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PusLisned AT THE REQUEST OF THE HEARERS.

Amor vincit omnia : et nos cecidamus amori.

Love conquers all : and we must yield to it.

$.4nd these shall go amway into everlasting punishment.”—St. Matt,
XXV. 46.

THIS passage has been considered as an unanswerable objec-
tion against the doctrine of universal holiness and ﬁl piness to the
human family. The opposers of the above doctrii™ have brougit
this, with other simila: passages, to prove, that a part of mankind
will, eventually, be doomed to a state of endless misery.
From the above considerations. and from the particular
of several of my fiiends, I have taken up this subject: bopmg
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i may throw some light : that it may be a mean of guiding our |

tuet in the way of peace, and of enlarging our views and desires, a3
1o the nature and extent of our Saviours kingdom. 1 shail premise
rticularly to the text.
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' w¥as, that, being subject to these evils, and exﬁerienciz;g their disad-
vantages; we Igay moye highlz“frize the gog_d of deliverance,

which is design 4‘1&1_ the fm liss%

‘IH. That anendless Continuance of punishnient or misery can-
‘Dot consist withdes:gn for good in the final issue ; and that, there-
fore, the doctrine of endless misery cannot be true.

I. Funishment, or imisery, must be an effect of sin, ils cause;
The wages of sin is deuth. Sin, I consider to be a transgression of
the law. The law transgressed, is the law of God, communicated
to"the understanding of man ; and as this understanding is very
linited and circumseribed ; so this law, as to our knowledge of it,
is hmited : and therefore the transgression is limited or finite. So
far as we understand this law, it will appear to be good, and the
transgression will, cosequently, appear to be wrong: and so far
as we have a conviction of having done wrong; so far we shall
{eel remors, fear, shame, &e. ~‘Yhis remorse. fear, shame, &c. will
rrow out of the sense we have of the wrong done: and thus pun-
1<1ment or misery is the consequence of sin. The first transgres-
sion is a proof of this position. Adam and Eve were punished for
their transgression by the guilt, fear, &c. which immediately
took place in their minds. They heard the voice of the Lord God
wa'king in the garden in the cool of the day, and they wereafraid
and hid themselves. In this fear, which arose from the sense of
having transgressed, consisted their punishment at that time. It
was mise ﬂowing in consequence of transgression.

'The objecter may say, the idea of misery flowing only as a con-
sequence of sin, is not true ;"because the penalty, in case oftrans-
gression. is e:;»ressl‘y mentioned: “Inthe Jakacu eatest "thereof
thou shalt surely die.’

Answer-This is nothing more than a declaration to them, of the
connexion of misery with sin, which God had determined : and as
ihis could not have been known to them, at that time, from théir
v.«nt of knowledge and experience, therefore. God saw fit to warn
tcm of this conection before transgression, and to assure them that
nisery should follow as an effect from sin ils cause. I
cannot consider this declaration, “In the day thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die.” to be of the nature of a threatening. It is an as-
¢~ 1tion or declaration to Adam, and was well calculated to leave
Lim without exclise whenever he should transgress. It was a dec-
Jaration to Adam, that God had ordered things in sucha manner,
ot tmnsﬁression should produce guilt, fear,and shame, with a
gram of evils with them.

‘But, did man. become mortal by transgression ?

! answer in the hegzafive—Man’s mortality did not come in con-
sc?uencc of sin; but the knowledge of his mortality. Adam
did not know that he was mortal till after transgression. If man
were made immortal, his becoming mortal would not only be a con-
tradiction, butan imposibility : because his being found wortal
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was formed. Now to this point St. Paul informs us, that the creas
ture was made subject to vanity : i. e. was made mortal, subject
to dissolution, subject to error, to go astray, to sin, and consequents
ly tomiery. The creature wus made 3ubject to all this varty.
})ience his mortality did not come as g comspquenpe of siir;: bot:by
sin he came to the knowledge. of thesg things a

But what, then, could be the death of which he ywas apprised,in
cse of trasgression ? : ) :

It was that train of ¢vil consequences, which haye been mention-
ed : viz. shame, fear, self-condemnation,anil:allithoig.eitls'ef body
and mind, which, by our wreng conduct, we expose our bodies &
minds to : for though we were made subject to the vanity of na=
tural death, and are mortal; yet that death, which consistsia guiit
and shame, &c. we never experience, but as a consequunEq of sin, -
Some have supposed that the deathintended was endless maise:y 5
but this, t'is plain, cannot br true—for if that had been the case. 1t
must have beeninflicted, or truth must have been violated. (ithers
have supposed that it meant the mortality and death of the bocy,
but this we have already refuted. The things which have Leca
mentionéd, are the death intended : and there was no other pun-
ishment mﬂmted on Adam, than what arose as a consequence of Lis
his transgression. In sinning, he became guilty, fearful, selt-co.-
demned and miserable. And this is the case with his posterity.
We sin and that leads us to pain and woe. 1t darkens our minds,
we become estranged from God. Knowing ourselves to be guiity,
we think that Goﬁﬁ has become our enemy, and we endeavor to
hide ourselves from him. But on examination, it appears that sin
begets guilt, and guilt fills the mind with all these earful appre-
hensions. They arise as a consequence of sin. s

From whence, then. do all the miseries of man proceed ? :

They proceed from sin their cause by an inseparable connexion
‘which God fixed and determined, I'hus, when lust hath cenceived,
it bringeth forth sin ; and sin when it 1s finished, bringeth forth death.
Thus punishmeat, natural evil or misery is an effect of sin its cause.

Il Ii"hm the desizn of the connexion between sin and miseiyy
was, that being subject to those evils and experiencing their disad-
yantages ; we may the more highly prize the good ot deliverauce,
which is designed for us in the final 1ssue. _

In punishment or misery, therc must be an object ; there must
be some design : because, to have misery flow [rom trensgression
without any design would argue a defectin the wisdom and good-
ness of God ; it would argue a defect in his justice, love and mercy,
and would militate against all the ideas we can form of a regular,
wise and glorious plan, for a display of his perfections, in connex-
ion with lﬁe best gaod of his creatures. Thus there must be a de-
sion. 1-1
The next thing, is, to enquire what the design cou'd be. It is ev-
ident, that if God has a design herein, that that design wust he
T Tortaim alic It cauuol Le
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argued that the good, to be derived from suffering is adding to the
happiness or essential glory of God : to thatnothing can be added:
fiom that, nothing can be taken. Nor are we to_ understand the
good in this view, viz. as a benefit to some, to the exclusion of oth-
ers; or, that the misery of some was never designed for their own
godd, Bat:tox-the gﬂfa';of'g![mr& 'I'his would argue partiality in
the'S  PREMB:* Vet itis granted, that the punishment of one
persan, ivfted ffadghed as a warning to the good of others ; as a
pranifestation-ef the évil:there is in sin,and the need there is of be-
i17 ooy guard ‘against it: yet this good end to others, cannot
be to the.exchusion uf the good of the sufferer, unless the sufferings
of some are to be endless, which I trust that [ shall be able to
show in my third partiular, is not true. This connexion of misery
with sii, will tend to embitter sin to the sufferer ; will make him
rut a higher estimate and value upon the good; will make him
sag for deliverance both from misery and its cause : and will lay a-
frandation of humility and poverty of spirit in himself, to that de-
grree that he will be hopeless in himself, and all his expectation will
b2 from God.  Realizing his great mercy, the sense of God’s mer-
v will, on that account: appear to be greater, and the song of re-
d=eming love will, by him, be sung in the most exalted strains,
Thaus will the good be the greater and more precious from the ac-
quaintance we have had with evil.

IlI. That an endless continuance of punishment or misery can-
not consist with a design for good in the final issue-and that there-
{ore, endless punishment, or misery, is not true.

An endless continuance of misery would render it impossible for
the sufferer to be reclaimed, or that any good should come to him
from such punishment. It is easy to see, that punishment for a time,
may be of great benefit, to the punished . but the moment it is de.
termined to be endless, there can be no longer a design for the
creature's gnod, nor can good any more come to him, nor can he
be reclaimed Itis impossible that the doom of endless misery
should be with a design to reclaim the sufferer, or to do him good ;
becaus an endless duration of wisery would never admit of a time
for good to come ; if it did. it would not be endless. ‘

It has been supposed. that although mercy might plead for the
sinner ; yet that justice required his endless misery. Kor ages,al-
most the whole world have argued in this manner. But did Jus-
tice. the jnstice of God, ever require this ? Does our 1eason dictate,
or do the Scriptures any where declare ? It is all important that
we should understand this arighl.- Frow scripture and reason, it
1s plain to me, thatjnstice forbids the idea of endiess misery, equal-
Iy with wercy : and that the great reason why it shouid not be i~

icted, is, because it would be unjust. T

Good, it is mapif:st, must be the obf'ect of punishment, and good
to the sufferer.—Justice, we say, traly, requires punishment for
transgression ; but nothin ; short of good to  them, can make even
their punshment just.  Stiae out good as the design of puukie
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ment to the transgressor, and his punishment will be unjust - Thl‘l'l
justice, in requiring punishment for the offender; and mercy, in
designing and willing his greatest and best g_:ond ; act from the sa»
me fensign, and towards the same object which is the good of the
offender. An earthly parent, so far as he acts undestandingly &
from just motives ; never inflicts punishment, unless with the view
and expectation of good to the offending child. If this be not the
object, the punishment must procecd from hatred and revenge,
- which will make it unjust. The consequence of this reasoning is
that as endless wisery can never be inflicted with a view to the
good of the sufferer, or of his being reclaimed : it, therefore, is not
just. The idea, that any person, however wicked he hLas been,
ought to be cast off and punihsed endlessly, is not just. Justice de«
mands no such thing, because the good of the offender could notin
such a case, be the object. :

But.if the good of the sufferer be not the ebject of justice, in
endless misery ; may it not be argued, asjust, on the principle,
thatit will be a great good to the ntelligent system ?

Ans—That endless injustice should be done to some. as good te
ethers, cannot be reconciled with justice. T hat the damned sho-~
uld be treated with endless injustice, with a view that those who
are saved, might be the more happy, is an idea too dreadful to be
admitted. Ob the supposition, that any creature could be more
happy by the endless misery of a fellow creature ; yet that happi-
ness would not, in the least degree, destroy the in};:stice done to
the sufferer, soas to make his punishment just, It would be a great
injustice to the sufferer, as lhou?h other beings ware not benefitted
by it ; consequently, the idea of the saints bemng happier in glory,
by realizing the endless misery of their fellow creatures, in hell, 18
without any foundation of justice, and shows that such happiness
is built on supposition only. We go farther, and say, that if any
creatures in heaven or on earth, can be more happy on account of
tke endless misery ofa part of mankind, such happiness must flow
from something, in them aside from love to God, or love to justice,
or love to a feow-creature.

But, says the objector, If God has threatened endless misery te
the wicked, his truth requires it, if jusfice does not.

IfGod has threatened endless misery to the wicked; it will be
granted, in that case, that truth would require it. But can we sup-
pose that God; has threatened en dless misery to the wicked, con-
trary to the nature of his justice ? [ think not. Man often prom-
ises and threatens inconsiderately, and then isobliged, either to be
true to such a toreatening, or promise, though it be unjust; to be
just, to the violation of truth. Thus Herod, in beheading Jobn
the Baptist, was true to his promise ; but was unjust in r-
formance.—There was a clasﬂing between truth and justice. Iﬁ}q
kad been just in sparing the life of that holy man, he would have
violated the truth of his promise. This made him esceeding sorry.

But  thcre is no such ciashing between the tvuth and justice of
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God. I think God has no where, in the Scriptures, threatened end-
!ess misery to the wicked. ~ Sin and mjsery are inseparable : sin
1s the cause of misery, and misery the eflect of sin. Now if God
has threatened that misery shall be endless, he must have deter
mined sin to be so likewise; for endless misery, as an effect of sin,
cannot be, unless sin its cause, be endless. But we are assured,
that Christ will make an end of sin. What will be the conse-
quence of this? He will make an end of sorrow ; becausesin, which
is the: cause, heing removed, sorrow, which is the effect, must cease,
Thus we have endeavored to show, that the idea of endless misery
Is inconsistent, on the priciple of justice. Justice and truth com-
bined with love and merey, must he jointly interested in thesalva-
tion of the world, else would its salvation be unjust. _

* We now will attend to the Scripture account of this subject, Wwill
Christ reconcile all things to himself ? He will.—Is God in Christ,
reconciling the world to himself?—-Heis. 'What then will be the
issne of sin and misery, when that reconciliation shall take place ?
~They must cease and come to an end. In reconciliation to God
and Christ, the creature is brought to a state of (reedom from sin &
its consequences ; and is assured that God is his portion and ex-
ceeding greatreward. Thus, if we have assurance, that Christ
will reconcile all thiags, all men to himself, endless misery cannot

. true.

Again-If all the nations, kindreds and familics of the earth, shall

blessed in Christ, the Seed ; then there can be no endless mis-
ery; but all the nations, families and kindreds of the earth will be
blessed in Christ, the seed, according to God’s repeated promise
to ebraham, Isaac and Jacob : Therefore there can be no endless
misery. but sin and sorrow will both cease.

Again-!f the devil and his works will be destroyed, and those
delivered, who, through'fear of death, were all their life time sub-
ject to bondage, endless misery cannot be true: but Christ was
manifested to destroy the works of the devil ; he came to destroy
Him, that had the power of death, that is the devil : Heb. ii. 14.
1John. ii. 7. Therefore endless misery cannot be true The idea
of Uodas I ather, who loves his children, whose offspring all men
are, and equally so : and the ideaof God as our Judge, Lawgiver,

ing and Saviour. are inconsistent with endiess misery. AsaFa-
ther, he loves his children: asa King and Ruler, heloves his sub-
jets, and his govenment is a sufficicient reason why the worid
should rejoice. “The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice.
Again-If moralevil was designed for good, and for accompllshiug
the greatest good; through bringing us to the knowledge of goo
by experiencing the evil: thenitis plan that the evil must ceasc,
when end [or which it was introduced is accom_plished. The expe-
ricnce derived from aknowledge of the evil, is designed, in the
great scheme of wisdom, as necessary for the greatest od: bat
if sin andpnisery are always to continue, the end, which is this
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Again God has promised true Christians, that he will
grant them all the desires of their heart: and all true
Christians do desire and pray for the salvation of all men,
Paul was anxious for the salvation of the Jews ;and as he
said, so says the Christian ; Brethren, my heart’s desire
and prayer to God for the world is, thatitmay be saved:
and as Paul, agreeable to his desire, had the assurance,
tnat when the fulnessof the Gentiles were come in, ol
Israel showld be saved ; so the Christian may have assur-
ances of the salvation of the world, when he reflects, that
God has promised to grant him all the desires ofhis heart.
A man with these desires, which sprang from the Spirit
of God, can never be happy, if but one soul should be
doomed to endless misery. The reason is plain; for, in
that case, their desire would never be granted: there
would forever be a tender and anxious solicitude for an
object: an object, which could never cease to be amazingly
desirable,and yet the desire never granted : never, never,
through the boundless ages of eternity. Therefore I say,
finless the gracious exercises of the saints in glory are
epsentially different, in their nature, from what theyare
in this world ; it is impossible that they should ever be
hpppy, while any of their fellow creatures are in tom
ment. )

But, it is asked, may not the saints, in glory, be hap,
pY. while others are endlessly miserable, for this reason-
that then they will be perfectly conformed to the will of
God, and so their happiness arise from that considera-
tion ? -

Ans.—Ifthis were the will of God, even our damnation,
then some thing might be argued in favor of that idea ;
but this is not the case, for this is the will of God, viz. our
salvation, not our damnation. God will have all men to
be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. This
is his will, his pleasure ; and he tells us, he will do all his

leasure. Hence it follows, that the more the saints ars
onformed to this will of God, the greater will be their.
desires for the salvation of all men, and the more incom-
B:ete would their happiness be, could we suppose that
ose desires would never be granted.

Hence, it follows likewise, that the gracious desires of
gvery true Christian, in connexion with the promise of
God, are an assurance that the world will be saved.
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We now attend to the design of Christ's coming. He -
eame to condemn or to save the world. Which 2—Not
1> condemn, but to save theworld. We have seen, says
John, and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world. He is the light of the world,
and he lighteth every man, that cometh into the world.
He came, that all men, through him, might believe. He
tasted death for every man, and is the propitiation for
the sins of the whole world. He gave himself a ransom
forall. God the Father sent him into the world, and au-
thorised him to be the great Redeemer and Saviour of
his people : and he, according to his Father’s pleasure,
did come to seek and to save that which was lost, and has
left us his promise that the Holy Spirit, shall convince
the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment ; shall
reclaim us from our wanderings, shall reconcile us to him-
sclf, and diffuse his light and glory, till all flesh shall see
tae salvation of the Lord. This was the design of Christ’s
coming. Now, if but one human creature shall go away
into endless misery, Christ never will have accomplished
the compleet design of his coming.

But, althouh Christ has undertaken this great work,
does not man's salvation depend on certain conditions,
which he is to perform, viz. repentance and faith?

Ans.—Can a person believe that which has no exist-
ence ? Must that which 1s believed, be a truth before it
1s believed ? The thing believed, must, in all cases, exist
before it can be believed. No one will deny this. Then
faith cannot be a condition of the thing believed, because
it was as great a reality before we believed as since we
believed it. Now as to our salvation; if it ever will a
pear to usa reality, and be a reality, then it always was
a reality, though we did not always know it ; and its be-
ing an eternal reality, is the only reason why we can be-
called upon to believe it. Thus, God has %iven us a rec-
ord of his Son. He that believeth not this Record makes
God a liar. But how? The record is that God has given
vs eternal life, and this life 1s in his Son. Now to disbe-
1 eve this, makes God a liar, inasmuch asit is the same as
t) say, that it is not true ; and if our believing it is not a
truth makes God a liar; our belief is a belief of that,
which was true before we believed it ; and that destroys
the conditionality of faith.



"Thus faith cannot be a condition of our salvation; becayse #°
was as really a truth before we believed it assince. Fajth brings
us to a knowledge of that truth, and repentance is a suitable tems
per by which to enjey it. But the thing discovered by faith, and
enjoyed by a temper of repentance, viz. our salvation, was as true
before faith and repentance as it is since ; therefore, neither faith
por repentance can be conditions of our salvation. '

Salvation, or eternal life, is the gift of God; which was given us
in Christ Jesus before the world began, an inheritance, which our
heavenly Father gave to us. Faith and repentance are necessary,
that we should see and enjoy it; not that they should make that
true, which was not true bct{)re. Hence, there is great propriety
and necessity of preaching and urging these important doctrincs.

Thus, from justice and truth, as well as mercy and love : from
the nature, certainty and extent of reconciliation ; from the tertain-
ty that all the familics of the earth will be blessed in Christ, the
Sced : that the devil and his works will be destroyed ; from -the
idea of God, as a Father 2nd a Ruler: from the desires of true
Christians, and the promises made to those desires; and from the
design of Christ’s coming into the world as a Redeemer and Sav-
iour, to do his Fother’s will in saving all men ; I say from the a-
bove considerations, it is plain, thatan endless continuance of pun-
ishment or misery is not true. e ;

I come now to speak partickularly to the Text, “And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment.” -

These words are a declaration ofa decigiori, which took’ lace
respecting the goats, when our Saviour came in his glory. 'The
sheep are mentioned as well as the goats; in the prececding verses.
The goats in the issue go away into everlasting punishment ; but
the sl;g:ep or righteous, into life eternal. I shall here inquire into
the following tﬁings, ViZ.

I. What is meantin this and the preceding chapter, by Christ’s
coming in his glory, and when that period was. . :

Il. Who are meant by the sheep and goats : and what is to_he
wnderstood by placing the sheep on the right hand and the goats
on the left. Yo

HL In what sense the goats go eway into overlasting punish-
ment.

I. What is ment in this and the preceding chapter, by Christ's
coming in his glory, and when that period was. The coming of
Christ in his gFor , rileans, his coming to abolish, and put an entire
end to the legal ispensation; and to set up his spiritual kingdom,
or the gospel dispensation. This took place, or Christ came in
his glory, when Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed by the
Romans, about forty years after Christ’s cracifiction

But what could be the particular glory of Christ’s coming, if

that was the period > The legal dispensation had coreat eloy in it,
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tions. To them pertained the glory, the covenant, the adoption,
the service of G'rcu]:l.,,e and the ro%nis?;, T : i

But, Paul says, that this t!::'s ensation had no glory, by reason
of the glory that excelleth. For if that whic{n.is done away was
glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious. The min-
1stration of the spirit is much more glorious, than the ministration
of death. Now Christ’s coming was glorious, in as mach, as he
came to abolish the ministration of death, and to introduce and es-
tablish the ministration of the Spirit. It was a glorious display of
Christ’s power, that he shoule overturn and destroy a dispensation
which had so long continued, which was strengthened by all the
prejudices of the Jews in its favor, and by the numberless tradi-
tions of their own. Now, to see the Temple and nation of the
Jews destroyed by the Romans, as the rod of his power; to see
all the: types and shadowsof that dispensation come to an utter
end ; to see all the prophesies and promises of this event fulfilied
at that time, and, instead of the shadow of good things to come,
10 see the good things themselves ; to see a ministration of life in-
stead of death, of the subtance instead of the shadow; of light,
which is clear and full of glory, instead of that which was imper-
fect : of grace to all nations eqally, instead ofa supposed limitation
of it to the Jews: to see bigotry and superstition fall before the
light of truth ; the WOnderﬁﬁ influence of the Spirit in ‘qualifying
the Apostles to work miricles; to inspire them with zeal and cour-
age to preach the Gospel : the wonderful success which attended
their preaching ; the Eplay-‘of the mystery of salvation, which
for ages and generations, had been hidden ; the reign of Christ, as
the spiritual, universal head of the Church ; and pure, spiritual
worship of the Father, inlove and truth; theseare the things
which made his coming glorious at that period. His spiritual reign
then commenced, and was thus glorious, but will continue and n-
crease in glory, till all shall see his salvation, and this kingdom be
given up to the Father, and God be all in all. )

_That we have explained the period of Christ’s coming in bis
Glory aright, appears by comparing several passages together.
The coming of the Son of man in his glory, was future when de-
clared ; but past to us, who now readit; for Christ had satisfied
his disciples, as to this point, that his coming and the end of the
world, (which was the end of the law dispensation,) should take
place before that ration should be passed away. See Matt.
xxiv. 3—34. See Luke xxi, 25, 26. ere shall be signs in the
sun and in the moon and in the stars : and upon the earth, distress
of nations, &c. This was veryfied at the coming of the Roman
armies. Verse 27—And then shall they see the Son of man com-
ing in a cloud with power and great glory. Verse 32—Veril
I say unto you, this ration smnot pass away, till all be fu
filled. Compare this, with Matt. xxiv. 30, 35. and Mark xii. 26
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that generation passed away It cannot be supposed, to be still
future, as has been supposed by some.

II. Tam to show, wﬁo are ment by the sheep -and goats, and
what is intended by placing the sheep on the right hand and the
goats on the left. By the gbbe is meant the Gentile world, all
nations, the Jews excepted. By the goats, ia meant, the obstinate
- and unbelieving Jews. The Jews, had been first, in point of pri-
vileges, but were now to be the last. These children of the king-
dom were now to be cast out, and the Gentiles from all points of
the compass, were to called in, to enjoy the blessings made sure
to Abraham, by the ancient promise made to him concerning the
Seed.

The Gentiles, as they were to be favored with the blessings of
the new dispensation, and believers of the Gospel, are denomina-
ted sheep. The Jews, as they were obstinate unbelieversand re-
- jected the counsel of God against themselves, are dencminated
goats; a term of reproach. The right hand denotes honor and
approbation ! The left hand denotes the reverse, or a place of dis-
honor and disapprobation. Now the sheep, (the whole Gentile
world,) are placed on the right hand of Christ, b being admitted
to all the privileges and blessings of the Gospel. It 1s sent to
them, itis preacﬁzd to them; and it is no where else preached or
believed, but among the Gentiles. The Church of Christ, for a-

s, has been no where, but among the Gentiles. And though all
the nations and individuals among the Gentiles have not yet em-
braced the Gospel ; yet they are the people to whom it is sent, &
the time will come, when all will embrace it; the fulness of the
Gentiles must be brought in, before the Jews will discover their
mistake. Thus the sheep are placed on the right hand.

The goats, (the Jews,) are set on the left hand by being reject-
ed, cast off, and deprived of the privileges which they enjoyed
while in their national capacity, and shut out from all the privileg-
es of the Gospel. They are scattered among all nations, forsak-
en and despised. Thus are these goats, who resemble Esau the
hairy ‘man, who set light by the birthright, placed on the left hand.

IIL. I am to show in what sense the goates go away into everlast-
ing punishment. The destuction of the Jewish dispensation ; of
the City and Temple at Jerusalem; the amazing calamities which
befell the nation ; their being dispersed and scattered ; and being

iven over to a blind mind and a hard heart, and remaining under

e same blindness and prejudice against Christ, even to this day ;
and the certainty that tEey will so remain, for a long period yet to
come, is the punishment here spoken of.

As to the everlasting duration of this punishment, we can have
no hesitation in saying, that it will be evelasting in the same sense
that many other things have been, which have long since ceagc:l
and come to an end. The priesthood of Aaron was to contine

through the legal dispensation ; when that dispensation ccased, the
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-priesthood, was to cease with it ; yetit was called an everlasting
riesthood ; a statute forever unto him and his seed after him.—
E;od.' xxviii. 48, Num. x. 8. Lev. vii. 34, It has ceased, it has
longsince been at an end. The rejection and dispersion of the
Jews will be everlasting, in the same sense that Aaron’s priest-
hood was. That remained till every thin;; was accomplished by
it, that was intended, and then it ceased; wiien another priest a-
rose, after the order of Melchisedeck, and not after the order of
Aaron. Thus likewise, will the dispersian, rejection, blindness &
infidelity af the Jews continue, as an everlasting pumshment, till
every thing be accomplished, which was designed, and thenit will
cease, as Aaron’s priesthood did.
But what could be the design to be accomplished by this pnnish-
‘mentof the Jews >—It was two fold. The casting away of the
Jews, was so great and signal an event ; so great a fulfiiment of
the prophesies and does, to this day, cast so much light on the
Scriptures ; that it has been, and still is, a great argument to con-
vince the Gentiles of the truth of the Chritian religion, and of tle
authenticity of the scriptures in general ; agrecable to Paul's ex-
pression, “if the casting away oﬁhem be the reconciling of the
world. what shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead.”
It was desioned, and is made use of, as a mean of reconciling the
world. Thus this casting away of the Jews will continue till the
fulnessof the Gentiies be comein. Here we may discover, that
the Gentiles are benelited from the example, mac]ve of the Jews, in
their sufferings. :

The next thing is that this casting away of the Jews, will, in the
the issue, be a good to themiselves. They are not only cast away,
as a mean of reconciling the world ; but they will be again receiv-
ed, and that will be, to them and the Gentiles both,’ as life from
the dead, This casting away of the Jews. will be made use of, as
amean to humble, and prepare their minds for a thankful recep-
tion of the Gospel, wien ail the miracles and wonderful works of
onr Saviour, had failed todo it. Thus their punishment, agreea-
ble to our forementioned ideas of justice, is designed, and will be
@ mean of good to them and the Gentile world ;. consequently not
endless. Paul says again, “If the fall of them, (the Jews,) be the
riches of the world; and the diminishing of them the riches of the
Geatiles ; how much more their fulness;” Again, “For I would not
brethren, that ye should be ignorant of tliis mystery, lest ye sho-
uld be wise in vour own conceit, that blindness, in part, has hap-
pened to Isracl, till the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, and so
all Israel shall be saved; as it is written, there shall come out of
Zion, the Deliverer. and shall turn away ungedliness from Jacob.
As co_nccming the Gospel they are encmies%or your sakes; but as
tonching che election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes; for
twe gifts and callings.of God, are without rcpentance.” Thus,
Lo~ agh Iscael be placed ou the left hand, and are gone away into



‘everlasting punishment; yet there iscertainty, that they witlagaim
be received into the Divine favor, and- thatall Israel shall be ‘sav-

ed
IMFROVEMENT.

-This subject is of the %\_‘eatest importance; not only on account
of the opinion of many ; but likewise, on account of the honor of
god, ami) the glory and happiness of mankind. -

I am sensible, irom my own experience, of the difficulty vnder
which many labor, of giving up a point, which, for so many gener-
ations, has been taught, and received ss a doctrine of the Bible.
And I am equally sensible that in searching after truth, we should
proceed modestly, and especially, in a case, where the long fecei-
ved opinions of our forefathers are tobe called in question.  But
1 am convinced of this important point, from a consideration of the
cause of misery, the design of misery, and the nature of Justice.

This subject, teaches us the necessity of discriminating correct-
ly, between ourselves, and the perfections of God. We are finite
and changeable ; loving and hating the same objcct, alternately.
But God is infinite and unchangeable, ever loving or hating the
same object. He, unchangea%ly loves all the works of his own
hands, H'ecause they originatein his goodness, and bear his Image.
But he eternally hated the d—1 andfflis works, wherefore, it is said
that he will destroy them. ; -

Our subject teaches uswhat ground of everlasting consolation &

od hope, we have through grace.© All that we can desire, as a
real and lasting good, comprehending our present and future ha

iness, by the will and design of our heavenly Father. That

Eod hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by Je-
sus Christ. '

Therefore, leta sense of Divinine goodness lead us to repent-
ance ; and may the boudless nature of sacred lovc, universally ex-
tended, lead every soul to praise God, the Fatlierand the friend
of sinners. Amen

REMARKS BY THE EDITOR.

~ The passages are very numerous, which refer to the
reiection, and long captivity of the house ofIsrael ; most
of which have been misappiled, and takento prove a
state of never ending torment. Those I shall have occa-
sin to mention, go to confirm the opinion of Br. Gross,
respecting the parable of the sheep and goats.
Marvelnot atthis : for the hour is coming, in the which
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all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And come
Jorth : they that have done good unto the resurrection of
life ; and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of
damnation. Johnv. 28, 29. These words of our Saviour,
correspond, immediately, with the words of Daniel the
prophet: “And many of them thatsleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt. Dan. xii. 2. These
two passages, metaphorically spoken, perfectly agree
with that in the close of the twenty fifth of s. Matt. on
which Br. Gross has spoken, and have the same chain of
connexion in the scriptures ; as may be seen by compar-
ing the following passages together: Dan. xii. 1. And
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation even to that same time: Compared
with Matt. xxiv. 21. For then shall be great tribulation,
such as was not since the beginning of the world to this
time, no, nor ever shall be. The time of trouble, spok-
en of, by Daniel and Christ, being such an one, as was
not to be preceeded, or followed by any like it, proves
that they were both speaking on the same subject. A-
ga.'um Dan. xii. 1. And at that time thy people shall be

elivered, every one that shall be found written in the
book. Compared with Matt. xxiv. 15—20. When ye,
therefore, shall se the abomination of desolation, spoken
of by Daniel the brophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
reageth let him understand,) Then let them which be in
Judea flee into the mountains ; Let him whichis on the
house top not come down, &ec. At this time of trouble
above mentioned, every one was delivered that believed
on Christ ; while the rest of of the house of Israel was
left to suffer in the general overthrow. Now we may cle-
arly discover, from the manifest connexion ofthe above
passages ; that; at the coming of Christ, the house of Is-
rael were sleeping in the carnal ordinances of the law :
represented by Daniel, under the metaphor of dust, and
by Christ under that of graves ; bothof which were an-
alogous, to their situation. They awoke from their slum-
ber when the Gospel day began to dawn ; see, the para-
ble of the ten Virgins, Matt. xxv. While the bridegroom
tarried they all slfambered and slept. And at midnight
there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh ;
go ye out tomeet him. Then all those virgins arose, &
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trimed their lamps. Thus do we discover, that the voice
of John the baptist was heared by the house of Israel, at
midnight, the time of gross darkness, when they were
roused from their slumber: Someto everlasting life ;—
He that believeth on him, [Christ] is not condemned ;—
but, cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God. He that believ-
eth on me hath everlasting life. John iii. 18, 21. & vi. 47.
These virgins, which have the light of Divine truth enter-
the holy of holies with Christ, when the door of the law,
or way tolife through types and symbols, was closed too
and no man can open it: and the door of Gospel grace
opened, and no man can shut it.—d4nd some to shame &
everlasting contempt, or damnation. And this is the con-
demnation, that light is come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather then light because their deeds
were evil. If I had not come, and spoken unto them, they
had not had sin, but now they have no cloak for their sin.
He that hateth me hateth my Father also. Then said
Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek
me and shall diein your sins : whither I go ye cannot co-
me. Wherefore, Because they sought it not by faithf
but asit were by the works of the law: for they stum-
bled at that stumbling stone. John iii. 19. xv. 22. & viii.
21. Rom. ix. 32. 'Thus, the most of the house of Israel ;
were brought under codemnation, by opposing the light
of the new dispensation : they were broken off through
unbelief, and fell into a atate of death, and while this
continues they cannot come to Christ. When the dis-
pensation of law closed their lights went out; and they
were thrust out of the kingdom. Since that they have
been in outter darkness, weeping wailling end gnashing
their teeth. Their situation is represented by virgins
without knocking for enterance, but are answer'd I know
you not, i e. after the law, at which door they are still
stiving to enter.

Notwihstanding the rejection, dispersion, and long
captivity of the house of Israel; the period of which is call-
ed everlasting : we are assured that their captivity shall
be returned. The forgiveness of the house of Israel, for
their rejection, and crucifiction of Christ, is as certain as

it is evident, that Christ’s prayer, will ever be grante-d,
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Is 1t possible that a petition of Christ should not be oft
fered -in faith, and if offered in fa;th will it not be grans
'ted *(who in his rLght mind will deny this?) and if grans
ted, that transgression, which constituted the grounds of
their rejection, will be forgiven. - Hence, their hduse, is
only, left unto them- dessolute, untﬂi the. time cometh,
when they shall say blessed is ke [ Christ] that combih i
the name of the- Lord.

Assertion. A denial of the eTERxITY of future TorMENTS, leads
tq licentiousness ; becawse without it, there can be no merality.
eply. Itis gianted that aﬂmorahty, built upon eternal tor-
ments, will fali with it ; wi‘en the‘rains descend and beat upon that
house built upon the sand. But all morality, built upon a sense of
God’s goodness, arising ftoma cflange of heart, from internal sen=
sations of gratxtude to the bemgn AUTHOR of our existance, do-
es not stand in need. of: so feble a prop to support it. Yet those-
" who supposg themselves converted, because, restrained from overt
acts through fear of torment, possessing a desire still to.do evil, may
be of a different opinion’; and [ venture to say no others,

. Tue nocrmw of endless misery, has been’ laced uppermost n
‘kHE convErsIon of thé Caristian “world ; and it is feared that tliis
has been THE GRoUND of aﬂdlﬂicu!hes, in, the Crristiaxnworld ; by

‘arest:émm'v men, to POSSESS THE FORM OF CODLINESS, w:thout CHAN-
G156 THEM, To possEss THE POWER.  Tais mode of coxverTting
men, faliss.under Cirist’s censure to THE JEws : Woe unto you
Scribes and’ PHRISEES, HYPOCRITES ! «for ve compmss sea and land
to make one proselite ; and when e is made, ye make Hm twofold
more a caILD of HELL then yoursglves.

Itis the gcodnsss of God, that leads men to repentance, and
the lmowled e of hum, that gives THEJ eternal LIFE,
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