
 

A Tribute to Richmond Futch, Jr. – May 2025 

 

  

 



 

A Tribute to Richmond Futch, Jr. – May 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled in honor of 

Richmond and Shawn 

by Bill Morehouse with the help of his wife 

Susan, Bruce Tehan, and friends and staff 

of the Arnett Branch Library and  

broader Rochester community. 

 

If you would like a PDF copy or to buy a printed book  

of this Tribute, please contact wmorehouse@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

His Kingdom Press 
Rochester, New York 14619 

 

  

mailto:wmorehouse@gmail.com


 

A Tribute to Richmond Futch, Jr. – May 2025 

 
Surrounded by his loving wife Shawn, family, and friends, 

Richmond Futch Jr. departed this world and into the arms of God 
on May 10, 2025. Richmond was a prophetic artist and advocate 

whose life was a beautiful tapestry of passion, creativity, and 
deep faith in Jesus Christ. 

Though he is no longer with us, his life will continue to inspire 
and uplift those who knew him. He will be dearly missed, but his 

love, art, and impact will endure in our hearts. 

April 3, 1950 – May 10, 2025 
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One who prophesies 

speaks to people for their 

upbuilding and encouragement 

and consolation. 

1 CORINTHIANS 14:3 
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Richmond Futch Jr. – Fine Artist 
Artistically Revealing the Spirit 

Richmond Futch, Jr. started painting early in life. After being 
recognized by a RCSD teacher for his untapped talent, Richmond was 
entered into a special art program for one year of private study at the 
Rochester Museum of Art. He continued to attend evening art classes 
at East High, later he joined the “All of Us” art program. 

Richmond was also one of the founding members of the Figure Study 
Guild led by Master artist Steven Carpenter, where he continued to 
enhance his craft by studying the techniques of the Old Master Artist. 
However, the majority of his training was self-taught. 

Richmond became known in the Christian world as a Worship Painter. 
He and his wife Shawn were members of Shepherd's Heart Christian 
Fellowship in Rochester and, as an ordained minister, Richmond 
flowed in the prophetic through his work. 

In 2006 Richmond was inspired to start A.R.T.S Artistically Revealing 
the Spirit. A.R.T.S is a ministry that promotes the recovery of the 
imagination and creativity.  Even though A.R.T.S is a Christian based 
ministry it maintains the ability to bridge the church and the 
community at large to serve as a catalyst in the process of social and 
emotional healing. 

In 2016 Richmond launched Revelation Rochester Art Center which 
was housed at the Pillar where he offered free art workshops to 
Rochester’s most vulnerable population. He taught art classes at St. 
Joseph’s House of Hospitality and House of Mercy encouraging 
homeless people in discovering their creativity. 
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Richmond conducted seminars on the effectiveness of healing 
through the arts. He was featured in several articles in the Democrat 
and Chronicle, Metropolitan, Breakthrough and About Time 
magazines. His work is known throughout the USA. Richmond’s work 
can be seen around Rochester hanging in the French Quarter 
Restaurant 534 West Ridge Road, Café Aviv 321 East Ave and in a 
conference room at Strong Memorial Hospital. One piece he created 
after a free Bike Raffle at the Arnett Block Party is hanging in the 
Arnett Library. 

Richmond’s community projects include working with Artist in 
Residence projects at Arnett Library, the Campbell and Adam Street 
Recreation Centers. He worked with Legacy of “64 Ripple Art Window 
of Humanity”, serving as the chairperson for the United Global Artist 
Gallery and Symposium. A favorite involvement was with St. Joseph’s 
House of Hospitality and The House of Mercy where he offered art 
workshops as a form of healing and hope to homeless individuals. 
Richmond also served on the advisory board at St Joseph's House. 

As an artist Richmond believed in using his talent in more ways than 
one, along with being a fine artist Richmond took on the challenge of 
being a theatrical artist as a member of the Neutral Zone Players Arts 
and Entertainment Community Organization. 

A gifted servant of God, Richmond used his gift of art to worship. 
Watercolor, acrylic, pencil, collage and mixed media were his 
instruments of praise. 

At the Arnett Branch Library, we are so grateful for Richmond’s 
generosity and heart in sharing his talent with us. We are already 
missing you, Richmond!! 
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Welcoming Door Mural in Front Foyer at the Arnett Branch Library 
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More about the Artist 

Richmond Futch, Jr. started painting early in life, recognized by a 

Rochester City School District teacher of his untapped talent, Richmond 

was entered into a special art program for one year of private study at the 

Rochester Museum of Art. He continued to attend evening art classes at 

East High School, later he joined the “All of Us” art program. Richmond is 

also one of the founding members of the Figure Study Guild led by Master 

artist Steven Carpenter, where he continues to enhance his craft by 

studying the techniques of the Old Master Artist. However, most of his 

training has been self-taught. 

Richmond has become known in the Christian world as a Worship Painter. 

As an Ordained minister Richmond flows in the prophetic through his 

work. He has studied hearing the "Voice of God" under the leadership of 

Bob & Kathy Campbell of Harvest Fellowship in Geneseo, NY. 

In 2006 the Holy Spirit birthed A.R.T.S (Artistically Revealing The Spirit) 

through Richmond. A.R.T.S is a ministry that promotes the recovery of the 

imagination and creativity. This ministry allows you to practice and learn 

that art is a basic form of prophecy that God is restoring to His kingdom. 

Even though A.R.T.S is a Christian based ministry it maintains the ability 

to bridge the church and the community at large to serve as a catalyst in 

the process of social and emotional healing. In 2012 the concept of 

Revelation Rochester came about, and in 2016 Revelation Rochester was 

launched. Arts Center, which is housed at the Pillar, is where he offers 

free art workshops to our most vulnerable population. Richmond's final art 

collaboration was in2023 Richmond joined the 9
th
 Floor Artists Collective. 

Richmond has conducted seminars on the effectiveness of healing 

through the arts. He has been featured in several articles in the Democrat 

and Chronicle, Metropolitan, Breakthrough, and About Time magazines. 

His work is known throughout the USA. Richmond's work can be seen 
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around Rochester hanging in the French Quarter Restaurant and Bethel 

Christian Fellowship - Cafe Aviv 321 East Ave. 

Richmond's community projects include working with Artist in Residence 

projects at the Arnett Branch Library and the Campbell and Adams Street 

Recreation Centers. He worked with Legacy of ‘64 Ripple Art Window of 

Humanity, serving as the chairperson for the United Global Artist Gallery 

and Symposium. His most recent and proudest endeavor is his new 

relationship with St. Joseph's House of Hospitality and The House of 

Mercy where he offers art workshops as a form of healing and hope for 

homeless individuals. Richmond also serves on the advisory board at St. 

Joseph's House. As an artist Richmond believes in using his talent in more 

ways than one, along with being a fine artist Richmond has also taken on 

the challenge of being a theatrical artist as a member of the Neutral Zone 

Players Arts and Entertainment Community Organization.  

A gifted servant of God, Richmond uses his gift of art to Worship. 

Watercolor, acrylic, pencil, collage and mixed media are his instruments of 

praise. 

 A Farewell to Richmond 

Surrounded by his loving wife Shawn, family, and friends, Richmond Futch 

Jr. departed this world and into the arms of God on May 10, 2025. 

Richmond was a prophetic artist and advocate whose life was a beautiful 

tapestry of passion, creativity, and deep faith in Jesus Christ. 

Though he is no longer with us, his life will continue to inspire and uplift 

those who knew him. He will be dearly missed, but his love, art, and 

impact will endure in our hearts. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to organizations that reflect 

Richmond’s compassionate spirit: The House of Mercy, St. Joseph’s 

House of Hospitality, or the 9th Floor Artists Collective. 



41 

A Tribute to Richmond Futch, Jr. – May 2025 

 
 

On Wednesday, May 21, 2025 from 11 am to 1:30 pm a wonderful time of 

Fellowship, Visitation, and Celebration of Life was held in Rochester in 

conjunction with the D. M. Williams Funeral Home at Bethel Christian 

Fellowship, 321 East Avenue, after which Richmond’s remains were 

transferred to the Riverside Cemetery at 2650 Lake Avenue in Rochester, 

New York.  

To view a video of this Celebration, go to the following link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zd3-vzKmG7M. 

The Program of our Celebration of Life, along with some pictures of the 

event, is on the following pages. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zd3-vzKmG7M
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Gathering in fellowship at Bethel for Richmond’s Celebration of Life 

 

Children painting with other artists at Celebration of Life 
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A message on behalf of the Arnett Library Community 

Good afternoon. I am Susan Morehouse. It was my 
privilege to have known Richmond for many years for 
his community involvement. I knew that Richmond’s 
faith was the purpose and power behind his life and his 
community endeavors. It was obvious to all that 
Richmond had a vibrant faith and genuine relationship 
with our Lord Jesus Christ.  

In our community on the SW side of Rochester, 
Richmond is well known as the artist who transformed 
the Arnett Library. Over the course of several years he 
painted three indoor murals and numerous book spine 
murals on the outside of the library. Along with help 
from Ebony Singleton and Chloe Smith, Richmond 
painted book spines for familiar books like “A Snowy  

 

Day”, “Make Way for Ducklings”, “Sherlock Holmes “, and “Frederick Douglass’ 
Autobiography” and many more favorites-even some local authors’ books were 
represented. These murals took an ordinary library and made it a work of art and a 
unique and welcoming space. In addition, Richmond participated in the Arnett Block 
Party, setting up two easels so kids could paint with a real artist! He helped with 
School 29 visiting the library at Christmas time. He also was a key person in the 
Reconnect Rochester Complete Streets Makeover of the Arnett and Warwick 
intersection. This commitment involved months of planning. The sunflower and 
bubbles design was his inspiration. 

In recent months he painted a large mural at St. Joseph’s House of Hospitality and 
was on their board.  This ministry to the homeless was close to Richmond’s heart. At 
St. Joe’s, House of Mercy, and Bethel Express he gave free art lessons, encouraging 
people to discover their own creativity. Revelation Rochester was his inspiration and 
endeavored to help people find their God given creativity. 

Richmond felt that we are all Image Bearers. Our Lord is our divine Creator and 
made us in His image. Because of that, when we touch in on our own God given 
creativity we can experience peace, healing and a deep reconciliation with our 
Creator God. 

When I heard of Richmond’s illness and passing, I was sad to lose a brother in the 
Lord that I deeply respected. I was reminded of the Parable of the Talents. Richmond 
did not bury his talent in the ground. He wisely invested it in our community and city. I 
am personally so grateful for Richmond’s life. He was a gift to us all! 
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Notes:  
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