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Onr Correspondence.

For Frederick Douglass’ Paper.
LETTER ¥FROM HON, GERRIT SMITH,

Prrersoro, June 2, 1855.

Drar Doverass :—I suppose you see, that
the eminent men, who write against our « Maine
Law,” all agree, that the Federal .Constitution
authorizes no slavery—for they all agree, that
theawords : “No person shall be deprived of
life, liberty, or property, withont due process of
law,” require a judicial proceeding. So Nicholas
Hill, Jr., interprets them. So Chief Justice
Bea.rdsley interprets them : and so, as I have
Jjust mow seen, D. . Barnard interprets them,
Mr. Barnard says : “But one thing is perfectly
clear—it must be a judicial proceeding of some
sort.”

If we have to regret this formidable opposi-
tion to our “ Maine Law,” we have, neverthe-
Iess, reason to rejoice, that it turns to the ad-
wantage of the antislavery cause.

Your friend, GERRIT SMITH.
. —— A ——————
I'or Frederick Douglass’ Paper.
PREJUDICE AGAINST COLOR.

Corumsia, Pa., June 4th, 1855,

Mgz. Epror:—A few months since I ventur-
ed, through your columus, fo correct what I
deemed a slanderous imputation on the charae-
ter and condition of the free colored population
of the United States, zrowing out of a discussion
on the subjeet of “ prejudice against color.” The
doctrine that their condition, and not color, was
the cause of their disfranchisement, received the
sanction of many sincere, devoted, and giflted
minds. "

In differing from such high authority on a
question of such vital importance, I only claim
to be governed by the dictates of common
sense; the testimony of the colored popalation,
and abolitionists, as expressed in primary and
public meetings, and the action of conventional
-and State Legislatures for the last twenty years,

If T fail e make out my case, it will be he-
wcause the public will reject the testimony of the
witnesses I shall bring to the stand.

I did then, and will now purposely avoid the
discussion of the social depmtment of the ques-
tion, yet your numerous correspondents have
chiefly confined their arguments to that depart-
ment, by bringing forward & lew isolated cases,
which tto -each, il I chose to reply, I could sum-
amon o thousand witnesses from among the
whites of all classes, who either in sympathy, or
admiration of their condition are led to exclaim,
“It is a pity he or she is rot white.”

The eolored population of Pennsylvania have
complained of the injustice of being deprived the
exercise of the Elective Franchise, and in or-
«der that they might successfully reply to the
vulgar slander of their opponents, sent o the
Reform Uonvention in 1838 a veryable remon-
strance Tounded: on demoeratic principles, and
endorsed by men occupying high Judicial and
legislative stations, for the purpose of showing
that their condition was equal to that which was
demanded of others. Now what was the re-
sult? The convention scarcely noticed the doc-
ument. Itsargument was superflnons, It was
their complexion Uhey ignored, not their condi-
tion. Now in the face of such historical facts,
who will dare o say that the “colored men ” of
Pennsylvania were disfranchised on account of
their condition? '

It is a double stander, hoth on the character
of the “Colored population,” and the Reform
Convention,

Now if I could believe with your corres-
pondents that we were disfranchised on account
«of our condition, Twould think it immodesf and
presumpiuous in us to petition for the exercise
of avight we were not fitted te enjoy even on
the grounds of our own admission. It is our
-complexion that disqualifies us, and nothing
else. If the genius.of prejudice could find an-
other safe gtandard, she would erectit. This

- special pleading about eur condition being the

cauge of our exclusion is g insult to the com-
mon understanding, and overleaps the boundary
of pro-slavery hate by adding insult to injury.

The doctrine of condition as a passport to en-
franchisement, has long since become obsolete
as an American'idea. the only accepted stand-
ard is: Birth and NVativity, It has been rejected
throughout he Free States, with a single ex-
ception in New York, and it is only retained
there by a complexional qualification.

‘Of what use then are monumental piles and

Statistical, and Ethnological arguments to
prove a standard of condition that convention-
ists and legislators do notequestion.  Why not
direct the whele face of our artillery in batter-
ing down the -conventional standard, it being
the only bamier that prevents colored men
from exercising and enjoying the rights and
privileges of American citizenship? W, W.

For Frederick Dounglass’ Paper.
NEW ORGANIZATION.

T was glad when you said unto us all, irre-
spective of color or position, let us “co vr
micaer.” "Tis mete that this step should be
taken af this particular juncture, especially so,
as two of the most prominent leaders in the al-
lied antislavery forces have admitted that the
present organized effort has proved a failure.—
Besides, a new move for a higher standard of an-
ti-slavery effort has been made in New Yok,
and a call has gone forth for a general conven-
tion to be held af Syracuse the present month,
for deliberation; all these indicate that a change
is desirable. It is not improbable that these
latter movements may prove as great failures
as, is admitted, were their predecessors. Butit
is not our provinee to complain, because theugh
we are the party directly interested,we have here-
tofore been but mere lookers on in Vienna. But
now the query appears to be, shall we continue
to hope and wait, or shall we put forth so much
of an effort as to suggest an idea? You, Messrs.
Editors, have made the platform of your new
organization so broad that none, by any possible
contingency, can exempt themselves, or plead
anexcuse. Althoughin the language of a dis-
tinguished statesman, Americans even know no
precedents in this fast age; nevertheless, as we
are creatures of circumstances, we have con-
cluded to make the past subserve our purpose,
‘a8 s0 many sign-boards and stakes to guide our
future. The past has taught us this one great
lesson, if nothing else, and it is the ouly lesson
we shall make use of at present, viz: that all
successful enterprises have made a clean breast
of old issues as safe precedents, and established
new ones; or, in other words, the excelsior of
progress demands, and will have the right to
change positions whenever the exigency of the
case requires it; this has been true, whether
viewed morally, physically, socially, or politi-
cally.

New prineiples, or phases of ‘existing ones
demand new agencies. New wine will not con-
tain itself in old bottles; so with new principles;
they will burst and break asunder from all fogy-
ism, and disdain to fellowship with those whose
limit is thus far, but no Jarther. Tor anapt
illustration of this fact, instance those amongst
ourselves who have taken a pew phase, and

started a new chapter in the progress of inde-
pendence. Are they not those who in the most
part have broken loose from the grasp of sla-
very, despite its own manacles, chained bonds,
and despotic legislative enactments?  Andecan
the present limited, exclusive, and aristocratic
organizations expect to hold such spirits in their
embrace against their consent, to be controlled
by their antiquated notions of human equality?
Their whole proceeding is a farce!

The past has not only given us to understand
that the spirit and genius of progress, whenever
required, demand a change, and will have it, but
insists that all her votaries shall elaim a similar
change.

Thus the party aggricved shall become the
party interested, and itis for said party to
make the issue, and carve out the modus oper-
andi of its release. "We are glad that a step
toward that end has been already made, as de-
veloped recently in your able New York cor-
respondents, as well as elsewhere.

No ageney exclusively human have ever been
able to mould a satisfactory plan for a general
reformation, unless that agency were in some
manner identified with the aggrieved party; oth-
erwise selfishness would be the basis of the
movement.,  Instance what is called the West
India BEmancipation; think you that the negro
would have been freed from his chain, had not
the mighty dollar (1) »ansomed him?

‘We must, in our opinion, break loose not only
from the iron hand of slavery, but also from the
“tutelage” of those who have assumed unto
themselves the especial privilege of manufactur-
ing our thoughts, or have constituted them-
selves a committee of ways and means for our
especial benefit.  Our self-esteem must manifest
itsclf in other ways besides that of a pride in
exhibiting in other men’s cast off clothing. Or,
in other words, we must prove our equality by
our actual ability to perform all the functions 8§
manhood, socially, mozally, physically, rorrr-
caLny. A recognition of our manhood cannot
be expected until the fuct is made known and
declared, nor can that declaration be made un-
til its existence is fixed.

Individual existence cannot be recognized
previous to its isolation from the.parent stoek;
families are not recognized until organized as
such. Nor canthere be a claim for a combina-
tion in an abstract or crude state. The Meth-
odist Church, as now, was not known previous
to John Wesley's time; and had he continued in
the pales of the Church of England, it would
have had a non-existence to this day, at all
events ke would not have been its founder. The
American nation would not now be in existence,
as such, had its founders, and all connected
with it remained in the mother country, or had
those who started from England gone to Hol-
land, and there remained, and fused themselves
with that nation instead of coming here; that
movement would never have constituted them
the Jmerican vation, so ad infinitum. Tt is
time that colored men, as such, should organize
their ideas nationally, declare them to the world,
and that will necessarily ensure a recognition as
80 much from ourselves; but not before.

But more anon,
J. W. ADAMS.

May 31, 1855.

LITERARY NOTICES,

Srar Parers; or, Experiences of Art and Na-
ture. By Henry Ward Beecher. -~ New
York: J. C. Derby.

The readers of the New York Independent
have all, doubtless, made the acquaintance of
the **Star Mrticles” The contributor of those
articles, Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, is one of
the greatest geniuses, and one of the most pop-
ular men in America; few are more loved or
more admired than he. His character is full of
contrasts—so are his writings; and whatever be
the subject he is bringing forward, he is sure to
express himsell in a manner at once so striking
and so original, that the attention of the read-
er is rivetted on it from the commencement to
the close.

The beautifully printed volume before us (of
359 pages) contains only such of the Star Pa-
PERS a8 “welale to art and to moral affairs’—
The controversial articles are withheld on the
present oceasion.  Six letters from Europe oc-
cupy the first 89 pages of the volume. It is
with no common interest that we have read Mr.
Beecher’s impressions on first beholding  the
Venerable Ruined Castle” of Kenilworth, and
the * Real Baronial Castle’ of Warwick—
Hear what he says of Warwiclk:

“WARWICK CASTLE.

“Taking a cab, I started for Warwick. The
same smooth road, the same trees, the same
beautifully diversified fields, and the same blue
sky over them, ouly the clouds are all islands
now, floating about just above the horizon;
but I have not the same light-hearted, singing
spirit which I had in the morning; there is a
deep, yet a pleasant sadness, which I do not
wish to shake off. I was glad that I had visit-
ed the place alone; no one shonld zo except
ALoNe.  While at Keuilworth, had those I love
most been with me, we wounld have separated,
and each should have wandered alone up and
down” and around ‘the solemn old place.” The
landscape is full of soft beauty, yet my thoughts
are runping back to the olden time.  But here
we come to Warwick! What bands of steel-
clad knights have tramped these streets before
us! Here is, doubtless, the old gate of the
town renewed with modern stone. Ordering
dinner at six o'elock, T start for the castle, with-
out the remotest idea of what I shall see. Walk-
ing along a high park wall which forms one
part of the town, or rather which stops the
town from extending further in that direction—
the top covered with ivy, that garment of Iing-
lish walls and buildings—I come to the gate-
way of the approach. A porter opens its huge
leafl  Cut through a solid rock, the road, some
twenty feet wide, winds tor a long way in the
most solemn beauty. The sides, in solid rock,
vary {rom five to twenty feet in height—at least
£0 it seemed to my imagination—the only facul-
ty that I allowed to conduet me. It was cov-
ered on both hands with ivy, growing down
from above, and hanging in beaufiful reaches.—
Solemn trees on the banlk, on either gide, met
overhead; and cast a delicious twilight down
upon my way, and made it yet soi’t}n' by a mur-
muring of their leaves; while multitudes of lit-
tle birdsflew about and sang merrily. ‘Winding
in graceful curves, it at last brings you to the
first view ofthe Castle, at a disfance of some
hundred rods before yon. It opens on the sight
with grandenr! On either corner is a huge
tower, appgrently one hundred and fifty feet
high; in the" center is a square tower, called
properly a gateway; and a huge wall connects
this central access with the two corner towers.
I stood for a little, and let the vision pierce me
through. "Who can tell what he feels in such a

lace! ow, especially, can I tell you—who
1ave never seen, or felt, such a view any more
than I had before this time! Primeval forests,
the ocean, prairies, Niagara, I had seen and
felt. Bub never had I seen any pile around
which were historie associations, blended not
only with heroic men and deeds, but savoring of
my own childhood. And now,.too, am I to
see, and understand by inspection, the things
which Scott has made so familiar to all as mere
words—moats, porteullises, battlements, keeps
or mounds, arrow-slit windows, watch-towers.—
They had a strange effect upon me; they were
perfectly new, and yet familiar old friends. T
had never seen them, yet the moment I did be-
hold, all was instantly plain; I knew name and
uge, and seemed in a moment to have known
them always. My mind was so highly excited
as to be perfectly calm, and apparently it per-
ceived by an intuition. I seemed to gpread my-

gelf over all that was around or before me,
while in the court and on the walls, or rather to
draw every thing within me. I fear that I seem

crazy to you. It was, however, the calmness of
intense excifement.

“I came up to the moat, now dry, and lined
with beautiful shrubs and trees, crossed the
bridge, and entered the outer gateway or arched
door, through a solid square tower.  The port-
cullis was drawn up, but I could see the pro-
jecting end. Another similar gateway, a few
steps lurther on, showed the care with which
the defense was managed. This passed, a large
courf opened, surrounded on every side with
towers, walls, and vast ranges of buildings.—
Here I beheld the pictures which I had seen on
paper, magnified into gigantic realities. Draw-
ings of many-faced, irregular, Gothic mansions,
measuring an inch or two, with which my child-
hood was familiar, here stood before me meas-
uring hundreds and hundreds of feet. Tt was
the first sight of a real baronial castle! It was
a historic dream breaking forth into a waking
reality. i

“It is of very little use to fell you how large
the cowrtis, by feet and rods; or that Guy's
Tower is 128 feet high, and Cesar’s Tower 147.
But it may touch your imagination, and wheel
it suddenly backward with long flight and wide
vision, to say that Cesar’s Tower has stood for
800 years, being coeval with the Norman Con-
quest! I stood upon its mute stones and im-
agined the ring of the hammer upon them when
the mason was laying them to their bed of ages.
What were the thoughts, the fancies, the con-
versations of these rude fellows, at that age of
the world! T was wafted backward, and back-
ward, until T stood on the foundations upon
which old England herself was builded, when as
vet there was none of her. There, far back of
all literature, before the English tongue itself
was formed, earlier than her jurisprudence, and
than all modern civilization, 1 stood, in imagina-
tion, and, reversing my vision, looked down in-
to a far future to search for the men and deeds
which had been, as if they were yet to be; thus
making a prophesy of history; and changing
memory into a dreamy foresight.

“When these stones were placed, it was yet
to be two hundred years before Gower and
Chencer should be born. Indeed, sinee this
mortar was wetted and cemented these stones,
the original people, the Normans, the Danes,
the Saxons, have been mixed together into one
people.  When this stone, on which I lean, took
its place, there was not then a printed book in
England. Printing was invented hundreds of
years after these foundations went down. When
the rude workmen put their shoulders to these
stones, the very English language lay unborn in
the loins of its pavent tongues. = The men that
laughed and jested as they wrought, and had
their pride of skill; the architeet, and.the lord
for whose praise he fashioned these stones; the
villagers that wondered as they looked upon the
growing pile; why, they are now no more to
men’s memories than the grass they trod on, or
the leaves which they cast down in felling the
oak!

“ Against these stones on which I lay my
hand, have rung the sounds of battle. Yon-
der, on these very grounds, there raged, in sight
of men that stand where I do, fiercest and
deadliest conflicts. ~ All this ground has fed on
blood.

“I walked across to Guy’s Tower, up its long
stone stairway, into some of its old soldiers’
rooms. ‘T'he pavements were worn, thongh of
stone, with the heavy grinding feet of men-at-
arms. I heard them laugh between their Cups,
1 saw them devowing their gross food, I heard
them recite their feats, or tell the last news of
some knightly outrage, or cruel oppression of
the despised laborer. T stood by the window
out of which the archer sent his whistling ar-
rows. Istood by the openings through which
scalding water or molten lead were poured up-
on the heads of assailants, and heard the hoarse
shrick of the wretched [ellows from below as
they got the shocking baptism. I ascended to
the roof of the tower, and looked over the wide
glory of the scene, still haunted with the same
imaginations of the olden time. How many
thoughts had flown hence beside mine!'—here
where warriors looked out, or ladies watehed
for their knight's return. Iow did I long to
stand for one hour, really, in their position and
in their consciousness, who lived in those days;
and then to come back, with tha new experi-
ence, to my modern self!

“1 walked, in a dream, along the line of the
westward wall, surveyed the towers begun, but,
for some reason, left unfinished; climbed up the
moat and keep, steep enongh, and densely cov-
ered with trees and underbrush, to the very|
top.
“Grand and glorious were the trees that

Norrer Westery  CpristiAN Magazing—
The June number has reached us.

Cexpapwr Assricayamp.  Our Welsh
friend has come to make us his monthly call.—
He is very nicely dressed—looks neat and clean.
We wish we could converse with him,

ToENEW York Musicar. REVIEW Axp G-
ZETTE comes regularly.—u. a.
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HISQELLANEOUS NEWS ITEMS,

—~Gov. Reeder is preparing to return to
Kansas with his family.

—A grand Temperance Celebration will be
held in this city on the 4th of July.

—The Board of Health at New Orleans has
officially recognized the cholera in an epidemic
form in that ecity.

—The Buffalo Demoeracy says there was
never such a time for counterfeit bank notes, as
at the present.

—The Washington Globe says that the
Know Nothings of that city ab least spent
$100,000 on the Vi rginia election.

—We see it stated that Mr. Beardsley ex-
peets to furnish the paper, manufactured from
Bass Wood, at about half the price of the va-
rious articles now in use.

—James B. Howard has been sent to jail for
three months, in Boston, for amusing himself by
throwing cayenne from the windews of his
house upon passers-by,

—The Know Nothings of Massachusetts and
New Hampshire now stand upon the Free Soil
platform. Tn New York they are antagonistic
to F'ree Soilism, and at the South they are, of
course, pro-slavery. How are these conflicting
views to be harmonized ?

—A three-masted schooner was loaded last
week at Lodus Bay, Lake Ontario, with wood
at $238 per cord, to bo sold in Chicago, 111,
where it is held at five or six dollars. This is
a strange cargo to carry westward for a thou-
sand miles.

—A serious riot occurred in Portland, Me.,
last Saturday night, cansed by the attempt of
a mob to seize upon the liquor in the custody
-of the City Agent. The military were called
out and fired upon the rioters, killing one man
and wounding several others.

—DMnr. Gough, the great temperance lecturer,
is about to retwrn to Ameriea, in consequence
of ill health. Ile intends to return to Great
Britain the next year, and remain in it five
years, prosecufing the work to which he has
devoted his life and energies.

—Parks, the murderer, was hung at Cleve-
land last I'riday. IHe spoke about an hour be-
fore the exeeution, thanking his friends for their
attention to him in his misfortunes, and com-
plaining of injnstice being done him in the con-
viction of the crime alleged against him. His
last words were : “I die innocent.”

—A fellow who gave out that he was a son
of the celebrated Dr. Nott, of England, and
engaged rooms for his father at a boarding
house in Buffalo, got access to a lodger’s room,
and stole a watch and chain, when he disap-
peared, but he was overtaken at Niagara, and
on being arrested confessed to his imposition,

—Mr. Park, proprietor of the Luminary, re-
cently destroyed by the Missouri mob at Park-
ville, has commenced a suit against the rioters,
and employed Edward Bates, of St. Louis, as
his counsel. Mr. Park is a man of wealth, and
will yet push the perpetrators of this outrage
to the wall, if there is any justice or decency
leff T the Courts vt ssusows,

—A. family of slaves, cight in number, the
wife and children of Rev. Hardy Morley, lately
himeself a slave, as well as a Methodist clergy-
man in Augusta, Ga., have been purchased to

waved in the grounds about the castle; but, |
though some of them had seen centuries, they |
were juvenile sprouts in comparison of these

old walls and towers, on which William the

Conqueror had walked, without thinking a word

about me, Tll warrant—in which matter I have

the advantage of him—following in his foot- |
steps along the top of the broad walls, ten .
times more lofty-in my transcendent excitement

than ever was he in his royal excursion.

“ Already the sun was drooping far down the
west, and sending its golden glow sideways thro'
the trees; and the glades in the park were gath-
ering twilight as I turned to give a last look at
these strange scenes. I walked slowly through
the gateway, crossed the bridge over the moat,
turned and looked back upon the old towers,
whose tops reddened yet in the sun, though I
was in deep shadow, Then, walking baclward,
looking still, till I came to the woods, I took my
farewell of Warwick Castle.”

Mr. Beecher js an enthusiast on paintings—
Ie therclore details, con amore his visits to the
London, National and Vernon Galleries, (the
Dulwich Gallery should not have escaped him,)
and to the Louvre, Luxembourg in Paris.

The larger portion of the volume is devoted
to Mr. Beecher's “ Experiences of Nature”

. &
and no man hasa more refined lowe of the beau-
tiful than he. Many of hissketches of country
scenes are exquisite. But we must close. The
volume will command a vast circulation.
Woman v Tue Nivereeytn Ceyrory, and kin-
dred Papers, relatine to the Sphere, Condi-
tion, and Duties of Woman. By Margaret

Fuller Ossoli. Idited by her brother, Ar-

thur B. Fuller. With an introduetion by

IHorace Greeley. Boston : John P. Jewett

&, {Jlll.

Margaret Fuller has, by some, been ealled
¢the most gifted woman of the nineteenth
century.” By all she must be permitted to take
her place in the foremost ranks of geniug, as an
original thinker, and o bold and fearless writer,
Her principal essay on “ Wonan,” now publish-
ed for the first time, will be read with exceed-
ing interest by all who have mind to grapple
with the subject, and who seek fo know more
of Margarel Ifuller’s views on the rights and
position of her sex.

"This volume will insure a wide circulation.

Tae Missixe Brioe ; or, Mirray, rHE Aves-
GEr. By Mrs. 1. D. I, N. Southworth. T.
B. Peterson, Philadelphia.

This is a thorough-going romance, of the
new school! The fertility of the author's im-
agination is, in sober truth, wonderful ! Here
are four or five heroines and heroes, placed in
all manner of romantic situations; here are
private marriages! offended guardians! acei-
dental murders ! demented damsels | “ Wander-
ing Fannies I’ grim weddings ! broken-hearted
brides | intercepted letters | sprites in the Con-
vent ! and many other (dare we say it ?) most
improbable adventures narrated.

The contents of the volume will, however, be
greedily devoured by thorough-going novel
readers of the new school ; but, we don't think
that a devoted admirer of the good and great
Bir Waurer Scorr, would have patience to
read six pages of it.

Dewey has it.

Braxoue Dzearwoon. A Tale of Modern
Life. New York : Bunce & Brother.

We have been favored with an advanced
copy of this new American story. So far as
we have had time to glance at it, it seems to
ug a romantic and interesting tale, and one
likely to have an extensive circulation, Tt is
strictly JAmerican in its incidents, scenery, and
personages.

Forrrsrer’s Boys' axp Grrrs’ MaGazivg—

for June, has come to hand. Good.

freedom, the heirs of the former owner having
deducted $3,000 from the amount, $6,000, at
which they were valued. The family, it is be-
lieved, will go to Liberia in the fall.

—The T'ribune says, “the rains of the last
three days, which have ranged far and wide and
deep, have been most opportune, coming in fact

[ just in a very critical fime in many sections of

the country. The value is not to be named in
dollars, for millions would fail to represent it.—
We think that with this 1ift the early crops may
be considered pretty much beyond the reach
of drouth.”

—A negro named Freeman, living at Alton,
1ll; died recently from the effect of injuries re-
ceived from the police. Freeman was connect-
ed with the escape of slaves from Missouri—
“TFrom informationreceived,” the officers watch-
ed and detected him in the act of conveying a
party of eight negroes across the river. He
was fired upon and shot twice through the
body.

—W. W. Goodwin, of Richmond, Va., re-
cently took to Detroit, Mich., four slaves, two
of whom are children, their mother, who is
married to a free colored man, and their grand-
mother, who was his own nwse in infaney. e
gave them their liberty, and alp bought a
house and lot for eight hundred dollars on Mal-
comb street, which he deeded to the old wo-
man, and left one hundred dollarsto their credit
in the bank.

—The St. Louis Republican has authority
for saying that Dr. McLean and lady, of Frank-
lin Co., Mo., have made a proposifion to the Mo,
Colonization Society, to send :dgthcir slaves to
Liberia, through the agency of diat Society.—
The number is stated at fiftee eighteen.—
They stipulate to furnish all - th means neces-
sary for their removal, and théir comtortable
subsistence for a fixed period after their arrival
at Liberia, bt

Srave Ciase amoxe Suaxfrs—Thomas Da-
vis, of Montgomery county, died many years
ago, providing by his will that a negro girl be-
longing to him should serve the heirs of his son
till she arrived at the age of forty, and that she
and all her increase should then be free. Not
long since she attained the age of forty, her
descendants numbering twenty-one or twenty-
two, and being held to service by Lewis Woods,
John IT. Woods and John McCutehen, of Lo-
gan county, near Shakertown.

The negroes wished to sue for their freedom,
and, insuch a suit, the name of a white man
was deemed necessary. Under these circum-
stances, Jas, Richards, a member of the society
of Shakers, came forward in the suit as their
next friend. The case is to be decided by the
court in August.

We understand that on account of the con-
nection of Jus. Richards with this suit, consid-
erable excitement has been got up in Logan
county, not only againgt him but against the
whole Shaker Society there. They are de-
nounced as abolitionists,

We do not know that" the facts have been
stated to us correctly, Mr. Richards being our
only authority. We can answer for Kentuck-
ians, however, that they are always ready to
#pplaud rather than condemn & white man ‘who
intarferes for the vindication of the rights of
negroes legally entitled to freedom. But Mr.
R. assures us thatywhether his own conduet in
the affair has been right or Wrong, his brother
Shakers are not responsible for it,

He says that there is no sentiment of abo-
litionism among the Shakers, that they require
their members to have nothing to do with law-
suits, that his appearance as the next friend of
the negroes was contrary 10 the approbation of
the elders, and that he has heen consequently
suspended from. his connection with the society
until the case shall have been decided.— Louis-
ville Journal, May 25.

From the Utica Teetotaler.
LETTER FROM GERRIT SMITH.

Prrersoro, May 26, 1855.

Mg. Baey: My Dear Str:—My letter in
the last No. of your Paper was written, after
my examination of only a part of Mr. Hill's
Opinion.  Onexamining the remainder of it, I
perceived, and then hastened to confess, in a
public letter, my misapprehenion of Mr, Hill, at
an important point.

Mr. Hill's virtual position is, thatthere can
be no slavery under the Federal Constitution.—
But whether he holds that the Federal Consti-
tution forbids slavery in every part of the nation,
as well asin those parts, where the Federal
Grovernment has exclusive jurisdiction, T do not
know. I now find, that it was without anthor-
ity, that I supposed, and said, that he so holds.

I am happy to see from his Opinion, publish-
ed in the same No. of your paper, that Chief
Justice Beardsley goes as far in the anti-slavery
direction, as Mr. Hill does. It is well for the
cause of Freedom, that we have these very able
lawyers on record to this extent. It is well for
this cause, that these lawyers authorize us to
say, that there canbe ne Constitutional slavery
in the city of Washingfon, nor in the Territo-
ries. It is well for this cause, that Samuel
Beardsley and Nicholas Hill do, in effect, hold
that the Federal Constitution, in declaring that:
“no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process.of law,” forbids
the great wickedness, of which Congress was
guilty in passing the Nebraska Bill, and the Fu-
gitive Slave Bill. Indeed, Judge Beardsley,
virtnally goes so far, (and how clearly right he
is in going so fur!) as to say, that the Courts
should trample these unconstitutional and infer-
nal Bills underfoot.  Speaking of the clause just
quoted, he says: “This Dbinds the Legislature,
(Congress,) and divests it of all power to de-
prive any person, however humble or simple
(the poor negro, or the guilty rumseller) he'may
be, of his property, (or ﬁhcﬂy} except by “due
process of law." Such a restraint upon the mad
fury of factions, and the searcely less dangerous
zeal of over-healed fanatics (the pro-slavery
men in Congress, who voted for the Fugitive
Slave and Nebraska Bills, and the pro-slavery
men out of Congress, who defend these Bills) is
above all price, AND IT IS THE SOLEMN DUTY OF
ALL OUR UOURTS T0 GIVE IT FULL EFFECT.  Life,
liberty, and property can, in this way only, be
preserved from unbridled violence (from kiduap-
pers of new-born babes)”—T thank the Judge
for these brave and timely, and true words—
They are worthy of a tender-hearted, as well as a
clear-headed abolitionist.

I see not, that the abolitionists who are

friends of temperance (and all ahbolitionists are
friends of temperance) have something to fear,
as well as something to hope, from such Opin-
ions, as these of Chief Justice Beardsley and
Mr. Hill. For in the first place, if to reduce a
man to slavery, without any trial, or even allega-
tion of erime, falls short of the requirements of
“due process of law,” it by no meansfollows,
that the provisions of our Maine Law fall short
of those requirements. And, in the second
place, if to deprive a man of what is really his
property, by such summary means as our Maine
Law provides, would be constitutional, it by no
means follows, that it is unconstitutional to take
and destroy that, which, though ence his prop-
erty, he has now forfeited, by reckless, eruel,
murderous misuse.
I keep inmy house a gun to shoot mad dogs
with.  But, if; on your visiting me, I aim it at
you, you may wrench it from my hands, and
dash it to picces, and yetincur no debt by the
destruction. It was my property, as long as I
keptit to shoot mad dogs with.  But it ceased
to be such, as soon as I perverted it to the
shooting of innocent men. T'he very moment I
pointed it at you, I lost all property in it. So
alcohol, a8 long asitis confined to legitimate
uses, s property:—but it ceases to be such, as
soon as itis devoted to the multiplication of
paupers and madmen, and to the most frightful
destruction of all the precious interestsof life.
And we are not to wait until the aleohol is ac-
tually sold and drank, for our authority to de-
stroy it. "Weare to wait only for clear evidence,
that it is put to such purpose. You are not
bound to wait until T have actually shot atyonu,
ere you are authorised to sell the gun. Suffi-
cient evidence that I intended to shoot you is
suflicient authority for you to destroy it.

If the friends of temperance are wise, they
will base their rights to destroy infoxicating li-

| quors, which are put on sale for a drink, on no

lower ground than that such liquors have ceas-
ed to be property. If they are wise, they will
not allow themselves to be seduced from this
ground to one where their claims may be plaus-
ibly, if not very strongly controverted.

Your friend, GERRIT SMITTH.

SENATOR SUMNER.

The visit of Senator Sumner to this city, to
deliver an address beforethe Anti-Slavery Soci-
ety, was changed to a remarkable and signifi-
cant Ovation, by the spontaneous enthusiasm of
the multitudes who have learned to honor and
to love him, for that devotion to liberty which
inspires his powers and consecrates his scholar-
ship. ~ Greeted at first, in the Metropolitan
Theatre, by an audience such asis only most
rarely convened even in New Y ork—an audi-
ence numbering at least Four Thousand, and
including a very large representation of the
fashion, the wealth, and the political influence
of the city, as well as of the cleraymen and the
distinguished laymen assembled here from
abroad by the anniversaries—listened to with
profound and responsive attention from the first
to the last of an address oceupying nearly three
hours in its delivery, and full of the most thor-
ough and uncompromising anti-Slavery truth—
he was immediately invited to repeat the dis-
course in the Plymouth Chureh in Brooklyn.—
This again was filled, to its utmost capacity, by
a most intelligent and influential audience, wel-
coming the speaker with cheers, and responding
to his appeals with irrepressible applanse. An
yet again he was solicited to repeat the same
discourse at Nibloe's Theatre, where the scene
which met  him on his first appearance was for
the third time reproduced; the immense interi-
or being filled with the flower and strength of
the population of New York, while many oth-
ers, drawn from abroad by the attraction of the
occasion, accumulated by their equal enthusi-
asm that which had already demonstrated itsell
here.

A proud oceasion for the man and the Sena-
tor, this has been even a prouder one fér the
Cause which he represents. Not all his varied
and elegant learning, not the perspicuons force
and pressure of his logie, not the living and
rhythmic energy of his appeals, could have

owis together such immense and repeated as-
semblages of the best, the bravest, and the
fairest of our ecommuuity, if these had been em-
ployed on any other theme; if there had not
been connected with them the rare prestige of
the speaker’s splendid senatorial batiles for the
dumb and down-trodden millions bf the enslav-
ed. Mr, Sumner was welcomed to New York
as on the whole the foremost representative at
present in the North of that practical, far-
sighted, and indomitable principle on the sub-
ject of Slavery, which works for the expulsion
of it from all the domain and the administration
of the National Government; and which means
to work on, untiring and unresting, till the end
is attained. His unanticipated triumph in New
York, the magnificent weleome given him by
the commercial and social metropolis of the
Union, is the response of her cultivated and
generous minds to the foul-mouthed blackguard-
ism which has with so much futile vehemence
repeatedly assailed him in the Senate. = Let, M.
Seeretary Cushing experiment for a similar dem-
onstration in New Yorl, in favor of any of his
favorite schemes; or Mr. ex-Senator Everett
meet an audience here, to expound his views of
our public policy; and the contrast with Mn
Sumner’s spontaneous and memorable reception
would be something to be noted!

Gentlemen politicians!  Isit not well to take
warning of the times that are coming? and to
recognize the fact that suclr a welcome as this,
to the most out-spoken anti-Slavery Senator on
the floor of the capitol, is the first ripple of a
tide that will not be disregarded, and that can-
not be beaten back? Tt is the creamy up-burst
of that rising surge, which will lift platforms
and parties on its inflowing strength, as the surf
sweeps a bath-house from its temporary moor-
ings. 'We trust the words of Senator Sumner,
and of those who worthily labor with him for
the good cause at Washington, will be bolder,
more prompt and more determined than ever,
after these recent verdicts of approval and ap-
plause rendered to them by their fellow-citizens.
And we rejoice to know that there is coming to
be “a North,” compacted by one sentiment,

living andsolid in its unanimous convyiction, that

will greet with approval, appropriate with de-
light, and impress with the tremendous might of
its commereial, political, and social power, the
utterances of Truth thus fearlessly spoken.—
Independent.

Special Fatices,

A CALL FOR A
NATIONAL CONVENTION

oF
COLORED AMERICANS,

Frrrow Crmzess :—The present aspeet of
the times, and the condition of our brethren in
bonds, and our own peculiar position as Free-
men, require of us some well-directed effort to
counteract the debasing influence that holds us
in our present anomalous condition in this our
native country ; and in ohedience to the de-
mands of stern necessity for united action, the
undersigned, agreeable to appointment and by
direction of the National Council at its last
meeting, held in the city of New York, May
10th, 1855, do call a Convention of the People,
through their delegated representatives, to as-
semble in the city of PHILADELPHIA, Pa,,
on the 16th DAY of OCTOBER, 1855, under
the form and title of a National Convention of
the Free People of Color of the United States.

After cloge observation, and mature deliber-
ation, we have arrived at the conclusion, that
the F'ree People of Color, if they would dis-
encumber themselves from whatever tends to
impede their march, and remove whatever ob-
stacles are in the way of their progress—if they
would fully subserve the cause of Liberty,which
is the cause of God, must take upon them
the responsibility of doing and acting for them-
selves—of laying out and directing the work of
their own efevation. That so far as being mere
aids and lookers-on, the time has fully come
when they must be the guides, leaders and ac-
tive operators in this great Reform.

Who, it may be asked, canlay a stronger
claim to a cause, and who, having the power
and ability, can better promote it, than the
most deeply interested ; and upon whom has
the elevation of the People of Color in these
United States a stronger claim, and who ecan
better direct and promote the work,than the Peo-
ple of Color themselves? In our elevation lies the
freedom of our enslaved brethren ; in that ele-
vation is centered the germ of our awn high
destiny, and the best well-being of the whole
people.

Years of well intended effort have been ex-
pended for the especial freedom of the slave,
while the elevation of the free colored man as
an inseparable priority to the same, has been
entirely overlooked. But to every true friend
of freedom it must now be too cbvious, that
the whole process of Operation against the
huge and diabolical system of oppression and
wrong, has been shorn of more than half its
strength and efficacy, because of this neglect of
the interests of the Free People of Color—in-
terests so vital that we dare not longer permit
them to remain in a state of neglect. If noth-
ing else, then, these wears of experience have
taught every true friend of Liberty, that the
elevation of the free man is inseparable from,
and lies at the very threshold of the great work
of the slave’s restoration to freedom, and equ-
ally essential to the highest well-being of our
own common ecountry.

It is equally obvious that since the work of
elevation of the Frée People of color is (so to
speik) the lever by which the whole must rize,
that work must now feceive a vigorous and
hearty support from all of those upon whom it
has a claim.

The work thus foreshadowed for the consid-
eration of the Convention, is various, and much
of it difficult ; yet, the power of its accomplish-
ment lies in systemization and direction of it—
and while we would make no direct specifica-
tions—while we would be proseriptive in noth-
[ ing, still we would recommend such a counrse ag
| shall prepare us, and those to come after ug to
tale a manly part in all things in which we haye
an interest, in common with the rest of our fol-
low citizens. 'We would have the Convention
ascertain the precise point now reached in our
present progress. 'We would call its attention
to the state and character of Bducation and ed-
ucational privileges among us, with a view fo
their improvement, or, if need be, change and
adaptation to our demands. We would divect
it to an examination of our business wrelations
and habits, and devise such ways and means as
will render them more available. We would
have it give, if possible, to whatever of mechan-
ical or artistic skill there is among us, impetus
and extension.

To the department of Agriculture, also, we
would have it direct itsattention and encourage-
ment; so that, in all, there will be begot in
us, and in our youth especially, a strong and
increasing desire for,these pursuits. There are
also Political and Social Rights that lie at the
very foundation of our manhood, to be obtain-
ed, and errors among owselves to.be cprrected,
and confidences to'be strengthened or restored.
Much of the work commenced in the National
Convention at" Rochester in ’53, demands now a
vigorous prosecution; other portions of it re-
modeled or shaped to meet our newer expe-
riences; and the whole to reeeive a stimulus
that will forward if towards its completion.—
The progress of events, too, may have given rise
to exigencies that require additional agencies
hitherto unforeseen, but now demanding atten-
tion and diréction. Tn all this, then, fellow-
citizens, there is enough to concentrate our
united wisdom,-@nlist our most hearty co-opera-
tion, and employ our best energies.  With the
true spirit of men, then, let us come together,
and with a firm resolve, we shall effect our pur-
pose. Let that purpose be single—our eleva-
tion—and let the gathering be strong. . Tet
every State who can, gend up her due propor-
tion of delegates ; and through them make
known her wants, and assist in deliberating
upon and providing for them.

With these views, fellou-citizens, we again ear-
nestly entreat you to come together in the true
spirit of men having a clear conception of our
needs, a just sense of our rights, and an abiding
delermination to do our duty. The election for
members to the Convention will be held on the
day of September, 1855. The people in
the various meighborhoods, Church organiza-
tions, Benevolent or Literary societies, are re-
spectfully urged to meet on that day, and elect
delegates to the Convention to meet at Phila-
delphia on the 16th day of October ensuing, at
—— o'clock.

Wirrrax J. Wissox,

SrerrEN SaiTh,
Joux W. Luwis,

NOTICE
Is hereby given, that the second adjourned
Annual Meeting of the Union Couneil will be
held in the village of Geneva, on the second
Friday of the present month, June, commencing
precisely at 10 o'clock A. M,
The want of punctual attendance has caused
us to put over business from time to time ;
but we now hope for a more general turn out
at this time, that we may be able to close up
some important business for a long while lying

upon our hands.
By order of the President, D. BLAKE,

Commnittee.

CaNaxpalGUa, June 2nd, 1855.

TO THE RADICAL POLITICAL ABO=
LITIONISTS,

‘We are few—but we are not, therefore, to cease
from our work. Work for a good cause, be that
cause popular or unpopular, must be work to the
end.

Our undertaking, as radical political abolitionists,
is to remove slavery from the national territories
by means of our political power, and to remove it
from the States also, by means of the same power,
whenever the States shall themselves refuse it.—
For the success of this undertaking, we must de-
pend, under God,"upon ourselves. Of all the poli-
tical parties, there is but one to give us conntenance
—and that one ig, in point of numbers, quite insig-
nificant. #

The Whig and Democratic and Know Nothing
parties are each made up of slaveholders, as well
as non-slaveholders ; and hence the condition of
their continued existence is, that they shall not at-
tack slavery. Members there are, of each of these
parties, who are opposed to slavery. But for any
one of these parties to assail slavery would be to
dissolve itself. The Free Soil or Independent Dem-
ocratic party is, wh cheerfully admit, an anti-slavery
party. Nevertheless, it denies the rights of the
Federal Government to tonch slavery in the States;
and, sad to say, it admits the Constitutional author-
ity of every slaveholder to claim every State Gov-
ernment for his slave-catcher. The American An-
ti-Blavery Society, or Garrison partj'jikc ourselves,
labors, within the limits of moral suasion, to abol-
ish slavery ; but, nnlike ourselves, it employs no
political power to this end. What is still worse, it
seeks to separate the Free States from the slave
States, and to leave the slave States, so far as con-
cerns the political power of the free States, at per-
fect liberty to continue their oppression and tor-
ture of the black man. The Liberty Party is the
only political party in the land, that insists on the
right and duty to wield the political power of the
nation for the overthrow of every part and parsel
of American Blavery. That little party not only
claims that there is no law for slavery, and can be
no law for that most sweeping of all piracies,
but that the Federal Constitution demands the ab-
olition of all American Slavery, State or national,

Circumstanced as we are, brethren, it is not our
duty to come together, for the purpose of enlight-
ening each other’s minds, and cheering each other’s
hearts, and strengthening each other’s hands 7—
We believe, that it is, and hence we take the liber-
ty to propose, that o Convention of the radical po-
litical Abolitionists of all parts of the country be
held in SYRACURE, N. Y., on TUESDAY, WED-
NESDAY, and THURSDAY, the*26th, 27th, and
28th days of next June.

We think it especially important, that the Con-
vention be attended by all, who are accustomed to
lecture in behalf of our principles, and by all, who
are disposed to embark in such lecturing. The oc-
casion will be a very favorable one for rendering
themselves more able and more useful in this de-
partment of labor. Nearly twenty years ago,a Con-
Yention of Anti-Slavery Lecturers was Leld in the
City of New York, with very good effect.

It is to be hoped, that measures will be adopted
at the proposed meeting for obtaining means to
sustain lecturers, and to extend the circulation of
periodicals devoted to our cause.

WiLriay GoODELL, Janes McCuxe Surrs,
LEwis TAPPAN, W. E. WHitING,
GERRIT SMITH, GEorGE WHIPPLE,

B. 8. JocELY®, FreEperick DovGriss

April 4, 1855.

Traves Calony,

ANTED a situation, or apprenticeship for
a colored lad, aged 1€6—prompt, active, can
read and write, and now understands cane chair
work : a place in a country village in New York,
ora New England State preferred. Apply to
J. McCUNE SMITH,
55 West Broadway, N. Y. City.

ANTED a situation to learn the carpenter’a
trade, by a colored lad, aged 14 ; habits
good ; has good common school education ; ia
stout and active. A New England town preferred.
Apply to J. McCUNE SMITH,
55 West Broadway, New York.

ARRIVAL OF::I'BE STEAMSHIP AFRICA,

Havrax, June 5—The Royal Mail Steamer
Africa, arrived at four o'clock this afternoon,
with one weel’s later intelligence from Europe.
She was off the harbor yesterday, but was una-
ble to enter on account of the thick weather.—
The news is of an interesting character, and
commercially is highly important.

Austria has proposed that Coenference meet
again at Vienna.

The English and French Ambassadors have
not made a reply to the request. The meeting
is with a view to arrange the third point.

Austria also insists that the German States
shall specify distinetly the line of conduect each
intends to pursue. y

Gen. Pelissier’s appointment is immensely
popular. Tt is surmised that he will make a
bold atfempt to cut off Liprandi’s army.

Omer Pasha has offered to take and held
Simferopol with his Turks if the French will
support his advances,

The allied force inthe Crimea is now 200,-
000 men, namely, 120,000 French, 32,000 Brit-
ish, 40,000 Turks and 11,000 Sardinians.

The army in the Crimea is now well supplied
with luxmies as well a8 necessaries, but still
cholera and fever prevails.

On the 10th of May a severe combat took
place during the night, along the right attack.
The affair lasted for an hour and a half, when
the Russians retired under cover of their bat-
tgiies. The loss was considerable on hboth
sides.

Night attacks were also made by the Rus-
sians on the 11th and 12th. On all occasions
the sorties were gallantly repulsed.

The attacks of the Russians were spiritedly
continued on the 23d and on the 25th. The
French occupied a large space between the
Central Bastions and the sea shore where the
enemy would collect large forces.

The English eruisers in the Baltic had bro’t
several prizes to Elsimore.

The Russian Government have ordered the
ships of "War at Cronstadt to be sunk, with the
ex-c;ﬁtin_n of eight liners.

the fortified harbors in Finland have been
placed in'a state of seige. .

The mortality in the Austrian army in Gal-
lachia continues great—15,000 have " died and
23,000 are in the hospital.

The Austrian Proclamation of Marshal Law
in the Principalities only referred to persons in-
ducing Austrian soldiers to desert.

Parliament has expressed a determination to
aid the Queen in her prosecution of the war,
until, a safe and honorable peace can be ob-
tained. The Queen visits France on the 16th
of August.

Spain.

A conspiracy on a small scale had been dis-
covered at Saragossr.,

The Provinces were tranquil.

Rma-

Russia has just annexed four districts of

country belonging: to Moyal.

—The House of Representatives on Thurs-
day of last week, in Connecticut, killed off all
but one of the proposed amendments to the
Constitution. The one striking out the word
white, so that negroes could vote, was defeated
by 20 majority ; the one providing that each
town should have one and only one Represen-
tative was also defeated, as it ought to be ; but
the one which provides that Fducation should
be the basis of suffrage passed by a vote of
about 3 to 1, and will be submitted to the peo-
ple for their approvalt™
—Ex-Minister Soule has written a letter ac-
cusing Mr. Perry of falsehood, h ocrisy and
cowardice, and asserting that there is not one

word of truth in Perry’s late letter concerning
American diplomacy in Spain. W

Henry Ward Beecher’s New .ook.

STAR PAPERS;

OR,
EXPERIENCES OF NATURE AND ART,
Is Now Ready.
And for sale by all Booksellers.
OXNE ELEGANT 12mo. Price $1 25,

Advance orders, more than 10,000 Copies !
=~ Sample Copies sent by mail, post-paid, on
ERBY,

receipt of price.

J.C. D
Publishers, New York,
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