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{Note to Teachers:- Life anywhere in America in the 17th
century was a risky adventure. But nowhere wgs 1t more
glamorous or more tragic than on the French frontier in
Western New York. Here it involved the ambitions not only
of French soldiers, priests,and traders, but of the Red Man
as well., Our object has been to tell the story of New France
from the point of view of the locality of the student. An
added touch of realism may thus be glven to this dramatic
story, setting the stage, at the same time, for the contest
Zg;ilis to follow between the English and French colonial

es,

4
L]

The teacher may find it desirable to supplement this
material by special reports from different students on the
larger phases of the history of New France. The brief bib-
liography at the end of this chapter may prove helpful
should the teacher wish to explore some phase of this sub-
Ject more fully. The list of local markers relating to
this period may help to fix some of these far-off events

in the experience of the students.) ‘
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A chain of forest-clad mountains bound tie English Colonies on
the west. This mountaln wall guarded the colonists from fierce
Indian tribes and encourrged them to settle in farms and villages near
the coast. These colonists still considered themselves to b8 English-
men, They faced the east, and their dreams were of the home~country,
rather than of the vast continent beyond the mountains,

The Dutch, on the other hand, salled up the mighty Hudson to
trade with the interlor tribes. But they corefully respected the
lands and the customs of the Indians. During the half-century when
the Dutch controlled the Hudson valley, they built very few homes.,
They were merchants, living chiefly in trading posts, and they main-
tained friendly relations with the Indians,

The French along the St. Lawrence heard the call of the west
during the seventeenth century. Champlain and his successors eagerly
paddled up the gresat rivers of Canada. They claimed all the lands.
drained by these rivers, and made great plans for a New France in
Amerlica., They hoped to mgke the Indians loyal to the French king,
to convert them to the way of the Cross, and to use their skill as
hunters for the benefit of the fur trade. These plans might have
succeeded if the French had been able to maintain peace among the
warring tribes. Falling in thils, their hopes depended upon the choice
of the strongest tribes ns allies for New France. 1

: ~
589433

When Champlain sailed up the St. Lawrence to found Quebec in .
1608, seversl of the Indian tribes were already at wer with each other,
The Algonquin and Hurons living along the St. Lawrence and north of
Leke Ontario welcomed Champlain and invited him to Jjoin in a campalgn
against thelr enemies to the south. These northern tribes called

A ~ The French Challenge the Iroquols
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thelr southern enemies the Iro
quols, because these enemies, like
polsonous snakes, struck quickly,-killing their victims,

Champlain did not know how stron
g the Iroquols were, He did not
gggw that they were really five tribes Jjoined gn a league for self
e En;e. So he marched with his northern friends down along the shores

of Lake Champlain to meet the Iroquois. That was in 1609, before
either the English or the Dutch had invaded the dountry far beyond the
coast line. The Iroquols had never before heard the guns of the white
men, They fled in terror when Champlain fired his "thunder poles."

But events were to prove that 1t. would te
e peoronie Tooouovs: ake more than thunder to

The League of the Iroquols lived in a string of villages that
streteched across what is now centrsl New York from the Hudson River
almost to Lake Erie, The Mohawks, who lived on the Mohawk River,
and the Senecas, who lived in the Genesee Valley, were the strongest
of the Iroquoils tribes and defended their weaker brothers. None of
the Indians knew how to make metal tools or weapons; they had to
travel on foot or by canhoe; and their bark huts and flimsy stockades
offered little protection agninst the guns of the French. But the
Iroquois made a large number of stone, wood, and clay utensils; they
raised corn, vegetables, and gome fruits; ~nd they were skilled
hunters and trappers, Best of all, they knew how to hunt and fight
in large parties, helplng each other when help was needed. Thus the
"Men of Men," as the Iroauois called themselwes, were a sturdy people,
and the French should have thought twice before they attacked them,

But six years after the first battle, Champlnin made another
bold attack on the Iroquols. The campaign wns plotted =t a great
council fire in the Huron country, about ninety miles north of
present Toronto., While the warriors feasted on stews of dog meat,
the chiefs smoked their plpes and planned n surprise attack on the
central villages of the Lengue. A strong tribe living along the
Susquehanna, south of the Iroquois, had heard of the plan to attack
their enemies, the Iroquois. Delegntes from these southern Indians
came to the council to offer their aid. Etlenne Brdle, Champlaints
young interpreter, agreed to return with these guldes and lead ureir
warriors north to Joln in the attacik on the Iroquois.

It was a bold adventure that young Brlilé undertook in the fall
of 1615, over three hundred years ago. With his guldes he paddled
down from the Huron country into Laske Ontario. He skirted along the
western shore of the leke until he decided to abandon his cesnoes and
strike through the forest, "Pioneer of plonecers", as he has been
called, Brlil€ carefully dodged around the western villages of the
Senecas and finally reached the Indian settlements on the Susquehanna
near present Waverly. But this bold adventurer, the first white man
known to have crossed Western New York, covered his stealthy tracks
so successfully that we cannot trace his route.

Meanwhile Champlnin had crossed the eastern end of Lake Ontario
and found himself in the land of the Iroquois before Brulé and the
southern Indlans srrived. He wns unable to hold back hls eager Huron
warriors, and the battle started before Champlain was ready. At the
gound of the French guns, the Iroquois retremted behind the stocknde
of thelr village. A sicge was attempted, but when Chemplnin recelved
two arrow wounds 1n the leg, his nllies beat a hasty retreat. Two
days leter, Brile arrived nnd watched from n snfe distance the feaste
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ing of the victorious Iroquois. The southern Indlans feared the
vengeance of the League, and slunk back to their lodges on the Sus-
quehanna. Brdle”wandered for two Years among both friendly and

23§t11e Indians before he returned to Canada to tell about his sdven-
eS.

Thus the first attempt to crush the League onl stirred up the
hostility of the Iroquois, Probably the League wasynever ablepto
muster more than five thousand warriors. The combined forece of their
enemlies was much greater; but the Iroquols, by Joining in big war
parties, frequently had the advantage. The French made several
attempts to secure a general peace. But the reckless younger braves
would not give up the hunt for scalps. For thirty years, war parties
fought back and forth. Finglly the Senecas gathered thelr allies ond
set out in one big party to crush the Hurons., When they returned in
1650, not a Huron village was left standing north of Lake Ontario,
Severgl hundred captives were brought back to the Genesee Country for
adoption by the Senecas. The rest of the Hurons fled for refuge to
friendly tribes.

B ~ Priests ~nd Fur Treders

The League's victory over the allies of the French was greatly
aided by the guns they now secured from Dutch traders on the Hudson,
At last the French realized that it would be necessary to win the
strong Iroquols tribes away from the Duteh.

A group of courageous missionaries had helped in the early days
to win the friendship of the Hurons. So the French determined to
follow the same course wlith the League of the Iroquols, In 1656
several Jesuit Fathers and fifty hardy settlers ventured into the
Iroquois country. A trading post, called Fort St. Marie, was
established on Onondaga Lake near the slte of present Syracuse. The
Jesuilts visited the nearby Indian villages, In the fall of 1656
Father Joseph Chaumonot came to the Seneca village on Boughton Hill
near present Victor,

For two years these men lived in the midst of constant danger,
trying to teach the Indians the way of the Cross. Finally the
Iroquois warriors, happy over the defeat of several enemy tribes,
declded to attack the French in their midst. A friendly Indian warned
the missionaries to flee for theilr lives. But the warriors must not
know of their flight. So the misslonaries and traders at Fort St.
Marie invited the Indians to a feast one March night in 1658. Whlle
their guests were enjoying themselves sround big brush filres outside
the stockade, the French escaped through the darkness and were well
on their way to Canada before the Indians learned of their flight,

(These and later missionary activities in thils
region can easily be followed by referring to
Mr. Alexender Stewart's map cited in the bibllio-
graphy at the end of this chapter.)

Another decade of conflict was followed by a new effort to make
peace with the Iroquoils. Several Jesult Fathers agaln ventured into .
the villages of the Leaguc early in 1668. Among them was Father
Jacques Frémin, who located at Totialkton near present Rochester
Junction. There a bark chapel, oalled La Conception, was grected for
him, and thus Father Frémin was the first pastor to live 1n what 1s
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now Monroe County, Father Jullan Garnier and several other Jesuits
came to live among the Iroquols tribes during these years, baptising
thgir converts,

In 1669 the youthful La Salle, Father Galinéé, and several
companlons paddled into Irondequoit Bay on a tour of exploration.
They followed the Seneca Trail to Totlakton where La Salle sat for
hours smoking with the Seneda chiefs. Weeks passed, but still the
Senecas refused to help him explore the Genesee~Ohio trade route.

La Salle could do nothing but continue his course westward along the
Ontarlio shore. He paddled by the mouth of the Niagars River, but
his reports fall to mention a visit to Niagara Falls at this time,
Thus his grand scheme for the exploration of the routes to the
southwest was postponed,

La Salle soon began to make new plans for trade along the Great
Lekes. 1In 1678 an expedition was made ready at great expense and
set out along the south shore of Lake Ontario for Niagara. La Salle
agaln visited the Senecas, landing in Irondequolt Bay on his way to
thelr villages. After presenting many gifts, he secured their
official approval of his plan to build a salling vessel on Lake Erie
and to erect a fortified post at the mouth of the Niagara. When
his boat, the Griffon, was:finally launched upon Lake Erie in 1679,
La Salle was ready to engage in the fur trade on a large scale.

But misfortune dogged La Salle's steps. The Iroquois did not
wish to see the French become strong on Lake Ontario and Lake Erie.
The League had found a profitable market for furs at Albany. There
the Engllish had replaced the Dutch in 1664, and the new traders
offered higher prices for furs than either the Dutch or the French.
Some of the Iroquols chiefs thought that the Griffon would destroy
this trade without bringing them any advantages., Hostilities were
averted, but this was only the beginning of La Salle's difficulties.
The voyage to the west proved disastrous. The Griffon was wrecked
ond lost in a storm; most of the supplies were either stolen or
destroyed; and many of the traders deserted. Yet the brave explorer
was not disheartened and soon set out on new adventures down the
Mississippl River. Meanwhile, the Senecas found many opportuniiles
to pilot rich loads of furs to Albany where they received generous
gsupplles of powder and rum,

C -~ Expeditions to Punlish the Iroquois

The Iroquols soon began to quarrel ggain with the French, The
few Jesuits stilll in the Iroquols villages roused the susplcion of
many of the young warriors. These young men told how they had seen
French missionaries in the tvillages which thelr war parties had
recently captured. The wise o0ld chiefs defended the mlssionaries and
tried to maintailn peace with New France. But the young Iroquols
warriors made new raide against the Indian allies of the French along
the 8t, Lawrence. At last new and inexperienced leaders in New Francc

determined to punish the Iroquois.,

In 1687 a carefully planned expedition set out under Denonville,
Several hundred friendly Indians of the upper lake country gathered
at Niagara to Join in the attack. After a tollsome Jjourney, the
French leader, Denonville, brought his troops and Indlan allles fron
Montreal to Join the western Indians at the mouth of Irondequolt Bny_ )
on July 10. His force of more than a thousand French troops, supportec
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by several hundred Indian allies, landed on the sandy beach where
they built a palisade to protect their boats., Two days later the
army and 1lts painted allles marched south to engage the Senecas
hiding in the hills on the southern border of present Monrce County.

Qutnumbered by these well-equipped troops, the Senecas chose
retreat. But first they decided to ambush the vanguard of the army.
In the late afterncon of July 13, the Senecas took a heavy toll of
lives in the swamp west of present Vietor and then disappeared in
the forest, The army burned four of the chief Seneca villages, cut
down the green corn standing in the fields, and destroyed whatever
else could be found. But, after two weeks of sleepless nights, the
troops were glad to return to their boats and hurry away from the
still undefented Senecas.

Denonville led his fleet of boats and canoes west to the
Niagars River where he planned to build a fort. Fort Denonville, as
1t was called, was to serve as a stronghold for friendly western
Indians, It was to stop all rival fur trade on the lakes. So a log
stockade was erected with much labor on the site of present Fort
Niagara. But the problem of supplying a garrison presented nany
difficultlies, The najor portion of the army had to be transported
back to Quebec before winter set in, The Indian allies quickly
scattered to thelr homelands, A garrison of one hundred French
regulars was left to face a terrible winter in this 1solated post.
These men soon discovered that much of their food supply had spoiled.
Some of those who ventured into the forest ~fter game were captured
and killed by the Senecas. Disease and starvation carried off many
more, The next spring when n rescue party arrived from the east,
only thirteen men were still alive in the fort, and one of those
died on the way to the boats!

The great expedition thus failed to achieve its purpose, and
Fort Denonville had to be abandoned. Soon the Senecas were carrying
“the war down the St. Lawrence to the outskirts of Montreal and
Quebec. Several large nassacres more than avenged the losses
guffered by the Senecas from Denonville!s invasion, Not only the
French troops, but their priests and most of their traders were
driven from the land of the Iroquois. The Ningara gateway to the
fur trade of the interior was again largely under the contol of the
Iroquols, among whom the Senecas were now the strongest tribe,

But the first century of European invasion had produced marked
changes in the situation. European arms, traders, and priests hnd
failed either to conquer or to pacify the tribes. Yet the rovages of
war and the opportunities of the fur trade had greatly changed the
lives of the Indians., Gone were the happy days when each tribe had
relied on its own cornfields and hunting grounds, The Indians had
become trappers and traders. They excianged their furs and gervices
for weapons, for tools and clothing, and, lact but not least, for rum.
If anything was to bring about the final defecat of the Red Man, it
wae likely to be thig lnst article--rum.

But at the end of the seventeenth century the Indian was still
very strong. And strongest of all was the League of the Iroquols
who contolled the outlet of the fur trade. It wans still an open
question whether the French in Canada or the English at Albany would
get the lion's share of this trade and the friendship of the Iroquols.
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HISTORIC MARKERS

Several local and state markers indicate the trails and mark

the sites of Indian and French activity i
seventeenth century, Y in this area during the

1.

Se

6.

8.

10.

Indisn Landing Tablet, on a boulder near Irondequolt Creek
in Ellison Park, stands opposite the place where the
Indlans beached their canoces before striking out over
the Portage Trail to the Genesee River, or south along
the Seneca Trall to the Seneca villages,

Hennepin Chapel Marker, on the Mercy High School grounds

on Blossom Road overlooking the Irondequoit Valley, indicates

the general location of the first chapel within the bounds
of the present county. It was located here in clear view
of the Indians who used the Portage Trail, The tablet
commemorates the services of six missionaries active in
this region during the seventeenth century,

Cobb's Hill Tablet, on a boulder at the base of Cobb's Hill
at Monroe and Highland Avenues, marks a point where the
Indians passed between two of the Pinnacle Hills as they
followed the Portage Trail towards the river,

Red Creek Tablet, on a boulder near the river in Genesee
Valley Park, marks the river end of the Portage Trall,

Seneca Trail Marker, on Route 15, near Pittsford, marks the
point where the trail crosses Irondequoit Creek and the
defile where Denonville's army expected to encounter an
ambush,

Seneca Trail Marker, on Victor High Road at Ballentines Hall
Corners, marks the site of a small Seneca settlement along
the trail.

Seneca Trail Marker, at Bushnell's Basin on Route 15, marks
a portion of the trall that led towards the Seneca town
of Gannogaro, the first to be attacked by Denonville in

1687,

Totiskton Site, on 2 A near Honeoye Falls, marklng the
gite of the principal Seneca town during the period before
Denonville's invasion. A Jesult mission was maintained
here, 1668-1683, and the town was burned by Denonville's

army in 1687,

Denonville Site,on Pond Road in Mendon Ponds Park, marks
the location of one of the over-night camps occupled by
Denonvillels army in 1687,

Honeoye Valley, at the Junctlon of East River Road and
Rush Ridge, marks the general locntion of a clearing
used by the Senecas for corn and other articles,
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Note: Visitors to Rochester's parks can find other Indian markers.
Several of these mark the sites of villages occupied by
the early Algonquin Indians who lived in this region for
Nany years before the Seneca Indians came and drove them
out, Those who are interested in reading about these
earlier Indians can consult Dr. Arthur C. Parker's article
on "The First Human Inhabitante of the Rochester Region!

in the Rochester Historical 8oclety's Centennial History
of Rochester, Vol., I, pages 19 to 24,
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CHAPTER II

English or French in the Genesee Country?
A - Joneaire and the French

Beaver hats for the dandies of London and Paris., furs 1
ladies! Both New France and New York owed their beiﬁg lgrg§§§ E%elr
the demands of this fashion., Most of the English colonists, hemmed
between the mountains and the sea, built homes and tilled the soil.
But the people of New York were traders dealing with the Indians
for furs. Not for nothing had the Dutch founders of New Netherlafds
placed a beaver on the coat-of-arms of the colony, On the other hand,
the fur trade was so important to the French that the merchants of
Montreal and Quebec used beaver skins for money instead of the king's
colns. Thus thé fur trade made an unceasing rivalry between the
French and the English-Dutch traders of New York,

The best route from the beaver lands to the coastal settlements
was the waterway through the Great Lakes by way of the Niagara River,
Naturally, both French and English wanted it. Since the Niagara lay
through the Iroquois country and was the special charge of the
Senecas along the Genesec River, the country ncar Rochestor became
the center of the struggle for the fur trade. The nation which
could win over the Senccas would be the nation to control the Nlagara
portage and recoive the bulk of the fur trade, Denonvillel!s expedi-
tion had made the Scnccas dislike the Fronch and strongthoncd the
friendly foeling of the Iroquois toward the English, 1Indced, so
friendly werc the Iroquois and English that in 1701 tho Five Natlons
gave the King of England the right to protect theclr lands for them
against their cnomies.

It was now clear to the Fronch that the hatchot must be burlod
and the peace pipe smokod with the Iroquois, When the Govornor of
New France looked about for somcone to undertako this task, hc found
no one so well suited for it as a yourz man namod Louls Thomas do
Joncairc., This young man was to bc for many yoors tho contral fi-
gure in the struggle of the English and thoe Fronch for the control
of the Niagara River, the bottlencelr of tho fur tradoq

Several years bofore, young Joncairc had boon capYurod by tho
Senccas and carried a prisoner to tho Gonesoc country. Ilere the
Indians made ready to put him to torturc and death to avenge the
loss of their camradcs killed in battle. But his bravery so im-
prossed the Scnecas that thoy docidod ho was worthy to @dko the
place of a slain warrior, and adoptod him as a mombor of tholr tribe,
For several yoars Jonecalro 1ivod among tho Sonccas, hunting aEdlf .
fishing with them, lcarning thoir language, and cndoering himso f o
the whole tribo. Whon at last hc was froocd with other onnch prf-
soners, the Scnocas folt that they worc saying farowell to one o

thomselvos.

sturnod once more to

© Governor's command, Joncalrc re

hils Sgggaaagrggﬁers and roceived a warm wolcomo, To ploass ?im%ht?g

Senceas wore willing to froe tho romaining Fronch prisoncrEhCnFivg

villages, ' For the noxt fow yoars Jonciiro was ggsgoﬁgﬁigod YO o
d@ tho rolcase of prlsoncrs 4 0

ggtigﬁz.pegzosﬁgﬁgethe Fronch. Holping him in this task worc sovoral
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Josuit priosts who camc to the old missions in the Geneseo country
and strove to make the Senccas the friends of Francco.

They were not ontirely successful, however. The English trad-
ers wore not idle, and Jonecairc often found thom at the council firos
of tho cthor tribes., English goods and prices worc better than -
Fronch. The Iroquois woro willing to makoc poace with tho Froneh,
but they would not promisc to stop trading with the English.

S0 in the winter of 1719-20 Joncairc attempted to pull off a
trick play. Carcfully he talked with the chiefs during the long
winter ovenings in the long houscs, Ho wished to dwell pormancntly
among thec Senccas, he said, but he wanted a housc of his own. Ho
askoed for permission to build his house whorecver ha wished in the
Sencca country. The Scnecas saw nothing wrong in this, cven whon
he asked for land upon the Niagara River. Thoy had long rofuscd both
Freneh and English the right to build a trading post on the Niagara,
for they dld not want the whitec men in their land. Moreover, they
feared that such a post would cut tho profits they made by carrying
furs cast to the white mon. But if Joncairc, onc of thomselvos,
#ished to build a house upon the Niagara River, that was simply
- granting the land to a Scncca, and they gladly gave him what he askod.

The English, howcver, took a diffcront viecw whon they hoard of
Joncairet's housce. Truc, the "houso", near prosont Lewiston, was a
trading post rather than a fort, but thoy folt that it was dangorous
to their trade. They sent a mcessengor at onco to the Fivo Nations,
At Scneca Castle (ncar proscnt Goneva), the English romlndod the
chicfs of tho League that the Iroquois had given tholr land to tho
King of England to protect for thom. MHow, against all promisos, tho
Senoceas had allowed the Fronch to build upon that land. Thoy warnod
that the Froench would sond an army and the Iroquois would soon find
their country rulod by the Fronche The Iroquols were alarmod, and
rcadily agrecd to send thoir chloefs with tho English to order Jon-

gcalre to toar down thc houso.

When tho Fronch rofusod to do so, a groat council was agaln
nssombled at Scnoca Castlce Thoro Joncalre rosc and spokos Ho
accused the English of being concornod morely hocauso thoy fearecd
the loss of thc Indian tradc. Ho could not answer tho claim of the
English that thoy gave the Indlans bottor goods and pricos for tholr
furs, but hc spoko so well that the Scnocas woro swaycd to his sldo.
Thoy promiscd, aftor all, not only to allow, but to protocct his
"house"., Tho Fronch wore victorious, and tho English loft in dlsgust.

.
n

The FEnglish werce not discouraged long. Thoy locked about for o
favorable placc to locatc a rival trading post, andothoy docided to
try Irondcquolt Bay. This bay was ono of tho principal gatoways to
tho Senocase From its head, trails led toward tho soutgorn hills
whoro the Sonoccas had tholr villegos. It was ond cnd of a groat
portage which lod to the Gencsce River and a routo to tho Ohio Rivor.
At the foot of this bay, noar prosont Soa Broozg, wasotho landing
whoro Dononvillo's army had camped; buE his gort decs ugblos had bcon
burned over thirty years boforc. The "housce" on the Niagara was
scarcoly a yoar old when & small party of tradors, sont by the Eng=-
11sh Govornor of Now York, pushod through tho wildcrnoss and cstabe
1ished thomsclvos ncar the head of Irondcquelt Ba?. In BEllison Park
today. you may sco a trading post bui}t of logs that staan onqtho
site of the stockadc those tradors built. It was callcd Fort Schuy-
lor.# Thoy brought goods with thom to trado both with tho Sonccas
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and with the "far Indians" that came frem the upper Lakes. But the
expedition was not as successful as had been hoped, and after a few
months the English returned to Albany. Though Irondequeit Bay was
loeng talked of by both English and French as a good place for a fort
or trading post, no further settloment wos actually madce., Instead,
the English continued to offor better trade at Albany, and looked
for a location necrer their scttlements. This they found in Oswego,
and there thoy established a trading post and fort, the first English
stronghold upon Lake Ontario.

meanwhile, on the Niagara, the French found that the better
prices offered at Albany made many Indians prefer to trade with the
English. Then, too, the French were always fearful that the English
meank to attack Niagara, for they knew that no peace between French
and English could last lcng. Joncaire and the French governor felt
that the wooden storehouse should be replaced by a stone fort, So
at the Iroquois councils, and espccially those of the Senecas,
Joncaire urged that the French be allowed to build a stone house that
would not burn down and would be & =sofoer pliwes for goods and furs. Per-
mission for this was harder to win than for the wooden storchouse,
but at last presents and smooth words mrevailed. An cngineer from
France planned a fortified stone hcuse leocated at the point wherc the
Niagara River flows into the lake. Two ships were built to carry the
stone across Lakc Ontario; ond in 1726, the "castle" of Fort Niagara
was begun. There it stands today, the oldest building in northern
United States, west of the Mohawk River,

As the chiefs of the Five Nations watched the walls of the stone
house rising, they began to fear its effcct. The white man's power
wus growing, and who knew whoere it would stop? Even the Senccasg verae
troubled. One of tho chiefs spoke to Joncaire with prophetic words,
"I percoive my death approaching. It is you and the English who come
to destroy us."

During the succeeding years, many Frenchmen visited western
New York. Joncaire came and went continually, socthing the fears o1
the Senecas regarding Fort Niagara, trading 'ith thom and constantly
encouraging friendship for Frence. Ho sent two of his sons, Daniel
and Chabert, to grow up among the Sonecus and boc.mo mcmbers of the
tribe. Lake Ontario was the great bthorcughfare between the teowns of
the St. Lawrence and the wilderness outpests, and nony a French cinos
put in to camp along its shores. One of these Froenchman visited both
the lower fulls of the Genesoc and Sodus Bay. He rcported thgf‘alls
largely inhabited by rattlesnckes, and told how his Indien guides
killed forty-two without receiving a single ovite.

But while friendship zrcw betwcen thre Scnecas. and the French,
the eastern tribes of the Ircouois Leagure did not look go favorably
npon the French. This vas especlally true o tho lichawks, who were
friendly with the Englfsh., Scnecas and Mohnuks w.re the older
prothors" of the Irogucic - the mosh pewerful two nstiuns or the
Zcazuc. Now, to the west, the Senecas werc fricndly to the French,
wrile to the east the Mchawks welcomed the In:lish, Thus'tho i
League of the Irogquois was divided. The effoct of the white man wos
seen in other ways as well. French and English goods took the

This should not be confused with Ft. Schuylcr on the site of_Uticn
or with Ft. Stanwix, which was rcnamed Fr. Schuyler by the patriots
during the Revolution,
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Place of th . , ~12~
Stopped thog old Indian articles, More and more of the Iroquois
Although thAr farmingoto become troppers of the white mon's furs,
mission of ghFive Nations had becomc the Six Nations by the ade
Indians, wn e Tuscororase their power wos deelining, The western
turea béldlo §n°e walked in fear of the mighty Iroquois, now vene
kindlecq thy hrough their territory, Whon the council fimve wos

> w36 chicfs no longer spoke of driving the white mon out.

NOW th e .
friend:Y wondercd whother Fronch or English would moke the bost

B = Sir William Johnson

In the coursc of time Joncairc‘diod, and his sons took over
?i;bg:rgfaggngFFhe Scnecas, striving always to win over the other
Fnelish ¢ Five Nations, -Bgt now they found that more than

ng.Llsn goods opposcd thoms William Johnszon hod comc to the Mohawk
Valley. Adventurc had called this ambitious young man from Irelond
to the managemont of his uncle's wilderness ostate on the Mohawk
frontier, There Jonnson lccorned to know and likc the Mohawks, He
learncd their language, took port in their gomes and sports, and
even occasionally worc the Indian dress, Morcover, he conducted a
Just and foir trade with them. Whilc mony whitc tradors sought

to cheat the Indians, the Mohawks soon lcorned that they could
count on the honesty of William Johnson, ‘The fome of his fair
dealing spread among the other tribes of the Iroguois aond did much
to increasc their regard for the English. The Mohawks adopted
William Jolmson and mede him a wor chiof of their tribe, Among
them, he held the placce that Joncalrc ond his sons enjoyed among
the Senecas. As the ycors went on, he became a wealthy and ine
flucnticl man, His grcet housc ncar Johnstown wes the scene of
many an Indizsn council where "Warrcghiyagey", ns the Mohawks called
him, spoke always of the chain of fricndship that should bind tho
English and the Iroquois. After hc wos made Superintendent of
Indian Affairs, he had the king's cuthority bchind his words, So
valuable to the English was Johngson's influcnec among the Iroquols
thet the king knighted him and made him Sir Williom Johnson,

Mcanwhile, thc Frcnch begoan to plant a string of forts al ong
the Ohio Rivere The Governor of Virginia dispatched young George
Washington to warn the Frcench that thoy wore trcspassing on British
'soil, Therc, on thc Ohio, Washington met onc of Joncairel!s sons
who had becen scent to that rogilon to win the Indians to the French
cousc, The French had no intention of giving up their forts, for
they wonted the Ohlio-Mlgsissippl route to conncet theoir separcted
colonics of Canada and Louwisiana, On the other hand, the growing
English colonios would not rcmain shut in bchind the Appalachians,

Soon the French and Indien War flomed along the fronticr from
Maine to Georgla. NMany on Indian wgr porty from Canada ond the
wost nidcd the French cnd brought fire ond slaughter to the fron=-
ticr sottloments, On New York's fronticr worc the Iroquols,
Could William Johnson hold thom to poacc or would the Joncaires
persuadc them to follcw the Fronch, Sir Williem mct the Flve No-
tions at their groot council firc at Onondaga and;t@orc they

ledged thelr noutrelitye Tho Mohawks dcclarcd their willingness
go follow thoir white war chief, Sir William Johnson, into battley,
and many a warrior from the other tribes joingd thicme But whon
the Iroquois saw tho French agoin and agein vietorlous, thelr
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10yalty wcakoned, The Joneccires werc always ameng th 1
urging them to fight for Fronco. When thoyEnglicﬁ fogttg%bggﬁogo
foll thore were five hundred warriors from the Five Nations among
the Indion allics of the conquering French, Sir William was hard
put to it to prevent the whole Iroquois Leaguc from going over to
the French, Only the Mohawks remailned faithful,

Thon the tide of battlec turneds The great English prime minis-
toer, Pitt, comec into power, and undcr his lcadership, the English
colonics begen to win., On the Ohio, theo English took Fort Duquecsnc
and ree-nomecd it Fort Pitte On .Loke Ontario, the destruction of
Oswego was avengcd by the capture of Fronch Fort Frontcnac across
the lake, and a great expedition was planned to capturc Fort Niagaroe
The chances of an English victory werc so good that Sir William
Johnson did not find it hard to enlist the Iroquols in the attach
on Niagara, Even the Scnecas of the Gonesee Counbtry, who had boen
most friendly to France, declared their willingness to help drive
the Prench over the falls of Niagara. Whon the English and Ameri-
cans assembled at Oswcgo, hundreds of tho Iroquois came into camp
to join them,

During the surmecr of 1759 laden boats tolled up the Mohawk
River from Albany and Schenectody, corrying troops ond provisions
for the attock on Niagara. Over the portage, down winding Wood
Crcek_to Oneida Lakc, ond out through the Oswego River to Lako
Ontario they went, On the sitc of the ruincd Oswogo fort they
built fortifications. Pasrt of the army remained to guard against
o French attack on tho roccre. The rest, with Johnason's Iroquols,
emborked in small boats for the voyage along the Ontario shore to
Niagara,

Tt was hard work transporting the loden boata, but betwoen
sailing and rowing, they reached Sodus Bay thot night. Tho second
night found them at Irondequoit Bay, and hcrc the army gpent the
next day cooking food, for there would be 1little timc for thls when
tley rcached Niagara. The next camp was at Braddocl:'® Boy, w@ich
they named in honor of their cormander, Genoeral Prideaux. This
gentleman, in spite of his Fronch appearing nome, was an %ng%lshman“
and probably pronounced his namc in the English fashion, "Priddocks”.
At any rate, we may bo sure that the fronticrsmen so pronouﬂced it,
and as time went on "Priddoclks! Bay" become "Braddock's Boy'. So
today poor Gencral Pridecoux! namc can only bo.found upon the old
maps of the region, and many of ugs wrongly thlqyg,that our Braddogk's
Bay wasg namcd aftcr the General who fell wear FUrt DugucsncCe. William
Johnson was more fortunatoc, snd the site of the noxt camping placc,
Johnson's Crecekl still bears his namo.

at last the army CRIuC to Niagarc. quthis time thero were

nine ﬁgndged Iroquolis among them,mior thcqgﬁu;agi iﬁg gfgicﬁo§gi€g
) ; rmping places The conmanco ¢ 0T
gggasggfigoogggzﬁg %Es ztgut wolls and prceparecd to fight 1t out, 4
He mew that away to e west the French commqndefs on_tho Ohio an
Take Erie were stripping thoir forts of men to br+ng an army of
French and Indians to nis aide If ho could hiold out until their
rival, the English might be defeateds So the ;ioge went one

don val,Pridoaux was killed and Sir William Jchnson took ovor tho
Gonﬁzid Warned of the coming of the rcsculng forcées, he sct an
g;%;ah for them on the portagc rood from the falls, That day, tho
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French Captain, anxiously looking toward the helgats of Lewiston
heard firing, but so faint did it scem thot he thought it mcrcly’
o slkdrmishe Whon o letter came through the lincs from Johnson with
the news of thc utter defeat of the Fronch, he did not belicve it.
Not gntil an officer whom he had sent under a white flag to the
English coamp roturncd, would he belicve that most of the Fronch of-

ficers were prisoners in tlic Bnglish comp, Nothing remained but
surrcnder,

Among the officers within Fort Niagara whon it surrcndered worc
the twe sons of Joncaire, Thoy watched the lilics of Fraonco descend
forever from the fort their father hod done so rmech to build,
Williem Johnson had won. For asg the Union Jackrose to the flagstaff,
they saw the warriors of the Five Nations, even their Scneca bro-
thers, ranged bencath it. So the French left westorn New York,
even as thoy were soon to leave New Francc, to the English conquercrs.
While Johnson was busy at Niegarc, English armiles werce occupylng
the Ohio Valley and marching up through Lalte Champlcin into the
very heart of Canada; Wolfe was bofore Qucbec, As Sir Williom
Johnson journeycd back aclong Lake Ontorio to Oswego, the Iroqueils
cverywherc caiic to greet him and tell hin of thelr fricndship.
Beneoth the banner of England they hoped to find protcetion in the
peaceful cnjoyment of their lands for many yearse But the day was
not distant when the fertile Ircquois lands would luok good to the
pushing Ancrican settlers, ond the British flag would no longer
guard the Indicns! intercesto.
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HISTORIC PLACES

Sencea Castle (or Kanodesaga). On Preompbicn Road, on

the western outskirts of Goneva, once stood the Indion
townfvhoro thg great council about Joancairce'!s house on
the.hlagara River was held, You may still scc an old
Indian burial mound clusc by, '

Fort Schuylcr, This stockade, crcéted by the English-

Dutch traders, has recently been rebullt in Ellison Parke

~Jdoncaire's "house" on the Niagare. If you cver visit

Lewiston and cross the Qucenston bridge to Canada,
look alcng thc road that leads down to the bridge. You
will scc the placc where Joncoire built his wooden
trading post in 1720,

Fort Niasara., If you drive north of Lowiston to the lake,

you can visgit the cctual fort built by the French in
1726 to guord the fur trade. It was this fort that
Johnson and the English coptured in 1759,

Se¢  _Oswedos In Osworo today thore i o modern fort, Fort

6.

Ontario, This i1s built very clusc to the place whore
the nmen loft behind when the Bnglish morched agoincst
Niagara built o fort,

Mcreh ageinst Nicparoe, Sodus Boy, Irondequoelt Bey and
Braddock's Bay arc ncarby placces where Sir Willlom
Johngon cnd the English compeds
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CHAPTER III

Fifty Years of Change in the Genesee Country

A - The Genesee Country in the Revolution

It has been said that when England defeated France in 1763, she
won a province and lost an empire., So long as there was danger from
the French, the colonies clung to the mother country for protection,
but once this threat was removed, Americans began to complain about
many grilevances and wrongs, For instance, they did not like the
British protection of the Iroquois lands. Under the influcnce of Sir
William Johnson, the great friend of the Six Nations, the British
kept the Iroquois and other Indian lands for the Indimns alone. A
bouadary line was drawn between the colonies and the Indlan country
from Canada to Florida; west of this line no whites were allowed to
settle. Thus the colonists who had looked forward to settling in the
lends they had won from France were bitterly disappointed, They did
not care that the Indians were the real owners, They only thought
how the English were keeping them from fertile lands, Another
grieVance was thus added to those which finally cost England her
colonies,

The American Revolution rudely interrupted the pesceful 1life
the Senecas hed enjoyed on the Genesee during the years of English
rule. The tribes of the Six Nntions did not cleslly understand the
quarrel between King George ond his American subjects., They only
knew that Sir William Johnson had taught them loyrlty to the king,
who had sent them presents and protected their lands, Sir Willlam
was now dead, but they remembered the treaties of friendshilp they
had made with him, and the falr dealing and Just treatment he had
always given them, On the other hand, there was often bad feeling
between Indlans ~nd colonists, Settlers frequently pushed into the
Iroquols lands in spite of the law., White border ruffians often
nurdered friendly Indians, including women and children. Thus it was
not difficult for the English to persuade the Iroquois to tanke up the
- hatchet against the colonists,

The Genesee Country became the base for attacks on the New York
frontier and ralsed both men and supplies for the British cause,
War perties from the Seneca villages burned houses and killed
settlers in the Mohawk Valley and terrified even Schenectady and
Albany. In the safety of thelr own villages the Seneca women grew
the crops which not only fed the Indians, but sent food supplles to
the British army in Cenada,

Therefore, 1n 1779, an Americen army was assembled at Tioga, in
northern Pennsylvania, to carry the war into the very heart of the
Genesee Country. Washington himself had carefully planned its march,
In command he placed the able general, John Sullivan, with orders to
destroy the Iroquols villages -~ every house, every fleld of corn,
every orchard and frult tree, anything that could give food or shelter
to the enemy. The terror-stricken frontier must be made safe and the
British weakened by the ruin of thelr allies,
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Falthfully the arny.corricd out thesce ordors, The attern

P o Lad 1C 3 "Se The attempt of
g?ONgﬁig:uh(une Iroqgmls to stop the inveders feiloed et the Bgttlc
troctog :§~w§oh§ Elidra).  After thet the discouraged Indians roe
the caﬂtuoidoyofogoro the steody march of the Arcricans, Up cleng
eanand;i ;ﬁ Hory cncea, Lake, westward scross thoe northern onds of
corns lg &, Homlock nnd Honcoycy the smolto of burning towvms and
4 ‘1e 8 rose cbove thce foreat ag Sulliven's crmy pushed through
the wildernesse Indian voron -ngd children fled torrorestricken

toward thc safety of the British fort at Niapgara,.

At the hcad of Conosus Lake the Soncers tricd to ambush tho
American army, But this feiled whon &n Arcrieon ‘scouting porty rce-
turnigg from a scarch for the loecaticn of an Indion townj surpriscd
the hiddon Indians, Most of the scouting cxpedition was killed or
capturcd, but the alarm saved the nain arirye Tho Indians f£lcd, and
tho Amcricans rcached the village of Little Beord!s Town (near
Genesco) in safety. As they ontored the village, they found the
bodics of Licutcnont Beyd, the lcader of the sccuting porty, ond onc
of his men, named Parker, both slain by the maddencd Indicnse The
trec boncath which thesce men were torturcd and killed still stands
between Loiscester and Genescoe, Sulliven burncd this village with
all its orchards ond cornficlds, but the inhabitonts, hidden in tho
woods, cacoped,

, Whon the army rcturncd to Ponnsylvania, therce was hardly cnough
food lcft in 2ll the fertile Genesce Country to lkeop the Indians '
fron starvinge. That winter wae an cgpceially hord cno, and tho
suffering among the tribos was gcveorc. Mony of thien only managed

to 1ive beecausc of the foet thot the English gorrigon ot Niagara

gave them foode Among the Scncecs ob this time wos the white woman,
Mary Jemison, Capturcd as o ehild in an Indian raid on hor frontier
home in Pennsylvenisz, siic hed boen cdopted into the Scncea tribe and
had l1lived anmong theom for nany happy ycoars, Now the coming of the
white invaders forced her to flee from the burncd villagsces on the
Genesceoy and with her childroen she made o ceconty living at a doscrtoed
cloaring cn the river flats., Meny of the Scneccs never rcbullt their
homes on the Goncsce, but cottlced further wost on Buffalo Crcoks

But as soon as they werc coble, they cgein reided the villages in tho
Mchawk and Schoharic volleys, burning cobing and scolplng scttlors

in rovenge for tho sufforing of the Genescce Country,

Eowcver, therc werce far ronching results of Sullivan's oxpedi-
tion, os Washington had forcscche The morch of Sullivan's army gave
the new nation o claim to the Nicgarc when poacce wag finclly de-
clared, Hod it not been for this oxpedition, the wastoern boundary
of New York Statc might hove been the old Indlan line near Romo,
end wo nmight todey be 1living in part of Crnmadoe Togotlior with_
Georpge Rogers Clark!s march through tlic Nort@wostwfcrritory, it preo-
vontod the possibility thot the wostorn boundary cf the Un%tod
Statos would be fixcd at tho Appalochians, Thgso two oxpcdltions
helped to save tho Moot for the United Stotcd,

B = Thc End cf Indian Ovnership

e 26 stin arogc ag to
¥ o with Groat Britcoin, tho qRoss L " o
tho 6$£2;§h§;oogo%ﬁﬂ wostorn lands the co%oiiguslhﬁd win;fd 58 longs
) ” - ~o lond, but both Now Yorl and
Thc India.ns ‘bhOu[’;l’lt th'cy J\mOd 1(:;‘-1(;]?10800 éountry s inclu{_‘lcd in t]_"_o
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State appointed coumissioncrs who mot at Hartferd, Ccnnceticut in
1786 ang erranged o compromiscs Now York was given the right to
Eovern the disputed territory, while Masscchusctts wes given the
right to scll the land, once it had beon sccurcd fron the Indians,
This mecant that the Gonescoe Country was part of New York Statc, but
that theo treasury of Masscchusotts would got the money from the salc
of land to secttlorse

This quostion was hordly scttled whon land speculation bogon,
Throughout thc Unitcd Statcs it was the prectice for c.npenics or
groups of mon to buy groat trocts of wilderness land cheaply, with a
vicw to sclling them in small lets to settlers at a rmch Ligher
pricces Such werc the plans of Oliver Phelps and Nathanicl Gorhen
who bought 21l of New York State from Scneea Leoke to the Gonosce
River, together with 200,000 acrcs wcet of the river. This oxtra
200,000 acrcs had becen sceured by a trick, for the Scnceos had rc-
fused to give up any land west of the Genoscece, Tho story gocs that
Phclps then asked the Sonceas to scll him cnough land on the weost
side of thc river for a nill, The Scnceas, thinking it would be
oniy a fow acres agreced, only to find later thot they had sold him
a tract of land about twcelve miles wide, ond twonty-cight milcs longd
Whothor this story is truc or not, Phclps pave 100 acfes of this
land, at the uppcer falls of the Gencsce, to Ebcncgzer 8llan on condi-
tion that hc build a mill ot thet plece, This wos long cclled the
"Mill Lot", Ebcnczer (niclthamed "Indian") Allan built the first
nllls in this rcegion on that lot in 1789, That was the samc year
that George Wachington beeaiie the first president of the United
States, But thcerc werc sco feow pcoplc here thot he could rot keop
eilther his saw mill or his grist wmill busy. Aftor a fow ycars tho
saw nill weas burncd cnd the grist nill wes wnghed over the falls,
Today the 100 cers troct is but a snecll scetion of downtown Rochostor,
whilc the 200,000 acrc troct is o lorge part of westcrn Monroc Cowjtye

Phclps and Gorhom svon found themscelves uncable to pay the state
of Massachuscttse The Gonoscce Country wes stlill a long way from
"eivilization" and scttleomcnt was slawe Thoy wero forecd to scll
most of it to Rcebert Morris, the man was hed jiven go mmeh nmonry to
the Revolution, He, in turn, scld it to o group of Englishmon. Be=-
causc the chicf of thesc invssters wes Sir William Pultoncy, the
land is somectirnies celled the Pultency Estatc. But the Phelps aond
Gorhom Purchase is o morc frogquent name for this largo soction of

the Gconesce Countrye

80 tho whitc man took.pocscssion of tho hemeland of the Sonccrse
The Iroquois had been groduclly pushed out of t@oir lands. Agein and
cgain, they had given up part of thelr lend, Fhlnk;ng t9 hold tho
rost in poaco and sccurity, and ogain ond cpgain, tge whitc rian de-
manded morce Aftecr 1797, only a smoll nncunt remained to the once
poverful Iroquols as Indlion rcgorvotions, cnd the 1lrnd componlos cven
succceded in eheating thor of much of this in 1a§ur yoors, The Stu?y
of the Genesco Country is honceforth the story of the whitc sottlorc.

¢ -~ Secttling the Gonosoo Country

; divided the land into townships and lcita,
S Sory Daan bo ke ~h thc wilderncsse. Genove,

than scttlers began to mcke thelr way throug ss nGVE
Canandaiguo and EIOOmfiold had o feow houscs by 1790, and thore w%s o)
tavern and storc at the river cpossing ot Avon. On thomshoros 0

Sonceca Lake a rcligious sect cstablishod o corrmunity. Thesc people
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Wcic the folluwers of Jomima Wilkinson who clairied to be divine and
gi lecd h9rsclf "The Universal Fricend", To aveid thoir jeering, cri-
cal neighbors, thoy sought o home in the wilderncss, The first

wheat grown scc Country wos ot raiscd o 5 g
in 1788, in the Gecnoscce Country wos thot ralscd on thelr fornms

It remained, howcver, for an cnterprisin: rcal ostatoe agent to
attract large numbers of scttlers to the Genescc Country. When
Charlcs Willionson was appcintod tc¢ scll land in tho Pultcney Estato,
he moade great plans for its developmont. He 1oid out towns and roads,
built hotcls and thoateors, and tricd by cvery rcons to bring sottlors,
Circulars were printcd and sent throughout the East, telling of tho
becauty and advantoges of the Genescc C.untry, Prominent citizons
from Virginia to Now Englond, and coven in Cancds, rcccived lotters
urging them to buy Genesce lands,

Williamson staged foirs and horsc roccs to attract attention to
his huge subdivision., Onc of the ncst foncus of thosce cdvertising
stunts wos held at the new town of Bath in 1796, A thouscond acres
of land was clcarcd for racc coursc and foirgrounds, and a thecter
was builte Williamson invited gontlemoen to bring thelr favorite
horscs to racc cgainst his "Virginia Nell", once =f the moest foncus
race horscs of the tirc, Guidoes were gtotioned. in 211 the principal
citics to conduct the visitors through the forcsts to the "for-famod'
CitVeeessin the lands of crystcl lakes ond monoricl parks", as onc of
the circulars put it, So skillfully did Williomson paint the plorics
of his forest fair, that instcad of the 2,000 cxpected visltors, over
5,000 sight-sccers joltced over Indian trcils and roughly bullt roads
to crowd the littlc town <f Bath,

Although "Virsinia Ncll™ wos boaten by "Silk Stockings" in the
racc, the fair wes o rouging succcsse 411 the time, Willicmson's
salesmon noved among the crowds, sclling o fow acros, or o township,
depending on the wealth of the buycere Tho price of land rosc from
25¢ an acrc to $2 and $4. Morc thon cne citizen in the East cone
pld ned of the dizzy crazo for Gonesce lmnd that had scized the
‘younger generation., Onc Pennsylvonie forer wroto to the newspopors
thot his son had boen "to Both, the cclobroted Bath, ond has just
roturncdess . having spent his noncy, swappced awey ry horsoc, caught
the fover and cguc, and what is worsc, that horr;q disordor,'whlch
some call 'torra-phobia!" (land madnces). When Willlcmson finishod,
the Unitod Statos was distinetly "Gencsce Country conscious.

Sti1l thore was ruch to be donce Tho gront nood of all1nowly
opcned country in Amcricn  was roadse, The firct piungg?3jngqu thuir
way over Indian tranils, chopping down treces to @qko~thgg yido onough
for the passage of theolir wogonse. They had no tlmQLu? noons to up;
root the stumps, which rcmained in the woy tO.upF:u WEGONS and trip
horscs and oxcn, Brush wag thrown across ruddy placos to ¢nablo
wazons to pass, but this scon rott?d end t@o noext conor sagkiﬁub-doog
inothc mmud, Towns nade cleorings in the w1l§crnoss, but botween 1:%:131.L :
wore mllcs of thiclk, uncut forcst, through wnic?vnarrgw, 11t§%o roads
wound in the shadow of tho crent brceese Thgro Wore fcwwa%dguq ac-o
cross the strosus, and thc scettlers riust d?lVO their gruaclgo “agoﬁg,
down the slippery bank and through the waggr‘of a fo? E28f§~agoﬁh I
there was no placc shollow ocnough for fo?qlng, they muin zat cir
cords across, ond wacn the rivers werc swollen after heavy rains,

this was often a dangorous prococdinge
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epcn %2 gﬁgso carly days the door to tho Gencucc Country sccomed to
built ong ofsouth._ So at least Charles Willicmson thought when he
the Susquon the Tirst roads in the Genesco Country couthwards toward
into this rﬂnpa Rivoer in 1792, Many of the corlicst scttlers camc
flourishin.G%lon fron t?o gsouth ond node the sottloment of Bath a
Utica to G§ o, But in }797 tho Great Genosce Road wag built fron
of Settlor:n;ndalgua’ and in the foll.wing yeors inercasing numbors
York Statc. ollowed the old Indian route ccrosc the heart of Now
S0m6 co;rn' Through the Genesocce C.untry this road followed mmech tho
Stagocoacﬂooa° docs U, S, Routc 20 todaye That samc yoor tho first
travel o1l EETV%CO began over the new roade Travellers could now
nstond shi ¢ way from Utica to Geneva, ncarly 100 milcs, in tho

Stonisiingly short time of throc deysl

Gradually a roaod was pushed north from Cancndaipua, as a fow
scttlers turncd off the Gonosco Road toward the lakcs Forms worc
clearcd around Pittsford, and in 1796 tho township (then ccolled
Northficld) had its first town nectings About the samo tine ambie
tious plans werc made for a lake port ncor the old Indion Landing at
the head of Irondequoit Bay:; no sooncr hod the first fow buildings
boen orccted before it was glven the name of Tryon City. It wos,
however, short lived, Most of the lakc trade chosc the scttlomont
of Charlotte ot the mouth of the Genesce in preforcnce to the long
sall up Irondcquoit Bay and Crocks In 1805 Charlutte beecme the
official port of the Genescc rogion, Scveral mlles up the river,
ncar whatbt is now tiho western ond of Veotoran's Mcmorial Bridgc, a
little group of scttlers founded King's Londing, or as it wos lator
called, Henford'!s Londing, Herc and there through what is now Monroc
County, ploncer fericrs worc planting crops between the trec stunps
of other small cleocringc,

At the falls of the Genesco, howevor, rattlosnakes and bullfrogs
were the principal inhebitontse Gencsco fevoer haunted its swanps and
kopt most scttlers away. Ebonozer Allon's mills, on the west bank
necar the placc wherc Broad Streoet now crosscs the river, had follen
into ruine His 100 acrc troet hod boen purchnucd by Coloncl Nothoe
‘nicl Rochester, Coluncl Williwmi Fitzhurh, and lcjor Charles Corrcll
in 1803, Thesc rien rccognizod the futurc veluc of its watcr powor
and folt thoy hed made a good borgein whon they paid $1,750 for it.
Today that would buy only &« very feow fceot of the samo loand, Unlike
Charles Williaomson, with his coperness to bring in sottlers, thosc
proprictors werc contont to let cvents tolie their natural courscs
The Gencsco Falls had no press cgent to promote thelr scottlemont,
and o8 late as 1810 pcople were shockod at the weoste of btax=poyers!?
rnoncy when the state voted o bridge at tho fallse

But the world was moving weste In gpite of throeats of war, all
over the Unitcd States ox=-carts werce croeaking and jJolting - into
Ohio and Illinois, into Kontucky and Tonncsco, cnd ovon into the
boclkwoods around Rochesters Aftor clpht yeonrs of ovmorship, tho
proprictors of the 100 acrc trnct divided thelr trcc-covercd land
into village lots ond offored thom for salce The first fomily to
occupy & dwellinp housc in the "village" wos the Serenton family,
who cclebrated tho Fourth of July, 1812 by noving into a cobin on
the sitc of tho prozont Powors Bullding,

The village thus bopun grow slowly. War hed been declorcd with
gngland, and Rochostor was too ncar the Cancdion border for confort,
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Indcod, its fcw inhabitants were subjeet to scrrcs oo crulsing Bri-
tish waprships occasionally appeored ot the river mcuth, ILittlo
progress wes nade in clouring land. A fow cobinsg huddled cround
both onds cof thc bridges Streots that appeorcd so bravely cn the
nap were actually o few :mady cort trocks, winding around troce
stwaps and finclly disopnecaring In the unbroken forcste. Morshy
ground and swanps gove the sottlomont the niecknome of "Mudtown™

and causcd the fcever which so often afflicted its scanty population,
Deer camec to the dcer-lick but o fow yoris away, oand welves werc 8o
nunicrous that o roward was offorced for coch once killed,

Thug, the first scttlers ot Rochestor left the inercosing cci-
forte of the East behind and began apein the strugsle to bulld new
homes on the fronticr, It was the scme strugtle which hod boen
started by the first colonists who landed cn the Lmcricon shores
nearly two hundred ycars beforc, Thcy werc o port of a great weste
ward narch thot wag to ond only when the Pacific was ronched; and
during tihoce years the growth of their scttleoment was to be part
of the zrcwth of all America,.
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HISTORIC PLLCES

A

1, Sullivan!s March, Thorc arc scveral ncrkers olone the hih-
ways to show whore once Sulliven's scldicrs Dazsod. If
you go to Elmira, you mnoy sce the monumoent m&rkinr the
sitc of the Battlc of Newtown, whore the British and
Torics worc defcatods, Sullivan burned Scncea Costlo
near Genevae, Nearor by, thero is a ronutiont in tho ’
village of Honcoye mewking Sulliven's routc around tho
head of Honcoye lako, There is also o morker on the
west side of Concsus Loke. On the highway between
Ledicesteor and Gonesco, you may scc the sitc of Little
Beard's Town and the troc bencath which Boyd and Porlcr
woerc killeds Mony yoars later their Bodics woro brought
to Mte Hopc Comotery, and thorc you rniey scc tholr pgraves,

2¢ Mory Jomison. In lebtehworth Park stands a stotuc of Mery
Jomison ag she lookoed when she first came to the Gonosco.
Ncarby is o cabin which she built for onc of her deughtors,
Mery did not actually live at Lotchworth Park, howcver,
but about five milos north of it,

¢ Phelps and Gorhom Purchcsce Tho old Preorption Road, on
which the sitc of Scneea Castle is loucated, was once
part of the cogtern boundary of the Phelps and Gorheon
Purchaosce It wosg loter found thot the surveyors hod
mad% o mistoke and thot the real boundary loy further
caste

4. Tryon City. 4 ncrker ot the ontrince tc Elliscon Pork
shows thc cite of this occrly scttlomcent,

S5¢ Honford!s Landinc, In Leke avenuc, cervss from Kodek Pork,
you ray scc o little ¢ld ecuctory. In this crc buricd
soric of the settlers of the hamlet of Hoanfordts Landing,.
If you wallr down Hanford Londing Road to Maplewood Park,
you will be standing; on the bank cbove the site of the
old scttlciient,

6e "Indian" Allan, In the wall of tho building of #3 Graves
Strcct is o tablct telling that Allan's mill once stood
therce The millstonce from this mill may be scen in

the Court Housce

7 Thc Scrantom cabin. A tablot on the Powers Bullding narks
tho placc whorc the first log ccbin in the Ono Hundred

Acrc Treoet otood,

8 Coloncl Rochcgtor's Housce &+ tablct on tle Bevier Bullding
of Mochonice Institutc, Spring snd North Vashington
Strcets, morks the sitc of Coloncl Ruchester's housce
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CHAPTER IV

The Birth of a City

A = Flour and the Canal

The years following the War of 1812 were crowded a it}
for the American people, The "Era of Good Fecling" hagiggthgg%V1ty
prospority secenod to be everywhere, and cnerpy and solf-confidénce
characterized the gation. The tide of wostward migration was stronger
than ever, and as it surged further and further inland, it pushed -
the frontier to the Mississippi and beyond, The old fronticr lands
now becane settled country, raising ecrops of corn, wheat, and othecr
products to scnd castward in exchange for the manufactured goodg of
the now egstcrn factoriocs, Socn carts ond wagons crowded the rough
roads unyll even the famous Cumbcrland Road could no longor corry
the growing commercc betwecn East and West, Groct prosperity awaited
the regicn which could providc o botter and cheapor tradc route than
tho old toilsomo one across the mountains,

It was to the building of such o routc - the Eric Canal - that
Rochester owed hor birth as a city. Even in Indian times tne netural
path to the West had becen by the Hudson-Mchawk valleys to the Groat
Lakess But thc portage arcund Niapgara Falls wes rueh. more difficult
for bulky grain shipments than it had bocn for the light conocs of
the fur brigados. For this roason far-sceing men urged that a canal
should be built through the couparatively level territory south of
Lake Ontario from Lake Erie to the Hudson., In o lucky hour for
Rochester, it was deeclded to carry the conal across the Gonesce
River at the falls where the village stood. Almost irmediatoly boon
timcs sot in at the nuddy little town, for overyonc saw that the
canal promised o great futurc for the scttloment, It meant that the
whoat of the rich Genesee Country would be brought to Rochosbtoer
(or Rochestcrville, as it was colled then) to be ground into flour
by the mills at the falls and then shipped cogt by the canal,

Howevcr, not even thc most hopeful citizon thought the canal
would be completed for many yecars., "Wo will ncver sce it, but our
children may", wos a favorite gsayinge. Indeed, so greoat were the
difficultios of building this first great Americon conal, thot many
parts of the state, including New York City, precdicted that tho
foolish projcet would never be finished, A canal 300 milcs long wos
unhcard of, oither in Europc or America., Thoac carly congincers had
no steam shovels or drills to break the rock, and cvery milc of the
canal had to be dug with pick and shove, Wlicn they begon they did not
even have a cement that would harden under watcre Yot thoy pushed
on, often inventing meons of construction and bullding structures
that have proved of great volue in laber cngincering. The great
stone aqueduct at Rochester, carrying the cenal across the Gonesceo
River; tho long serics of locks, like a flifht of stalrs, climbing
the high ridge at Lockport; and the groat onbankment over Irondoquolt
Creck which. carried the canal above the surrounding country, wero
some of the englincering fects of thesc pionoor buildors.

The specd with which tho canal was bullt hestoncd Rochecster!s
pgrowtlie The plan of opeoning cach scction as soon os it was fine
ished gave Rochestor an carly chance to dovelop the flour tradc.
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By 1822, although the aqueduct was not finished and the scetion of
the canal west of tho Gonesce scarcely bepun, Rochester could send
flour by canal as far cast as Little Falls,  The noxt yecar some of
the first boats into Albany were laden with 10,000 barrcls of flour
from the Genesco mills. Thus oven boforce the Eric Canal wos core
pleted, Genescc Valley wheat had become famoun for the fine flour it
produced, and Rochester was busy grinding and shipping that flour to
the citics of the East, :

In 1825, o fow months before the canal was finished, Rochostor
entertalned a famoum visitor, General Lafayette, who had helped the
Americans during the Revolution, had rcturned to visit the United
Statcse Of course, everyonc wanted him to sec the preat Eric Conol,
He travelled from Lockport to Rochester in a pgaily decorated boat,
What exeitcment there was as Rochester welcomed the herol. Flags
waved all along the canal bank and the pcople checred loud cnough to.
drowvn out the saluting guns, There was a great banquet in his honor.
Not until Lafayettc left by coach for Canandaipgua, did the town
gquiet down aogain,

A few months later there wos an cven nwore oxcilting cvont, On
October 26, 1825, the villagcers of Rochester heard cannon roaring
the message along the towpath from Buffalo to New York that Lake
Eric water had entercd the last section of the canal, It was the
signal for o cclebration in every town and village in the statoc.
Rochester resolved to outdo them alls The grect day, of coursc, was
when Governor DeWitt Clinton arrived, on his way over the canal from
Buffalo to New Yorke. Although it was raining, the ontirc population
was at the banks of the canal to groet the governore. As the floet,
headed by the "Seneca Chief", approacheod, the town's militia cone
panics fired o salutce. Blockkug the way across the agqueduct lay tho
boat "Young Lion of the West", a namc which Rochcstorians fondly
hoped applied to their village as well as to their boat,

Froa her deck come the question, "Who goos thoro®"

"vour brothers from the West, on the wators of the Great Lakes",
answorecd the "Scncea Chicf",

"By what ricans have they been diverted so far from their
natural coursc?"

The crowd chocrcd as the answer came, "By tho chahmnel of the
Grond Eric Canal,"

The curious "Young Lion" usled again, "By whosg cuthority, and
by whom, was a work of such nagnitude accomplishod?

: ' : & db
Proudly tho "Scncca Chicf" ropliocc, "By tho uuth01¥ty and by
the onterprgsc of the patriotic poople of the Sgabc of New York.

The crowd cheored loudor than cver and waved their 3§brollas
wildly. The "Young Lion of the West" made way, ond the "Scnocn
Chiof" docked, Her passengors, the rccepticn cormitteo, and as
rmch of tho erowd as could find room proecceded to church to giv?
thanks. A bugo dinnor, with many couracs, followed ot the lcading
hotel, end that cvoning o prand ball concluded the greatest cele-
pration Rochestor had ovor scen, Tho lonfost canal in tho world
hed been completed in a 1ittle more then cipght yoorse
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. Compared to the presont Barge Canal, this "Grand Canal" was o
Vory small affclr indeod. It was only four fcot deocp end forty fect
widc, The boats that plied its waters were not largbr than prescnt
day tugse Excopt at the locks, there was no stonc work to hold up
tpe earthon banks, which often crumbled into the wetor, Alonﬁ tho
dirt towpaths, plodded horsecs and rmlos, towing the slow canal bbats.
Even thg fast passenger toats, or packets, averaged 1littlc more than
th?ee miles an hour, But small though it was, the importance of the
Erie was cnormous, Its narrow woetorway bound East and West together
as freight and scptlers pourcd over it, Boats followed onc anothor
in an almost continuous proccssion, and therc worc traffic jems at
the locks of the Brie long bofore anyone drcamed of such a thing in
Rochester stree?s. That 1littlec canal mede Now York the Emplre Statey
it made it possible for New York-City, rather than Philadelphia, to
become tie greatest port in the United Statecg; and it mede the vile-
lage of Rochoster into a city,

, With the Erie Canal Rochoster becamec the commercial conter of
the Genesee Country. Rival settloments on the Gencsce soon sank to
second place and werc finally absorbed by tho growing city., Even
the scttlement of Carthage on the castern side of the lower falls,
with easy communication by river and lske with Montreoal, Kingston,
and Oswego, could not compébs with the advaontages the Erie Canal gave
to Rochester, During the first two decades the conal boats cone
stantly brought new settlers from the East to make Rochester one of
the fastest growlng towns in the United States, Manufactured goods
from the East were brought by canal to be sold by Rocheater store-
keepers to the farmers of the valley. At onc time nearly half the
boats on the Erie were owned by Rochesterians, supplying employment
for many of the citizens, and rnelting Rochester famous as one of the
principal canal towns in the statee Lesg than ten yocars after the
Erie Canal was finished, Rochester received its charter as a clty.

The first Rochester agqucduct wosg a one-way thoroughfore, ond
there were olwoys long rows of boats ticd up at elther ond walting
their turn through., Almcst daily fistfights occcurred betwoen rivel
boat crews for the right of way, Pausscngers viewed the bustling
town from thc decks (cabin roofg) of the trim pockets, In 1837 a
wider aqueduct was begun which may still be scen bencath Broad Strect
bridge carrying subway troins insteced of canal boats across the
river. In those old days, Child's Basin, at the wostorn ond of the
aqueduct, was dlwoys filled with boats loading or unloeadings. Tho
shouting boatnen and constant coming and golng on the decks made it

a lively place indced,

The chiof article of this thriving commercc was flour, Indecd,
1t was onc of the principal shipments on the entire canal, Rochester
was located in the wheoat raising country of the Gonescc Valley. It
was gupplled with abundant wator power frormi the falls, and now had
the best transportation mcans in tho country. No wogdor Eho city "
soon beccme foxmous for flour mills, Thoy werce hor first .facthics .
At the main falls, end at the rcpids near the agueduct, mills in
ever incrcesing numbers lined the river. Mill-raccs - o sort of

nl = led the water to tho great wheols, turning scverol sets
of wmillstones in cach mill, Night and day the groaning and rottling
of tho groat gears that carried thoe power from the wheels to the
stones soundod with tho roar of thc rivor,
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The millatonesy, huge affalrs. from three y
were in sets of two, The upper one turned ag:gnzgvgﬁef:ggtigngiameter,
%gwer stone, and both of them had sharp cutting edges ground'inrzho-
stggetheggegiggzesigic%mo dull, the miller had to ®pick" or recut h?;

. n stones were made from buhrstonc, a k in
from France and Belgium. The task.8f makine ond ding these bomvod
stones in.place was a very difficuit oﬁexang anllsceltting jpsseti it
of skill. The great Aqueduct Mills, ot the vca ond of the ont ool
had ten sets of such stones and rooﬁ for sixIgggefndngstggliqnguCt’
also famous for its elevator machinery which carried the wheat fronm
the canal boats at its doors to -every part of the nmill, This was the
forerunner of the machinery used years later in the grect grain elc-
vators of Buffalo and Minneapolis, Some of the old mills which made

Rochestor famous still stand today on Wator St
but their millwheels have long beZn silent, reot and Mill Stroct,

In 1834, when Rochestor beceame a cit it was the grea
man?facturing centor in the world, Its mzils were gapa%ig 2gsgrgiour
ducing 5,000 barrels of flour and using 25,000 bushcls of wheat cach
day. The fertile Gonesec Valley could not always supply enough
wheat.to feed the hungry millstones and in 1828 the first whoat had
-been }mported from further west. The Genescc Valloy Canal was built
to bring morc whcat down from the uppor valley. But, although
Genesee wheat remalned the choicest grain, more and more of Rochester's
wheat was brought by the Erie Canal from the upper lakos, Hore it
was ground and again sent on 1ts woy ecast to Noew York and all parts
of the world, In 1847, Rochesgber millers boasted that thelr flour
supplied the household of Queen Viectoria in far-away London, '

B = The Coming of the Rallroads

During the 1830!'s railroads were being built in many parts of
the United States to scrve thec necds of people vwho did not have the
-great Erie Canal, Soon ceven Rochester, with her advantoges as a
great canal port, desired to try tho new form of transportation.
However, the first radlroads in the Gencgee Country did not drean
of competing with the canal and were thought of only as a means of
connecting the Erio with distant pointss. Rochester's first railiroads,
the Carthage Railroad, was buillt to conncct the Erie Canal with tho
cormerce of Lake Onbario., For a long time flour had beon shipped
across the lake to Canada, Many of the lakc vossels come up the rivor
as far as Carthage Landing, ncar the castern end of tho present
Veteran's Memorial Bridgcs. The railroad carricd frelight and passcn-~
gers fronm the castern end of the agueduct around tho falls to this
point where the boats waiteds This Carthage Railroad used horsc
power, not steam powor, Its one~-car trains, looking much like long
stogecoaches, rolled merrily along the rails behind trotting horscs.

A few ycars latcer the first steam cnginc was brought to
Rochester - aboard a canal boatl It belonged to the Tonawands
Railroad, which in 1832, had been given the right to lay track be-
twecn Rochcstor and Batavia, This steam cengine was a tiny wood-
burning affair, sporting a huge smokestack out of all proportion to
the rest of ite What curiocsity and exeitement therc was in Rochcster
whon that engine was set upon its rails! And when it chugged away
with the f;rst roguler passengnger train to Batovia on May 3,. 1837,
the whole dlty was out to sec it off and lay bets as to whethor it
would arrive or notl Tho noxt yoar the Auburn and Rochoster Rail-
poad broke ground for a roilroad south-ocstward, and in 1840 its
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first train ran from Rochester to Canandaigua.

Soon there were railroads connectine Rochester with bot a
and Buffalo and enabling speed-loving trgvellers to go allotgeA%gyny
across the sta?e in 25 hours. Instead of one contimious rallroad,
however, the distance was covered by several short lines, which made
necessary a constant changing of trains., One of the most annoying
of.these changes was in Rochester, where theé stations of the two
railroads were at opposite ends of the town. People had to hire
cartmen to take_them and their baggage from the end of the Auburn
line to the beglnning of the Tonawanda, Rides on the railroads were
full of peril in those days, The strips of metal on the top of the
wood?n rails were always turning up at the ends and threatening to
derail the train. Traffic over one~way tracks before the use of
the teleg?aph presented the danger of suddenly meeting a train from
the.opp031te direction on the same line of tracke. FPortunately the
trains were not often capable of enough speed to make these cn-
counters fatal. The usual extent of the damege was the necessity
for one train to retrace its course to the first siding.

In spite of the growth of raillroads, Rochester's chief means
of transportation was still the Erie Canal. Packet boat owners
might complain that they hnd fewcr passengers, but the great
business of the canal was hauling freight. MNo one dreamed that the
railroad would replace the canal at this task. For a long time the
state forbade the railroads to carry freight; but it soon became
clear that it was too expensive anyway to ship very far by rail,
Passengers might jump on and off trains, but freight could not be
constantly loaded and unloaded. It was not until the small lines
combined that the supremacy of the canal was threatened. Gradually
the railroads made a-~reements to cooperate in running through trains
over the roads from Albany to Buffalo, but the greatest step toward
making the railroads a success was the formation of the New York
Central in 1853,

C - Life in a New City

Most of the cities of the United States at this time were
growing so rapidly and were still so new that they hardly looked
like real cities to travellers from the old towns of Europe. In the
30's and 40's, or even later, pigs and chickens wandered freely about
Rochester!s streets. Nearly every family kept a cow pastured in a
vacant lot. The city had stern laws against allowing these animels
loose in the streets, but many 2 careless owner found his cow calmly
strolling about town. The mud of the early settlement days long re-
mained in the streets. A particularly bad section in front of the
Court House was the source of many a popular joke about travellers
who had disappeared, horse and all, in its depths. Even when pave-
ments were introduced, only a few short sections could boast them.
These first pavements wiere mostly of cobblestonc, while sidewalks
were of wood or brick. As for street lights, oil lamps in the
center of town gave so feeble a light that strangers wondered why the
city pothered wlth them at all, It is saild the mayor woas once asked

that very question, and replied it was so people would not run into
the lamp posts and hurt themselves,

There was no city water system and people had to rely upon wells.
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Today cholera is unknown in Rochester.

In this period before 1860, the people of Rochester were largel
New Englanders. Most of its inﬁabitaﬁtsphad followed the first Bosy
set?lerg from Massachusetts and Connecticut. Although there was a
sprinkling of English, Scotch, and Germans, togethor with many Irish
who had come to work on the cmal, the town took its character from
its Yankee majority amd prided itself on being New England in the
west. For many years the fewest inhabitants of all were native-born
Rochesterians, for the town hod grown so quickly that it had almost
reached the dignity of cityhood before the children born in the first
log cabins werc grovn-up.

Although the doys of wild animals and Indians were over, these
settlers were still in a sense frontiersmcn - pionecring in the
building of a city. As such, they were chiefly concerned with the
business of getting a2 living cnd rcjoiced in the number of barrels of
flour they produced. They werc proud of the swift growth of their
town and of the many canal boats docking at their wharves. Rochester
was soon one of the fastest growing towns in the United States, and
its inhabitants woerc well satisfied with themselves and inclined to
boast a bit. But so worc most other Amocricans,

Every Rochesterian worked hard and opxcected other peoplec to
work hard, for there was so much to be done in the busy, bustling
town that it seemed as if therc woere hot time enough to do it all,
Twelve hours was not an unusual day's work, slthough in the 1830's
clerks were beginning to ask for the ten-hour day. Therc was no
such thing as the Saturday half-holiday, and the millers did their
extra bookkecping on Saturday nights., Holidays, when the mill whcels
were still and the stores closed, wore often uscd to take inventory.
Only Sunday was a day of rest. The whole town went to church, and
not even the rowdy canalers dared disturb the Sabbath morning quiet.
Nevertheless even on that day the pose office opened in the afterw
noons, and to the horror of the more godly part of the population,
the businessmen collected their mail and spent the evening reading

and answering it. 1__‘ 589433

Yet in the midst of all this concern with trade and business,
there were other sides to 1life in Rochester. True to their New
England herlitage, cltizens‘of Rochester were esrly interested in
education. The first public schoolhouse of 1814 soon grew into
many district schools in various parts of the city. But as in most
places in the Unitcd States in the early nineteenth century, thcse
public schools were not froe schools. On the contrary, parents had
to pay to send thelr children to these schools. There were also
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many private schools which were gcenerally 1
instruection than the public schogls. 17, thought to D e o ber
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that all children did so. y bo bay, but 1t did not mean

There was still no compulsor i
; £ cducation
law and many children were sent to work instead og to thool. Hor

For a long time, the free public schools only provided ¢ mme
school, or, as it was called, common school, educgtion. dPgoglgrigifr
sidered that this was enough for most children. Until 1857, whon a
free high school was established, those who wished to continue- their
education had to go to private academies in the city., In 1850, the
first classes of the University of Rochester were held in an oid
hotel on West Main Street,

This interest in education was not limited to schools. There
were no public libraries such as wo“have today, and so various groups
of young men formed societies to buy books and establish libraries
for the use of their membors. As the purpose of most of the young
men was the "improvement" cof their minds, most of the books they
bought were learned and woeighty volumes - novels were not considered
quite proper in those days. Many of these socleties, or associations,
also had lecture courses whicn were open to anyone who cared to buy
a ticket and which usually attracted large numbers to hear some
serious speaker. Young ladies were not allowed membership in these
associations, but their services in ralsing money for them by frirs
and strawberry sccials were gratefully received.

Rochester also had its less scorious moments, and when the
town did go in for a good time, it was in no half-way measurec,
Elections were times for paradeés and feasting, as well as frequent
‘fights with the opposite party. "Training Day", whon the militia
was supposcd to assemble for military drill, was much like a circuse.
Under the old law, cvery able-bodied man was supposed to report
once a month with musket and uniform. But the uniforms ncver
matched and most of the guns were really wooden sticks or rakes.
Bystanders lay bets as to which way the company would march at the
comnand, "Right, wheel", and the whole town, including the "soldiers"
themselves, had a day of fun makinge.

Once in a while a real circus came to town. For thosc who
thought this not guite proper, there was the waxworks at the
"Rochester Museum' which was both entertaining ~nd educational.
There, for the small sum of twenty-five cents, one might see tho
1lifelike forms, Iin wax, of such distinguished individuals as
George Washington, Joan of Arc, or Robert Bruce. Or if pcoplc would
rather have thelr pleasures ocut of doors, thore was Mt. Hope Cemetary
which in 1844 was llsted ns one of the principal placcs of amusement.
As wealth increased, disapproval of the theater lessoned and people
went to occasional plays and concerts. Onc of the most outstanding
of these events was the famous Jenny Lind's song recital at the new
Corinthian Hall on Corinthian Street-in back of Reynold's Arcade
in 1851. The hall was packed for two concorts by the the "Swedlsh
Nightingale, and people filled the nearby streots to hear her.
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Put the greatest thrill camc with the famcus leap of 3a
into the Geneseec Falls. Although it happened in 1829? it ?&?ﬁigggg
a story that was told for ycars., Sam Patch was a wanderer who had
made himself famous 211 over the country by jumping off high
bridges, topmasts of ships, or any dizzy height where therc was
water below to land in. His motto, "some things can be done as well
as others,” was quoted by everyone. Onc successful jump into the
Genesee Falls had encouraged him to rspcat the feat from a platform
twenty feet above thc edge of the main falls., That 13th of November
was one day when little work was done., All Rochester, as well as
crowds from the surrounding towns, thronged to sce the thrilling
s%ght. Excursion boats camc cven from €anada and Oswego with eager
sightseers. Breathless with excitement, the crowd watched Sam
c¢limb upon the platform. Hardly anyone could hcar the speech he
made, but everyone saw his body suddenly plunge forward into the
deep water of the sorge. Alas! The 13th was indeed an unlucky daye.
No Sam appcared above the water, and as the minutes passed, it
became evident thot this was not one of the "things that could be
done as well as others." The ncxt spring Sam Patch's body was
found near the river mouth ond was buried by a few noighbors in the
0old cemetery at Charlotte. But for years thc story of Sam Patch
contributed almost as nmch to the fame of the Genesee Falls as the
great flour mills themselvcs.

Indeed, with the change of a few words, Sam's motto might
apply to the thriving city itsclf - "oities can be bullt as well
as farms can be clcarcd." A flourishing, commercigl city, sending
her products to £ll the world, had been built out of the few
houses of a backwoods settlemont., By 1860, the fiftech inhabitants
of 1812 had increased to over 48,000, The citizens of Rochester
proudly noted that this increase during fifty years was greater
than the growth of eithor New York or Philadelphia during the entire
colonial period.

Rochester had been born in oan age when citlcs grew far morac
rapidly than they had in colenial times. All over the United
States other cities were growing up and quickly incrcasing in silzo.
The frontier movement was now not only one in which farms were )
cleared, but one in which trade routes werc opened and citles built.
And Bochester was one of the most important of these new cities be=
cause 1t was located at a great four corners = the crossing of the
Genesee River and the Erle Canal.
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HISTORIC PLACES

The Erie Canal

On the wall of the City Hall, a bronze tablet reminds
us that the Erie Canal once passed through the heart of
Rochester where Broad Street is today.

The Agueduct

The second aqueduct still stands under Broad Street
today. :

Lafaxette

A marker on the Lincoln-Alliance Bank Building on
Exchange Strect records Lafayette's visit to Rochester
in 1825. : ‘

Carthage

A giant boulder at the east end of the Vetoran's
Memorial Bridge marks the sitc of Carthage - once Rochester's
rival, and cne end of the Carthaze Railroad.

The First School

In front of the Education Building on Fitzhugh Street
is a marker showing that the first school building in
Rochester once stood therec. The first public high school
also occupied the site, and the Educction Building itself
was built and long used as a high schcol building.,

The First Library in Monroe County

The site of the Northfield Library Company is shown
by a marker on the corner of the Fittsford and Toby Roads,
about cne and a half miles south of the village of
Pittsford (then,in 1803, called Northfield).
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