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HiSTORY OF ROCHESTER PRESBYTERY.

CoMPILED BY REV. LEVI PARrsons, D.D.

S the present Presbytery of Rochester at the time of
the reconstruction of the Presbyteries in 1870, was
formed, with a few exceptions, by the union of the former
Presbyteries of Ontario, Rochester and Rochester City,
together with about half of the ministers and churches
which had belonged to the Presbytery of Genesee River,
its” history will properly be introduced by sketches of the
aforesaid bodies, together with certain facts pertaining to
‘the early religious history of Western New York.

At the close of the Revolutionary War the settlement of
Western New York was retarded by conflicting.land claims
“of the states of Connecticut and Massachusetts, superadded
to the original title to the soil by the Indians, which
 obstacles were not removed until about the year 1790. The
county of Ontario was formed in 1789, at which time it
.included all that part of the state which was west of Seneca
Lake. -According to the United States census of 1790 the
number of inhabitants in this county was 1,081 and the
number of families 205, which numbers very rapidly in-
creased during the subsequent decade and consisted mostly
of people from New Englind, with no inconsiderable num-
bers'from New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Europe.
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Unlike their Puritan ancestors who had sought the shores
of New England for the sake of religious liberty, these
pioneers in the wilderness were influenced mainly by
motives of gain, which resulted in increased negligence as
to their former religious habits, and being thinly scattered
over a vast ares, the gathering of churches was, for a
number of years, a very discouraging work for the few
who loved the house of prayer and the fellowship of the
gospel. Added to this prevailing worldliness, was the fact
that not a few had imbibed the French infidelity which was
so prevalent throughout the country during the closing
years of the last century.

We can find no trace of any permanent church organiza-
tion prior to 1795, There is evidence, however, that
before this date the General Assembly had sent two or
three missionaries who, as explorers, had visited the feeble
settlements and preached from place to place, and that
similar work had been done by missionaries from the
Congregational churches of New England. There is also
evidence that after this date, if not before, settled pastors
in New England engaged in brief terms of itinerant mis-
.sionary service upon this field.

The first Congregational minister who came as a perma-
nent resident was Rev. Zadoe Hunn, in the year 1795. He
removed from Berkshire county, Mass., and located upon
a farm in Canandaigua. Though he had been a pastor in
New England he never took a pastoral charge here, but was
very useful among the feeble churches up to the time of
his death, May 12th, 1801.

The Rev. Daniel Thatcher, a Presbyterian missionary
sent out by the General Assembly, organized in 1795 the
church at Lima and the First Church of Geneseo, now
located at Lakeville, which were the first church organiza-
tions in this section.

In 1796 the Congregational churches of East Bloomfield
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and South Bristol were organized, and, in 1799 those of
‘West Bloomfield, North Bristol and Vietor.

The first installation was that of Rev. John Rolph over
the church of South Bristol by a council in January, 1797.
The ministers composing the council were Rev. Zadoc
Hunn, Rev. Eliphalet Steele of Paris, Oneida county, and
Rev. Asahel 8. Norton, of Clinton, Oneida county, and it
is estimated that the journey of Dr. Norton and Mr. Steele
must have required from three to four days in coming and
the same length of time in returning, these being the
nearest ministers available for the council.

In the year 1799 the churches were so greatly blessed
that long afterward it was referred to as the year of the
“Great Revival.” Prominent among the laborers in pro-
moting the same were Rev. Jedidiah Bushnell and Rev.
Seth Williston, of the Missionary Society of Connecticut,
and Rev. David Barclay and Rev. Robert Logan, mission-
aries of the General Assembly.

These references to Congregational ministers and churches
in the early religious history of this section have a legiti-
mate place in the history of this Presbytery because some
of our strongest Presbyterian churches were originally
Congregational.

For a similar reason a brief sketch of the Ontario
Association will not be ont of place, because of its ultimate
union as will subsequently be seen with the Presbytery of
Geneva when that Presbytery covered this ground.

ONTARIO ASSOCIATION.

The Ontario Association was the first organization of
ministers and churches in Western New York, having been
formed at Bristol, N. Y., March 18, 1800, as follows:

“ We, ministers of the gospel, viz.—Zadoe Hunn, Joseph
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Grover, John Rolph, Reuben. Parmerlee and Timothy Field
—being met, think proper to form ourselves into a voluntary
society for promoting the interest of religion, and as we con-
sider ourselves Congregationalists we agree to call ourselves
and be known by the name of the First Association of
Ontario County.

“ Being met together for the purpose of forming into an
association and having united in solemn prayer to God for
wisdom, protection and assistance, we think fit in order to
promote the interest of religion to come into the following
friendly agreements, viz.:

1. The association shall meet ordinarily twice in a year,
and oftener if it appear needful, to consult and agree upon
the most expedient measures to promote religion and give
‘the churches opportunity to apply to us for advice and
assistance, which it is proper for an association to afford
them.

2. We agree to invite each church to send a delegate to
attend this association, and join with them in promoting the
Redeemer’s kingdom.

“38. As we design to proceed regularly in our meetings,
and endeavor to promote religion, we agree that a moderator
ghall be chosen at each stated meeting and a clerk to minute
the most material transactions, and that we will begin and
conclude with prayer.

“4. We agree that this association shall never assume or
claim any authority over the churches, or authoritatively
intermeddle with the affairs of the churches any farther
than they shall apply to us and request our advice, or other
assistance.

“5. We agree that this association shall make no rules
that shall be authoritative, and all agreements shall be
alterable as circumstances shall require.

“6. We agree that the semi-annual meetings of the
association shall' be the second Tuesday in June, and the
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second Tuesday in January,and in rotation in the churches,
and the association will meet the second Tnesday in June
next at Mr. Rolph’s, number eight.

“The association agree to recommend to the churches in
Ontario County the second Thursday in April, to be
observed as a day of public fasting and prayer, and that
divine service to Almighty God be performed on that day.
Concluded with prayer.”

These are the records of the first meeting as found in the
original book of the association, which has long been pre-
served in the archives of this Presbytery.

In addition to the five who constituted the association the
Rev. Eleazar Fairbanks, Rev. James H. Hotchkin and Rev.
Ahijah Warren were received prior to 1804. Subsequent
additions were as follows: Rev. Solomon Allen, Rev.
Aaron C. Collins and Rev. Ezekiel J. Chapman, Jan. 15,
1806 ; Rev. John Niles, by ordination, June 11, 1806 ; Rev.
Howell R. Powell, June 10, 1807; Rev. Simeon R. Jones,
June 14, 1810 ; Rev. Silas Hubbard, by ordination, Oct. 10,
1811; Rev. Allen Hollister, May 27, 1812.

The churches connected with the association prior to
1804 were South Bristol, Victor, West Bloomfield, North
Bristol, Canandaigua, East Bloomfield, Lima, Rushville,
Richmond and Naples.

Those subsequently received were as follows: Pittsford
and Prattsburgh, June 10, 1806; Livonia, Jan. 13, 1807;
Palmyra, June 14, 1807; Phelps, Williamson and Stone-
town, June 13, 1809 ; Elmira, June 11, 1810; Geneseo 2d,
Oct. 11, 1811 ; Bergen and Riga, May 27, 1812. Whole
number of ministers, 16. Whole number of churches, 21.

The Rev. James H. Hotchkin, of Prattsburgh, whose
name appears on the aforesaid roll, was subsequently the
author of The History of the Presbyterian Church in
Western New York, to which we are indebted for many
important facts.
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From the records it appears that on the 21st of April,
1818, the association inquired of the Presbytery of Geneva,
both bodies at that time being in session at Honeoye, N. Y.,
upon what terms they could be received into said Presbytery ;
and the following answer was returned: *The members
of Presbytery are of the opinion that our union with the
ministers and churches of the Ontario Association is highly
important, as it will combine their influence in promoting
the great interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and they
cordially invite the said ministers and churches to unite
with the Presbytery by adopting the Confession of Faith
and Form of Government of the Presbyterian Church.
But should any of the said churches find it most for
edification to continue the practice of receiving and reject-
ing members by a vote of the brethren of the church
generally, instead of a session of ruling elders, the Presby-
tery do not consider that any bar to the contemplated
union, and are willing they should continue that practice as
long as they shall deem it expedient.”

As a result of this answer by the Presbytery, the associa-
tion at an adjourned meeting held at Pultney, May 25,
1813, adopted the following preamble and resolutions
which had been proposed by Mr. Hotchkin :

“ WrerEas, It appears, from the Holy Seriptures, of
immense importance that all those who love onr Lord
Jesus Christ should be united in the strictest bonds of
Christian fellowship, that they may with one heart and
voice' unite in opposing error, and in disseminating the
knowledge of divine truth; and, whereas, in the view of
this association there is no reason why those denominations
of professing Christians usually called Presbyterian and
Congregationalist should not receive each other as brethren
and be united as one body in the spiritual sense; and,
whereas, there exists in this country & Presbytery connected

with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,
therefore,

“ Resolved, That it is very desirable that this association
become united with the Presbytery of Geneva.
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“ Resolved, That as a means of forming this union afore-
said, it is ex.pedxent that this association be dissolved, and the
moderator is hereby directed to declare it dissolved at the
close of the session.”

In accordance with the aforesaid resolution the associa-
tion after directing its registrar, the Rev. Aaron C. Collins,
‘“to present the records of the association to the Presbytery
of Geneva that they may be preserved,” was declared by
the moderator to be dissolved, the same having existed
thirteen years.

HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIES HAVING CHURCHES
IN THE COUNTIES OF MONROE AND LIVINGSTON
PRIOR TO THE REUNION IN 1870.

In the year 1802 the Presbytery of Albany, which at
that time contained only fourteen ministers, was divided
into the Presbyteries of Albany, Columbia and Oneida, the
latter embracing all the territory in the State of New
York west of the east line of the counties of Otsego and
Herkimer, but no church in this section was connected with
that Presbytery.

In 1805 the Presbytery of Oneida was restricted to the
western line of the counties of Oneida and Chenango, and
all west of that line within the state was assigned to the
Presbytery of Geneva, which was then formed, and which
consisted of Rev. Jedidiah Chapman, of Geneva, Rev.
John Lindsley, of Ovid, Rev. Samuel Leacock, of Hope-
well, and Rev. Jabiz Chadwick, of Genoa. Its churches
at that time were Ovid, Geneva, Geneseo First now located
at Lakeville, Trumansburgh, Ithaca, Seneca, Seneca Falls
and Hopewell. The first meeting of this Presbytery was
in Geneva, Sept. 17, 1805, and was opened with a sermon
by Rev. David Higgins, of Auburn.

In October, 1810, this Presbytery was reduced by the
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formation of two Presbyteries east of Cayuga Lake, but
continued to hold all the state west of Cayuga Lake up to
the year 1817.

We have already noticed that the church at Lakeville
belonged to the Presbytery of Geneva at the time of its
organization in 1805, and has therefore the honor of being
the first church regularly connected with Presbytery west
of Canandaigua. Other churches on this field were re-
ceived by this Presbytery in the following order: Caledonis,
1806 ; Livonia, July 7, 1813 ; West Bloomfield and Rich-
mond, Sept. 21, 1813 ; Penfield, April 19, 1814; Geneseo
2d and Pittsford, April 20, 1814; Ogden, Aug. 9, 1815;
Rochester 1st, Jan. 16,1816 ; South Bristol, Aug. 13,1816
and Mount Morris, Feb. 12, 1817.

At Geneva, on the 19th of February, 1817, the Presby-
tery of Geneva, which then consisted of twenty-nine
ministers, forty-five churches and seven licentiates, was, at
its own request, divided into four Presbyteries by the synod
of Geneva as follows:

1st. The ministers comprised within the counties of
Steuben, Allegany and Tioga, together with Rev. Ebenezer
Lazell and Rev. Lyman Barrett, and the church of Naples
were constituted the Presbytery of Bath. The other
ministers and churches in this Presbytery were Rev. David
Higgins, Rev. James H. Hotchkin, Rev. Robert Hubbard,
Rev. Clement Hickman and Rev. Hezekiah Woodruff.
Churches—Bath, Painted Post, Angelica, Almond, Pratts-
burgh, Wayne and Elmira.

2d. The ministers and churches west of the eastern
boundary of the Holland Purchase, which is not far from
the present western boundaries of the counties of Living-
ston and Monroe, together with Rev. David H. Tullar and
the church in Le Roy, with Mr. David N. Smith, licentiate
were constituted the Presbytery of Niagara. The other
ministers and churches were Rev. Hugh Wallis and Rev,
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Miles P. Squire. Churches—Attica, Warsaw, Buffalo,
Hamburgh, Lewiston and Pomfret.

8d. The ministers and churches comprised between the
eastern boundary of the Presbytery of Niagara and the
dividing line between the third and fourth ranges of town-
ships in the County of Ontario, together with Warren Day,
Ebenezer Everett and Josiah Pierson, licentiates, were
constituted the Presbytery of Ontario.

4th. The remaining ministers and churches, with Daniel
S. Butrick and Stephen M. Wheelock, licentiates, remained
as the Presbytery of Geneva; being bounded on the east
by Cayuga Lake and on the west by the Presbytery of
Ontario; and consisting of Rev. Messrs. Benjamin Bell,
Charles Mosher, Howell R. Powell, Joseph Merrill, William
Clark, Henry Axtell, Frances Pomeroy, Eleazer Fairbanks,
Moses Young and Stephen Porter, with the churches of
Geneva, Trumansburg, Ovid, Palmyra, Seneca Falls, Hope-
well, Romulus, Hector, Lyons, Benton, Sodus, Phelps,
Huron, Augusta, Rushville, Junius 2d, Clyde and East
Palmyra.

Of these four Presbyteries, that of Ontario covered very
nearly the same territory as that ocenpied by our Presbytery
of Rochester at the present time, and subsequently formed
a constituent part of the same.

PRESBYTERY OF ONTARIO.

The Presbytery of Ontario held its first meeting at
Livonia, March 11, 1817, and was opened with a sermon by
Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, D. D., of West Bloomfield, from
Malachi 1, 3: “ And he shall sit as a refiner and puritier of
silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi and purge
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord
an offering in righteousness.” Dr. Fitch was chosen mod-
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erator and Rev. Andrew Rawson, of Bristol, clerk. In
regard to Dr. Fiteh, it is proper to remark that before taking
the pastoral charge of the church at West Bloomfield, he
had been the first president of Williams College, Mass., for
about 22 years, in which position he was honored, beloved
and very successful. But some of his best work for the
Master was done after he was about sixty years of age, in
his twelve years’ pastorate at West Bloomfield, followed by
about five years of retirement on a farm in the same place
prior to his death, March 21, 1833. The infant Presbytery
and the churches in this region were greatly indebted to
him as an efficient leader and a judicious adviser.

At this first meeting there were present beside the mod-
erator and clerk just named, Rev. Aaron C. Collins, of
East Bloomfield ; Rev. Reuben Parmerlee, of Victor, and
Rev. Comfort Williams, of Rochester. Also, as elders,
Elisha Parish, of Bristol, No. 8; Oliver Gibbs, Rochester
First; Isaac Chamberlain, Richmond; Justus Brown,
Parma; Dan Canfield, West Bloomfield; Zera Blake,
Livonia, and Uriah Parker of Pittsford. In addition to
the aforesaid ministers and churches, there belonged to the
body at the time of its organization, Rev. John Lindsley,
of Geneseo; Rev. Ezekiel J. Chapman, of Bristol, No. 9;
Rev. Alexander Denoon, of Caledonia, and Rev. Silas
Hubbard, of Moscow, with the churches of Penfield, Mount
Morris, Perry Centre, Geneseo 1st, Geneseo 2d, and Cale-
donia ; with the following licentiates: Warren Day, Ebe-
nezer Everett and Josiah Pierson. In all there were nine
ministers, thirteen churches and three licentiates. At this
first meeting Rev. Alonzo Darwin, of Riga, Rev. Chauncey
Cook, of Lima, and Rev. John F. Bliss, of Avon, were
received.

Subsequent receptions by ordination were as follows:
May 8, 1817, Rev. Silas Pratt ; July 2,1817, Rev. Abraham
Forman and Rev. Loring D. Dewey; Feb. 4, 1818, Rev.
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Ebenezer Everett; March 2, 1819, Rev. Warren Day;
Jan. 19, 1822, Rev. Norris Bull; Feb. 1, 1825, Rev. B.
Foster Pratt; April 23, 1828, Rev. Silas C. Brown ; Jan.
21, 1829, Rev. Nathaniel W. Fisher and Rev. Benjamin C.
Cressey, that they might go on a mission to the State of
Indiana. March 10, 1831, Rev. Isaac Crabb; August 24,
1831, Rev. Hiram L. Miller ; Feb. 18, 1834, Rev. William
P. Jackson ; Oct. 1, 1834, Rev. Elam H. Walker; March
17, 1835, Rev. Oliver S. Powel, to labor for the A. B. C.
F. M, among the Indians near the Rocky Mountains;
August 25, 1835, Rev. John H. Redington; Sept. 10,
1839, Rev. Daniel Gibbs; Sept. 19, 1839, Rev. Daniel B.
Woods ; Sept. 21, 1842, Rev. John P. Foster; Sept. 25,
1844, Rev. William Hunter; May 25, 1847, Rev. Charles
Richards; Sept. 27, 1848, Rev. Edward B. Walsworth ;
Sept. 25, 1855, Rev. Orson P. Allen, and Rev. Herman N.
Barnum ; July 10, 1856, Rev. Levi Parsons ; March 6,1861,
Rev. Alphonso L. Benton; June 23, 1863, Rev. Ira O.
De Long ; July 2, 1867, Rev. Isaac N. Lowrie; Oct. 6, 1868,
Rev. Willis Clark Gaylord.

Receptions by letter were as follows :

June 17, 1517, Rev. Asa Carpenter, from Coos Associ-
ation, Vt.

July 2, 1817, Rev. Elihu Mason, from an Association in
Connecticut.

Jan. 20, 1818, Rev. Julius Steele, as pastor of the church
at East Bloomfield.

July 4, 1819, Rev. John Barnard, from the Oneida Asso-
ciation ; and Rev. Elijah Warren, from the Geneva Conso-
ciation.

Aug. 23, 1831, Rev. John B. Whittlesey, from the Pres-
bytery of Lancaster.

April 22, 1828, Rev. Jeremiah Stowe.

Aug. 26, 1828, Rev. Horace Galpin, from the Pesbytery
of Troy.
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Jan. 20, 1829, Rev. Orange Lyman from the Presbytery
of Troy.

Sept. 17, 1829, Rev. James W. Mc Master, from. the
Presbytery of Buffalo.

Jan. 20, 1830, Rev. Benjamin B. Smith, from the Pres-
bytery of Geneva; Rev. Daniel Johnson, from the Barn-
stable Association, Mass., aud Rev. Elijah Wallage, from
Windham Association, Vt.

Aug. 24, 1830, Rev. John Walker, from the Monadnock
Association, N. H.

Sept. 21, 1831, Rev. James B. Wilcox, from the Presby-
tery of Genesee.

July 3, 1832, Rev. Edward Bronson from the Genesee
Consociation.

Aug. 28, 1832, Rev. George W. Elliott, from the Pres-
bytery of Rochester ; Rev. James Cahoon, from the Pres-
bytery of Angelica, and Rev. Ludovicus Robbins, from the
Presbytery of Huron.

March 5, 1833, Rev. Richard Kay, as pastor of the church
at Victor.

March 19, 1833, Rev. Robert Hubbard, from the Presby-
tery of Angelica.

Jan. 22, 1834, Rev. Justus S. Hough, from the Presby-
tery of Cayuga.

Feb. 13, 1834, Rev. Stephen Porter, from the Presbytery
of Geneva.

Feb. 18, 1834, Rev. Jacob Burbank, from the Presbytery
of Rochester.

July 81, 1834, Rev. John C. Lord, from the Presbytery
of Buffalo.

Aug. 25, 1835, Rev. John H. Carle, from the Presbytery
of Geneva.

Oct. 28, 1835, Rev. Linus W. Billington, from the Pres-
bytery of Geneva.

Nov. 11, 1835, Rev. Samuel Shaffer from the Presbytery
of Bath,
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Jan. 20, 1886, Rev. Clark H. Goodrich, from the Pres-
bytery of Columbia.

Feb., 1836, Rev. Hezekiah B. Pierpont, and Rev. Wm.
C. Wisner, from the Presbytery of Rochester.

Jan. 17, 1837, Rev. Caleb Burge, from the Presbytery of
Oswego.

Jan, 18, 1837, Rev. Lyman Thompson, from the Presby-
tery of Genesee.

July 25, 1837, Rev. Henry Snyder, from the Presbytery
of Cayuga.

Oct. 11, 1837, Rev. Abel C. Ward, from the Presbytery
of Buffalo.

Oct. 3, 1838, Rev. John N. Lewis, from the Presbytery
of Columbia.

Oct. 10, 1838, Rev. Edwards Marsh, from the Presbytery
of Onondaga.

Jan. 15, 1839, Rev. E. A. Platt, from the Genesee
‘Consociation.

April 16, 1839, Rev. Ebenezer H. Stratton, from the
Presbytery of Genesee; and Rev. Leveret Hull, from the
Presbytery of Angelica. :

Sept. 11,1839, Rev. Aaron Garrison, from the Presbytery
of Oueida.

Jan. 21,1840, Rev. Jonathan Leslie, from the Presbytery
of Grand River; and Rev. Moses Gillette, from the Presby-
tery of Oneida.

Aug. 25, 1840, Rev. Cyrus Hudson, from the Berkshire
Association.

Nov. 17, 1840, Rev. John G. L. Haskins, from the Baptist
Ontario Association.

April 13, 1841, Rev. Loring Brewster, from the Oneida
Association.

Aug. 25, 1841, Rev. Chapin Rufus Clarke, from the
Presbytery of Portage.

Jan. 18, 1842, Rev. William U. Benedict, from the
Presbytery of Rochester.
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March 921, 1843, Rev. Lemuel Leonard, and Rev. Abel
Qaldwell, from the Presbytery of Angelica.

March 22, 1843, Rev. Benjamin G. Riley, from the:
Presbytery of Otsego.

Oct. 11, 1343, Rev. Benjamin B. Stockton, from the
Presbytery of Rochester.

Jan. 21, 1845, Rev. Samuel M. Hopkins, from the
Presbytery of Buffalo.

Sept. 22, 1846, Rev. Peter S. Van Nest, from the
Presbytery of Detroit.

Sept. 28, 1847, Rev. William Lusk, from the Presbytery
of Otsego.

Oct. 20, 1847, Rev. Charles H. A. Bulkley, from the
Presbyterian and Congregational Convention of Beloit
District, Wisconsin.

May 4, 1848, Rev. W. Fithian, from the Illinois Pres-
bytery.

Sept. 27, 1848, Rev. A. V. H. Powell, from the Presby-
tery of Steuben.

April 24, 1850, Rev. Joseph R. Page, from the Presby-
tery of Genesee; and Rev. Henry Kendall, from the
Presbytery of Utica.

August 21, 1850, Rev. Ferdinand DeW. Ward, from the
Presbytery of Rochester.

April 28, 1851, Rev. Darwin Chichester, from the
Presbytery of Montrose.

April 28, 1852, Rev. E. M. Toof, from the Presbytery of
Genesee. :

April 26, 1853, Rev. J. W. Ray, from the Presbytery of
Kalamazoo.

Sept. 21,1853, Rev. R. L. Hurlburt, from the Presbytery
of Niagara, and Rev. C. L. Hequemburg, from the Pres-
bytery of Angelica.

Jan. 12, 1854, Rev. Daniel C. Houghton, from the West.
Genesee Conference of the M. E. Church.
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April 25, 1854, Rev. Pliny F. Sanborne, from the Hart-
ford North Association.

Sept. 20, 1854, Rev. Sabin McKinney, from the Presby-
tery of Montrose.

Jan 8, 1856, Rev. Anson H. Parmerlee, from the Pres-
bytery of Chemung.

June 3, 1856, Rev. John N. Hubbard, from the Presby-
tery of Oswego.

July 9, 1856, Rev. Edwin G. Moore, from the Presbytery
of Chicago.

June 2, 1857, Rev. Robert R. Kellogg, from the Presby-
tery of Genesee.

June 22, 1857, Rev. Milton Buttolph, from the Presby-
tery of Chemung.

Jan. 6, 1858, Rev. Samuel M. Campbell, from the Oneida
Association.

June 1, 1858, Rev. Luther Conklin, from the Presbytery
of Cayuga.

Sept. 29, 1858, Rev. Nathaniel Elmer, from the Presby-
tery of Chemung.

Jan. 4, 1859, Rev. Levi G. Marsh, from the Lincoln
Association, Maine.

Feb. 2, 1859, Rev. George P. Folsom, from the Presby-
tery of Genesee.

Sept. 12, 1860, Rev. Samuel Jessup, from the Presbytery
of Hudson.

June 3, 1862, Rev. Dwight Scovel, from the Presbytery
of Onondaga.

June 29, 1864, Rev. S. Mills Day, from the Presbytery
of Chemung.

Sept. 15, 1864, Rev. Claudius B. Lord, from the Presby-
tery of Buffalo.

Sept. 12, 1566, Rev. Edwin R. Davis, from the Presby-
tery of Onondaga.

June 9, 1868, Rev. A. Baker, from the Presbytery of
Onondaga.
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Feb. 1, 1869, Rev. Lucius D. Chapin, from the Presby-
tery of Washtenaw, Mich., and Rev. Isaac N. Sprague,
D.D,, from the Presbytery of Newark, N. J.,and Rev.
Henry M. Hazeltine, from the Western New York Con-
sociation.

June 9, 1869, Rev. Joseph L. Whiting, from the Presby-
tery of Cayuga.

In addition to the original thirteen churches, others have
from time to time been added to the roll as follows:

June 17, 1817, West Poultney and Riga.

Jan’y 20, 1818, North Avon.

Jan’y 19, 1819, Gainesville and Pike.

Jan’y 20, 1819, Groveland.

Jan’y 20, 1820, Nunda.

Feb. 8, 1820, Dansville.

June 20, 1820, Lima.

Jan'y 15, 1822, Avon.

Aug. 20, 1822, East Bloomfield.

Aug. 19, 1823, North Bristol.

Aug. 23, 1825, Sparta second.

Jan’y 16, 1827, Springwater.

Jan’y 15, 1828, Victor.

Aug. 25, 1829, South Richmond.

June 24, 1829, West Bloomfield 2d.

Nov. 17, 1830, York.

Jan’y 18, 1831, Mount Morris 2d and Moscow.

Jan’y 17, 1832, Conesus.

Dec. 26, 1834, South Avon.

Sept. 18, 1839, Cohocton 2d.

June 2, 1846, Tuscarora.

Feb. 13, 1855, Dansville 2d.

Dec. 11, 1866, Avon Springs.

June 10, 1868, Ossian.

The Rev. Comfort Williams, pastor of the First Church
of Rochester, was elected the first stated clerk March 11,
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1817, which office he held for about two years, when with
others he was transferred to form the Presbytery of
Rochester. He was succeeded by Rev. Abraham Forman,
of Geneseo, who held the office less than a year; when,
Feb. 8th, 1820, the Rev. John Barnard, of Lima, was
elected to the office, which, for fifty years, he continued to
hold, greatly to the satisfaction of his co-presbyters, until
the Presbytery was merged into that of Rochester at the
time of reconstruction.

During the fifty-three years of its existence the interest
which Ontario Presbytery took in ministerial education is
worthy of notice. At its first meeting, which was years
before the founding of Auburn Seminary, it was “ Resolved
that Rev. Messrs. Fiteh, Williams and Collins, and Messrs.
Perrin and Parish be a committee to devise some plan for
the purpose of educating pious, indigent young men for
the gospel ministry, and that they be required to report at
the first stated meeting of Presbytery.”

In connection with the report of the aforesaid committee
the following minute appears: “The subject of forming a
society for the education of pious, indigent young men for
the gospel ministry was called up, and after mature delib-
eration it was considered inexpedient to proceed at this
meeting of Presbytery to organize the contemplated
society. Therefore, resolved that the business be deferred
to a meeting to be held at East Bloomfield on the first
Wednesday of September next at 10 o’clock A. M.; that
Rev. E. Fitch, D.D., be required to notify the public of
gaid meeting through the medium of the newspapers
printed in this region; and that the Doctor open the con-
templated meeting with a sermon.”  What action was taken
at this meeting does not appear in the records; but we
cannot doubt that it all tended toward the ultimate founding
of Auburn Seminary ; for which we have reason to believe
large credit was due to the influence of Dr. Fiteh. Under
date of Aug. 24, 1821, the following resolutions appear:
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“1, Resolwed, That a contribution be taken up in each
of our congregations in the month of February, annually,
which may be appropriated to the aid either of the Semi-
nary at Auburn or Princeton, or to both of them, as those
who take it may see proper.

“9. Resolved, That it be recommended to the ministel"s
and elders of our churches to form associations in their
congregations to cultivate small portions of land, the avails
of which shall be appropriated annually, for the benefit of
the Seminary at Auburn.

* 3. Resolved, That Dr. Fiteh be appointed to receive
accounts of the formation of such associations and forward
them to the trustees of the Seminary.”

That the Presbytery took a very deep interest in the
education of the Indians living at Squakie Hill, in the
town of Leicester, appears from the following resolutions
under date of Aug. 23, 1821:

“1. Resolved, That a representation of the situation of
the Indians at Squakie Hill, together with a statement of
the proceedings of the Presbyteries of Ontario and Genesee
in relation to the establishment of a school among them, be
made by this Presbytery to the Board of Managers of the
United Foreign Missionary Society, with a view to the
relinquishment of the school on the part of Presbytery,
provided that society will undertake its management.

“9. Resolved, That in case the Board of Managers of
the U. F. M. Society determine to undertake the manage-
ment of the school at Squakie Hill it be relinquished by
this Presbytery; and that this Presbytery relinquish in
favor of said society whatever right this Presbytery has in
the house prepared for the accommodation of said school.

“38. Resolved, That in case the Board of Managers of
the U. F. M. Society do not determine to undertake the
management of the school before mentioned, the Presbytery
ask of the said Board of Managers a portion of the money
appropriated by the President of the United States.to the
instruction and improvement of the Seneca Indians, to be
employed by Presbytery in support of said school.

“4, Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs
propose the foregoing to the Presbytery of Genesee at their
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next meeting, for their concurrence; and in case these
resolutions or the substance be adopted by said Presbytery,
to co-operate with any committee that said Presbytery may
appoint for that purpose, in making the contemplated
representation to the Board of Managers of the U. F. M.
Society.

“5. Resolved, that in case the Board of Managers of the
U. F. M. Society do not undertake the management of the
school of Squakie Hill, the above mentioned committee, in
connection with a committee for the same purpose from the
Genesee Presbytery, conduct the school according to their
discretion, and that they report their proceedings and the
results of them, to Presbytery at its next stated meeting.”

The interest which the Presbytery took in the care of its
feeble churches appears in the following  Constitution of
the Voluntary Missionary Society for the Presbytery of
Ontario,” which was adopted by the Presbytery at its meet-
ing in Lima, Jan. 18, 1820 :

*“ Arricre 1. The officers of this Society shall be a Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Treasurer and Clerk, who shall be
annually elected by ballot.

“ Agr. 2. It shall be the duty of the President, or in case
of his absence, the Vice-President, to preside in all meet-
ings of this Society.

“ Arr. 3. The object of this Society shall be to afford
occasional supplies of preaching and evangelical instruction
to those places in this region which must otherwise remain
destitute.

“Arr. 4. For the accomplishment of this object it is rec-
ommended to each Minister in this Presbytery to spend as
much time in missionary labors as his own sense of duty
shall direct, and his congregation shall be willing to allow
him for that purpose.

“ Arr. 5. It shall be the duty of the missionary to make
collections for the benefit of the Society, wherever practica-
ble, and to transmit the same to the Treasurer,
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“Arr. 6. It shall be the duty of every missionary to keep
a journal of his proceedings and labors, to collect useful
information relative to the moral state and religious pros-
pects of the people among whom he shall labor, and to
make a report of the same to this Society once a year at
their semi-annual meeting in January ; and this journal is
to be forwarded to the General Assembly, in the same man-
ner as other missionary journals are forwarded.

«“ Arr. 7. This constitution may be altered or amended
afterwards, but only by the consent of two-thirds of the
members of this Presbytery present.”

The Presbytery then proceeded to elect the following
officers : —President, Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, D. D.; Vice-
President, Rev. Andrew Rawson; Treasurer, Rev. Julius
Steele, and Clerk, Rev. John Barnard.

As early as Aug. 24, 1825, “ Messrs. Barnard, Bull and
Day were appointed a committee to compile a history of the
Presbytery and to report it at the next stated meeting.” It
was also “ Kesolved, that the several churches be directed to
prepare histories of their origin, and to forward them to
the above committee, on or before the 3d Tuesday of Sep-
tember next.” At the next meeting, Jan. 18, 1826, this
committee reported in part, which was approved, and they
were authorized to conduct the business in that way which
they should think proper.

The following report on intemperance was adopted Aug.
29, 1627. “The committee appointed to cousider the rec-
ommendation of the General Assembly on the subject of
Intemperance, report that they have attended to the Qusiness
assigned them; and that they view the common use of
ardent spirits in our country an alarming evil, and would
recommend the adoption of the following resolutions, viz. :

“ 1. Resolved, that the intemperate use of ardent spirits
is an evil which the friends of the Redeemer ought to
unite in suppressing ; and that it is hereby earnestly recon-
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mended to the churches in connection with the Presbytery
to lend their aid in effecting this object.

2. Resolved, that the intemperate use of ardent spirits

rows out of the temperate use of them, and that, in the
judgment of this Presbytery, entire abstinence is the only
effectual remedy for the evils of intemperance.

‘8. Therefore, Zesolved, that the temperate use of ardent
spirits ought, in all ordinary cases, to be conscientiously
avoided and discouraged.

‘4. Resolved, that we consider the address of Mr. Kitt-
ridge on the effects of ardent spirits, as well calculated to
promote the object of the previous resolutions, and that the
members of this body will encourage its circulation.

“ Resolved, that Messrs. Hastings and Chipman procure
the publication of the above resolutions and phamphlet for
the benefit of our congregation.”

January 19, 1831, “ It was resolved that the Rev. Charles
G. Finney be invited to come and labor within the bounds
of this Presbytery; and that the Rev. Norris Bull be a
committee to communicate the resolution to Mr. Finney
with such a statement of facts as he may deem expe-
dient.”

The following report on the subject of slavery was
adopted January 17, 1837:

“The committee on the subject of slavery would respect-
fully report that they have endeavored carefully to examine
the subject, and beg leave to recommend to the Preshytery
the following resolution :

« Resolved, That we consider the enslaving of one part
of the human race by another as a gross violation of the
most sacred rights of human nature ; as utterly inconsistent
with the law of God, which requires us to love our neigh-
bor as ourselves, and as totally irreconcilable with the spirit
and principles of the gospel of Christ, which enjoins that
¢All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to
you, do ye so to them.’

“That therefore we consider it the duty of all Christians,
adopting all wise and prudent measures, to use their honest,
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earnest and unwearied endeavors, as speedily as possible, to
obtain the complete abolition of slavery in our land, and if
possible throughout the world.

“ Messrs. Goodrich, Brown and Tracy were appointed a
committee to procure the publication of the above resolu-
tion in the New York Observer, New York Evangelist and
Buffalo Spectator.”’

The Presbytery of Ontario held its semi-centennial cele-
bration at Mount Morris, March 12th, 1867, at which time
the Rev. Joseph R. Page preached the Historical Sermon
from Ps. 48: 12-13, “ Walk about Zion, and go round about
her, tell the towers thereof, mark ye well her bulwarks,
consider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the generation
following.” This sermon, together with other important
historical papers and speeches, was published, from which
the following extracts are taken: *Geographically and
ecclesiastically and generally this Presbytery soon came to
oceupy the middle ground, in some respects unfavorable to
its growth, excellent ag it is in itself. The attractions of
the Great West beyond drew thither thousands and tens
of thousands of our population, which is less to-day than it
was a quarter of a century ago. * * * * Individuals
and churches of extreme views and intolerant spirit disliked
our exemplification of the gospel precept, ‘ Let your mod-
eration be known unto all men,” and separated from us.
Ultra abolitionism reveled in its derisive and destructive
work. TFive of our congregations became connected with
the Old School. The ¢ millstones,” by which we were to
be ‘ground to powder,’ began to revolve, but the predicted
result did not follow. Immediately after the division of
the church this Presbytery placed on record its ¢ unqualified
disapprobation’ of the act by which it was accomplished,
and for three years continued to elect commissioners to the
General Assembly. Then for twelve years it deemed it
inexpedient to be represented therein, though its connection
with the Synod of Genesee remained as cordial as ever. In
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1852, commissioners were again elected, and the usage has
not since been departed from.”

“A deep interest has been manifested by it to sustain
and carry forward the benevolent and reformatory enter-
prises of the age, to improve the temporal condition of
men. It was among the first to set up the banner of total
abstinence from all that can intoxicate, when whiskey was
universally regarded as among the first necessities of the
settler, and it has continued to the present day to advocate
and exemplify the scriptural principles of the beneficent
temperance reform. With no uncertain sound has it from
time to time proclaimed the inalienable right of all men to
*life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,’ and the wisdom
and obligation of at once breaking the chain of the bond-
man, and restoring manhood to the slave. It has occupied
no timid or time serving position during the recent
rebellion, and the grand, and blessed be God, successful
effort to subdue it, but with unshaken faith in an ultimate
triumph of freedom and righteousness, even in the darkest
hour, in common with every religious organization about
us, it has rallied its sons around the flag, and encouraged
its danghters to sustain the nation’s brave defenders.”

“The Presbytery of Ontario had its origin at an auspi-
cious period. All the vast enterprises of the church, which
are the glory of our age, were just beginning to engage the
thought and to kindle the zeal of the ¢ Sucramental host of
God’s elect” They were arousing from a long and dreary
night of inactivity and slumber, to make resistless onsets
upon the strongholds of the kingdom of darkness. Bible
and Missionary and Education and Tract and Temperance
Societies were springing into life. Sabbath-schools and
Bible-classes were a novelty, but rapidly growing in favor
and efficiency. The men who organized this body were in
full sympathy with these great movements.”

“ This Presbytery has always shown a special regard for
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the pastoral office. Its ministers have remained longer with
the churches than any other in the region. Rev. Dr. Bar-
nard was pastor of the church in Lima thirty-eight years.
At the present time, nine of its churches, all save one,
able without aid to support the institutions of the gospel,
have settled pastors; the one of longest standing, twenty-
seven years, of least, six years; the whole, united, one
hundred and eight years, making the average period of
settlement just twelve years. No other Presbytery, it is
believed, can exhibit a similar record. In every respectwe
have derived great advantages from this course. It has
increased our power over the public mind. It has strength-
ened all our interests.”

In addition to the historical sermon of Dr. Page, from
which these extracts have been taken, this memorial service
was rendered intensely interesting by speeches from those
representing other Presbyteries, churches and religious insti-
tutions : Rev. William C. Wisner, D. D., of the Presbytery
of Niagara; Rev. Joel Wakeman, D. D., of the Presbytery
of Bath; Rev. M. N. Mc Laren, D. D., and Rev. J. E.
Nassau, D. D., of the Presbytery of Genesee River ; Rev.
Rev. C. F. Mussey, D. D., of the Presbytery of Genesee ;
Rev. Timothy Stillman, D. D., of the Presbytery of Buf-
falo; Rev. 8. M. Campbell, D. D., of the Presbytery of
Rochester ; Rev. Cyrus Hudson, of the Presbytery of St.
Lawrence; Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D., Secretary of Home
Missions ; Rev. C. P. Bush, D. D., Secretary of the A. B.
C. F. M.; Rev. Wm. 8. Mc Laren, of the U. P. Church;
Rev. E. B. Walsworth, D. D., of California, and Rev. J.
M. Fuller, of the M. E. Church. Dr. 8. H. Gridley, of the
Presbytery of Geneva, contributed an important historical

paper.
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The following hymn was composed for the occasion by
Dr. Thomas Hastings, of New York :

**Smiles and tears full oft are blending
Mid the scenes of hallowed joy ;
‘While our sorrows may be tending,
Bliss that nothing can alloy.
Life, a priceless boon, is given
To be filled with earnest zeal
In preparing souls for Heaven,
‘Where we hope ere long to dwell.
‘ Where are they, who, strong foundations
Fifty yearsago did lay ?
Gone from human habitations—
Numbered with the dead are they.
But they live in realms of glory
Round our blest Redeemer’s throne,
And perhaps to-day’s glad story
May to themn be fully known.
‘“ What prosperity attends us,
‘What enlargement fills our bounds !
Israel’s Guardian still defends us
And his light our path surrounds.
Thousands who have gone before us
Ran with zeal the Heavenly race ;
Tens of thousands joined in chorus
Yet shall sing recovering grace.”

In the work of Foreign Missions this Presbytery co-oper-
ated with the A. B. C. F. M. In the work of Home
Missions, in addition to the society formed within the Pres-
bytery, and for the purpose of helping its own feeble
churches by such aid as might be afforded by its own pas-
tors, to which reference has already been made, the churches
on this ground seem, according to Hotchkin’s History, to
have co-operated with the Genesee Missionary Society,
which was organized in 1810, and maintained a vigorous
existence until 1818. This same author is our authority for
saying that about one-third of all the funds raised for this
Society were contributed by Women’s Missionary Societies
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as connected with the different churches. Honorable men-
tion is made of contributions from these societies at East
and West Bloomfield, Victor and Lima ; showing us that
the noble work which our Christian women are now prose-
cuting is only the resumption of work which our mothers
commenced in the early settlement of the country.

FORMER PRESBYTERY OF ROCHESTER.

At a meeting of the Synod of Geneva, held Feb. 18,
1819, the Presbyteries of Ontario and Niagara were so
divided as to form the new Presbyteries of Rochester and
Genesee. The boundaries of Rochester Presbytery were :
“On the east by the east line of Penfield and Perinton; on
the south by the south line of Perinton, Pittsford, Hen.
rietta, Riga, Bergen and the Tonawanda Swamp; on the
west by the west line of Genesee County (which included
Shelby, Ridgeway and Gates), and on the north by Lake
Ontario.”

This Presbytery, in compliance with the order of Synod,
held its first meeting at Rochesterville, April 6th, 1819, in
a small wooden building on State street, as is supposed, the
same being occupied at that time by the First Church as a
house of worship, and was opened with a sermon by Rev.
John F. Bliss, from 2d Cor., IT: 16, ¢ To the one we are the
savour of death unto death, and to the other the savour of
life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things.”

The Rev. Comfort Williams, pastor of the First Church,
was elected moderator and also stated clerk and treasurer.
All the ministers were present, viz: John F. Bliss, Asa
Carpenter, Chauncey Cook, Alanson Darwin, Ebenezer
Everett and Comfort Williams; together with Josiah Pier-
son, a licentiate.

The elders present were Levi Warren, Penfield ; Samnuel
Stone, Pittsford ; Hubbard Hall, West Riga; Oliver Gibbs,



HISTORY OF ROCHESTER PRESBYTERY. 29

Rochester ; Pittman Wilcox, Bergen; Moses Fulton, Og-
den; John Bosworth, Sweden, and Levi Smith, Clarkson.
East Riga or Chili was the only church then belonging to
the body not represented.

The ministers subsequently received will be found in the
statistical table which accompanies this sketch.

Other churches have been received into the Presbytery
at dates as follows:

Carthage, April 6, 1819; Parma, Jan. 25, 1820 ; Barre
and Ridgeway, June 27, 1820; Shelby, April 17, 1821;
Sandy Creek, Sept. 11, 1821 ; Gaines and Wheatland, April
16, 1822; Clarendon, Feb. 4, 1823; Mendon, July 1,1823;
Rush, Feb. 5, 1829 ; Webster, Sept. 20, 1825 ; Rochester
Brick, Nov. 18, 1825; Rochester Third, Feb. 28, 1527;
North Bergen, June 24, 1828; Brockport, June 24, 1828;
Parma, March 4, 1829; Parma Corners, June 29, 1830;
West Mendon, June 28, 1831; Rochester Free, April 19,
1832; Churchville, July 10, 1832 ; Bushnell’s Basin, June
25, 1843; Henrietta, June 27, 1833; Kendall, Feb. 4,
1834 ; Rochester Central, Aug. 4, 1836; Rochester Fifth,
June 26, 1838 ; Charlotte, June 29, 1852; Victor, April 6,
1858 ; Rochester Westminster, April 5, 1868.

The aforesaid dates are taken from the Statistical History
written by Louis Chapin, Esq., and read by him at the Half
Century celebration of this Presbytery, April 7, 1869, and
which was published, together with a poem by Rev. Charles
E. Furman, D. D., a historical discourse by the Rev.
Charles P. Bush, D. D., and speeches by Rev. F. DeW.
Ward, D. D., Rev. M. N. McLaren, D. D., and Rev. J. R.
Page, D. D.

The following extracts are taken from Mr. Chapin’s
history :

« This exhibit shows that of the forty churches that have
belonged to this Presbytery, eighteen are now in its con-
nection, four have been set off to Niagara Presbytery, six
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belong to the Rochester City Presbytery, three have re-
turned to Congregational relations and nine have been
disbanded. * * * * * The eighteen churches now
connected with us had at their formation a total member-
ship of 356. Their present total number is 3,848.

“ Of the ministers connected with this Presbytery, twenty-
five are still in it, twenty-two have died when members, one
hundred and thirty-seven have been dismissed, four have
been stricken from the roll, two have been set off, one has
been deposed and one suspended. Six are believed to have
been dismissed without record being made ; one hundred
and seven of the whole number are believed to be now liv-
ing ; forty-seven are known to have died after being dis-
missed ; twenty-two have not been heard from lately, but
most of them are believed to be dead.

“ Lemuel Brooks has been connected with this Presby-
tery thirty-eight years, five months and eighteen days.
James B. Shaw has been pastor while in it, twenty-eight
years, two months and eighteen days. The average time
that the one hundred and ninety-eight ministers have been
in the Presbytery is six years, four mqnths and three days.
The present twenty-five members have been connected with
it an average of eleven years and nine months.

¢ At the first meeting of the Presbytery, committees were
appointed to draft constitutious for a Voluntary Missionary
Society (home, in its character), and for a Religious Tract
Society, and the next year an Education Society was organ-
ized ; an Auxiliary Foreign Missionary Society and a Sab-
bath School Union were resolved upon.

“Among the duties enjoined on pastors were the assem-
bling of baptized children to instruct them. in the cate-
chism, and to visit the district schools, and make efforts for
the improvements of scholars.

* At times the Presbytery was not free from disturbing
elements. In 1829, an overture on the subject of Free
Masonry was introduced. Several churches had become
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agitated and well-nigh sundered. Pacific counsels prevailed
and divisions were prevented. Several of the churches
were also disturbed on the doctrine of Christian perfection,
to such-an extent as led, in some cases, to discipline of pas-
tors and people.”,

¢ The act of excision by Geeneral Assembly in 1837, caused
deep and lasting feeling. Commissioners to General
Assembly were appointed in 1838, who went. I cannot say
how diligent search they made, but on their return they
reported ‘they could not find the General Assembly.
Appointments were made again in 1839. In this case the
appointees reported better success; they found the new
school body. After that this Presbytery stood aloof from
connection with either body till 1854. In 1850, they had a
committee draft a petition to both General Assemblies to
reunite. As it did not effect the desired object, several
attempts were made to recognize and send commissioners
to the New School Assembly. A vote was taken in 1852,
resulting in there being 14 for to 24 against sending. In
1553, a similar vote showed 14 for to 17 against it. After
further debate a second vote was a tie, there being 18 on
each side. In 1854, the question was dlsposed of by a vote
of 20 for to 12 against sending.

¢“So far as I have found evidence for it there have been
9,774 added to the churches on profession; and the same
evidence reports that there has been collected in our churches
for benevolent objects as follows: For- Foreign Missions,
$107,245; Home Missions, $57,894; Educational Objects,
$53,617; Publication, $28,486; General Assembly Com-
missioners’ Fund, $2,111; Minbisterial Relief, $681 ; Miscel-
laneous objects other than above, $132,660 ; total, $382,604.
If we had full reports to compare from, I believe they
would show that the total number of additions to our
churches by profession would exceed 11,000; and that the
collections to various benevolent objects would appear to
have exceeded half a million of dollars. No reports have
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been asked for or made of sustaining our own churches
until in 1865. The footing of this shows the amount for
five years to have been $155,570, or an average of $31 570
per year for sixteen churches.

“The early efforts of our Presbytery in behalf of various
benevolent objects were not limited in their fruits to the
amount of money contributed. The following named
persons who have been connected with it, or its churches,
have for a longer or shorter period been employed as
Foreign Missionaries : To the Sandwich Islands—as minis-
ters, Jonathan Green, T. Dwight Hunt and Soreno W.
Bishop ; as physician, Seth L. Andrews; as printer, Edwin
O. Hall; as assistants, Delia (Stone) Bishop and Fidelia
(Church) Coan. To India—as ministers, Alanson C. Hall,
Ferdinand DeW. Ward and Henry Cherry; as printer,
Elijah A. Webster. To Syria—as minister, Milan H.
Hitcheock ; as physician, Henry A. De Forest; as assistants,
Caroline (Sargeant) De Forest and Maria W. (Chapin)
Smith. To Singapore—as minister, Alfred North. To
Turkey—as minister, Joseph W. Sutphen; as assistant,
Harriet Seymour. To Siam—as assistant, Julia Johnson.
To Zulus, Africa—as assistant, Fanny M. (Nelson)
MecKinney. To Choctaws-—as minister, Ebenezer Bliss.
To Mackinaw, Mich.—as printer, Elisha Loomis. Quite
likely there may be others whose names I have omitted.
It is not possible to state the amount of labor that has been
performed in the Home Missionary work. Much of the
labor of our original members was of that kind ; and some
has been continued within our bounds to this present time;
while scores of our older or younger ministers have been, or
now are, in Home Missionary employ in this and other states.

“TIn the Sabbath School cause, the Union organized in
1821 was followed by a Rochester Union, organized in 1822,
which has, with some moditication, been continued in
existence to this time. A County Union was organized in
1824, which held annual meetings for many years, at which
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sehools from the villages and towns gathered in the Court
House yard, or other places, to hold their exercises. Their an-
nual reports were printed in pamphlet form as late as 1834.”

The historical discourse of Dr. Bush consisted mainly in
biographical sketches of those who had been quite promi-
nent in the history of the Presbytery aud in the religious
history of the ecity, from which are gathered the following
facts: Rev. Comfort Williams, pastor of the First Church
and the first moderator and stated clerk of the Presbytery,
“was the acknowledged patriarch of the wilderness.” He
was a graduate of Yale and Andover. He resigned his
charge of the First Church in 1821, and died in Rochester,
Aug. 26th, 1825.

Rev. Solomon Allen, a native of Northampton, Mass., had
been a Major in the Revolutionary war, and one of those
who conducted Andre to West Point. He was not licensed
to preach until he was fifty-three years of age, and, while
not a great preacher, was great in consecration, courage and
benevolence, securing very largely the confidence of the
people. He was the father of Solomon Allen, of Philadel-
phia, and Moses Allen, of New York. He closed his labors in
Brighton in 1820, and died Jan. 19, 1821, in New York city.

Rev. Josiah Pierson, pastor of the church in Bergen,
where he died March 7th, 1846, is referred to in the min-
utes of Presbytery, passed at the time of his death, as hav-
ing “ probably done more than any other minister of the
gospel in establishing churches and sustaining them in that
region. For years when the country was new, he preached
to small congregations in school-houses, barns and private
dwellings, receiving but a small salary. e counselled and
encouraged professors of religion to meet for worship ; aided
several small churches in their organization ; preached for
them and administered the ordinances to them oceasion-
ally, until they were able to obtain pastors for themselves.”

Rev. Joseph Penney, D. D., the second pastor of the
First Church, was educated at Trinity College, Dublin, and
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at Glasgow. He was a man of superior abilities, fine edu-
cation, with a special interest in the natural sciences, and
very successful as an educator, and zealous in the temper-
ance reform. After leaving Rochester, he was pastor of
the church in Northampton, Mass., and President of Ham-
ilton College. He died in Rochester in 1860.

Rev. William James, D. D., a native of Albany and edu-
cated at Princeton College and Seminary, was the first pas-
tor of the Brick Church. He was a diligent student, vigor-
ous thinker and elegant writer. Having inherited wealth
he was noted for his kindness to the poor and generosity
among his friends.

Rev. William F. Curry, a native of Kentucky, was
installed pastor of the church at Pittsford, July 14, 1825.
He was a clear thinker, a thorough Calvinist and an able
preacher, helping to turn the wilderness into a fruitful
field. He died at Geneva in 1861.

Rev. Norris Bull, D. D., the champion of Orthodoxy as
against Unitarianism in Geneseo from 1822 to 1832, was
pastor at Clarkson from 1837 to 1847,

Rev. Joel Parker, D. D., when a young man just from
the seminary, was instrumental in gathering and organizing
the Third Church of Rochester, in 1827, in which his labors
were very signally blessed ; but after remaining with them
a little more than three years, he left, greatly to their grief,
to establish the First Free Church of New York City.

Rev. Wm. Wisner, D. D., after a remarkably successful
pastorate of fifteen years at Ithaca, N. Y., came to the Brick
Church in 1831, and labored with great power for five
years.

Honorable mention was made of Dr. J. B. Shaw, Dr. F.
F. Ellinwood, Dr. C. P. Wing, of Carlisle, I’a.; Dr. M. J.
Hickok, of Scranton, Pa.; Dr. J. H. Mcllvane, of Prince-
ton, N. J.; Dr. A. W. Cowles, of Elmira; Dr. Geo. S.
Boardman, of Rome; Dr. M. N. Mc Laren, of Caledonia,
and Dr. A, G. Hall, of Rochester,



STATISTICAIL, TABLE.
PREPARED BY LOUIS CHAPIN, ESQ.
NAMES OF MINISTERS, WHEN AND HOW UNITED TO PRESBYTERY, TIME OF DEATH OR DISMISSION.

‘WHEN RECEIVED.

NAMES AND WHERE FROM.

WHERE TO.

DEATH OR DISMISSION.

July 13, 1841....... Silas H. Ashman, Cayuga............... .. | Wisconsin.

February 1, 1853...|David C. Ames, licensed.. ..|Niagara ......

June 13, 1860 I|Horace H. Allen. licensed. ..|Cayuga..

June 10, 1862......{Edwin Allen, Niagara .... .. Kalamazoo .
April 6, 1819 .....|John F, Bliss . . |Ontario Consoclatmn
April 18, 182I...... Josiah Bissel, Jr., licensed. .. .. . |Surrendered license.
November 17, 1824.|Stephen V. Barnes, Onondaga..

October 1, 1828
October 1, 1828....
June 30, 1830..
June 25, 1833..
June 25, 1833..
October g, 1833....
October 28, 1833...
June 24, 1834......
June 28, 1836..
June 27, 1837 .....
June 26, 1838
February 4, 1840...
February 2, 1841...
June 29, 184I......
November 14, 1843.
June 25, 1844......

.|Elisha D. Andrews, Council in Vermont.

.{Jacob Burbank, Onondaga
.|Isaac Bliss, Genesee Consociation
. [Joel Byington, Champlain

. |George S. Boardman, Watertown: .

Solomon Allen, Ontario Association..............

Abner Benedict, Cayuga.....
Lemuel Brooks, licensed. ..

Lemuel Brooks, Genesee... . ...
John F. Bliss, Geneva.
Norris Bull, Genesee.

George Beecher, Cincinnati..
William N. Benedlct. Cayuga
Edwin Benedict, Cayuga..
Linus W. Bﬂhngton, Ontaric
James Ballantine, Cayuga.
Chandler Bates, Niagara...
Jacob Burbank, Ontario.

.|Genesee.

.|Macomb Co. Association..

Ontario..

- |Died Fatl, 1830.
. Dlsrmssed September 21, 1831.

Died January 19, 1821.
. | Dismissed Jine 29, 1841,

“ f ¢ 1852,
June 28, 1853.
June 19, 1862,
June 11, 1867.
January 6, 1524.
March 4, 1828.
September 19, 1828.

I

February 4, 1834.
February 3, 1835.
July 1, 1835,

: Dismissed February 3, 1836.
.| Died December 8, 1847.
.| Dismissed December 26, 1843.

“ February 1, 1842.
October 13, 1841.
June 25, 1842,

February 5, 1850.
February 7, 1854.

..|Died July 2, 1857.

Dismissed June 27, 1848.
<
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‘WHEN RECEIVED.

NAMES AND WHERE FROM.

WHERE TO.

DEATH OR DISMISSION.

February 2, 1847...
February 6, 1849
February 6, 1849. ..
June 28, 1853......
September 19, 1855.
April 6, 1858
January 4, 185g....
June 11, 1861.
September 10, 1862.
June 10, 1863......
July 14, 1863......
September 12, 1866.
January o, 1867....
April 15, 1868......
September 8, 1868. .

April 6, 1819,
April 6, 1819..

. |Chauncey Cook.

Obadiah C. Beardsley, Buffalo,
Milton Buttolph, Niagara.... ..
Thomas Bellamy, Black River As:
Linus W. Billington, Ontario
Albert Bigelow, Buffalo
Nathan Bosworth, Watertown,
Charles R. Burdict, licensed ..
Byron Bosworth, Cayuga. ...
O. Holmes Barnard, Niagara.
Charles P. Bush, New York, Third.
George S. Bishop, licensed.... ...
Nathan Bosworth, Onondaga. .
Horatio W. Brown, Lyons
John E. Baker, Troy.... ...... [P
Linus W. Billington, Niagara.........

Asa Carpenter.....

..|Buffalo ..
..|Niagara, .
..|Nassau...... .
.|Onondaga.
|Genesee. .

.|Niagara.....ocvvneinenan

Chemung.

August 1, 1820.....[Charles James Cook .

July 5, 1825........ William F. Carray, Phlladelphla ..|Niagara .

February 7, 1826. .. |James Cahoon, Bangor, Ireland . ...|Angelica..

October 10, 1826. ..|George Coan, East New Haven Consociation.....|Buffalo... ..... .. .
June 25, 1827...... Ralph Clap, Hampshire Co. Association...... . |Genesee Consociation. . ...

February 3, 1829...
September 21, 1831.
September 21, 1831.
February 4, 1834...
October 14, 1834...
February 3, 1836...
November 10, 1840.
October 24, 1843...

Ebenezer Child, Niagara.. . ..

Alfred E. Campbell, Geneva. .|Cayuga. .

Lewis Cheeseman, Genesee. . | Caledonia.
Robert H. Conklin, Angelica ..|Angelica, .
Ward Child, Grand River....... ........ . .|Genesee. .
Henry Cherry, licensed, ordained Aug. 1r1.. .|Florida..

Ralph S, Crampton, Genesee............. Y
Jonathan Copeland, Cayuga.. . . Champlaln

o Hillsborough Association..

Dlsmlssed]une 8, 1858.

August 17, 1852;
February 5, 1850.
February 4, 1862.
January 6, 1857.
June 14, 1864.
September 10, 1861.
‘ April 14, 1868.

a0
.

.

: Dismissed February 23, 1864.

..|Died September 10, 1826.

. | Dismissed October g, 1852.
+{Deposed July 6, 1824.
... |Dismissed February 5, 1828.

September 15, 1829.
February 2, 1830.

o June 24, 1834.

¢ February 2, 1830.
June 27, 1833,

o Joined February 9, 1839.
... |Dismissed February 4, 1840.

‘“ June 30, 1835.
«

June 29, 1852.

...|Died March 25, 1864.

Dismissed January 5, 1859.



June 25, 1844......
February 3, 1847...

March 6, 1850......
June 12, 1860.....
June 13, 1860......
June 12, 1866, .....
January o, 1867....
January 12, 1867...

April 6, 1819.......
February 5, 1829. ..

December 23, 1834.
July 19, 1842......
February 21, 1843..
January 4, 1859...
June 14, 1864.....
January o, 1866....
April 6, 1819...

June 24, 1828. ...
September 21, 1831.
July 21, 1834......

January 9, 1855...
June 13, 1855.....
October 16, 1822. ..
September 21, 1830.
October 10, 1838...
June 28, 1842.....

August 15, 1848.. ..
August 19, 1851....
November 6, 1851. .
September 17, 1857.
June 30, 1840......
September 6, 1842. .

June g, 1844.......

.| David Dickey, licensed.. .......
.|Richard Dunning, Cayuga

.| Ebenezer Everett. .

.|Frank F. Ellinwood, Philadelphia, Fourth

Elisha M. Carpenter, licensed. .
Samuel M. Campbell, Mchawk
William W, Collins, Tioga.. .

Hiram W. Congdon, license:
Alanson Darwin. .... .......
Richard Dunning, licensed.
Richard De Forest, Black River Assoc
Richard Dunning, Nlagara ...............
George E. Delevan, Chenango. .

Hiram Dyer, Chenango. .

Edward Evans, Independent
George W. Elliott, Onondaga.
Tyron Edwards, New York.........o.0.

Nathaniel Elmer, Ontario...............
Abraham Foreman, Ontario.
Charles E. Furman, Cayuga.
George Freeman, Ontario.
Bela Fancher, Dayton. .
James Fenner, Genesee..........
Archibald Ferguson, Ogdensburgh
William A. Fox, Niagara........
Charles E. Furman, Niagara
Abner Goodell, Geneva.....
Moses Gillett, Ontano
Frederick W. Graves, Alton ..

| Niagara |
- |Monroe Associati
.|{Geneva, .

.|Niagara. ..
.| Unknown.
.|Ontario. ...
.|New York.

... |Rochester City.:: o
..|Buffalo........ .

- |New York, Thir

Ralph Clap, Genesee.........oouvvuiieuninienss Methodist Episcopal......
Augustus EV Cowles, New York, Third ..|Chemung.......... .
N. Marcellus Clute, licensed. .. .| Niagara..

.|L Norton Crittenden, Niagara, .| Geneva,

Dismissed September 3, 1844.
“ June 7, 1857.
‘“ February 6, 18535,
September g, 1863.

.| Dismissed April 4, 1868.

. " |Died December 15, 1831,
.. |Dismissed June 24, 1834.

i September g, 1842.

August 15, 1848.
June 24, 1844.

“

. . | Dismissed September 12, 1866.
Dismissed July 6, 1824.

Dismissed June 26, 1832.

“ February 4, 1845.

. Dlsm|ssed September 15, 1829,

June 30, 1846.

: Dxed June 25, 1868.
. Dlsmxssed August 15, 1848.

Jume 11, 1861.
February 7, 1854.
“ June 13, 1865.

| Died March 30, 1845.
. D1smlssed June 24, 1845.

August 12, 1845.

[
b3
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WHEN RECEIVED.

NAMES AND WHERE FROM.

WHERE TO.

DEATH OR DISMISSION.

April 29, 1845......
October 14, 1845...
June 26, 1849
June 27, 1851,
June 12, 1861
September 1o, 1861.
January 10, 1865...
June 11, 1867
April 6, 1819... ..
June 30, 1829.....
October g, 1832...
February 5, 1834...
November 4, 1834..
December 23, 1834..
July 1, 1835.......
February 4, 1841...
February 5, 1845...
October 14, 1845...
February 3, 1846...
February 6, 1849. ..
February 3, 1852...
June 26, 1855
August 25, 1857.
January 7, 1862. ...
January 7, 1863.
June g, 1863.......
October 20, 1838..
February 4, 1834...
July 4, 1826.......

. | Stephen C. Goetschies, Buffalo. ...

.|Jacob Hart, Champlam

.|Milan H. Hitchcock, Penobscot Association. .
.|Gavin L. Hamilton, licensed

.|Gavin L. Hamilton, Utica .

Blackleach B. Gray, Buffalo..........ccvveuenen.
Cornelius Willet Gillum, Buffalo,
Rufus S. Goodman, New York.

Corlis B, Gardner, licensed...
Anson Gleason, Buffalo. ...
Hugh B. Gardner, Montgomery Classe:
Willis Clark Gailord, licensed.........
Herman Halsey.............. .

.| Hiland Hubbard, Cincinnati . ... . .oiiiiiis

Alanson C. Hall, licensed, ordained Sep. 4, 1834. .

Jacob Hart, Ontario.... .....ovvne cveiunnians
Eli S. Hunter, Albany..... ...
Albert G. Hall, licensed
Parsons C. Hastmgs, licensed. .
Milo J. Hickox, Marietta Association’
Truman C. Hill, Utica..............
David L. Hunn, Niagara...
Augustus F. Hall, licensed.
Robert W. Hill, Ontario. ...
Nathan Hurd, Oneida.....

Henry M. Hurd, New Brunswick, licensed...

Yates Hickey, Chicago.

Alvan Ingersoll, licensed.
William James, Albany.................o0ine.t

-+| Marshali. ..
..|Schuyler.....
.| Genesee Valley.

...{Ontario. ,
.| Niagara. .
.|Ontario.. .

.| Wisconsin .
.| Buffalo, without letter
. Onondaga ...........
.|Buffalo........

...|Buffalo.......

Geneva., ...

Utica......
Albany.

Genesee. .
Foreign Missionary. .
Caledonia. .

Rochester City.

Genesee Valley.

| Niagara...... . -
Albany ......... ... .

Dismissed August 21, 1850,

.| Died October 7, 1853.
. | Dismissed June 27, 1854.

June g, 1863.

B June 2, 1865.

. Dlsmlssed September 10. 1862,

April 14, 1868.
September 8, 1868,
February 4, 1831
July 13, 1831.
October g, 1833.

“«
o

Died April 3, 1840.
. D15mlssed July 19, 1852,

February 4, T851.

Stncken off February 5, 1850.
.. | Dismissed October 14, 1845.

“ February 7, 1854.
o August 31, 1850.
June 10, 1862.

June 26, 1852.

0
‘e

.| Died January 16, 1856.
.| Dismissed October 23, 1867.

o

January 6, 1863.

.| Died March 2, 1863.
.. | Dismissed June 14, 1864.
"

June 12, 1866.

October 14, 1835.
February 4, 1831.




February 5, 1828...
February 4, 1834...

June 30, 1846.....

February 4, 1851...

September 17, 1856,
July 1, 1829,
October 10, 1838...
October 14, 1840...
June 27, 1843.....

February 4, 1845...
April 8, 1845
February 4, 1851...
June 27, 1820......
September 1, 1821. .
June 24, 1828
July 13, 1831
February 7, 1838. ..
December 26, 1843.
September 19, 1828,
June 30, 1829......
November 10, 1829.
June 27, 1832
June 25, 1833.
June 25, 1833.....
February 3, 1835...
Qctober g, 1839. ..

June 24, 1844..
June 24, 1845.
June 24, 1845..
February 16, 1847

June 27, 1848 ......
June 27, 1848.. ..

June 26, 1855

..|Roswell G. Murray, Nlagara
. |Samuel Marsh, Champlain. .

. |Samuel S. McCullough, Cortland.

Hugh Mair, Albany......
.|Malcom N. McLaren, Alban

‘William Jones, Oneida, licenciate....... . PR
Daniel Johnson, Ontario .

William P. Jackson, Buffalo.
Charles Jerome, Chenango. .
John L. Jones, Cortland
George P. King, Andover Association
Richard King, Ontario...............
William P. Kendrick, Genesee.
Charles Kenmore, Monroe Asso
Elias W, Kellogg, Ontario.........
Charles Kittridge, Tolland Co. Consociation.....
Elias W, Kellogg, Niagara.
Ebenezer Lazell, Bath.
Archy B. Lawrence, licensed....
Benjamin I. Lane, Oneida... ... .
Luke Lyons, Cayuga.......
Beaufort Ladd, Ontario .....
Charles G. Lee, Ithaca
Joseph Myres, Genesee..
Ebenezer Mead, Cayuga .
Asa Mahan, Oneida......
Gilbert Morgan, Albany. ..

William Mack, New York.......
Ebenezer Mead, Genesee

Charles N. McHarg, Hartford Association.
Joshua H. Mcllvaine, Albany.... .......
Charles Merwin, Geneva ......

Sabin McKinney, Ontario. ...

. | Buffalo, stricken off
. |Buffalo..........
. | Northern Missouri,

.|N. W. Association, Vt.
.|West Tennesee.
. |Chenango. .

. Wyommg

.|Long Tsiand Classes.
.|Otsego
.| Rochester City.
.|Cayuga...

Detroit. ... vovennnn

.| Dismissed February 4, 1831.
. | Died October 11, 1867.

.. |Stricken off Feb, 5, 1850.

. .| Dismissed January g, 1855.

January 4, 1860,
October 24, 1832.

“«

. |stricken off June 28, 1842.
. Dlsmlssed February 3, 1847.

February 1, 1848,
August 15, 1848,
February 7, 1854.
February 3, 1852,
Sept. 17, 1822,
October 16, 1822,
February 4, 1831
October 25, 1836.
July 29, 1841,
February 4, 1845.
June 27, 1832,
June 25, 1833,
Sept. 21, 1831,
October 10, 1838.
July 1, 1835.
February 3, 1846.
February 6, 1844.
June 28, 1842.

"| Died December 28, 1848.
. | Dismissed F ebr:lary 2, 1847.
t . “

@

February 6, 1849.
February 7, 1854.
June 27, 1852,

o Tioga......

Sept. 29 1863.

68
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WHEN RECEIVED.,

NAMES AND WHERE FROM.

‘WHERE TO.

DEATH OR DISMISSION.

February 19, 1856..
September 17, 1861.
January 7, 1862. ..
January 8, 1862...
February 23, 1864. .
July 10, 1866.......
February 19, 1823..
December 23, 18—..
April 6, 1858......
October 14, 1834. .
April 8, 1845..
April 6, 1819
June 27, 1820.
April 2, 1822.
July 4, 1826..
June 14, 1827
June 24, 1828
February 3, 1829...
November 3. 1831..
February 7, 1832...
October 12, 1836
August 18, 1847.
June 25, 1850
February 4, 1851...
February 4, 1851...
February 24, 1852..
January 6, 1857....
January 6, 1857....
September 12, 1860.

..|David Pratt, Oneida Association.. ......
. |Joseph Penny, New York Association, ref’

Henry G. Miles, New York, Third.............
George D. B. Miller, licensed .

Robert' McMath, Geneva
Royal Mana, Ithaca.......... .
Enoch K. Miller, licensed
Henry M. Morey, Albany..
Naham Nixon, Hopewell, Geo...........

Reuben Nason Cumberland, Mame Associatio .

Alfred North, Otsego
. {Moses Ordway, Genesee
Franklin W. Olmsted, licensed
Josiah Pierson, licensed

Hamilton W. Pierson, licensed
William K. Platt, Genesee. ...
Job Pierson, Chenango....
Robert Proctor, licensed.. ...
James S. Pierpont, Cayuga.
James H. Phelps, licensed.
David Powell, Niagara......

Hezekiah B. Pierpont, Ontario

Bath

Niagara...
" New York, First

.|David Page, Geneva.. Niagara. .
Joel Parker, Ontario.. .. ..|New York
Abial Parmele, Genesee. e ..|Buffalo... .
Silas Pratt, Ontario............ .. |Caledonia.
Hezekiah B. Pierpont, licensed. ..|Geneva...
Simeon Peck, Oneida.... ...... .|Bath...
Oliver H. Powell, Ontario . Genesee.

New York, Fourt
..|New York, Third.
.. |Kalamazoo
..|Rochester City.

.|San Francisco

Struck og

Joined by letter June 29, 1859.

January 7, 1863.

: Dismissed April 10, 1864.

. Unknown,
...|Died January 18, 1835.
.| Dismissed ]auuary 7, 1862.

Stricken off June 27, 1851.
.|Dismissed June 27, 1848.
Died March 7, 1846.

«..|Set off Sept. 16, 1823.
. Dlsmxssed July 22, 1834.

February 4, 1831,
June 17, 1830,
July 14, 1829,
February s, 1839.
February s, 1833.
March 14, 1833.
October 11, 1837.
February 1, 1848.
January 7, 1857.
September 29, ’63.
January 6, 1857.
February 1, 1853,
January 10, 1865.

«
6
t
“
“
u
«
“

.. |Died June 15, 1867,




June 11, 1862...
June 12, 1866
September 11, 1821.
December 5, 1834..
April 18, 1821.. ...
November 17, 1824.
June 14, 1827......
February 2, 1830...
February 7, 1832...
October 19, 1833. ..
August 30, 1838....
April 16, 1839.. ..

October 14, 1840...
December 8, 1840..
February 2, 1841...
February 2, 1841. ..
October 13, 1841...
June 25, 1844......
February 4, 1845...
February 3, 1846..

November 6, 1851..

February 19, 1856..

January 7, 1863...
December 15, 1863.
September 11, 1867.
October 20, 1868. .
June 28, 1831
June 26, 1855
January 8, 1862....
November 21, 1865.

February 5, 1839...

June g, 1863......
April 6, 1819.......

.|D. Henry Palmer, licensed............... Cer e

.|Norman B. Sherwood, Cayuga.......

Hamilton W. Pierson, Paducah.
Andrew Rawson, Ontario.
John B. Richardson, New Haven, West Ass'n. . .
George G. Sill, licensed............... ..ooieeen
Avelyn Sedgwick, Berkshire Association. ...

Jeremiah Stow, Congregational Association. . |Ontario.
Solomon Stevens, Cayuga.......... .|Cayuga.
Ezra Scoville, Deerfield Association. .| Genesee...
Charles Sparry, Baptist...... ...... . .| Baltimore.
Benjamin B. Stockton, Hudson. .|Ontario.

Avelyn Sedgwick, Genesee. . ..
Henry Snyder, Ontario.........
James M. Sherwood, North River
James B. Shaw, Buffalo.......
Ephraim Strong, St. Louis .
Stephen Stanley, Genesee. .. ..
Avelyn Sedgwick, reinstated.. .
William B. Stow, Oswego..... .

Joseph W. Sutphen, New York, Third
Frederick Starr, Jr., Lexington..
Alexander C. Stewart, Toronto
Augustus C. Shaw, licensed.....
Dwight Scovell, Ontario........
.| William B. Stewsrt Philadelphia.
John Thalimer, Cayuga
Ebenezer M. Toof
John C. Taylor, Ontario Association
Alexander McA. Thorburn, Troy.
Aaron Van Wormer, Genesee
Edwin B. Van Ancken, Rochester Cxty

Comfort Williams.

. |Ontari

.|Angelica .
.. Brooklyn .......

Oneida Association

. |Genesee. .

Albany.

Dismissed June g, 1863.
Set off Sept. 16, 1823.

. Dnsmlssedjune 16, 1855.

February 4, 1835.
October g, 1833.

February 6, 1828,
Fehruary 4, 1831.
February 5, 1833,
February 6, 1834.
October 10, 1843.

. . | Disc’ntin’d from roll Sep. 6,’42.
.. | Dismissed October 14, 1843.

September 4, 1845.

: Died November 6, 1843.
..|Suspended July 19, 1842.
. |Dismissed February 4, 1851.

‘“ June 30, 1846.
June 27, 1848.
October g, 1852.
January 7, 1862.

Dismissed January g, 1866.

October 14, 1835.
December 18, 1865.
November 2o, 1865.

. Dismissed October 14, 1840.

: Died August 26, 1825.

142
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NAMES AND WHERE FROM.

WHERE TO.

DEATH OR DISMISSION.

October 2, 1821,

October 9, 1832...
June 6, 1834.......
February 3, 1835...
March 24, 1835....
June 30, 183s...
October 25, 1836
October g, 1839....
October 29, 1839...
February 6, 1849..
February 3, 1852...
January 8, 1861....
January 7, 1863. ...
September 14, 1864.
June 11, 1867......
June 11, 1867.. ...
February 16, 1847. .

.|Jonathan Winchester, Champlain... ......... ..
. .|General Letter..

William Wisner, Cayuga

.|William C. Wisner, licensed. .

Conway P. Wing, Geneva....
Jairus Wilcox, West New Haven Association
.| Alfred anht Genesee Consociation. .. ..

. |Elijah D. Wells, Bath..

Hugh Wallis, Geqesee

. |George G. Wickson, C. W. Consociation
Calvin Waterbury, Cayuga....
Jeremiah Woodruff, Bath.....
Coles R. Wilkins, from Methodist Episcopal
William H. Webb, Ontario Association....
Austin G, Wilcox, Lyons.....
Calvin Waterbury, Holston, Tenn. .
John R. Young, New York, Third.... ..........

..|Albany.
.|Ontario.
..|Monroe.
.|Ottawa.

v .| Dubuque
. | Niagara..

Grand River........ oo

Monroe ..

Geneva -,

Dlsmlssed July 5, 1825,

.|Unknown.
. | Dismissed September 12, 1837.
..|Died September 7, 1848.

.| Dismissed October 14, 1840.

October 14, 1835.
February 3, 1836.
October 14, 1834.
June 25, 1850.
November 5, 1838,
February 6, 1838,

Dismissed September 17, 1857.

13

...|Dismissed September 12, 1866.
T

January g, 1866,
November 12, 1865.

. Dismissed October 22, 1847.

April 6, 1819, Comfort Williams, September 17, 1822.
September 17, 1822, Joseph Penny, June 30, 1829.

STATED CLERKS.

—_————

une 30, 1829, Joseph Myers, June 27, 1832.
une 27, 1832, George G. Sill, May 27, 1834.
June 6, 1834, Luke Lyons, October 25, 1836.

January 3, 1837, William Mack, February 6, 1839.

June 25, 1839, John B. Rlchardson Febmary 7, 1854.
February 7, 1854, Jonathan Copeland January 5, 1859.
January 5, 1859, Charles E. Furman.



HISTORY OF ROCHESTER PRESBYTERY. 43

PRESBYTERY OF ROCHESTER CITY.

The Presbytery of Rochester City was organized in con-
nection with the old school branch of the Church at Phelps,
N. Y., Oct. 7th, 1851, in accordance with the action of the
Synod of Buffalo, by taking from the Presbytery of Stenben
the following five churches with their ministers, viz: First
of Vienna, Seneca Falls, First of Mentz, East Williamson and
Conquest ; also the following four churches with their min-
isters from the Presbytery of Buffalo City, viz.: Rochester
2d, Rochester 3d, Penfield and Webster.

The ministers who were present at the organization of this
Presbytery were Rev. Benjamin B. Stockton, Rev. Albert
G. Hall, D. D., Rev. Thomas Bellamy and Rev. George C.
Heckman. Those who were absent were Rev. A. B. Van-
hanizan, Rev. Alexander Mec Coll and Rev. John Fisher.

The elders present were D. Sherrell, from Vienna First,
and H. S. Wier, from Seneca Falls. The other churches
above named were not represented.

The Rev. Albert G. Hall, D. D., preached the opening
sermon from 1st John, V:13: ¢ These things have I writ-
ten unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God,
that ye may know that ye have eternal life and that ye may
believe on the name of the Son of God.”

The Rev. Benjamin B. Stockton was chosen moderator
and the Rev. George C. Heckman stated clerk. Of the
seven ministers who formed the Presbytery, Dr. Hall alone
remained a member to its close.

The Rev. B. B. Stockton was dismissed to the Presbytery
of New York, April Tth, 1858, after the pastoral relation
between himself and the First Church of Vienna had been
dissolved.

Rev. Thomas Bellamy died at Charlotte, N. Y., April
31st, 1867.
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Rev. Geo. C. Heckman was dismissed to the Presbytery
of Winnebago, Nov. 27, 1856, after his pastoral relation to
the church at Port Byron had been dissolved.

Rev. A. B. Vanhanizan was dismissed to the Classis of
Geneva, Oct. 8, 1862, together with the church at East
‘Williamson, of which he was the pastor.

The Rev. Alexander McColl was dismissed to the Pres-
bytery of Niagara, April 25, 1855.

Rev. John Fisher having united with the Baptist denom-
ination, his name was stricken from the roll, April 29,
1852.

Additions by ordination were as follows: Oect. 7, 1851,
Edward Hall, as evangelist ; April, 27, 1853, Alexander
McFarland, and installed at Penfield; whose pastoral rela-
tion was dissolved Oect. 12th, 1854, and he dismissed to
the Presbytery of Whitewater.

June 21st, 1853, Dugald D. MecColl, and installed at
‘Wheatland ; which relation was dissolved March 8, 1870, and
on the 17th of the same month he was installed at Phelps.

March 22, 1866, E. Maurice Wines, and installed at
Rochester First; which relation was dissolved July 14, 1868.

Aug. 1, 1866, Daniel R. Foster, and installed at Phelps ;
which relation was dissolved Sept. 22, 1869.

April 81, 18617, Gideon P. Nichols as an evangelist.

Nov. 6, 1867. Charles W. Wood as an evangelist, who
was dismissed to the Presbytery of Genesee, Sept. 22, 1869.

Additions by letter were as follows: April 29, 1852,
Reyv. L. Genstiniani, D. D., from the Lutheran body; and
dismissed April 27, 1853, to the Presbytery of Cincinnati.

Oct. 4, 1853, Rev. A. T. Young, from the Presbytery of
Wyoming ; and dismissed to the Presbytery of Watertown,
April 25, 1860.

April 26,1854, Rev. Charles Kittridge, Rev. James Bal-
lentine, Rev. Archibald Furgerson and Rev. Joshua H.
Mecllvane, D. D., from the Presbytery of Rochester; the
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two former came into this Presbytery at the time of reun-
ion ; Rev. A. Furgerson died as pastor of the church at
Charlotte, Dec. 20, 1856; and Dr. J. H. Mcllvane was
released as pastor of Rochester First, Aug. 8, 1860, and dis-
missed to the Presbytery of New Brunswick, Sept. 19, 1860.

Oct. 4, 1854, Rev. Jacob Hart, from the Presbytery of
Genesee River, who died at Fergus, C. W., Nov. 26, 1864.

Sept. 19, 1855, Rev. Geo. W. Burroughs, from the
Classis of Geneva; and was dismissed to the Presbytery of
Baltimore, April 29, 1857.

Oct. 11, 1855, Rev. Charles Ray, from the Presbytery of
Genesee River, who was installed first pastor of Rochester
Calvary, Sept. 17, 1856,and dismissed to the Genesee River
Presbytery, Oct. 14, 1858.

April 23, 1856, Rev. James Harkness, from the Presby-
tery of North River ; installed pastor of North State St.
Church, Rochester, June 11th, 1856, from which he was
released June 29, 1858, and soon after removed to Yonkers,
but never took a letter.

June 10, 1856, Rev. R. H. Richardson, from the Presby-
tery of Chicago, and on the same day installed pastor of
Rochester St. Peters, from which, Dee. 11, 1857, he was
released and dismissed to the Presbytery of Chicago.

July 16, 1857, Rev. A. P. Botsford, from the Presbytery
of North River, and July 24, 1857, installed pastor at Port
Byron, from which he was released April 1, 1861, and dis-
missed to the Presbytery of New York, April 23, 1861.

Sept. 16, 1857, Rev. Joseph Kimball, from the Associa-
ted Reform Presbytery of Washington, N. Y., who was dis-
missed to the Classis of Poughkeepsie, Feb. 21, 1863.

Oct. 18, 1858, Rev. Joseph H. Towne, from Fairtield
Association, Connecticut, and Oct. 28, 1858, installed pastor
of St. Peters, from which he was released April 25, 1860,
and dismissed to the Presbytery of Buffalo.

Oct. 28, 1858, Rev. James Nichols from the Presbytery
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of Genesge River. He died January 31, 1864 ; to whom in
the minute which was adopted in view of his death, Pres-
bytery refers, as having “been peculiarly useful in the
organization of three new churches in Oneida, in the teach-
ing of youth in the Geneseo Academy, and his own school
in Rochester, and as chaplain of the Western House of
Refuge in Rochester.”

March, 1859, Rev. George Patton, from the Associate
Reformed Body, together with the church at Seneca, of which
he was pastor and which had belonged to the Associate
Reformed Body. He remained pastor of the same to the
time of reunion.

April 27, 1859, Rev. E. C. Prichett, from the Presbytery
of Geneva; installed pastor of the Westminster Church,
Geneva, May 3, 1859, from which he was released April 25,
1860, and dismissed to the Presbytery of Utica, April 25,
1866.

April 27, 1859, Rev. W. 8. Parsons, from Luzerne Pres-
bytery, who was dismissed to the Presbytery of Lewis, Pa.,
Oct. 2, 1861.

Aug 16, 1859, Rev. Isaiah Faries, from Associate
Reformed Presbytery of Big Spring, Pa., and installed pas-
tor of the church at Phelps, from which he was released
April 26, 1865, and dismissed to the Presbytery of Albany.

Oct. 15,1859, Rev. Lemuel Leonard, from the Presby-
tery of Genesee River, who was dismissed to the Presbytery
of Michigan, August 17, 1860.

Aungust 8, 1860, Rev. J. T. Coit, from the Presbytery of
Niagara, and installed pastor of Rochester St. Peters, who
suddenly died Feb. -, 1863, greatly beloved and sincerely
lamented both by his church and the Presbytery.

June 18, 1861, Rev. Edwin B. Van Auken, from the
Presbytery of Cayuga, who was dismissed to the Presbytery
of Rochester, April 29, 1863.

June 18,1861, Rev. Belville Roberts from the Presbytery
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of Troy; installed pastor of Rochester Calvary, Oct. 2, 1861,
from which he was released June 31, 1865, and dismissed to
the Presbytery of Rock River.

July 81,1861, Rev. Timothy H. Quigley, from the Presby-
tery of Genesee, who was dismissed to the Presbytery of
Genesee Valley, April 28, 1869.

Feb. 11, 1862, Rev. Franklin D. Harris, from the Pres-
bytery of Philadelphia, and installed pastor at Port Byron ;
from which he was released April 25, 1866, and dismissed
to the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, Sept. 19, 1866.

May 13, 1862, Rev. Calvin Pease, D. D., from the
‘Winooskie Association, and installed pastor of Rochester
First. He died Sept. —, 1863, respecting which, Presbytery
passed appropriate resolutions.

April 29, 1863, Rev. Hiram Harris, from the Presbytery
of Cayuga, who was dismissed to the Presbytery of Geneva,
March 22, 1866.

Aug. 22, 1863, Rev. Edwin D. Yeomans, D. D., from
the Presbytery of New Brunswick; installed pastor of
Rochester St. Peters, Nov. 9, 1863, from which he was
released April 81, 1867, and dismissed to the Presbytery
of Passaic.

April 27, 1864, Rev. George McCartney, from the Clas-
sis of Saratoga, and installed at Webster, June 7, 1864.

Deec. 6, 1864, Rev. Silas R. Beadle, D. D., from the Pres-
bytery of Connecticut, and dismissed to the Central Presby-
tery of Philadelphia, Oct. 5, 1865.

Dec. 6, 1864, Rev. John W. Major, from the Classis of
Saratoga.

Sept. 20, 1865, Rev. Alfred Yeomans, from the Presby-
tery of Raritan, and dismissed to the Presbytery of Hunt-
ington, January 2, 1867.

April 31, 1867, Rev. Herbert W. Morris, from the Pres-
bytery of Albany, and installed pastor ‘of Rochester Calvary,
June 9, 1867.
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April 29, 1868, Rev. Wm. D. Woodruff, from the Bap-
tist denomination.

April 28, 1869, Rev. Oliver P. Conklin, from the Presby-
tery of Cortland.

Sept. 22, 1869, Rev. James M. Crowell, D. D., from the
Presbytery of Philadelphia, who soon after was installed
pastor of Rochester St. Peters.

From the previous list it appears that this Presbytery
consisted of seven original members, seven added by ordi-
nation and thirty-six by letter, making a total of fifty during
the nineteen years of its existence, of whom six died,
twenty-seven were dismissed, and one was stricken from the
roll.

The original nine churches have already been named, to
which the following ten, from time to time, were added,
making a total of nineteen.

April 27, 1853, the church at Wheatland, from the Pres-
bytery of Rochester.

Oct. 4, 1853, East Bethany, from the Presbytery of
‘Wyoming.

December 18, 1853, Rochester St. Peters was organized.

April 26, 1854, the First Church of Rochester and the
church of Parma and Greece were received from the Pres-
bytery of Rochester.

October 4, 1854, the North State St. Church of Roches-
ter, which had been organized by a committee of Presbytery.

April 25, 1855, the church-at Charlotte from the Presby-
tery of Rochester.

June 15, 1856, Rochester Calvary organized by a com-
mittee of Presbytery.

March —, 1859, the church at Seneca, from the Associate
Reformed Chureh. :

April 27, 1859, Westminster Church, Geneva, organized
by a committee of Presbytery.
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Of these nineteen churches, four transferred their rela-
tions to other bodies and three were dissolved as follows :

April 26, 1854, Rochester Second was reported as having
placed itself under the care of the Classis of Geneva, and
was stricken from the roll.

April 29,1857, Penfield asked leave to withdraw, in order
to unite with the Rochester Presbytery, which was granted.
Also, at the same date, Seneca Falls informed Presbytery
that they had taken measures to connect themselves with
the Presbytery of Geneva (N. 8.), and the name was stricken
from the roll. )

Oet. 8, 1862, the church at East Williamson asked leave
to withdraw, in order to place themselves under the care of
the Classis of Geneva, which was granted.

April 23, 1861, the church at West Greece, which had
been received from the Presbytery of Rochester, April 26,
1854, as the church of ** Parma and Greece,” was stricken
from the roll, “the church organization having been
dissolved.”

The name of the North State St. Church, of Rochester,
which was organized in 1854, appears for the last time
on the Statistical Report of the year 1860, with no mem-
bers ; but no record was made of its dissolution.

The church at Conquest is reported in 1859, for the last
time, as vacant, and having eighteen members, but no action
is found in regard to its dissolution.

There have been eight licensures, as follows:

April 28, 1852, Charles Ray; April 7, 1858, Robert
Proctor ; Feb. 8, 1859, George Dutton and Charles Russell
Olarke ; April 25, 1860, Matthew L. R. P. Hill; May 31,
1865, Gavin Longmuir ; April 95, 1866, Charles W. Wood.

Six stated clerks were elected at the following succes-

sive dates :
Oct. 7, 1851, Rev. George C. Heckman ; Nov. 27, 1856,
Rev. Charles Ray; April 27, 1859, Rev. A. P. Bottsford ;
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April 23, 1861, Rev. Dugald D. McColl ; April 27, 1864,
Rev. Edwin D. Yeomans, D. D.; April 381, 1867, Rev.
Albert G. Hall, D. D.

According to the records, the Presbytery, at the close of
its existence, consisted of sixteen ministers and twelve
churches.

GENESEE RIVER PRESBYTERY.

[The subjoined sketch has been furnished by Rev. J. E. Nassau,

D. D, of Warsaw, N. Y., who, as stated clerk of the Presbytery
of Genesee, has in his possessmn the records of the Presbytery of
Genesee River.]

The Synod of New Jersey, in session at Morristown, N.J.,
October, 1838, in respomse to overture, erected the
Presbytery of Caledonia in Western New York, in con-
nection with the (O. S.) General Assembly.

The Presbytery of Caledonia, having grown to very wide
bounds, was, by their own request, divided by the Synod of
New Jersey, in session at Elizabethtown, Oct. 19, 1842, into
the two Presbyteries of Steuben and Wyoming ; the Gen-
esee River to be the dividing line between them, and the
Presbytery of Steuben to retain the records and other
papers of the Presbytery of Caledonia.

In August, 1844, the (O. 8.) Synod of Buffalo, created
by the General Assembly out of the three Presbyteries of
Steuben, Wyoming and Ogdensburg, met in Buffalo. Soon
after the new Presbytery of Buffalo City was erected by
Synod, taking those ministers and churches in and around
Buffalo, that had belonged to the Presbytery of Wyoming.

All these Presbyteries grew and changed in ministers and
churches until 1851, when the Synod of Buffalo, having met
August 21st, in Vienna, made some further Presbyterial
changes, which weakened the Presbyteries of Wyoming and
Steuben, so that in response to overture from these two
Presbyteries, the Synod, in its session in Bath, N. Y.,
Avugust, 1853, “ Resolved, that the request of the petitioners
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be granted ; that the new Presbytery extend over the ground
occupied by the two above named Presbyteries; that the
new Presbytery hold its first annual meeting on the last
Tuesday of September next, at two o’clock P. M., at War-
saw, and be opened with a sermon by the oldest clergyman
present, and that the Presbytery assume the name of the
Presbytery of Genesee River.”

The Presbytery thus organized met according to appoint-
ment in the Presbyterian church of Warsaw, N. Y., Sep-
tember 27th, 1853, at two o’clock . m., and was opened
with a sermon by Rev. Thomas Aitken, (text not given).

Rev. Thomas Aitken presided at the organization and
was then chosen moderator, with the Rev. George D.
Stewart, stated clerk.

The roll of ministers and churches, including those present
and the absentees, shows : )

MINISTERS.
Isaac Oakes, Stewart Mitchell,
Thomas Aitken, Jacob Hunt,
Lemuel Leonard, Daniel Harrower,
Jesse Edwards, Moses Miller,
H. L. Doolittle, J. W. McDonald,
J. Edwin Miller, Smith Sturges,
George D. Stewart, L. R. Lockwood,
Charles Ray, James Nichols,
J. K. Correnger.
CHURCHES,
Bath, Peter Halsey, Elder. Lindley, unrepresented.
Groveland, Peter Titsworth. Cameron, “
Oakland, George Arnold. Second Sparta, ¢
Caledonia, Alexander Frazer. .  Portageville, “
Warsaw, Luther Foster, ‘Wyoming, “
First Sparta, Wm. W. McNair. Moscow, “

Tuscarora, James Conklin. Scottsville, w
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Rev. George D. Stewart remained stated clerk until his
removal west in 1859. At the meeting in Second Sparta
Church, April 26, 1859, Rev. Joseph E. Nassau was chosen
Mr. Stewart’s successor, and has continued stated clerk of
Genesee River Presbytery until the reconstruction of 1870,
and since then of Genesee Presbytery, thirty years next
month.

The statistical report of Presbytery, May 9, 1854, gives
16 ministers, 13 churches and 2 candidates ; the churches
being the same as those just given, except that Cameron
and Lindley seem to be regarded as one, (extinet in 1855);
the ministers the same as above given, except changes made
by the death of Rev. Daniel Harrower and the accession of
Rev. John J. Carroll, Rev. Pliny Twitchell and Rev. John
W. Major.

The number of members given in the statistical report is
1,058. At the reconstruction (in April, 1870,) the total
membership was 1,420.

March 7, 1855, licentiate John Jones was ordained and
installed at Scottsville.

October 24, 1855, licentiate Joseph E. Nassau was
ordained and installed pastor at Warsaw.

October 15, 1856, Rev. F. De W. Ward was received
from the Presbytery of Ontario.

April 28, 1857, Rev. W. P. Jackson was received from
the Presbytery of Michigan, and Rev. Wm. E. Jones from
the Presbytery of Troy.

April 29, 1857, Rev. James M. Harlow from the Pres-
bytery of Buffalo City.

September 23, 1857, Rev. W. N. Hall from the Congre-
gational Association of Hampton East, Mass.

February 16, 1859, Rev. Charles Ray from the Pres-
bytery of Rochester City.

January 5, 1860, (Rev.) licentiate Henry B. Thayer
ordained and installed pastor of Presbyterian church of
Oakland.
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November 13, 1860, Rev. Dr. Malecolm N. McLaren
received from the Reformed Dutch Classis of Orange and
the same day installed at Caledonia.

August 16th, 1861, Rev. E. W. Kellogg from the Pres
bytery of Buffalo City, and Rev. B. Coleman Smith from
the Presbytery of Bath.

March 11, 1862, Rev. Henry Neill from the Presbytery
of Michigan.

June 14, 1864, (Rev.) licentiate J. S. Bingham ordained
and installed at Portageville.

April 25, 1865, Rev. Henry L. Doolittle from the Pres-
bytery of Washington.

October 6, 1865, Rev. R. W. McCormick from the Pres-
bytery of Susquehanna.

April 24, 1866, Rev. Ephraim 8. Wilson from the Pres-
bytery of Vincennes; he went over to the Episcopal church
that autumn and his name was dropped.

October 10, 1866, Rev. Charles W. Maccarthey from the
Presbytery of Genesee.

July 22, 1867, (Rev.) licentiate John Butler was ordained
as evangelist to the foreign field (China).

October 28, 1868, licentiate Thomas Dobbin ordained to
the ministry and installed pastor at Groveland, June 16, 1869.

September 28, 1869, Rev. James M. Platt, received from
the Presbytery of Alleghany City, and installed at Bath,
November 4, 1869.

From the above sketch of Dr. Nassau we deduce the fol-
lowing summary :

Original members, seventeen; subsequently added by
ordination, six ; by letter, eighteen ; total, forty-one ; number
of iustallations, seven ; number of churches, fourteen.

This Presbytery existed for seventeen years, and at the
time of reconstruction, took its legal succession in the Pres-
bytery of Genesee, although about half of its ministers and
churches, those within the bounds of Livingston County,
were incorporated with the Presbytery of Rochester.
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PRESENT PRESBYTERY OF ROCHESTER.*

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church being
convened in the City of Philadelphia, Pa., in the month of
May, A. D. 1870, the same being the first meeting of the
re-united body of what had been known for thirty-two
years as the New and Old School branches of the Presby-
terian Church, in the reconstruction of its Synods through-
out the country, defined the Synod of Genesee as including
all that portion of the State of New York west of the
eastern boundaries of the Counties of Monroe, Livingston
and Alleghany. Said Synod met as directed by the
Assembly, in the Central Presbyterian Church of Buffalo,
on the 28th day of June following, and immediately
changed its name to that of Western New York. At this
first meeting the present Presbytery of Rochester was
formed, to include all the ministers and churches within the
bounds of Livingston and Monroe Counties, and to be the
legal successor of the former Presbyteries of Rochester
City, Rochester and Ountario.

Said Presbytery immediately met at the call of one of
their number who had been appointed by the Synod for that
purpose, in the Central Church of Buffalo on the 29th day
of May, 1870, and after electing Rev. Levi Parsons as
moderator, and Rev. J. Jones as temporary -clerk,
adjourned to meet in the Central Presbyterian Church of
Rochester, on the 13th of September following.

With reference to the three Presbyteries to which this
was made the legal successor, inasmuch as it contained a

* This part of the history was reported to Presbytery April 10, 1888, and
having met the approval of the body, was ordered to be printed. But its pub-
lication has been delayed until December, 1889, in order that the histories of
the former Presbyteries, and of the individual churches, might accompany it,
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very large proportion of their ministers and churches, that
of Ontario which was New School, and which, with the
exception of the churches at Perry and South Bristol, was
entirely within the county of Livingston, was the oldest
having been formed by the Synod of Geneva at its session
in the village of Geneva, Feb. 19th, 1817.

The following are the names of the ministers from Onta-
rio Presbytery, who helped to constitute this Presbytery of
Rochester :

Justus S. Hough, John Barnard, D. D.,
Isaac N. Sprague, D. D., Milton Buttolph,
‘William Hunter, Joseph R. Page,
Luther Conklin, Herman N. Barnum,
Orson P. Allen, Lucius D. Chapin,
Levi Parsons, Henry M. Hazeltine,
Samuel Jessup, Alphonso L. Benton,
Levi G. Marsh, Willis Clark Gaylord,
Alvin Baker, Joseph L. Whiting,

Isaac N. Lowrie,

Nineteen in all, four of whom, Allen, Barnum, Lowrie and
Whiting, were Foreign Missionaries.

Edward G. Bickford was a licentiate.

The following twelve churches, with an aggregate of
1,562 members, were also from the same Presbytery:
Avon, Avon Springs, Dansville, Geneseo First, Geneseo
Village First, Lima, Livonia, Mount Morris, Nunda, Ossian,
Springwater and Union Corners.

The former Presbytery of Rochester was formed by the
Synod of Geneva, Feb. 18, 1819, that is, two years after
that of Ontario, by taking a part from Ontario and a part
from Niagara. This Presbytery, with the exceptions of
Victor and Bergen, had been restricted to the County of
Monroe.
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The names of the ministers coming into the new Presby-
tery were:

Hezekiah B. Pierpont, Lemuel Brooks,

Charles E. Furman, D. D., James B. Shaw, D. D,,
Robert McMath, Nathaniel Elmer,

Austin G. Wileox, Samuel M. Canipbell, D. D.,
William B. Stewart, Dwight Scovel,

Alexander Me A. Thorburn, Samuel A. Freeman,
Edwin B. Van Auken, Gavin L. Hamilton,

Henry M. Morey, John E. Baker,

Charles P. Bush, D. D.,

Seventeen in all, together with David Dickey and Elisha
M. Carpenter as licentiates.

Also, from the same Presbytery, the following fourteen
churches: Brockport, Chili, Clarkson, Gates, Mendon,
Ogden, Parma Centre, Penfield, Pittsford, Rochester Brick,
Rochester Central, Rochester Westminster, Sweden and
West Mendon, now Honeoye Falls, with members num-
bering, in the aggregate, 3,262.

The other Presbytery, that of “ Rochester City,” which,
as already stated, had been organized in connection with
the Old School Assembly at Phelps, N. Y., October 7, 1851,
contributed seven of its sixteen ministers to form the new
Presbytery, whose names are as follows :

Albert G. Hall, D. D., Charles Kittridge, Oliver P.
Conklin, George McCartney, James Ballentine, Herbert
‘W. Morris and James M. Crowell, D. D.; also the following
seven of its twelve churches with members numbering, in
the aggregate, 1,637, viz :

Rochester First, Rochester Third, Rochester St. Peters,
Rochester Calvary, Charlotte, Webster and Wheatland.

There was, as has already been stated, a fourth Presby-
tery, that of ¢ Genesee River,” which had been connected
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with the Old School Assembly and which took the Presby-
tery of Genesee as its legal successor, which at this time
contributed to the new Presbytery the following eight
ministers : Isaac Oakes, Malcolm N. McLaren, D. D.,
Thomas Aitken, Ferdinand De W. Ward, D. D., Wash-
ington D. McKinley, William E. Jones, John Jones and
Thomas Dobbin ; also the following eight churches with an
aggregate of members of about 753: Caledonia, Geneseo
Central, Groveland, Moscow, Oakland, Sparta First, Sparta
Second and Tuscarora. To these may be added the Rev.
Geo. W. Lane, of Moscow, who at that time was a member
of the Presbytery of Buffalo City.

The new Presbytery at the time of its organization con-
sisted of 52 ministers of whom 17 were pastors, 16 stated
supplies, 4 foreign missionaries, 2 secretaries, 2 teachers
and 11 without charge ; also 3 licentiates, 41 churches and
7,214 communicants.

Since that time the names of 107 ministers have been
added to our roll, making a total of 157. Of these 107
seventeen were received by ordination and the remaining
ninety by letter from other bodies. Of the seventeén who
were ordained eight were installed over churches as follows :

June 4, 1873, Rev. George K. Ward at Dansville,

July 80, 1874, Rev. Fisher Gutelius at Moscow.

October 8, 1874, Rev. George C. Jewel at Parma Centre.

November 10, 1874, Rev. John K. Fowler at Caledonia.

May 25, 1875, Rev. Lewis II. Morey at Pittsford.

October 12, 1885, Rev. Gerard B. F. Hallock at Wheat-
land.

September 30, 1886, Rev. Robert Kerr Wick at Sparta
First and Second.

May 25, 1887, Rev. Bevard D. Sinclair at Fowlerville.

The other nine were ordained “sine titulo,” as follows:

June 12, 1878, Rev. Eneas McLean and Rev. James W.
White at the Central Church, Rochester.
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October 29, 1878, Rev. John P. Campbell at Caledonia.

June 18, 1883, Rev. Theodore S. Day at Rochester First.

October 2, 1883, Rev. Evan R. Evans at North Sparta.

November 15, 1883, Rev. Theodore W. McNair at South
Sparta.

September 29, 1855, Rev. Frank P. Gilman at North
Sparta.

May 23, 1887, Rev. Albert S. Bacon at Victor.

Three of the aforesaid were ordained with special refer-
ence to the foreign work, viz: Rev. Eneas McLean who
went to South America, Rev. Theodore W. McNair who
went to Japan, and Rev. Frank P. Gilman who went to
China. These added to the four already named have made
seven of our number who have labored on the foreign field,
to which we may add two others, Rev. F. De W. Ward, D.
D., and Rev. T. Dwight Hunt, now belonging to this body,
who were foreign missionaries prior to the formation of
this Presbytery.

In addition to the original 17 pastoral relations and the
8 which have been already named in connection with
ordination, there have been 33 others constituted, making
58 in all ; of these three have been terminated by the death
of the incumbents, thirty-seven by action of Presbytery,
while eighteen still remain.

Upon the roll of licentiates 30 names have been added to
the original 3, making 33 in all. Of these six have been
received by letter from other Presbyteries, the remaining
twenty-four have been examined and licensed by this body.

Sixteen of our licentiates have been ordained by this
body, fourteen have been dismissed to other Presbyteries,
one has died and two still remain upon our list.

Since its organization this Presbytery has received nine-
teen candidates for the gospel ministry, nine of whom have
subsequently been licensed, one has turned to other avoca-
tions and nine are still pursuing their preparatory studies.
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In making the statement that at the time of its organiza-
tion this Presbytery consisted of 41 churches, there was a
slight chronological inaccuracy made for the purpose of
crediting the church at Tuscarora to the Presbytery of
Genesee River and that at Union Corners to that of Ontario,
but as matter of fact these churches after the re-union of
the two assemblies at Pittsburgh and prior to the formation
of this Presbytery had effected a union and thus came into
this body as one church, making the number 40. This
union, however, proved to be unhappy and the same was
dissolved by act of Presbytery in the fall of 1873, since
which time the two churches have appeared separately upon
our roll.

On the 19th of October, 1870, the church of Brighton,
which before had been Congregational, was received by this
Presbytery, it appearing that said church had perfected its
organization by the election of a board of ruling elders.

On the 13th of September, 1871, in accordance with the
united request of the churches of Nunda and Oakland, the
church at Oakland was declared by Presbytery to be extinet
and its members were added to the church of Nunda.

On the 19th of October, 1871, the Memorial Church in
the city of Rochester was organized by a commission of
Presbytery appointed for that purpose and its name was
added to our roll, said church being formed from a mission
Sabbath-school established years before that time by the
Brick Church.

The church at Victor prior to the reunion had belonged
to the Presbytery of Rochester and the synod of Genesee,
but by the general reorganization at the time of reunion it
was assigned to the Presbytery and Synod of Geneva. By
the request of the church, which was sustained by both
synods, the General Assembly of 1874 transferred the
chureh to this body.

The church of Avon Springs, which at the time of
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reunion was virtually extinet, having no minister and never
having had a church edifice, and reporting only 35 mem-
bers, was subsequently resuscitated and by a commission
of Presbytery reorganized as a new church in the year
1876, taking the name of the Central Church of Avon,
which has subsequently built one of our most attractive
church edifices, and for years has been prosperous and self-
sustaining.

In compliance with an overture from the church at
Fowlerville, which had been Congregational, a commission
was appointed by this body to reorganize the same as a
Presbyterian church which was accomplished on the 22d of
April, 1878, and the name of the church was added to our
roll.

As the result of the labors of two missionaries in South
America then belonging to this body, Rev. Robert McLean
and his brother Rev. Eneas McLean, a Presbyterian church
which was organized by them in Concepcion, Chili, was at
the request of said church received by this Presbytery on
the 21st of September, 1880 ; the name of said church was
retained upon our roll until September 18th, 1883, when,
the Presbytery of Chili having been formed, the request of
the church to be transferred to said Presbytery was granted.

In the year 1858 the church at Geneseo village, known as
Geneseo Second, was divided; the new church being
organized by the Genesee River Presbytery, which belonged
to the Old School Assembly, was called the “ Central Pres-
byterian Church of Geneseo,” the original church still
retaining its connection as heretofore with the Presbytery
of Ontario. After maintaining a separate existence for
twenty-one years, these two churches, at their own request,
were consolidated by act of Presbytery, March 30th, 1880,
with very happy results up to the present time.

Nor can we fail to recall in this connection the rare self-
denial which was manifested by the Rev. Charles S. Durfee,
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pastor of the Central Church, in relinquishing his beloved
flock, to which he had ministered for almost six years,
in order to facilitate the union which his judgment
approved. The united church took the name of “ Geneseo
Village.”

The church at Penfield which was organized in 1806, and
therefore among the oldest in all this section of the state,
had by removals and deaths become very feeble at the time
of reunion, reporting that year only 40 members, with its
pulpit vacant, which with a few exceptions remained vacant
with a decreasing number of members, until Presbytery, on
the 18th of June, 1883, declared the church extinet. The
trustees of the Presbytery subsequently sold the property
and appropriated the proceeds of the sale to benevolent
causes.

In response to a petition of 68 persons asking to be con-
stituted the North Presbyterian Church of Rochester, a
commission was appointed by Presbytery, which organized
the same on the 12th day of February, 1884, said church
being formed from a mission school which had been sus-
tained in that part of the city by the Central Church,
which also had provided the building, first oceupied as a
school, and afterwards as a church.

In the village of Piffard, a church of twenty individuals
was organized by a commission of Presbytery, on the 24th
of November, 1886. The building in which this church
now worship was erected as a Dutch Reformed Church
many years ago, and after that church became extinet, relig-
ious services were for years sustained by the church at
Geneseo, which church contributed the most of the mem-
bers to form the new church.

Emmanuel Church, of Rochester, is the result of a
mission school established by the First Church of that city,
which also provided the edifice first occupied as a school
and now as a church. This church was organized by Pres-
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bytery on the 2nd day of May, 1887, consisting of sixty-
eight members.

With these losses and gains, which we have here indi-
cated, our roll of churches has been increased from forty-
one to forty-five.

During these years there have been 10,400 communicants
added to these churches, of whom, 6,618 were by examina-
tion, and 8,782 by certificate. The rite of baptism has
been administered to 5,265 persons, of whom 2,856 were
adults, and 2,409 were infants. There has been a commend-
able promptness on the part of the churches,in furnishing
their annual reports for the Assembly’s minutes, so that we
have yet to have the first star aflixed to any of our churches
since the time of reunion.

Presbytery at its first meeting, Sept. 14, 1870, appreci-
ating the difficulty of so large a body taking the proper
over-sight of all its smaller churches, divided its territory
into three districts, as follows :

1st. The County of Monroe, with the exceptions of
Mendon, Honeoye Falls and Scottsville.

2d. Springwater, Livonia, Geneseo, Lima, Avon,
Caledonia, Scottsville, Honeoye Falls and Mendon.

3d. Leicester, Mount Morris, Groveland, Sparta, West
Sparta, Dansville, Nunda and Ossian.

Presbytery at this time appointed conveners of these
districts, leaving it for each district to perfect its own organ-
ization, with a view to promoting the spirituality of the
churches and the mutual improvement of the ministers.

The first district never organized, it being thought that
the Ministers’ Association of the ecity, which, from that
time to the present has been a vigorous body, holding
weekly meetings, would quite largely do the work of a more
extended association which should include the churches.

The second district was organized at once and adopted
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the plan of monthly meetings, going from church to
church, each meeting consisting of two services.

This association was, for a time, very prosperous, but the
interest was maintained only for a few years, after which
the organization was abandoned.

The third, or southern district, which was organized in
1870, has maintained a prosperous existence up to the pres-
ent time, holding two meetings each year, the one in Decem-
ber occupying two days, and aiming especially to promote a
revival spirit, while that in May is for one day, and of a
more social character.

Provision has also been made by this association for the
annual visitation of all its churches by sending two minis-
ters to each church to hold special services for two days.
The second district also provided for similar vistations.

After the abandonment of the second district, Presbytery,
on the 21st of September, 1880, enlarged the bounds of the
southern district, so as to include the whole of Livingston
County, the church at Honeoye Falls being soon after
added. The semi-annual “meetings of this body have been
well attended and the interest well sustained.

Prior to the year 1885, there had been a growing convic-
tion that the stated meetings of Presbytery were too brief
and too much restricted to mere business, which resulted in
the inauguration of a plan that year for prolonging the
meetings and providing for popular services with a view to
the promotion of Christian work among the churches, which
has been continued up to the present time with the happiest
results.

The annual narratives have attested the healthy spiritual
condition of the churches, no year passing without the report
of some revivals. The labors of the evangelist, Rev. E. E.
Davidson, in Rochester, Brockport, Lima, Geneseo, Mount
Morris and Honeoye Falls, have been blessed in very large
ingatherings, while the powerful revivals wrought of God
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through the labors of Rev. Charles G. Finney in the years
1830, 1842 and 1856 in the City of Rochester, still retain
their impress upon the churches in this section, and are
often referred to by those who were then converted, as
characterized by very strong conviction of sin, followed by
very positive evidence of a change of heart.

The absence of strife is worthy of special mention. Upon
the reunion the old party lines were at once obliterated and
all seemed desirous of heeding the apostolic injunction,
“In honor preferring one another,” and this is all the more
noticeable when we remember that in connection with the
great controversy which had prevailed our territory had been
a prominent battle ground, and our ministers and churches
had been very earnest—if not sometimes bitter partisans.

The peace of the churches has been attested by the
almost entire absence of judicial business, nor have the few
exceptions to the rule been traceable to former alienations,
so that we may rejoice in the assertion that during all these
eighteen years, our body has been as compact and homo-
geneous as could have been expected had there never beena
schism.

In regard to benevolence we are able to give as the
aggregate of our statistical reports for the years 1870 to
1887, inclusive, the following amounts :

Home Missions, - - - $156,811.00
Foreign Missions, - - - - 132,186.00
Education, - - - 29,684.00
Publication and Sabba.th Schools, - - 25,303.00
Church Erection, - - - 34,466.00
Ministerial Relief, - - - - 14,237.00
Freedmen, - - - - - 20,251.00
Sustentation, - - - - 5,350.00
Aid for Colleges, - - - - 3,032.00
Assembly’s Fund, - - - - 10,046.81
Congregational, - - - 1,782,235.00
Miscellaneous, - - - - 81,710.00

Giving us a grand total of - $2,295,311.81
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WOMAN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Prominent among the agencies for the collection of these
funds and for awakening an earnest spirit of missions
among our churches, we gratefully recognize the “ Wom-
an’s Missionary Society of Rochester Presbytery,” which
was organized in the Central Church of Rochester, April 15,
1878, and which, from that day to this, has been an increas-
ing power for good within our bounds. The officers first
chosen were Mrs. H. D. Gregory, of Geneseo, President,
and Mrs. D. H. Palmer, of Brockport, Secretary and
Treasurer. Twelve churches were represented in this soci-
ety at its organization, viz.: Brockport, Caledonia, Dans-
ville, Geneseo Central, Geneseo Second, Livonia, Mount
Morris, Ogden, Rochester Central, Rochester Memorial,
Rochester Third and Sparta Second, and before the close of
that year eight others were added, viz.: Groveland, Geneseo
First, Ossian, Rochester Brick, Rochester St. Peters,
Sweden, Tuscarora, and Union Corners.

Others were added from time to time, as follows:

In 1874, Gates, Lima, Rochester First, Rochester West-
minster, Wheatland and Victor.

In 1875, Moscow, Parma Centre and Sparta First.

In 1876, Brighton and Nunda.

In 1877, Avon, Avon Central, Honeoye Falls and Webster.

Tn 1878, Rochester Calvary.

In 1879, Chili, Fowlerville, Mendon and Pittsford.

In 1883, Clarkson.

In 1885, Rochester North.

In 1887, Rochester Emmanuel.

Making in all, forty-three of our forty-five churches which
have had these auxiliary societies.

The Presbyterial Society meets twice each year with a
very large attendance. - The amounts contributed by this
society in 1873 were ;
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Home Missions, - - - - § 406.75
Foreign Missions, - - - - 1,832.65
Supplies, - - - - 745.99

Making a total of - - - $ 2,985.39

The amounts contributed the present year, 1887-8, are:

Home Missions, - - - - $ 1,938.13
Freedmen, - - - - 704.94
Foreign Missions, - - - - 4,623.63
Supplies, - - - - 3,353.00

Total, - - - - - $10,634.70

Being an increase over the first year of $7,649.31. The
total of the contributions of this society for the 16 years of
its existence is:

Home Missions, including Freedmen, - $28,511.97
Foreign Missions, - - - 44,261.73
Supplies, - - - - - 30,232.11

Giving a grand total of - - $103,005.11

During the last year Women’s Auxiliary Societies have
been reported from thirty-four churches besides thirty-five
young people’s societies and bands.

To the list of ministers belonging to this Presbytery,
already referred to as laboring on the foreign field,
we may add the following as representatives of this Wom-
an’s Presbyterial Society : Miss Hattie Seymour and Miss
Carrie Bush, formerly of Rochester, now in Kharpoot,
Turkey ; Mrs. Rev. J. N. B. Smith, of Shanghai, formerly
Miss Fannie Strong, of Lima; Mrs. Rev. Charles R. Mills,
of Tungchow, formerly of Nunda, and Mrs. Rev. Frank P.
Gilman, of Hainan, formerly Miss Marion McNair, of
Sparta First.
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SABBATH SCHOOLS.

In Sabbath-school work the record of our churches corre-
sponds well with the advance which we have noticed in
other departments, some of our schools reporting as high as
six, seven and eight hundred members, while all the churches,
with very rare exceptioms, report schools that are well
organized and doing efficient work. The total number of
members in the Sabbath-schools reported in 1871, was,
7,655, while that of last year was 9,722, being an increase
of 2,067, or more than twenty-five per cent.

TEMPERANCE.

In temperance there has been much accomplished, with
alternations of encouragement and  discouragement. Early
in its history our Presbytery shared in the benefits of the
Gospel Temperance movement which secured multitudes of
converts throughout the country by means of prayer and
moral suasion, which has given place, for the last six or
eight years, to a movement more compulsory and political
in its character. in which the real friends of total abstinence
are quite divided on the question of methods.

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union has had vig-
orous branches in different parts of our field and in most of
our parishes, and through these has furnished very efficient
aid to our pulpits and Sabbath-schools in awakening and
sustaining a healthy sentiment in favor of total abstinence.

This society traces its origin to what was known as the
Woman’s Temperance Crusade, which was started in the
town of Hillsboro, Ohio. Dec. 23, 1873, by Mrs. Eliza
Thompson, and which, after spreading the country over
with astonishing rapidity. has subsequently crystallized into
this more compact and efficient organization, which in its
present form, has grown to be national and indeed world-
wide in its extent, numbering already more than 6,000 soci-
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eties in the United States, which aggregate 236,962 mem-
bers of all denominations and races, having for, its motto
“For.God and Home and Native Land.” Reinforced by
numerous recruits in Great Britain, this army has already
seized upon strategic points in China, Japan, Australia and
New Zealand, and is pushing on to new conquests, thus
‘proving its aggressive and missionary spirit.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES OF CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

Within the last four or five years there have been spring-
ing up among our churches what are known as “ Young
People’s Societies of Christian Endeavor,” which are
becoming quite common in various parts of our country and
in the different religious denominations, and already are
recognized as a most efficient agency for the training of
young Christians to take part in prayer meetings, and to be
helpful in other kinds of church work. Perhaps half of
our churches are already blessed with these societies, with
the number increasing from year to year.

INCORPORATION.

The Presbytery was incorporated in accordance with an
act of the Legislature of: the State on the 1st of November,
1875, by nine individuals who had been elected as a board
of trustees, and was subsequently reorganized on the 18th
of June, 1883. This organization is continued up to the
present time by the annual election of three trustees who
hold their offices for three years, which board of nine has
the power to dispose of the property of extinct churches,
and in other ways to care for the temporal interests of the
Presbytery.

In comparing the number of communicants reported by
our churches in 1871, which was 7,389, with the number
reported last year which was 9,581, we find a gain of 2,142,
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or of about 30 per cent. But with this gain we are
confronted with the fact that 14 churches have lost in their
members, so that they report 396 less than in 1871. This
is attributable in part to a diminished population in many
of our rural districts. Indeed, while the city of Rochester
has about doubled its population since 1870, the remainder
of our territory has barely held its own. But our small
churches have come up very nobly in the matter of self-
support, very few of them drawing Home Missionary funds,
the average being not more than $1,110.00 a year. The
whole amount paid into the treasury of the Home Board
from April 1, 1870, to April 1, 1889, is $84,360.39, while
the amount drawn from that treasury during the same
years is $21,075.00, leaving a balance in our favor of
$63,285.39.

In noticing the changes which have occurred, we find that
fifteen of the 50 original members remain, and that three
retain the same pulpits which they then occupied, to which
we may add the two foreign missionaries who still labor at
Kharpoot. Of the other 35, twenty have been dismissed ;
while fifteen have died, as follows :

March 16, 1871, Rev. Isaac N. Lowrie at Minneapolis,
Minn., aged 28.

August 22, 1871, Rev. Robert McMath at Webster,
N. Y., aged 55.

September 10, 1871, Rev. Albert G. Hall, D. D., at
Rochester, N. Y., aged 65.

November 9, 1871, Rev. Hezekiah B. Pierpont at
Rochester, N. Y., aged 79.

March 24, 1872, Rev. John Barnard, D. D., at Lima,
N. Y., aged 82.

December 20, 1872, Rev. Justus S. Hough at Syracuse,
N. Y., aged 87.

July 4, 1876, Rev. Isaac Oakes at Nunda, N.Y., aged 81.
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June 10, 1880, Rev. Charles E. Furman, D. D., at
Rochester, N. Y., aged 79.

September 16, 1880, Rev. Charles Kittridge at Clarkson,
N. Y, aged 72.

November 21, 1880, Rev. Milton Buttolph at Lima,
N. Y, aged 88.

September 21, 1881, Rev. Lemuel Brooks at Churchville,
N.Y, aged 83.

November 6, 1882, Rev. George McCartney at Banks,
Mich., aged 69.

December 17, 1884, Rev. Joseph R. Page, D. D., at
Rochester, N. Y., aged 67.

March 11, 1884, Rev. Thomas Aitken at North Sparta,
N. Y., aged 84.

July 2, 1887, Rev. Malcolm N. MecLaren, D. D., at
Auburn, N. Y., aged 89.

Of those subsequently received the following eleven have
deceased :

March 28, 1873, Rev. Joshua D. Lane at Henrietta,
N. Y., aged 61.

August 8, 1873, Rev. Richard Dunning at Rochester,
N. Y, aged 74.

September 8, 1875, Rev. John Henry Brodt at Dansville,
N. Y., aged 48.

December 4, 1875, Rev. Alexander Douglass at Lima,
N. Y., aged 37.

June 26, 1882, Rev. Elijah H. Bonney at Clarkson, N.Y.,
aged 65.

June 28, 1882, Rev. Thomas A.Weed at Saratoga Springs,
N. Y., aged 65.

November 26, 1887, Rev. Benjamin F. McNeil at Adams,
Mass., aged 61, .

December 9, 1887, Rev. Charles Gillette at Rochester,
N. Y., aged 72.
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December 24, 1887, Rev. Charles Stoddard Durfee at
East Bloomfield, N. Y., aged 43.

January 29, 1888, Rev. David Lathrop Hunn at Buffalo,
N. Y., aged 98.

March 25, 1888, Rev. Alexander S. Hoyt at Ogden,
N. Y, aged 48.

The average age of these twenty-six is sixty-eight and
one-half years.

That both ministers and churches have sought permanency
in the pastoral relation, is attested by the fact that we are
able to name twenty-one ministers who have retained their
pulpits for ten years and upwards. Three of these pastorates
have been exceptionally long, viz: That of Rev. Wm.
Hunter at Springwater, 44 years, with a promise of more,
Rev. Thomas Aitken, 45 years at Sparta, and Rev. J. B.
Shaw, D. D., 47 years over the Brick Church of Rochester,
where beloved and honored by all he is still retained as
pastor emeritus.

Very few churches have we been obliged to mark as
vacant from year to year, and even these have seldom been
contented to remain long without the permanent ministry.

On our catalogue of 157 ministers different colleges are
represented by their graduates, in numbers, as follows:
Hamilton 20, Union 20, Amherst 12, College of New Jersey
‘12, Rochester University 10, Yale 6, Williams 7, University
of Pennsylvania 4, Lafayette 3, Middlebury, Westminster,
Western Reserve, Washington, New York University, and
Genesee, 2 each, and 1 each from Dartmouth, Geneva Hall,
Marietta, Carroll, Monmouth, Jefferson, Columbia, Knox,
University of Glasgow, Victoria University, Oberlin and
Belfast. The remaining thirty-nine are not college grad-
uates.

Theological seminaries have been represented as follows :
Auburn 52, Princeton 84, Union 20, Andover 11, Lane,
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Bangor, Alleghany U. P. and Alleghany R. P., two each,
and one each from Yale, Oberlin, Newburgh, East Windsor,
Belfast, Hartford, Edinburgh, Glasgow, ‘Western Reserve,
Monmouth, Rochester and Chicago. Twenty have not
graduated from seminaries.

Trained as these men have been in so many different
colleges and theological seminaries, it has been very notice-
able that as a Presbytery we have with so much heartiness
maintained our Calvinistic standards, causing us all to
rejoice in the fact that our confession of faith and catechism,
which were adopted a hundred years ago at the organization
of our General Assembly, have remained substantially
unchanged to the present, with the probability of success-
fully withstanding all opposition for the centuries that are
to come.

Ours has truly been a favored part of the vineyard in
which to labor. As we look about us we can say: *“The
lines have fallen unto us in pledsant places, yea we have a
goodly heritage.” He is a favored man to whom the Lord
assigns a home in the valley of the Genesee.

And now as we turn from this brief sketch of the more
prominent events in the history of the last eighteen years,
to anticipate the victories for Christ which our Presbyterian
church shall achieve in the years to come, we are confident
that our beloved Presbytery will keep step with the others
in this great army of conquest; and though one by one our
names will be added to the list of those who sleep in Jesus,
our covenant God will not fail to raise up from among our
youth those who will more than fill our places.
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REV. ISAAC NEWTON LOWRIE.

The following minute, prepared by Rev A. H. Corliss,
was adopted by Presbytery, October 19, 1871:

Rev. Isaac Newton Lowrie was born in Mecca, Parke
County, Indiana, November 30, 1842, and died at Minne-
apolis, Minn., March 16, 1871. His parents died, the one
in 1850 and the other in 1851. In 1860 he entered
‘Wabash College. On the 26th of May, 1861, he united
with the Presbyterian church in Crawfordsville, Ind. He
was gradnated from Genesee College in 1864, and in the
fall of the same year entered the Seminary at Auburn.
He was ordained as an evangelist at Lima, July 2d, 1867;
married to Miss Mary E. Smith of Auburn, July 23d;
sailed from Boston for Syria, October 8th, and arrived at
Beyrout the last of November, 1867.

The latter part of the year 1869, his brethren in the
mission and the physician advised his return home. He
reached his uncle’s home in Lima, July, 1870, and after
resting a few weeks went to Minneapolis, where he died of
consumption.

A modest, earnest, self-sacrificing disciple, the Master
made his work day in the vineyard short; yet long enough
to win the benediction, *“ He hath done what he could.”
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REV. ROBERT McMATH.

The Rev. Robert McMath was born at Romulus, Seneca
County, N. Y., February 15, 1815; was graduated from
Union College in 1838 and from Lane Seminary in 1841
was licensed by the Presbytery of Cincinnati in 1840, and
was ordained by the Presbytery of Detroit, June 1st, 1843.
He came into this Presbytery at the time of reunion as a
member of the Rochester City Presbytery.

The following minute, as prepared by Rev. Charles E.
Furman, D. D., was adopted by Presbytery, October 19,
1871: :

“Among the uncommon numbers of fathers and brethren,
ministers of the Presbyterian church, who have been called
during the passing year, as we believe to the church above,
we would not forget to mention and record the name of
the Rev. Robert McMath, who died on the 22d day of
August last, in Webster, the field of his last professional
labors. It is with mournful pleasure we pay our tribute to
the modest, but not the less real, worth of our beloved
departed brother, in the usefulness of his work wherever
called to perform it; the universal esteem in which he was
held while living by those who had known him, and the
universal sorrow with which his death is mourned.”

REV. ALBERT G. HALL, D. D.

Rev. Albert G. Hall, D. D., was born at Whitehall, N.Y.,
April 12, 1805 ; was licensed by the Presbytery of Roches-
ter, July 1st, 1835, and was ordained and installed by the
same Presbytery as pastor of the echurch at Penfield, Febru-
ary 24, 1836, where he remained four years ; after which
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he was for thirty-one years the pastor of the Third Church
of Rochester ; which relation was terminated by his sudden
death on the 10th of September, 1871. His pastorate over
this important church during those eventful years in the
history of this city, is in itself an evidence that he was a
man of more than ordinary power. Combined with this
strength of character was a very genial disposition which
served to attach others to him in strong friendships. In
those days of division he was conservative and very pro-
nounced in his preference for the old school branch, and as
such was an acknowledged leader in Western New York.
Able in debate, he was always at home on the floor of
Presbytery and took the most intense interest in all its
proceedings. In his death not only the Third Chureh but
the entire Presbytery sustained a great loss.

REV. HEZEKIAH B. PIERPONT.

Rev. Hezekiah B. Pierpont was born in Litchfield, Conn.,
July 28, 1792 ; was licensed by the Presbytery of Rochester,
Nov. 3d, 1831, was ordained as an evangelist by the same
Presbytery, March 14th, 1833, and came into this Presbytery
at the time of re-union as a member of the former Presbytery
of Rochester.

The following minute, which was prepared by the Rev.
Charles E. Furman, D. D., was adopted by Presbytery,
April 10th, 1872:

“The Rev. Hezekiah B. Pierpont departed this life in
Rochester at the house of his son, J. E. Pierpont, on the
9th day of November last, in the 80th year of his age. He
was licensed and ordained to the work of the gospel ministry
about forty years ago by the Presbytery of Rochester. e
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was for many years a successful minister of the gospel,
preaching in Avon, Livingston Co., in Hopewell, Ontario
Co., and other places. He was a good man and true, a
faithful minister and approved of God; many counting
themselves Christians as the fruits of his labors.

“Therefore, resolved that while we mourn the loss of a
venerable brother as a highly respected and dearly beloved
member of Presbytery, we submit to the order of Divine
Providence, and rejoice that his last days were his best days
and that the testimony of a happy and, triumphant death
was added to that of a lifelong example of the power of
Christian faith.” ‘

REV. JOHN BARNARD, D. D.

The Rev. John Barnard, D. D., was born in Bolton,
Worcester Co., Mass., Feb. 14th, 1790. He graduated at
Union College in this state in the year 1813, and at Prince-
ton Seminary in 1816, and in the same year was licensed by
the Oneida Association. He commenced his ministry in
Lima in 1818, where he was ordained and installed by a
council, Feb. 3d, 1819, the church at that time being
Congregational. He was received by letter from the Oneida
Association as a member of Ontario Presbytery, July 4th,
1819, and elected its stated clerk, Feb. 9th, 1820, holding the
office over fifty years or until the Presbytery was merged
into the present Presbytery of Rochester. His pastorate at
Lima continued 38 years, after which in the retirement of
old age he resided there as the loving and efficient helper of
his successors up to the time of his death, which occurred
March 24th, 1872. As a writer he was choice in his diction,
exact in his statements and classical in his style; as a preacher
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Providence, and rejoice that his last days were his best days
wi that the testimony of & happy and, triumphant death
wae added to that of a lifelong example of the power of
Christian faith.” )

REV: JOHN BARNARD, D. D.

The Rev. John Barnard, D. D., was born in Bolton,
Wapoester Co., Mass., Feb. 14th, 1790, He graduated at
Union College in this state in the year 1813, and at Prince-
ton Sewinary in 1816, and in the same yenr was licensed by
the Oneida Association. He commensed his ministry in
Lima in 1818, where he was ordained aud installed by a
council, Feb. 3d, 1819, the church at that time being

Congregational. He was received by letter from the Oneida
Association as & member of Ontario Presbytery, July 4th,

1819, and olected its stated clerk, Feb. 9th, 1820, holding the
office over fifty years or intil the Presbytery was merged
into the present Presbytery of Rochester. His pastorate at
Lima eotitinued 38 years, after which in the retirement of
old dge he resided there as the loving and efficient helper of
his successors up to the time of his dedth, whish occurred
March $4th, 1879. As & writer he was choice in his dietion,
exact in his statements and classical in his style; as » preacher
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he was clear, scriptural, earnest and tender; as a pastor he
was a model which we all loved to study, while as a man
his character was remarkable for combining strength with
simplicity, dignity with affability, and tenacity of purpose
with tenderness of heart. But all his other gifts were
secondary to his power in prayer. As his name was John
it was not difficult to discover in him the traits of the disciple
whom Jesus loved. At our ordination services he of all
others was the chosen one to lead us at the mercy seat when
by his communion with God he brought blessings to every
heart.

REV. JUSTUS 8. HOUGH.

Rev. Justus S. Hough was born in Sheffield, Mass., in
1785, was graduated from Middlebury College, Vt.,in 1810,
pursued his theological course with Rev. J. Bushnell of
Vermont, which he concluded in 1814, about which time he
was licensed by the Addison County Association, and soon
after ordained by the same association.

He was received by the Presbytery of Ontario by letter
from the Presbytery of Cayuga, Jan. 22d, 1834, and was
installed pastor of the church at Livonia, Feb. 13th, 1834.
He continued with that Presbytery until the re-union and
thus came into this body.

The following minute, as prepared by Rev. Luther
Conklin, was adopted by Presbytery, April {5th, 1873:

«“Rev. Justus S. Hough, a member of this Presbytery,
died in Syracuse at the residence of his son, in December
(20th) last, at the age of 87 years. He * * * preached a
number of years in his native state (Vermont). He then
removed to this state and labored with great success in Port
Byron and Livonia, until the loss of his voice put an end to
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his preaching thirty years ago. He was still eminently use-
ful in the Bible class, the prayer meeting, and all the rela-
tions of private life, in Jordan and East Bloomfield. He
was the coadjutor of his pastor in every good word and
work. He was a man of strong common sense, vigorous
mind and deep piety; and he retained his powers almost to
the last. He was an illustration of the.trath that a man’s
usefulness need not end with his labors as a preacher of the
gospel.”

REV. JOSHUA D. LANE.

The following minute was adopted by Presbytery, April
15th, 1873 :

“The committee to prepare a minute in reference to Rev.
Joshua D. Lane, a member of this Presbytery who departed
this life on the 28th of March, would respectfully report:
This beloved and faithful minister of Jesus was blessed with
a godly parentage and ancestry. He was a child of the
covenant, and devoted to the Lord by his parents with much
prayer and careful training in all the doctrines and duties
of our holy religion.

“His godly father wasan earnest pioneer minister in Cen-
tral and Western New York, whose great aim was to
lengthen the cords and strengthen the stakes of the church.
The subject of this brief notice, after a thorough prepara-
tion, commenced his work in the ministry in Smithport,
Pa., but after several years’ labor in the field, and much to
the regret of his people, his failing health compelled him to
leave. After laboring several years in Western New York
till the breaking out of the war, he entered the Union army
as chaplain of the 131st Regiment of New York Volunteers,
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where he was recognized as a true and faithful minister of
Christ. Soon after his return from the army he preached
for two years at Parma.

‘ At the beginning of the present year, he was invited to
return to Smithport, and had just entered upon his work
when he was called to his eternal rest. His end was full of
peace, resignation, faith and hope. And we cannot doubt
that abundant entrance was ministered unto him into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord. As we remember his
many virtues, his noble qualities of head and heart, his love
to the church and the truth of God, we hope that his
departure may be blessed to the renewed consecration of his
surviving friends to the cause of Christ.”

REV. RICHARD DUNNING.

The following minute was presented by Rev. Joseph R.
Page and adopted by Presbytery, Sept. 9, 1873 :

“ Presbytery would record the entrance upon his ever-
lasting rest of Rev. Richard Dunning, a beloved member
of this body, since our last meeting. He was licensed by
this Presbytery forty-five years ago, and soon after by it
ordained. Since that time until a year and a half before
his decease he continued in the sacred office, ministering
chiefly to the feeble churches of the region, to their accept-
ance and decided advantage. He wasaman of atruly Chris-
tian spirit, never self-seeking and ambitious, but always
ready to enter the wost uninviting field, and labor in actual
self-denial and comparative obscurity, for the salvation of
souls and the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom. His
ministry was attended with repeated and powerful revivals,
due not only to his faithful and affectionate preaching of
the gospel, but also to his habitual illustration of its excel-
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lence by a well ordered life and a godly conversation. He
died in Rochester, Aug. 8, 1873, in the seventy-fifth year
of his age. His last days were cheerful and brightened by
the consciousness of his Savior’s presence. None entered
his sick chawnber without feeling that it was just on the
verge of heaven, and a blessed privilege to witness the
victory which divine grace gave him over the last enemy.
Our regret for his departure is swallowed up in gratitude
for the worthy example he has left uvs, the good he was
enabled to accomplish, and the reward upon which he has
doubtless entered.”

REV. JOHN H. BRODT.

Rev. John Henry Brodt was born in Troy, N. Y., June
2, 1827. He pursued his preparatory studies at the school
of Mr. Anthony in a neighboring city and at the Polytech-
nic Institute in his native place. The years 1849 and ’50
he spent at Williams College, and graduated at Union
Theological Seminary in 1853. He was licensed by the
Presbytery of Troy, June 29, 1853, and ordained by the
same Presbytery, June 29th, 1854. He commenced his
work as a minister of the gospel by accepting an appoint-
ment of the Home Mission Board to a field in California.
His ministry of twelve years on the Pacific coast was
crowned with abundant success. While there Mr. Brodt
was for a time an editor of the Pacific, a Congregational
paper published at San Francisco. This paper in referring
to him said : “Mr. Brodt came hither in his youth, full
of enthusiasm, fairly running over with good spirits. Ile
had a good presence, fine looks, a bright eye and a clear,
full voice, and so was a very pleasing preacher. His
abilities were above the average.”
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Upon his return to the East he was settled for two years
over the Presbyterian church in Salem, N. Y., and then
over the Park Presbyterian church in New York city,
which position he held until the dissolution of that body,
when he was called to minister to the large and influential
New England Congregational Society of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
where his labors were blessed with an abundant harvest of
souls. About the year 1872, his failing health compelled
him to retire from his church in Brooklyn and seek medical
relief at Dansville, where, with his wife and six children,
he resided for about three years, when his life work was
closed.

The following resolutions with reference to his death
which were prepared by Rev. G. K. Ward, of Dansville,
were adopted by Presbytery, September 21, 1875 :

“ Resolved, That in the death of Rev. John Henry Brodt,
which occurred on the 8th of Sept., 1875, [at Dansville,
N. Y.,] we as a Presbytery recognize the wisdom and power
of our Father in heaven, and bow before His righteous will,
humbly acknowledging that He doeth all things well.

“ Resolved, That we ever cherish with tender regard the
memory of one who was at the same time a wise counselor,
a true friend and a consistent Christian minister ; and that
we deeply appreciate the loss which we as a Presbytery, in
ecommon with the church and the world, have sustained in
his death.

“ Resolved, That to the bereaved and stricken family, who
mourn the loss of a devoted husband and father, we extend
our heartiest sympathy and love, while we commend them
to the tender mercies of Him who has said, ‘Blessed are
they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.’

“ Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be presented to
the family of the deceased, that they be entered upon the
records of this body, and that they be published in the
religious papers of our church.”
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REV. ALEXANDER DOUGLASS.

The Rev. Alexander Douglass was born at Cavan, Ontario
Co., Canada, August, 1838. He studied three years at
Genesee College and Michigan University, and graduated
at Auburn Seminary in 1868.

He was received into this Presbytery as a licentiate of
the Presbytery of St. Lawrence, and was ordained at Mendon
as an evangelist on the 25th of April, 1872. He died at
Lima, N. Y., December 4, 1875.

During his last year in the Auburn Seminary he over-
worked by preaching at Genoa, N. Y., and teaching in the
State prison, from which he never fully recovered. In
August, 1868, he went to the church in Seneca Castle, N.Y.,
where he remained more than a year and where his labors
were blessed to the quickening of the church. He then,
Nov. 4, 1869, took charge of the church at Evans Mills,
N.Y., removing from there to East Mendon in 1871, where
he was ordained in 1872. But failing health soon compelled
him to seek a change of climate, which resulted in his
serving the church at Menasha, Wis., for eight or nine
months in 1873, when he utterly broke down, but where
his labors were blessed with quite a revival Unusual
interest also had attended his ministry at Evans Mills.

He was the son of a clergyman who had preached 40
years at Millbrook, Canada.

The following minute in regard to him was adopted by
Presbytery, April 11, 1876 :

“ Resolved, That this Presbytery, having heard with
sorrow of the death, on the 4th of December, 1875, of Rev.
Alexander Douglass, a member of this body, desires to
record its appreciation of his earnest and self-denying labors
in the ministry of the gospel, to which he had consecrated
his life. They rejoice to know that during his long and
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trying illness, he was sustained and comforted by the grace
of that Savior, whom he so longed to commend to others.
We deeply sympathize with his bereaved widow and
orphans, and assure them of our earnest interest in their
future welfare. In attestation of which, our stated clerk is
directed to forward to them a copy of this resolution.”

REV. ISAAC OAKES.

In regard to the death of Rev. Isaac Oakes, which
occured at Nunda, N, Y., July 4, 1876, the Presbytery,
under date of September 20, 1876, adopted the following
minnte, which had been prepared by Rev. F. De W.
Ward, D. D.:

“ Whereas, it has pleased our Heavenly Father in his
wise and sovereign providence to remove from us by death
Rev. Isaac Oakes, long a member of this Presbytery, at the
ripe age of 81 years, therefore resolved, that a brief record
of his life is not more our duty than our privilege, viz. :
That he was born in Haverly, Franklin Co., Mass., June 10,
1795, graduated at Williams College in 1820 and at Andover
Theological Seminary in 1823. He was licensed by the
Essex Middle Association, Mass., and ordained by a Congre-
gational council at Salem, Mass.,, Sept. 25, 1823. He
united with the Genesee River Presbytery at the time of
its formation. He first had a very useful pastorate of about
eight years at Westfield, Chautauqua Co., in this state.
Other charges which he served were Lancaster, Riga, East
Bethany and Oakland, all in this state.

“ Resolved, That we recognize in him one who shrank not
from the Master’s call, when that meant fidelity, amid all
the toils and trials of pioneer missionary work in Western
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New York. That we hold him in warm remembrance, as
one of unwonted firmness in his convictions, tenderness in
his family and patience in suffering; and that we see only
a renewed pledge of the divine faithfulness, in the abundant
grace with which God enabled his servant to endure the
accumulated infirmities of his later years, and the perfect
peace that attended his departure.

« Resolved, That we cordially unite in our expressions of
sympathy with his bereaved and now desolate companion,
and earnestly commend her to the care of Him, who is the
husband of the widow and the father of the fatherless.

« Resolved, That these resolutions be entered upon the
records of this body, and be sent for publication in the
New York Evangelist and the Philadelphia Presbyterian,
and that a copy of the resolutions be sent to the bereaved
widow.”

DAVID F. STEWART.

The following minute, as prepared by Rev. Charles E.
Robinson, D. D., was-adopted by Presbytery, June 18, 1883 :

“ David F. Stewart was born of Scotch parentage in York,
Livingston Co, N. Y., July 16, 1848, e was left an
orphan at five years of age. He pursued his academic course
at Brockport, N. Y., and united with the Presbyterian
church in that place about 1864. He pursued his fresh-
man studies by himself while teaching in Buffalo in 1868.
He began as sophomore in Rochester University in 1869
and graduated in 1872. He studied in Union Theological
Seminary from 1872 to 1874, spending one summer vacation
successfully among the New Hampshire hills, and another
at Brockport, Me., in sowing the good seed of the word.
The following winter, during his last year of study, his
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health gave way. After a year of rest, mainly spent at
Caledonia, N. Y., he resumed his studies and graduated at
Union Seminary in 1876. He supplied the pulpit of the Sixth
Presbyterian Church at Chicago during the pastor’s vacation,
but his health again broke down. He retired to his brother’s
house, D. G. Stewart, Hamilton, Minn. In 1878 he visited
California, finding only temporary relief, and returned to
his Minnesota home, where he died, October 13, 1879, of
pulmonary consumption.

“He was licensed April 13, 1875; he was not ordained.
He was a man of a rare spirit.”

REV. CHARLES E. FURMAN, D. D.

Rev. Charles E. Furman, D. D., was born in Dutchess
County, N. Y., Dec. 13, 1801, graduated at Union College
in 1826, and at Auburn Seminary, 1828. He was licensed
by Cayuga Presbytery, June, 1628, and ordained by the
same Presbytery, June, 1830. He came into this Presby-
tery at the time of reunion as one who had long been a
member of the former Presbytery of Rochester.

The following minute was adopted by Presbytery, Sept.
20, 1880 :

“The Rev. Charles E. Furman, D. D., having departed
this life, since our last meeting, on the 10th of June, 1880,
aged 78 years and 6 months [at Rochester], Presbytery
would enter upon its records this minute, to express their
sense of his excellencies as a Christian and the value of his
long and faithful work as a minister. He preached the
gospel fifty-two years, with the exception of a year or two
before his death, when he was incapacitated by disease. All
this time he was a member of this body, except a little over
ten years, while he was a licentiate of the Presbytery of
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Cayuga and when he belonged to the Presbytery of Niag-
ara, and most of the time was pastor of the church in
Medina. He served as pastor or stated supply, five of the
churches of this Presbytery twenty-two years; eight in
Clarkson, eight in Victor, three in Gates, two in Chili and
one in Brighton. Large accessions were made to most of
them, as the fruit of his earnest labors. He was emphatic-
ally a peacemaker and a son of consolation, and was beloved
by all who knew him.

“In the days of his vigor he was uniform in attendance
upon ecelesiastical meetings, where his counsels were highly
prized. Ten years he served this Presbytery as its stated
clerk [¢. e. the former Presbytery of Rochester], and over
twenty-five he was the permanent clerk of the synod. For
some months before his departure he was a great suf-
ferer, but exhibited the same gentle, submissive and trust-
ful spirit that had uniformly characterized him in health.
We who knew him long and well can truly say of him, he
left the world better for having lived in it.”

REV. CHARLES KITTRIDGE.

The following minute, which was prepared by Rev. D.
R. Eddy, of Brockport, was adopted by Presbytery, Sept.
21st, 1880 :

¢ Presbytery is called upon to record the death of Rev.
Charles Kittridge, an aged and esteemed member, who has
been connected with this body since 1870, and who was for
twenty-five years previous to that time a member of Roch-
ester City Presbytery. He died in Clarkson, N. Y., Sept.
16, 1880. He was born at Newburyport, Mass., in 1808,
graduated at Dartmouth College in 1834, studied at Andover
and East Windsor seminaries, and was ordained by the
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Tolland Association in 1339. He preached in New Eng-
land for some years, his labors being wore or less interrupted
from time to time by ill health. In 1845, he was installed
as pastor of the church of West Greece, with which he
continued his labors for some eleven years. He then
removed to Clarkson, where he supplied the church for
about a year. Severe physical sufferings and infirmities
greatly interfered with his labors during the entire course
of his ministry. For about forty-five years he has been
more or less engaged in teaching. His pupils are scattered
over the country from Maine to California, and are many
of them occupying honorable positions as members of the
various learned professions. Bro. Kittridge was a profound
student of the word of God. He had read the Greek New
Testament through in course some twenty-nine times and
was very familiar with every phrase of it.

The latter months of his life were marked by a peculiarly
rich and joyful experience. A halo seemed to him to rest
upon the summer as it passed, so calm and peaceful and
beatific did it prove. Among his latest memorable utter-
ances was the expression, “The victory is won—I have
crossed over, and oh what peace!”

REV. MILTON BUTTOLPH.

The following sketch of Mr. Buttolph appeared in the
N. Y. Evangelist soon after his death :

“ He was born in North East, Dutchess Co., in 1792,and
consequently was 88 years of age in May last. He com-
menced active services in the church in early life, but was
not ordained until 1827, and at the same time installed over
the church in La Grange, Dutchess County, which he assisted
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in organizing, and with which he remained nearly ten years,
leaving it strong and self-sustaining. During these ten
years he was called upon to labor in nearly every church in
North River Presbytery, holding revival meetings, preach-
ing three times a day, besides holding meetings of inquiry.
Hundreds would be the subjects of these meetings, some of
whom have since become strong and stable official members
of the churches. Upon leaving La Grange he removed to
Medina, Orleans County, and while in the Niagara Presby-
tery in that county he was called upon to labor in many of
the churches, as at the East, with great success. After
several years in this county, he removed to Scottsville,
Monroe County. During his ministry here a very precious
revival occurred. The church was greatly revived, and a
large accession was made, some of whom to-day are bearing
the burdens of the same. He then went to Painted Post
and Castile, and after several years of labor in these churches,
he removed to Lima,in 1857. During the year he supplied
the pulpits in Avon and Richmond. In the spring of 1858
he removed to Richmond, preaching alternately there and
at Honeoye for four and one-half years, laboring unceasingly
to bring the latter church up to nearly its present inde-
pendence. In Bristol, Ontario County, he preached four
and a half years. In most of these churches additions were
made, and during this time very successful work was done
in Rochester, Bergen, Knowlesville, Carlton, and many
other places which I cannot now mention. In the spring
of 1866 he returned to Lima, where he has since resided.
“His wife died nearly ten years since. She was Miss
Elizabeth Christie, of Cornwall, Ct. By her he was greatly
sustained and aided during his ministerial career, always
ready and cheerfully meeting the demands upon her time
and strength. Besides his three surviving children, he had
an elder son, Edward, a practising lawyer in the city of
Poughkeepsie, who died in Castile,in 1854. Mr. Buttolph’s
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prominent traits of character were firmness of purpose,
untiring energy, very fearless in defending a cause where a
principle was involved. In the early days of the temperance
and slavery questions he took decided ground against those
evils, regardless of popularity, desiring only to do as the
Master would have him. He was not content unless the
church which he was serving was advancing, her graces
growing, and accessions made to it of such as should be
saved. Like David, he served his generation, and now his
life work done, he has gone to his reward, to receive that
crown of righteousness that was laid up for him. He met
death calmly and peacefully, expressing himself as ready to
meet his Savior. He was next to the oldest member of
Rochester Presbytery.”

He died at Lima, N, Y., Nov. 21, 1880.

REV. LEMUEL BROOKS.

The following sketch has been furnished by his daughter,
Miss Maria Brooks, of Churchville, N. Y.:

Rev. Lemuel Brooks, was born in Brookfield, Conn., Nov.
27, 1797; united with the 1st Congregational church in
‘Washington, Conn., 1815 ; and studied at Phillips Academy.
He took his theological course at Auburn, N. Y. He mar-
ried Miss Maria Brown, of Ogden, N. Y., 1827; died at
Churchville, N. Y., Sept. 21, 1881; his wife and four
daughters survived him.

This sketch of him was published in the Evangelist.

““ He was born in Brookfield, Fairfield Co., Conn., where
his grandfather spent all his life from early manhood to old
age, as pastor of the Congregational church, He came to
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Rochester when he was twenty-six years old, in the neigh-
borhood of which he thereafter continued to reside. He
was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of Rochester,
Oct. 1, 1828, at Riga Centre. The following year he was
ordained and installed pastor of the church at Penfield by
the same Presbytery, Dr. Joseph Penney preaching the
sermon. Subsequently he preached in Attica, where his
labors were greatly blessed, fifty being added to the church
in one year ; to the church in Bethany and in Covington a
year, where also there was an ingathering into the church.
He preached in Chili four years, the same time in Church-
ville, and was settled seven years over the church in
Webster. In consequence of excessive labors, particularly
in preaching in the evening and exposing himself in long
rides to the night air after the preaching, he lost his voice,
and in 1847 ceased his work in the ministry and returned
to Churchville, where he lived to the time of his death.
He was an earnest, active Christian, in full sympathy with
revivals of religion, and never so happy as when engaged in
them.

“He made a profession of religion in the nineteenth year
of his age, when living in Washington, Conn., where he
became one of the converts in a wonderful work of grace,
under the labors of Nettleton, the Evangelist. During
most of his life he was in quite moderate circumstances.
On the death of a brother a few years ago he inherited a
large fortune, which he conscientiously used as a steward of
the Lord, Hamilton College, Auburn Seminary, Lake Forest
University, and all of our Church Boards receiving large
sums.”

His body was brought to Rochester and interred in Mount
Hope.
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REV. ELIJAH H. BONNEY.

The following minute, which was prepared by Rev.
Henry Wickes, of Rochester, was adopted by Presbytery,
Sept. 19, 1882, with reference to the death of Rev. Elijah
H. Bonney, who had been received from the Presbytery of
Niagara, Oct. 21, 1879,

“Your committee to present a minute concerning the
decease of our dear Bro. Bonney, would report his entering
into rest on the 26th day of June last, after a life of
devoted labor in the work of the Master. He was born in
Hadley, Mass., Nov. 4, 1816, was a graduate of Awmbherst,
1839, and of Union Theological Seminary, 1844, and from
1844 to the time of his death labored successfully in the
churches in North Bennington, Pawlet, and Bellows Falls,
Vermont, then in Vernon Centre, N.Y., Lenox, Madison Co.,
afterwards in Somerset, Niagara Co., and last at Clarkson,
from whence he has been removed to the church above. In
his removal the church meets with the loss of a man with
warm sympathies, a wise counselor, quick to see the excel-
lencies of others, and ready to cast the cloak of charlty over
the defects and errors of others.

“ He was genial and warm-hearted asa friend, as a preacher
and teacher scholarly, sound, instructive and evangelical,
preaching Jesus, whom he loved and trusted as the light and
life of the world.

“We tender our warm sympathy to the bereaved family,
and to the church which has lost so faithful and excellent an
under-shepherd, and pray the Great Head of the church to
sanctify to them and to us the sore affliction which has
been experienced in his decease.”
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REV. THOMAS A WEED.

Rev. Thomas A. Weed graduated at Oberlin College,
Ohio, in 1843, and at Union Theological Seminary in 1847.
He was licensed by the Congregational Association of New
York and Brooklyn in 1846, and ordained by the Presbytery
of Oswego in 1848. He was received into this Presbytery
by letter from the Presbytery of Syracuse, April 11th, 1871,
and soon after was installed pastor of the church of Wheat-
land (Scottsville).

The following minute, which was prepared by Rev.J. R.
Page, D. D., was adopted by Presbytery, September 19th,
1882:

“The Rev. T. A. Weed having departed this life since
our last meeting, Presbytery enter this record on their min-
utes, to express their sense of his great excellencies as a
Christian man, and of his ability, fidelity and nsefulness as a
minister of the Word. Our dear brother died, June 28,
1882, at Saratoga Springs, to which place he had gone with
the hope of restoring his health, which had become greatly
enfeebled. Mr. Weed was born in Stamford, Ct., October
15, 1817. His first pastoral charge was in Mexico, Oswego
County, N. Y. Here he labored with great assiduity and
success for a period of twenty-three years. He manifested
great interest in matters of education, and had a large share
in shaping the sentiment of the community in which he so
long lived. ]

“ He was called to Scottsville in 1870, where he labored
until his death. Genial and kindly qualities were his. Of
commanding presence in the pulpit, he was very earnest,
able and eloquent in his ministrations. The large attend-
ance of both the brethren of the Presbytery, and of the com-
munity in which he lived, at the memorial services held
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after his death testified to the great esteem in which he was
held, and the profound grief felt by all at his death. Above
all, none who knew him questioned his earnest, devoted
piety. We sympathize with the bereaved family and con-
gregation, and exhort them one and all, ¢ His faith follow,
considering the end of his conversation, Jesus Christ, the
same yesterday, to-day and forever.’ ”

REV. GEORGE McCARTNEY.

The following minute was presented by Rev. Jonathan
Copeland, of Webster, and adopted by Presbytery, June 18,
1883:

“Rev. George McCartney, who was for many years an
esteemed member of this Presbytery, died in Banks, Mich.,
November 6, 1882, in the 72d year of his age. He was
born and educated in Scotland for the ministry, and came
to this country while young, intending only to make a brief
visit and return; but finding the ocean passage severe, he
concluded to remain, and make this his home. He engaged
at first in teaching and editing a paper at Harrisburg, Pa.
Afterwards he was ordained and installed pastor of the
Duteh Church of Watervliet, N. Y., where he had a very
successful pastorate of eleven years. Then helabored for a
time at Beacon Hill, and afterwards removed to Webster,
and became the pastor of the Presbyterian Church of that
place, and continued seven years, when he was obliged to
retire on account of feeble health. This was his last work.
He was highly esteemed in this relation, both for his piety
and able ministry ; and his name among the people is still
held in affectionate remembrance. He was a diligent stu-
dent, possessed a clear and logical mind, was very thorough
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in his investigations of all subjects to which he gave his
attention, and when his conclusions were reached was firmly
settled in his opinions, was an able preacher and very warmly
attached to the work of the ministry and deeply interested
in all that related to the church of Christ. The last seven
years of his life were years of confinement, and much of the
time helplessness, but he gave ample evidence of the sus-
taining power of divine grace, so long as his mind was clear.
Heleft a wife and two sons, one of whom is a minister of the
gospel, and three daughters, to all of whom the brethren of
Presbytery extend their cordial sympathy. Resolved, that
a copy of this minute be sent to the family.”

REV. THOMAS AITKEN.,

Rev. Thomas Aitken was born in the town of Falkirk,
Sterlingshire, Scotland, November 26, 1799, graduated at
the University of Glasgow in 1819, and at the United Seces-
sion Seminary of Selkirk and Glasgow in 1823. He was
licensed by the Presbytery of Sterling and Falkirk, June 8,
1824, and was ordained by the Presbytery of Cupar of the
United Secession Church, June 2, 1829. As early as 1825
he went as a missionary to the Orkney Islands, and after a
term of service covering about thirteen years in the old
country, came to the United States. Here he first preached
a short time at Fall River, Mass., but soon settled in Sparta,
where he found a people allied to him by ties both natural
and ecclesiastical, with whom he maintained the muost tender
pastoral relations up to the time of his death, March 11,
1884,—a period of about forty-five years ;—he having been
released from the active duties of the ministry less than two
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years previous to that date. In him the Scotch clergy had
a learned, eloquent and faithful representative. Strongly
conservative in his tendencies, and very distrustful of inno-
vations, his advocacy of the old school was so earnest that it
seemed impossible that he ever could be reconciled to the
union, but when once the two bodies came together there was
not a man in all our Presbytery who appeared to enjoy the
love feast more than he. In social life he mingled most
delightfully with the families of his charge. His love of
poetry, coupled with a very retentive memory, enabled him
to recite copious extracts from his favorite authors for their
entertainment.

Dating from his licensure his entire ministry was a little
less than sixty years, during fifty-eight of which he
promptly and untiringly met the demands of both pulpit
and people.

REV. JOSEPH R. PAGE, D. D.

The Rev. Joseph R. Page, D. D., was born in New
Brunswick, N. J., August 1, 1817. He pursued studies pre-
paratory to the ministry with Rev. Alonzo Wilton, and was
licensed by the New York City Association in 1838, and
ordained by the Oneida Association, February 6, 1839, at
Plymouth, N. Y., where he preached for about a year. .He
commenced his ministry at Perry, N. Y., in 1839, which,
with two interruptions, continued until 1868. The first of
these was that he might gratify his desire for a more thorm{gh
theological course, which he secured at Auburn, graduating
with the class of 1844, and second, that he might accept the
pastorate of the Congregational Church at Stratford, Conn.,
for the years 1857-8. After leaving Perry in 1868, he sup-
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plied the pulpit at East Avon for five years, and then was
settled as pastor at Brighton for ten years. He died of
heart disease in Rochester, December 17,1884. Asa mem-
ber of the former Presbytery of Ontario, he was widely
known in this section as very zealous for the New School
Assembly, and prominent in the controversies which then
prevailed. The merging of Ontario with this Presbytery
was largely the result of his influence ; and that his whole
heart was enlisted in the welfare of this body was attested
by the fact that during the fourteen years of his member-
ship he was present at every stated meeting, and at almost
all the special and adjourned meetings, giving the strictest
attention to business from the commencement to the final
correction of the minutes. For fifteen years he was & mem-
ber of the Board of Commissioners of Auburn Seminary,
and for about twenty years was a member of the Board of
Trustees of Ingham University. While as a writer he was
clear, concise, accurate and forcible, and as a preacher was
arugmentative, seriptural, earnest and convineing, it wasasa
man among men, deahng with living issues and meeting
practical questions, that the peculiar force of his character
found its expression. On the floor of an ecclesiastical body
he was perfectly at home. Ready in debate, ingenious in
the arrangement of his points, honest in his convietions and
urgent in his pleading, none could fail to recognize in him
a successful leader. For fifteen years the correspondent of
the New York ZHwangelist, for Western New York, the
-churches in this section knew not how greatly they were
indebted to his vigorous pen, until it was laid down never
again to be resumed. His ministry of forty-six years was
long, laborious and successful,
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REV. MALCOLM N. McLAREN, D. D.

The following minute, which was prepared by Rev. F.
De W. Ward, D. D of Geneseo, was adopted by Presbytery,
September 20, 1887:

Malcolm Neil McLaren, D. D., closed his long life at his
home in Auburn, N. Y., July 1st, 1887. At the funeral
services the city pastors were represented by Rev. C. C.
Hemingway ; the Theological Seminary by Prof. R. B.
‘Welch ; Rochester Presbytery by Rev. Dr. Parsons, of
Mount Morris, and Rev. Dr. Ward, of Geneseo. The three
first named conducted the devotional exercises; the last
because of long acquaintance and special ‘intimacy of more
than forty years, by request of the family, delivered the
address.

His biography, in brief words, is this: Born at Albany,
N. Y., July 1st, 1799, educated at Union College, (1824)
and at Princeton Theological Seminary (1826); married
Miss Patty, who, with two daughters and a son followed his
remains to their last resting place. He ministered as stated
supply or pastor at Brodalban, Hamptonburgh, Johnstown,
Rochester First Church, Newburgh and Caledonia. Gifted
and good are terms truthfully applicable to our deceased
associate.  Gifted with a form tall erect and graceful,
specially courteous in manner wherever, seen; endowed
with a mind well disciplined by study; having few equals
in rhetoric and expressive pulpit delivery. For all these
and for goodness of heart, and fidelity as preacher and
pastor he will long be remembered in the many places of his
abode and labors. His was an active, useful life, a peaceful
death, and who can doubt a blessed immortality, in the pres-
ence of Him whom he long and faithfully served, and whose
name was the last upon his lips. By his own request there
was placed upon his coffin a copy of the Bible which was
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daily read at family worship ; and an edition, dating back a
half century, of the Westminster Confession of Faith, whose
doctrines had so firmly imbedded a place in his intelligent
faith, and were defended as occasion required, with a fear-
lessness worthy of his Scotch ancestry and early Presbyte-
rian training.

Thus lived and labored and fell asleep at the advanced
age of eighty-nine years, the next but one of the oldest of
our members ; leaving a name ever to be mentioned with
fraternal esteem ; an example worthy of personal imitation.
Few of us will reach his age, but be ours the desire and
earnest endeavor so to preach from the pulpit, so to counsel
from house to house, so to plead with our fellow men, and
pray to our God above, that whether called away as many
are in mid-life, or with powers exhausted as were those of
our venerable father in Christ, we can take up the valedic-
tory utterance of the blessed Jesus: “I have finished O Lord
the work thou gavest me to do.”

REV. BENJAMIN MoNEIL.

The following minute was adopted by Presbytery, April
9,1889:

The Rev. Benjamin F. McNeil was born April 4, 1826,
in the town of Genoa, Cayuga Co., N. Y.

Graduating at Hamilton College in 1852, he for some
years after was a successful teacher in Pennsylvania, and
was also connected with several newspapers.

In 1868, he graduated at Union Seminary, N. Y., and in
May of the same year was licensed by the Presbytery of .
New York.

Devoting himself to the Home Missionary work, he was
ordained as an evangelist in October, 1868, at St. Louis, Mo,
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He soon gathered a church at Beatrice, Neb., where he was
instrumental in building a church edifice. He organized a
number of churches, and endured great hardships until he
was prostrated by a sunstroke in the summer of 1874, from
the effects of which he never fully recovered. Returning
to the East and unable longer to preach, he made vigorous
efforts to maintain his usefulness by editing religious news-
papers, but his poor health compelled him in a few years to
abandon all efforts of the kind and to seek rest in the min-
isters’ home at Perth Amboy.

It was while editing a religious newspaper in the city of
Rochester that he united with this Presbytery, April 18,
1879, by letter from the Presbytery of Newark ; and though
