Agricultural Library 50 00 150 200 
27. Grover & Baker Sewing Machine 55 00 125 225 
28. Lamb Knitting Machine 65 00 200 250 
29. Pure Bred Merino R a m 100 00 800 400 
80. In addition to the above, 

TWENTY DOLLARS, IN CASH, 
will be given to the person who 'sonds in THE LARGEST 
N U M B E R O F S U B S C R I B E R S to T H E F A R M E R before the 1st 
day of February, 1867. 

JS~ Postmasters, and all friends of agricultural improvement 
are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscriptions. 

Address, JOHN TURNER, 

Publisher and Proprietor, 

Rochester, N. Y. 

W A N T E D 

1,000 FARMERS! 
To Sell My Publications, 

THIS FALL AND WINTER, 

Either on a Salary or Commission. Would engage a few who can 

devote only a part of their time to the business. Address, 

W . J, HOLLAND & CO., 
n°v-lt Springfield, Mass, 

^G-EINTS W A N T E D 
FOR THE 

NEW UNION UNITED STATES MAP. 

A Copperplate, County, Railroad, and Battle-Field Map, show
ing everything from the Atlantic to the Pacific; 3 8 by 5 6 
inches ; and for the 

REBELLION BATTLE-BOOK 
A profusely illustrated, 700 page, roval octavo, One Volnnv) 
History of the Civil War, with 268 distinct battle descriptira's. 
The best book for agents extant. 

And also for 

Hundreds of N e w maps, Charts, Engravings, 
and Photographs In Great Variety. 

H. H. LLOYD & CO., 
nov Publishers, No. 21 John Street, N. Y. 

C O N T E N T S O P T H I S N U M B E R . 

AGRICULTURE. 

November .... 

Work for the Month '.'.'.'.'....'.'.'.'. 
The Pig—His Characteristics, &c '. 
Gas Tar for Posts, &c [ 
Our Kansas Letter '" 
Our Texas Letter ." 
Notes for the Month, by "8. W." '.'.'.".'.'... 
H o w W e Farm it in the Genesee country—No 9 . ... 
Farm Talk—No. 6 
Notes from Canada .'].'.'.'.'.'... 
Report on Scoured Fleeces 
The Great Corn Field of tho Wost .'.".'.'.'.'.'..'.' 
Prize Essays 

On Different Breeds of Sheep '. 
O n Recreation and Amusement of Farmers and their 

Families in Winter 
On Farming in Connecticut 
On Winter Work on the Farm 

Notes from Pennsylvania and Elsewhere 
Maine Items 
HORTICULTURE. 
The Garden 
Monroe County Fail*—Horticultural Department 
The Anemone 
Improved Hop Dryer 
Experience with Grapes, by " W . C." 
Preparing Trees to Endure tho Winter .' 
Tho Newer Pears ;. 

LADIES DEPARTMENT. 

Fashions 849 
Domestic Receipts 849 

EDITOR'S TABLK. 

Prize Essays 850 
Notes on the Weather 861 
Monroe County Fair 851 
Illinois State Fair 841 
Indiana State Fair 852 
Michigan State Fair 852 
N e w York State Fair and Hop Crop 852 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 
The Pig 880 
Sheep 840,841 
Hop Dryer...., 847 
The Anemone 846 

STEREOTYPED BY J 1 LENNOX, 62 BUFFALO ST., EOOnESTEB, N. T. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



E N T B E B D according to Act of Congress, in the year 1866, by J O H K TTJBNEE, in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the United 

States, for the Northern District of N e w York. 

ROCHESTER, N, Y., DECEMBER, 1866. No. 12. 

The year grows old, and wanes to its close, 

Like weary mortal greyed and bent with age, 

W h o , tired of cares and life's unfruitful wage, 

Impatient waits the hour that brings repose. 

The days are short, and seem to wane apace; 

The noonday sun shines slantwise down the hill, 

The air is sharp—the latest tinkling rill 

Is firmly closed in winter's stern embrace. 

The streams are bridged, and ponds are all aglare 

With polished fields that tempt the skater's skill, 

From distant woods and forest covered hill, 

The woodman's ax sounds sharply on the air. 

The rumbling wheels grate harshly on the ear; 

While cutting winds from farthest Northland blow, 

Or noiseless runner cleaves the yielding snow 

With which December shrouds the dying year. 

Me. «• *• "• 

WORK FOR THE MONTH. 

WITH December the winter months set in, and 

the work on the farm, is reduced to the homestead. 

The ground gets frozen hard, to gather rigor for the 

coming year, and we must retire ourselves to store 

our minds with a fresh supply of knowledge, which 

we can only obtain by careful reading and study. 

The farmers of this country generally allow them

selves to believe, that with the coming in of the 

winter months, the chief business and duties of the 
year to them, at least, are done, and with self-con

gratulation, the successful husbandman looks back 

upon the spring's busy plowing and seeding, sum
mer's noon-day heat, and evening balm, the perse

vering hoeing, and cultivating, giving place to the 

autumn sickle, and the triumphal gathering into 
the garner of the fruits of his labors, and com

placently assures himself, that the season of rest 
has come, and on the whole, he is right. What 

person, society, or community, has earned a better 
right than the farmer, to a little recreation from toil 

and care, but the truth is, it is not that we have ac
quired a right to a little relaxation and pleasure, but 
that the stern grasp of necessity, ,the cold, dreary, 
bitter, stormy winter, warns us to discontinue our out

door labors, and betake ourselves to our comfortable 
homes and firesides, where we can take rest for our 
bodies, and find time for thought. 

THOUGHT—That is it. How many farmers ever 
imagine, that it is our duty to think, that the eve

ning of the year, is the time that God gives us for 
restrospection or reviewing of the past, and laying 

plans for the future, not that we would infer that 

American farmers do not think, or that they are less 

intelligent than farmers of other countries, ior we 
believe otherewise, but we do affirm that the winter 

months should witness to the agricultural manufac

turer, a more earnest thoughtfulness and syste

matic improvement, in all that is true, and good 

and noble, and as we Baid, in the January number : 
" It is well we have these land marks—these way-

stations on the track of time, where we can stop for 

a moment to take a note of the extent of our travels, 
and whither they are tending. They afford a good 

opportunity to take a new start for the future. Wise 

is he who learns by the past how to act in the 

present." 

From these preliminary remarks, it will be readily 

perceived that our idea of the work for the month 

partakes of a more intellectual bias, than have our 

notes/from month to month, of the departing year. 

The proper work for the month, is first and most 

important, attention to the wants and eomforts of 

our domestic animals. See that their every want is 

well supplied, let the food and water be regularly 

furnished, and we would here suggest that a variety 
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oi food would be relished by them, and add greatly 

to their permanent improvement. Too much atten

tion cannot be paid to ventilation and the cleanli

ness of animals in the winter season, and for this 

reason, the farmer should be well supplied with a 

good stock of sweet, well kept, wholesome straw, 

and the stables and sheds constantly cleansed and 

well littered with fresh straw at regular intervals. 

Nothing like 

S Y S T E M — i n all farm work, especially in wintering 

animalB, as then the temptation is resisted of taking 

our own ease at the warm fire side, to the neglect' 

of their comfort. 

H O U S E H O L D D U T I E S — W e have no sympathy with 

those occasionally found husbands and farmers 

sons, who think it is beneath their manliness to 

wait upon the women folks. It is their duty certain

ly to bring in all the wood and water needed, to do 

all the milking sven to the stripping of the udder, 

which no good milker will neglect, and in fact to do 

all in their power to relieve the ever arduous duties 

of the faithful farmer's wife. There will be time, 

during the long months of winter, many hours, 

which when every physical duty being properly 

performed, would hang wearily on our hands, if not 

turned to good account by thought, laving plans for 

the future, and careful reading of reliable agricultural 

books and papers. Every farmer's household 

should have a room, where those who have the 

leisure can retire for reading, writing or study, and 

this Bhould be called the 

LIBRARY—Nothing adds more to the comfort, 

and happiness, and general appearance, of a farmer's 

house, or speaks more for the intelligence of its in

mates, than a book case or a few shelves well supplied 

with good agricultural, horticultural and other 

books, and here we would suggest that the farmers 

write, for 

O U R O W N P A P E R — It cannot be possible that the 

year has flown, and left nothing peculiar or interest

ing to mark its passage. If anything has occurred 

in your agricultural experience of interest to you, 

if any new idea has been tried, and has proved a 

failure or a success, why not take pen, ink and paper 

and jot it down, for the benefit of T H E A M E R I C A N 

' F A R M E R ' S family. Give us plain, simple statements 

of facts, as they have occurred, and thereby benefit 

others with the knowledge you have gained by 

practical observation. Many hours, too, can be profit

ably spent in 

THE WORKSHOP OR TOOLHOUSE—which should 

be on every farm. W h e n the stormy blasts are 

blowing, attend to the repairs that have been post

poned from time to time. If the seed drill wants 

good time to attend to it, and you will soon find, 

that it will be one of the pleasantest rooms on the 

farm. 

A N D ere the close of this month, we trust you 

will do one thing more, for yourself and us, and that 

is, that you will speak a good word to your neigh

bors, about T H E F A R M E R , renew your own subscrip

tion, and send the names of your friends along, so 

that we may have the pleasure of wishing you all, 

" A Happy N e w Year," in the January number of 

T H E AMERICAN FARMER, for 1867. 

WESTERN MICHIGAN. 

MESSRS. EDS.—This Eastern shore,of Lake Michi

gan, is to m e a very interesting part of the world, 

especially this particular point. W h e n I came here 

seven years since, there was not 100 acres, under 

even the widest cultivation, within a circuit of 10 

miles diameter; but we had fourteen sawmills, and 

the necessary stores and shops, with 1,700 inhabi

tants. These mills have since been enlarged and 

improved, and seven new ones added, all now in 

full operation, three more in building, and several 

sites purchased for that purpose. W e shall ship 

this season, near if not quite, 200,000,000 feet of lum

ber, besides large quantities of hewed timber, lath, 

shingles and railroad ties. W e have now, 5,000 in

habitants, two large propellers, making each tri

weekly trips to Chicago, carrying freight and passen

gers, one large side-wheel steamer, ditto, a semi-daily 

tug to Grand Haven, an hourly steam ferry across 

Lake Muskegon, besides scores of sail vessels con

stantly coming and going, and making in all, sixty 

arrivals into our harbor, in one day last month. 

And though agriculture has not kept pace with this 

general improvement, the fact is preculiarly interest

ing to me, that the whole world seemingly, are now 

adopting m y ideas advanced timidly and generally 

scouted, seven years since, that this whole region 

from St. Joseph to Grand Traverse, was designed by 

Nature for a fruit garden. And I have the further 

and more gustatory satisfaction this season to par

take abundantly of strawberries, peaches, grapes, 

and all the small fruits from plantings, made with 

m y own hands as well as of the finest of field and 

garden vegetables all grown on land which I took, 

not from the hand of Nature, but covered with 

grubs, brush, logs and stumps, as the all-desolating 

lumbermen left it, thinking there was no further 

use for it, except to help hold the world together. 

Muskegon, Mich. 8, B. P. 

B O N E S . — T h e simplest way to prepare bones for 

manure is to break them into small pieces with a 

hammer, and mix with an equal quantity of earth 
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THE HONEY BEE. 

WRITTEN FOB THE AMERICAN FARMER, EY "o. D." 

THE " Mystery of the Honey Bee," was treated of 
in the numbers for April, M a y and July. • In the 
first article, the " Mystery" was held to be solved, 
though the two other writers thought it untouched, 
as did also many readers. Yet its author stated 
that the solution is the result of long observation, 
is founded on known facts, and exhibits the Creator's 
law of operation in the case. The facts are not 
stated ; indeed, the experiments made are not report
ed, and the " laws of nature that govern Honey 
Bees," are not seen to be derived from any facts and 
experiments. The reference of the author to Dal-
ton's H u m a n Physiology of 1864, gives no support 
to his solution. This is palpable to every reader of 
Dalton, in the edition of 1864, (to which he referred,) 
or of the two preceding editions. 

It has long been known that there are three sorts 
or forms of bees in a hive, the queen, the drone, and 
the worker. It is the received opinion of naturalists, 
and stated in the July number, that the queen is a 

perfect female, the drone is only male, and the worker 
is a female with an ovary not developed, so that 
she is only fitted for the maternal care of the family, 
and to accomplish the work. The queen and the 
worker have each a sting; the drone has no sting. 
The workers are very numerous, build the cells, and 
collect the honey. The queen deposits the im
pregnated eggs in cells made for them; larvae of 
the workers having the smallest cells, for they are 

the least in size ; the drones having larger cells, and 
the queen a longer cell, for she is longer than a 

drone. The drones do no work, and live on the 
honey collected by the workers, till after the swarm
ing, when the workers unite in speedily killing 
every one, stinging them to death. W h e n the 
queen is taken away or is killed, the workers tear 
down a, cell of the larva of a worker and build a 
larger cell around that larva, give it abundant food, 
of a gelatinous and stimulating quality, and that 
larva grows into a queen, possessing the true form 
and characters. Here is no mystery to be solved. 

The bees act according to the nature and instincts 
the Creator has given them. H o w the workers dis

tinguish u iirone larva from the worker, is not 
known; and so of many other particulars. The 
instinctive powers of animals are wonderful, always 
effecting the designed end, but they are a mystery 
only in the sense of our ignorance. W h y do the 
workers build their cells of the hexagonal form, ter
minated by a pyramid whose sides have the angle 

which mathematicians prove to give the greatest 

strength ? W h y does the dog, not a grass-eating 
animal, eat and swallow a certain grass for medicine ? 

Instinct, is the cause ; and this, without instruction 
or experience, leads infallibly to beneficial results. 

It is considered as an established fact, that the 
queen is simply and only a female. She lays eggs 
fecundated by the drone for queens and workers. 
The queen is a perfect female, and workers are unde
veloped females; and the workers' larvae are capable 
of full developement into queenB by the operation of 
the workers as already stated. Hermaphroditism is 
found, not in bees, but in some snails, the barnacles, 
Borne spiders, and more of the inferior classes. 
It is also maintained by high authority, that the 

queen, before impregnation by the male, lays drone 
eggs, or eggs whose lame are invariably changed 
into drones; a most remarkable fact-when the pro
visions in nature to secure fecundation are so 
abundant, and' the statement will doubtless here
after be shown by facts not to be percisely true. 
To use up this statement, the author in the April 
number gave a solution more mysterious than the 
mystery itself. There is no evidence of his assertion 
being true, that the queen, as hermaphrodite, could 
produce and lay only drone eggs ; or that the drone' 
eggs or their larvae, are changed to workers by any 
operation of the que'en or drone, or both of them. 

The prevalent opinion of distinguished naturalists 
is here briefly presented and will, I hope, be more 
appreciated by your readers, as it has taken some 
time in several months to come at the facts and 
principles. I should refer to some writers out of 
T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , if I had the liberty. 

HOW WE FARM IT IN THE GENESEE 
COUNTRY. 

REYNOLDS. 

N U M B E R T E N . 

MISCELLANOUS CROPS. 

There are other branches of husbandry to which 
the Genesee farmer, occasionally turns his atten
tion, but which can hardly be considered a part of 
our regular agriculture. 

TOBACCO. 

There have been two or three seasons when farm
ers were considerably excited on the subject of 
tobacco culture. The high prices which prevailed, 
and the brilliant anticipations of some enthusiasts, 
who figured a yield of a ton per acre, and a ready 
sale at twenty-five to thirty cents per pound, induced 
a number of farmers to embark in the culture of 
tobacco. A few, by heavy manuring, and high cul
ture, reached a ton per acre, but the majority fell 
far short of that figure. Then, instead of a ready 
sale, at high prices, most of them had to keep their 
crop over, and the same the next season, and the 
next, until they began to be anxious to sell at any 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



364 THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

price, and finally were glad to let buyers select out 

the better portions of their tobacco at ten to fifteen 

cents per pound. Thus exploded the great tobacco 

bubble. I noticed but one small tobacco patch in 
the vicinity of Eochester, the past season. The 

great mistake was—farmers failed to grow the 

quality of tobacco produced in the Connecticut 

Valley. I a m not prepared to say, that it is to be 
regretted, that tobacco culture proved unprofitable 

in the Genesee country. I believe that it is more 

elevating, more conducive to the moral improve

ment of the farmer, to grow such crops, only, as are 

a blessing to mankind, rather than those of doubtful 

utility. 
BROOM CORN. 

Broom corn is raised to a considerable extent, and 

with fair profit, since the price of brooms has ruled 
so high. Many farmers make, up their brush into 
brooms, during the winter, thus realizing greater 

profit from their crop. The plants are slow in 
getting started, and require more labor in the first 

hoeing, after which the culture is as easy as that of 
Indian corn. 

THE MILK BUSINESS. 

Quite a, number of farmers, in the vicinity of 

Eochester, find profitable employment in producing 

milk for the supply of the city. At the present 

prices of milk—six to seven cents per quart—a 

milkman, who understands his business, can make 
every cow average 60 to 75 cents per day—gross— 
the year round. To increase the quantity of milk, 

brewer's grains, and distillers slops are carted from 

the city and fed to the cows, both summer and 

winter—milkmen asserting that the best of pasture 

will not produce as much milk as the above feed. 

Coarse bran, mangel wurzel, and other watery 

roots, are also fed to them. 

One would suppose that milkmen would be satis
fied with diluting the milk thus, before it comes 

from the cow, but it is asserted that in some parts of 
the country they add water, freely, after it is in their 

cans, and use a patent compound to give it color 

and consistency. I hope, for the honor of the 

Genesee country, that our milkmen are not gulity 

of such dishonest practices. 

Here I close m y series of articles with the title, 
" H o w we farm it in the Genesee country." In these 
articles I have aimed to relate in a plain, simple 

manner, without exaggeration or literary pretension, 

our routine of farm labor, and in some instances, 

have suggested improvements. 

I presume that there are localities, where they 
farm it better—raise larger crops—and realize greater 

profits. Again, there are sections where the soil is 

more sterile—the markets poorer, or more difficult 

of access—farming jn a lower state, and the labors 
of the hllHVin.nrlmn.n IAHH prlpm-int.AlTT- T A W « I V 1 O ^ Tin* 

still, I think that farmers of all sections may gain 
wisdom from a free interchange of experience 

through this great mouthpiece of the agriculturist 
— T H E AMERICAN FARMER. 

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, N. H., FAIR. 

MESSRS. EDS. :—The first Annual Exhibition of 

the Exeter Agricultural and Horticultural Society, 
was held in the town hall in Exeter, on the 9th and 
10th of October. It being a . new society, and the 

first exhibition, every member, and even those w ho 
were not members, were very much interested, spar

ing no pains to render the hall as attractive as pos
sible. The morning of the 9th opened cloudy, 

dampening the prospects for a good time. But clouds 
and wind, or even rain, will not retard the progress 
of a good cause. At an early hour the products of 

mother earth, and the handiwork of the ladies began 
to pour in, and in such quantities that the com

mittees were almost at a loss to find room for it all, 
and long before noon the spacious hall was full to 
overflowing. 

The show of apples was splendid, far exceeding 

the expectations of all. There was a fine display of 

pears, grapes, &c. Potatoes of endless variety. 

Corn large and small, yellow and white, big cabbage; 

beets that "cant be beat"; turnips of different 
kinds, some thirty-six inches in circumference; 

Pumpkins that " were some, pumpkins." A large 
display of squashes, marrows, hubbard, turban 

crookneck, mammoth, &c, some weighing nearly one 

hundred pounds. The Bhow of poultry was good, com

prising Brahmas, Leghorns, Black Spanish, Bolton 

Greys, Natives, &c. Year old Brahmas, weighing 

from six to eight pounds, chickens five months old, 
laying eggs every day. Turkeys and ducks looked 
well. There was also a fine display of eggs. Then 

the bread and butter and cheese was enough to do 

one good to look at, much more to eat. So of the 

wines and jellies. Then the fancy department; 

all I can say of that is, it was splendid; showing a 
vast deal of interest on the ladies part, they sparing 

no pains or time to make the new society a success. 

There were many other things of which I cannot 

speak at this time, fori a m taking up too much room 

in your or rather " our" paper already. But let m e 

urge the people in every town to form agricultural 
and horticultural societies for the purpose of in

creasing the interest in these departments. It is a 
noble cause, and it should be sustained and encour
aged, not only by fanners themselves, but by every 

m a n and w o m a n in the land. L. 
Brentwood, N. H. 

IT is said that twenty-five tons of carrots can be 
raised on one acre of land, and that this amount is 
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SORGHUM CROWING. 

WRITTEN FOE THE AMEEICAN FARMER BY " Q. F.," READINGTON, N. J. 

MESSRS. EDS. :—A few remarks on the' subject of 

the production of sirup and sugar, by a practical 

producer, may not be without interest to the readers 

of T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R . I have raised sorghum, 

and assisted in the manufacture of it for five years, 

and find that there is nearly as much to be learned 

now as there ever was. In the year 1862, sorghum 

had scarcely been seen in Central N e w Jersey ; and 

molasses made from it was as rare, almost, as sheet

ings from Northern cotton. But in that year a few 

mills were introduced, and since then the cane 

enterprise has grown, until now almost every farmer 

raises enough cane to produce molasses for his own 

family use. It is certainly more pleasant to have a 

barrel of good, home-grown molasses in one's cellar, 

than to run to the store every week or two, and 

get molasses of inferior quality and superior price. 

Cane requires a warm and rather dry soil, shelly 

or gravely is best; clay or wet places should be 

avoided, as they produce rank cane, making very 

inferior sirup. The seed, which should be of the 

best kind, without any mixture with broom corn or 

similar plants, may be planted in.drills, or in hills 

like corn. 

As the season for planting is past, I will dwell 

more upon the gathering and manufacturing. 

Stripping is the chief part of harvesting. A great 

many men have contrived and patented » great 

many strippers, costing from a few shillings to as 

many dollars. Some are arranged to cut the top 

from the stalk, strip off the leaves, and cut the stalk 

from the ground, all by one blow. Others will only 

cut off the top and leaves ; but all claim to be the 

most perfect instrument of the kind in the world. 

But I would advise any one having a piece of cane 

to strip, to let the patent strippers alone, and make 

himself a light wooden sword with a straight blade, 

with which to do his work. The patent concerns 

are all made to strip both sides of the stalk at once, 

and therefore requires considerable care and time 

to strike the stalk right every time. With a wood-

en blade one side may be stripped at each blow, and 

the whole done in the most expeditious manner. 

After stripping, take a large knife and cut the heads 

off, below the top joint; then cut the stalks and 

bind them in medium sized bundles, with two 

bands. Thus by doing one thing at a time, you will 

get your crop harvested sooner, and with more satis

faction, than if you undertake to top, strip, and cut, 

all at once. 

With regard to manufacturing. Here it is done 

by one man, who owns mill and pan and charges a 

share of the product, or a certain cash price per 

gallon. The rate this season istwo-fifths of the pro

duct, or thirty-five cents per gallon. It requires con

siderable experience to produce the best results in 

all cases. The machinery used in this section is the 

Victor Mill and the Cook Evaporator, both made in 

Ohio. The syrup is, or should be boiled to a density 

of thirty-eight or forty degrees by Baume's saccha-

rometer. At this density there is little to fear of 

its fermenting or souring through the warm weather 

of the summer season. 

NOTES FOR THE MONTH, BY "S. W." 

WRITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

FARMERS AND THEIR CROPS. 

A letter from Cayuga county says that the corn 

crop in the old town of Scipio, except near the lake, 

" owing to the cold August and September, is not 

worth one-third of a sound crop." The wheat crop 

is fair, but little more than enough for home supply 

is now grown there; other crops are fair, but pota

toes are rotting badly. Seneca county is a wheat 

growing soil proper. Yet we hear of but one farmer 

who had grown 1,500 bushels of wheat, and another 

who will have nearly 1,000 bushels, and this is in 

Payette, the crack wheat growing town in the 

county. The majority of farmers there will not 

have 100 bushels of wheat to sell, and some none at 

all; barley is now more extensively grown, than 

wheat, even there; farther south in Romulus, I hear 

of but one farmer who has over 100 bushels to sell, 

and he is near the lake shore. In the north towns, 

much barley, oats, and corn is grown, but very little 

wheat. I asked a Pennsylvania German farmer the 

other day, why they did not grow more wheat now in 

Fayette, since they were no longer invaded by the 

insect. He replied, the farmers have got rich and 

lazy, all the smartest of their sons have gone west, 

and the lazy ones carry on the old farms. This I 

suppose accounts for the great enterprise of the 

farmers of the far west, who now make the great 

wheat and torn crops. And it would seem that the 

farther west, the greater is the industry and enter

prise ; California, but a few years ago, imported her 

breadstuff's from Chili, now she exports millions of 

bushels of wheat to England, all the way round the 

Horn; while here on the Atlantic slope, wheat and 

flour are at famine prices for home consumooion; 

and but for California we could not claim to be a 

wheat exporting nation at this time. 

Although there is much soft corn in this county, 

even the Dent variety has well ripened, that was 

planted early, on a well manured, well drained soil. 

I asked a farmer two years ago, how he had the 

patience to grow corn on a wet field without first 

underdraining it; he depended on the season, and 

was well satisfied with a small crop, as a reward' for 
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is labor. This season he had, hardly a bushel of 

ound corn. Oats will grow on almost any soil with 

ven slovenly culture ; hence we have a great many 

ats-selling farmers ; when a man brings in oats to 

ell to villages, it is prima facie evidence that he 

i a poor farmer; John Johnson has often bought 

oth oats and corn to feed to fatting cattle and 

heep, but he never sold a bushel. 

Wheat was once as easily grown as oats are now, 

ut we have no longer a virgin soil, and the finest 

Jlage with the aid of well prepared nitrogenous 

lanures are indispensable to the success of a wheat 

rop; hence it is that so many farmers have quit 

rowing large fields of wheat. Potatoes which do 

D much to lessen the consumption of wheat flour, 

ave yielded well this season, but the rot is upon 

lem, and they will be scarce and dear in the spring. 

!ven the early Yorks, dug before the rains, are 

erishing with dry rot, while the later varieties, 

arnet Chili's often excepted, are rotting fast, 

specially when grown on clay soil. 

There can be no doubt that the farmers in the 

airy regions will make the most money this 

iason; being impressed with the fact that Indian 

)rn is not indigenous with them, they plant only 

ie small early varieties, and but little of that; al-

ays manuring it highly 'and planting it only on 

arm, well drained soil; hence farmers there, gen-

ally have corn enough to fat their dairy fed hogs 
ren this untoward season. 

THE PROHIBITORY EXCISE ON GRAPE BRANDY. 

A California correspondent of the N e w York 
rorld writes from San Francisco, that a great meet-

g of the grape growers of four of the grape grow-

g counties was held at Napa City, to set forth and 

monstrate against the grievousness of the burden 

hich has been laid upon the grape interest by the 

3t Congress. Under the new law the tax imposed 

ion brandy distilled from native grapes, is raised 

)m 40 cents to $2.00 per gallon. It is impossible 

ider that tax to continue the manufacture of grape 

andy, as it amounts to an absolute prohibition. 

jreafter if this tax is continued, the grape growers 

ust lose all that portion of their crop which can-

t be used for wine. Their pumice, piguet, sedi-

ant, and refuse grapes which forms a large portion 

their material, cannot be used for wine, and must 

entirely lost, as long as the present tax on distil-

;ion is in force. There are now thirty stills in the 

th collection district, and no public warehouse con-

nient where the brandy can be held in bond ; and 

stored by the distiller, the duty must be paid forth-

th, or it is liable to seizure. Under the present 

v the loss to the vine growers will amount to 

e-fourth their gross products. The correspondent 

YS, " as the vine interest, now in its infancy, has 

abundantly shown that it is destined with anything 

like careful nurture, to become one, if not the great

est interest on the coast, the onerous injustice of 

strangling it while in its growth, and struggling 

into favor, is manifest." Such a tax is not only the 

death of a great branch of rural industry, but also 

a legislative premium held out to illicit distillation 

and smuggling? W h e n Congress placed a prohibi

tory excise on the distillation of whisky from 

grain under the farcical plea of increasing the reve

nue, temperance men were pleased with the pre

tence, and it undoubtedly saved millions of bushels 

of corn, to feed the country at a time when it most 

needed it; but as refuse grapes and the pumice from 

wine vats, cannot supply the place of grain in the 

animal economy, why should the distillation be thus 

tabooed; many- other branches of domestic industry 

instead of being burdened by taxation, are protect

ed by high tariffs, which increases the price to the 

cost of the consumer. Is it either right or financially 

wise, that American brandy an article so necessary 

in medicine and in the arts, should be thus taxed 

to prohibition, while so mahy other industrial 

interests are encouraged ? 

THE NATIONAL WOOL GROWERS AT CLEVELAND. 

This meeting on the 14th November, of the wool 

growing magnates of the land, brings to mind the 

recollection of the days, auld lang sine, from 1821 

to 1833, when year after year the cotton and woolen 

manufactures kept Congress in a state of perpetual 

siege, clamoring for increased duties for protection. 

In 1816, Mr. Calhoun the Mephistophiles of the South, 

generously voted for the first protective tariff on 

cotton fabrics, but he refused in 1821 to vote any 

farther increase, and afterwards became a pestilent 

nullifier. But the effect of increased protection was 

very much like that of brandy on the sailor; when 

half seas over, Jack was asked what he wanted 

most, he replied more brandy; it was just so with 

manufacturers before Congress, the more protection 

they got the more they needed ; the result was the 

more they got, the more they spent and lost by 

reckless expenditure, and the less they worked; and 

it was not until the tariff was annually reduced 

under the provisions of the compromise act, that the 

cotton manufactures began to recover from their 

debauch; industry, economy and great improve

ments in machinery, now became their true legiti

mate protection, and cotton manufacturers only grew 

richer, as they made goods cheaper, and so far from 

needing protection from without, they Boon became 

exporters of cotton goods to South America, China, 

and other parts of the world, successfully competing 

with the English manufacturers in foreign markets. 

Protection to American industry is a very seduc

tive phrase to the neophite in political economy; 
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but it has always proved that those trades which 

were protected least have succeeded, until since 

the inflated prices induced by the late war and the 

depreciation of the currency, not only American cot

tons, but manufactured wares, and machinery of all 

kindB, were exported from these United States to 

all parts of the world; 'tis true, and pity 'tis 'tis 

true, that owing to the present inflated state of 

things, our country has become " the poorest to buy 

in, and the best to sell in," of any other country in 

the civilized world ; but I would ask how is restric

tion on foreign trade going to help us 1 H o w can 

Buenos Ayres buy our wares, if we refuse to take 

her wool in payment, and if we prohibit foreign 

wool, to raise the price to benefit our wool growers, 

we also increase the price of cloth on the whole com

munity, and even the farmer must pay it, for he has 

now got bravely over spinning his own wool, and 

making his own cloth. 

But the Cleveland Convention has this in its 

favor, the Government needs revenue, and must 

have it, hence a duty on foreign wool will be levied 

to the extent that it can be made productive; and 

the duty for revenue will be incidental for protec

tion, and this is as much protection as the patriotic 

wool growers will ask, but the Morrill tariff is a 

prohibitory tariff, as Mr. Morrill himself confesses, 

that its provisions impose a duty on foreign wool 

equal to seventy-five per cent on its cost. The effect 

of such a tariff will be to give the trade in foreign 

wool to England, and to shut out the manufactures 

and the staples of the United States from those 

countries, for the benefit of English trade and 

manufactures. 

AN INCREDIBLE HAY CROP. 

The New England Farmer is responsible for the 

report that an acre and a half of poor land in St. 

Johnsbury, Vt., produced thirteen and a half tons 

of fine timothy hay this season. The land was 

plowed in August, 1865, top-dressed with forty-five 

loads of yard manure, well harrowed and sown with 

three pecks of timothy seed, and fifteen pounds of 

clover seed, and again harrowed and rolled, it yield

ed eight tons of timothy the last week in June, and 

five and a half tons more the first week in September. 

As much Italian rye grass has been grown to the acre 

in England by the aid of weekly libations of sewage 

or liquid manure. But any thing like such a crop 

of timothy has never before been reported by the 

agricultural press. 
H B g^.-atp— 

P E A straw is richer in oil, albuminous or flesh-

forming matter, than the straw of the cereals. The 

woody fibre is also more digestible. This fully 

accounts for th'e repute in which it is held as fodder 

for sheep and cattle. 

P AJK,lVlH.it. OOl 

THE HOP CROP OF 1866. 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMEEICAN FARMER, 

As the year is drawing to its close, a review of th< 

past season, relative to its bearing upon the hoj 

crop, will better enable us to see where we stand 

and to profit,, in future, by the lessons which i 

teaches concerning the culture of this plant. Farm 

ers were so discouraged last spring by the damages 

which, from different causes, their yards had sus 

tained for the three preceeding years, that manj 

gardens were left without cultivation. In manj 

instances hop gardens had been partially or whollj 

destroyed, the effect of early cutting the vines a 

picking; though these gardens are generally pro 

nounced " winter-killed," yet it is a well established 

fact, that hops are never " winter-killed," unless the] 

are previously enfeebled from loss of sap, (their life 

blood,) by cutting the vines near at the root, whei 

the crop is harvested. This evil can be entirely pre 

vented, and cannot therefore be classed among thosi 

with which the farmer is obliged to contend, whei 

engaged in the culture of hops. The ravages ol 

the aphis, during the past three years, have beei 

grievously felt. However, each year their depreda 

tions have been later in making their appearance 

and at the same time, remedies that are prett; 

effectual, when thoroughly applied, have been die 

covered here, and others, long used in foreign coun 

tries, introduced ; so that with a little labor at thi 

right moment, farmers can protect their hop gai 

dens from this plague while it remains with ue 

and we may hope for its final departure at no die 

tant day. 

It seems now, in view of the high prices whicl 

hops are bringing, and are likely to bring, that farm 

ers will resume their hop planting with vigor, am 

prepare to contend with enemies as they appear. 

The present crop has been mostly sold to speco 

lators at from 45 cents to 55 cents per pound. Thi 

brewers have bought few, as yet. The yield prove 

to be lighter than was generally anticipated. 1 

very few gardens have yielded 1,500 lbs. per acre 

A large majority have fallen far short of an averag 

erop ; not more than 500 lbs. per acre. Some hav 

produced one or two hundred weight, and som 

have not borne. The average yield this year ma; 

be set at 500 lbs. The quality is considered fail 

and this small yield, at fifty cents per pound avei 

ages $250,00 per acre for the whole of the lam 

devoted-to hop culture in this country. In 1864 

12,000,000 lbs., of hops were grown in the State o: 

New York. This year there will be less than 10 

000.000. N o w there are no old hops in the countrj 

aud no possibility of importations, as the crop i 

short, both in England and on the continent—ii 

England, loss than one half of last year's crot 
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From these indications, and from the fact that the 
consumption of hops is rapidly increasing in this 

country, the future prospects of the hop-planter are 

favorable. In fact, for some time to come, this must 

be the most paying crop raised. The great improve

ments in other branches of agriculture have been 

gradually introduced into general use, during the 

last twenty-five years, and the best of them were 

stoutly resisted by the ignorant and bigoted for a 

long time after their adoption by the more enlight

ened part of thei community. It took ten years of 

the most persevering industry to induce a general 

use of the horse rake, and so with all the best 

machines we have. This is an age of progress, and 

. the improvements in raising, drying, and baling 

hops will sooner go into general use than the horse 

rake or threshing machine, which paved the way for 

the introduction of other improvements. 

The question is frequently asked, " Will not the 

high price of hops, and the great profits, stimulate 

an over-production that will run the business into 

the ground 1" W e answer, " Not while there is a 

foreign demand." Our hops are admitted free of 

duty, into the English market. The freight, to be 

sure, is against us, but the price of land here, is only 

a tenth of that of the English planter,' while this 

land of ours produces more pounds per acre, of heps 

that are in England acknowledged to be thirty per 

cent stronger than theirs. Thus the advantages 

more than counterbalance the disadvantages. The 

kiln, illustrated in the November number, of . T H E 

A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , invented by Edward France, is 

such an improvement over the usual methods of 

building kilns, that it should be used whenever a 

new kiln is erected. It wastes none of the lupulin, 
or resinous flour, which constitutes the strength of 

the hops, making a saving of from one to three 

pounds to every kiln dried and saves the worst part 

of the labor. With these improvements hops can 

be produced of fine quality at 10 cents per pound, 

and pay as well as a grain crop. W h e n the planter 

has his yard and kiln properly arranged the labor 

and expense is about the same per acre as growing a 

crop of corn. F. W. COLLINS. 

OUR EASTERN LETTER-No. 6. 

WRITTEN FOE THE AMERICAN _ FARMER, EX 0. E. BRACKETT, 

BELFAST. MAINE. 

THE season of active farm operations has closed 

with these late autumn months, and in a few days 

winter in all its severity will be upon us. The crops 

are all gathered in, and he who had faith in the 

prophecy that " seed time and harvest shall not fail," 

and proved his faith by works, has no cause for dis

content. His harvests have been good, and his barns 

and storehouses are filled with the wherewith to 

keep his family and those of the lower orders depend

ent upon him, until another return ean be obtain

ed from the bosom of mother earth. With the 

advent of winter, his physical energies are not so 
often and severely called into requisition, and time 

can be spared for mental culture and general im

provement. The farmer should bear in mind, that 

his body is not a mere machine, from which the 

greatest amount of labor is to be obtained, but that 

he is worthy of noble impulses and a better fate. 

True, his vocation calls for hard continued labor, 

during a season, but there is also a season which is 

his for recuperation, and the cultivation of those 

mental powers which will make him the equal of 

his brothers, in the other and various professions 
of life. 

Fairs.—The agricultural fairs throughout the 

Eastern States, were well attended and were almost 

without an exception entirely successful. There is 

a general improvement manifest among farmers, 

not only in the kind of stock, but in their methods 

of cultivation; much of this is due to the fairs and 
agricultural societies, and more to the general cir

culation of agricultural papers and publications. 

Farmers read and think. more than ten years ago, 

and with thinking and reading, comes a better 

knowledge of their condition and requirements, and 

of the best method of conducting their business. 

One thing in connection with the annual holidays 

for farmers, which we notice with pleasure, is a 

gradual weeding out of extraneous matter, such as 

side-shows, exhibitions of various kinds, and the 
many clap-trap devices for getting money, and 

drawing custom with which many of our exhi

bitions have been attended. W e hope this will go 

on until in ten years from now, we may not even be 

dependent upon horse racing to draw a crowd. 

Agricultural Colleges.—Not much is heard from 

our colleges, that are to be, in N e w England. Their 

officers are generally working quietly, and we hope 

effectively. Owing to a disagreement with the 

Trustees, the President of the Massachusetts Col

lege, Hon. H. F. French, has resigned his position. 
The Trustees of the Maine College, hope to have 

the buildings, &c, in readiness to commence receiv

ing scholars next Spring. 

M I S S I N G N U M B E R S . — A n y of our subscribers who 
have lost any number or numbers of T H E F A R M E R , 
can have them supplied by informing us of the fact. 
As we stereotype every issue of the paper, w e can 
at all times supply back numbers: 

'ITU " W • llll"' 

The Prairie Farmer says the hog' cholera is rag
ing in . nearly every county of the State (Illinois) 
with great fatality. 
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SPIRIT O F T H E A G R I C U L T U R A L PRESS. 

High Cultivation. 

The Maine Farmer, alluding to the subject of "high 

cultivation," so much talked of and written about, says 

that there is much more talk than improvement. A 

man looks over his farm, of many acres, and finds the 

whole needs aid, but not being able, at once, to render 

it to all portions, makes no particular effort to improve 

any part. The right way—right because alone prac

ticable—is to commence with a few acres at a time. 

Get these in good heart the first year, and the increased 

product from them will aid in experimenting on another 

Bection the succeeding year. In this way the farm will 

soon become renovated, and properly cared for, will 

not run down again as "long as grass grows and 

water runs." 

G y p s u m in Staples. 

The Germantown Telegraph says—" Gypsum should be 

sprinkled daily over the floors and tie-ups, to absorb 

the ammonia of the urine. The strong odor observ

able on entering the stable on a morning,, arises from 

the presence of ammonia, one of the most valuable 

products of stable manure, when properly economiz

ed. Gypsum or lime, either slacked or caustic, should 

also be sprinkled over the bottoms of cellars in the 

spring. This will tend to purify the atmosphere and 

prevent many deleterious effects resulting from the 

presence of miasma. After a few days it should be 

removed, and a fresh supply substituted in its place." 

Protection to 'Winter Wheat. 

It is suggested by a "Western farmer, says The Mary

land Farmer, that wheat fields may be protected from 

the severe weather of winter by sowing oats with the 

wheat, or rather sowing oats first and covering them, 

and then follow in a day or two with wheat. It is 

thought the oats will help protect the wheat during the 

winter, disappearing, of course, in the spring. Another 

plan is to mulch the wheat, late in the fall, with fine 

manure, or Ucking this, with a coating of straw. 

What effect either of these plans may have in protect

ing the wheat from the severity of the winter, we do 

not know. One or all of them might be tried on small 

lots of ground, and their comparative merits be tested 

at a trifling expense. As the country becomes divested 

of the forest trees the wheat fields are exposed to 

increasingly severe trials from wind and frost. Less 

snow falls now than formerly, and what does come is 

borne from the wheat fields by the winter blasts which 

career over them since divested of the protection of 

surrounding forests. 

Care of I,ong-Wooled Sheep. 

The Rural World says, that experienced breeders of 

Cotswold and Leicester sheep say that these sheep 

should not be kept in the same pastures or yards with 

Merino sheep. They say that the odor from the bodies 

of the Merinos is not only offensive but hurtful to the 

English breeds. The long-wooled sheep are little dis

posed to roam over the pastures ; they eat what they 

want and then lie down. The Merinos, on the other 

hand, are much disposed to ramble all over the pasture, 

picking a little here and there. The consequent 

trampling of the grass and scattering of the droppings 

of the sheep seems to unfavorably affect the Cotswolds 

and Leicesters; so much so that it is advised, even 

where they are kept alone, that at least three pasture 

lots be kept so that the sheep may have fresh pasture 

frequently. 

A Vine near the Door. 

The Massachusetts Plowman well says that a traveler 
over a country road would instinctively have his eye 

caught and his thoughts somewhat tangled up by a fine 

vine growing vigorously near the door of a home.' It 

does not matter how small or humble that home may 

be, it is raised in the esteem of any observing passer

by holding up the suggestive shelter of a vine. It 

expresses love in the house, thoughtfulness for what 

is at once graceful and appropriate, pure and healthy 

domestic sentiment; and a spirit of contented happi

ness which many a one goes the world over to find, and 

looks for in vain. Such a simple home ornament as 

this is a token for all men to see, that the dwellers 

beneath the roof it adds expression to, are persons of 

feeling for what is true and lovely, for native refine

ment and quiet happiness. There should not be a farm

house in the land without a vine somewhere con

tiguous. 

Dutch Cows. 

The editor of The New England Farmer recently 

visited the farm of Mr. Chenery, near Boston, where 

he saw some of the Dutch cattle imported by Mr. C. 

He gives the following account of what he saw in the 

stables: 

"Entering the stalls we found a man milking one of 

the Dutch cows. She had been milked twice before 

during the day, and while we stood by he filled .. com

mon water pail and commenced upon another, tha 

milk still flowing as freely as it did into the first pail! 

A cow stood near that had dropped a calf a few days 

before, which weighed at birth 113 pounds. And 

another brought twins which weighed at birth 153 

pounds! A three or four-year old heifer stood by, for 

which Mr. C. had been offered $1,800/ and declined it. 

All were as splendid specimens of cows as we ever 

saw. Two noble bulk of the same breed, large and of 

most exact symmetry, were also present. Their 

weight must be some 1,700 pounds each." 

Salting Bntter. 

A. Raymond, a N. H., correspondent of The Rural 

New Yorker, gives the following recipe for salting but

ter : Take two quarts of good salt, one ounce of sugar, 

one ounce of saltpetre. Use one ounce of the compo

sition for one pound of butter. It should be stamped 

and left to cool before putting in jars. Butter prepared 

in this way should not be used for two or three weeks. 

You will find that your butter will be very fine, as it 

will have no brittle or salty look or taste. By follow

ing this course your butter will keep the year through, 

in warm as well as cold weather. 

Potatoes. 

A correspondent of The Rural American reports a 

yield uf 361 pounds of potatoes from four pounds of 
seed, of the Early Goodrich variety. 
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HORTICULTURAL RETROSPECT. 

IN a retrospect of the past season, we find that it has 

been remarkable for great extremes of heat and cold, 

rain and drouth. April was seasonably warm, and up 

to the 22d, quite dry, when a heavy rain followed by 

snow, saturated the earth. Leaf buds, and fruit buds 

swelled rapidly during the prevalence of warm, dry 

weather, and appearances encouraged hopes of an old-

fashioned, early spring. Cherries, peaches, and pears, 

nearly unfolded their petals, and were as forward by 

the 20th of April, as they usually are by the first of 

May. After the rain and snow came frost, and for near

ly two weeks vegetation appeared to stand still. Cher

ries escaped with least injury. A large proportion of 

the pear blossoms were frozen, and undoubtedly a large 

share of peach buds were killed, although less apparent 

at the time, than with the pears. Grape vines started, 

and were frozen back, and many of the incipient fruit-

buds destroyed. 

May was a cold, cloudy, rainy month, with quite 

sharp frosts on the nights of the 7th, 14th, 17th and 

24th, all through the season when about all our fruits 

were in blossom. "When,this fact is considered, is there 

any reason for doubt as to the cause of the failure of 

the fruit crop 1 Apples blossomed unusually full all 

over the country, but when we looked for the young 

fruit, it did not appear. Is not this conclusive that 

the germs were killed while in bloom ? The stamens 

which secrete the pollen, in the anthers, at their ex

tremities, are very tender, and we have often observed 

that they were killed by frost, when the fruit-germs ap

peared unaffected. Of course, without fructification 

by the pollen, the germ must cease to expand, and 

eventually fall to the ground. 

Vegetables grew slowly through the month of May, 

but June opened warm and showery, and vegetation 

leaped forward. Never did vegetation grow more rapid

ly than during the first half of June. Lima beans are, 

usually slow to germinate, but some that we planted 

the first day of June, were up in five days, and nearly 

every bean grew. But it was too late to gain what was 

lost in May, and early vegetables were not early this 

year. W e usually have peas on the table, by the 13th 

of June, but we had none this year, until a week later. 

Strawberries commenced ripening the later part of 

June, instead of the early part, and cherries were not 

ripe until the very last of the month. Strawberries 

were a light crop, but pretty good in quality. The 

vines suffered much from winter-killing, and many of 

the berries were probably killed by the frost while in 

blossom. Cherries were a pretty fair crop, and had 

favorable weather for ripening, without rotting, as con

stant winds evaporated the dew and rain before they 

had time to affect the fruit. 

Then came July, with dry, scorching winds—very 
hot, and with the driest atmosphere known in twenty 
years. Vegetation was less able to withstand the effects 
Of the dry atmosphere from its rapid growth in June, 

FARMER. 

and consequently suffered more than might have been 

expected, from the brief duration of the drouth. Such 

weather was well calculated to hasten the ripening of 

those fruits and vegetables due in July. Raspberries 

followed close upon the heels of strawberries, and 

under such favorable circumstances developed their 

highest flavor. 

August brought another change—a repetition of the 

weather of May. Cold, cloudy, drizzling weather, 

such as we seldom experience in that month, unfavor

able for corn, tomatoes, Lima-beans, sweet potatoes, 

melons, and all those semi-tropical fruits and vegeta

bles that delight in hot weather. Plums ripened this 

month, and were the best crop of that insect-infested 

fruit that we hare grown in this section in many a year. 

W e are really encouraged to hope that the curculio, 

that ineradicable pest which has destroyed the plum— 

the apricot, and the nectarine for many years, is grad

ually leaving us, so that we may again enjoy those 

delicious. fruits. Peaches as a general thing, were a 

light crop, but here and there a locality produced them 
in abundance1. They were quite plentiful in the Roch

ester market, and good ones could be purchased at 

$2.50 to $3.50 per bushel. 

Potatoes were much damaged by the almost constant 

rains of August and September, which developed the 

rot, to an extent, unequaled in many years. As usual 

the Mercer Buffered the most, and perhaps the Fluke 

next. Along about the 7th of September, it was notic

ed that the vines were blighting, and in a few days the 

appearance of thousands of acres was changed. On 

the sandy soil of Irondequoit, where potatoes have 

been considered peculiarly exempt from disease, the 

rot has been very extensive. From a field of eight 

acres, we were able to save only about sixty bushels of 

sound tubers, of marketable size. The Peachblow, 

which was considered the most profitable of our pota

toes, escaped the rot, but has suffered, for two or three 

seasons, from a blight peculiar to that variety. When 

the tubers are about the size of large walnuts, the vine 

shrivels up, and ceases to grow. The vine remains 

green, as long as the sound ones, but the leaves appear 

thickened and curled, and the tubers cease to grow. 

W e remember that a similar disease affected the 

Peachblow that was grown here twenty to twenty-five 

years since, and that its culture was consequently 

abandoned. W e are not certain that was the parent 

of the present Peachblow—but presume it was. Can

not some of those gentlemen, who were " specially edu

cated," to enlighten farmers upon scientific agriculture, 

suggest some practical remedy for some of the numer

ous diseases which are annually Inflicting such heavy 

losses on agriculturists and horticulturists ? 

On the 23d of September, we had a light frost. With

in five or Bix miles of Lake Ontario, its effects were 

scarcely visible; but a little farther back it did some 

damage to tender vegetables. 

September was the counterpart of August, but Octo

ber brought a change. The sun became a daily visitor, 

and under his genial influence the atmosphere rose to 

an almost Bummer temperature. Glorious weather to 

dig potatoes, and gather winter apples, but alas! lew 
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had any of the latter to gather. . W e gathered about 

fifty bushels in an orchard of seven hundred trees, not 

a bushel of which was fair enough to ship. Many farm

ers had none for their own use. Such a complete 

failure of the apple crop, we do not remember. Still, 

shippers were cautious about paying high prices. Last 

year's experience taught them that when apples get 

above $5.00 a barrel, in the New York market, a large 

class of consumers do without—and the supply, though 

quite limited, is equal to the demand, at such high prices. 

Four dollars per barrel was the ruling price in Roches

ter this year. 

This has not been a good grape season in Western 

New York The late spring frosts destroyed a portion 

of the fruit—the cold summer was not favorable to 

their highest development, or early maturity, and a 

killing frost on the 5th of October, finished the Isabella, 

Catawba, and other late grapes, excepting within the 

influence of the lake, where they suffered but little 

from the frost, and completely matured afterward. 

Two poor grape seasons in succession, must serve to 

somewhat allay the grape mania, and check the too 

rapid increase of grape planting. All new branches of 

horticulture should have a steady, healthful growth, so 

that the increase in demand shall keep pace with the 

increased supply, otherwise there is an over-produc

tion, a glut, disappointment, discouragement, and a 

reaction. 
• • • 

"GREELEY PRIZE" FOR GRAPES. 

THE Committee appointed by the Horticultural 

Association of the American Institute to award the 

prize of $100, offered by the Hon. Horace Greeley, 

President of the Institute, for the best grape for gen

eral cultivation, reports, as follows : 

First—That it is a matter ot regret that the offer has 

not called out more competition from among the 

thousands of persons now usefully and profitably engag

ed in the production of this delicious fruit, of which 

there were but five varieties presented for our exami

nation at the late session. 

Second—One of the conditions of the offer was/ that 

samples of the fruit be presented for examination by 

the committee, and therefore we were restricted to 

the consideration of such varieties as were brought 

before us. 
Thirds-At a meeting of the Committee, held last 

year, a scale of points were adopted for our guidance 

in the decision on the grape. One of theBe points was-

the necessity of healthiness and hardiness of the vine 

and foliage, by which is meant its ability to withstand 

frost and mildew. 
Excellence of the fruit itself is in our opinion a point 

of great merit, but of infinitely less consequence for 

the general planting community than healthfulness and 

Tigor. hardiness and productiveness of the vine. 

Fruit growers are generally convinced of the impor

tance of selecting such varieties as will prove profit

able, and everybody understands what is meant by a 
" good market fruit," although it often happens that 

such are quite inferior to other varieties in their respec

tive classes. 
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W e believe this to have been the object in offering the 

premium, and that we were to select, from among those 

kinds that might be brought before us, such a variety 

that could safely be recommended to the millions to 

plant, with a tolerable certainty of being rewarded by 

satisfactory crops. 

With regard to some of the new and choice varieties 

brought to our notice, as competitors, it will be recol

lected that at the meeting of the Committee held in 

September, 1865, we declared ourselves unprepared to 

make any expression, because we had not then a suf

ficiently extended opportunity for seeing the vines test

ed under varying circumstances throughout the 

country. Another year has brought us into farther 

acquaintance with the candidates, and better enables 

us to come to a conclusion which, however, may yet 

prove premature. 

On these grounds we have awarded the premium to 

the Concord—to Exhibitor No. 33, W . H. Goldsmith, 

Newark, N. J.—because we believe that, though of less 

excellence as a fruit than some of its competitors, in 

this trial it is found, under the most extensive culture 

in every part of the country, to be both hardy, produc

tive, and satisfactory in regard to its character as a 

vine; while the showy appearance of its fruit makes it 

moat welcome to the million, with whom it is very 

acceptable. For ourselves, however,' we must be per

mitted to say that we wish the fruit were of a more 

refined character, in addition to the admirable qualities 

of this noble vine. 
JOHN A. WAKDEE, WM. CARPENTER, 
P. T. QUTNN, E. W A D E SYLVESTER. 

Now York, Oct. 20, 1866. 

G K A P E S . — W e are indebted to W . H. Adams, of the 

Gates vineyard, three miles west of Rochester, for some 

choice specimens of the Isabella grape. They are very 

large and compact bunches, and the berries are among 

the largest we have ever seen. Great care and 

thorough culture must have produced these results. 

Mr. A. has our thanks. 

C O L O R E D F R U I T PLATES.—Any person sending us 

60 subscribers, at 75 cents each, will get 50 plateB of 

these colored fruits and flowers, beautifully bound in 

one volume. This fine prize should be taken by many 

of our horticultural friends. 

BULBS that are yearly moved and flowered in the 

open ground rarely seed; but if left in the same place 

three or more years, without having been taken up, the 

main or centre flower stalk will generally produce 

seed. Plants, however, that are grown in pots in the 

house nearly always produce seed; hence such plants 

are advised for operating on.—Horticulturist. 

The largest seed garden in the world is said to he 

situated on the Delaware river, at Bloomsdale, Pa., oc 

eupying six hundred acres, and belongB to David Lan-

dreth & Son, of Philadelphia, and is under the personal 

supervision of the senior member of the firm. 

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County · Historic Serials Collection



372 THE AMERICAN FARMER. 

CROWN IMPERIAL. 

THE Crown Imperial is far less esteemed than it 
deserves to be. It flowers in April, the bulb throwing 
up a vigorous stem three feet in hight, producing near 
the top a crown of beautiful, drooping, bell-shaped 
flowers. The stem terminates above the crown of 
flowers in a tuft of glossy green leaves. There are sev

eral varieties, differing mainly in the color of the flow
ers, as yellow, scarlet, red, orange, &c. The flowers 
are curious, as at the base of each petal is a cell con
taining a large drop, which looks like a fine pearl. The 
fragrance is not delightful. The bulb is large, with a 
cavity entirely through the center, from which the 
flower stem is produced. The bulbs should be planted 
four or five inches deep, and about a foot apart. They 
will not always flower the first year after planting. 
Every four or five years they should be taken up and 
replanted, 

LIMING FRUIT TREES. 

F. K. PHOINLX, Bloomington, 111., writes to The 
Horticulturist as follows :—" A neighbor amateur has 
this year grown about a bushel of most delicious Im
perial Gage Plums on one tree, passed to him some 
three years since by a brother, who said, ' No use for 
him to try to grow plums!' After it was planted put 
one year the family wood-pile was corded up under 
and about it, and after the fruit had set, and so long as 
any fears of curculio were entertained, a plentiful sup
ply of air-slacked lime dust was scattered over the top 
every week, or twice a week. Last year it had a peck, 
and this year a bushel or so—and here you have the 
whole story." 
The writer says he is a profound believer in the effi

cacy of a similar course of treatment, so far as dust
ing with lime, & c , not merely for curculio, but for 
the whole herd of insects, mildew, and fungi generally. 

TRENCHING GRAPE VINES. 

Dx. WARDER, in a late address, says that the pioneer 
planter of grapes in the Lake Erie region declared 
that those vineyards which were prepared in the most 
thorough manner by trenching, always heretofore re
commended, are the most unsatisfactory in their re
sults, and the best and most productive are heavy 
soils that were merely well plowed, and the roots 
placed in holes dug into the hard and previously un
disturbed clay, and then firmly trodden in at planting. 

FRITILLARIA. 

FBITHXABIA MELEAGBIS, or Chequered Lily, is 
sometimes called the Guinea Hen Flower, on account 
of its chequered or spotted flowers. There are many va-
rieties.differing in color,having various shades of brown, 
purple, yellow, & c , singularly mottled, each variety 
having two colors, curiously mottled in Bquares. The 
flowers are bell-shaped, on stems about eight inches in 
hight, and bloom in April or May. They look best 
when a dozen or so are planted in a group. Plant the 
bulbs about two Inches deep and four or or five inches 

apart. They sometimes prove a little tender, and the 
bulb is small and delicate, easily injured by drying. 
W e are indebted to Vick's Illustrated Bulb Catalogue 

for the above beautiful illustrations and description. 

GRAFTING GRAPE VINES.—Cut your grafts In the 
fall, put them in a collar or any place they will keep 
fresh until wanted. If one has a grapehonse, the eyea 
of the vines begin to swell in the first week In April; 
by the last of May or the first week In June the vines 
will be In full leaf; then is the time to engraft, as they 
will not bleed. Then head down the vine you want to 
engraft and perform the operation the same as on tha 
apple or pear. This Is the whole secret.—Correspond
ent Gardener's Monthly. 
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IputHMwro*. 
STREET SONGS IN SCOTLAND. 

THE manners and customs of the lower classes are 

not altogether disagreeable. It is, indeed, a consider

able corhpensation for much discomfort, that one finds 

every evening, male and female minstrels—generally a 

violinist and a woman's voice—singing sweetly all the 

Scottish ballads. These are the only concerts the peo

ple have here, and they gather around these minstrels 

in large crowds, nearly all giving a penny or half-penny. 

There is » woman who sings every evening under our 

window, who has such a beautiful voice that I am sure 

it would have made her fortune had she been born in 

Italy. She Bings, without ever getting out of voice, 

the dear old ballads of her country, and with an indes

cribable pathos. She is seemingly the daughter of a 

gray-haired old man who goes about with her, and ac

companies her voice tenderly with his violin. She is 

about twenty years of age, and has a sweet homely 

Scotch lassie's face, and an unpretending garb. No 

orator ever moved a crowd more than she did when 

last night she sang " Highland Mary." A fashionably 

dressed woman, passing with her husband on the street, 

had paused to listen to the singing. She then came 

forward through the hundreds who had collected, slip

ped a coin into the singer's hand, and even whispered 

something in her ear. It was probably a request that 

she should sing "Highland Mary." At any rate the 
minstrel broke forth with that old hymn of human love 

just blooming into love divine, and poured her whole 

soul into it. Each note seemed to float up winged 

into the moonlight; every noise was hushed all along 

the street, and the very surges of the Firth seemed to 

pause. As she went on many a tear must have been 

borne in silence and many a heart thrilled. When it 

was over nearly every one came forward with his or 

her tribute—even the children with their half-pence. 

Throughout the country the old ballad tunes and the 

music of Burns are still sung with accuracy and feel

ing by the working people. The fishing people par

ticularly, sing them all day long. I have often had 

occasion, roaming about Scotland, to remember the 

best thing that George Gilfiilan ever said—that Robert 

Burns had set the pulses of the human heart to music. 

DON'T DRIVE THE BOYS FROM HOME. 

MOTHERS who are disturbed by the noise and untidi

ness of boys at home, must be careful, least by then-

reproaches they drive their children from home in 

search of pleasure. W e give a case in point: 
"There-are those balusters all finger marks again," 

said Mrs. Cary, as she made haste with a soft linen 

eloth to polish down the shining oak again. " George," 

she said, with a flushed face, as she gave the cloth a 

decided wrench out of the basin of suds, "if you go 

np these stairs again before bed time you shall be 

punished." 
• "I should like to know where I am to go?" said 

George angrily. "I can't stay in the kitchen, I am so 

in the way; and I can't go in the parlor for fear I shall 

muss that up; and now you say I can't go up to my 

own room. I know a grand place where I can go," he 

added to himself; "hoys are never told they are in the 

way there, and we can have lots of fun. I'll go down 

to Nile's corner. I can smoke a cigar now as well as 

any body, if it did make me awful sick the first time. 

They shall not laugh at me again about it." 

And so on the careful housekeeper virtually drove 

her son from the door, to hang about the steps and sit 

under the brjoad inviting portico of the village grog

shop. Do you think she gained or lost? 

A SCORE OF CONUNDRUMS. 

WHEN may a loaf of bread be said to be inhabited ? 

When it has a little Indian in it. 

W h y is Buckingham Palace the cheapest ever erect

ed ? Because it was built for one sovereign and finish

ed for another. 
What is the difference between a summer dress in 

winter and an extracted tooth ? One is too thin and 

the other is tooth-out. 
What is the difference between a tunnel and a speak

ing trumpet ? One is hollowed out and the other hol

lowed in. 
Why is furling aship's canvass like a mock auction ? 

Because it's a taking in sal (sail.) 

Why are the arrows of Cupid like a man in an ague 

fit? Because they are all in a quiver. 

What is the difference between the desert of Sahara 

and an ancient shoe ? One is all sand, and the other 

sand-al. 
What kind of leather would a naked Moor remind 

you of? Undressed morocco. 

Why is a Hebrew in perfect health like a diamond ? 

Because he is a Jew-well. 

What celebrated convention, would you be reminded 

of on hearing a young lady giving advice to her uncle ? 

Council of Nice. 
What is it that by losing an eye has nothing left but 

a nose? A noise. 
What thing is it that the more we cut it the longer it 

becomes ? A ditch. 

Why is the French franc of no value compared with 

the American dollar ? Because it is worth-less. 

What are the features of a cannon ? Cannon's mouth, 

cannon-ize, and cannoneers. 

What is that which is always invisible and never out 

of sight? The letter I. 

What is the only pain that we make light of? A 

window-pane. 

What workman never turns to the left ? A wheel 

right., 
What sort of a throat is the best for a singer to reach 

high notes with?' A soar throat. 
Why are balloons in the air like vagrants ? Because 

they have no visible means of support. 

To be able to govern your children, learn to govern 

yourself. 
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Mm' §tyMmnt 
HOUSEHOLD CARES—No. I. 

" Now, Tom," I said to my husband, " do you want 

me to stay at home with you to-night ?" 

"What's to-night?" 

" W h y it is Wednesday, and you know I never like to 

miss the doctor's lecture; but of course, if you would 

like me to stay, I will. It is only an hour, you 

know!" 

" Oh! go, of course; don't stay on my account. I 

don't need anything." 

" Oh, dear me, how forgetful I am," I said. " I have 

not made that toast-water you wanted, Well, there is 

not time now; but I will tell Fanny to make it." 

" She can't make it." 

"Oh, yes, she can. What! not make toast wate", 

the simplest thing in the world! a baby could make it! 

but I'll tell her how, of course." So saying, I put on 

my things, and entering the kitchen, I said, " Fanny, 

your 'master' has a bad headache this evening, and, as 

I am going out, I want you to make him some toast-

water. You know how, don't you?" 

" Indade ma'm an' I does'nt, but its meself that can 

do it, if ye's tell me how it'B done." 

'' Take a pitcher of filtered water, toast a nice piece 

of bread brown on all sides, and put it while hot into 

thepitcher, place anapkin over it to keep the steam in." 

" Yes, ma'm, I understands intirely—is the' master' 

very sick?" 

"Oh, no! he will be better in the morning; take in 

the water as soon as you have made it." 

Having arranged everything satisfactorily, as I sup

posed, I wished my husband good bye, and after hav

ing heard and enjoyed the lecture, I hastened home, 

feeling somewhat guilty, it is true; but consoled my

self with the thought that Tom. had drank the toast-

water, and that having-taken a nap, his head would be 

better. 

"Well, Tom," I said, on entering our pleasant little 

sitting room, and taking off my bonnet as I spoke,— 

" Do you feel better ?" 

Noticing that fie did not answer, and that there was 

neither glass nor pitcher on the table, I said, " Did'nt 

Fanny make the toast-water for you ?" 

RaiBing his eyes, which had been persistently closed 

since I entered, and giving me an extremely contempt

uous glance, and again closing them, he said, " Toast-

water !" I saw, of course, that something was the 

matter, so I ran into the kitchen to see, and there found 

an immense Are in the range, and the pitcher in such 

close proximity to the Are, that the neatly folded nap

kin stoed in great danger of burning. I said: " W h y 

Fanny, what do you want with so large a fire ?" 

" To make the toast-water, ma'm." 

" But Fanny, you do not need so large a fire to make 

a little toast." 

"True for ye's ma'm; but how was I to kape the 

thing warm without a fire f" 

" Why, Fanny, you did not make it of boiling water, 

did you?" I said, comprehending the whole thing at 

once. 
" Indade, and I did, ma'm. Did'nt ye's tell me to 

kape the steam in." 

" Oh, Fanny, I did'nt mean that," and bursting into 

laughter, I returned to m y husband, who after all, 

quite enjoyed the fun, though poor Fanny does riot see 

it, "at all at all," for did'nt I tell her to "kape the 

stame in ?" AUNT ROSA. 

DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 

THE USE OP BORAX IN WASHING.—In Belgium and 

Holland linen is prepared beautifully, because the 

washerwomen use refined borax, instead of soda, as a 

washing powder. One large handful of borax is used 

to every ten gallons of boiling water, and the saving 

in soap is said to be one-half. For laces and cambrics 

an extra quantity is used. Borax doea not'injure the 

linen, and it softens the hardest water. A teaspoonful 

of borax added to an ordinary sized kettle of hard 

water, in which it is allowed to boil, will effectually 

soften the water.—Exchange. 

G O O D LINIMENT.—Mix the ingredients in the follow

ing order: The whites of two eggs beaten to a froth, 

a wineglass of vinegar, and one wineglass of spirits of 

turpentine, also one of alcohol, beating all the time 

of mixing. Excellent for sprains or bruises for man 

or animals. 

M A K I N G C O F F E E W I T H O U T EGGS.—Take the required 

quantity of coffee, and placing in the pot, pour boiling 

water over it. Place it on the fire, let it come to a 

boil, but do not allow it to continue boiling, not even 
a minute. Place on the back of the stove to settle for 

a few minutes. Pour out a teacupful, and return it to 

the pot; then pour in a very little cold water, and place 

again on the back of the stove where it will keep hot, 

(but not boil) till needed. 

E X C E L L E N T CAKE.—This cake should' be mixed in 
the following order: One cup of butter beaten to a 

froth, two cups of sugar, also beaten well, the yelks 

of four eggs, and one teaspoonful of lemon or almond 

essence ; dissolve in a little hot water, one teaspoonful 

of soda, and add it to one teacupful of sweet milk, and 

add to the rest, with three cups of flour sifted, heating 

it well. Lastly, add two teacups of flour, to which 

has been added two heaping teaspoonsful of cream of 

tartar. 

B R E A D A N D B U T T E R PUDDING.—Spread butter on 

slices of bread, lay them in a pudding dish in layers, 

with some kind of nice preserves, or fresh fruit, if in 

season. Pour over a nice custard, and eat with a 

sauce. 

F R U I T CAKE.—One-half pound of butter, and two 

teacups of brown sugar beaten to a froth. The yelks 

of four or five eggs beaten, and added with a teacup 

of molasses, and one of sweet milk. One pound of 

raisins stoned, one pound of well worked currants, 

quarter pound candid peel, a little ginger, or any Bpice 

preferred. Stir all well together, adding nearly the 

required quantity of flour; then add the well beaten 

whites of the eggs, or two spoonsful of soda dissolved 
in a little water. To the remainder of flour needed, 

add four teaspoons of cream of tartar, sift into the 

cake, stir well, and bake immediately. It will take 

between one and two hours to bake well, and perhaps 

more. 
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(Mttor'a WMt 
T o Our Patrons. 

THE friends of "THE AMERICAN FARMER will be glad 

to learn that the prospects for a very large circulation 

of our paper were never BO bright as at the present 

time. W e are receiving daily letters from all sections 

of the country informing us that our subscribers are 

well pleased with the paper, and that they will all 

renew in a body for the coming volume, and bring 

their friends along with them, and swell T H E A M E R I 

C A N F A R M E R ' S circle of readers until it reaches fifty 

thousand names. To the thousands of new sub

scribers we have already received, we have only to ask 

that they will make the paper known, and act as agents 

for UB. Let all try and do what they can to make T H E 

F A R M E R known in their several localities. 

A Liberal Offer. 

WE will send THE AMERICAN FARMER, and The An

nual Register of Rural Affairs, in clubs, at the rate of 

ninety cents for the two; or in other words, a club of 

ten subscribers at ninety cents each, will get T H E FAR

M E R for 1867, and also a copy pf this beautiful work of 

144 pages, illustrated with 120 engravings. An extra 

copy of each will be sent to the getter up of the Club. 

R e n e w T o u r Subscription Early. 

THIS number of THE FARMER terminates our engage

ment with many thousand readers, and as we do not wish 

to loose a single name now on our books, we hope our 

friends will renew promptly. The January number 

will be out early, and will be found full of interesting 

articles, and several first-class engravings. Our new 

head for 1867, we think will give great satisfaction, as 
all who have seen it are highly pleased with this im
provement. W e have endeavored during the past year 
to publish a useful, practical agricultural journal, but 
propose to excel our former efforts the coming year, 
and trust that our readers will show that they appre
ciate these efforts by renewing early and bringing their 

friends along with them. 

Our market Report. 

Is one of the leading features of THE FARMER, and 
commends itself to every reader of the paper. To get 
perfectly reliable news of the prices of produce, is 
of incalculable value to every farmer, and we are 
pleased to hear, as we have from a large number of 
subscribers, that it is giving very great satisfaction. 
W e hope our friends will not forget to mention this 
feet about the markets when asking neighbors to sub
scribe. Tell them they will save more than the price 
of subscription by having regularly a correct report 
of the markets, which will keep them well posted in 

the price of every farm commodity. 

TUCKER'S Annual Register of Rural Affairs, for 1867, 

price 30 cents, for sale at this office. 

H o w to Get a Sewing Machine, or Knitting 
Machine for Nothing. 

WE have been asked by several, How they can get up 

a Club large enough to take one of these prizes ? Now 

is the time to do this easily. If you can get only fifty 

or sixty subscribers in your neighborhood yourself, 

ask your relatives or friends who reside at a distance 

to help you. Let them get up a Club among their 

acquaintances, and send the names to you or send them 

on to us with the request that they be added to your 

list. In this way you can divide up the number 

required into four or more parts, and with little trou

ble get the requisite number. All we desire to know 

is that they are obtained through your influence, and 

that they are to be added to your Club, so that you 

may get the prize desired. 

Speak, to Your Neighbors. 

TELL them that you are taking THE AMERICAN FAR

MER, and ask them to join your Club for the year 1867. 

Tell them its remarkably low price, and that they will 

gain more than its cost by getting a market report 

which is prepared specially for its columns, which they 

will find perfectly reliable. Send on the names, and 

try and take some of our liberal premiums offered on 

the last page of this number. 

Clubs! Clubs! F o r m Clubs! 

DECEMBER is the month to obtain good success in 

forming large clubs for T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , and 

by reference to our Premium List, on the last page, 

our friendB can see that we offer very liberal prizes to 

all who are willing to work for T H E F A R M E R , and do 

good and get pay for it. Any of our readers can ob

tain a firBt-class prize with a very little exertion, 

at this time. 

C o m m e n c e at Once. 

THE great secret of getting subscribers, ia to com

mence early. As soon as this number reaches our 

readers, let all agents and friends who are disposed 

to get up Clubs, commence at once among their 

neighbors to induce them to subscribe for " the practical 

fanner's own paper," for the year 1867. T H E F A R M E R 

is so cheap that every farmer can afford to take it, and 

none ought to refuse when asked. 

R e m e m b e r . 

THAT with this number your subscription for 1866 

expires, and that now is the time to renew, and also a 

good time to form a Club among friends and neighbors 

Show them a copy of your paper, tell them Its mar

velous low price, take down their names, and forward 

to us. The larger our subscription list gets, the 

more we can spend in engravings, and in improving 

the paper. Let every reader of T H E F A R M E R send on a 

list of subscribers for the year 1887. See Premium List 

on last page. 
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Prize Essays. 

WE hope our frienda will look over the list of Prize 

Essay6 published in the last number, page 350, and let us 

hear from them on all of those subjects. W e have receiv

ed two essays on the agriculture of Ohio, and we trust 

our friends in the other States not yet written upon, 

will let ua hear from them soon, as we wish to 

publish them altogether. Give us plain, simple facts, 

of the regular practice of farming, and local character

istics of each State. 

Wanted. 

FIFTY thousand practical farmers to take THE AMER-

CAN F A R M E R for 1867. Let every one of our readers 

try and send in a Club for the coming year. T H E FAR

M E R is so cheap that everybody can afford to take it, 

and the larger our circulation is, the better .we can 

afford to make the paper. Form Clubs E A R L Y for 

1867. 

To Our New Subscribers. 

WE will send to any of our new subscribers who 

have received the last three months of 1'866 free, all of 

the back numbers from January, 1866, for sixty cents. 

All should avail themselves of the full volume, so as 

to have a complete set from the commencement. 

Bound Volume for 1866. 

WILL be sent to any person, postage paid, on the. 

receipt of $1.25, or to any of our agents, who will get 

up a Club of Twelve Subscribers for the year 1867. To 

those who have ordered in advance, it will be sent as 

soon as possible after this number is printed. 

The American Farmer in Canada. 

As long as the premium on gold continues, we shall 

send T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R to our Canadian subscri

bers at 60 cents each, in clubs of Ave or more, or single 

subscriptions at seventy-five cents. 

If American money is sent, our terms will be one 

dollar a year, or seventy-five cents in clubs. W e pre

pay the American postage on all papers sent to Canada 

or any of the British Provinces. 

Inquiries and Answers. 

MESSRS. EDS. :—I solicit an answer to the following 
through the columns of T H E F A R M E R : 
1. Can there be sugar or sirup made from sugar 

beets, and if so by what process. 
2. Is there a white and red sugar beet, from which 

sugar is made. 
I have learned that in some aections West, they manu

facture sirup and sugar, from beets, which caused me 
to purchase some seed last spring, which I sowed. The 
beets are looking well, but I find a mixture of white, 
yellow, and red roots. I have not raised beets before, 
and do not know whether I have got the sugar beet or 
not. I purchased my seed in Albmy, in a reliable seed 
store; they told me it wa9 the genuine sugar beet seed, 
from which sugar was made.— P., Middleburgh, N. Y. 

MESSRS. EDS. :—I would like to have you, or some 

of yonr subscribers, enlighten me on the culture of the 
Blackberry, from preparing the ground, to gathering 
the berry, also the best varieties.—W. W., Bristol, Ohio. 

EDS. F A R M E R . :—'You wish to know more about those 
apple trees. Well, I'm no fruitologist, hence I can't 
particularize minutely. They are here styled Paradise, 
and Peck's Pleasant. It is a honey-sweet winter 
apple, very healthy, pale straw color; two inches is 
about the average diameter. The trees are healthy; 
limbs grow more up than out, they blossom every 
other year, when they have a practical appearance of 
their name—Paradise. M y brother grafted three trees 
of the same variety this spring, and now the residue 
limbs hear excellently and fascinatingly. 
If I get no better advice, I'll prune them badly, and 

give them a smart coat of good manure.—G. B., Penn
sylvania. 

Literary Notices. 

WOODWARD'S ARCHITECTURE, Landscape Gardening, and 
Rural Art.—No. 1,1867. By G. E. «fc F. W. Woodward, New 
York. Price. $1.00. 

This is the first number of a work which is to be 

published annually by Messrs. Woodward. It is got 

up in their best style, contains 120 pages, and is beau

tifully illustrated with fine engravings of cottages, and 

designs for ornamental and landscape gardening. Every 

person who intends to build, should send and get a 

copy of this valuable work. 

TRIED AND TRUE; or Love and Loyalty: a Story of the Re-
bellion. By Mrs. Bella Z. Spencer. Springfield, Mass.: W. J. 
Holland. For sale by W. J. Holland & Co., of this city. Price 
$1.75. 

This is an interesting story of the late war. The 

heroines of this novel are two young ladies who 

devoted their time to the care of the sick in the grand 

army of the West. It gives a very graphic account 

and picture of life in the hospitals, and will be read 

with deep interest by thousands. 

THE FARMER'S RECORD AND ACCOUNT BOOK. 

W e have several times called the attention of the 

readers of T H E F A R M E R , to the importance of keeping 

accounts, and take pleasure in referring them now 

to a valuable work by W . C. Munson, and for sale 

by C. E. Wingate, publisher's1 agent, Chicago, HI. 

This is one of the most valuable books we have seen in 

a long time, and a copy should be in the possession of 

every farmer in the country. In order to give our read

ers a clear view of its value, we give au epitome of the 
work. 

The Farmer's Record and Account Book has appro

priate headings aud rulings for recording business 

transactions, embracing family and farm expenses, 

general accounts, date of bills receivable and payable, 

names of employees, when their services began, when 

finished, price agreed upon per year, month, or day, 

and entire amount, &c. Also the number of acres of 

each growing crop, the quantity raised and amount 

sold, price per bushel, pound, &c, and the entire 

amount; the whole so classified, arranged and consol

idated, as to present the result of each year's business 

transactions in the smallest possible compass, and also 

so simple that the balance sheet can be easily and cor

rectly adjusted. Together with valuable information 

for farmers, tables of weights and measures, rules, 

and the annual report of income required to be made 
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to the Assessor of Internal Revenue. It is designed 

for four years' use, or a larger size for ten years, so that 

any farmer can keep a correct record of every transac

tion on his farm for ten years, which for reference will 

be invaluable. For sale at this office. Price $3.75. 

THE BEE-KEEPEE-S TEXT-BOOK— 

With alphabetical index, being a complete reference 

book on all practical subjects connected with the cul

ture of the honey bee in both common and movable-

comb hives, giving minnte directions for the manage

ment of bees in every month of the year, and illustrat

ing the nucleus system of swarming and Italian queen 

rearing. By N. H & H. A. King, Nevada, O., authors 

of "Hints to Bee-Keepers." 

EVERY SATURDAY. 

With the number for September 1st, Every Saturday 

was enlarged from 32 to 40 pages. The great success 

of the journal justifies and demands this enlargement. 

The conductors will hereafter introduce as a feature 

Serial Stories, in compliance with a general desire. 

They will select only those of a first-class character, 

and of readable quality. "Silcote of Silcotes," by 

Henry Kingsley, has jnst been begun, and others will 

follow shortly. Published by Ticknor & Field, Boston. 

HARPERS MONTHLY MAGAZINE— 

Is received regularly every month. The engravings 

are executed in beautiful style, and the literary matter 

is of the highest order. Price $4:00 a year. Address, 

Harper & Bros., N ew York. 

THE FOREST TREE CULTUEI9T: A treatise on the Culfl-
tivation of American Forest Trees, with notes on the most 
valuable foreign species. By Andrew 8. Fnller, horticulturist, 
author of u The Grape Culturist," " Strawberry Culturist," &o. 
New York: Geo. E. & F. W. Woodward, No. 87 Park Row. 

This work is executed in the best style of the print

ing art for which the Messrs. Woodward are noted. It 

is well illustrated, and will be found a useful work on 

the subjects of which it treats. 

The HluBtrated Annual of Phrenology and Physiog

nomy for 1867, is received. Published by Fowler & 

Wells, New York, and for sale in this city by Darrow 

& Kempshall. Price 20 cents. 

The first number of The Children's Home, a monthly 

magazine for the little folks, edited by T. S. Arthur, 

Philadelphia, is received. It is well illustrated, and 

will be found highly instructive. Price $1.25. Address 

T. 8. Arthur & Son, Philadelphia. 

THE LITTLE CORPORAL. 

This excellent child's paper has obtained a large cir

culation, and is a great favorite with the young people. 

It has many good Illustrations, and cannot but please, 

Interest, and instruct the young folks. Published 

monthly at $1 a year, by A. L. Sewell, Chicago, IU. 

PBINDLE'S STEAM Bon.ER.-We would call the atten

tion of our readers to this boiler advertised in the last 

number of T H E A M E B I C A N F A R M E R . Cooking food 

for stock is of great importance to farmers, and this 

labor-saving machine seems to be just what is wanted. 

Where heat and steam are required for cooking food, 

scalding, or boiling, this boiler will be found invalu

able. 

Notes on the Weather, from October 15th to 
November 15 th, 1866. 

THE temperature of the first half of October, exceed

ed the average 1.3° The laBt half gave its mean 

heat, 49.4 °, and its general average 45.1 °, which was 

warm. Of course, the month, 50.9o, exceeded the 

general average by nearly 3 degrees. The first half gave 

us no rain and no snow, but the last half in the last 

week, 27th to 30th, 1.24 inches of water. The least rain 

in October, was 0.56 inches in 1839, and the greatest, 

6.79 inches in 1846. The. weather has been fair, and 

very favorable for operations on the farm. 

N O V E M B E R has given us a very pleasant half month. 

Several days in succession have been like Indian Sum

mer, but without smoke. A severe frost on the 6th, and 

ground slightly frozen. Rain on the 11th, and on the 

15th rain from near midnight to midnight after, moder

ate, nearly constant, showers heavier late in evening 

with some wind from the south. The water measured 

1.13 inches, passed as it fell, into the earth and cisterns, 

a great favor to this section, and at this time for earth 

and man. 

The fall crops seem to come in better than was antici

pated ; more maize has ripened, and more food for man 

and beast is admitted over the north and northern 

south. Great has been the bounty of Divine Pro

vidence. Health of this section, also of New Eng

land, and this and the Northern States, excellent. 

The " shower of meteora," appeared in England on 

the evening of the 13th, increasing to midnight, and 

from 1 to 2 o' clock of the 14th morning. _ Thousands of 

meteors Bhot out from the point inthe sickle of Leo, from 

which they appeared to come November 13th, 1833. 

More accounts may be expected, and the extent of the 

shower yet be given. ThiB show sustains the astron

omers. _ 

Maine Items. 

THE WEATHER—During harveat was with ue aa favor

able as the average, and most of the crops were boused 

in good season and condition. An early frost injured 

some vines, and late planted corn, but was not general

ly destructive. Heavy killing frost, ground frozen and 

water congealed for the first time, on the morning of the 

4th of October. The ground also froze solid on the 

25th. W e experienced a heavy ruin storm, with violent 

aoutheast gale, on the 30th October, which caused 

much damage to fences, buildings, bridgea, and by over

flowing. The destruction on the sea coast was exten

sive in wharves, buildings, vessels, destroyed, and many 

lives were lost. 

T H E M A R K E T S — U p to this writing, are good for most 

kinds of farm produce. Our potato crop has been 

very large, and Maine will beat herself in producing 

this esculent this year. Our exports will be very 

heavy, and have commenced early. W e raise almost 

wholly the Foote variety, which is a flattish oblong 

white potato. They now sell in this market, for ship

ping at 50 cents a bushel of sixty pounds. Barley SI.00; 

hay, $15 to $16 for loose, $18 to $19 for pressed. Apples, 

Baldwins $1.25 to $1.50 per bushel. Butter 40 to 50 
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cents. Stock of all kinds high. Milch cows, $40 to 

$75; working oxen from $100 to $250, according to size 

and quality. Beef, $10 to $13 per hundred. Sheep 

rather low; horses plenty at high figures for good 

animals. Fowls, high and scarce. 

T H E M A R K E T S . 

ROOHESTEE November 22,1866. 

FLOUR—White wheat, $16.50. Red, $14.50. 
GRAIN—White wheat, 300@815o. Red, 275@280c. Corn, 120e. 

@125c. Barley, 100@110c. Oats, 60.C Rye, 125@180c. 
HOPS—45@50c 
WOOL—10@55cts. 
PRO VISIONS—Dressed hogs, 8X@10c. Mess pork, 38@84c. 

Hams, 18@20c. Lard, 16@17c. Butter, 80@35c. Eggs, 88c 
Cheese, 16@19c. Potatoes, 50@60c. Apples, per barrel, $8.50® 
$150. Dried apples, lie $ tb. H 

N e w York. Markets. 

N E W YORK. November 19. 

B E E F CATTLE—Since m y last report, there has been a regu
lar " break down" at the markets. Cattle brokers, and drovers 
have resorted to all sorts of Btratagems, trickery, deception and 
fraud, to maintain high prices; and they succeeded much longer 
than themselves had anticipated. But they found that " war 
prices" cannot be maintained for a long term of years, in tunes of 
peace. There has been a gradual decline of prices, for beef cattle 
Bince m y last report; and even at the present writing, the prices 
are tending downward, with, slow sales, and prices more in favor 
of purchasers, than those who have stock to sell. Drovers and 
cattle brokers saw the crisis in the future, more than six months 
ago. They knew it must come, as a natural consequence, as war 
and high prices usually go hand in hand; but when peace prevails, 
and weapons of warfare are laid down, and soldiers return to 
the peaceful pursuits of agriculture, nothing but an unusual scarci
ty with an unsatisfied demand will maintain high prices for a 
good length of time. 

During the past four weeks, the number of beef cattle receiv
ed at all the yards amount to 27,859, which is almost 7,000 head 
for each week. A verv large proportion of these animals consist
ed of rough bullocks, dry cows, old onen half fattened, and a good 
many bulls. The supply has exceeded tho demand. Only a 
Bmall number of extra-fed bullocks have been offered at any of the 
yards. The past week, there were a few that sold at 16c per fl)., 
net. (At the N e w York market, all beef cattle are sold, usually, 
the net weight of only four quarters. The hides and tallow are 
not reckoned. The purchaser receives these without expense. It 
is necessary to bear this in mind, in order to understand the 
quotations. In some cities, the fifth quarter or the hide aud 
tallow Is sold at the same price of the meat If this practice 
was adopted here, the price of beef would be still lower than 
it now is.) Bulls have been sold for 8c@4c per 16 gross 
live weight. The poorest grades of cattle, hundreds of which' 
were so poor that no fanner would kill them for his own 
use, have been sold for Sc@9c per ft., for the four quarters of 
dressed meat, the hides and rough tallow not reckoned. 
M I L C H C O W S — T h e demand for milch cows is not as active 

B O W as it was a month ago. The number received at all tho 
yards is just 400 during the past four weeks. Prices are working 
downward, except for superior milkers. Superior fresh eows sell 
for $70@$150 per head, according to the quality. Scores of old 
things, that an enterprizing farmer would hardly accept, as a 
fratuity, have been disposed of for $80@$40 per head. The 
ownward tendency of beef has dragged the price of milch cows 
down also. 
CALVES—Fat calves are still in excellent request The price 
has been very steady since m y last report. The best milk-fatten
ed calves sell readily for 18c@14c per lb., live, gross weight. The 
demand exceeds the supply; Prices aro firm and sales quick, at 
these rates. But as most of the calves are thin, poor animals, 
unfit to slaughter, they have been sold at almost every price •fi-om 
$2 per head to $16 per head, according to quality and size. 
Hundreds are sold in the city, of which reporters never get the 
number. But the number received at all the yards and meat-
stands for the past four weeks, is 4,861. 
S H E E P A N D L A M B S — I t seems as if all the pastures In the 

land have opened their gates to pour forth their quota oi sheep 
and lambs. During the past four weeks, 117,858 sheep and lambs 
have been received at all the yards, bcsideB an untold number 
that we never hear of, which are brought in by farmers, and sold 
where they can find a market. There has never before bc6n BO 
large a number of sheep received during four consecutive weeks, 
as since the date of m y last report. 
The prioes have fluctuated and have been quite unsteady 

during most of the time, and twice they have been lower than at 

present But smaller supplies have given a better tone to the 
market, so that to-day, the best fat sheep are selling for 6c@6^c 
per lb., live,'gross weight. Most of them, however, bring only 
4c@5c per ft. Lambs sell for 6c@8c per ft., live gross weight 
Only a few however, sell as high as 8c. 
There are so many miserably poor sheep brought to market, 

that it often requires most of the week to dispose ef the weekly 
arrivals. Fat sheep and fat lamb6 are in good request, and will 
be so all winter. If a farmer has a lot of sheep of medium 
quality, he will be a gainer to fatten them well and have them 
ready to sell early in the spring. Fat sheep always command a 
remunerating price at that season of the year. Provide comfortable 
sheds, an abundance of good straw, a little hay and corn stalks 
and one pint of grain each, daily, and it will be profitable feed 
ing sheep for the coming winter. But the feeding should com
mence before the sheep begin to grow poor. 

SWINE—The unusually heavy receipts of live hogs and other 
animals, has glutted the swine market, so that the prices have 
been lower than at the present writing. The number received 
at all the yards during the four past weeks, amounts to 82,081. 
To-day the prices are a trifle fli-mer, and trade Is more active. 
The best Western corn-fed hogs are selling at 7}fc@Sc@8%c per 
ft., live, gross weight. Should the weather continue warm, the 
prices will not improve. If the weather becomes cold, and winter 
should commence in good earnest, prices may advance a trifle. 
P O U L T R Y — T h e market is literally glutted with all kinds of 

poultry; and the meat markets, all over N e w York and Brook
lyn, groan beneath the unprecedented supply of gallinaceous 
fowls, turfceys, geese, ducks and wild game. The supply never 
seemed to be larger. I am utterly unable to settle down on any 
price at which a farmer could dispose of hifl poultry, were he to 
bring it to the city, as it is difficult to sell, even good lots. Fowls 
retail to-day at 15c@18c@20c per lb. Very little sells fdr 20C 
If a good lot should arrive on a clear cold day. it would be taken 
quickly at 14c@18c per ft. But were the weather warm and 
rainy, the proprietor might be obliged to sell for 12c@18c per lb. 
MOLASSES—Tbe market is dull and for the moment prices 
are irregular, though-as a general thing holders do not seem dis
posed to make concessions. By auction we note 80 hhds., Porto 
Rico at 65c, 40 bbls. N e w Crop N e w Orleans at 96c., and 100 
hhds., Demerara 55c@80c. At private sale 120 hhds. Cuba 
Clayed, to arrive from the eastward, on private terms. 
S U G A R S — R a w Sugars are extremely dull, buyers refusing to 

operate until gold becomes more settled. W e quote nominally 
at 10cX@103ic.; sales of 118 hhds., at 9c@10o for Cuba and 12)rf 
@18c, for Porto Rico. Refined are dull at about 15Ji@16c for 
Hards. Messrs. R. L. & A. Stuart have to-day reduced then-
quotations for Refined as follows: Granulated, 15«c.: Ground 
15?£c.; White A, 14%o.; Yellow C, 15%a 
GRAIN—The great inquiry amopg dealers in grain (If they are 
not posted), is why is the price of wheat and flour, so enormous
ly high f I answer, these fabulous prioes are maintained only by 
greedy speculators. At no former period, since the close of the 
war, has there been a more prevalent spirit of wild speculation. 
Speculation is rampant Speculators run up prices by competi
tion with each other.. Speculators In N e w York'can be supplied 
with any amount of money at five or six per cent, while in the 
large cities of the west, ten apd twelve per cent, is required. 
Speculators roll In their wealth; and a IOSB of ono hundred thou
sand dollars to-day, is hardly felt, as they will make it up to
morrow, with compound interest Our currenoy is our chief 
medium of exchange; and while it is ever fluctuating, specula
tors will use it as a means of keeping prices high, so long as they 
can make money by the operation. They wfll withhold their 
grain from the markets; and manage in every possible way to 
maintain high prices, so long as they can mako the most money 
by their stratagems. Then, when they find that they can make 
the most money by putting their grain at low figures, down it 
goes, from $2.50 per Dushetfor wheat, to $1.00 

e are on the verge of a tremendous crash. Many speculators 
are panic-stricken; and just as soon as a few ot the leaders per
ceive that they can make more money by hurrying large quanti
ties of grain into the market at once, down will go the prioes. 
There is no good reason why wheat should be so high as it has 
been. There is no foreign oall for it; and there Is not likely to 
be very soon. The price of wheat nas declined several cents per 
bushel during the past month; and prices for all grades of flout 
have been fluctuating almost every day. There is nothing to 
maintain the high prices of grain but wild speculation. The 
prioes may be soon up. for a few days higher than they now are; 
but, before a farmer can shovel his wheat Into the bags, down 
they go. 
Our advice is, that if a farmer has wheat to sell, he will not 

gain anything by holding on for a better price. Every thing lis 
tumbling down. Thousands of merchants are here, this week, 
to purchase goods, who will not purchase till next week, as the 
prioes are declining, on almost every article a farmer needs. 
During the past week there has been a good degreo of aotlvity, 

but much irregularity, in ooneequenoe of the largo arrivals from 
the West, the sudden ohanges in the Western markets, and the 
great break In the Erie Canal. There Is still a prospect of heavier 
arrivals, should the weather continue open, so that navigation 
shall not be closed till December. The present stook of wheat 
now on hand is about 800,000 bushels: and the prospect is that 
the season will close with about 2,000,000 of bushels in store. 
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The stook cousists chiefly of No. 2 Spring, with a liberal supply 
of good White and Amber Winter; the latter has been in mod
erate demand at variable prices; White is held with much con
fidence, hut has sold slowly, the extreme prices insisted on res
tricting the milling demand. W e notice a limited inquiry for 
Unsound Spring (old) for export, at about $2 per bush. New 
Spring is held much above the limits of shippers' orders, and is 
likely to rule higher. Prices are 7@l'0c $ bush, lower as com
pared with this day week. To-day w e have had a very unsettled 
market; the business has been limited, and prices are nominal
ly 5c $J bushel lower. Millers hold off, owing to the decline in 
gold and the more liberal offerings; prices at the close have a 
downward tendencv. The sales aTe 9,500 'bush, at $2.40 for 
Straight No. 2 Chicago Spring; $3.05@$3.10 for Amber State 
and $3.15 for small lots of very choice do. 
Barley has been in good demand both for export and for local 

use, and notwithstanding the liberal arrivals and decline in gold, 
prices have slightly improved; the exports since the 1st of Sep
tember are about 875,000 bush., and hence we have already ex
ported more than half the excess of the present crop of last 
year, and we are likely to close the year with a moderate stock; 
there are now on the canal about 950,000 bush., mostly Canadian, 
and the prospect is now that the major part of it will be taken 
for shipment, as freights are very low and are likely to continue 
so for some weeks to come; onr present 6tockis about 1,200,000 
bush.; this is light, our increased wants considered; closing less 
active and l@2c lower; sales of 87,000 bush, at $1.08 for West
ern, $1.07@$1.08 for Canada WeBt in bond, and $1.88 reported 
for do. free. 
Oats have been in fair demand, and have fluctuated daily; the 

inquiry has been chiefly speculative, though fair for home use, 
and moderate for export: the break in the Canal, and decline 
and variations in gold have-been the chief causes of the fluctua
tions. W e have added slightly to our stock, and find it 1,720,000 
bush., but we are likely to close the year with a limited supply. 
Closing 2c lower with a fair demand at the decline: sales. 70.000 
bush, at 65c@67c for fair to good Chicago, and 70c@71c for 
State. Rye has been in limited request, and with moderate ar 
rivals prices have improved; our stock iB small, about 285 bush.. 
Closing heavy at $1.25@$1.28 for old Western, and $1.40 for 
State and Canadian. Indian corn has been-in moderate demand 
at very variable rates, the favorable news from Europe, a break 
in the Erie Canal, and marked decline in gold have been the 
principal causes of the fluctuations. The disposition to purchase 
to hold has not been so strong as hitherto, as with a most strin
gent money market and larger supplies of N e w daily, the local 
trade in Old cannot prove active. The high prices now current 
cannot fail to induce farmers near us to sell freely and promptly. 
Our preBent stock exceeds 2,900,000 bush., and is increasing. 
The quantity on the canal is moderate for the season; this, with 
a prospect of still higher prices at Liverpool, haB stimulated the 
market materially, but these high prices cannot fail to greatly 
restrict its consumption. The exports of the week are 98,992 
bush, against 183,696 bush, last year. At the close the market is 
heavy and moderately active; the demand is for speculation 
chiefly; sales of 190,000 bush, at $1.28@$1.80 for Mixed West
ern in store; $1.29@$1.80 for do. afloat, and $1.12@$1.15 for 
N e w Jersey Yellow. 
F L O U E A N D MEAL.—There has been much irregularity and 

depression in prices of late. The market at the present writing 
is less active, and with a decline in gold and more liberal offer
ings, prices of all grades are 20@25c lower, and heavy at the 
dose, the demand being confined entirely to the local trade; th 
Bales are 5.700 barrels at $8.15@$10.20 for Superfine State; $8.2, 
@$10 80 for ordinary to common Extra State; $10.40@$12 for 
Fancy State (Sound); $9.10@$11.20 for the low grades of West
ern Extra; $10.85@$11.95 for Shipping Ohio: $12@$1410 for 
Trade brands, and $14.25—$18 for St. Louis Extras. Canadian 
flour has been only in moderate request, and with limited arri
vals, has declined but slightly, (the Btock is light, and we are oer-
toin to close the season with a limited-supply,) closing dull, 
heavy, and lower; sales 100 barrels, at $14@1(S.10 for Trade and 
Family Extras. Southern flour has fluctuated Blightly, has de
clined and closes heavy and lower, though the stock of all 
grades is limited; sales 100 barrels at $12.10@$14.15 for common 
to fair Extra Baltimore and Country, and $14.25@17 for Trade 
and Family brands. Rye flour has been more freely offered, and 
with only a moderate demand prices have declined, closing dull 
and lower; sales 800 barrels, at $6.85@$6.75. Corn Meal has 
been in less active demand; prices have fluctuated and closes 
nominal. Buckwheat flour has been in fair demand, has flucfr 
uated and closes lower and dull at $8.25@8.75 W100 ft. 
P R O V I S I O N S — T h e pork market is dull, but comparatively 

steady though buyers evinced no disposition to increase their 
obligations. Sales in lots, at $21@$22.50, cash and regular way, 
fin-Mess, closing at $22 cash, and $20 for Prime » bbl. Cut 
Meats are inactive and depressed at 12@18c for Shoulders, and 
14ftlSVcfor H a m s ; sales 125 packages. Bacon continues dull 
and hefvy at 13@13Jfc for Cumberland Out; 18#@14cfor short 
rib and 18)<?@14c for short clear, City and Western. Sales, 50 
boxes Lard has been more active, but depressed in prices. Bales 
since our last, 1,400 tcs. and bbls at 12#@18%c, and small lots 
atl3%<&14Ji $ ft/ Beef is in slack demand at $12.50@$18.50 
for Plata Mess, and $18.25®$28.50 for Extra do.; sales have been 
renorted of 280 bbls. Tierce Beef is nominal. Beef Hams con-
tinue^Tefty and heavy at $32@$87 * bbl. Sales 150 bbls. 
Dressed Hogs opened tamely at 9c@°#o, and closed heavily at 
S X e @ 9 ^ c for heavy to light. 

Special Notices. 

T H E KiTTATrNNY BLACKBEEET—Still maintains its claims to 
superiority in every respect. N e w Catalogue, tes'timonials, prices, 
&c., sent for two stamps. Address, E. Williams, Montelair, N e w 

$700 a Tear, without Expense— -250,000 
Witnesses. 

Purchasers of Sewing Machines will be interested in the fol
lowing statements: 

Mrs. H. B., of Rookford, 111., writes to MesBrs. Wheeler and 
Wilson: 
1 send you a Wheeler & Wilson Machine, No. 10,426, to have 

attached the recent improvements—the improved loop-check, 
tension, glass toot, new style hemmer, braider and corder. I 
have used this machine for six years witlumt repairmg, and in 
that time it has earned for m e a little over $4,000, 

Mrs. F. H. F.,of Elizabeth, N. J., writes: I have had one of 
the Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Maohines, No. 6,852, for ten years. 
It has been used by myself, family, and friends, constantly, with 
no expensefor repairs. 
T w o hundred and fifty thousand witnesses might be called 

(the number of machines manufactured by the Wheeler & Wil
son Co.), but these two testimonials are sufficient to direct 
attention to a very important particular. Simplicity in the 
structure of a machine is of prime importance as regards its com-
Erehension, facility of working, and need of repairs. Friction 
•om complication of parts and movements is sure to work mis

chief. A sewing machine should be able to make 1,000 stitches a 
minute, say eight hours each day. This would give annually 
about 150,000,000 of stitches, or, in ten years, 1,500,000,000, and 
of course require a corresponding number of movements. Hence, 
the bearing and moving points and surfaces Bhould be carefully 
observed. Are there many points to oil, or is much oil required ! 
If so, the machine will soon want repairs. 
In the testimony before the Commissioner of Patents, the 

witnesses, mechanical experts, well qualified from observation 
and experience, directed his especial attention to the simplicity 
of the Wheeler and Wilson machine, and its consequentyree-
domfrom wear and need of repairs. 
John Sibley depoBed: I must declare the Wheeler & Wilson to 

be the most wonderful and comprehensive sewing mechanism 
ever put into the American market. It is the simplest as well 
as the most cunning in principle. There is genius ami high 
mechanical ability in its arrangement, and therefore it is most 
reliable and easy to keep in order. There is a directness of 
connection between the power and the result, never found by 
m e in the devices of any other inventor, and the mechanical 
results follow of the highest possible speed, quiet, and easy 
movement, which make It a delight to mechanicians. I think it 
just to denominate it one of the marvels of the age. 
George H. Collins deposed: I have long regarded the Wheeler 

& Wilson machine as the most ingenious in plan, and the most 
remarkable in itB performance. The wide range of work to 
which it iB adapted, the great rapidity of its movement, and its 
almost noiselesB execution, are due to itB peculiar construction. 
I am satisfied that one of these machines will do .eight or ten 
times as much as can be done by hand, and quite one-fifth more 
than any other two-thread machine will do. With very trtftkig 
repairs it will run ten years. No machine of equal merit has 
ever been under m y observation. 
Charles A. Durgin deposed: I have been familiar with sewing 

machines lor many years. The Wheeler <fc Wilson machines are 
vastly superior in their adaptation and use upon all classes of 
work for domestio purposes. One great consideration iu the UBa 
of sewing machines is the expense of repairs. From the ease 
of all its mechanical movements, the Wheeler & Wilson machine 
Is subjected to but slight wear, and the expense of repair is very 
slight in comparison with other machines. I am fully convinced 
that they do not cost one-fifth ot that of any other two-thread 
machine. 

N. D. Stoops deposed: I have visited all the principal sowing 
machine manufactories, and have had the best facilities for find
ing out not only what was best, but why it was best. The 
Wheeler & Wilson is the simplest in parts, the most direot, quiet 
and rapid in action of any two-thread machine. Other machines 
cannot keep up with it. I now sell all kinds, and sell ten of 
these to one of any other. Others come back for exchange with 
many murmurs and complaints; these never. Once sold, they 
are gone, and as an article of merchandise they are always 
salable. ^ . . 
Sewing with a machine is suoh an advance upon hand sewing 

that it should not be surprising to hear any machine commended^ 
Those, however, are best qualified to judge of their comparative 
value, who havo tried more than one thoroughly. A maohine 
may, by some peculiarity, be well suited to a special work, and 
yet poorly adapted to the general purpose of sewing. Many of 
what arc called selling points in a machine are simply frivolous, 
and intended to tiokle the fancy of those who are sold. It is no 
great recommendation in a horse for family use, that it con walk 
on three legs: and so useless trickB in a sewing machine should 
bo Ignored. Substantial excellencies only can stand the test of 
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time and use. Are the offices it performs useful, and does it 
cute them well. 
Other questions are important. Is the company honorable and 

responsible? Are its guarantees "well filled? JDoeB it furnish 
facilities for supplies and repairs ? Usually those promise most 
who intend to perform least. Scores of manufacturers have dis
appeared and left purchasers of machines with no means of re
pairs or of obtaining needles and parts of machines, greatly to 
the detriment of the sewing machine business. , 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
K A T E S O F ADVERTISING—$2.50 per square, or 25 cents a line per 

month; one column, each insertion, $25.00. Displayed adver

tisements and cuts inserted at the same rates. Special notices, 

50 cents a line. 

THE WESTERN RURAL 
A LARGE QUARTO WEEKLY PAPER 

FOK THE FARM INS FIRESIDE, 

PUBLISHED AT OBIOAQO AND DETROIT. 

THE WESTERN RURAL 

agricultural journal, and has won a very large circulation 
throughout the West.—Chicago Journal. 
The Western Rural has established a popularity beyond pre

cedent.—Detroit Free Press. 
Our readers should give it preference to any Eastern agricul

tural paper.—Chicago Tribune. 

§2.50 per Year; $2.00 in Clubs of Four, 

Magnificent Premiums to Agents. $1,000 in Seventeen 
Cash Prizes for Largest Lists. 

A Wheeler &. Wilson $60 Family Sewing 
Machine for 25 New Subscribers ! 

Specimen copies and full particulars sent free. 

Address, H. N. F. LEWIS, 

dec-It Publisher Western Rural, Chicago or Detroit. 

LIMBER AND LOG BOOK. 

SCRIBNER'S 

READY EECKOKER, 
The most full and complete book ever published for SHIP 

BUILDERS, BOAT BUILDERS, L U M B E R M E R C H A N T S 

and MECHANICS, being a correct measurement of Scantling, 

Boards, Plank, Cubical contents of Square and Round Timber, 

Saw Logs, Wood, &e. comprised in a number of Tables, to which 

are added Tables of Wages by the month, Board or Rent by the 

week or day, Interest Tables, &c. By J. M. S'CRIBNER, Au

thor of " Engineer's and Mechanic's Companion," " Engineer's 

Pocket Table Book," &c, &c. No book of its kind has ever had 
so extensive Bale as this. Over 300,000 copies have been sold, 
and the demand is constant and steady all over the United States, 
Canada, California, &c. 
HS'-Price 80 cents, sent post-paid on receipt of this amount 
The book can be had of booksellers generally throughout the 

United States. Book Agents will find this a very profitable and 
salable work to carry; it takes up but little room, and will sell. 

Address, GEO. W . FISHER, Publisher, 
dec Eochester, N. T. 1O0O AGENTS 
TACKENZIE'S 

& CANVASSERS WANTE®. 
M A C K E N Z I E ' S 1 0 , 0 0 0 RECEIPTS, or U N I V E R S A L 

ENCYCLOPEDIA,—containing Roceipts in Agriculture, 
Brewing, Cooking, Carving, Cements, Cosmetics, Dying, Distilla
tion, Farriery, Fire Works, Inks, Medicine, Metallurgy, Perfum
ery, Poisons and Antedotes, Preserving, Photography, Tanning, 
Varnishes, Wines, &c, & c , &c. &c, 
UST" Liberal terms and exclusive territory given. 
Apply to T. E L L W O O D ZELL, & Co., Publishers, Phila

delphia, « d,ec-2t 

GRAND CHANCE FOR INVESTMENT. 
DOTY'S AXLE LIFTER. 
APPROVED by the American Institute Farmers' Club at its 

session held June 12th, and especially commended by 
Messrs. Robinson, Quinn, Bergen, and other prominent members. 
Holds up eight hundred pounds, and costs but a dollar and a half. 
Tip-top'thing to sell, and large profit to salesmen. Easily made,. 
and large profits. Buy two or four Comities for One Hundred 
Dollars and have a good business of your own. Sample sent by 
Express, on receipt of one dollar. 

Address; W M . M. D O T T , 
dec-St 82 Courtlandt Street, N. Y. 

" A N D R O O JOHNSON"."—-His Comic Life. By 

_CS- Nasby. The richest book out. Full of engravings. 

Only 20 cents, post free. Address, HUNTER & CO., 

dec-3t Hinsdale, N. H. 

KOLD FENS GIVEN A W A Y . 
SAMPLES OF "ADAMS & CO.'S CELEBRATED GOLDEN 

Pens" will be sent FREE on receiptof a stamp for postage. 

Address, ADAMS & CO., 21 Bromfield street,'Boston. dec-It 

E V E R Y BODY'S FRIEND—Contains the Lady's 
Guide to Beauty; Parlor Theatricals; the Parlor Magician ; 

H o w to Make all kinds of Liquors without the use of poisonous 
articles; H o w to make all kinds of Powders, Rouges, Salts, Curl
ing Fluids, Hair Dyes, etc ; H o w to Make the Whiskers and 
Mustaches grow; Fortune Teller, etc, etc. Price 25 cents. 

SHORT-HAND WITHOUT A MASTER.—By 
which the nature of taking down Sermons, Lectures, Speech

es, Trials, etc., may be attained in a few hours. Fifty-third 
Edition, with Supplement. Price 26 cents. 
JOE MILLER, JR.—A Book crammed full of Jokes, 

Comical Stories, Witty Sayings, Funny Puns, Laughable 
Conundrums, Humorous Poetry. Price 10 cents. 

THE BOOK. OF WONDERS—Tells how to Make 
Cidor without Apples or other Fruit. It also contains 

the Hunter's Secret; how to Catch Fish and all kinds, of Game; 
how to Make all kinds of Liquors, all kinds of Onguents and 
Curling Fluids; Gambling Exposed; Information of importance 
to Ladies, etc., etc. Price 25 cents. 

FIVE HUNDRED PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 
MOST PROMINENT PERSONS OF T H E AGE—embrac

ing Actors, Actresses, Opera Siegers. Officers of the Army and 

Navy, Statesmen, Authors, Artists, Clergymen, Kings, Queens, 
etc., etc., all on one Card. Price 25 cents. 

VENTRILOQUISM MADE EASV,—and the 
Second Sight Mystery, as practiced by Robert Heller and 

others, fully Explained. Price 15 cents. 

THE MOST LAUGHABLE THING ON EARTH. 
— A Game that can be played by any number of persons, 

from two to fifty; is capable or Fifty Thousand Changes, End. 
less Transformations of Wit and Humor, and invariably produces 
roars of Laughter. Price SO cents. 

THE BOOK OF 500 CURIOUS PUZZLES,— 
with numerous illustrations. Price 50 cents. 

BOOK OF RIDDLES AND 500 HOME AMUSE
MENTS,—with sixty illustrations. Price 50 cents. 

BOOK OE FIRESIDE GAMES.—Illustrated. 
Price 50 cents. 

P A R L O R THEATRICALS,—or Winter Evenings' 
Entertainments. Illustrated. -Price 50 cents. 

rpHE MAGICIAN'S OWN BOOK.—A complete 
_L guide to the art of Conjuring. Illustrated with over 500 
engravings. Price $1 50.' 

IF 
T H E S E C R E T O U T ; — o r , One thousand Tricks with 

Cards. Illustrated with about 800 engravings. Prioe $150-

r p H E S O C I A B L E ; — o r , Ono Thousand and One Home 

JL Amusements, with nearly 300 illustrations. Price $160. 

M O R G A N ' S F R E E M A S O N R Y EXPOSED 
A N D EXPLAINED.—Showing tho Origin, History and 

Nature of Masonary; its effect on the Government and the 
Christian Keliglon; and containing a Key to all the Degrees of 
Freemasonary. Giving a clear and correct view of tho manner 
of conferring the different degrees as practiced in all lodges 
throughout the Globe. Price 25 cents. 
Complete Catalogues of Books, Games, and Photographs, will bo 

sent ou receipt of a postage Btamp. 
Either of the above sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of the 

price, by 0. A. R 0 0 R B A C H , 
dec-Om. 122 Nassau Street, N e w York. 
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$20 A B A T T O A G E N T S . 
THE FASTEST SELLING 

AND BEST MAP EVER ISSUED. 
LLOYD'S GREAT MAP OF NORTH ' AMERICA AND 

SOUTH AMERICA; 
Or, T H E UNITED STATES CONTINENT IN 1900,24 square feet, en
graved on steel, mounted and varnished, with rollers, and colored 
in forty States and Territories, cost $100,000 and four years' la
bor, finished to-day; worth $20, yet retails for $2.50; shows 
8,000,000 places, 500 railways, and 60,800 railway stations, 800,000 
towns, villages, post offices, cities, gold and silver mines, 20,000 
Btations on the Overland. Dispatch, Mail, Telegraph, and Emi
grant routes across the Plains and Rocky Mountains. The At
lantic Telegraph Cable and the whole Continent is shown? from 
the spot in the Artie Ocean where Sir John Franklin perished, 
westward, through Behring Strait, to the Pacific, and southward 
25,000 miles, around Cape Horn to Greenland—water entirely 
surrounding this mighty Continent, all seen and comprehended 
at a single glanee. By the study of such a map is geography 
only learned. This is the first map ever made which shows the 
oorrect course of the Missouri, Yellowstone'and Columbia Rivers, 
and their hundreds of tributaries. I refer to the "War Depart
ment, or the American Fur Company, St Louis. This is a map 
for the world to consult; a map for the student and Statesman ; a 
map for the crowned heads of Europe to ponder over—showing 
the greatness of the United States Territory, which has doubled 
since 1852, and its greatness when its wings shall have expanded 
over the whole continent, from the North Pole to the South Sea, 
To insure this Map being hung up in every house throughout the 
civilized world, we have engraved a large separate Map of the 
United States portion of the Continent on a scale eight times as 
large as the main Map, and colored it in 4,000 distinct counties, 
and printed it on the reverse side, so by raising the bottom roller 
the County M a p fiices you, showing every minute village, railway 
Btation, and distances between, and county seat 400,000 names 
and 86,000 railroad stations. Both MapB for $2.50. 
County Rights given to each Agent 
Send money for a sample, and see the Map first If not sold, 

taken back on demand. Agents are averaging 20 copies a day. 
Printed instructions how to canvass well furnished, our agents. 

Ladies do as well as men. J. T. L L O Y D , 
American Map Publisher, 

No. 23 Courtlandt st, N e w York. 
and No. 4 "Wine Office Court, Fleet St, London. 

Wholesale agents with capital could make a fortune on this 
great M a p in California, France, Germany, Spain, South America, 
Cuba, Canada, Texas, N e w Orleans, and the Western States. $5 to 
$10 a copy could be easily obtained. dec-It 

C R O Q U E T P R I Z E S — I n c l u d i n g all the various imple
ments, book of instruction, and everything required for 

playing this popular and delightful game (except the pretty 
girls), distributed among those solving the Prize Puzzle in the 
present number of M E U E Y M A N ' S M O N T H L Y . Pleasure and 
profit combined I All may compete. Frank Bellew's Comic 
History of America, the funniest thing that has appeared-for a 
long time, is just commenced. Get a single copy and judge its 
merits for yourself. It is a great favorite with the ladies, and 
the young folks are delighted with H o m e recreations, and con
juring, magic, games, &c., given therein. Greenbacks or other 
valuable prizes are given in the puzzle department every month. 
Sold by all dealers, and on the principal railroads. 1 o cents a 
copy, $1.25a year, 65 cents for sis months. Premiums for clubs. 
None free. Nowhere can you secure more agreeable recreation or 
innocent amusement for so small an outlay. 

HANEY & CO., 109 Nassau St., N. T. 
^^"Entertaining Correspondence from all quarters is desired. 

We also publish— 

S E C R E T S " W O R T H KNOWING.-Tells how to 
make all kinds of patent medicines, perfumery, toilet arti

cles, coametics, candies, wines, cordials, and delicious beverages, 
soaps, vermin remedies, dves, and hundreds of articles in uni
versal demand, easily made, and sold at immense profits. 2 5 
cents. 

R O G U E S A N D ROGUERIES.—Fully exposing all 
tricks and traps of great cities, and all swindles and hum

bugs everywhere. 2 5 cents. 
The N e w York Evening Express says: " It is a revelation of 

all the tricks and traps which are set for the unwary in this gay 
metropolis. The secrets told- of N e w York inner and under life 
are at times thrilling and amusing, and always vivid." 

H O W T O M A K E A B A D M E M O R Y G O O D . -
And a Good one Better. Will enable any one to acquire a 

wonderful degree of memory. 1 5 cents. 

H A N D B O O K O F V E N T R I L O Q U I S M . — S o sim
ple, clear, and explicit, that any one can acquire the art. 

Also, how to make the Magic Whistle, for imitating birds, ani
mals' Insects, &c. 1 5 cents. 

It is really a valuable aid to those desirous of acquiring the 
art and the instructions and explanations are so simple and ex
plicit that there is no difficulty in understanding them.'1—Boston 
Wide World. 
g^gy A n y of the above «ent postpaid on receipt of price. dec-It 

TRIAL OF PLOWS AND OTHER IMPLEMENTS 

THE NEW YORK STATE 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

TEIAL OF PLOWS AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL 

IMPLEMENTS THE ENSUING SEASON. 

Proposals will be received from places where suitable erections 
and grounds can be had for the Trial. Notice to be given to the 
subscriber, at the State Agricultural Rooms, Albany, previous to 
the first of January, 1867, giving a brief description in each ease 
of the advantages claimed for the places oifered. 
Agricultural Rooms, Albany, Oot. 36th, 1866. 
dec-It B. P. J O H N S O N , Sec'y. 

W E E K L Y 

FR-JVIPilE: FARMER, 
The Oldest and the Best in the great Northwest, 

Will commence its 27th year of publication, Jan. 1st, 1867. 

FREE TJ1VTIE JA.1VTJ.A_RY, 1887. 

All new subscribers for 1867, sent in previous to January 1st, 
will receive the balance of 1866 F R E E from time the names are 
received. 

Subscription, $2.00 per Year-. 

AN EXTRA COPY GIVEN FOR CLUBS OF EIGHT. 

$2,000 IS PBEMITFMS TO BE GIVEN AWAY, 
8 AMPLE COPIES sent free with full particulars, to those desir
ing to secure Clubs. Address, 

E M E R Y & CO., 
dec. 192 Lake Street, Chicago, 111, 

TAKE YOUR CHOICE! 

W e will send a FIFTY-FIVE D O L L A R S E W I N G M A C H I N E , 
either Wheeler & Wilson, or Grover & Baker, to any person 
sending us before the first of January next, the names of 

SIXTEEN NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

I f E A V T O R K O B S E R V E R , 

with the money, ($56) for one year in advance. 

E P ~ O n and after January 1,1867, we shall require E I G H T E E N 

new subscribers ($68.) W e havo sent away as premiums more 

than 

XHKEE nxjisrr>KEr> 
of those machines, and they give universal satisfaction. Sample 

copies and circulars sent free. 

Terms—'$3.50 a Year, In Advance. 
S I D N E Y E. M O R S E , Jr., * Co., 

dec-It 37 Park R o w , N e w York. 

EARLY GOODRICH POTATOES. 
F O R SALE, A T SIX D O L L A R S P E R B A R R E L . Cole-

brook Seedlings, $4 per barrel. Delivered at railroad, free. 
Terms to the trade and on large orders, given on application. 
Circulars free. The Early Goodrich is the best and most produc
tive early potato known, and the Colobrook ia a splendid new 
variety. C. W . G L E A S O N , 
dec-It . Holdon, Mass. 

F O R SALIC. 

A F R U I T F A R M and G A R D E N of Twenty-two acres, 

Terms, to Buit the purchaser. Apply to or address. 

D. J. B. HOYT, 
dec-tf Gaines, Orleans County, N. Y, 
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THE OLDEST ESTABLISHMENT |fpHE GREAT FAMILY SEWING MACHINE. 

IN THE UNITED STATES. 

OYER FORTY THOUSAND NOW IN USE!! 

GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

MELODEONS. 
GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

AUTOMATIC ORGANS. 
GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.'S 

SCHOOL ORGANS. 

GtiOYER&BAKERS 
E L A S T I C S T I T C H 

SEWING MACHINES, 
Are Superior to all others for the following reasons: 

r direct from the spools, and require no rewinding 1. They« 
of thread. 
2. They are more easily understood and used, and leas liable to 

derangement than other machines. 
8. They are capable of executing perfectly, wlthont change of 

adjustment, a much greater variety of work than any other 
machine. . . 
4. The stitch made by these machines is much more Arm, 

elastic and durable, especially upon articles which require to be 
washed and ironed, than any other stitch. 
6. This stitch, owing to the manner in which the thread is In

wrought, is much the most plump and beautiful in use. and 
retains this plumpness and beauty even upon articles frequently 
washed and ironed until they are worn out. 
6. The structure of the seam ia such that, though it be cut or 

broken at intervals of only a few stitches, it will neither open, 
run, or ravel, but remain Arm and durable. 

7. Unlike other machines, these fasten both ends of the seam 
by their own operation. 
8. With theBe machines, while silk is used upon the right or 

face side of the seam, cotton may be used upon the other side 
without lessening the strength or durability of the seam. This 
can be done on no other machine, and is a great saving upon all 
articles stitched or made up with silk. 
9. These machines, in addition to their superior merits as 

instruments for sewing, by a change of adjustment, easily learned 
and practiced, execute the most beautiful and permanent em
broidery and ornamental work. 

GROVER & B A K E R S. M. CO. 
495 Broadway, New York, 

ap-tf or, 48 State St., Rochester. 

WITH MANUAL SUB BASS! 
Combining all of their Recent Improvements: 

DiYided Swell, Graduated Swell, Basso Tenuto, Organ 

Melodeon, &c. 

The Basso Tenuto, Divided Swell, and Graduated Swell, can 
only be obtained in Melodeons of our manufacture. 

Can be found at all tho principal Music Stores throughout th 
United States, Canada, and the British Provinces. H o other 
musical instrument ever obtained the same popularity. 

Manufactory, corner of Niagara and Maryland streets, Buffalo, 
N e w Tort. 

Wholesale depot, 89 Washington street, Chicago, III 

We now manufacture over forty different styles of the Melo
deon, Organ Melodeon, School Organ, Automatic Organ, Ac, and 
during the existence of our manufactory, have sent forth 

A GREATER NUMBER OF INSTRUMENTS 

than the whole of the other manufactories In the United States 
combined I And we have the proud satisfaction of adding, we 
have never had an Instrument returned from any Imperfections 
or deficiency in construction. 
ISF" Our N e w Illustrated Catalogue, just Issued, Is sent, free 

of postage, to any applicant 

^ P * Address orders or communications to 

G E O . A. P R I N C E * CO., 
Buffalo, N. Y., or 

GEO. A. PRINCE & CO., 
Chicago, 111. 

All Melodeons of our manufacture, eithor sold by us or dealers 
to any part of the United States or Canada, arc warranted to be 
perfect In every respeot; and should any repairs be necessary 
W o r e the expiration of F I V E Y E A R 8 from date of Bale, we 
hold ourselves ready and willing to make the same free of charge, 
provided the injury Is not caused by accident or design. 

Arrents for the sale of our Melodeons may bo found in all prin-
c., ,, cities and towns In the United States and Canada. oot-Sin 

PHILADELPHIA, 
T H E LARGEST, BEST, AND Mi»T PRODUCTIVE 

Hardy Raspberry. Stood unprotected 16° below, and 105 s 
above-zero, and averaged over $1*2'per bushel the past summer. 

IHetcalPs Early and Agriculturist Straw
berries—Wilson's Early and Klttattlnny 

Blackberries. 

Other Vines, Plants, and Trees for sale. Send for Catalogues 

gratis. W I L L I A M P A R R Y , 

sept-4t Cinnaminson, N. J. 

A G E N T S W A N T E D 
FOR THE 

NEW UNION UNITED STATES MAP. 

A Copperplate, County, Railroad, and Battle-Field Map, show
ing everything from the Atlantic to the Pacific; 3 8 by 5 8 
inches; and for the 

REBELLION BATTLE-BOOK. 
A profusely Illustrated, 700 page, royal octavo, One Volume 
History of the Civil War, with 268 dlatlnot battle descriptions. 
The beet book for agents extant 

And also for 

Hundreds of N e w Maps, Charts, Eneravlags, 
and Photographs In Great Variety. 

H. H. LLOYD & CO., 
nov Publishers, No. 21 John Street, W. Y. 

EVERY TOBACCO GROWER and Dealer should 
havo ono of Thompson's Tobacco Machines. They cut 

chvwlng and smoking. The cheapest machine In use. Manu
factory, IB East 27th street N e w York. J. T H O M P S O N , dlt 

" O R O O M B R U S H — A B O U T TKN TONS FOR SALE, 
1") at Moscow, Liviug*t..u county, N. Y., by JOHN SHEL
D O N . Also about 26 bushels broom seed—very good. dec-It 
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M A N U F A C T U R E R OF 

BOARDMAN & GRAY'S PATENT IMPROVED INSULATED IRON RII AND FRAME 

FULL, ROUND, MELLOW TONE-EASY AND ELASTIC TOUGH, ELEGANT AND ORNAMENTAL IN APPEARANCE. 

JTo.6. 
W H O L E S A L E -AJVI> B E T A I L , 

WAEEEOOMS, OOE1HIE OP BEOADWAT AUD NORTH FEEEY STEE.ET, ALBAIY, Iff. Y. 

The INSULATED IRON RIM AND FRAME PIANO 

FOETES are unequalled in all that constitutes 

A P E R F E C T INSTRUMENT. 

They are all made under the supervision of Mr. James A. 

Gray, who has been engaged in the business over THIRTY 

years. 

These Piano Fortes have received 

TWENTY GOLD MEDALS AND DIPLOMAS 

from the different Fairs and Institutes. 

An Illustrated Ciroular will be sent on application, from which 

a person can select with full confidence that as good an instru

ment will be sent, as if the person selected for himself 

Address, W M . McCAMMON, 

(Successor to Messrs. Boardman, Gray, &. Co.,) 

ALBANY, N. T. 

DOTY'S 
CLOTHES WASHER, 
using boiling-hot suds, saves three-fourths 
the labor and time—takes out all the 
dirt—no sore hands—no foetid air—no in-
j ory to the clothes. 
" It really merits all the good that can 

be said of It"—Sural New Yorker. 

THE UNIVERSAL 

CLOTHES WRINGER, 

COG-WHEELS, 

• wrings clothes almost dry, without Injury 
to the most delicate garments, and never 

sets tired or out of order. ,. 
^-Exclusive right of sale given to the first responsible appli

cant from each town. 
• Send for Circulars, giving wholesale and retail terms. 

R. C. BROWNING, General Agent, 
32 COUETLANOT STBF.ET, N E W YORK. 

oct^t (Opposite Merchants' Hotel.) 

W O O D - S A W I N G MACHINERY.-FARMER'S 
HORSE-POWERS, &c., &o. For Illustrated Circulars, 

containing description, &c, &c, address, 
J. W . M O U N T , Medina Iron Works, 

jept-tf Medina, Orleans Co., N. Y. 
DR. H. S. MILLER, 

ID E 3ST T I S T , 
T S A L W A Y S R E A D Y TO A T T E N D T O T H E NECESSITIES 
J_ of those desiring Dental Services, and tho public are assured 
that for promptness, as well as quality and prioe of work he 
will give entire satisfaction. 
TF.ETH E X T R A C T E D W I T H O U T PAIN. 
Oil and see us. Remember the number—over 

69 STATE STREET, ROCHESTER, N. Y, (West Side.) 
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THE AMERICAN FARMER 

1 8 6 7 . 1 8 6 7 . 

THE PRACTICAL PARMER'S OWN PAPER 

The Cheapst a M Best ki 
cultural Paper in 

O R D E R S F O R A L L A G R I C U I . T C R A I 
WORKS OE BOOKS 

Will Meet with. Prompt Attention, 
by addressing T H E A M E R I C A N F A R M E R , 

Rocliester, N. Y. 

WONDEKFDL DISCOVERY! 
I N M A K I N G C I D E R W I T H O U T APPLES.—Immense profits 

realized. A fortune can be made from it this fall, when ap
ples are so scarce. A n enterprising man can make $5,000 before 
Christmas, without leaving home. To a western man this know
ledge is a fortune in itself. Full directions, with individual right, 
sent for 25 cents. 

Address, J U L I U S RISING, 
dec-It Southwick, Mass. 

CIRCULATES IN EVERY STATE AND TERRITORY, 

T E R M © . 
One Copy, One Year. $1.00 
Five Copies " " 4-00 
Ten Copies " " 7.50 
and any larger number at the same rate, or SEVENTY-FIVE 
CentB each. 
(̂ - A FREE COPY TO THE GETTER UP OF A CLUB 

OF TEN. 

TABLE OF PREMIUMS TO AGENTS 
F O E 

Subscribers to tiie American Farmer, 

Tncker's Annua! Register, B at 80c each... 
I. Miner's Domestic Poultry Book ou 
I A Free Copy of T U B F A R M E R for 1866 or 

1867, unbound 1 00 
. Manual of Agriculture, or any book worth 1 00 
t Bound Vol. A M . F A E M E K for 1866 1 25 
I. A beautiful Steel Engraving of Gen. Grant.. 8 00 
. A beautiful Steel Engraving of PreB. Lincoln 8 00 
I. A set of Agricultural Books, worth 5 00 
'. Both of the.above Engravings 6 00 
i. A Choice Collection of Flower Seeds 6 00 

« " " " 10 00 
l. A n Agricultural Library 10 00 
i. Barometer, Woodruff's Mercurial 10 00 

5 S 

15. Webster's Pictorial Dictionary, lateBt edition 12 00 
16. Fifty Colored Fruit Plates, different, bound 12 50 
17. Choice Poultry, any variety, one trio 15 00 
18. A n Agricultural Library 15 00 
19. Barometer, Woodruff's Mercurial W 00 
20. A n Agricultural Library 20 00 
21. One hundred Colored Fruit Plates, all differ

ent, bound 25 00 
22. A n Agricultural Library 25 00 
28. Franklin Sewing Maohine 80 00 
24. An Agricultural Library 80 00 
25. Two hundred Colored Fruit Plates, all differ- -

ent, bound 60 SO 
26. A n Agricultural Library 60 00 
27. Grover &. Baker Sewing Maohine 65 00 
28. Lamb Knitting Machine 65 00 
29. Pure Bred Merino R a m 100 00 
80. In addition to the above, 

TWENTY DOLLARS, IN CASH, 
will bo given to the person who 'sends In THE LARGEST 

N U M B E R O F S U B S C R I B E R S to T H E F A E M E B before tit* 1st 

day qf February, 1S67. 

f W Postmasters, and all friends of agricultural Improvement 
are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscription" 

JOHN TURNER, 
Publisher and Proprietor, 

Rocneste* N. Y. 

SO 
-„ 
nui 
100 

INI 
1 .Ml 
125 
"Oil 

800 

120 
12(1 
1411 
1-10 

'illll 

aim 
226 
".,11 

.(mi 

C O N T E N T S O F T H I S N U M B E R . 

AGRICULTURE. 

December 361 
Work for the Month 861 
Western Michigan 862 
The Honey Bee 868 
H o w W e Farmitin the Genesee country—No 10 868 
Rockingham County Fair, N. H 864 
Sorghum growing 860 
Notes for the Month, by "S. W." 865 
The Hop Crop of 1866. 
Our Eastern Letter, No. 6 
Spirit of tho Agricultural Press: 

High Cultivation 
Gypsum in Stables 
Protection to Winter Wheat.. 
Care of Long Woooled Sheep. 
A Vine near the Door 
Dutch Cows 
Salting Butter 
Potatoes 

HORTICULTURE. 

Horticultural Retrospect 370 
Greeley Prize for Grapes 87L 
Crown Imperial ., 872 
Liming Fruit Trees 872 
Fritillarla 872 
Trenching Grape Vines 372 
Grafting Grape Vines . 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Street Songs in Scotland , 878 
Don't Drive the Boys from H o m e 878 
A Score of Conundrums 878 

LADIES DEPARTMENT. 

Household Cares—No. 1 .- 874 
Domestic Receipts 374 

EDITOR'S TABLE. 

Inquiries and Answers * 876 
Literary Notices 876 
Notes on the Weather 877 
The Markets 879 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Crown Imperial * 872 
Fritillaria -r. -• 872 

THE AMERICAN FARMER. 
O. MONTHLY JOURNAL OV 

AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. 
ILLOSTKATKD WITH NCMEB0U8 BNQEAVINOS OF 

Farm Buildings, Animals, Implements, Fruits, &c, 

Volume One, for 1800. 

One Dollar a Year, In Advance. 

Five Copies for $4.00 ; Eight Copies for $6.00; and any larger 

number at tho same rote. 

£ 3 f All subscriptions to commence with the year, and tiie 
entire volume supplied to all subscribers. 

M ^ Postmasters, Farmers, and all friends of improvement 
are respectfully solicited to obtain and forward subscriptions. 

Specimen numbers sent to all applicants. 
Subscription money, if properly inclosed, m a y be sent at the 

risk of the publisher. Address, 

J O H N T U R N E R , 
Publisher and Proprietor, Jiodieeter, N. Y. 

STEKEOTYVED BY JAMES LENMOX, 62 BUrTALO 6T ROCHESTER, N. T. 
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\m... 

This is a Reference Book and must 

not be taken from the Library-Rooms. 

Any person who shall mutilate, mark or other
wise deface this book will be subjected to the 
penalty of the law. 
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