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w<wHE Difcovery of America, bas opened
§ T § gnew Field for Improvement, in the:
Yo ¥ commereial and bufy World. To be-
come intimately acquainted with the States and
Proviuces of North-Auerica, is an Employment
worthy the Attention of the greateft Statefman:
and bumbleft Peafant. While Travellers con- .
Santly prefent to our View, their accurate, en-
tertaining, and edifying Obfervations in Europe,
Afia, and Africa, we are not. fully poffeffed of
thofe, which give us a View of cur own Ceun-
try, and the contiguous Previnces.

The Re-capitulation of many of the following
Obfervations upen the Provinces of Canada, to
Individuals, bas led them to fuggeft to the Au-
thor the Gratificaticn it would afford, to have:
thefe prefented in a Vilume. '

In Obedience to their Wifbes, I bhave under-
taken to prefent fuch Remarks and Informaticn, .
during my Travels through thefe Ceuntries, asi
may perbaps amufe, if not edify,.

I- 611634
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WiV ars conoulfe foreign Countries, and
\ Filfuading’ Pikitics: agitate the public Mind;
_wbile'tve uréexdending our commercial Connec-

dions, forming Alliances, and drawing Intelli-

gence from every Quarter, it is boped that this

fmall Weork may contribute a Mite to increafe

our Acguaintance with thofe, who are now con-

nefied with us by Treaties, as well as a Simi-
_larity of Laws and Cuftoms.

Our former Intercourfe bas been chiefly by
War; but Peace, Commerce, and Emigrations
are extending cur Connections, and awake a
Solicitude for more particular Accounts, tha
any one bas yet detasled.

A Tour, &
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UR principal communication from:

' Lower Canada to the States, is by the
way of Lake Champlain and St. Johns, by a.
watcr conveyance from Skeenfborough, er:
the roads through Vermont.

Admiffion into the province of Lower Ca-
nada, was fecured by the vifirants reporting
themfelves at the Iile of Noix. 'i‘heir names.
are aifo taken at the cuftom-houfe in St.
Jehns, and a pafipert obtained into that pro-
vince, in order to a proper introduétion, ¢i-
ther on bufinels or amufement. A fort, gar--
1ifon, and magazine, are at St. Johns, The
trade is inconfiderable.  Time and enterprife
may convert it into a place of diftin&tion, as
it is at the extremity of the northern part of
Lake Champlain, where the waters of the-
river Sorel, formed by the lake, pafs into-
the river St. Laurcnce. ‘

az.
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The rapids not far from St. Johns are not
fo great, as to impede all communication with
the Like and rivers. Rafts conftantly pafs at
the feafons, w':>n the waters are high; but
boats are {o far impeded, that merchandize
is conveyed by land from St. Johns to Cham-
blee, abou: nine miles.

A regular ftage paffes from St. Johns to
Montreal, by the way of Lapararie. In the
fpring of the year the roads arc wet and heavy ;
but the excellent Canadian horfes, and dex-
terous drivers, conveyed us in good feafon
to the above village, which. is oppofite to
Montreal.

The decline of day, and the expediency
of waiting for the boats, which fet out in the
morning for the city, tempted us to amufe
ourfelves with a walk through the fettlement,
along the pleafant banks of the river.

The moft diftinguithed object is the parifh
church, fituated in a fmall open fquare, near
the centre. The curate refides near it: His
manfion is the public property of the church,
and is fufficiently large and commodious.—
The church is fpacious and venerable, and
conftructed upon a fpecies of architecture
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which is not modern, but fo far reduced to
rule, as for a long time to pleafe the eye, and
entertain the curious. It is {trong and lofty.
Heavy arches within, fupport the roof; and
the fericus mind, cannot fail of being im-
prefled with devout fenfations, while paffing
through it. The chancel is well finifhed, and
decorated with carvirgs, and the furniture
upon the altar: A number of hiftoric {cripture.
paintings adorn the walls..

Contiguous to the chapel, is alfo a female
academy, or counuy nunnery; where the
village girls are inftructed by their own fex,.
and others are received as boarders.. Befides
thefe, there are about 100 houfes built of
ftone, or hewn timber, and chiefly made
white and plaftered with lime.

The whole country is flat; and exceptthe
‘mountain of Montreal, atnine miles diftance,
the horizon only bounds the view. The:
ifland, city, and mountain of Montreal, withf
‘a number of other iflands, variegate the ex-
tenfive fcene, weft and north, from Lapi atie,

The conveyance from hence:to §§(j§pt‘real,
ig:in flat-bottomed bogts, which, are manag

by the inhabitants wich great de erity. They
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pafs the rapids fafely ; and the diftance is for-
gotten, amidft the hilarity and mufic of thefe
vatermen, and the villages on the thore we -
Lad left, and that to which we approached.

This city is defended on the river fide by
an high wall, and entered by gates. The
whole prefents an handfome view of well
built houfes and churches. The ftreets are
regular and commodious. The walls which -
furround this place, are out of repair: They
inclofe the public buildings and fquares, and
the moft valuable part of the ftores and bu-
finefs. DLxtenfivé fuburbs contain the labor-
ing pecple; and when vnized with the above
defcribed part of the citr, make it large and-
refpectable.

At the head’of the deeper and mcre navi-
gable waters of the river St. Laurence, and at
“thz confluence of the immenfe lakes, and large-
rivers, north, weft and fouth-weit; conneét-
ed with a flourifhing country, Montreal will.
ever hold a confpicuous ftation among the
bufy towns of North-America.

The merchants who traffic with the Indi-
ans, in the northigeftern country, refide and
have their faétory here. This:valuable bufi-
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nefs imploys many artifts: It may be faid to
be the main-fpring to the mercantile affairs
of thefe regiors.. Many European merchants
have fettled here, and compofe part of the
agrecable fociety we meet with,

The rapid and extenfive weftern fettle-
ments, fince the laft war, call for a large fup-
ply of merchandize; which is paid for in
wheat, lumber, and many other articles of
produce, wita fome furs alfo. ‘

Great attention is paid to religion by the.
Catholics. The parith church, in the centre
of this city, is a magnificent fabric, and is
built of ftone, in the form of a crofs. Its
elegant fteeple is covered with tin, and fur-
nifhed with three well-toned bells. A carving
of the crucifixion, as large as life, is placed
over the chancel, at the eaft end of the church.
The furniture and decorations of the chancel,
are rich, and the hiftoric fcripture paintings
numerous, and well executed. In the galle
ry, at the weft end, is a good organ.

The facriftee, or veftry room, is large and
richly fupplied with every thingithet is ufed

in the folemnities of their rcI!$% .. The velt-

*

ments of the priefts and orfiggents'of the altar,
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arc fuperb,  This edifice affords an extenfive
field, for the curiofity and inquiries, of a
catholic or proteftant. ‘

A large painting, which is intended to af-
ford an idea of Purgatory, is hung at the right
{ide of the enterance into this building : It ex-
hibits an angelic being, or the divine Saviour
defcending from an opening cloud, and with,
@ moft benign countenance, extending his
delivering arm to the diftrefled, condemned,
and defponding fpirits, reprefented in the
lower part of the pi¢ture. This group are.
drawn with a variety of countenances; fome
in all the diftortion of agony and defpair.—
Others, with the cheering lines of hope.—
Others, who have paffed the feafon of con-
finement, are reachirg forth their hands, to
accept a refcue, by the heavenly meflenger.

The defign and execution, are ingenious.
The leflon taught from this reprefentation, is
obedience to virtue's laws, that we may ef-
cape the place of torture; in a future world.
In this extenfive fabric, all the folemnities of °
seligion are celebrated, with great pomp and
decorum,,

Contiguousto it, and conneted by along;
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‘covered walk, is the feminary or conftant re-
fidence of the clergy. They eat at one com-
‘mon table, and have their feparate apart-
ments for {tudy and retirement, with a com-
mon library.

In the rear is a garden, arranged in regular
order, ftored with much good fruit, and af-
fording a pleafing {pot for air and exercife.

§ap g1p

A collegé of confiderable fize in another
bart of the city, is under the careof the clergy-
%n it, young men are taught the learnéd lan-
guages, and many branches of literature.—

Here is a library and good accommodations
for the ftudents.

The college, of the order of the Recollett
“Friars, is out of repair ;—the fraternity is al-
moft diffolved, by the death of its mem-
bers; as none could be added to it, accord-
ing to ftipulations at the conqueft. Mafs is
«conftantly celebrated «in their chapel.

The college of the diffolved order of Je-
fuits, is converted into barracks for foldiers,
and a prifon. The chapel is repaired and
decorated, for an Englith church.
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Large gardens are conne(ted with thefe
inftitutions, and take up a very important and
ufeful part of the city: They however fub-
ferve the purpofes of health, while the fuburbs
turnith room for the abodes of the induftrious
and poor, and gardens for the citizens.

~ Three nunneries are within the city. One,
is devoted to the education of females. T'wo,
are hofpitais for the fick, and afylums for the
poor. Both are well regulated and valuable
inftitutions. They are fupported from the
carly benefaltions of their founders, who were
females, and other property owned by their
refpe@ive communities, joined to their earn-
ings, from various fpecimens of ingenuity,
and induftry, which they coriftantly vend.

 The nunnery in the city, which is an hof-
pital, loft part of it funds in che late feizure
of the property of the monaftries in France.
_Thefe women, withing to preferve their filler-
hood, and to perform the accuftomed acts of
charity to the fick and poor, fupply the de-
ficiency in their prefen: incomes, by making
up the articles of Indian drefs, fent by the
‘merchants among the weftern tribes. -~ This
is the chief afylum for the diftreffed.. The
nuns have provided an apothecary’s room,
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which is well ftored with all neceflary medi-
cine, and the king’s chief phyfician, direts
the adminiftring of it,. and conftantly vifits
the patients gratis.

'The buildings for courts and public bufi-
nefs, are not diftinguithed for convenience
or tafte, while the edifices dedicated to reli-
gion and picty, do honor to their proprietors,

The market is well furnithed with the pro-
duce of the feafon, cheap, good, and in great
vaiiety.

The champ-de-mars, or field of military
parade, is on the ramparts, near the north .
gate. lItis a pleafant walk, and at the hours
of bringing on, and relieving the guards, af-
fords a lively fcene.

From this city, we have a view of the
mountain, which is at a fmall diftance. Itis
afcended by a good road, which rifes gradu-
ally, and prefents a variety of interefting ob-
jeés, fuch as gardens, orchards, and colint
feats.—From the fummit, the eye beholdg
many lively landfcapes.
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The city and the iflands in the river, or
rather lake which ‘furrounds the ifland .and
.mountain-of Montreal, and Ifle Jefv, unite in
cntertaining the fight in endlefs variety. This
is the magazine for fruit, in particular for
-apples for the province. Thefe are raifed in
abundance, are -excellent in their quality,
preferved with eafe, and fold at a moderate
price.

‘Sexeral parifhes and -parith churches are on
#hisIland. At La’chine is the landing place
from the upper countries ; rapids making any
further progrefs towards the city, by water,
very difficult: Boats arc built at this place,
and loaded for the Indian and weftern traffic.
A canal is meditated, but not-begun, in.or-
der to remove the difficulties, which prevent
the loading at Montreal :~—A Gonvenieat val-
ley prefents for this purpofe. The expence
would be amply compenfated by the facility,
aith which bufinefs would then be.executed.

The private villas, country houfes, gar-
dens,” and highly cultivated ‘mountain and
ifland, intice the vifitor to fpend fome time
among the delightfome fcenes. The roads
are good in fummer and winter.. The foil
is rich, and air exceedingly falubrious.
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A part of the army is ftationed in Montreal;:
in barracks erefted for the foldiery, under
‘the French adminiftration,; and thofe formed:
lately in the college of the Jefuits.

An happy harmony prevails among all or-
ders of the inhabitants, which are compefed
of Englith, Freach, Scotch and Irifh. Amn
urbanity, hofpitality, and interefting gentilicy:
of manners. pervade moft claffes of people:

Since fettlements have been made in: the
‘northern. parts. of: Vermont, and its. neigh~
bourhood, on the Canada fide of the line, an
extenfive traffic has been intreducedin to this
city from thence. This will increafe wiglt
the population, and:for a long time be uari-
valled. In cafe of war, Montreal is expofed:
to invafions by land, fhould the States take
a fhare in.the canteft;

Religion, appears to have its proper. influ-
ence upon the inhabitants. Churches arer
thronged: Peace: takes. place among. pro-
feflors of every. name, The clergy are well
fupplied. ‘Fhe -Englith priefis have their: re=
wards from Hngland, joined: to:an apsuab
falary paid by their parithoners. The.cathae
lic minifters have certain rents; which ase
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competent to their neceflities.  From their
wealth and good offices, the poor and dif-
treffed find great relief from want and wee.
The clergy ot all ranks are pious, polite
men,—af good learning and abilitics.

Some fchools are ereted under European
inftruétors.  Their progrefs has not yet been
fuch, as to become diftinguithed feminaries,
in the city- or its neighbourhood.. Females
are generally taught in the nunneries, and by
an ordinance of the catholic church, boys and
girls are not educated in the fame fchool..

After an agreeablc abode of a fortnight at
Montreal, we fet out for Quebec, by the
way of William Henry, a town which.receiv-
ed its name from a prince of England, who
vifited the provinces not many years fince.
It is fitvated ac the eafterly point of land,
where the rivers Sorel and St. Laurence unite
their waters. The ground is advantageous
for forming a town. . It is laid out for the
purpofe, and a number of houfes are erected.
Part of the army are quartered at William
Henry to guard the pafs to and from the
country, by the way of the river. As fettle~
ments increafe in Vermont,: and cn; the fouth
fide of Canada, near the States, the town of
William Henry will increafe alfo.  The eafy
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water conveyance down the river, ‘impeded
only by the rapids above Chamblee, and the
fmall ftreams and mill feats upon them, will
tend to encourage every kind of induftry.

The Englifh church is the fecon shat has
been built in the province.—A fmall one had
been previoufly eretted on the oppofite fide
of the St. Laurence, rather as a monument of
maufoleum for the dead, than a chapel for a
RUMeErous congregation..

A minifter of the Englith church, a man
of fortune, refides and officiates at William:
Henry, and among the troops at. St.. Johns..

The Catholics have a large ffone church,,
which is not far from the manfion of their
minifter. In no parts of this province, do.
the Catholics appear negligent in providing
for the inftitutions and fupport: of religion..

This town is about forty miles below Mont-
real. As we came hither by water, we were
conftantly amufed with a pleafant country »
Villages are in view on both fides of the river:
Many of them are decorated with fpires made:
brilliant by a covering of tin, ’

i : b2
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For their better accommodation with wa-
ter, the inhabitants build their houfes neat
the banks of the river, and the farms are
confequently narrow in front, and their houfes
not far from each other. Thefe are formed
of ftone 6r fquare timber ;—being made white
with lime, the contraft between them, and the
verdure of the trees and fi¢lds, caufes a pic-
ture like feene. We in reality pafled one
continued village.

A decent, refpeétful affability of manners,
prevails among the French peafantty; the
roads and houfes being near the margin of the
water, we frequently converfed with the inha~
bitants on the fhore.

Our waterman weré civil and attentive,e
‘We were often indulged by them, with a
French fong, and with gratification faw theit
attention to their religion, as they pafied the
churches. Thefe they vifited at the hours of
devotion. .

Having fpent fome days at William Henry,
we procceded down the river; ‘but having
reached the center of the Lake of St. Peter,
a fouth wind caufed a dangerous fwell, and
we landed at the river De Loup, from whence.
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we took carriages, and were conveyed to
TFhree Rivers.

The iflands formed at the mouth of the
river Sorel, extend from William Henry to
the Lake. They are flat, variegated by trees,
cultivated fields, and {inall {farm houfes. Our
paffage in difierent directions, among thefe:
iflands, and the width of the Lakes, deprived
us of our former views of the country; but:
thefe were exchanged for objeéts -equally
amufing, as the iflands afford a great variety..

The town called Three Rivers, is built:
wpon a rifing ground: The front towards the:
river, is generally a high fteep bank of fand:
and gravel. It is the only place of confe-
quence,. as to trade, on the north fide of the
river St. Laurence, between Montreal and:
. Quebec. Whie the province was under the
adminiftration of the French, fome fuperior
civil and military officers refided at Three:
Rivers. A large parith church, a nunnery
which is an hofpital, and place for {emale
education,. are poffefled by the Catholics.—
The college erected by the Jefuits, is now a
prifon, and place for public offices. Its
thapel is improved, partly for civil courts
and a congregation of Proteftants. of the Eng--
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Jith church. This union of religion and law;
vnder one roof, is uncommon, The chancel
is circular, and converted into very commo-
dious feats, for judges, jurors, and other at-
tendants upon judicial proceedings.  On the
fouth fide of the fame chapel is ereted a
decent pulpit, reading delk and pews.

This town enjoys fome trade with the In-
dians, who often vifit it with their furs, belts,
and other manufattures. The foil of the
neighbouring country is barren and fandy.—
About nine miles in its rear is a large fettle-
ment forined by a furnace, which is the chief
faltory for caft iron. From hence, the whole
northern country is furnifhed with that im-
menfe fupply of ftoves, {o univerfally ufed
in thofe provinces. European ariifts,, diftin-
guithed for their ingenuity, are employed as
fuperintendants and conductors of this exten-
five bufinefs. In every part,. ability, and en-
terprize are difcovered, and a better regula-
ted factory need not be fought for in North-
America.

The mechanifm of the extenfive works, —-
the mode in which water is conveyed to the
various parts where it is wanted, caufe great
difpatch in bufinefs.
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The townof Three Rivers, obtained its name
from its neighbourhood to the river, which
has two iflandds at its mouth, as it enters the
river St. Laurence, and this forms the ap-
prarance of three {treams.,

The central fituation of this town, bew
tween the cities of Montreal and Quebec, has:
led many to project the eretion of a college
in it, for the inftruttion of young men.

An Englifh clergyman, and two Catholic
minifters; refide here upon handfome ftipends
raifed by their refpective communities.

Locations are made in the lands fouth of
Three Rivers, on the oppofite thore, and a
communication between Canada and the
States, will fhortly be opened from thence,
by the way of the river Connedticut.

The road from the rtiver De Loup to this
Place is good; and like the country already
defcribed, well fettled and well cultivated.,
We pafied the late cantonments of thofe called.
the loyal corps, during the late war, and the
guards on the point of the Lake of St. Peter,,
where the waters affime a narrower courfe,
and become part.of the river St. Laurence.
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A new fcene opened upon our arrival at
Quicbec, the key into the province by water,
and the theatre of many military. operations,,
where the members of two European nations
have ruled, and the inhabitants of the States.’
* have diftinguithed themiclves by their valor.

Unfavorable winds, and the impediments
of a tide, frequently detained us on our way
to this. city, as the waters flow the river
as far as Three Rivers.—This left us to at-
tend to its progrefs, andrto regulate our voyage:

" acoordingly. ' :

From Montreal to Quebec, we have again.
found: an. almolt continued village. Good
_accommeodations by: night and. day, and- eafy
conveyances by land and: water, all, at-a mo-
derate price. 4~ ‘ :

Religion appears truly venerable, not only
. in its temples and. other edifices, but in the
holpitality, politenefs, and genteel deport-
ment of molt of its profeffors. To the clergy
and other gentlemen of rank and information,
we have been indebted for many civilities.~w
- At Cape Santa and Point-au-Tremble, we
were politcly entertained, while the winds and
tide delayed our voyage. The finlt of thefe
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willages, is made confpicuous at a confiderable
diftance, by a large church adorned with five
fteeples—all covered with tin.

This temple ftands on a rifing ground, and
‘was founded by three ladies of great eftate—
It is called the Church of the Three Sifters, in
commemaration of this their piety. Itranks”
in fize with the Cathedral of Quebec, and the
parith church of Montreal.

Peint-au-Tremble is cighteen miles from
Quebec. The late fuffragan or aflitant bithop,
called the coadjumr, refided inghis parith.—
He was greatiy efteemed by Lord Dorchefter
and the court at Quebec. Through the in-
fluence of this nobleman, that worthy prelate
was advanced to the Epifcopal chair. He
attended Lord Dorchefter on a voyage to
Fingland, :and was formerly a Catholic mif-
fionary among the Indians at Penobfcot, in
the State of Ma{Tachufects, and received a
ftipend from the general court there for thofe
fervices. A fpecimen of policy or liberality
at that time, which is to be applauded, but
not .eafily accounted for.  This dignitary
joined to a zealous attachment to his reli-
?mus profeflion, the chriftian, gentleman, the

iend of learning, and patron of ufeful arts,,
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and men of merit. He died in Quebec, and
the curate of Longuile, near Montreal, was
¢lected to the fame dignity.

The bithops of the Catholic church, pre-
ferve the fucceffion of epifcopal power with
great care, and no one is confecrated without
the approbation of the bifhop of Rome, and
the governor of Canada. '

Thus -preferving the dittintion of ‘ec-
clefiatical powers, the rights of patronage,
and the duties of allegiance, and removing
jealoufies and difcontents on all fides.

_One bifhop only is neceffary, to deliver the
facerdotal power to another, and a fuffragah
is always eleCted upon the deceafe of ‘either
of the two, that the diocefe may not be def-
_titute of a fuperior. The other bithop re-
fides with the clergy in the feminary of Que-
bec. His former palace is converted into
Jand and other offices, and its chapel into a
court or parliament houfe. The clergy teach
a number of young men in the feminary, and
.are the proncipal inftrutors through the pro-
vince.

- Itis a commonplage remark that the clergy
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of the church of Rome, wilh to keep-the
people in ignorance.  This charge has given
offe;.ce in Capada. At the firlt fettlement
of this province, large refervations of lands
were. made, for the prometion of ‘learning,
and commodious and excellent colleges were
erected. Thefe were under the fuperintend-
ance of the fociety of Jefuits. Inftrutors
were placed and every needful endowment and
arrangement made for diffeminating knowl-
edge. But, upon furrendering of the pro-
'vince to the Britith, after the conqueft, thefg
colleges were converted into barracks and
prifons, both in Montreal and Quebec. The
funds are appropriated to other ufes a'ter the
deceafe of the longefl liver of the fraternity,

All attempts to ere& fubftitutes for thefe,
have been abortive. The nation of England
has not made amends for the lofs, and the
Catholics have been defeated and chagrined.
—The Anglo-Americans who abode .by the
Britith ftandard, and withed to provide for
the education of their children in Canada, have
endeavoured to form academies and fchools
after the example of the States. The Ca-
tholic bithop has been confulted, and he gave
~his opinion without referve, that the colleges

; C '
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ani property of the Jefuits ought to be ref-
tored to their original ufes in promoting
knowl:Jdge ;—that they were amply adequate
to every purpofe. He was afked to give a
fatement of the prefent revenues of the
clergy, with a hope, that a fund might be
_raifed from thence for the purpofe. His
anfwer was, that the incomes of the clergy,
were barely fufficient for their neceffities,—
that th-{c depended upon certain parts of the
prod:sts of the country, which were fre-
quently diminithed by blaft, drought, and
unfruitful feafons,—that the clergy were con-
frantly obliged to refign their dues to relieve
the poor, and thus negleéted exatting juttice
for themfelves. . -

After deliberating on the fubje&, the go-
vernor and the Englith party relinquithed
the defign. Colleges are not ereéted. Young
men are fent into England and the States for
education. The elergy of the Romifh church
proceed to educate all who are placed under
their care, and fome Proteftant {chools are
taught in the towns of Montreal, William
Henry, Three Rivers, and Quebec.

This laft city is compofed of two parts,
called the Upper and Lower town. The fat-
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ter 15 ereCted under a precipice, and upon
the beach on the banks of the river. Itis
cennected with the upper town, by 2 winding
fireet, and a foot way up winding ftairs. Init
are the public and private ftores and wharves.
‘The depth of the water, the height to which
it rifes, and the commodious beach formed
curing the ¢bb of the tide, afford many con-
veniences to facilitate bufinefs.  One ftreet
of houfes, with the above ftores and wharves,
compofe the principal part of the lower town..

The upper town is built upon an eminence
which commands the country and river. The
fortifications are ftrong, the city is entered by
gate:, and muft reduced only by great military
force, regular fiege, and perlevering oppera-
tions, Every apparatus and proviion for its
defence, are prepared and in readinefs, in
great quantities. Surprize, flratagem, and-
ftarvation, are-fcarcely practicable, efpecially-
when the rigors of winter, are to be furmount-
ed by affailannts and befiegers.

Within the walls, -are the chatteaw or go-
vernor’s houle, all public offices, the church-
es, feminary, Jefuits and Recolletts colle--
ges, and two nunneries.. e
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The chatteau'is a large ftone building, with
a commodious fpot as a court yard, or place
of parade in front towards the town. Joined
to this, is a large dining or bangnetting hall :
On the fummit of an inacceffible precipice in
front from this houle and its gardens, we view
the country eaft, and fouth acrofs the river,
and the whole of the lower town.

The moft remarkable building in Quebec,
is the Cathedral church, which is large, and
attended by a numerous congregation. It is
well adorned at the eaft end near the aliar,
but doth not make the fame fplendid appear-
ance, with the parith church of Montreal.

The feminary and former college of the Je-
fuits are large. Elegant chapels ar¢ joined:
to cach of them. The Recolletts colege
and chapel have been demolifhed by fire, and
are in ruins. ‘The nungeries are alfo large :
One is a place of female education, the other
is an hofpital: A third is without the city,,
and an hofpital. Thefe infitutions, the pro-
perty of females,—the recepeacle for the fick
and wounded, are condufked with great order:
and ccopamy. Humsn woes are alleviated by
them in a manner, that does henor to hyman
nature and religion. They contain large
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apartments for fick men, and fick women..
‘They are the only alms houfts in the pro-
vince, and are fupporicd from the property
of the nuns. Thefe women ate the nurfes.
and attendants. Apothecaries’ rooms, fup-
plied with medicine are in each, fuperin-
tended by a nun. This is her principal em-
ployment. The hofpital rooms are connet-
ed with the chapels, and by the opening of
folding doors the fick may attend the devo-
tions. * They arc fcreened from public view:
by a curtain and lagtice work.  Great gra-
city and decorum are obferved through the
whole.  On the fide oppofite to the apart-
ments of the fick, is the chapel of the nuns,,
opened and fecured in the fame manner. The
main chapel is acceflible to all vifitors, as are-
the churches through the province. Such fa-
cred refpeét for religion, and fuch integrity-
prevail, that the churches are open night and
day. The hand of facrilege, has feldom
deprived the temples of the firalleft article..
antiguoys to each of the colleges and nun-
neries, are fgardcnvs which occupy a confidera--
ble part of Quebec. Many private gardens.
are alfo within the city. Perhaps no more-
ground is taken up in thefe, than is neceflarg
1o preferve the health. ‘ '

C2
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Fires have frequently ravaged the upper
and lower town, and the fuburbs.

The moft memorable fpot contiguous to
Quebec, is Abraham’s plain. This is an
extenfive flat ground about a mile in width,
extending in a line with the river towards the
fouth-weft. Near the river the bank rifes
fuddenly, and forms a precipice not eafily to
be afcended. On the north fide, this hill
gradually delcends to the river St. Charles.
“I'he neighbouring region then rifes in a gen-
~tle flope, and we arc entertained with a view
of the pleafant country, farm houfes, and
villages, until the profpect is loft in the dif-
tant hills and the horizon. Qn this plain
Wolf fell. The fpot is fhewn, but it is not
marked by any monument to diftinguifh it.
He landed at a place now called Wolf’s cove,
made by the river, covered by the circular
form of the neighboring height or precipice.
He afcended by an hollow way, which na-
ture had formed by a fmall rivulescaufed by
rains from the water colleGted on the plain.

‘Nature had thus prepared a landing place
and a pafs from the beach, which was cover-
ed from the view of the befieged, and gave
an opportunity to furprize the enemy within
the walls,
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The public road runs along this plain, and
is decorated with gentlemens’ country feats
and fertile fields.

Beyond this cove is Powel place, the refi-
dence of the Proteftant bifhop. It is an ele-
gant houfe, and the farm and gardens are in
Englith ftyle,

A large area in front, with irregular cluf-
ters of trees, a walk on the banks of the river,
and the defcent by fteps, lead the vifitor around
a feat of the greatett diftinction in the neigh-
bourhood.

In furveying Abraham’s plain, we were
“pointed to the places where Montgomery,.
Woofter and others ‘quartered and carried”
on their military operations.. R

The country around Quebec exhibits many
enchanting profpets. The villages and fet-
tlements acrofs the St. Laurence, towards
point Levi and the States—the Ifle of Or-
leans—the country towards the falls of Mont-
morency—Dorchefter bridge—and the nun-

“nery without the city, give beauty to extenfive.
profpe&s. The falls of Montmorency, at the
diftance of feven miles, tempted us to a ride



Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County « Historic Monographs Collection

through the French villages and farms ealt of
the city,

 This admired profpeét is made by a
fmall river, which defcends at leaft two hun-
dred feet in one fheet of water. A _bafon
‘holow reccives it, and it is conveyed from
thence a fmall diftance into the river St. Lau-
rence. We beheld the beauties of this place
from a (ummer houfe, which General Haldi-
mand erefted aver the river, to which we
defcended by feveral flights of fteps, made of
wood, by fome ingenious artit. The fummer
houfe is really hung over the river, and the:
fall muft be from the above height, whenever:
jt gives way to the decays of time. The
varied tinges of the rainbow, formed amidft
“the water and vapors in a clear day,—the
diminithed ftature of the fihermen below,
and the ingenuity of the artift, afforded us
smuch amufement.

This houfe js elegant, but not large.—-1It
is accommodated with all the offices needful
for a plagg of retreat for an hour or a night +
It is tqo coftly for a peafant and man of bu-

~ finefs, and is not fufficiently commodious fg
the permanent refidence of a gentleman of
Jeifure, rank, or fortune. Much tafte is.éig‘?l
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played, and fome confiderable expence has
been beftowed in decoration.

The Indian village of Lorette is vifited by
ftrangers, where intercourfe with civilized
nations, and the fupcrintendence of the Ca-
tholic clergy, exhibited the defcendents of:
the aboriginals of America in a well regulated,
fettlement; pious,, induftrious, and moral..

A chagel, parfon’s houfe, and the ufual
inftitutions of this country, for the bencfit of
s inhabitants, are foupd in this place alfp.

Refering particular remarks upon the cuf-
toms, manners, and peculiarities of this counn
try to the clofe of this work, we proceed to
other parts of the provinces.

Upon leaving Quebec, we revifited fome
of the country through which we paffed on
oyr way thither. We found the river Sore}.
to be much narrower than the St. Laurence,
and the margin equally well filled and deco-.
rated with handfome villages, through a fer-.
tile country. An uniformity of fathion pre-,
vails in their churches and houfes—but theg
varigty of views is great. The nairownels
of the river prefented objects on each fide,
as we progrefled flowly againft the ftream.
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Bellevieu and the neighbouring mountain,
exhibit an alluring, noble profpe.  This
mountain rifes in a conical form, and is con-
fpicuous -at a great diftance. Apple and
other fruit trees flourith upon it, and it is not
inhabited except in a few places. '

Chamblee Bafon at the head of navigation,
is about one mile acrofs. Irs form is circular,
‘and its banks inhabited. A church and vil-
lage on one file, and an old Rone fortification
on the other, and the entering of the waters
from Lake Champlain, down the rapids, give
variety to the obje&s which engroffed our
attention. The fort is fquare, inclofing a
barrack, and guarding the water conveyance
and entrance by land. '

The rapids are feldom paffed except in the
fpring, and fome have proje&ted a mode of
elearing out the rocks. Time will, by fome
work of art, open an eafy water communica-
tion between the river and lake. o

-~ Very coftly and excellent mills are ere&ed
on the fidé of thefe rapids. The carrying place
from hence to St. Johas is about eight miles:
—The road is good, boats are often taken
acrofs, and but little interruption to travellers
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takes p*lacc between Lake Champlain and
Quebec.

- Lower Canada appears upon examination,
to enjoy as many of the bleflings of life, as
are needful to make man happy. The go-
. ¥ernment is mild and energetic.  The ancient
French code, and the prefent fyftem of Eng-
lifh Jaws, are conduéted in fuch a mnde as to
fecure the citizens at large, in every valuable
right. A reprefentation, by the election of
the people in a provincial legiflature, and ‘the
_privilege of wial by jury, are eftablithed.by
the conftitution, - S

~ The civil and military lit are maintained
by the Britith nation, and the people pay few
or no taxes to defray the expenfes of govern~
-ment. Salaries are paid to the Englith clergy,
and to fome of the Catholic and Prefbyterian,
minifters, by the crown. ' ‘

The militia are .officered by men eleéled -
from among themfelves, and' their refpective.
companies have alarm pofts afligned, and the
officers refidence is marked by a pole with an-
evergreen top. In this mode, in all cafes of
diftrels and danger, a refort is immediately
‘pointed out, for the inhabitant and firanger:,
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To the fouth-calt of this place near the
States, fett!ements are rapidly forming within
the province. The fettlees are chicly from
she loyalifts ‘of the late army, and emigrants
from New-England. Already has confidera~
ble land been improved and brought into
“cultivation, and as thefe extend along the lines,
and advance toward the river St. Laurence,
they will greatly increafe the profperity- of

this province. -
FY

The hardy manners and induftry, the fuc-
“céfsful mode of clearing lands, in which the
northern colonifts excel, give them many
advantages. Thev cultivate the older farms,
through the ancient fettlentents, among the
French inhabitants better, and landholders in
‘general prefer fuch vpon their eftates.

 This province, affords as many of the real
enjoymentss of life, and the people are as
‘happy, peaceable, and profperous as in any
part of North America. Few conquered
“‘countries have been better protected or gos
verhed. Religion, while it reftrains the peo-
“g]le within the bounds of morality, hasa large
thare in teaching them to obey government.
‘The principles of liberty and religion, which
Have placed all power in'the hands of the
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people, and deftroyed many of . the laws and
cuftoms of countries governed by abfolute
monarchs, and nobles and clergy with fupe-
rior powers, are gradually extending: This
in confequence of the ufe and adminiftration of
the Englith laws and their opinions, cuftoms,
maaners and religion.

The monaftic orders decreafe gradually
and few offer themfelves for admiffion into
the nunneries. 'The order of Friars and Je-
fuits were permitced to enjoy their effates at
the conqueft, but to enrol no more in their
fraternities. Thefe. orders are therefore al-
moft extin&.-

An order. called the grey nuns, are fchoal
miftreffes, who inftrett the girls anly in the
French and Indian villages. They are not
confined to the cloifter, and are very attentive
to their pupils- whom they early initiate inte
an'acquaintance with the cathechifls, fmaller
ftuals, and the principles of refigion. They
bave maid-fervants who attend their dosef~
tic concerns, and the inftitutions: may be con-
fidered as well regulated boarding fchools.—
Females who perform the more laborious part
'of the economy of the nunneries, are calied

’ D
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Lay Sifters, and have not taken the vow of
fingle life.

Prote(tantifm has made but little progrefs,
The univerfal toleration which is exabli(hcd
by law,—the peaceable temper of the go-
vernors of the Catholic church,~«—and the civil
and military charaters at the head of the
province, have preferved general harmony.

The Englith bifhop in Quebec is a gentle-
man of great learning, eminently qualificd for
hisoffice. His moderation and difcretion are
very acceptable to all parties. So little zgal
for profelyting from the Catolics has pre-
vailed, that more have joined thefe from the
Proteftants than have been converts to the
Englith church or the Prefbyterians.

Although a bithop, priett, and deacon of-
Ficiated in Quebec, yet an Englith church has
not been erected for the ufe of the Englith con-

gation, and divine fervice is cclebrated in
a Catholic chapel. The politenefs and hof-
pitality of the clergy were difplayed in a
manner which demands our higheft acknowl-
.edgments of gratitude. '

Our very geeteel rcccptio@by the affiftant
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bithop of the Catholic church, opéned a
fource for much information. We found
him eafy of accefs, affable, and dignified in
his manners. He alfo performed the duties
of a parith prieft and received a reward not
fuperior to moft of that order. He frequent-
ly adminiftered medicine to the fick, having
been called in his miffions to ftudy the heals
ing art.

By his letter we became acquainted with
the bithop of Quebec, a much efteeined ec-
clefiaftic. In Quebec we met thefe- dignita-
ries together at the feminary, and dined withs
the former at the chief juftice’s, in company.
with three of tae clergy-of Franee, gentlemen. -
of ditinguilhed rank, learning, and.ebjlitics,

The intercourfe among all defcriptions of,
the heads of departments and communities is
fach, as difplays great order-and copfidence
fmong each other, with a happy effe&t upon
the people and fubordinate ftations, :

~ The common-habit of a bithop is a purple
ftuff, with a velvet collar and cufis. A gold,
‘crofs about three -inches. lerg is worn around:
his neck, and a broad filk fath with gold
taficls at the_ends around his waift. = This
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drefs is fitted to the body but fpreads in the
fkirt, reaching to the fect. Itis clofed from
the neck to the bottom with a large number
of buttons.  The habit of the inferior clergy
is black, but is fimilar inits fathion, '

On our return: from Quebec, we found
the bithop at Point-au-Tremble, celebratin
the anniverfary of his confecration, attend
by the head of the Recolletts, three of the
cergy from France, and fome of the parifh
clergy from the city and neighbourhood.—-
Perfe cafe prevailed among all.  Towards
the evening the bifhep: accompanied us. to
the banks of the river, attended by the head
of the Recolletts, a gentleman far advanced
in life, but retaining a fund of vivacity, and
a fprightly fancy and humour, which make
his company acceptable in all circles.

When the fun was near fetting the parilh
bell rung, and the company taking off their
hats, converfation was- fufpended- and devo-
tion engroffed a few minutes.  This appeared:
to be a fignal for prefenting devoue thankf{-

ivings to the Father of mercies, and:is ob-
Ervcd accordingly by the whole parih and’
sountry,
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% In:the chapel a.body of Indian mren,. wo-:
men, and children were upon their knees, to=
tally abforbed. in - prefenting their evening:
adorations. © We pafled them, apparently:
without being noticed, and as far as external
deportment. authorized us to®judge of the.
employment of the heart, no fypplicaats could:
be more fincerely devout.. They were part?
ot a tribe who were upon a vifit to the bithops
their former prielt, and were treated with:
great tendernefs and kindnefs by himfelf ande
hm fan]ilyr L oo 4- Lo e e

« The weather was pleafant and we hag -feens
them in their encampment near the margin of -
the river..  They had made their voyage in-
a birch canoe, which was now their fhelters
from the fun. The women were bufy in:
manufaturing articles for fale in birch bark,.
which they decorate with the porcupine’s
quill—Diligence and innocence marked their
demeanor.  Thefe temporary. defences: by:
Ysheir canoes are made more convenient, by
othe birch bark which they carry wich them;.
which anfwers as a floor to fleep upon, or ass
tents to ward off the wind and rain.. The
birch ‘canoes- are . made of the bark of that:
tree and are of different dimenfions. Thofex
P2
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ufed in the North-weftern trade are large :—.
They are conftru&ted for expeditipus failing,
—are light, and eafily coniveyed over porta-
%:s or carrying places. Greatattention muft

paid to the motion at entering or while
within_ them, as the fmalleft accident will
overturn them if thisis not obférved. When
they are properly loaded and ballafted, they
are fafe and pafs dangerous rapids without:
“difficulty or damage.

‘While the Canadian men have not gener=
ally the benefits of fchaols, and want colleges.
and inftrucors, the women are well educated-
in city and country nunneries. The urfuline-
nun$ teach in the cities and towns, and. the-
grey nuns in the country.

“The country nunneries are large well buile
houfes, with gardens and needful court yards
for fafety, exercifc and ornament. One of:
thefe is to be féund in every village. Girls,
from a diftance are received as boarders, and
the village girls as day fcholars—They retire.
at regular hours and are removed at the plea-.
fure of parents. Being contiguous to the
chapel of the neighbourhood, all attend de-
yotions morning and evening. The effectis
pleafing, as the women obt%ood educa-
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tions iir reading, writing; and many of the
ufeful and ornamental ‘branches of induftry
which are peculiar to the. fex..

Religion is venerated in every quarter—Its:
temple ., its humane, and benevolent inftitu-
tions——[ts monuments and memorandums in
cities and countries are: numerous. Hiftoric:
paintings and pickures cover the walls, and:
‘the croffes by the way, conftantly. lead.the
mind to devout refle¢tions.. It would be fo-
reign from the defign of’ this work to enter-
upon a detail of the peculiarities in the opin-.
ions and rites of the Catholic church, which
we call fuperftitious. Many ingenious argu-
ments are given for their faith and inftitu-
tions. Proteftants when they ftriped the
churches of hiftorie fcripture paintings, de-
prived themfelves not-only. of the rich. pro-
ductions of eminent artifts, but of valuable
means for inftrution. The animated canvas
in- Catholic countries,. gives us more juft and
lively ideas of the nativity, refurretion, and
-afcenfion of eur Lord, than can be afforded
by the tongue or pen of the learned; nay, than
- by the language of {cripture itfelf.  That the
painter has given-us the {cene in reality is not -
_pretended, but:as exat a reprefentation-of it
~as human ingenuity can devife. To this cuf-
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tont of decorating churches it is to be attfi=’
buted, that ltaly produced fo many eminent.
painters, and became a fchool for men of that:
profeflion. The charge of idolatry, has been
carried-in the opinion of fober Proteftants,
beyond all bounds of decency. The repre-
fentation of the perfon or event is preferved
to inftruct and folemnize. = The moft power-
ful -arguments are ufed to deter.the people
from praying to images or pictures. ,

- While candor and charity lead us not to cen=
fure or condemn what we are not thoroughly
acquainted -with, we thould guard againft
thole violences and convultions, which would
make a prey of profeflors of religion of any
kind to gratify {pleen, bigotry, avarice, o
gny hateful’ paffion. - Reformation is to be
effe@ed by wiflom, gentlencfs, patience, and-
more exemplary piety. :

- Travelling in this province is eafy and
expeditious. A public mail-ftage runs from:
St. Johns to Quebec: A calefcha, a fpecies?
of chaife or chair drawn by one horfe, is ufed
by all claffes of citizens. Thefe are to be
“had at moft of the peafants houfes, and ob-.
ained at pleafure in the cities. For a mo-
derate price travellers are conveyed. in them-
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fixty miles a day—As the driver paffes the
churches and croffes, he checks the fpeed of
the horfe and {tops for a minute, and taking
off his hat repeats a fmall prayer, and replaces
it upon his head and drives on. Some have
profanely refifted and ridiculed this practice;
but to be conducted as a ftranger by attend-
ants, who conftantly pay their homage to the.
Creator and Preferver of men, muft confole
every confiderate mind. It is more coms=
mendable to encourage fuch.devotions,. thaa;
to: interrupt them and give needlefs. offence.

Water conveyances in.fmall.and large vefs
fels are alfo conftant between- the: cities of
Montreal and: Quebec., Whenawer wind: or.
tide detained: us contrary to our inclination,
we found ready tranfportation by:the peafants.
on the land. ‘ ‘

Water voyages:are peculiarly entertaining.s.
The expedition and convenience: by which,
they are conduéted, lead many to. prefer. thig
mode: . The canoes and flat bottomed boats,
pafs fafely and are managed with dexterity.
To the orderly and refpectiul depertmvens of
tie boatraen in general, they joined. a. feru.
pulous demeanor as they pafled the chunches
and monuments of religiom. The. watermen
conltantly amufed us with their finging in 2
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meafure which is harmonious, and animates
them to greater dexterity and expedition.

‘The foregoing defcribes a fummers vifit
and tour. A winter is fcarcely lefs pleafant:
"The country is then covered with fnow—-the
waters cqngealed, and pleafure and bufinefs
create an active feafon.  The roads are good:
Fat horfes and gond fleighs, called carioles,
are plenty. Dréfled in-fur-agd prepared for
the climate, the cold and ftorm makes but
little impreflion—T hey caufe but little com-
g]:inc by either night or day, and the houfes

ing heated by ftoves a temperature is form-
ed s that degree, which caufes fowers to
appear in full bloom, and citron. trees are to
-be found which have not been injured by
froft for many years. :

‘With a warm drefs, a buffalne fkin over
vur feet and lap, a fur cap, muff, mitténs
and buikins lined with fur, we vifited the
village of the Algonguin and Irricquois k-
dians, about 40 miles from Montreal—This
is. the refidence of the defcendanss and rem-
pant of two tribes, who dwell in two ftreets
or {mall cantonments in houfes formed of
hewn timber clofed with lime. The diftance
between thefe cansonments is but a few rods.
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In each is a fmall chapel of a regular form,
about fifteen feet fquare. Thefe edifices are
frequent in thefe provinces and they are im-
proved in the Catholic proceffions, in villa--
ges, as a fubftitute for large churches in the
cities. Certain folemnities are attended in
them on public feftivals. -

" The Indians appear to be totally converted
to chriftianity,® agd reduced to order under
the government.” No attendants upon reli-
gious worfhip can be more punctual or rever-
ential, and the finging of their women is. foft
and enchanting. The large chapel is deco-
rated with a number of excellent hiftoric rep-
refentations taken from facred feripture.—
The. altar, veftry room, veftments of the

priefts, and the furniture at large ufed in this
temple, are exceeded by few of the French
churches. L

“The Indians do not confine their devotions
,to the public affembling in the church, but
“are punftual in their merning and evening
ejaculations before and after their meals, and
in all cafes of difficuity and danger.

After the feafon of Huntipg expires, thefe
two tribes return to their village :—One of
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them permits the women and chi}dren to at-
tend them into the foreft :—In the ather, the
women abide at home. In fummer the land
is cultivated, and bread and many other ne+
ceflaries raifed for their confumption during
the year. They have horfes and other cattle,
and vehicles for winter travelling. The wo-
men are diligent in their domeftic concerns,
and manufactute belts, mockafons, and vari-
ous parts of the ¢lothing of their families.—
Furs and fkins are drefled by thefe people,
and théir whole time appears to be induftri-
oufly employed in the manufactures peculiar
to themfelves. A large furplus is fold to the
merchants in this village and:‘Montreal. Tra-

»ders are eftablithed in all thefe fettlements,
who enjoy a lucrative traffic and poffefs the
cenfidence of the Indiaus.

The felicity and profperity which prevail,
afford ftrong argumgntsgn ft?;)port of the po-.
licy of both the French and -Englith gov-
ernments, and the good effet of the Cathox,
lic religion. ‘Thefe tribes are ufeful auxilia~
ries in all confufions with the weftern tribes,
and are employed as ambaffadors and runners.

~ About forty miles -above this fettlement,
plantations are forming od the Ottawais river



Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County « Historic Monographs Collection

UPPER axo LOWER CANADA. 49

into a region but little known until late years.
A large country is now opening by water
upon this river, which will be the principal
channel of communication with the north-
weftern country. ‘The neighbourhood of this
territory to Montreal, and the eafy commu-
cation by water to every part of the provin-
ces, make it very valuable.

At the mouth of this river is the Lake of
the two mountains, known by its vicinity to
two high hills, which are to be feen at a con-
fiderable diftance. Many, fertile iflands and
fmall ftreams are conneéted with this Lake
and the river,

;- Oppofite to this Indian village is a-French
Tettlement, to which we paffed thro’ anavenue
of evergreens of about twelve feet in height,
placed in the ice, in regular order, equi-
diftant from each other. This is a common
practice, and very neceflary, where roads are
expofed to be deftroyed by new fnows, or
the traveller may lofe his way in a ftorm.

" A ftone fortification formerly defended the

entrance into the Lake and river at this place,

and fome of its remains are to be feen, conti-
B D
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guous to the chapel and parith houfe. Thefe
are er¢ted on a point of land, where com-
‘manding views prefent in every -direGtion,—
Time may make this a place of importance,
and a large city may be formed where the
natives have refided unmolefted -for many
years. A road is opened from Montreal in
the rear, and a winter journey is made acrofs
the iflands and frozen waters in front,

The cuftoms and manners of the Indians,
have been very generally and accurately def-
cribed by thofe who firft vifited them, in
what we call, their rude and favage ftate—An
intercourfe with thofe who have emigrated
from Europe, has changed the fcene in fome
degree among the tribes in Canada. They
have affumed the fhort furtout which is gen-
erally ufed by the peafantry. The children
are nurfed upon a board, and the blanket is
retained by men, women and children, as the
outer garment in rain or cold. The Indian
ftocking and mockafins, are well adapted to
the climate. The French peafants wear a
thoe of tanned leather, conftrutted in the
fame form. ‘

"’ The French government, early countenance
matrimonial alliances with the natives, and a
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great fimilarity of features and coniplexion
appear in all parts of thé country, through
which we have paffed. This affinity is evi-
dent in both the French and Indian fettle-
ments, and men and women of thefe refpec-
tive tribes and nations, live happily together
in domeftic and matrimonial {tate. Their
progeny marry together, as children of one
common family. Was this virtuous and ra-
tional matrimonial alliance encouraged, by
the European emigrants into the American.
regions north and fouth, many confufions and-
outrages would be prevented.

‘From this village we pafled through French
fettlements into the upper province, and the,
townthips poflfefied by the late loyal corps
and the adventurers from Europe and the
States. People of every language and nation,
have came hither and formed profpering co-~
lonies. Heaven has bleffed their labors, in-
duftry, and enterprize. Few have experi~
enced greater fuccefs. The nation of Eng-
land has foftered them with great care, and
beftowed rations of provifions, clothing,
materials for houfe building, hufbandry tools,.,
and continued the pay of the Jate officers and:.

foldiers for three years. Each of the emi-
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grants alfo had a quantity of land beftowed
upon tiem.

In return for this bounty, the nation vends
her manufalures, and mutt enjoy a lucracive
commerce with countries that are increafing:
in wealth-and numbers, whofe confumption of
foreign commodities will increafe in propor-
tion alfo. The advantages to the nation from
this juftice, policy, and mode of colonizing:
will be immenfe. The country is fertile, well
timbered and watered. Commodious locks:
are formed near the rapids, which facilitate-
tranfportation. The winter is peculiarly fa-
vorable for conveying the produce of the
country and commodities of the merchant to
market, as the roads are good, the country-
flat, and waters frozen.

At St. Regis on the fouth fide of the river,
a number of Indians refide in a {mall town,
built of hewn timber, who are occupied in-
hunting, fithing, farming, and the manufac-
tures of their tribes. The moft diltinguithed
object ‘in this place is a very large Catholic-
church, inferior to few in fize, which has
been lately buile by the Indians themfelves,
with a fmall affiftance from the clergy and
fome gentlemen of rank and fortune, Men,
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women, and children in this village aflited the:
mafons and carpenters in procuring timber,,
ftone, and lime, and in every poffibic part of:
the labour.

It is a work which does honour to their
zeal, and is an ornament to a very pleafsnts
country,, contiguous to fertile ilands, and the,
waters of the river St. Laurence  Mountains
towards the fouthweft are feen, wiich are
in the State of New-York, and neighborheod:
of Lake Champlain—Roads from hence, and?
from an American plantation, making on the
fide of the States. oppofite Johnftown; or:
Ofwegatche, will expedite the communi-a-
tion with Albany and New-York,.and {h- rcen:
the prefent route more than one hundred
miles. The country is well calculated. for
this purpofe.

The Britiflr nation pay afalary to: the Ca=
tholic minifter of St. Regis, and a' pre{byte-
rian minifter on the oppofite fhore. As
Cornwall and Johnftown, they are about-to
erect and maintain churches and acadetnies;
anl a fum is afigned for the purpofe.

Kingtton is a confiderable:town in. the Up~
D2
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per province. It is erected near the old fort,
called Frontinac, part of which remains with
the barracks, and are improved by the gar-
rifon which is ftationed there. Many large
houfes, ftores, and fome convenient wharves
are built near the river or lake. Being 4t
the extremity of that inland fea, called the
Lake Ontario, and near the outlet from thence
which forms the river St. Laurence, this muft
be a town of confiderable importance. A
number of large veflels are conftantly pafiing:
from hence in every dire&ion acrofs the Lake,,
and boats are arriving to, and paffing from
hence and Montreal. The country is clear-
ing and cultivating. Numerous bays and
rivers are connected with the Lake, and
wealth muft reward the induftry of a bufy,
enterprifing people. Wheat, lumber, cattle,
horfes, and pot-athes, will compofe the prin-
cipal exports. The conftant influx of inhabi-
tants will for a long time, confume the pro-
duce of the farmer, and fpare the trouble
‘6f exportation. With the numbers that have
entered thefe regions, government has been
eftablithed, fimilar in its form to the conftitu-
tion of England, and the other royal govern-
ments. ‘The civil, military, and ecclefiafti-
cal officers are chiefly fupported by the crown;:
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and the Legiflature meets orr the other fide.
of the Lake.

An Englith church is ereéted, and a mif-
fionary; who is the bithop’s commiffary, is in-
duted into the cuse—He vifits the Mohawk
Indians, and has tranflated the gofpels and'
liturgy into that language.

The objeét of the Britifh nation, is to peo-
ple and cultivate this country, and to make
it as perfect a part of the empire as poffible.
Dreading revolutions, they are cautious in
receiving republicans from the States, and.
wifh to encourage hufbandmen and labourers
only.—Clergymen, lawyers, phyficians, and
fchool-mafters from the States, are not the
firft charatters who would be foftered. Ma-
ny congregations would have been formed,
and fchools opened, if the policy in this par-
ticular had been different.

- An extenfive field is opened for men ofi
letters in every profeflion.  Deftitute of col-
leges, academies and fchools, and confiding
in the qualifications of the clergy ordained by
the bifhops in the States, governor Simcoe
wifhed ro have introduced fuch, but an aét of
the Brifith parliament difconcerted his defign.
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When the bithops of Iingland were per-
mitted to confecrate bithops for the States,
a claufe was inferted, in the aét pafled by par-
liamene for the purpofe, that nothing thercin
eontained fhould enable fuch ¢ bifthops or
clergymen ordained by them, to exercife
their funions, within the limits of the na~
tion.”” This act was drawn by the arch- bithop:
of Canterbury, and has been obftinately ad-
hered to. -

While the States are open to the clergy-
from England, and fome fince th: peace and;
the above law, have been received into our:
parifhes ;. the clergy born and ordained in the:
States are cxcluded from. the parifhes in the:
provinces,.

Some of the latter, by reafon of our popu-
Jar ele@ions, have given way to thefe emi-
grants from Europe, to the diftrefs of thefe.
American clergvimen, and not for the greater

od of our flocks. By means of this, law,
”ﬁefc aew countries have been dettitutgfof
minifters, and lament their expofure to’the:
inroads of infidelity and enthufiafm.

Wife dignitaries and able ftatefmen on both:
fides of the Atlantic; chriftian- minifters-and:
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profeflors agree, that the law is illiberal, un--
chriftian and unequal. Much complaint and
clamour have arifen, but no remedy has been
. provided.—In the provinces, they fay that
cleigymen from Europe are not acquainted
fufficiently with the cuftom, manners, and’
habits of Americans, to ferve with them fuc—
cefsfully. In the States, it is agreed that this.
law, and our unreftrained mode of receiving
clergymen from the Britith nation, is not
confonant with the opinions of our country
as to aliens, and the practice of the Europe-
ans, in their re{peétive countries, who retain
all places of influence, honor, and profit in
the hands of. their own fons' and citizens,—
The unity of the chriftian church, in heart,
faith and devotion, is too far facrificed to State
policy and Ecclefiattical eftablifhments. - This
law has certainly defeated the extending of
~religion and learning in the provinces..

All the attornies in this province have not
been regularly bred to the profeflion. Many
are admitted to the bar, Lecauf> they have
been adherents to the government; and re-

ide in particular neighbourhoods, where a
practitioner is wanted. The order of attornies
15 not ppmerous in Canada. Men of diftin-
goithed talents ‘and acquirements are in the
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profefion, and juftice is well adminiftered.—
Controverfies among the Catholics, are gen-
erally adjufted by the clergy, and litigations
are not d‘cqucnt. Penfion, place, and favor
are referved for the Englith and Scotch ad-
venturers, and the fons of Oxford and Cam-
bridge.

A tafte for literature, and defire after men-
tal and other improvements is prevalent, and
fcience will extend its happy effects among
thefe new fettlements.

Mechanics of every kind are eftablifhed—
Ship builders and mill- wrights have produced
excellent fpecimens of their abilities. Moft
of the mills which are ere¢ted upon the larger
ftreams and mill feats, are the labors of inge-
nuity, and bring profit to the proprietars.

A water .voyage through thefe provinces.
from Kingfton to-Montreal is enchaating and
entertaining,—cheap and expeditious—while
much delay and many impediments, put the
patience to the proof, in attempts to pafs into
the country agasnft the ftream. -

New objeés prefent every moment to draw
the atteation: The river,—the broader wa-



graphs Collection

UPPER Axo LOWERCANADA. 1y

ters of the Lake of St. Francis,—the rapids
and iflands, are full-of novelty.

Among the firft which attra&t notice, isa
clufter called the Thoufand Iflands, where at
leaft that number are colleéted together, not far
from Lake Ontario, of various forms and
fizes. Sometimes they are exhibited in a
regular line, and then furround us, where to.
a ftranger, no certain outlet appears. Thefe
iflands are not inhabited except by birds and
wild animals. Fifh are taken in abundance
in moft of the northern waters.

The rapids at the outlet of the Lake of
8t. Francis,—below the cedars,—and at the
cafcade, are‘entertaining to the eye, but caufe
the-heart to tremble. Thefe ‘the Indians en-
counter without damage or much anxiety:
No adventure appears to be more hazardous;
but the fkillful Indian navigator conducted
us fafely through all. To the Catholic priefts
we were indebted, for recommending fuch
for boatmen, as were temperate and faithful,
Upon our parting with our atténdants, they
generally afked whether we were fatisfied,
and they had fulfilled their engagements ?—
This is a pratice among both French and
Indians, "and renders travelling more pleafant,
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where fuch perfons may be called to refpond
for infolence or dithonefty, and by habit are
teught to be decent and refpeétful to employ-
ers.—In no inftance did one of thofe who
efcorted us, offend by their negle&, indc-
lence, impertinent language, or intoxication :
And on our return, we were frequently afked,
whether our-attendants had done their duty.
All travellers would with that a fimilar care
was univerfal,

The mutual attachment of the clergy, and
their Indian parifhioners to each other, ap-
pears to be the refult of thofe reciprocal good
offices, which bind generous fouls together,
and of that particular attention which is paid
to the natives. Inftances of this kind are
often repeated.—A prieft, who had lived a
long time among the Indians, was about to
be removed to another curc—Intelligence
cf this reached the Indians, who fent an aged
chief to him as a meflenger. Having deliv-
ered his errand, and ufed many arguments to
diffuade him from removing; he afked for
an ancient, valvable belt, which had been
-depofited with the pricft for fafe cuftody, and
was the teftimonial of an alliance between the
natives and the adminiftration of that time:
Whena the belc was delivered, the chief ex-
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amining and recognizing it, fpread it around
the feet of the prieft, and atked him whether'
he could 'walk away. from the afféction and’
bonds of wriion which'that belt remifded him’
of ? The belt was reftored to its cabinet, the
prieft remained, and the Indians werk fatisfied.

Tn the church at' Kingftor wé fAw ati Ih=
»dian woman, who fat in an honorable place
amiong the BEnglifh, She appeared very de-
vout duting divine fervice; and very atten-
tive tothe Termion. She was the reliét of the
late Sir Willial' Johnfton; fuperihténdant’ of
‘Indian affairs, in the then province of’ New-
York, and mother of feveral childrén’by him,
‘who are married to Englithmien, -and provid-
‘éd for by the crown. She is thé fifter to'the
celebrated Col. Brant, and has always beéen a
faichful and ufefit friend in Indian' affaits;
whilé the refided in" Johnfton hall; and fince
fier removal to Uppeér Canada.

‘When Indian embafies arrived, fhe was
fent for, dined at governor Simcoe’s and was
treated with refpeét by himfelf, hislady, and
family. When treaties or purchafes were
about to be' made at Johnfton hall, fhe has
‘often perfuaded the obftinate chiefs into a

F
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compliance with the propofals for peace, ot
fale of lands. 'She retains the habit of her
country women, and is a Proteftant.—During
the lifc of Sir William, fhe was attended with
fplendor and refpe@, and fince the war, re-
cieves a penfion and compenfation for loffes,
far herfelf and her children.

Soon after the arrival of the Proteftant
bifhop, he vifited the diocefe, and on his
way accidentally paffed a party of Indians,
who recognized their former miflionary, the
prefent minifter of Kingfton, in company
with the bifhop, and followed them to the
inn where they halted. The bifhop’s atten-
tion was drawn to the affectionate meeting
of the Indians, and their old friend. This
led the Indians to afk, who the bifhop was?
Being informed, that he was the fpiritual
guide, who was fent by the Great Father
acrofs the water to preach the gofpel, and
regulate the concerns of religion, they foli-
cited the privilege of making a fpeech to him,
which was done accordingly through-the in-
terpreter, in which they exprefled their joy
and gratitude to God, and their earthly guides
who led him to this undertaking. The bifhop
in return, addreffed them, and agreeable im-
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preflions were made on all fides, by fo fud-
den and unexpected an interview. '

The clergy of Montreal are proprietors of
an eflate, near the Algonquin and Iroquois
towns, and maintain the incumbent, whom
we found to be a fenfible, polite, affable and
hofpitable man. His afliftant was'an accom-
plithed young Ecclefiaftic, who had efcaped
from France fince the prefent wars, and was
one of the priefts in'Lyons. He retreated
by the way of Geneva into England, and
fince his arrival in Canada, has devoted him-
felf as a miflionary to the fervice of the In-
dians: He has learned their langnage, and.
‘conftantly attends the duties 'of his tuntion
with great pun¢tuality. Gratitude to his Al-
mighty deliverer appearsto have dictated this -
meafure: He was a youth of good talents'and
education, adorned with many elegant en-
dowments, acquired amongit: the literati of
of a polifhed city, in a once civilized coyn-
try. His parents were caft into prifon, and
probably fell a facrifice to Jacobinifm and
Roberfpiere. ’ '

~ The clergy of the church of Rome,. are:
early infpired with an ardent defire to be fent
en, diftant miffions, and to propagate the:
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gofpel in every part of the world. They fa-
crifice eafe and affluence for thofe employ-
ments, with great zeal and alacrity. From
hence it is, that they have planted chriftiani-
ty, in the moft diftant parts of the globe..
From their confequent fuccelsfyl-labors, and.
greater experience,. they are in due time, ad-
vanced to the ftation of ﬂiﬂmgs and fuperiors..

They arge appointed to. their variaps err-
ands by the bithop of the diocefé, and re-.
mayed at his difcrecion, and upon the deceafe-
of a parifh prieft, another ‘is immediately.
placed in-the cure. If his adminiftration is.
not acceptable, he is made the rmnifter of
fome other place.

Difcords {eldom break out with virdence:
between the clergy and their parithioners,
and great reverence is paid to the pricf’choo;i,
as an office of divine appointment. Aaron.
when confecrated wo the priefthood in the
church of }rea), was not more revered, than
the Catholic priefts are in all public per-
formances.

Their robes are made in imitatian of thofe-
ufed by the Jewith prieits, and in commem-
oration of the garments wom. by the Saviou
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of men. Different prayers are conneted
with thefe veftments, and ufed at'the time of-
putting them on or taking themoff.-. =

So minutely are thefe devotions; and -the
inftru&tion or moral conpected with them at-
tended to, that the glove or flipper, ufed at a
bithop’s confecration, are not-put on, without
praying, that the perfon about to be elevated,
may-be bleffed, as Jacob was bleffed by his fa-
ther, when he put on the hairy gloves, and that
his feet may be fhod with the preparation 6f.

the gofpel of peace.. ‘

Politenefs, prudence, liberality, and dif-
eretion lead the clergy of Canada, not to in-
troduce the fubjeét of religion precipitately,
‘before men of other perfuafions. They enter
~upon fuch themes with caution and gravity,
Carefully abftaining from them in public
Places, which are.not devoted to religion.

Inftances are often repeated of their refpect
to the Britith government: When. Prince”
William Henry, was publicly recéived in
Montreal, many of the clergy of the churéh
of Raome were prefent, .and:paid him the ref-
Pe& of kneeling according to the ancieng

F2 |
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cuftoms of Eurggc. The-prince, however,,
politely requefted them to difpenfe with thag
ceremony, and was obeyed..

"The Protéftant bithop, Dodor Mountain,
arrived with the title given him in Englind.
of bithop of Quebec. I'his was the title alfo
of the fuperior in the Catholic church, who-
immediately direéted his clergy to addrefs.
him in fusure, ‘by. his furname.. Such cordi--
ality is obferved, that.when the late fuperin-.
tending bithop of the provinces (bithop Ia-.
glis) vifited Canada, he called upon the Ca-
tholic clergy, and was received by them with.
great refpe@:  Upon leaving the province,
he lamented the defolate ftate of the Englith.
church, and in a farewell fermon preached in;
Quebec, caufed the governer-general to wipe.
the tear. from.his eye..

The feafts, falts, and different ceremonies:
and proceffions of the Catholic church are yet:
obferved ;. except, that by a late ordinance,
‘the people are not compelled to attend all:
thofe which: are appointed in the callender..
“This difpenfation: was obtained, through the:
influence of the Englith and Proteftant party ;-
but it has not prevented the accoftomed ob-.
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fervance of thofe feafons.on the part of the:

yBCO!'ﬂE.‘..

The féRtival of ‘Corpus Chrifti, in comme-.-
moration of the inttitution .of  the facrament :
of the Lord’s-Supper,. is.abferved as an high.
day in-mid-fummer,. and:a fermon is preach-
-¢d on tranfubffantiation:.. The great dignity -
of the holy Excharift,, which is. daily. cel i
brated, led the Catholic chureh to fet apait;,
one-day in the year,, in which the prayers;;
felefted fcriptures, and fermons dire& theé
attention more particularly. to. that ordinance, .
—They are not filent on the. theme. at other -
times.  On that day;, the ftreets are adorned
+'with branches from the trees, and proceffions .

pafs from the churches.. The prietts appear:
-alfo in their. molt,fg_lend_id robes. .

A Fcntléman in Quebec; being in-compas-
~ny with the late. worthy Chief Juftice 8muth,,
“who was born and edpcated in. New-Yark,
. and lived-and died 3 Prefbyterian, called thefe
i proceflions ¢ fooleries.””” 'The Chief Juftice

with his accuftomed mildnefs.and goed fenfe, |
requefted the gentleman to recolle@ what he
had faid,. 3nd-to confider.when. thefe things
‘galled ¢ fooleries’ were adopted, and what was
their defign. That they originated at a time
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when chriftians lived among: heathens; whofe -
falfe worfhip was full of oftentation and fplen-

dor; that the chriftian proceffions were ex=

hited in fuperior magnificence, and that fome-
duty of piety and morality,. or fome import-

ant fa& in the gofpel hiftory and the life of
our Lord, was commemorated in every part,.
that our candor and moderation, were there-

fore to be exhibited, when we commence\ci‘e
upon the ufages of the Chatholic church. The-
Chief Juftice at the fame time, ufed the moft:
refpe@ful language concerning the wifdom and
piety of the Englith church, and extolled the

moderation-and candor. of the prefent bench.
of bithops in England, Whatever fpecimens

of bigotry, his hiﬁo;y of New-York, and:
ather writings' might formerly be fuppofed to
exhibit, his demeanor in’Canada, appears to

have been that of a friend to univerfal tolera-

tion, liberty, and forbearance, among pro-

feffors of every kind.. Had he lived to have
infpeced his hikory of New-York, it would-
not have appeared in its prefentform. Cer-

tain things there récorded have been invefti-

gated, and ought to be corretted, becaufe

they are contraty to known faéls.

The houfes of Canada, are well calculated:
for the purpofes of all feafons.. Thofe of the
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rich ‘have generally an half ftory beneath:the
furface of the earth, a fecond ftory is of a,
good height, and a third is formed in the-
toof, ‘which is fteep, that the fnow may not.
remain long upon it. This middie ftory is
divided intp three large rooms in front, and
three fmaller, with a ‘kitchen jn the rear.

Twa ftoves and the kitchen fire warm thefe.
apartments ip fuch a manner, ‘that the inner -
doors are open might and day, during the
coldeft weather. A large ftove is ulually,
placed in the center of qne of thefe rooms, .
which is at the entrance and end. "~ ‘This fove .

1ards the other parts of the houfe from the
mntrufigns of froff. The walls of the houfes
are thick, as ftope and lime are plenty.

“Phe windows are clofed by foldting fathes,
bung upon hinges, which open the whote in
cafe of neceflity, in fummer.,

The art of improving the benefits of the
hear, communicated by the ftoves, confifts
chiefly, in making the pipes-very large, of a
diameter of feven 3nd eight inches. In the
court-houfe of Quebec, a ftove is Fxed with
three perpendicular pipes, which communi.
tate with cach other :—Afeer the (moke has.
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paffed through thefe, it is conveyed acrofs the
hall. Fires have fo frequently taken place,
that a law now prevents the pipes from being
conveyed out of the houfes, except through
a chimney. , ) ’

Stoves are never ufed in the Catholic
churches, and a portable wood or tin ftove
is feldom feen.. The Englith congregations.
in Quebec, Montreal, William Henry, Three
Rivers, and Kinglton, have ftoves in their
chapels.

~ Proteftant zeal, is perhaps not more cold,
than Catholic; but, after the celebration of
Mafs, Catholics may retire and not wait for
the fermon. Proteftants who are fuch advo-
catgs for preaching, as to give up praying in
public, rather than part with the fermon,
cannot eadure the cold until the whole is
ended, and therefore, provide for the warm-
ing of their churches. But another reafon
is, that ftoves would deface the paintings and
ornamgnts of the church, and expofe thefe
coitly edifices to be deftroyed by fire.

The ;mild and affable adminiftration of
Lord Dorchefter made him very dear to the
people of Canada, and they take pleafure ig
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repeating: anecdotes of his agreeable inter-
courfe with all orders. The head of the Re-
«colletts; was a gentleman far advanced in
years. He retained great vivacity and a
fprightly humour and fancy, which rendered
his company very acceptable.in all circles.—
The:fevere weathér increafling at the begin-
ning of winter; Lord Dorchefter informed this
father, who had the diretion of the church
in which the Englith congregation affembled,
that it was time to place the ftove inthe
chapel, as Lady Dorchefter had complained,
that the cold was difagreeble on the preceding
Sunday. " I hoped, .my Lord, replied the
father, that her ladyfhip’s devotions, would
dave kept her warm this winter. '

The common. vehicle for conve'ying_,gaf-
“fengers in winter, is called a cariole, and is
conftru&ted in a commodious form——It imi-
tates a c¢hair'or chaife without a top, and is
Tiot unlike a calefche or fummer vehicle. The
dled or runners whick fupport the cariole,
are made of .plank, and elevate the machine
abont eight inches.  In front is a feat for-the
diiver, and the whole is defended by a work,
which rifes as a guard againft the fnow, which
15 colle@ed by the machine, and impedes the
progréfs of the horfe.  Another ufe of ‘this.
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invention is, to enable the driver more rea-
dily to raife the cariole over fuch obftrutions.
“This form adapes it for making new roads in’
‘fnow over ‘which it flides, leaving a finooth
track, while ‘the fnowiis made more compaét.
An inconvenienee foon takes place in roads,
‘which are conftantly ufed. The fiow col-
le&ing in front; and the machine being lifted
over it, by the driver or the ftrength ‘of the
‘horfe, it foon intimates waves, and the mo-
tion becomes very unecafy.

Attempts-have been made to lead the pei-
fantry, to adopt fome improvemént in their
«erinles, in order to.rémedy' this, but with-
-out fuccefs.

‘Carioles uled by gentlemen of fortune, are
«conflru¢ted and" decorated at confiderible
expence. They are light, airy, and elegant.
The fur blankets ufed in them, asrd the fur
‘which is worn by the proprictors; exhibit
great tafte and wealch.

‘The horfes are not harefled by the fide of
each other, but draw in aline. This creatés
an impediment to -thofe, who pafs to and
from the States, and Canada in winter. The
roads of neither are adapted to the vehicles
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ufed and the mode, in which horfes draw
them, in the other.

A luxury is enjoyed very generally in ice,
during the fummer, which is eafily preferved
in houfes of a very fimple conftruction. Thefe
are fmall cellars, about twelve feet fquare,
formed in gardens, or on.the north fide of
their houfes. They are fecured by hewn
timber inftead of ftone, and covered wita
plank or flabs, which are fupported by apole
which refts on two ftandards. Upon thefe
planks, earth is caft, and the whole covered
with green fods. Small buthes, fuch as the
rofe and goofe-berry, are fet in this layer of
cearth, and trees are planted around the whole
to increafe the fhade. The ice is taken in
winter from the lakes and rivers, and caft
into thefe houfes, where it is broken into as
{mall pieces as poffible, and water poured in,
which is congealed by the froft, and forms a
folid mafs. \

To Proteftants the peculiarities of the.
Catholic -religion affords much amufement,
Burials are attended in the churches with
great pomp. During the celebration of the

G
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religious offices, the corpfe is placed upon a
ftage, which is afcended by fteps -and fur-
rounded by candles. Thefe ftages are painted
black, and adorned with reprefentations of
fculls and bones. Aromatic gums are burned
in cenfers in honor of the dead, and to pre-
wvent infe@ion or offence from putridity.

" Ctoffes ftand in the burial places as well
@sin the roads. Indeed theyare feen in every
dire@ion through ‘the country in places of
fepulture : Where cafualties, difafters, or de-
liverences have taken place, thefe are fized
as monuments. They gererally call the mind
to devout ejaculations. In the grave yard,
in Montreal; are feveral marble monum¢nts,
made with urns ftanding upon pedeftals, and
furrounded ‘by iron rails.

The monuments of religion reared for the
dead - are decent, but thofe for the benéfit of
the living, muft engrofs the unavoidable at-
~tention of travellers. Such have been already
frentioned, in the defcription of the churches,
colléges and monafteries. The uncommon
privilege we 'were indulged with, in vifiting
three nunneries, will‘afford an opportunity to
gratify the curiofity of fuch, as have not tra-
velled into Catholic countries.
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Admittance into thefe is gained- with great
difficulty, only by the permit of the fuperior
of the church, or his vicar in the neighbour- -
hood. Great neatnefs, order, convenience,
and induftry are exhibited in all of them.——
The apartments are well finithed and furnith-
ed, and the walls are decorated with paintings:
and pictures, drawn from hiftoric events re-
corded in facred fcripture. Portraits of the.
foundreffes of the nunneries, and of the moft
pious nuns, who have died in thefe inftitu-
tions, are feen in their parlours ;—carvings:
of the crucifixion, as large as life,. are alfo:
frequent. ’

The cells of the nuns are fmall chambers,.
about twelve feet fquare, containing a bed for
a fingle perfon, a bureau for clothiag, a defk

~where devotions are attended, and two- chairs..
"A number of thefe chambers, with a window
in each, and furnifhed in the fame manner,
oecupy the center of the buildings.

The habit of the Urfalines is black, and that-
of the order of St. Jofeph is white.. They
are uniform in fathion and quality, and 4re
not expenfive, while no emulation in drefs.
can take place.. The veil is black gauze,.
and is placed before the face in.their devo-
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tiors, in imitation of the angels. The nuns.
cat at one common table, and during their
meals, a totil filence is.obferved, while they
attend: to one who reads aloud from a fmall
pulpit, builc for the purpofe. The Lady
Abbels inftructs them in their religious duties
every morning, and this employment, w}i\tlr
their.devortions, takes up an hour. She has
an affiftant, who prefides in her abfence, and:
a {eparate defk or pew. is built for them, which:
is decorated with many ingenious carvings and.
reprefentations of "angels.  Hofpitak rooms.
are alfo devoted to the fole ufes of the fick
nuns, that they may be attended more con-
veniently, and their manfion be preferved
from infe&ious-diforders. Perfons of confi-
derable diftinction are raken to the nunneries,
when fick, and the late bithop died in. one
in Quebec. In that within the city, we faw
a-citizen of Vermont, who was wounded, as-
he was conveying a raft down the river St.
Laurence. No patient need be better at-
tended by the phyficians or nuns; and this
was done.gratis.

A gravity or fedatenefs, marks. the coun-
tenances of the nuns, which fome have con-
ftrued into the gloom of difcontent. It ap-
pears to be no more, than the effect of a con-
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ftant referve, which is obfervable, among
many other {ets of chriftians, increafed by
the fingular-dreds of the head, which covers
the forehead,. and conceals part.of the face.
They appeared fufficiently cheerful, and ex-
prefled the moft perfeét attachment to their
mode of living and retirement.  One of thera
obferved, that twenty years was, but as one
day, fo pleafantly did time pafs with"them.
—She was born and educated in Bofton, .in-
Maffachufetts. . : :

"

After fo circumftantial a detail of the ftate -
of thefe countries, and its religions and po-
hcy, it may not-be-amifs to remark; that it :
cannot be furprifing, that: the natives whe .
receive the benefit-of thefe regulations, .who
are conftanfly -amongft ‘them, and are early
taught their nature and defign, thould be
converts to chriftianity, and live in peace and ¥
friendfhip, with the dependants from the Eus
ropeans. . '

The Indians are numerous in the trading
towns, after the feafon of hunting—and in ev= -
ery place are fcrupuloufly obfervant of all the
rites of the church. Several circumitances .
confpire to produce this effe€t,—fuch ag:

G2.
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1£. Their marriages, which were encour-
aged, and took place between the natives and
original French fettlers. Thefe contracts
are folemnized in the churches.

' 2d. The reftraint caufed by confeffion, ex-
perience has proved, that this cuftom de-
tets crimes committed againft each other.
The miffionaries lead the offending party to
make reftitution to the injured. In this way,
they are protected in their property and per-
fons, from the fuperior power and art of Eu-
ropeans.

34. The benevolent fervices of the priefts
and nuns, who have taught the young fava-
ges the principles and rituals of religion, very
carly in life. Thefe chaunt and refpond the
fervice, and obferve the ceremonies of bow-
ing, kneeling, and croffing themfelves, with
great punctuality.

4¢b. The frequent and fplendid proceffions,
decorated temples and reprefentations to the
eye, by paintings and carvings. Thefe fav-
ages, habituated to the ufe of hieroglyphics,
are thus in a degree, compenfated for the
want of 2 knowledge of letters, and the art
of printing. The hiftoric fcripture paintings
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in the Indian chapels, are excellent perform-
ances, and make f{erious impreflions, upon a
people averfe to ftudy.

Religion appears to have been an object of
the chief care of the firft and fucceeding inha-
bitants. Early refervations and purchafes of
lands were devoted to the purpofes of piety
forever, and to fecure fo defirable an objedt,
the clergy and miffionaries endured many
hardfhips, and fubmitied to the pains of po-
verty, while the lands were uncultivated.—
They devoted their labours and incomes to
the erecting of churches and colleges very
early. Veftiges of their economy and good
management are conftant. - The {elf denials,
pious benefations, and fuccefsful exertions
of the Catholic clergy to provide for the fer-
vice of God, and the fupport of chriftianity,
exceed every Proteftant country in any other
northern ftate, colony, or province, in North
America. ' ‘

The prefent government has alfo in all their
locations of lands, referved a due porportion
for pious ufes. As few oppreflions and cla-
mours exift in fupporting religion, as pofiible,
confiftent with the prefent ftate of human af-
fairs in both the provinces,
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The furface of thefe provincesis flat; and’
the foil good, being well wooded, and fur-
nithed with many ftreams,  rivers, and lakes..

The river St. Laurence, cannot be exceed-
ed in the endlefs variety of objeéts, which’
are conneéted with it. It begins at-the outlet
of the Lake Ontario, feven hundred niiles
from the fea; and is navigable for large vef-
fels as far as Montreal, which is five hundred”
miles from the mouth, where it is ninety miles:
wide.. The tide lowsas far as Three Rivers, .
eighty miles from Quebec. In its courfe, it
forms an endle{s variety of bays, iflands;, and'i
harbors.. )

A general fertility prevails onits fHores, as:
we -advance into the country. It is evident
that many of the iflands, have been formed’
In the revolutions of the feafons, by the al-
tered courfes of the river, by the lodging of
floating trees and fediment, which have col:*
leted together during the floods. The bed .
of the river ‘is leéft'dry,; in many places be-
low Quebec. Its bottom is chiefly’compofed
of flat rocks in fuch places, and pilots are
obliged very carefully-to keep the changel. .
The conftane current-has worn away the bot---
tom and thores fo far, that the water has fub:y
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fided below its ancient high water mark, and
the lower town of Quebec, is faid to, be buile
uion a bank, which wds regularly overflown,.
when the country was firft difcovered by the.
Euiopeans..

The pencil only, can give a ftranger any jufk
idea, of the entertaining water fcenes at the
rapide. The principal, are thofe of Richlieu,
Montreal, La Chine, the Cafcade, Cedars,
Coto-du-Lac, and thofe above Cornwall, in-
Upper Canada,

The Richlieu rapids, are paffed without
much difficulty. Thofe at Montreal, prevent.
all further progrefs in large veflels. The
thore is fo bold and perpendicular at this city,
that. veffels are loaded and unloaded: along
their fides, and wharves and piers are not-
wanted. ‘The current, however, and contra-:
ry winds, make it neceffary to warp veflels,
with the help of men, to thefe ftations,

At the Cafcade, is a-rapid which is dan-.
gereus, and a great natural curiofity. We
pafled it-with two Indians, in.a birch canoe,
upon- the ridge of the wave made by. the, cur-
rent, when the {malleft error on the part-of*
our boat-men would have plunged us into a



82 a TOUR THROUGH

whirlpool fome feet below us. Adwvancing
near this place, the Indian in the ftern with
a fmile, pointing to the fhore, exprefled
that he withed we were on it—The fmile
was returned to animate him: He gave the
fign, that no motion of the body muft take
lace. Laying afide his hat, and crofling
rimfelf, he fpoke to his companion: in the
bow; both redoubled their exertions, and in
a moment we paffed all danger, and found
ourfelves gliding down with the current.—
Curiofity led us to land and view the dan-
gerous place, where we had paffed unhurt.

Part of the Britih. army perifhed at this
place, by following the pilot’s boat in front,
which from his fkill went fafe, where wind,
eompafs, and deep water, are not all the re-
quifites for fuccefsful mavigation. A lock
and canal convey boats now, without ri{quing
the dangers of the rapids.

The Ifles of Montreal and Orleans, are the
moft noted. The firft has been diferibed,
and is made remarkable, by its mountain,
which in Englifh, is the Royal Mountain.
The fecond is near Quebec:—It contains fe-
veral villages, and is under high cultivation..



Central Library of Rochester and M

oe County « Historic Monographs Collection

UPPER anp LOWER CANADA. 83

The meadows and low lands, near the river
and lake, yield good crops of grafs.

The rivers which ‘unite with the St. Lau-
rence, are the Ofwagdtchie, Ottawas, ‘Sorel,
L’ Affumption, St. Francois, and Three Ri-
vers. The firft fetrlements were formed upon
the ‘banks of the river and lakes, for the con-
venience of water. Few farms in the lower
province are cleared at any confiderable dif-
tance from thefe waters. Many mill feats
are upon thefe ftreams, and wind- mills are
frequent near the fhores where the waters are
{mooth. .

The vegetation is rapid, and the fummer
feafon fhort. The ice melts gradually by the
influence of the ‘warmer waters from the
fouthwet. In winter it is fometimes fud-
denly broken in fome places for a few days,
and floating and crouding together by the
force of the current, and tlie confinement of
a narrower part of the river below, it is con-
gealed together: One of thefe colle&ions of
ice, is formed oppofite Montreal, and‘a road
is cut through it with axes, before a paffage
can be obtained to the fouth fhore. A

Bufinefs is conducted with facility, asre-
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gular pofts pafs into Canada, from the States,
and through the provinces, as far as Halifax.

Newfpapers are printed at Quebet, Mont-
real, and Newark, in Upper Canada. They
are carefully guarded againft every thing that
may excite dilcontents among the inhabitants,
or encourage affaults uponreligionand govern-
ment. Books are feldom printed, as the
communication with England is conftant, and
all literary productions are obtained early, at
a moderate price. No paper-mill has been
crected, and that article is imported from
abroad.

"The climate is more congenial to commerce
and agriculture, than is generally imagined.
Acceflible to the ocean, and vefiels of heavy
burden coming up the St. Laurence, as far
as Montreal, great amends are made to thofe,
who do not refide on the borders of the fea.
It is evident to every honeft man, that it muft
be the with of the people of the provinces,
to be at peace with the people of the States.
No fubftantial good could be gained, but
‘much might be loft by the conteft. No ad-
vantages could be derived to the States, as a
government, by a war with Canada. Indi-
viduals actuated by a thirft for fpoil, and by
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a'love of diforder, have fought to embroil
both,- but hitherto without fuccefs. It is 2
well known fa&, and openly confeffed, that
the Biitith nation does not derive a revenue
from thofe provinces, which is equal to the
{um, expeéted by the crown in protetting,
governing, and providing for its adherents.

When the Governor General’s fpeech to the
Indians appeared, by which they were in dan-
ger of being inftigated to war, the wife and
good were pained. "When the proclamation
of neutrality was feén, under the fignature of
Prefident Wathington, an univerfal joy was
circulated—Similar fenfations were exhibited,
when the treaty of peace was ratified. While
thefe events took place, agents from. the
Prench republic, were altively exciting the

people to infurretions, and the laws of the

province were violated by fmugglers. A late
trial has illucidated faéts, which were wéll

known before. Men from the States, who-

had been received into the provinces as fub-
jedts, permitted to eftablith themfelves in
bufinefs, to repair their fortunes, and obtain
credit, were too active in attempts to deftroy
the government, to plunder public ftores,
and make fpoil of-the treafuires of the Catho-
lic church. H

L.
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Publications had been iffued through the
news- papers, in Philadelphia, to found the
public opinion, as to a war with Canada.—
Every mifreprefentation, as ta the ftate of
the popular opinion was fought for, and great
encouragement was given by many in the

#

States, to fuch as were {olicitous for convul-

~ fions. At this time, the people of Canada,
were not projeting trouble for the States,
but as far as pofiible, encouraging a friendly
intercourfe, and reciprocal good offices.

- The Catholic rcligion had been affaulted,

and treafures devoted to pious ufes were feized

upon in France :— Armies, and the leaders in:

the new government, were dividing the pro-

perty of temples, religious houfes, and afyl-
ums for poverty and difeafe, and for the

N

young and defencelefs. -

Reformation was the pretext: This flame

was begun in a great degree in the States,

and afew were ready to give it free courfe in

the provinces. The clergy from France at-

this time took great pains with the Canadi-
ans, to lead them to fubordination to go-

vernment, and to preferve themfelves from
‘maffacres and deftruftion.- They -faw that

the, Catholics were profcribed, and that the
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property devoted to religious ufes was dooin-

ed to {poliation. Hiftory can fcarcely afford

a more diabolical defign.—Religion is pro-

teCted by government, in the fame manner,

as in the States. The people are fatisfed

with their religion :—It preferves order, and

no fubftitute was offered; we had noright to

impofe another upon them. The revenues
of the clergy were not exceflive, and they

were benefaltors to their flocks,—had pa-

tiently endured poverty and hardfhips, until

the lands were brought to their prefent ftate

of cultivation. "They prote¢t their aged pa-

rents and other relations, maintain great hof-

pitality, and are the patrons of the people.

Such is their duty and intereft. So import-

ant have the parith priefts been, (and few
others ‘are now in Canada) in the efteem of
the Britith government, ‘that great tender-
nefs and refpect have always been paid to
them. It is an incontrovertible fact, that
thofe perfons in the States, who wilhed to

pillage the clergy of Canada, have to the

utmoft of their power, injured th= order of

clergy in their own neighbourhoods. They

do not fupport chriftianity, but are among

its inveterate foes.

The rancour againft the Catholics is moft
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fevere in thofe States, where they have few
or no Proteftant minifters.—-The people of
the States are divided into partics about reli-
gion, and are not at unity among themfelves
—Union, order, harmony, and profperity,
univerfally extend among the Catholics, in
Canada.

It is well known, that the principles of li-
berty and law, which give dignity and hap-
pinefs to the States, are derived from the
maxims adopted in the government of Eng-
land. Thefe principles muft extend through
the provinces. Legiflatures ele¢ted by the
the people, and trials by jury, put new pow-
ers into the hands ot the Canadians. Civil
courts are regularly and frequently holden,—
no taxes are levied, and no extortions made.

Madnefs, avarice, bigotry, and intolerance
alone, could with to carry war into Canada,
Commerce and colonization, under the ban-
ners of peace, will give happinefs, wealth, and
profperity, to every part of North-America.
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INTRODUCTION.

THE valuable information contained in

"7 the following Letter, and the very refpecta-

ble charatter of the Author, lead the writer

of the Tour, to fubjoin this alfo, that the’

~ Volume may be more ufeful to the public.
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New-Yorx, 20th Nov. 1794.
MY DEAR FRIEND,

K« FNCE I had the pleafure of writing
§ S § to you from this city, in which I
¥ gave you a particular defcription of
the lands in this State, and in the State of
Pennfylvania, together. with the mode of fet-
tlement, and the manner in which they are
to be purchafed, I have made a tour through
the province of Upper Canada, and fhall en-
deavour to give you a particular and impartial
account of that country, {o far as I have tra-
velled through it, with its laws, government,
and commercial advantages. In my letter
from Albany, I mentioned that I went to tha
» city by water, from thence I proceeded to
Scheneéady, fifteen miles, by ftage. Sche-
ne@ady is a handfomely fituaged little town,
on the banks of the Mohawk river, inhabited -
moftly by Low-Dutch ; but from the appear-
ance of ‘the place, one would imagine it a
deferted village, the houfes peing gencrally

1= 611638
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old; finall, und"moftly thut up, but furround-
ed- b¥ he fiact Aus of intzrvale land you
can pofily iniging, which continue to the
fource of that river. The defolate appear-
anze of this town was accounted for to me,
by the current of Indian trade turning down
the river St. Laurence, fince the revolution.
It has, however, the profpeét of becoming a
flourifhing place, ere long, by the vaft in-
creafe of the fettlements to the weft of it, the
produce of which muft centre therc.——At
this place I took an open boat, navigated by
three men, in which 1 pafied to Lake Ontario,
without any other interruption than two thort
‘portages, one at the little falls of half a mile,
round which they are now cutting a canal;
the other of one mile, at Fort Stanwix, about
one hundred miles weft of Schenectady; at
which jplace, we leave the Mohawk river,
and defcend the current to Ofwego, one hun-
dred miles'more to the weft, where the Bri-
tith hold a poft at the entrance of Lake Onta-
rio, commanded by a captajn, from whom I
‘received every mark of civility and attention.
A cuftom-houfe officer is alfo ftationed there,
to prevent an illicit trade being carried on
between the United States and the Britith
colonies. No merchandize in, nor furs aut,
are permited to pafs this poft, without a pafi-
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port from the governor of Upper Canada;
but fettlers moving into that province to re--
fide, are permitted indifcriminately to pafs
wich all utenfils of hufbandry, houfehold fur-
niture, and ftores for their own confumption.
The high prices which hatters’ fur at
prefent command in the United States, is the
only inducement I conceive for fmuggling paft
that poft; for except a few articles imported
from the Eaft-Indies, I found the retail thops
at Kingfton and Niagara, felling as low, and
many articles, particularly woolens, lower
than in the city of Philadelphia.*

From Ofwego, veffels fail to Niagara,
Kingfton, 'and any other pert on the Lake;
but fettlers more frequently continue along
the fouth thore of the Lake to Niagara, .about
one hundred miles, in the fame open boats
which bring them hither, as they are generally
manned by themfelves. But finding a veflel
here ready to fail for Kingfton, I difmiffed
my boatmen, and embarked in her for that
place, about twelve hours fail.

Kingfien is a new, but growing town, ft-

* This was wriften previous to the late Treaty.



Central Library of Rochester a

¢6 ALETTER.

uate on the north-ealt corner of Lake Onta-
rio, where that Lake empties itfelf, and forms
the river St. Laurence, the banks of which
are thick fettled down to Lake St. Francois,
where the provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada are divided, This river is navigable
for veflels of one hundred tons, and upwards,
~ roOfwegatche, feventy miles below Kingfton ;
but vefiels feldom. go down tte river, as the
fort which is at Kingfton, ferves as.a depofit
for all the public ftores, provifion, and mer-
chandize for the upper pofts.

The land immediately about Kingfton, is
«cevered by valuable quarries of lifne-ftone,
and thro’ ail the fettlements round it are plen-
ty of thin valoable ftones, which are confid-
«red by the inhabitants rather as an acquifition
than detriment to- their plantations. The
moft fourithing part of this fettlement is
round the Bay of Kenty, the foil of whichuis'
‘vich, eafy worked, and produces from one
to three crops, without any other cultivation’
than what is done by the iron tooth harrow,_
and yields from twenty to thirty bufhels of
wheat to the acre ;—thofe lards are fome-
what heavy timbered, having vaft quantities
of the fugar maple, hickory and bafs wood,
and in fome places, white pines of & furprif-
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ing height ; but where the latter ‘grows, the
land is more fandy, and although it is warm,
fweet land, it is not {o ft ny as the maple or
oak land. This Bay 's 70 miles in length,
beginning about twenty miles feuthweft from
Kingfton, leaving a neck of land from two
to twelve miles wide, between it and the
Lake, all of which is fettled, and round the
- whole Bay fo thick fettled, that their im-
- ‘provements .already meet, and form the ap-
pearance of a beautiful old fettled country.
This Bay and the creeks emptying into it,
abound in great quantities of wild fowl, and
fith of various kinds.

From Kin%ﬁon I'proceeded to Niagara, in

a fchooner of upwards of one hundred tons
‘burthen acrofs this little fea of freth water;
a fea’it may juftly be called, for we were'a
great part of the time for three days out of
‘fight of the land; though paffages have been
made in twenty hours; we enter the Niagara
river between the fort and the town called
Newark, with a beautiful profpe& of both,

" The fort ftands in a commanding fituation,
on a point formed by the junction of 'the
river and fake, upon the eaft fide of the river,
and is a regular fortification, in good tepaizy:’
and well garrifoned, I
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The mouth of thistiver, affords a fafe and-
copious harbor, fufficiently large for half the
Bricith navy.

"The town of Newark is fiuate in lat. 43
north, on the welt banks of the river, ex-
tending along the Lake about a mile; enjoy-
ing in the fummer, the freth b‘reezcsAerom
this little fea, in almoft every. direltion, plen-
tifully fupplied with fifh at all feafons of .the
year. In the winter here are caught by feines,
quantities of white fith, which feem to be
peculiar to that river; they are generally ffom
two to fix pounds weight, and.are confider-
ed the belt fith in the lakes; befides, there
are fturgeon, bafs, and many other excellent
fith, in great plenty; falmon are takenin all
the creeks round the Lake; :thefe varieties
of fith are not only eftecemed a luxury; but a
great affiftance to new beginners in fupporting
their families, many laying in 2 half a dozen
barrels or more for their winters’ ufe.

_The land about the town of Newark for
many miles, though not fo good as the land
further Back, is well inhabited each way up-
wards of fifty miles around. What gave
me:a more particular knowledge of this fet-
tlement was,beingintimate with the-Surveyor-
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General, a gentleman of liberal education,.
good information, and indefatigable in the
duties of his office,. by which- means, he has
colleted notes, from the different field-books
of his. deputies, of the foil, timber, and
ftreams, of all that country; and in fuch
parts as I went over, I found his notes very
correct, and by no means exaggerated. " In
many places there is little more for the far-
mer to do, than cut a fufficiency of timber to
fence his fields, girdle or ring the remainder,
and put.in the harrow,. for in few places only
is it neceflary to, make ufe of the plough, till
the fecond or third crop; there being little or
aa under bruth ; yet in many places,.there is
beautiful white pine, oak, and black-walnut
timber ; fugar-wood which is alfo found here
-n great plenty, mixed with beach, hickory,
and bafs waood,

At Newark refides the Governor, whofe-
charater is well known in England, and is
defervedly held here -in high eftimation,—
Here are alfo moft of the principle officers of
government, ‘befides' many, other gentlemen.
of refpectability, who form a very intelligent
and agreeable fociety.

Befides Newark there are feveralimportant,
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fitvations in this part of the province, which
bid fair to become places of confequence, the
moft diftinguithed of which are, - the landing
places at each end of the portage, Fort Erle,,
the head of Lake Ontario, and York, called
&y the natives, Torento. ‘

The lower landing or Queentton, is about
feventy miles up the river from Newark,
where the veffels difcharge their cargoes,
and take in furs colle€ted from three to one
thoufand five hundred miles back; there
have I feen four veflels of fixty and one
hundred tons burden unloading at the fame
time, and fometimes not lefs than fixty wag-

~gons loaded in a day, which loads they carry
ten miles to the upper Janding place or Chip-
wwa creek, three miles paf the great falls.—
“This portage is an increafing fource of wealth
to the farmers for many miles round, who
carry from twenty to thirty hundred weight,
for which they get one fhilling and cight
‘pence N. Yor\ currency, per hundred weight,
“and loal back with furs, &c.~—From Chipawa
the merchandize is tranfported in batteaux to
Vort Erie, a diftance of eighteen miles, and
are fhipped there on board of vefiels for De-
troit 2ad Michilimakinac.—-Detroit, I was
- told, was a pleafant country, though a low
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and marthy foil, more noted for its fur trade
than its agrlculture.

At the head of Lake Ontarlo, about fifty .
miles weft from Newark a {fmall town is laid
out and ftores are building, being a central
place between Newark, York and Detroit,
from thence a road of twenty-two miles to
t'he grand river is cut out, and crofles that
river about fifty miles above its entrance into
Lake Erie, and continues:in a fouthern direc-
tion to the river La Trenche, now called the:
Thames, which empties itfelf into Lake St.
Clair, about twenty miles abové Detroit. Set-
tlements are making on 'this road, and along.
the river Thames pa1t1a1 ones are made for
an extent of e.ghty orninety miles in length.*
On thefe two rivers are extenfive open,
flats of land, equal to ehofe of the Mohawk
river, on which may be cut a fu(ﬁclency of
hay for many thoufaid head of cattle yearly ;.
the lands on thi. road are ef an excellent
quahty, and in many places light timbered,.
ip others covered with thrifty oak, black
walnut, fugar maple, beach and lmdar

V-

Torlc formerly Torento, is fituate on. the
beft "harbour round the L&I\C, oppoﬁtc Nia-
I2

B
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gara, and about forty miles diftance acrofs
tae Lake, but round by land near one hun-
dred miles, along the fhore of which great:
quantitics of fifh are caught; a town is here
in great fowardnefs, and (hould the feat of go-
vernment be removed from Newark thence,
as 1s contemplated, it will foon become a
flourithipg place.—From this a road is cut.
out acrofs to Lake Simcoe, or tae Rice lakes
thirty-three miles, - the outlet of which emp-
ries itfelf into Lake Huron, a diftance of forty-
five miles from Lake Simcoe, thirty-{ix miles
in length; this rout affords an caly. commu-
nication with Michilimackinac.—From York
to that Lake, a tier of lots of two hundred -
acres each, is laid our on each fide of this
road, called Dundas-freet, granted on the -
exprefs condition of building and improving
op them, within one year from the time they
are taken up; many of thefe are built upon
and oceupied. »

On the eaft fide and joining the rear of-
thefe lots is a fettlement of near one hundred -
German families, on an excellent trat of .
Jand, much of which is open, white oak -
woods ; thefe Germans came on this fummer,
furnithed with evesy thing to make their fitu-
ation comfortable and enable them to improve -
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their Jand to advantage, and no deubt in a
thort time will make a fine fettlement; they.
ate fupported by a company who have libe-
rally fupplied them  with teams, farming
utenfils and provifions, fent them a clergy-
man of their own country, and are about to
build- them mills, a church, and a fchool-

lioufe. o

If this generous example was with equal {pi-
rit followed by a few more companies, 1t would
add to the population of the country, more
than any other mode yet purfued. There-
is ftill plenty of vacant lands of the beft kind,
and fuch as thew a difpofition to fettle and
improve them, meet from the Governor every
encouragement they merit, who makes libe-
ral grants to all fuch as do atually bring on
fettlers, and prove themfelves defirous of pro- -
moting the intereft of the country, the whole
of which is well adapted for raifing wheat,
Indian corn, and other fumnier grain; flax
(where the land has borne a few other crops)
fucceeds remarkably well, and the face of
the country yields grafs in abundance; hops
of a good quality grow here fpontaneouly;
alfo a variety of wild fruits fuch as plumbs,,
mulberry, blackberry, ftrawberry, rafpberry,
and grapes,—Orchards are in great forward- -
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nefs, for the age of the fettlement, fome of
which already bear fruit. Peaches, cher-’
ries, and currents are plenty among all the.
firft fettlers,.—The farmers raife a great quan-
tity of pork, without any other expence than
a litcle Indian corn, for afew weeks previous
to killing, and often kill their hogs out of
the woods, well fatted on nuts. In many.
places falt fprings have been difcovered, and
fome. of them already worked to fuch advan-
tage that in all probability that article, which_
generally comes heavy in the interior part of
a country, may in afhort time be afforded
here as low as in many of the old fettled pla-
ces in the United States.——NMany valuable
ftreams for water works, run in every direc.
tion through this country; and upon fome of
them are mill, built, which prove very lucra-"
tive to the owners, particularly faw-mills,
from the guantity of good timber and great
demand of boards, as more buildings are go-
ing on than carpenters and mafons can be.
found to finifh: Stones being fcarce, bricks
are generally ufed in mafon work. '

This fettlement was begun by 3 few dif-
banded troops after the peace of 1783, ‘and’
being but little known by the people of the
United-States, who had imbibed an opinion
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that it was entirely under controul of the
military, few emigrants pent their courfe this
way, till they were convinced of the civil
government, being well eftablithed, and upon
a conftitution happily adapted to the minds
of the people, fince which numbers of refpec-
table inhabitants have conie in from the dif-
ferent States. Some of whom have come in
their waggons quite from North Carolina, but
as there is a fpace of country, for about 70
tniles, between Niagara and the Genefee coun-
try, where the roads are not fufficiently open
for waggons, they tranfport them from the
mouth of the river to Niagara in boats.—
Iowever, this obftru€tion will probably be
foon removed, when it will be a. pleafant
“jaunt to get into a carriage at Niagara, and
drive to this city, which may be effected
without difficulty, in about two weecks, par-
ticularly by fleighs in winter.—The mode of
tettlement generally purfued here, and v hich
feems beft calculated to fave expence, is by
two, three or more men, coming on in the
fummer, who throw up a log houfe cach, pug
in a field of wheat, and return for their farhi-
lies, which they bring on the following fpring,
by the rout before defcribed palt Ofwego, if
by water; but fuch as come by land, bring
their families as far a3 the mouth of Genelce
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river, there take boat; and fend their cattle
by land. This country from the reduétion
till the year 1790, was included in the pro-
vince. of Quebec, and from the year ¥774,
the civil adminftration was vefted in a2 Go-
vernor and Legiflative. Council, ‘at that time
beft adapted to. the ideas of the people, who
were moft entirely French, and.from preju-
dice, preferred that form of government, be-
ing :moft analogous.to:what they had been
accuftomed to prior to the conqueft of Can-
ada, but at the conclufion of the late diffen-
tions. between Great-Britain' anpd: America,.
Upper Canada, then: called.the .back ‘pofts,
was held out.as an affylum to thofe: who had
adhered. to the unity of the Britith empire,
and who generally canie under. the denomin-
ation of loyalifts.—From, the peace :to - the
year 1790, goverament delegated to Jand
boards.the. power .of .granting ‘dapds. .to any
applicants, if men.of morality and fobriety.

In.the year 1790, the wifdonrof the:Bririth
government, was eminently -evinced in:divi-
ding that.darge country, intotwo feparate
governments, and: granting to each acopfti-
tution, on :the moft liberal and difinterefted
principles, a conflitution for freedom and the
nghti -of man, perhapy unequalied in the
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hiftoric page, with all the advantages, enjoy-

ed by the Britith colonies in America pre-

vious to the revolution, and with many addi--
tions, the Britith parliament having renounced

forever theright of taxation.—Here no man’s

property for any caufe whatever, is taxed,

diretly or indirectly ; the Britith government

moft generoufly paying for even the furvey-

ing of lands, and the whole fupport of the¢
civil eftablithment. . «

You will naturally wonder, how with all
thefe advantages this country has hitherto ef--
caped the notice and keen obfervations of
Land Speculators; and the eulogiums of Pam-
phleteers, too frequently the hired and ufe--
ful affiftants of the former clafs of men, but
this I have found is accounted for on the beft:
of principles. The Indians being undoubtedly
the original proprietors of the foil, and it
even has and continues to be policy of the:
Britith government to extinguith their right,
by fair and equitable purchafes. Large pur--
‘chafes of this kind has been made from time:
‘to time by government, as the population of.
the countrv required, and as yet there is not:
a fingle inftance of diffatisfaction on the part
of the Indians; having thus liberally paid
tthem for their lands, very advantagegug;;;rms
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are held out to atual fettlers, (the only clafs
which at firft can enrich any country) who
get agrant of two hundred acres each. How-
ever for the encouragement of men, com-
manding the means of improving 8n a larger
fcale, by proper application they get a hand-
fome additional quantity. By this means the
fubftanti:l farmer becomes the inhabitant, and
large trats to the detriment of any country,
never lie watte, '

Had I not refolved on examining minutely,
and judging for myfelf, I (hould never have
become acquainted with a country, which for
richnefs of foil, agriculture and trade, in fact
every thing that will conduce to make an in-
duftrious man happy, yielding to none I have
as yet feen.

Niagara is at prefent the temporary feat of
government, confifting of a %ovemor, a le-
iflative council, and houfe of affembly cho-
en by the people; here annually in the
month of May, they meet for the purpofd
of legiflation.—Members of the affembly are
chofen for four years, and have already fat
three feffions.—In this time they have made
many wholefome and neceffary laws.—Week-
ly coliets, called courts of requeft, are held
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throughout the pravince, by two juftices of
the peace, who have cognizance of all debts:
under half a Joe; there are alfodiftriét courts
every three months, in which a judge pre-
fides, and gives trial by a jury of twelve men,
in fums not exceeding twenty-four pounds Y.
currency,whofe judgment is unapgealable, and
all fums above that; are tried by a jury before
the chief juftice and two affeciate judges, who -
make an annual circuit through, the province ;
from them is an appeal to the governer and.
council.——The people have it fully in their.
power to regulate all loeal matters. which:
rgipet their feveral towns, fuch as confta-
bles, path-mafters;, and- other town officers,
in the {ame manner as formerly in the other
colonies, now United States of America.mee—s:
Fhe militia irr the feveral diftriéts have an:
annual mecting, and all males from the age
of fixteen to forty-five are muftered, except:
the Frieads, Tunkers, and Menonifts; and-
thole of that religious defcription, who are-
exempted from-bearing arms.  Ia fhort, Sir,
it would fwella letter to too great-a bulk, to-
give a more! minute account of the local lawsy
that have been already made for. the public.
good, fuffice it to fay, that: with refpe& to-
that government and its laws, - its adminiffra-
tian 1 condutted ;gitl;{.cvcry with and, atten~
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tion to.render the ftuation of thofe who may
fertle under it comfoitable and happy, being
neither land tax, quit-rent, or any other tax
whatever, excepting the county rates, to be
paid by the freeholders, for the regulation of
their internal police. ’

The noble river St. Laurence fupplies this
country for an extent of two thoufand miles,
with commercial advantages inferior to none
on this fide of the atlantic.—-Conceive to
yourfelf veflels of fix hundred tons burthen,
unloading all kinds of Britifh goods at the
port of Montreal, five hundred miles from
the fca, and again receiving in return, furs
from the interior parts of the country, as far
as the Miffifippi is known to the weftward,
and the waters emptying into Lake Superior
from the dorthward.—This town, when the
banks of ‘the different lakes and rivers are
fettled by hufbandmen, which is at no diftant
period, muft have a vaft increaft of trade, for
without doubt all Britith manufalures, thro’
thefé vaft water communications, will come
much cheaper, through the.whole courfe of
its windings, than can be afforded from.any-
other quarter.  Gceods on importation being
liable fo no duty, which-will undoubtedly
give this country. a -vaft advantage over the
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pew fettlements that I defcribed in my fos-
mer letters; indeed nature points out this
place as the emporium of trade for the people
inhabiting both fides of thefe lakes and sivers
emptying into them as far as they extend to
the weft. From Montreal, &oats called by
the Canadians batteaux, containing twenty-
five barrels bulk, are worked by four men to
Kingfton, adiftance of nigh two hundred miles
up the river in the courfe of fix or eight
days, .and again return in three, loaded with
furs, pot-af, and other produce of the coum~
try.——Veflels, generally fchooners, receive
g;c goods at Kingfton, and convey them ina
ort time, to the landing or Queenflon, be-
low the great falls of Niagara. Here the
portage gives employment to a number of
teams in tranfporting: them. to- Chipawa,. as
before defcribed ;——they. are again received at -
Fort Erie in veflels of the fame burthen as
formerly, -which: navigate gll Lake Erie, Hu-
ron, and Michigan. The expences.incurred
during all this rout are comparatively trifling,,
as you will obferve there is but one partage,,

-and, that only ten miles in the. courfe of this

cemmunication. And when one reflects on
the temperate climate, rich foil, and othet
natural advantages- of this interior cquntry,,
you anticipate a great population in a fhoit
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time.———The ftreights of Niagara, ‘from-its
peculiar fituation, being the channel through
which all the produce of the vaft country
"above mult pafs, is looked forward to as a
lace of the firft ‘confequence, and where a
farmer will at all times find a market for
his produce, the tranfport being eafy’ from
thence to the ‘Atlantic.—wF¥ere have 1 feen
with amazement that famed catara®, ‘which,
exceeds every defcription I have: ever heard
-of it, but it would be #dle in me to pretend to
‘give you an idea of it—TIt ftrikes the eye with
more grandeur and fublimity than the pen can
“convey,—Amongft many other matural curi-
ofities, a fpring dbout two miles above thefe
‘falls, artralts the agtention of the cutious,—
Tmitting a gas, or inftammable air, which,
‘when confined in a pipe, and a flame applied
“to it, will boil the water of a tea-kettle in 15
“minutes :~—-Whether ‘this may ‘hereafter be
applied by machinery to uftful purpafes, time
-will determine, C

ke was lately diftovered in clearing away
and ‘burning the bruth under the bank of the
‘Tiver, to ereft a mill, and was obferved after
thé'biuth was confnmed to burn for days to-
gether, to the great aftonithment of the in-
“Rabitanzs.
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_ About 300 miles. weft of this is'Fort De=
troit, fituate on the -eaft fide of the ftreightsy
between Lake Erie and Huron, around which,,
a French fettlement was eftablithed before the:
reduction of the province, butattending more’

to the Indian trade than agriculture, made but:
little progrefs as farmers.. The Englifh fet-
tlements lately begun. on.the oppofite fthore:
are already in a bigher ftate of cultivation ;-
however, the French-have fine orchards;.from
which Niagara<is at prefent. fupplied. with:
cyder and. apples.. About one hundred miles
weft from. Detroit lies a valuable country on-
the waters emptying.into the Miflifippi, now
unhappily contefted. by the United States and:
the natives of the foil.

i To the northward.oft Detroit,. about: three
hundred and fifty miles, lies Fore Michili--
mackinac, on an.ifland between Lake Huron-
and Michigan, is:about five miles round,.and

an entire bed of gravel incapable: of: cultiva-
tion, but moft remarkable for being: the'ge-

nerat depot and grand rendezvous of. all. the:
Indian traders, who meet. in. the month of
June from every quarter,. deliver: their: furs.
and receive their outfits for the enfuing year..
—Spanifh fettlements many miles down' the:
Miflifippi are fup_p_;i(cd with Britifh "goods:

3
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through this channel, to much greater ad-.
vantage than from New-Orleans, where the
rapids of the Miffifippi oppofe almoft unfur-
mountable difficulties in afcending it.

This fort, the forts of Detroit, Niagara,
and Ofwego, fell within the United States,
when the lines of feparation were drawn, at
the treaty of peace, in the year 1783: Fort.
Miami, which was built by the Britifh lately,
is alfo within thofe lines. Previous .to that
peace, ftores of depofit had -heen.occupied at
the foot of the Miami rapids, where-the Fort
pow ftands, and the annual prefents to the
Indians, which they have long been in the
habits of receiving from the Britifh govern-
ment, were there iffued. This place was
prudently chofen for that purpofe, in order.
to. prevent the Indians from coming through
the fettlement, crouding about and mixing
with the troops at Detroit, where the too
frequent ufe of fpiritous liquors'would have
occafioned numetous quarrels and accidents,
which might. have terminated fatal to that
friendly intercourfe and good underftanding:

“which has ever prevailedbetween the Englifh.
and tha natives of America.

Hitherto have I faid: little refpeéting- the-
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aborigines of this country :—Various are the-
epinions entertained by different people, and
different hiftorians have rifked conje@ures how:
this continent was. originally peopled;: their/
ewn ideas of it are not lefs curious than ex-
traordinary. ‘They de not believe, nor have
they the fmalleft veftige of traditional me-
.morial to induce them: to believe, but. that-
they are a diftint racé of men from the whites, .
fome of the moft intelligent amongft them.
will at this day relate in detail the naturaland
original hiftory of themfelves and the conti-
“ment they. live upon.. They fully believe in:
a good and evil {pirit,. and in.a future. ftate:
of rewards and punifhments, and:have certain.
times in the year for their particular.modes of -
_worthip, when they more generally endeavor -
“to appeafe- and avert the wrath of the bad,
than invoke. the Good: Spirit, to which, how-
ever, . after favorable creps,.a good hunt, er-
fuccefs in war, they.in:a fervent:manner, re-.
turn .thanks;—They fay that the face of the
globe was firft covered with one great water,,
in which the turtle was the principal.inhabi-
tant. ‘That the Great Spirit:caufed this tur-
tle to grow to fuch a fize that the waters.
could no longer float it, ahd in confequence;.
it. became {tationary, continuing to grow -
until: the. mofs and rubbith collecting on his. -
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back, became a.foil, and fhot. forth frerbs,
buthes, and at length. trees, and now forms
this great.ifland (as they term it). upon which,
they were created a diftinét race ot men, and
that the Great Spirit made, after them, every
kind of beafts and bixds of the foreft, for their
food and ufe, (from the firft twelve of which
they took the names of their twelve tribes)
anc{ that thefe are as different in their kind,
from thofe given by the Great Spirit to the
white people, for their ufe, as they are them-
felves trom us.—-That they encreafed’ in
ftrength and numbers, till the white people
came amongft them, and introduced their
habits, with the ufe of trong drink;. 10 which
they jultly impute their degeneracy.:

“  When the feeling mind reflects on the for-
mer fituation of thefe credulous people; the
v.rious deception practifed on them uader the
the mafk of friendthip, the artlefs, and faith-

ful attachment they bear to the white people

. where they are treated with, upon feeming
principles of juftice and candor,. it muft truly
fympathize with them in their prefent gloomy
profpedts.

" This people who were two. centiries ago
pofiefied. of the whole of this vaft centinent,
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‘dffording them’ fpontaneoufly every comfost
of life, without rivals in the enjoyment of it,
now driven back ftep by ftep, to the laft fpot
of their fertile foil, and that conteftéd. Con-
“tefled by the very people whom they have
-been led. to confider, as cheir brothers, fa.
thers and prote@ors.—Prejudice from educa-
tion, habit, and particular fituations in life-
‘may warp the minds ‘of the bef of men, but
"2 virtuoss and penetrating mind, ‘will always
eftimate 'in a proper degree, the relation and
«xies they have a claimo on us, ifit is only from
“our fopertorcultivation of 'mind and manners.
Would it not thercfere argue a greater degree
of virtye, and redownd more to the honor of"
"Prumanity, for Chriftians, bordering on' the.
“remains of their country, to turn their atten-.
“tion to the civilization of thefe people, than™
to enideavour by art and arms to extirpate
them from the face of the country, which
“they ' conceive to have been given by the.
Great Spirit to them alone. It'is idle to fay-
that people of their quick ideas, amd Jively
imagination, are incapable of . civilization,
far where education, and a proper ‘attention.
to their morals has been beftowed, there are
proofs to the. contrary.~—Inftance Jos. Brant;
a full blooded Indiar, who having received
an early education, though refiding ftill with,
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the Indians, is much the gentleman, eafy in
his manncrs, ‘mild and friendly in his difpo-
fition, regular. and methodical in his whole
deportment, and has by his good examples,
brought many of his nation into a regular {yf-
tem of hufbandry, and a decent way of living
in their families.

Thus have I now as generally made you
acquainted with this great country, as cor-
re¢tly as'my.fhort ftay in it would admit of;
but 1 cannot conclude this without giving
you a piece of information equally new to
every body here as to me.

For many years paft adventurers have at-
tempted without fuccefs to crofs to the Pa-
cific Ocean. The honor of this arduous tafk
was left to a Mr. Alexander Mac Kenzie, a
partoer in the north-weft fur company, who
lately retdrned by the way of the lakes, hav-
ing fully accomplithed the objeét of his un-~
dertaking in the courfe ot two years, by tra-
veifing the continent of America to the north-
ward of weft, over vaft mountains covered
with ice, which obliged him to make new
canoes, wherever he had the waters in his
favour. On his arrival on this coaft, feven
weeks fail from Canton in China, and 2 de-
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grees to the north of Nootka Sound, he found;
the Indians without fire-arm-, but furnithed:
with fome clothing and ornaments, princi-
pally Spanifh manufacture.  The Indiang
accompanying him were not underftood by
thofe on that coaft, and appeared to be per-
fe& ftrangers to one another. It was with
‘difficulty he could reconcile them to him as a
white man, on account, as he undefftood; of
fome injury given them by people:of his co-
lour a few days before that time. f‘fhcfc are
fuppofed to have been the Americans from
the port of New-York,  who had touched:
there in their trade with China.

* ' After remaining a few days and making

_the neceffary obfervations, he returned and
bro’talong with him fome valuable fkins of the
fea otter, and other natural curiofities, pe-
culiar to that coaft; but as the gentleman.
himfelf has it in'idea to. go foon to London,
1 have little doubt but he will meet with the
reward due to his exertions, and give to the
world an account of the wild and uninhabited
tract he traverfed..

&
FINTIS.
i
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