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 We are today oelebrating a birthday, the fiftieth birth-

Qay of the Woman'e Educational and Industrial Union. It 1s pleasant
and nrofitable te look back over ths records of thesé fAIfty years
trom the founding of this organization until now, when we have
arrive at a hale and hearty middle age. Mrs, Barth has glven
you s picturs of our present activitlies; I am going %o ask you to’
Qelv» with me 1nto‘tué annals of the past.

In April, 1893, the Ignorance Club held 4 meeting, with
Dr. 8arah Dolley, the firet woman of New York Staté to rece1ve
& medical degree, preelding. The meeting was called to‘eonsider
the formation of a fedleration of women's clubs. We can be cer-
tain that among those present were Busan B, Anthony, her Aistcr
Mary, Mra, Gannett, and Mrs. Jane Mareh Parker (who wrote the
history of Bodhester) -- all sotive members of the Ignorance
Club, They invited some ladles from Buffalo to come down to desoribe
the metivities of thelr Woman's Union, and they gave such a vivid
and interesting account of the part this organization was playing
in the civio life of Buffalo that the meeting was fllled with
enthusissm, Discarding thelr plan for women's olubs, the
membere of the Ignorance Club thereupon draw up an outline for
our Woman's Bducational and Industrial Union, and all was pré-
pared to take up actlve wcrk the followlng fall.

Among the eharter membara of the Board were Mreg, VWil-
1iam A, Montgomery, Mps. Joseph Alling, Mrs. M. T. L. Gannett,
¥rs . Wililam H, Perkins, Mrs. William Eastwood, Mrs. Horace »
Hookep, Mrs. F. F. Dow, Mre, Henry G. Danforth, Mrs. 8. K. Linn!
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Mrs. Forbes, Mrsé. Porter Farlaey, Mre. Odcar Craig, Mre, Max

Landsberg, ‘Mrs, John Hopkina, and Mrs, Bimon Sﬁarn. 3huru1y
afteyward, ¥ra. Charles Dodge was 1nclu&ed aﬂﬂu‘msuber of the
Board., The first officers were president, Mrﬁ; ;

‘Mnngmery,
vice-prealdent, Mpe, William K, Perkina, Mra. hta i&m Eaatvoed.
and Mre, Maxz Landsberg) vecording secrstary, ¥re, iow, who held

that office for thirty years or more; corrsaponding secretary,

¥rs, Joseph 0'Connor; treasurer, Yrs, J, B, M, ¥Warner. Mre,

Warner's sranddaughter, ¥re, Long, was elected today, the newest
mauber of our Board,

Durding the next winter, ¥rs. Don Alonzo Watson loaned
the Board her large house on North Olinton Street. There the
membars held their meetings and gave thelr léotures. They also
used the Chamher of Commerce, then situated in the Commeroe
Building on Main Otreet, as a mesting place. It was also in
the Watson House that Miss Marlan Wright, chalrman of the Phil-
anthropy Committee, opened a lunch room and noon rest for work-
ing girle. In those days lectures and visitlng spesiters were not
so common in Roohester as they are today, and Mra, Hooker and her
TAucational Committee of Pifty, brought speakera from out of town
to dlscourae on matters connected not only with the schools but
aldo with & wide variety of subjects, ranging from talke on the
need of kindargartens and diet kitchensto Dr. Strong'e discourese
on *The Philosophical and Relirious views of Robert Browning."

Puring the winter of 1895-96, a most interesting course

of lectures was provided, Mrs, Montgomery spoke on current toples

at every other meeting, and eminent oitizens gave lectures on thelr

apsclal interests without compensation, Among the speakars werae

1= 845504



Central Library of Rochester and Monrz?i County « Historic Monographs Collection
-ty

Dr. Landsberg, Mr. Gannett, Dr. Goler, Mr, Dodge of the University,
Dr. Taylor of the Brick Church, Dr. Barbour, and many others,

These lectures were open to the public, but later on the Board spone
sored a course of lectures for their members and sold series tickets
to others, Aleso, many public meetings were held and subjects of
moment were dlecusesd, not only by the women, but alse by many

men present.

In the president's report for 1896, Mrs. Montgomery la-
mented that there was much criticiem of the schooles but iittle rieltm
ing to find out what was going on, The Union, throuh ¥rs, Hooker's
Education Committee, decided to find out what ocould he done %o im-
prove the situation. A sub-committee made 4t ilte duty to vieit
the achools repularly &nd renort their findings, This work vas
continued until comraratively recent times, when 1% hoocams une
necespary owing to the work of the Parent Teachers Asaooiatlon and
other faotors. Reluctantly and after much discussion, the Come
missioners of Kduoation took the bold venture of allowing the Union
to introduce the %Seaching of sewing in four schools for a certain
nunmber orfhcuré a week at their own expense, In due tiée, when
it appeared that the entire echool ourriculum was not disruonted
by such a dangerous innovation, the Union was allowed, again at their
own expense, to introduce manual training. At the same tine as
the schaol rooms were painted in dull drab colors, the Union dec-
orated one room in bright end chesrful colors as an example.

Through the Union's Art Oomwitt;e, vith ¥Hre, Hall as chairman,
thdg presented coples of good pictures, whioh adorn the sohool
butldings today.

The Unton felt that it was unfortunate during the long
summer vacations for many ohildren to have no other place to plﬁ%
than on the streeta, so they @atablished one playground and vrovided

sesde for gardens at home and in the echool yaris. In the fall,
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exhibltions were held and prizes presented. With the financial as~.
slstance of the Jewish women, Columbla School, and private subscrip-
‘tione, the Union opened a vacation school with Mrs, Porter Farley,
the active head, providing a six-weeks course, which included &
weekly exoursion to the lake, In 1905 this activity was taken

over by the Board of Education. The cost to the Union of earrying
on these vacation schools in two schools had amounted to a 11ttle
lees than one thousand dollars. The necessity for school nurses
was clear, so the Union provided two nurses until that provision
was also taken over by the Board of Education.

Before the Dow law went into effect in 1900, the school
board was oomposed of a member from every ward in the city, num-
bering twenty, all elected on a purelj political basis, ride
dled with politics, not free from corruption, and unwieldy at best.
Eventually some members orbthd board itself felt that there should
be a radlcal reform in the whole sltuation; hence, a committee was
formed, with Dr. F. F, Dow, husband of Mrs. Dow, who has been our
secretary for so many years, as chairman. It can be imagined the
bitter struggle put up by the wards threatened with loss of
place and patronage. Theie was a Men's good Government organ-
ization, which backed the committee, and the Woman's Union entered
vigorously into the fray and worked and talked and exerted every
effort in support of the committee. The bill was finally drawn,
aﬁd with the approval of Mr. Aldridge, the leglislature passed
1t in 1898, asuthorizing the chrnge in the olty charter, a nec-
gssary preliminary. In 1499 the first amendmsnt reduced the
number of the board to five, which is the present number, to be
elected for a term of four yeers by the entire city. In 1901,

a second amendment was passed, whioch stated that each member
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receive a salary of twelve thousand dollars a year,

The first Board of Education under the new lavw took office
in 1900, Mrs. Hontgomery was one of the five mewmhers of the
Board, the firet woman school commiseloner. Mr. Forbes served as
president part of that term and then Mr. Andrew Townson. He con-
fessed that when Mrs. Montgomery talked too long, he stepped on
her toee. Mrs. Gregory succeeded WMre. Montgomery, ané‘when ghe
resigned before the expiration of her term, Mr. Aldridge asked all
the women's organizations in town whom they would recommend as
her successor. The Woman's Union recommended their president,
Mps, Danforth, and ghe was appointed and elected at the end of the
term, ¥rs. Danforth held the position of school commiassioner for
twelve years, during eix of whioch she served as president, Mre,
Rachel Lee, present commissioner, was a member of our board and
our secretary until compgratively recently. With three members
of our board serving, we can réal we have been well represented,

The Legal Protecticn Committee, the forerunner of the
preaent Legal Aid, with Mras, Oscar Craig chalrman, was ectabllshed
primarily to assist women and girls who might need help and advice
about such matters as collestion of wages due them, chattel morg-
ages, or any other pmall matter. The Committee met twice a month
and heard the troubles of their clients. They were often able to
compose matters themselves, &8s 1ln the oase of the washer woman
who was unsble to collect two dollars due her for two days work.
If they needed actual legal advice, they had soms of the baest
legal ability of thé elty at their service, such as Elbridge Adama,
Isanc Adler, J, Warrant Castleman, B. B. Chasge, Neleon Spencer,
Jamees &. Havens, and Frank Macomber. They also had an Advisory
Board, consieting of The Hon. Theodore Becon, The Hon. Thomas Raihes,
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Judge Gsorge F. Danforth, and she Hon. William A, Butherland, Later
on, Fredsrick ¥, Oliver and George Van &ohaik\(artarward superinten-
dant of 1nsurance in Rew York State and current prasident of the

New York Life Inauranoo Company) 414 much work for them. The legal
'prorosoion hae always heen good to the Union, Vhen we were buyihg
our present bullding on North Street, Mr. Lrnest “nitbesk pulded
us throuch our legal problems.

The work of the Comnittes grew and increased untii they
ware oblzged t0o hire desk space and employ a part-time attorney.
They carried on until they bscame the Legal Ald Society, when 1t
wae taken over by the Community Cheet. It now has well-equipped
offices and employs‘aeveral attorneys under the able executive eso-
retary, Mr. Brownell. Each year they present a report of thousands
of caces, It is their policy that a member of the Women's Union
should he one of their Board.

During the depression years, 1915-1916, the Union opened
a shop on £t. Paul Streot, where women could aesw, Although they
were pald a small wage, they made all kinde of germente, which they
might buy themselves for a amall price or were asold to people sent
by the spoial agencies. Belng run on a husiness basls, there were
a few »ald employees: a cutter and a forewoman to overasee the sew-
ing. FEaoh member of the Committee had a day at the shop, Many
people gave generous sums of money. Kodak contributed one thousand
dollars, The shop hought all their suppli~s wholenale from various
department stores, Mra, Miner belng the buyer. Onee wihen there was
an smergenoy and cloth was needed immedlately, she went soroes to
8ibley'se to buy some, and was Just starting bacg with gevaral large
bholte of oloth under her arms when she met Mr, Townson, who sald,
"Mpg. Miner, where in the world are you going?" She rust have
looked quite emall to carry such a heavy hundle, After a small
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he asid, "I'11 take them from you, I started as a bundle boy
you know,*

The shop was not very well vantilated, wut r. Goler
t0ld ther moving bad air was better than stagnant air, so thay proe i
cured a fan and kept Lt atirring, They instltuted and supported ‘
Theodora House, & home for problem #iris, under the chairmanship
of Mre. R(T) , until it was taken over by tic Children's Bervice
Bureau. The industrial worx shops were originally connected with
the "Little House" and dealt solely with victims of tubseroulosis,
¥hen the shops wished to broaden their work to provide scoupational
therapy and rehabllitation for those incapacitated by all varieties
of troubles, the Unlen contributed eight hundred aoilarl a year
until they, too, were taken over by the Comwmunity Chart., Through
the shop we also paild for s part-time therapist at the County

|

Boapital and Boms. |
The County Builldinge Committes wan establiehed under the

chatresnship of Hra, J. B, K, Warner, with Mrs, "tsh, an able and

soctive pember, Thay wisited the Jail, penitentiary, County Home,

and other institutions, Early in their career, they found that

the accommodationa Por women and girls in the Jall, where the

priecners sometimes spent elx months waiting %to be called for Srial,

oconglstsd of one room where they slept, as well as spent thelir |

aays in idleness. Roxt door to the women's rocnm was the so-

oalled murderers’ row, which was the habitatiun of any one ac- |

sused of aurder and swaiting trial. Tortunatfll,Wils room wae

mrezx oeoupud. It geemad to the Comnittee that that space

mm/ uuuh more profitably employed as a doraltory for $he

women., Mrs, Warner and Mra, John Bteol oalled upon Mr, Aldridge -.nd |

explained the situation to him, ané in a fev days %ho ocells were ‘

pulled out, she murderers, if any, removad, and the women had their

ém-l!hry m Comaittes sav that they were pmv’.dod with a m
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pong table, articles of sewing, and a victrola, The latter came
to an unfortunate and violent orid, when one of the inmates, pos-
slbiy overcome by sheer boredom, smashed 1t against the wall.

Eariler, théﬁnion.in conneotion with another organization,
brought about the appointment of a pollce woman, Mrs, Nellie Mag-
Elroy; and when it was felt a second police woman was needed, the
County Institutions Committee, by hard work was able to prevent
the appointment of a thoroughly unsultabie political appointment
and see that their own ocandidate, Miss Rose Knobles the present
incumbent,take the place. A successful employment bureau under s
the chairmanship of Mrs. Rachel Lee continued until taken over
intaot by the State Employment Buroa;.

The Children's Memorial Scholarship Fund, in memory of
the publioc school boys who served in the First World War, was
established in 1919 on the firet anniversary of Armietice Day.

This fund provides scholarships for able students who oould not
otherwlse continue their education and to help others who would

be obliged to loava‘school and go to work. The sohool children
bring their gifts each year. During a period of yeara the Union con-
tributed a sum amounting to thirteen hundred dollars to this fund,

a portion of which was in memory of Mre, Porter Farley, who had
laborsd so hard and ably for the schools.

One hundred dollars was given %o the endowment fund of
the Community Chest, in memory of Mrs, John Hopkins. We contributed
one thousand dollars to the Bureau of Municipal Researsh.

The sum of one thousand dollars was appropriated to found
the Danforth Eyeglass Fund in recognition of Mrs. Danforth's ser-
vices on the Board of Fducation. Thie was to be divided proportion-
ately between the public and parochial schools %o provide border-
line cases with glasses. It was administered by the sohool re-
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| ferral burssu., The echools huve now taten over the providing of
flassse on & loan baeis, but the Denforth Fund mu carries on with
a mn budget. It provides glasses for unisual caces whloh
are cutsids of the sohool's possibility to help. Onm of he last
cases raported was the unluchy hoy who broke no many glasass that
his family could provide no more. S5ince he could not ses without
them, the Danforth Pund stepped in and made 1%t nossible for him
%o eontinue with hie sduoation,
Vo ry 1

In the county court :‘1 defondant without means to ewpléy
a lawyer 1s sssigned ons hy the jJudge, but not in the oilty cours,
noy in the poiive -cimrt. The Union felt that hers was a ném. 80
they established tne office of Voluntary Defender, peid a lawyer %o
attend to the needs of those in polioce court, and to extend ule
services to nuouwnntu of the jatl or the renitentiary. The dee
- fender proved his ussfulness and wae later turned over to tm Legel
Ald to be adminletered by them., Mr. Prownell tells me umt whan
the judge finds a oaco in need of a lewysr he aprlies to him, and
the Legal 244 assigns ono of reversl lawyers they have on ocall to
ﬁunu thnt duty., They have on an avarage about one ocase A week,

| he Shop

Mys, Panny Bigelow wae the oripinator of our Opportunity
Bhop and ite preeiding genious until her desth, BZhe has had our
admiration and our lova, ‘Generous, openeminded, and Jual, ¥rs,
PAgelow has never allowed her gea)l for pood works to cloud her
judgment, Any committee wishing money for a juet and adequate
cause oould slways count on Mrs, Bigelow to favor their request,
When buoinsss was bad at the shop and the exchequer low, she wae
never discouraged, It will be sll right,” she wuld say, m 1

slvays vae,
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The members of the Board were not all fired with enthusiasm immediate-
1y when she suggeated that the shop deal in cast offs, waste paper,
and seraps, Poasibly they had & picture of themselves driving a
horse and cart about town to collsct their stock in trade, Her
iden wae accepted, however, but the question of the needed capltal
arose,,

80 Mre. Bigelow and Mrs. Leonard Bacon made an appoint~-
ment with Mr, George Eastman. They were to see him at aix o'cloock
&t his house, He was detalned by business, and there they waited,
their courage cozing out ae time went on, leaving them mora aﬁd
more depressed. An hour later, he appeared, and Mrs, Bigelow, in
five minutes without an unneceasary word, outlined their plan
for the shop. He listened, not uttering a word or queetion, and then
he sald, "How much do you want, a thousand dollare? And where shall
I gend the check? To Anna Hubbell?* She wae our treasurer at
that time, as well as of every other organization in town. "I
would do anything for Anna Hubbell," Lis declared. So the matter
being closed, they thanked and assured him that the money would
be repaid, Both Mra. Bigelow and Mrs, Baoon thought he looked a
1ittle dubious as they said goodbye; but the money was repald,
ovarqhant of 1it,

' The articles that have bsen presented to the shop are
various and amazing. We have had a full-grown steel safs, some
beautiful an§ v;lunh;o Japanese prints, a large old Bible, which
ie supposed to hafo belonged to one of George Washington's ocircle,
and a beautiful large ivory elephant. Our last acquision com~
prises a complete Punch and Judy Bhow, Ve had all the prerequlisites
of other shops, shop lifters included. One man doffed hls own
coat, substituted a better one of ours, and when Mr, Andrews pounced
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upon him as he was leaving, he dropped the new coat and escaped
with none, ‘

)Dnring the time we wers situated on Andrews Street, we
often had %o cope with broken windows, MYe were at a strateglc
point for a weary gentleman wending his way to the rescue mission,
Just acrose the river, to lean for support too heavily against our

~windows and bredk through with dleastrous results} or a nelghbor
might be tempted by our window display and smash 1t, helping hime
self to the article inside,

Thq shop has had to move several tines, When we found
it wﬁé‘nooaesary for us to leave the Andrews Street hullding, we
were quite reluctant %o do so, since it was situated in the midet
of the shopping distriot and sinae we realised how Aiffioult it
was to find a place sultable for our husiness; but we bought

_the building where we now are looated. And whon the dream came
true of owning a home of our own, what could have besn more ap-
propriate than to name it The Bigelow Hsmortﬁl Building. Our
many friends contributed freely to the bullding fund in memory of
¥rs. Bigelow, and Mre. Kate has baen very generous to us,

My wish and hope for the futurse of the Union is that it
may alwaye be a force to be roakqned with in the community; that
1t may have imagination and clear-sightedness to see what needs
to be done and énergy and determination to attack the problem and
put 1t sthrough; and that 1t may have the olear understanding and

common sense to keep its feet well upon the ground.
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