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A Central Library in 1925 !

Rochester

A city of parks, of homes, of thriving

industries.

The only city of its size in the United States

without a Central Library.

A Central Library is the University of the People.
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Where Should It Be

Located?

BY

WILLIAM F. YUST
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A Central Library in 1925 1

Rochester

A city of parks, of homes, of thriving
industries.

The only city of its size in the United States

without a Central Library.

A Central Library is the University of the People.

The Central Library Location

The attention which the Central II*

brary is at present receiving prompts

me to state a few principles which

should guide in the selection of a site.

In the first, place due consideration

should be given to the strong influence

which the architecture of public build

ings has on the ideas and ideals of the

people. This applies especially to a li

brary on account of the nature of its

contents We call it the dwelling place

of books, the products of the master

minds of the ages, and we refer to the

public library as the people's univer

sity.

The library building therefore should

be an object lesson in architecture,

beautiful, dignified, impressive, per

manent. It should give the impres

sion that it is an educational institu

tion, not only identified with the In

struction and development of the people

and giving daily assistance to those

who use it, but also standing for all

that is noblest and best in the life

of the community.

It should be located where it will

best fulfill its pui poses. In locating it

the following points should be consid

ered:

1. Accessibility. It should be near

the center of the population to be

served. It should be remembered also

that this center of population may

shift in tho course of time. It should

be on or near the great thoroughfare

or thoroughfares of the city. Nearness

to Intersecting street car lines Is de

sirable, though if they are too near,

the noise will interfere.

2. Approach. Sufficient ground on all

sides is desirable but especially in

front to provide a dignified setting

and approach. There are library

buildings, however, which adjoin the

sidewalk. This has the advantage of

greater convenience to passers-by and

affords better advertising possibilities,
but it detracts from the architectural

effect. Distance is necessary to the

appreciation of a monumental building

such as the library should be.

3. Light and air. The location should

be high and dry with ample space

around it to admit an abundance of

natural light and fresh air. This for

bids the nearness of high buildings or

large chimneys emitting heavy smoke

or gasses.

4. Growth. There should be room

for addition to the building without

marring its architectural appearance

or Impairing its administration.

5. Residence section or business. It

may be either section or on the boun

dary line between the two. Most of the

large cities df the country have chosen

the residence portion probably because

there a suitable site was more easily

available or they have compromised on

an Intermediate location. But the idea

is gaining ground that the library is

most useful close to the street in the

very heart of the retail 'business sec

tion, 'because there it makes a stronger

appeal to the man in the street than it

does in a residence section at a secluded

distance from the passing throng. This

is one way of bringing the library to

the attention of the people and project

ing it into their daily thought. This

principle has had much weight in lo

cating some of our present branch li

brary quarters.
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6. Relation to other buildings. It is

desirable for it to stand on its own

ground, to be independent of other

buildings and institutions, such as the

city hall, a school, a business house,

etc. This adds to its appearance, ease

of administration and safety from fire.

It may well be one of a group of

public buildings, such as a school, a

church, an art gallery, as in the mod

ern civic center. The position it oc

cupies among such buildings has an

important effect on the position it oc

cupies in the minds of the people.

7. Cost of land. In securing a li

brary site the cost of land is an im

portant factor, which may have a

modifying influence on any of these

points. The opportunity for Rochester

to obtain a suitable library site cheap

is gone forever. It is still possible to

obtain a good site, but it will cost

money and a good round sum. It should

be the best the city can afford. On

the other hand the city can afford the

best. It should not be content with

anything else.

The city of Rochester does not pos

sess a single building erected for li

brary purposes. In this respect it is

behind every other large city in the

country and behind many of the small

villages in this state. Having waited

so long for this important public im

provement, it should insist on a build

ing that will be a model from the

standpoint of architecture and admin

istration and usefulness. Such a build

ing will be possible only on a site es

pecially selected for that purpose.

A
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LIBRA]

IS PROPOSED |
BY VANZANDT!

Suggests Combining Rundelt

Bequests with Reynolds

Library Resources.
+-

CUT IMPROVEMENTS

Urges Sacrifice of All But

Imperative Works to

Canal-bed Project.

The delay of all except impera

tive purely local improvements

until the

"

industrial and rapid-

transit railroad project is com

pleted and the establishment of a

central public library are urged

by Mayor Van Zandt in his 1922-

c presented to th-

Common Council last night.
Sufficient money is not available for

:i the year's program of local

nt work and finishing the]
canal railroad. The Mayor believes the

which will accrue to the city at <

from the canal development is suffi

cient to warrant, the sidetracking of all

local improvements absolutely ;

ary.

Central Library Needed.

The need of a read central library and

lie branch system is

d by the Mayor. Whi

,,oints out that the present condition of

finances precludes any imme

diate construction of such a building, he

imends thai a proper site be pro-

a building fund be pro-

by combining the Rundel fund and

Reynolds library fund,

hat a definite pro,,

Reynolds Mbrai
' with

iblishment and niain-

l] library.

The Ma '' aPPrecl"

ation few the co-operation and support

given him by the aldermen an

of Wi

is plea
' n' "

rtill i

Chief Sort ions of Message.

lows:
i . ,\ . Tl .

mcll of

:;rfoV-r

agyear|
In in

ing the

MAYOR VAN ZANDT.

ing the ensuing year Mint our city may not]
b [ in it progress.

Record Improvement Year.

The year 1922 established a record in the

5 matter' of public improvements, a record

to maintain the high

,r Rochester in years past;

bul points to even greater advWment

rs to come. Notably is this so

in the matter of the commencement upon

,,,, for the utilization and develop-

,ned Erie canal lands

u

which were acquired by the city early last

rhe importance of this.lmprovement,
can scarcely be' overesti

mated and we are only beginning to realize

Its possibilities now that the actual work

of construction is under way. 1anrlJ
First navment to the state for the lands

was made on January 10th and that gave

h the richt of entry upon the prop-

This was followexl by the advertising

for bids and letting of the contract for the

first set ti i the work, construction or

abwav and overhead thoroughfare be-

South avenue and a point west ot

Actual construction was be-

:,nd lias been carried for

ward since that time. The eon tract for

part of the development I s scheduled

t0 be completed November 1, 1923, and that

the city may begin to realfze the benefit oi

as soon after that date as

strongly urge early star.

remaining sections, more especially

that to of the contract now under]

Must Finish East Section.

The completion ot the easterly soHion|
Vill | l-j to make really available]

eof 1 he seel ion uom under coiiBtruc-

completlo'n will permit the re

nt the interurban trolley care

and now operat

ing upon t he loc line tract

this removal of the larger and heavier ears

the city's streets will mean greater
both local ana

ban lines.

financial demands for the carrying

o.n of i rial lands development will

[tate delay in some other projects or

,-ai character, and I urge

that no local improvement <

ur honorable body pxcept

ratlve. Ordinan
iv subdivi

(,d so far as | ".'" this

m ni\

1 ners oi the!

to be developed. The benefit

to the city ai largo.

canal lands developments. It

t0 me. should mitigate any sense

nt resulting from the post-
,r more purely local improve-

?entS' Bonds Se.l Well.

Twice during the past fourteen months

the financial stability of the city ha

borne witness to by extreme!} atlva

no* obtained for city bonds, Issued,

In fl large measure, to Replace short terM

outsl ions.

her progress has been made during

motor

ization Through

substitutions of motor di horse-

drawn fighting
motorized; It is

hoped that within a short time motoriza

tion completed with marked ln-

malnl

Central Library Needed.

n here in I his message I call

attention to the great Increase In tl

made upon the branch libraries.

and it is pertinent at this time to stress

the growing need for a real central library
and an extension of the branch system.

ifnfortunate that the present condi

tion of the city's finances precludes im

mediate building of a proper central li

brary, but it is possible at this time to

begin to plan towaud that end and as pre

liminary these suggestions; are made:

That the city provide a site for a

central library.
That a building fund be provided by

combining the Kundel fund and the

Reynolds library fund, if such a plan

That a definite proposal be made to

the Reynolds library to co-operate with

the city in the establishment and main

tenance of a central library, co-opera

tion along similar lines haying worked

out satisfactorily hi various other cities.

More Economy Urged.

In my first message, to your honorable I
body I called attention to my pledges of

economy in the administration of the city's]
affairs made by me when I was a candi

date for mayor, and stressed the need fori

the fulfillment of these pledges to the|
greatest limit consistent with efficient func

tioning of the various departments and]
bureaus. At the same time attention wns|
called to the fact that constitutional pro

visions had made impossible the raising!
by taxation of all the moneys required for

the proper administration of all city de-l
partments. Thai condition made necessary
the borrowing of money upon slloM

notes, and 1 would call your attention to!
1 lie fact that during the year just ended

monnl that had to be raised by thatj
means was some $400,000 less than re

quired the preceding year.

This indicates a real start toward reduc

tion of administrative costs, but 1 ami
again directing the attention of depart
mental heads to the need for the exercise

of further economies, an injunction in]
which I appeal for your suppo

Rearing Debt Limit.

The financial statement attached to I
the message shows that the city lacks

$3,838,547.58 of the debt limit which is

10 per rent, of the assessed valuation ofj
the city for taxea oTE !'.>--. "The valua

tion was $359,075,168, 10 per cent, of

which is $35,907, 516-80. The city's
debt at present amounts to $32,068,-
969.22.

The message then sums up the work

of municipal departments, detailing the

work accomplished. The public market

is shown to have received total reve

nues of $32,215.30, while expenses were

lut $9,974.53, and the Mayor rei

that the market continues to be "a lucra

tive, as Avell as popular, adjunct of the

Public YVorks Department." The income

from the market he stales, has paid in

full flie bonds issued for its construction,

and future incomes will be applied to the |

reduction of the tax levy.

Water Revenues Large.

Water revenues for the past year ap

proximated one million dollars, the Mayor

says, a larger amount than turned in any

previous year. This amount was for the? J

water actually sold, through meters, ami

not revenue hum any oi

During tl lainis bled agi

mounted to $120,627.66. Set-

inie required a total payment

of $30,795J l.

One hundred and thirty compensation

came up during the year. Eiglily-

nants in tl' were con-

on the payroll and forty-seven

awards. The city is a self-in

cml paid during the fiscal year $11,-
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MAYOR URGES 1
NEW CENTRAL

LIBRARY SITE

s Definite Proposal!
for New Building in His

Annual Message.

ASKS OFFMAlIfOR
FURTHER ECONOMIES

Wants No Local Improvemei
Ordinances Adopted, Except
Those That Are Necessary.

* or Van Zandt last night submit-

tis annual message to the Common

i which he reviews the work

of the various departments for the past

and suggests that the city pro-

a site for a central library. Of

library proposition, the Mayor

Isewhere in this message, I call

attention to the great increase

i he branch

it is pertinent at this

; for a

ion Of

It is unfoi I

ion of the city's

illding

al library but. it is

time to begin to plan

p.d and as preliminary,
made:

"That the city provide a site for a

provided
nd the

fund, if such

to CO-O]

. 1

is $41,6

"In my first message to your ho

>r Van Zi

T call ito the pledges of

my in the administration of the

rie when I was

:: candidal [ayor, and stressed

fulfillment of

pledge greatest limit consist

ent with functioning of the

varioi rnents arid bureaus, At

i was called to

ict that constitutional provisions

ipossible the raising by

of all the moneys required

L til i administration of all

city departments. That condition

I he borrowing of

money on short time notes, and I would

ca.ll your attention to the fact that

during the year just ended, the amount

had to be raised by that means

was some $400,000 less than required

for the preceding year.

"Tli is indicates a real start toward

ction of administrative costs but.

again directing the attention of

departmental heads to the need for the

ise of further economies, an in

junction in which I appeal for your

support."

Mayor Van Zandt reviews the pro-

made on the subway and points

out the financial demands for carrying
t necessitate delay in

projects of local character. He

says:

"I urge that no local improvement

ordinances be adopted by your honor

able body except those that an

\e. Ordinances for the do

of new subdivisions should bo

eliminated so far as possible for this

oh development should, in

my opinion, be finariced by the owners

of the property to be developed. The

benefit which is to accrue to the city

at large from the canal lands develop

ment, it seems to me, should mitigate

any sense of disappointment, resulting

from the postponement of more pure-

al improvements."

Reports of Departments.

oorts of departments review the

work of the past year. The report of

the waterworks bureau shows fifteen

miles of mains added last year, making

about 470 in all, in addition to the

conduit lines totaling more than

eighty miles. Sources of waste were

checked so that in the face of 1,900

more* water services in use, th

consumed some 3,000,000 gallons less

lay on an average than In the

ious year.

The Police Court section shows $7,-

ted. in fines and forfeitures

if $10,059. For violations of Cie mo-

hicle law, $610 was collected.

<? I - 7K^ J4-,':l*

rarianMayor And City La

Favor Spring Street Site |
ForCentralLibraryBuilding

'Say Site Fronting on New Boulevard Would Be Ideal for^

Library and Art Gallery Building Which Would Be .

Combined Memorial to Reynolds Family and

Morton W. Rundel Convenient for Public.

The plot of ground between Spring-

street and the new boulevard which is

being built over the bed of the Erie

canal, now occupied by the Reynolds

Library, would be an ideal site for the

Rochester Central Library building- if

an agreement can be reached by the

trustees of the Reynolds and City

libraries and the city of Rochester, it

was said, this morning by Mayor C.

D. Van Zandt and by City Librarian

William P. Yust,

"A Reynolds Memorial Library and

a Rundel Memorial Art Gallery

>rected on this site with the combined

funds of the Reynolds and Rundel

memorials would be of sufficient size

to serve the city for years to come and

would be in an ideal position to serve

the community," said Mayor Van

Zandt, this morning. "I sincerely hope

that the necessary steps for co-opera

tion between the two boards can be

taken,"

In his message to the Common

Council, last night, Mayor Van Zandt

said that while the erection of a cen

tral library building could not be un

dertaken immediately owing to the

city's finances, it was not too soon to

begin to plan toward that end and

that he would suggest that a site be

looked for and that a definite pro

posal be made to the Reynolds Library

to co-operate with the city in the

establishment of a central library

long lines such as have worked out

atisfactorily in other cities.

The Rundel Memorial Fund now

unts to $407,803 while the Rey-

toldg property includes the site and

uildings on Spring street and the

aluable Reynolds Arcade property on

ain street east. Certain restrictions

xist upon the Reynolds Fund? but it

believed by those who favor co-

two funds that these could be

come. Similar situations have existed

with regard to separate meti

funds in New York and other cities

and the problem has been worked out

to the .satisfaction of all concerned

and to the great benefit of the public.

Librarian Yust said this morning
that he believed the present Reynolds

site in Spring street to be id

I library building.

"I believe the O] C the new

boulevard will shift the "Four

ners" two blocks farther west so

the Reynolds site will be practi
in the center of the city. It would be

available to the public and yet v

not be in a posi

the din of surface ears. 1 wish

some plan for the combination o1

Rundel and Reynolds funds epi

worked out.

Dr. Mux Lam resident 0

Reyni

Charles A. Dewey, trusl liair-

of the P

e, said this morning

pro pi

aiding

on the Sp
been officially

nolds trustees and I I could not

be discussed b

board ol

ry is co Max

iberg, Julius M. V is A.

Sibley, Dr. W. R Rush

Rhees, Di . K. G. M

George A. Can Hoi-

lister, John R. Slater, Edward Harris,

C. Schuyler i

Ansii

Dr. Rum and Edi

Miner

ter5 Public Libn Vai

Zandt is ] d am

the other meml

-ir. Minei

Mrs. Constance Hickey, Dr

perath >f th<
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Central Library

j DiscussedAtRound-Table

'Women's City Club Adopts Resolutions, Offering Co

operationDr. John R. Slater Says Some of Pro

posals Are ImpracticalLeroy Snyder De

clares Picking of Right Site Is Important

Through the efforts of the Worn-

en's City Club, a group of prominent

. citizens of Rochester were secured as

speakers last evening at the round-

table discussion of the central library to

/n<^f1$l7"6f680.65'"coufd have

B project, held in the clubrooms inL1
expendcd on books and library

Chestnut street. Ku^e^aX St "H&ntnS
In addition to the talks, members, to^alk aW^

the tack

g

or

r t

of the club moved to adopt the iM-jrented for private profit but solely
tor

__,..*: . "1 T>0onivrl.'thp tjvmnort of the Reynolds L-iorary

Or^eal^^hTthe Reynolds Library'

Is not today filling the Position in the

community to which its fine collection

of books Should entitle, it is that during

the past 26 years it has had
to pay oyer

to- the city. In taxes on the Reynolds

Arcade, $145.43120. with county taxes

to the additional amount of ?31,249.45.

lowing two resolutions: "1. Resolved,

4 that it is desirable to bring into con

ference on the central library project

representatives of all interested

groups, including the Rochester Pub-

lic Library, Reynolds' Library and

? those charged with the administra-

gtion of the Rundel fund, and that the

chairman of this meeting bo empow-

to appoint a committee to fur-

Ether such a conference and advance

I Resolved, that this group congratu

lates the Mayor of the City of Roch-

ester upon his public stand on behalf

|cf a central library, and that we offer

| our co-operation in furthering the

[ project."
The discussion was opened by J->r.

R. .Slater, head of the English

urtment of the University of

Rochester, who said, In part:

Does Rochester need a central public

tlibrarv? Yes; but not for
the reasons

usually advanced nor in thei degreo

usually represented, nor on the basis

some times proposed.
The question whether the city ot

should at this time take steps

ward the erection of a central

or near the business district

[has been complicated by unsound advo

cacy and impracticable proposals
U Among the reasons advanced

foi suen

la^V the claim, that
there is m

; Rochester no collection of !

e
ar.ence

f books adequate for study and research.

lit is alleged that persons;
desiring-In

tie support oi u x,.-y"t~,,r.v,n\.

the wisdom and expediency ot.such a

tax on education may well e 'f fP
tioned. It is true that the taxation of C

the Arcade (less an exemption for tne|
readhigroom maintained there) is based k

on a state law forbidding the exemp

tion of any income-producing Proper- 1

lies, even though owned by fducational
or benevolent corporations but: tnei

tinssaae of that state law Is said to

have been due to the shortsightedness

of certain owners of Rochester office-

hi- Hi-lilies a rreneration ago.
-

^Because ofElimited fund, thweforej

the Reynolds Library has not beeh able

to carry on a propaganda for good

reading It has simply said to the pub-|
iip "The books are here, it you arc

ill ing to walk a couple of block from

Main street." The modern idea is that

?fMafn street Will not come .to the

books the books must be carried to

Main street Since most people will

not Bo out of their way to get a new

dVa the Public Library under modern

conditions must do more than merely

nrivate books, must "sell the Piopo-

Krton" It must create both supply and

'l , p-1 ".id this is why Rochester

a central library
for a publicity

. e a propoganda, centering in a

handsome building in a commanding

,,, 1 position, which cannot be

.'iVIrt'n-om "theexistiiig reference

UWtte0fnfH ufnot so pressing that

'"o months of the whiter so long
ft- iI alleged that persons desiring in-

f two montIis muie
u

'',,;, riVen ai

^h^se^N^n^
'rSo^^fScoSrl1-,, tl ,ne who see an easy

diversity libraries out 6t this Inancxal diff cttlty.

aid not exist among lbrar-;^, prop0se combining the Rundell

i Vi q or students. There are fields in "{eB^ with the Reynolds Library

whfrh neUher the Reynolds nor the-J^ds for the erection, either on the

iiniversitv-library is adequate for ad- ".'sent Reynolds site or elsewhere, o
Synced or technical research;

but they j>rfllbr&y building. So_stated,
the

^eiy ^.vere^at'^n ea?iey 58!?b?b ^TT^^mTlv incompa

are, bigraphy, travel,
history, me

cannot afford to supply are

snecikl collections in history and

apparently incompatible

Hh the terms of the ReynoWsw

though not of Rundell s. Mr.B eyt oias

provided with great care against tne

possibility of having hy* %b'a'hyallDo
come at any future

time tbe football ot

nitv nolitics He wished it to be a pu o

ES^Bt&ii in the sonseofbe,

open safeguards;
of its co"tr'und^i

combine his estate with the Runaeu

rnnri iu the erection of a buueu.

ot" this buildlns to the control o[

?he ItoynVlde Library trustee, ore dot

likely to become responsible.

"a solution of. the, problem
v.ll hot

,:ide^fe.

mI 'n vei'Hlt V

,S?cinnoyt
is- and

1
,, a und rmanept supervls.o

fe Reynolds trustees,
to the main

similai legalQtu mPrrers in Ne0ns, cannor simiiai ^b-
-

ncrgers jn jN(

,g am mounted in

\TJ "^e arrang
'

S will u. doubt ediy be reached he

TFT IMIII *Vhi times comes. The time lias r

XnS^fScp^Thetge^

SeamVTiiIenrnsTh^rTviTege, perliapsi
the duty of public library employes toi

direct their patrons to existing rffer-i
ence libraries for books not in tne.iri

own branches. And it is the privilege!

and pleasure of all good citizens to

recognize, and applaud the exceiienti

work of the public library branches ml

carrying on during the past elejeni
years an efficient circulation service!

and laying the foundations for a com

prehensive public library system
fori

i the future. In order that .this futuiel

may not be too distant, it is well that

the present discussion should be con-i

tinued.
,

.

_ ,,{(0t,iP[
The related question of a suitabiel

site for a central library has immediatel

I present importance in view of Uiet

'changes brought about by the ap

proaching completion of the subway!

and the advancing cost of land neari

the center of the city. A site should

be secured without delay; and before!

it can be selected somebody mustl

answer the baffling question, 'Where is!

to be the future center of the city.' I

"Whether the Rundell bequest couiai

property be used for a public libraryl

building in view of the apparent m-l

tent of the testator to found an insti

tution for the fine arts is a question

that has been by no means settled. Jt

is true that the phrase in his will isi

'for the purpose of a library and fine

arts building for the use of all of thel

people of Rochester.' On the other I

hand Mr. Rundell was interested in

pictures and local artists, not in books.

Those who knew him say that what lie

probably had in mind was a building

where Rochester artists might
_

have

studios, a gallery for the exhibition ot

their best pictures, a library perhaps

chiefly devoted to art, an assembly hall

for their meetings, and so on. Now.

since the erection of the Memorial Art

Gallerv, Rochester does not need an

other gallery for the display of loan

exhibitions or for the housing of a

permanent gift collection of pictures.

But Rochester does need a home ior

artists, a place where they can- paint

and model and show their work to thel

5 public, a center for the more advanced!

5 teaching of painting and sculpture suchl

"as gos on in the studios of the larger!

cities. This encouragement for thc|

artistic life of the city cannot be per

manently centered either at the Me

chanics Institute or at the Memorlall

Art Gallery, for various reasons which!

it is not necessary to elaborate.

- "The suggestion has been made tha. t

the most fitting use of Mr. Rundell s

;Kift would be to purchase with part

of it a building suitable for such anl

[art centerfor example, the Kimball!

i place in Troup street, which is now!

availableand to provide a generous!

endowment for the upkeep of the instl-E

Uution under the joint control of the!

! Rundell trustees and the artists ot I

Rochester. Mrs. Kimball's beautiful

house, with its art gallery, its con

servatories and fine grounds, Its costly

interior decorations, would make

a home for the fine arts as would

rank Rochester among tbo art cen

of the country. There is no reason

why, with such an equipment, painters

and sculptors of national repul

might not come here to work and to

teach advanced pupils; no reason why

such artistic activity as now exists in

cities like Pittsburgh and Cleveland |

might not naturally gravitate to Roch

ester. Then, with such a Rundell Me

morial and with the Eastman School of

Music, wTe should have a. well-rounded

provision for the higher life oi

cltv co-ordinated with the c<

library which is sure to come, SO

or later, chiefly from the pockets of the

taxpayers. To advocate such a plan is

not to deny the need of a central

library; it Is only to encourage the ma

ture consideration of tb. utureJ

from all angles before steps of tar-1

reaching importance are taken.

Leroy Snyder, in answering the as-|
sertion made by Dr. Slater that

Rochester has reached its debt limit,

declared that all growing cities arel

at their debt limit, and if they were|
not they would be backward and mi-

progressive. "Every city,"

Snyder, "Lhat wants something

badly goes after it, and if the p

of. Rochester want a central lib

the way to get it can be found.''

Snyder then discussed the site of such

a library and, disagreeing with Ed

ward Hungerford, who suggested a]
makeshift until the financial condi

tion of the city justified the erection

of a central library worthy of the

he declared that it would be I

to pay a half a million for

than to get the univei

for nothing, as

erford, if it were not the

site.

i Others who entered into the

cusaion were: Algernon

[City Librarian William F. Yust,

ton Wunder and Edward Hungerford.
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pives Principles To Guide

ChoiceOfNew LibrarySite
ibrarian Yust Says Building Should Be Object Lesson in

ArchitectureShould Be Accessible, Should Have Dig

nified Setting and ApproachRochester Is Behind

Every Large City in Country in This Respect.

Librarian Charles F. Yust, in shift in the course of time. It should

e following letter to The Times-

lion, sets forth some pertinent facts

onSidered in connection with

e proposed new central library:

"The attention which the central

a at present receiving prompts

e to state a few principles which

lould guide in the selection of a

te. In the first place due considera-

on should be given to the strong in-

uence which the architecture of

ublic buildings has on the ideas and

leals of the people. This applies espe

ally to a library on account of the

ature of its contents. We call it the

welling place of books, the products

master minds of the ages, and

for to the pbulic library as the

eople's university

"The library building ther

hould be an object lesson in

scture, beautiful, dignified, impres

[ve, permanent. It shold give the im

be on or near the great thoroughfare

or thoroughfares of the city. Nearness

to intersecting street car lines is de

sirable, though if they are too near,

the noise will interfere.

''2. Approach. Sufficient ground on

all sides is desirable, but especially in

front to provide a dignified setting

and approach. There are library build

ings, however, which adjoin the side

walk. This has the advantage of great

er convenience to passers-by and af

fords better advertising possibilities,

but it detracts from the architectural

effect. Distance is necessary to the

appreciation of a monumental build

ing such as the library should be.

"3. Light and air. The location

should be high and dry with ample

space around it to admit an abun-

ice of natural light and fresh air.

This forbids the nearness of high

buildings or large chimneys emitting

4. Growth. There should be room

for addition to the building without

marring its architectural appearance

ression that it is an educational in-' '

,
., +.^t T4fV, +v, heavy smoke or gasses

Litution, not only identified with the
llA

*

^_fT, n^L
istruction and development of the

eople and giving daily assistance to

iiose who use it but also standing for

,
f I w1 , , i,_f ;,. m, i,for impairing its administration

11 that is noblest and best in the lite

f the community.

"It should be located where it will

est fulfill its purposes. In locating it

he following points should be con-

Ldered:

"1. Accessibility. It should be near

enter of the population to be

'. It should be remembered also

'5. Residence section or business.

It may be in either section or on the

lary line between the two. Most

of the large cities of th ecountry have

chosen the residence portion probably
because there is a suitable site was

more easily available or they have

compromised on an Intermediate lo

cation. But the idea is gaining

ground that the library is most use

ful close to the street in the very

heart of the retail business section,

because there it makes a stronger ap

peal to the man in the street than it

does' in a residenco section at a se

cluded distance from the passing

throng. This is one way of bringing

the library to the attention of the peo

pie. and projecting.it into their daily!

thought. This principle has had

much weight in locating- some of our;,

present branch library quarters.

"6. Relation to other buildings. It

is desirable for it to stand on its own!

ground, to be independent of otherj
buildings and institutions, such as the;

city hail, a school, a busines house \
etc. This adds to its appeaiance, ease;

of administration and safety from fire.'

It may well be one of a group of pub-.j
lie buildings, such as' a school, aj
church, an art gallery, as in the mod

ern civic center. The position it oc

cupies among such buildings, has an

important effect on the position it

occupies in the minds of the people.

"7. Cost of land. In securing a 11

brary site the cost of. land is an im

portant factor, which may have a

modifying influence on any of these

points. The opportunity for Roches

ter to obtain a suitable library site

cheap is gone forever. It is still possi

ble to obtain a good Site, but it will

cost money and a good round sum. It

shoui^ be the best the city can afford.

On the other hand the city can afford

the best- It should not be content

with anything i

"The city of Rochester does not pos-

t, single building erected for 11-

purposes. In this respect it is

behind every other large city in the

country, and behind many o* fcng
small villages In this state. Havine-

waited bo Ion* for *his important

public improvement, it should insist

on a building that will be a model

from th standpoint of architecture

and administration and usefulness

Such a building will bs possible only

on a site especially selected ifor that

put

Lions' Club Endorses Site

For Central Library After

SuggestionOfAssemblyman
Following a talk on the Rochester

Central Library project, given by

Assemblyman Simon L. Adler before

lub at the Hotel Roch-

i yesterday noon, that organiza-

heartily endorsed the site sug-

d by Mr. Adler, and adopted the

slogan "A Central Library in 1925."

Mr. Adler, who had been the first to

suggest the river site for the pro

d structure, explained the his-

of the project, and pointed out

a of the suggested loca

er's central

lie address, the members

b' Club unanimously, passed

wing resolution:

"Resolved; That the Lions* Club

give cordial approval to the site sug

the Board of Trustees o:

I Rochester Public Library for a

ral library building at the corner

art street and South avenue and

nt opinion to the

the city and to the board

s that such site will fully

1 1 est and best require-

, the location of a central

nd reference library so greatly needed

by our city of quality and that we

se for co-operation in every

-.yynar flip slogan. "A Central

library.

of

of

Libary in 1925." u 3

This resolution was amplified by
an explanatory statement advancing
four principal reasons for favoring
the proposed site, between South

avenue, Court street the "new" street, f
and the east bank of the river: I

1 It obviates -the investment of!
from $500,000 to $756,000 for a site.

2 It is as centrally located as could!
be for all interests; the east side, thel
west side, the business center, the re-l
tail district; it is near the center of!
population; it Is situated upon what!
will be Rochester's main artery of!
traffic, namely the subway and the!
new boulevard.

3 In addition to the now existing!
arteries of traffic approaching this site!
and those under construction, another!
wonderful development is bound to!
come. With the city purchasing the!
land between the subway and South |
avenue and the already existing barge I
canal harbor approaches between!
Court and Clarissa street, there only|
remains the construction of the pro-!
posed boulevard approach to the new!
University site along the river from!
Clarissa street to Elmwood avenue.

4 A central library on the river site!
could noturally develop into a civicf
center because of the natural river!
surroundings. What wonderful possi-j
sibilities this opens for the future civ- 1
ic development of our city.

T ^ Central Library Needed.
In Lis annual message to the Common Council^

Mayor Van Zandt calls attention to the need of aj
Central Library. While stating that the city lacks

the funds to proceed at once toward building anda

equipping such a library he makes the following

concrete suggestions:
That the city provide a site for a central library.

That a building fund be provided by combining the

Rundel fund and the Reynolds library fund, if such a

plan be feasible.

That a definite proposal be made to the Rreynolds'

library to co-operate with the city in the establishment *

and maintenance of a central library, co-operation alongjj
similar lines having worked out satisfactorily in other!

cities

Iii making these suggestions Mayor Van Zandt

gives official recognition to one of the city's greati

needs. A central library is the crown and capstone-

a city's educational system.

Branch libraries are useful, convenient and have

been well patronized. They cannot, however,,..

furnish the books and trained staff to serve the*

needs of the student or reader who wishes to get

to the bottom of a given subject or range widely
over the I'iold of literature.

Yet it is just this intensive study or wide culture']
1ii.1t it is must to the interest of the city to makej
available to its residents.

That the co-operation of existing foundation^'
should be sought is plain common sense. In N

York the Astor and Lenox libraries added theil

collections and resources to the creation of thel

great central public library. The same plan ha

been worked out in other cities.

Education does not end with formal schooling
A library is onc*of the best means of enabling th

Ambitious to repair the defects in their earl;

training.
Thomas Edison, the great 'nventor, stands ou

in most people's minds as a type of man capable o

original thought, with wonderful natural abilit;
to see what others have overlooked. Yet hi

biographers tell us th .t before Edison begins inde

pendent research he invariably reads everythin

bearing upon the matter in hand.

The pace of modern progress is largely due to

the fact that through preserving a printed record

knowledge once gained is retained and serves as a

foundation for further advance.

A city which fails to provide a central reservoir
^f books is denying its ablest minds the tools with

which to Avorlr.

Roc] must have ;i
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URGES PUBLIC TO

BACK EFFORT FOR

CENTRAL LIBRARY
?

Rev. Clinton Wander Says

It Is 'Missing Link' in

Educational System.

BRANCHES NEEDED ALSO

Per Capita Circulation Is

Said to Exceed That of

Many Large Cities.

'"The missing link of Rochester's educa

tional system is a central library," said

Rev. Clinton Wunder in his address last I

night at the Baptist. Temple on "One of I

Rochester's Greatest Needs."

The sermon followed a musical pro

gram by the Temple Chorus, an orchestra

made up of high school students, trom

bone solos by Jay W. Fay, and a song I

service by the audience. Special guests 1>

were librarians and teachers of the city.

The speaker pointed out the import

ance attached to public school educatior,

in l hat it is compulsory for children up

to 14 years old, and $5,500,000 is expend- D

ed each year to operate fifty-four 6Choo

buildings here and employ 1,800 teach- ,

ers. He emphasized the importance of j
Rochester as an educational center with .;

the University of Rochester, the Roches- w

ter Theological Seminary, Mechanics In- I

stitute, <he School of Optometry, Roch- ,

r Business In.stitule, City Normal |
iool and the Eastman School of Music. !

Support of Public Needed.

"Yet, of the thirty-four cities in the

United States of more than 200,000 popu

lation, Rochester is the only one without

ntral library," he said. The branch

i libraries are inadequate and fail to serve

the purpose of inspiration and breadth oi

information in keeping with the needs of I

the students of the city and those who J
have completed school training, yet need *

all the more the traning for leadership to

I be found in good books.

With public sentiment behind the prop

osition, a way would be found 1o build

ntral lilbrary. The city might veil

the land and I am told th

now available to start a drive for a

dollars to build the building.

\Vh: eed is (he support oi mil

citizens for the creation of the in

tion.
.

'"For those who have missed the <>P

portunity of higher education

.,-,] and college there is but one route

udy through books.

Where are the books to be found? What

iind and what

ind the income of

average young man and women strug-

l.ling has fnun<1 an

jver in the form of the public library.

I The education that comes from longj
(hours digging out the gold in books is

lingers. Adaptability
of the pupil

! more honored in modern

he public School and i

thing; The librai

Eight More Branches Required.

There are sixty-nine cities ill the

country of over 100,000 population. Roch

ester. Albany and Richmond alone are

without central libraries and in both Al

bany and Richmond are located great
slate libraries as these cities are state

capitals. Until 1912 Rochester had no

library at all. Just ten years ago. Think

of it. To a stranger it seems an almost

unbelievable statement. Why was Roch

ester so late? We are told a library ap

pears when a community begins to assert

its claims to education and culture. Then

like other civic institutions it grows with

the expansion of the city. Thus in most

large cities the public library has a his

tory extending over twenty-five to fifty
years. How strange that Rochester with

her commercial, civic and educational

growth should so long omit a library.
"

To former Mayor Edgerton is given
the credil for the beginning of our library
system which has been so ably managed
by William Yust. assisted by an excel

lent staff of workers. In 1921 the work

had grown to seven branches and nine

sub-branches. These and subordinate

stations distributed 1,228,252 volumes for

home use in that year. A per capita cir

culation of about four volumes which

record je exceeded by but nine of the first

thirty-four cities fo the United States.

Eight additional branchs are needed now.

This will be done probably at the rate of

one a year.

Helps Develop Community Life.

"But these branches do not take the

placp of a great downtown central library.
Central and downtown for the same rea

son that the great stores, the great thea

ters, the Court House, Post Office, City
Hall are downtown because convenient at

mosi times to most people. I have been

privileged to live for some time in the

cities of Cincinnati, Baltimore and New

York, where there are large central li

braries. I found that business men, law

yers, teachers, preachers, students, work

ing men of all trades have learned to lean

on the central branch for answers to in-

I
numerable questions and for desired infor

mation on every conceivable theme. As

tronomy, science, engineering, invention,

debating, economics and government are

the subjects sought for among thousands

of others. No single branch can econ

omically carry all this material. It be

longs in the central library and the

branches muet refer such requests to that

central libraryary where mighty stacks

of books cover every subject that

be called for.

"Many valuable sets of books have been

|0B( to our Rochester library forever be

cause thej had no place to profjerlj

keep the books. This is also true of

bound copies of magazines so valuable to

reference work. There are Certain ex

pensive books thai cannot be duplicated in

the brandies. Such belong fo a central

building. A central library is not a dream

mil a theory. It is a fad in all cities

of 200,000 population in America except

Rochester. These cities count a central

library a necessity to the well rounded

life of the community. It makes for bus

iness success and for character."

LIBRARY BOARD

IS COMMENDED

FOR RIVER SITE
*-

First Reports of Sentiment

Show Recommendations

in High Favor.

IDEA IMPORTANT STEP

Officials See Impulse for

Achievement Given by

Definite Plan.

Many favorable comments and mes

sages of appreciation were received yes

terday by members of the City Library

Board for their selection of the river

site as that best suited for a great cen

tral library in Rochester. All agreed

that their action, if the site meets with

general public approval, will pave th

way for financing and erecting in the

not distant future a building which not

| only will add greatly to the architectural

beauty of the city, but also will fulfill

to the best advantage the long-felt need

of an. adequate central library building.

The accessibility of the location with

the large number of traffic lines passing
near, especially was praised, many declar

ing they had not thought of it built in

fact partly over the river. With the plan

of. erecting buttresses affording a space

of 200 feet, by 320 feer declared feasible

by eminent engineers, belief is generally

expressed that no better site could be

found in the city, regardless of cost, and

the fact that this already belongs to the

city is considered to give added impetus

to I he entir* project.

Drawings Picture Site,

A suggested ground plan and surround

ings of the central library and a cro*e

section showing the position of the race

and spillway and the subway, a8 drawn

by Gordon & Kaelber, architects, is of

special interest in its manner of pictur

ing what might be achieved in beauty

and picturesquesness at the river sit*.

According to these plans, the building

would go out over the river a hundred

feet from the present west wall of th*

Johnsou-Seymore race. This would help

to give ample room for excellent lighi

and air, and in the angle of the buildiujf

would give large space for parking auto

mobiles, as web m for shrubbery

and flowers.

Power Tunnel .Planned.

The Rochester Gas and Electric Cr

poration plans to replace the race with!

a tunnel and the overflow from this and!

flood waters would go out over the spill- F

way, thus obviating danger from this j
source. The corporation would grant

such rights as are necessary for the erec ;

tion of the building in return for thaj
spillway and other necessary privileges

which would in no way interfere with

| the building.

City librarian William P. Yuat **?

that in his opinion the selection of the

river site and the proposed library a true >

ture is the most important step tuken

in library matters since he assumed of

flee eleven years ago. The establishing

and development of branch libraries

bringing books as cose as possible to the

homes, and other advances in library I

management during this time, are flener

ally agreed to be of no small moment

in this field, yel Mr. STust place

selection of this site above all these.

Charles H. Wiltsie, president of th*

Library Board, is enthusiastic over th*

possibilities of the location and h* ho*

hiig-h hopes of seeing erected b

building which in dramatic qualii:

ing 4i- i-oposed in straight line*

from the river itself, and in usefulness

will stand as a striking moiiuni"!

the ideals and progress of Rochester.

Other members of the library Board.

Mayor Yan Zandt, Edward G. M

Mrs. Constance Hickey. Dr. Clarence
*

Barbour and Charles F. Wray, presi

dent of the Board of education, too, are

enthusiastic over the proposition and ar

ready to odviin the limit if they

are given the support i senti

ment whole heartedly in fa^

site. It is pointed out that, the Rundfl

fund amounting to a bom $400,000 la

available for the building am

lieved that with a definite ail

more money
ann

grean
*Dtn

librt* i-

'
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LIBRARYWORKER

POINTS TO NEED

OF LIBRARY NOW;
jp* ft**

Many Books Now Cannot Be

Obtained; Urges Union

of Various Funds.

REPLIES TO MR. YUST

Art Club Member Insists

Rundell Had Building

for Art in Mind.

Contributions to the central d'hrary

discussion were made yesterday by Miss

Bern ice p:. Hodges, of the Rochester Pub

lic Library, and John .1. Inglis, of the

Rochester Art Club. Miss Hodges urged

onstruction of a central library

building as soon as', practicable, pointin

out needs for it that she has observed in

her library work, and added the hope that

duplication of effort might be prevented

by effecting some sort of combination

with the Reynolds Library and the Run

dell funds. Mr. Ingliss reiterated his as-

Kcrtion that the late Morton W. Rundell

had chiefly in mind an art building. Miss

Hodges expressed her views in an ad

dress at the Y. M. C. A. Mr. Inglis pre

Bented his views in a signed statement

Why Should City Follow?

"I* there anv satisfactory reason why

Rochester should willingly take her place

Bi the bottom of the educational

when it comes to libraries and acknowl

edge that we cannot do what every other

from a third of Rochester's sizes up,

has done or is doing?" asked Miss Hodges

in her address yesterday afternoon before

,he Women's auxiliary of the ioung

Aim's Christian Association in the audi

torium of the central association building.

-If it were necessary for Rochester to

pay half a million dollars for a site and

hpn several million more for a bin fling

and books. I would still have confidence

enough in Rochester to believe that what

other cities have done Rochester can do,

ontinued. 'Practically everyone ad

mits that the city needs a central library

1, is onlv when questions of when and

bow are asked thai differences appear.

Library Needed Now.

"We need a central library right now.

]n fact, we have needed one for years.

Rochi ^ every other city in

the United States of more than 10<U><R>

population in central-library facilities. It

j, the onlv ome of the ty-nine

the country wit! a' cen'

trnl librarj nor one in process.

-probablj the two groups of people

v. ho realizi keenly are

visitors to the City or those new resi-

who h;i ed to eenrral-

eefvice in ot , and Uie

in the branches of the Pub-

tricted in their

work because I central library,

Oi rncr group are many J'OUIlg

here at the Y. M. C. A.

i ant I.v

cung men

nm

Books Not Available New.

"In the branch libraries there are

constant, calls for hooks thai the Roches

ter Public Library cannot supply. Some

times we can refer the library patron to

the book he desires at the University li

brary, the Reynolds library, the En

gineering society library or some of th?

other special libraries of the city, but

very frequently it is impossible to do

even this and it is necessary to send out

of the city for a book or to express regret

that we cannot supply the need because

we have no central library.

'"Dr. John R. Slater, of the Reynold*

Library Board, has expressed another

service to be expected from a cen trnl

library, and 1 am therefore going to

quote him.
"

'Books alone do not make a library.

Service, the kind of service that goes out

into the community and interests the

public in good reading is indispensable.

The Reynolds library and the University

(library, for different, reasons, cannot

perform this kind of advertising and pub

licity service as effectively as could a

central public library.'

Location is Important.

"Whenever the central-library topic is

mentioned, one of the first questions to

be asked is, 'Where would it be located?'

"Mr. Tust in a recent article has

treated this subject very fully. The

Bite should be accessible, near the center

of the population to be served. It should

be on or near the great thoroughfare or

thoroughfares of the ctiy. There should

be sufficient ground on all sides to pro

vide a dignified setting and approach.

The site should admit of an abundance

of natural light and fresh air, and there

should be room for growth, for adding

to the building without marring its

architectural' appearance or impairing its

administration. The library building

should be an object lesson in archi

tecture, beautiful, dignified, impressive,

permanent.'

"This question of permanence is a very

important one. When we do build our

central library it must be for the future.

L must be a building and a location

that Rochester can be proud of to-day

end twenty-five years from now.

Funds Now Available,

"We already have the Rundell fund

that has been willed to the city to be

alone or in connection with other

gifts to erect a building for the purpose

of a library and a fine arts building. This

fund is deposited in Rochester banks and

now amounts to over $400,00(1, ami is

later to be increased by $100,000.

"Another of the city's library resources

should be considered in this connection

the Reynolds Library. The Reynolds Li

brary book collection would make a splen

did nucleus for a great reference library.

The Reynolds Library also owns the Rey

nolds Arcade which could probably be

made to yield $600,000.

"So far as I know, no definite proposal

pas been' made to Reynolds Library trus

tees and quite naturally, in the absence

>f such a proposal, they are not making

any final statements in regard to union

with the Public Library and the Rundell

fund.

Union Would Be Desirable.

"It is pot too much to hope I hat some

onion of th* Reynolds Library, 'he Run-

lr]l fund and the Rochester Public L.

brary may b union

would make unn the duplication

by the city of many of the books now in

the Reynolds Library and would be much

more economical in every way.

"Even if this union is consummated,

additional funds will have to be furnished

by the city. The Library Committee of

the Women's City Club, which has been

studying this problem, believes that these

funds should be raised by bond issue,

feeling as it does that the public library
is as much a part of the educational sys

tem as the public schools and has as just
a claim to public funds as the schools."

Replies to Mr. Yust.

The statement of Mr. Inglis, made in

reply to a statement of City Librarian

William F. Yust, which appeared in this

paper last Wednesday morning, is as

follows :

In propounding his case Mr. Yust very

naturally quotes those phrases in the will
that seem to justify his view, while ignor
ing: those that are not so apparently fav
orable. He lays much stress on the

phrase, 'for the use of all the people of

Rochester,' ass-uming evidently that a

library would comply with that proviso,
but that an art building: such as many

people construe the term to mean would

not. He ignores the fact that even tne

constituency of a centrally located library
is always a somewhat limited one, and

that a library can in no sense be said to

be used by all the people of the city in

which it is located. But, and this is the

leaning- of the phrase, it is there for

the use of all the people, just as an art

gallery or any other public foundation is.

If the people do not make use of it as

they might, that only goes to prove the

need for such an institution to educate
the people to want to use it.

The whole controversy that has arisen
What did Mr. Rundell have in mind when

rotation of the term 'art building.'
What did Mr. Kundel have in mind when

he used those words?

Chiefly an Art Gallery.

The most one-idea advocate of the library
point of view cannot get around tin

that the money was left for an art build

ing to contain a library and art gallery.
Jt is an axii lid that the wB

greatei than anj of Its parts, the w!>

ase beiug the art building of which
i in library Is a part. Thi

rilled with, n Wundi c

by a library In which D

picture p are hung upon the walls and

statiiary placed in the halls. Tins would

bo a mere trick to evade the purpose of

nor. who clearly stated that it was

because of his interest in works of art

that ho bequeathed this money to be In

vested in an art building to house a

library and art gallery.
Mr. Yust's and Mr. Wunder's contention

seems to be that because Mr. Rundell was

Interested in works of art, he therefore

wished to provide a library, a conclusion

tha; does not seem lo the writer to be a

logical one, and lie Is quite willing to leave

if In the intelligence of the people of Roch-

este.- to judge betwen the relative reason

ableness of the two conclusions.

CITY LIBRA

LLWHI

Says It Expressly Stipulates]
That Fund Be Used for

"All the People" andl

Makes Provision for Un

ion With Other Funds.

City Librarian William F, Yust cites!

extracts from the will of the late Mor-j
ton W. Rundell to controvert state

ments made by friends of Mr. Rundell .

that he intended his bequest t(

used to provide a studio and exhibi

tion building :

Mr. Rundell expressly states in

will that he wi building I

Mi his money to bo "foi

thepeopb

"

'For all of the people,' is a phrase

which needs emphasis in the discus

sion now current in regard to the Cen

tral Library," Mr. Yust says. "It has

its application to the various libraries

which are suggested as substitutes for

a Central Library. Most of these

actually serve only a small group.

They are not in, a position and do not

claim to serve all the people. Roch

ester needs a library of all the peo

ple, by all the people.and lor all the

people.

"The phrase 'for all the people* oc

curs in Mr. Rundell's will not only

once but twice-. That these words

should be stated and reiterated in one

short paragraph is significant and

should be a sufficient answer to those

who would use the Rundell fund to

build a home for the Rochester Art

Club. In fact it seems as if these

'words were used to head off any such

restricted use of his bequest.

"Individuals who enjoyed his inti

mate friendship and who claim to

know what was in his mind assure us

that it was his intention to provide

a place where artists could gat

paint pictures and exhibit and

them. That would havt fine

thing to do, and no doubt, is was sug

gested to him by his Intimate frl

He may even have yielded

importunities sufficiently to give

impression of an affirmative answer.

If such was the case, he must have

had a change of heart when ho wrote

his will. In that Instrument, which

clearly defines tha purpose and scope

of his memorial, he not only omits

any reference to the clubhousi

studio feature, but ho evei

(against that narrower Interpretation

of his purposes and adopts the n

and all-embracing phrase 'for th

and enjoyment of all of the

Roche:

"Mr. Rundell's will aims to aci

plish a double obje le a

memorial to himself sure

that liis memorial Khali ,

enjoyment to all the peo]

stipuli
the 'Rum.

his last si

just stp

Fore.

i

he cm

a cor and in

name Rundell

only a part of s

vision of his will now p

ore-vision, a

ment of the present situation.

"Following :i fig 0f
Mr. Rundell's will.

them for your,

"Having been inl

of art and wishing to i

il that shall i

use to all of the people of

of Ro

nth all 01

-Ml oi

"An

suit of such unit i

part by the name 'Rundell.'
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ARCHITECTS' PLAN OF NEW CEN TRAL LIBRARY UPON RIVER SITE

Qround plan and surroundings of the proposed central library on the river site recommended by
the Library Board, ais pictured by Gordon & Kaelber, architects. This shows the main library build

ing projecting over the river and the wing extending along the aqueduct to be used as the library

ay station.

CROSS-SECTION OF PROPOSED PUBLIC LIBRARY

&o\n** Av?>*

*d

>o & Kaelber, Architects.

Cross-sectional view oi the proposed central library nuildi >wing race and spillway

action *>f the wing with the subway and South avenue.
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CONVENIENCE OF LIBRARY SITE VISUALIZED

;ll shows hov\ the propo ed sil e South avenue station, would

qualhj Umosl in the heart of the retail business section, yet a1 the p

i, center of the city and directh ard with the new I n

ancj viedical ,use>d niuch enthusiasm in official circles
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Lifcrary Board

Recommends Site at Aqueduct
CITY-OWNED PROPERTY EAST

OF RIVER URGED AS WISEST

CHOICE FOR GREAT

Idea Meets Approval of Mayor and Other

City OfficialsOffers Architectural

Opportunity and Convenience.

Plans that would give Rochester one of the most beautfful and

iresque central library buildings in the country on a site nu

lled for accessibility, dignity and other practical advantages in

pinion of library experts, was revealed yesterday at the regular

'ing of the Library Board, when request was made to the Com-

rve tentatively as a possible Central Library site

location bounded by South avenue, Court street bridge, the Gen-

river, and the new Aqueduct boulevard over the subway.

html is owned by the city and so P

nothing. It is valued a(

ne in the down-

| Mm 111 SI reel

1)00,000. As the - i

n to finance such an ex-

lenditure at the present time, the river

to solve oik of the great-
with a < 'entr;il

[f thi ets with whole- \

will not be lacking to erect

building by far the -t beautifiTl

one that will give Roch-

.11 as a librarj

Officials Enthusiastic.

.,,, Simon I... Adler. Charles

i :.- Library

nrl eiiihu ieel h

illation with expert

llj interested. A con

.,,- t)l, inning Bureau and

and Edwin S. Gordon,

nd fhe\ hem-til? approved the

Mayor Clarence 1 >. Van

ighlv in favor of the sugg<

, City Librarian, cl<

upon

site

so far agree that it outclasses all pre- 1
vlously suggested sites. It entirely

obviates any controversy between the east

nnd v of the city because it |
unifies the city from the library poi

view. It is pointed out that the site is

at the very center of what will always be j
the great traffic' transfer points, regard

less of the direction of growth of popular

According to the plan suggested,

this point will be the Library stattion

subway and a wing of the library

structure will be a station waiting

with stairs leading to the subway.

It is proposed that the Central Library

building shall be a beautiful scholastic

Gothic structure of bine stone rising' di

rectly from the bed of the river, trimmed

with Nonhistone, its vertical lines and

rising tower of such darmatic quality

aa to seem to have risen by magic from

the river itself. Given a platform over

an enlarged spillway on buttresses builj

river, it is proposed that the best j
.mi try be given op

portunity to create the most picturesque

and suitable building for this par,

site. An arcade through the structure

from the Aqueduct boulevard to Courl

would look out upon the river and

afford an added point of beauty and de-

In the changes in this part of the city

now under way, it is declared tha

I Library would have unsurpassed

approaches and surroundings. The

,ls would be large enough to allow

L

for flower beds and grassy plots. On one

side would be the beautiful Genesee, on

others the new Boulevard, Court street

bridge, the New Harbor Boulevard to

the University, and a fine large parking

space for automobiles at the north side

of the structure skirting the Aqueduct

boulevard. In time. too. the Aqueduct

boulevard will cut through some of the

buildings on the opposite side of South

avenue to Chestnut, street, affording an

added approach to the Central Library.

Build It All at Once.

It is proposed that the entire Central

Library structure should be erected at

once, although all the room providing

for the future growth of the library

would not be needed for some years. In

the meantime, the part of the building

not in use for the Department of Educa

tion, affording facilities in keeping with

the high place that Rochester's educa

tional system holds in the country. By

the time that the library needed all the

room, other suitable quarters doubtless

wil have been provided for the Depart

ment of Education. These suggestions

are typical of the sensible nnd business

like ideas which the library officials have

sought, to plan the proposed building as

well as making it an ornament to the

city.

The resolutions adopted by the Library

Board at its meeting yesterday were as

follows :

WHEREAS: The City of Rochester

owns the property bounded by South Ave

nue. Court sir, -ei, the new Aqueduct boule-

tnd the Genesee River; nnd. Whereas

extensive improvements are being planned

or made upon such property in the con

struction of the new subway, with n

tion platform, stairways and waiting room;

and, Whereas, the Rochester Public 1,1-

hrnrv will, in the near future, require a

suitable site for a cent ml library build

ing1,
RESOLVED, That the Common Council

of the City of Rochester be requested

tentatively to reserve said property, as

described, for a central library site,

and that the city engineer be requested

in all plans and arrangements for subway

ruction, as far as practicable, to make

the same with view to possible ultimate

I library use of the property as above]
described.

Mr. Yust Point* Advantages.

City Librarian William F. Yust.

bes the river site for the Rochester

Public Library in this manner.

II |s Oil South avenue between Court.

street new boulevard which is

built over the old Brie eanal aque

duct, h House

between South avenue and the river. II

[H only two minutes' walk from Main

street, the present greatest thoroughfare

city H is right on the new sub-

,i boulevard, the future great thor-

tre of the city. It lR on South ave

nue, the leading north and south

the riv-T. It Is only four ml

walk from State and Exchfl

north and south stre

Where the above mentioned streets Inter

sect will in 'its of

trnnsportatl
, where tin

(1 site adjoins this

fer nren. Therefore It could hardly be

ited with

IV.

Meets Sectional Arguments.

Rochester has an i ' west

,,1 will always have them as long

1 have

In my Judgment thi

.led. My
old i It

"Why not put It on top of the river. It

is a perfect solution of the problem or

east and west side so far as it applies to

the Central Library.

There is no place anywhere near trie

center of the city which offers such splen-

I did possibilities for a beautiful, stately

building, the finest and most impressive

speciment of architecture in the city. There

is a space there 3:20 feet long and 200 feet

wide with streets on thr. nd the

river on the fourth side. This gives suf

ficient spai
'des for a dignified

setting and approach. In order to ap

predate the full sweep of the approach

Ifrnm the south, for example. It is neces

sary to Imagine that all existing buildings

lhave been removed betwehen South ave

nue and the river south of Court street.

I These buildings are all owned by the city

and will shortly be removed. This will

further increase the appropriateness of this |

river site for a monumental building.

Plenty of L,ight and Air.

Light and air are of fundamental Im

portance. The open spare around the

building will be ample to admit an abund

ance of natural light and fresh air. There

will even be room for sooie lawn and

shrubbery and at least from one side there

will he no dust unlet/9 the river runs

dry.

Growth. Another established principle

is that there should be room for addition ;i

to the building without marring its archl-

tectural appearance or impairing its ad- |
ministration. There Is sufficient area here

"

for several buildings which would be large U

enough for a hundred ye;t

building could be adopted consl

number of units hl be I
erected one at a time as they are needed.

This method however, would be

to produce the best

being and ultimately than to erect a fin-

ished structure at once, complete and final, j
The second alternative would yield morel

room than Is at one

purposes. It has been suggested therefore fo

that anv surplus room could be temporar- I

lly utilized for other city d

tlie understanding that the

pied is to be vacated as th grows!

and has need for addition

Land Cost Small.

of land. The high

generally the chief obstacle in securing t

A site for a central library.

larger the city, the more difficult this <f

problem becomes. To buy a site nn Main I

Similar in size and location to the

proposed river site would cost three mil

lion dollars. The City of Rochester is not j
in position at present to pay such .,

for thi opin

ion of those who are In charge o

,1 affairs. The river site haw an

mated real estate value of a h

dollars, and It will not

i he City already owns it

istructing piers, wal

nbway and the .

,. will not be greater than the cost of e>

ing would be on another site. Thi

Engineer has m

construction problems lm

i hat the i

Acuities In the w

Business Sit* Preferable.

Residence or bl

lo the

i grove v

in this direction,

notabl
troit Public Llbran

to all thi

Ing the II he si
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Furt rustees

Common Council Petitioned;

To Set Aside Site Sug~!
gested by Simon Adler,'

Who Also Recommends!

Type of Architecture.

The project of erecting a municipal

[Central Library at Court street and

[south avenue received great impetus j

Iwhen the Public Library Board peti-

Itioned the Common Council laet night

Ito set aside the proposed location

[which is owned by the city for library

purposes.

The proposed site is bounded by

[Court street, South avenue and the

[new boulevard over the old Erie canal

land the Genesee river. It is proposed

Ito build the library over the Johnson-

Seymour race. The site, which is

worth half a million, will cost nothing.

The type of building which the trus

tees of the Public Library have in

mind, would cost about $1,000,000, of

which the city already has about

$400,000 left to the municipality by

the Hundel estate.

Assemblyman Simon L. Adler,

whose original idea it was to build a

Central Library on the site recom

mended by the Library Board, was

delighted by the action taken by the

trustees. Mr. Adler's idea was pub

lished exclusively in The Times-Union

some time ago. Mr. Adler suggested

that the architecture be of the Col

legiate or Tudor Gothic, modeled

somewhat on the famous Delaware

and Hudson Railroad office building

fn Albany, and architects are prepar

ing sketches of a proposed building

along these lines.

It is not likely, however, that plans

or even the style of architecture for

the building will be agreed upon at

this time. City Librarian William F.

Yust said this morning that invita

tions would probably be sent out to

architects all over the country asking

them to submit sketches for a build

ing that would best suit the unusual

site.

The Public Library Board of Trus-

which petitioned the Common

Council to set aside the site for li

brary purposes is composed of Charles

II. Wiltsie, presid ayor Van

Zandt, ex-officio; Dr. Rush Rhees, Ed-

G. Miner, Mrs. Constance

y, Dr. Clarence A. Barbour.

os F. Wray and William F. Yust,

city libra i

Mr. Yust has described the site as

follows:

City Librarian VS I de-

s the ri\ - hester

Library in this manni

is on South avenue

new boulevai
-

nd the

only two minut

he city. .

It is

iv subway and boti

Proposed site of municipal Central Libra vy at Court street

t. is only four minutes walk from

State and Echange, the leading north

and south streets west of the river.

Where the above mentioned streets

intersect will be the. great transfer

points of transportation. This will re

main true, no matter where the center

of population may go. The proposed
site adjoins this transfer area. There

fore it could hardly be better loi

with reference to accessibility.
Rochester has an east side and a

west side and will always have them

as long as the Genesee river flows

through the city. In years past ;

ni people have as! ed me where in my

judgment the Central Library should

be located. My answer has b.een th I

it should be either on the east

or on the west side of the river. Thai

answer was always accepted with a

laugh except once, when someone said,

"Why not put it on top of the river. It

is a perfect solution of the problm of

east and west side so far as it applies

to the Central Library.
There is no place anywhere near the

center of the city which offers such

splendid possibilities for a beautiful,

stately building, the finest and most

impressive specimen of -architectu

the citv. There is a space there 320

feet long and 200 feet wide with streets

on three sides and the river on the

fourth side. This gives suffich

on all sides for a dignified setting

approach. In .order to appreciate the

full sweep of the approach from the

south, for example, it is necessary to

imagine that all existing buildings

have been removed between South ave

nue and the river south of Court street.

These buildings are all owned by the

city and will shortly be removed. This

will further increase the apropriati

of this river site for a monument

building.
lit and air are of fundamental im-1

portance. The open space around the

building will be ample to admit an

ii.ince of natural light and

ur There will even be room for

lawn and shrubbery and at least from

one side there will be no dust unless

the river runs dry.

Growth. Another established pnn

ciple is that there should be room for

addition to the building without mai -

ring its architectural appearance o

impairing its administration. There is

sufficient area here for several build

ings when would be large enough fo

a hundred years. A type of binIdmi

could be adopted consisting of a

numj
ber of urn

ld
,

ivever, would b

likely to , ^hVVeBtt/iv thfn to
i ultimately than to

I structure at

,. Tb^secoru^Uernativ

'would yield more room than is at

needed for library purposes. It

been suggested therefore that any sur-|
plus room could be temporarily utilized.

for other city departments with the?

understanding that the space so occu-i

pied is to be vacated as the lib

grows and has need for additional:

room.
. ,

.
,

,1
Cost of land. The high cost of landl

is generally the chief obstacle In

curing an ideal site for a central!

library. The larger the city, the n

difficult this problem becomes.

buy a site on Main street similar ml

size and location to the prop

river site would cost $3,000,000.

City of Rochester is not in position atl

present to pay such a sum for this pur-l

pose, at least that is the- opinion ofl

those who are in charge of its financial!

affairs. The river site has an esti

mated real estate value of $500,mm.

and it will not cost a cent, becaus.

city already owns it. The cost ot

structing piers, walls, arches, etc.. over]
the subway and the edge of the i

will not be greater than the coi

excavating would be on another

The city engineer has made a study of]
the various construction problems ln-l

volved, and he states that there are no

engi n ' i< be way.

Residence or business sect Two

nt and opposing ideas exist with

rd to the on of ai

ri he one seled s a ret Ired

eluded spot, preferably in <

which the Goddess of wisdom I

spots naturally are to be found only
in the residential district*. Some of <

Photo by Times-Union Photographer.

and South avenue.

Letters From Readers
-i j

the larpe public libraries of the!

country have been located with a ten

dency in this direction. The most re-

cenl and notable example of this kind

iroit Public Library opened.

The other idea, and this Is gaining
id, is that i in libi mosl

t of the busl

ieal to all

than M di

A gri buildinj
site will be a

of the people and projecting it
'

their daily thauKhL

K-T-U <fr V

Opposes River Site

For Central Library
lEditor, Times-Union:
Before th >n for the new

library building is decided, I >

to make my protest against the pro

posed river site. The only recom

dation the site has, is, it is owned by

the city.
It would be noisy, being neai

subway, damp, and there would I

the odors from the rive

from i

South) would be any thi i.

esque, the building would

of sight strangers would have i

quire for it. It should be i

the most beautiful and traveled I

In the city, which is East avenue,

site Glbbs street. This site would bo

convenient to the Eastman School of

Music, the Y. M. C. A., the Women's

College and a rapidly growing business

center. The architecture should ap

proach the style of the Memorial Art

Gallery.
If the city is saddled with a mon

strosity, such as was depicted In a late

morning paper, and on the contem

plated site the people of Rochester will

always regret that they did not rise

up in protest before it waa

I think the question is too

to be decided hastily. I thini

pie of Rochester not a few m

should have a voice in the

either by some kind of populai

or public mass meeting. There are any

number of sites preferable to the one

chosen.

Never mind the cost have a i

ing the city will a id of

and on the most conspicuous alt

C. G. Huntington.
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* Grb r&lo n O^/r^? e/J>er Jjrc />77T

The Library Board's recommendation fur a central library on the east bank of the Gen er al tin nd 61 the

Aqueduct mentioned the possibility that the structure would be built in the Gotnic type of architecture. The archil

mitt'i rawings reproduced above have taken that recommendation to mean the American adaptation of si

the Flamboyant Gothic type that was developed in Northern France and Belgium. The large drawing- at the top is a full vi<

the river side of a building in this tower topped by a lantern design.Many persons who have seen the designs ha-

r design at the lower left which presents almost unbroken vertical lines from the river, bed to its top. The dra it the

s another type of tower in this sort of Gothic.

A Central Library Site.

Suggestion of the site between Court street

bridge and the new Aqueduct boulevard for

location of a central library brings proper realiza

tion of this important civic project decidedly

nearer. (f-T-Cf %* 1 4- ,

'

x 3

That the land already is owneu by the city is|
the first and most obvious advantage. Purchase ol

a site having anything like the same advantages

with reference to location near the center of popu

lation and important transfer points would in

volve great expense.

Rochester needs a central library which will

serve as a storehouse for a much larger collectioi

of books than can be housed in any branch library .1

Such a library, by affording means for acquiring

information along different lines and covering!
the field of good literature in a reasonably!

adequate fashion is the crown and capstone cf the|
educational system of a large city.

Nearly every other city approaching the sizel

of Rochester has such a library. Here such booksl

as we have are scattered, with many duplications!
in lines where proper service would mean con-j
centration of purchases and a more extensive and]
down-to-date collection.

If the city can take the initiative by providing
a proper site it is to be hoped that some such com

bination of existing funds and foundations as has

been worked out successfully in other cities can

be effected here. The Rundel fund and the!

Reynolds library foundation come to mind at oncc|
in this connection.

Ultimate test of the value of a library is the

number, of readers and the extent io which they

are benefited.

So far as the number of readers is concerned

the argument for a location as central and as

easily accessible as possible is conclusive.

Quality of service is the main argument for aj
large library. Only by the aid of such a collection,

properly housed, can those who wish to "dig into"

a subject and make extensive use of books for|
cultural, scientific and business purposes properb

be served.

In addition to the advantages of present city!

possession and central location this site will give!

plenty of light and air on all sides. Its area of 320J
by 200 feet is ample. There are said to be no|
engineering difficulties.

Let us hope the proposal to reserve this plot!

will mark real progress toward a central library]
worthy of Rochester*
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ARCHITECTS' CONCEPTION OF LIBRARY AS GOTHIC STRUCTURE
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CLASSIC DESIGN FOR LIBRARY AND VIEW OF PROPOSED SITE

ted three designs for the pi central library on the Aquedud
sented an alternate design in the classic manner.

'

,1 site ta] IU the si I Chronicle buildin
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{Rochester Library Project

| Described By Simon L. Adler
In Talk Before Lions Club

Site on River Front, on Property Acquired by City as]
Result of Erie Canal PurchaseLocation Ideal for

Erection of Great Central Library With Op

portunity for Expansion if Found Necessary.

The Rochester Public Library pro-
'

ject, its histocy and present status,

were described by Assemblyman

Simon L. Adler of 17 Argyle street, in

an address before the Lions Club at

the Hotel Rochester this noon. Mr.

Adler has been closely connected

with the plans of the library commit

tee for the erection of a central li

brary to serve the entire city, and

made clear just how far preparations

for such a building have pro

gressed.

Actual plans for erecting the li

brary have not as yet been started,

but the site of the building has been

selected, and as soon as funds for

construction are obtained, work on

the proposed building will com

mence. Mr. Adler'a remarks, brief

ly, were as follows:

"A city library has two principal

purposes; the first is adequately to

provide for the current reading of the

community, and the second is to serve

as a reservoir for the knowledge of

the ages. In Rochester, the develop

ment of the public library system in

establishing branch libraries through

out the city has been calculated to fill

the first function. The other, and

perhaps more important function can

be fulfilled only by the establishment

of a large, central library.

"Probably no other city of this

size in the country is without a great

central library. Rochester has a great

many books available for reference,

but these are to be found principally

in the libraries of the University of

Rochester and the Theological Sem

inary, and in the Reynolds Library;

these are open to the general public,

but are not easily available.

"For some time past, it has been a

subject for the thoughtful considera-

tin of many persons, to determine

when and where a central library

should- b erected. A number of sites

were proposed. Finally, after the city

acquired from the State of New York

the abandoned Erie Canal, and when

this property was utilized for the new

subway which is now in course of con

struction, and for a new street paral

leling Main street to the south, and

(crossing Lhe river over the old aque

duct, it was found that the city owned

a comparatively large area situated

directly in the center of the business

district, an area available for the erec

tion of a building or buildings of

large size.

"Measurements made by the city

engineer showed that in the area be

tween South avenue Court street the

'new' street and the east bank of the

river there was a space 200 feet wide,

and 320 feet long which could

~R-t-h (^..}<v*3 WoulcTFut Central CIFrary
AtSouthAve.AndCourt St. ;
Scholastic Gothic In Style

^Assemblyman Adler Suggests Tall, Rather Narrow

Building Like the D. & H. Building in Albany.
Would Have Light From All Sides and Make

Unnecsesary Purchase of Land by City.

ASSEMBLYMAN SIMON L. ADLER

Wiltse chairman of the library board,!;'
that this would be an ideal site for the

great central library for which the city

h?d been waiting. Mr. Wiltse imme

diately saw the advantages of the lo

cation and made a study of the prob

lem with the result that the libraryj
board has requested the city to set]
aside this site for the purpose.

"The space set aside is large

enough for a building even of great

size, which can be erected along the

river bank, leaving sufficient space

for a plaza between the building and^jj
South avenue. It is also large

enough to provide space for any ex

pansion of the building which may

later be required.

"The location is ideal in that it is

practically in the center of the city.

It is so situated as to make it easy to

reach in two or three minutes from

any part of the business or financial

section; it will also be at one of the]

main stations of the subway which is

soon to become an important part of

the city's transportation facilities.

"It will be a structure of such ar

tistic merits and intrinsic beauty as

persons unfamiliar with the plans

have no conception of. The location

will assist in beautifying the river

front, an opportunity which should

eagerly be taken advantage of, as

similiar opportunities have been in the

past.

"On the whole, the location of a

great public library on this site will

Everyone is talking Central Library
nowadays and the latest and one of

the best suggestions on the subject.
came today from Simon L. Adler, Re
publican leader in the Assembly, who
is back in the city from Albany for a

flying week-en ^ trip.
Should Mr. Adler's suggestions ma

terialize the Central Library will be

situated at Court street and South

avenue and will b^ a tall, rather nar
row building in the scholastic Gothic

style of architecture, of which the D.
& H. building in Albany is one of the

finest examples in the country.
"I can see nif.ny advantages in this

plan," said Mr. Adler discussing the

matter with a reporter for The Times-
Union this mo-ning. "There is first
and foremost the fact that such a site

|would be central, probably as central
as any site which could be picked in

the city. It would face directly on the
new street and the people of this city
don't yet realize what a wonderful

thoroughfare that new street is going
to be.

"Facing on the river across the new

The scholastic Gothic stylo lends it

self admirably to the tall narrow

building which is becoming more

more essential in our crowded cities

where there is not sufficient roon
the Greek and Roman classical .

which demand great space for proper
appreciation.

"I '' It library bull.:
in this .style, surmounted pe
a tower, the whole blending harmon-

iusly to beautify one oi ots in
the city which now is sadly in

of some beautiflcation. Tt woui.

an ornament to what will prob
me the city's finest down town

and will have on on

absolute freedom from thi
forccment of other buildings. All

this on a site which now belongs to

the city.

"I put forward the idea for what

it Is worth and to stimulate
ion of the subji

People. The more they talk

different plans which n

vanced the more i will
take in seeing that the bes!

boulevard the building would have a' ^V isAasrood uPn eventu

splendid outlook and plenty of light,
all the more as the city's presem

plans of course include the widening
of South avenue.

"There is no doubt that a beautiful

building, a building which would be a

credit to the city and to the citizens
and a structure of architectural eig-

e put up on this site.

garding hislplan until the con

Van Zandl had been ob

tained and when this was asked, Mr.

id:

"Go ahead, go ahead, the i

there is in tl. and in

conversation of the people abou'

be a tremendous advantage to Roch-I

be ester, both as an artistic and as an

utilized for a great public building, educational feature of the city's fa-

|lt was thea suggested to Charles H. cilities." |
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