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TESTIMONIALS.

W= have been favored with the opportunity of perusing “ Bross’ Ancienr His:
TORY,” as it was passing through the press. The general plan of the work strikes us
most favorably, and we feel a conviction that it will be found, in connection with
the Chart accompanying it, of great utility in presenting clear ideas to the mind, in
w manner calculated to make them faithfully retained by the memory. The order
of Historical events is clearly presented, and those which are co-eval, are happily
exhibited, toimpress the understanding readily, and the memory durably.

Much judgment iy shown in bringing forward prominent events only, omitting
those facts which are trifling and unimportant, thus giving the leading incidents
their proper prominence, g0 appropriate to a text-book for Primary Schools.

It isan excellent feature of the work, too, that Groerarny i§ called to the
aid of History, without which no clear notion of historical events, as connected
with the places of their occurrence, can be acquired. ~

Our favorable impression of the plan of the work is confirmed, by seeing it pracs
tically il by the A in i ing, as a Teacher, upon the same sys-
tem, instruction, under which the Pupils have made remarkable proficiency in the

of historical i " .
‘We commend this work to the use of Schools and Teachers, in the confidence
. that it will be found an admireble text-book upon the subject of which it treats.
F. WHITTLESEY, Vice Chancelior,
L F. MACK, City Superintendent Com, Schools,
A. MANN, County Superintendent  do.
HENRY E, ROCHESTER, Ex-Superintendent dos
Roonesrer, April 18, 1645, )

Entered according to the Act of Congress, in the year-1845, by
IBAAC MOORE,
in ths Clerk’s Office of the Northern District of New-York.

Printed by Canfield & Watren, under the Museum, Rochester, N.Y.
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PREFACE.

Tuz Science of Ancient History, though universally considered essen-
tal to a finished education, is still very imperfectly taught in our Schools.
The difficulty of combining the interest of a consecutive narrative, with
an intelligent view of contemporaneouns events, has proved a serious
embarrassment to Writers and Teachers; while Students, lost in the dim
regions of the Past, confused with 2 multiplicity of characters, to which
they were unable to attach any definite idea, have thrown down their
text-books in despair, and tumned their attention to some more alluring
pursnit.

This state of things must exist, so long as ZTeachers attempt to store the
minds of their Pupils with facts wnconnected by the two strong associa-
tions of #ime and place; so long as Authors endeavor to tondense the
events of 6000 years into the space of one volume ; just so long will
History repel, rather than excite, the euriosity of the Student.

After years spent in vain endeavors to find some system which should
make the subject of Chronology more intelligible, it was the privilege-of
the writer to listen to a Lecture which the Rev. Dr, Cox, delivex:eﬂ before
the ““Young Men’s Association’’ of Rochester. In that Lecture, a
method of dividing time into periods of 500 years each, was recom-
mended, as an aid in arranging historical facts, The plan nf the gifted
Lecturer was the germ which subseq: in ¢ g devel-
oped and expanded, till the various parts of the present system unfo]ded
in such order and proportion, as arrested the attention, and elicited the
approbation of those best qualified to judge of its power to interest and
educate the young.

The Chart which was made and named for the pupils of = private
school—the Book which was taught a9 fast as written—and the AMaps
which were drawn to Hllustrate the Course of Empire through the Eastern
‘World—after careful revision and correction, are now offered to the nse

of the public.

1 42562
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g TR P :r' PREFAGE.

oot Thé ‘wérﬁ{' has been complled from standard authors, and submitted to
ehe, arltlmsm—os d;;sﬁpgmshed individuals ; and having already passed
ahd es,;.cf u{pénence,ut is believed that it will prove such a combina-

. uor; of the dnpnog;aplncﬂl and ethnographical methods, as shall make

Aﬂp@nf&stn}i’ aﬁé of tl-e most agreeable and improving branches of

*edhchtlon.
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GENEBRAL PLAN (F THE WORK.

It is the plan of this work to consider the History of the
World, as divided into periods of 1000 years each, four of
which expired before the commencement of the Christian era.

These periods are called Millenniums.

A Class consisting of ten, represents ore Millennium—each
pupil relating from the Chart, the principal events of one cen-
tury. The uniform flow of time is thus clearly presented,
and contemporaneous events fixed indelibly upon the memory.

In forming a class, it is proc{msed that the pupils take the
names affixed to the right hand of the chart, and always retain
the places thus indicated. A kind of personal Mnemonics is
thus formed, by repeaied rehearsal, which enables them to de-
termine in what century any distinguished individual flourish-
ed. For instance, let it be required to ascertain when Cy-
rus the Great lived. In reciting from the chart, Joseph says,
“Cyrus takes Babylon”—and in Joseph’s chapters of Assyria
and Persia, this transaction is particularly described. Now
Joseph’s centuries are from 3600 to 8500, B. C.; from 2600
t0 2500, B. C. ; fromi 1600 to 1500, B. C. ; and from 600 to
500, B. C. A moment’s reflection would show him, that Cy-
rus must have lived in the last of these centuries ; and this
known, the subsequent events assume their chronological order
in his mind, with the utmost ease. ’

Again—Tlet it be required to state how long Rome continued.
Rome was founded in the middle of Amy’s century, and pass-
ing Joseph once, its history came to him again, and ended
there. From Amy to Amy again, is 1000 years. Louisa
counts another century, and Joseph another, so that Rome
continued 1200 years. These things will be clearly seen, by
forming the class, and permitting them to number their cen-
turies, and repeat the chart.

_The Chart contains the captions of the Chapters; each
Chapter contains the events of one Century for any particu-
lar country, and is named from the scholar who recites the
captions, 2
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[ GENERAL PLAN OF THE WORK.

The book comprises the histories of Assyria, Egypt, Per-
sia, Greece, the four kingdoms formed from the Empire of
Alexander and Rome. Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome
were the four  Universal Monarchies ;7 but as Egypt, owing
to its extraordinary fertility and early civilization, was the
parent of .the erts and sclences, and the great fountain of
heathen mythology, its history is introduced in the order of
Chronology.

The Bacred Seriptures are the only record from which we
derive our knowledge of the events which transpired before
the Flood, so that the first two Millenniums contain only very
brief accounts of the Creation, the fall of man, the expulsion
from Eden, the genealogy of the Antediluvian patriarchs, their
deaths, the wickedness of the world, and its consequent destruc-
tion by the deluge, and the various settlements made in Asia,
Africa, and Europe, by the descendants of Noah.

From the Genealogical Tree in the Frontispiece, it will be

seen that the children of Japheth peopled Europe, and those
of Shem and Ham, Asia and Africa.
. From the plain of the Euphrates, the *land of Shinar,”
where the ¢ children of men began to build a city and a tower,*
were the tribes of the earth scattered abroad; from Nineveh
and Babylon, the most ancient cities, the course of Empire took
its way in a westerly direction, and it is the business of the
historian to examine the causes of that fuxury and degeneracy,
which transferred the sceptre of universal rule, successively,
from the Assyrians to the Persians, from the Persians to the
Graeks, and from the Greeks to the Romans.

N. B. An Alphabetical List of the names of individuals
pronounced, will be found in the closing pagesof this work, and
it is proposed that the teacher require the scholar, as an exer-
cise In composition, to write a biography of every important
character,
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~ASSYRIA.

Tae history of the First Assyrian Empire, .is comprised
within a period of 1450 years; that of the Second within a pe-
riod of 210 years; so that Assyria, commencinig about 2200,
B. C., and ending, 538 B.C., occupies nearly two Millenniums.

Inthe year of the World 1656, the Deluge destroyed all
the inhabitants of the earth, except Noah and his family, and
the creatures with them in the Ark. The earth lay in its
shroud of waters one year, according to our computation, and
when the flood subsided, the Ark rested upon Mount Ararat, in
Armenia ; and Noah, with his wife, his three sons, Shem,
Ham, and Japheth, and their wives, came forth to take pos-
session of the New World. -

1t is supposed that Noah migrated to the East, and founded
the Empire of Cliina, as the Chinese dates agree thereto, and
no mention is made of him in Scripture, though he lived 350
years after this event, Nor have we any record of the wan-
derings of his sons and their descendants, till about 100 years
after the” flood, when we find them engaged in an attempt to
settle on the banks of the Euphrates, around a city and a
tower which they united in building, of the bituminous earth
with which that country abounds. Their design was frustrated
by the confusion of tongues, and thence  they were scattered
abroad upon the face of ‘all the earth : and they left off to
build the city.” Thiscity was called Babel; and from’ this
place as a point, the migrations and settlements of the different
tribes radiated. “ Out of that land went forth Asshur and build-
ed Nineveh ;” Misraim with his adherents found his way to
Egypt ; Canaan settled Phenicia on the eastern coast of the
Mediterransan ; the descendants of Javan migrated to Greece ;
and from U of the Chaldees, 200 years later, Abram was called
to possess the Land of Promise.

Read Gen. vi. 13; also vil. and viii. entire: xi, 1—10.

For settlements of Japheth, read x. 5, For Assyrin, sce Gen. x. 8—10,
For Egypt, see Gen. x. 13.
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CHAPTER I. 2200. MARGARET.

The first kingdom, of which we have any account, was
Assyria, founded by Asshur, son of Shem ; Nimrod, the grand-
son of Ham, not long after, distinguished himself as a ¢ mighty
hunter,” and from subduing the beasts of the field, came o be
leader of a tribe which fixed their head quarters at Babel. The
abandoned city was repeopled, the ancient tower was convert-
ed into the fane of Belus, and soon this city, Babylon, rivalled
Nineveh in its extent and beauty.

Read Gen. a. 11, for Nineveh. Gen. x. 9, 10, for Nimrod and Babylon.
‘Where were thess cities ?

Here occurs a chasm of great length in the history.of As.
syria.

* & * * * * * * ®

CHAPTER X. 1300. Emuwy.
Ninus and Semiramis,

Ninus claimed to be the son of the god Belus; but as such
assumptions of divinity were common In those early ages, no-
thing can be determined as to his parentage, Ninus so much
enlarged and beautified Nineveh, that he is styled its founder.
This great city, situated upon the Tigris, was an oblong
square, 60 miles in circumference ; surrounded by walls 100
feet high, and so thick that three chariots might he driven
abreast on the top of them. Upon the walls stood 1500 tow-
ers, each 200 feet in height; and the whole was so strong as
to bid defiance to all weapons of warfare then known. Ni-
nus is said to have spent 17 years in conquest, and to have
extended the bounds of his dominions over the whole of Mid-
dle Asia. In Bactria he would have suffered defeat, but for
the counsel and conduct of Semiramis, wife of one of his of
ficers. He married her after the death of her husband, but
she could not be satisfied to rule the empire by influencing the
emperor ; she was determined to be absolute sovereign, and
the doting Ninus having been persuaded to commit to her hands
the §overnmant for five days, she contrived to attach the prin.
cipal lords to her interest; and procuring the death of her
husband, possessed herself of the empire.

Mention the couniries of Middle Asia, from Map 1.
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Semirass.—Ta immortalize her name, Semiramis employ-
ed 2,000,000 of men in enlarging, fortifying, and beautitying
Bs.bylon. Its walls were not inferior fo those of Nineveh ;
its whole area was divided into 676 squares, by the streets which
crossed each other at right angles; these streets were termi-
nated at each end by massive gates of brass, overlooked on
each side by lofty towers; and the mighty river which rolled
through the town, was enclosed with walls as strong as those
which encompassed the city.

She visited every part of her dominions, and left in every
place monuments of her greatness. The country was rough
and uncultivated. She hollowed mountains, filled up valleys,
built aqueducts, leveled roads, and converted the unbroken
wilderness into fertile plains. She extended her dominions
beyond Asja even. Ethiopia submitted to her arms, and in
Africa, she visited the temple of Jupiter Ammon, to inquire
of the oracle how long she should live. She was answered
“Till her son conspired against her.” On her return, she un-
dertook the conquest of India, but was Signally defeated. Her
son seized upon this occasion to alienate the affections of her
people, and this coming to her knowledge, she resigned her
deminions, and retired to a private station. The Assyrians
worshipped her under the form of the white dove.

Trace Semiramis from Babylon to Ethiopia—to India.

CHAPTER XI. 1200.—MARGARET,

Ninyas, son of Ninus and Semiramis, having thus gained
possession of the throne, -gave himself up to a life of seclusion
and pleasure. FHere occurs another chasm in the history of
Assyria, during which it is supposed the empire was broken,
or of very little consequence. R '

* * * *

CHAPTER XIV. 900. Frances.

According to chronologers, Jonsh preached to the inhabit-
ants of Nineveh, 862, B. C., and by historians Pul is suppo-
sed to have been the king who averted the threatened judgment
by repentance.

Read Jonah iii, entire, and iv. 11, o
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ASSYRIA,

CHAPTER XV. 800. Awmv.

Sardanapalus was the last king of the First Assyrian Em-
pire. His vices and follies alone rescue his name from obliv-
ion. A monument found by Alexander, in’ Cilicia, proves
that he must have made an expedition to Western Asia; but
the greatest part of his time was spent in his seraglio, spin-
ning with the women, or imitating their habits of dress and
conversation. His effominate manners rendered him con-
temptible; and Arbaces, a Median governor, with Belesis, the
most distinguished member of the Chaldean sacerdotal college,
conspired against him, and collected a numerous force to de-
throne ‘him,” Sardanapalus quitted for awhile his voluptuous
relreat, and appeared at the head of his armjes. He was
beaten and besieged in the city of Ninus, two years. At last,
finding all was lost, he erected a throne of his ireasures, col~
lected his women about him, and having set five to the palace,
perished with them in the $ames. Thus ended the First As-
syrian Empire, 1450 years after its founding by Nimrod.
The conspirators seized upon the government, and divided it
between them, whence arose two kingdoms.

10

The Assyrians of Nineveh ruled & S The Babylonish As-
by Arbaces, syrians by Belesis.'
B. C. 747.

Arbaces took up his residence at

Nineveh, and reigned theré under the

name of Ninus the Younger. He
is called, in scripture, Tiglath-pileser.
He took the city of Damascus and
put anend to the Syrian kingdom,
which had long vexed the Jews, and
he made Ahaz king of Judsh pay
dearly for being delivered from his
troublesome neighbozs.

Read 2 Kings, xvi, 7—9. Isa xvii. 1—3.
Amos, i, 3,4,

- made from himself.”’

Belesis took up his resi-
dence at Babylon. With
his reign began the fa-
mous era of Nabonassar,
secording to Berosus, in
this manner: ¢ Nabo-
nassar, having collected
the acts of his predeces-
sors, destroyed them, in
order that the computa-
tion of the reigns of the
Chaldean kings might bIe

t
began the year Feh. 26,
747, B.C. |
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BABYLON SUBDUED.

11

The two Lingdoms: re-united.

B. C. 728. Salmanaser.
Salmanaser, son of Ninus II., be~
sieged Samaria three years, and afier
the people had suffered every hard-
ship, took the city and carried the in-
habitants captive, 250 years afler
the revolt of Israel from Judah, 721.

" Read 2 Kings xvii. 1-7. Lev. xxvi. 32, 33
and Deut. xxviii. 36. =%

8. C. 717. Sennacherib.

Sennacherib exacted a tribute of
Hezekiah ; and not content with “all
thé treasures of the house of the
Lord, and of the king’s "house,” in-
vaded Judea with a large army. By
his emissaries he insulted the already
humbled Jews, and blasphemed a-
gainst the Godof heaven ; but Heze-
kiah spread his impious letter before
the Lord, and received assurances of
divine protection. That night the
destroying angel was sent forth into
the camp of the Assyrians, and
185,000 of Sennacherib’s host slept
the sleep of death. Filled with shame

and rage, the impious king returned |

to Nineveh, where two of his own
sons conspired against him and slew
him, .

Reod 2 Kings xviii. 1320, and xix. 8—37.
" B. C. 710. Esarhaddon, his son,
reigned in his stead.

CHAPTER XVIL

700.

Merodach Baladan,
This prince sent to

|congratulate Hezekiah

upon his recovery from
sickness, and to inquire
about the shadow’s going
back upon the dial of
Alaz, for the Chaldeans
were great astronomers.
They had records intheir
city of observations made
1500 years before, or
sbout the time of the
confusion of tongues.
Read 2 Kings, xx, 1115,

Trace the ambassadora from
Babylon to Jerusalem.

Of the succeeding
kings of Babylon, we
know little, except their
names.

Louisa.

Esarbaddon, Nebuchadnezzar 1., Saracus, and Nabopolassar.
Esarhaddon, perceiving that Babylon was filled with anar-

chy,
subjection.
680.

ook advantage of the times to réduce it o its former
Thus he re-united the Assyrian Empire, B. C.
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i3 ASSYRIA.

Ho planted strangers in the land of Israel, who were the
progenitors of the Samaritans. In his reign, M_anasseh was
carried to Babylon, where he remained in captivity 12 years.

How long did Babylon exist as a separate kingdom 7

Trace the from Ni h to i

Read 2 Kings xvii. 24, and Ez. iv. 210,

B, C. 669. Nebuchadnezzar L

In the days of thisking, several tributary princes revolted,
and he was involved in a war with the Medes.

Read Phraortes, in Louisa’s chap. of Persia. ~

Trace Nebuchadnezzar from Nineveh to Media.
“B. C. 648. Saracus.

This monarch resembled Sardanapalus in his taste and pury
suits,. The general of his army, Nabopolassar, having the
burden of stateaffairs to sustain, thought himself more worthy
of the thrune than his effeminate monarch. He accordingly
formed an alliance with Cyaxares, king of Media, to dethrone
the last of the race of Arbaces. With their joint forces they
besieged Saracus in Nineveh, and finally gained possession of
the place, and slew the monarch. After this the glory of
Nineveh faded, and Babylon, its ancient rival, became the
most famous city in the world,

Read Nahum, ehap. iil.

B. C. 626. Nabopolassar, the Cheldean.

Nabopolassar, having thus acquired sovereign power, com-
menced a new dynasty, under which Assyria reached its great-
est glory, and fell to rise no more. 'By his warlike exploits
he roused the jealousy of all his neighbors ; Necho, king of
Egyst, marched to the Euphrates to stop his conquests, Syria
and Palestine revolted, and he found himself in his old age,
surrounded by enemies. In this emergency he thought proper
to invest his son Nebuchadnezzar with a share in the govern-
ment. The young prince proved himself worthy of his father’s
confidence. He invaded Palestine, took Jehoiakim, and car-
ried him captive to Babylon, with numerous young persons of-
the royal family, among whom were Daniel and the three chil-
dren, Bhadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

This event took place inthe 4th year-of Jehoiakim, B. C. 606.

2b.l!.zesad 2 Kings xxiv. 47, and 8 Chron. xxxvi. 6,7 Dan.i.1,2. Jer. xlvi, 2
y 26.
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CHAPTER XVIIL. 600. Josgrm.

Nebuchadnezzar, - Evil-Merodach, Nereglissar, Laborosoarchod, and Bel-
shagzar. Assyria becomes a Persian Province.

In 599, Nebuchadnezzar fought a great battle with Necho,
and entirely defeated him. In the beginning of his reign, he
hada remarkable dream, which, as interpreted by Daniel, con-
tained the history of all succeeding ages.

By his officers Jehoiachin was deposed, and Zedekiah placed
upon the throne of David, but he also rebelled against the
king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar went in person to punish
the treachery of Zedekiah. He besieged Jerusalem two years,
and when all the bread was spent in the city, the men of war
sattempted to flee by the way of the plain, but were captured
by the hosts of Chaldea. The Holy and Beantiful house built
by Solomon, perished in the conflagration of the city, and all
the precious things of the sanctuary, together with the king
and his nobles, were carried to Babylon, B. C. 588.

Read 2 Kings xxiv. 10—20 ; xzv. 1—8, and 2 Chr. xxxvi. 9—21. Read
Jer. lil. 4—12.

Takingor Four years after, Nebuchadnezzar besieged Tyre, &

Tyre. sirongly fortified and opulent city of Phenicia, “the
Queen of the sea, whose merchants were princes, and whose
nobles were among the honorable of the earth.”” Here for
thirteen yedrs his troops suffered incredible hardships, so that
#tgyery head was mnde bald, and every shoulder was peeled,”
and when the place finally surrendered, the exhausted besieg-
ers found no treasure within its walls to reward their labors ;
the inhabitants having removed their principal effects to an
island about half a mile distant, where in a short time a new
city arose which far eclipsed the glory of the old.

Read Fz. xxix. 18—20 and Ts. xxiii. 5—9, 11, 13.

Conquest °_ Nebuchadnezzar.then turned himself upon .Egypt,
ofEgypt. which was at that time suffering from intestine com-
motions. .

Amasis and Apries, having divided the people by a contest
for the throne, no effectual resistance was offered to the inva-
ders. “The good of all the land of Egypt was before them,”
and they spared nothing. With the spoil of the splendid tem-
ples of Apis, and the wealth of the conquered people, the
groat king returned to Babylon, having rendered the country
tributary, and made Amasis his deputy.

Read I, xix. 1, 4, 17, 22, 23. Jer. xlvi; 13, 25,26. Ez. xux. 10, 13, 24--26.
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Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar was now sole monarch of Chaldea,
Asgyria, Syria, Arabia, Palestine, EEypt, and, Ethiopia. I-!Ie
married Amyit, princess of Media, who rivalled Semiramis in
the splendid works with which she beautified the cit of Baby-
lon. A bridge 5 furlongs in length spanned the Euphrates,
and terminated at each end in a palace.of vast dimensions,
The old palace on the east side of the river was nearly 4 miles
in circumference, but the new palace surrounded with three
walls, one within another, was 7 miles in compass. In the'last
palace were the Hanging gardens, built by Amyit to resernble
the woody country of Media. Arches were raised on arches
till they reached the heightof the walls ; the ascent was from
terrace to terrace by stairs ten feet wide. On the .top of the
arches were first placed large flat stones, then a layer of reeds,
then bricks closely cemented together, and then thick sheets of
lead upon which lay the mould of the garden so deep, that trees
of the largest size might take rootin it ; and beneath their shade
wers plants and flowers of the greatest beauty, and most ex-
quisite perfumae. An engine at the top drew up the waters of
the river and scattered them in showers over the gardens, and
in the spaces between the arches magnificent apartments were
fitted up, commanding a. delightful prospect of artificial hills
and forests, streams and fountains. ls\gear the centre of the
city stood the

TemprLe or BeLus.—This was a circular building, of eight
stories, diminishing upwards to the height of 600 feet. The
wealth of this temple, in statues, tables, censers, cups, and
other implements of massy gold, was almost incredible. One
ancient writer makes it amount to $100,000,000. On the sum-
mit was an observatory, from which the Chaldean astrolo-
gers watched the motions of the stars, and made those cal-
culations which Calisthenes transcribed and sent to Aristotle.

Nebuchadnezzar, proud of the mighty realm which owned
his sway, and proudp of the magnificent city which he had
enriched with the spoils of Nineyeh, Jerusalem and Egypt,
refused to listen to the warnings of that Daniel who had made
him acquainted with the divine will. But in the very hour
“when fis heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in
pride,”” he was seized with & kind of madness and driven from
his throne to dwell with the beasts of the field. At the end of
seven years, his reason returned to him, his kingdom was re-
stored, and excellent majesty was added unto him. He reign-
ed 43 years. Read Dan. iv. 30—36.

Trace the Chaldean apmies to Jerusalem, to Tyre, to Egypt.
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: B. C. 562. Evil-Merodach.

Evil-Merodach, son of Nebuchadnezzar, was a gentle and
weak prince, unfitted to govern the vast empire left to his
care. He was dethroned after two years by Nereglissar, his
sister’s hushand.

Read 2 Kings, xxv. 27—30.

B. C. 560. Nereglissur.

If the success of Nereglissar had equalled his ambition, As-
syria would have had little cause to lJament the change in ad-
ministration ; but endeavoring to extend his dominions, he

eriled all. After making alliance with Craesus, king of
iydig, he declared war against the Medes, but was slain in the
first battle. - ~

His son Laborosoarchod, the man with the long name, the
wicked life and short reign, succeeded him. Nine months his
subjects bore with his impious cruelty, and then put him to
death. '

B. C. 555. Belshazzar.

‘While the contest with the Medes was still undecided, and
the Assyrians were lost in Juxury, the sceptre descended to the
wesk hands of Belshazzar, grandson of Nebuchadnezzar.
The war with Cyrus, and the danger of his kingdom, could
not draw him away from his pleasures. His armies and allies
were defeated, and finally Babylon alone, of all his vast do-
minions, held out against the conqueror. For two years, this
city was closely invested ; yet such was the strength of its for-
tifications—such the quantities of provisions ‘stored in its gra-
naries, and afforded by its gardens—that the Assyrians, think-
ing themselves secure, ridiculed the besiegers from the walls,
and defied them from their impregnable towers.

Taking Nebuchadnezzar, in repairing the walls of the Eu-
Babglon. phrates, had made a great lake to receive the waters
of the river, and had secured its entrance with strong dykes.
Cyrus having learned that on a certain day a grand festival
was to be celebrated, sent a party of soldiers to break down
the dam and let the waters flow away from their accustomed
channel ; then dividing the rest of his army, he stationed one
part at the place where the river entered the city, and the
other where it came out, with orders to enter the channel as
soon a8 the water was fordable, and approach each other.
Thedykes were broken down ; and the waters filling the lake,
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and the trench of circumvallation which the Persians had
spent the two years in digging, the bed of the mighty streamn
was left nearly dry. About midnight, the army of Cyrus
ipassed under the walls, and proceeded silently along the chan-
nel to a point near the centre of the great palace ; that palace
in which Belshazzar, surrounded by his drunken lords, was
listening with quaking heart to Daniel’s interpretation of the
hand-writing on the wall.

The hraze:ﬁ:tes leading to the river had been left unfast-
ened, the gu: partaking in the negligence and disorder of
the night, offered but a fe¢ble resistance, and the city was
filled with the enemy, before the doomed inhabitants awoke
from their fancied security. Belshazzar was slain at the door
of his palace, and” Babylon fell into the hands of Cyrus, B.
C. 588.- Thus'ended the Secorid Assyrian Empire, 210 yéars
after its founding by Arbaces. Assyria then became a Persian
province. ’ :

Reod Jer.1. 1, 3,9, 10, T3, W 15, 16, 29, 35, 36, 37, 36, 41, 43, 43, 44; Jer.
L. 1—14, 25, 30,31, 32, as,fs%'isqé»vhi. v.entire. |~

The Chaldean Dynasty of Assyria.

’? Nabopolassar, =

? Nebuchadnezzar the Great,
Nereglissar, { 4] -u Evil-Merodach,
Laborosoarchod, ﬂ | 6 | Belshazzar,
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Egypt, in commencing with Misraim, 2188, B. C.,and ending with Psammeni-
tus, 525, B. C. continued 1663 yeau.dm'g )

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

Ecrerr, one of the most celebrated spots on the face of the
globe, occupies the north-eastern corner of Aftriea, lying be-
tween the Mediteranean sea. on the north, and Nubia on the
south ; and between the Red Sea on the east, and the deserts
on the west. It is about 600 miles long, and 350 broad; but
its most interesting portion is a vale, varying in width from
15 to 20 miles on each side of the Nile. “This majestic river,
the source of its wealth and fertility, rises in the mountains of
Abyssinia, and running nearly pazpllel to the Red Ses, emp-
ties into the Mediterransan by seyen different mouths, It ne-
ver rains in Egypt, but the want of showers is abundantly
supplied by the annual overflowing of the Nile, which, bring- *
ing down the precious mud from the mountains, deposits it up-
-on the earth, and imparisto/it a Tichness grester than is found
in the soil of any other country. Ancient Egypt, in ¥act,
unlike every other country on the globe, brought forth its
produce independent of the seasons and the skies ; and while
continued drought in the neighboring countries brought one
season of scarcity after another, the granaries of Egypt were
always full. Tts early settlement and civilization were doubt-
less owing to these favorable circumstances.

Bound Egypt.

No part of ancient history is more obscure, and uncertain,
than that of Egypt. That it was peopled in the earliest ages,
its monuments most fully prove ; but the traditions and records,
preserved by its priests, are so beclouded with fabulous boast-
ing, that it is impossible to separate the true from the false.

According to the religious legends preserved in volumes of
papyrus, and shown to Herodotus when he visited Egypt; the
deities themselves first ruled the country. To them succesded
a race of demi-gods, of which Osiris was the head, . Next
followed a dynasty of kings, composed of real flesh and blood,
of whom Menes was the first. This Menes, they said, comple-
ted the work of ‘the gods, by perfecting the arts of life, and

3
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dictating to men the laws he had received from the skies,
Though many new rites were added in after ages, yet to him
Egypt owed its peculiar religious institutions, and general plan
of animal worship. Osiris the sun, and Isis the moon, were
the principal objects of adoration ; Osivis dwelling in the body
of the bull Apis, and Isis existing under several mystic forms.
Magnificent temples were erected to their honor, and nume-
Tous ceremonies were performed before them. If Apis lived
25 years, he was drowned in a sacred fountain ; if he died
before that period, -all Egypt went into mourning, and this
mourning continued till a new Apis was found. The deceased
animal was embalmed in the most costly manner, and buried
with such pomp, that on one occasion the funeral expenses
amounted to a sum equal to $55,000. The priests then tra-
versed the whole land in quest of a successor.. He must be
a calf of a perfectly black color, with a square white spot in
the forehead, the figure of an eagle upon the back, a crescent
on the side, and a beetle on the tongue. These marks were
of course produced by the contrivance of the priests ; but the
people, supposing them to be indubitable evidences that he con-
tained the soul of Osiris, were filled with the greatest joy, when
he was brought in triumph to Memphis. = Here in his splendid
temple, ¢ the walls of which shone with gold and silver, and
sparkled with the gems of India and Ethiopia,” he was served
by a whole college of priests, who fed him from golden dishes,
and sttended him with the utmost care.

The annual festival of Apis began with the rising of the
Nile, and presented for seven days a scene of uninterrupted
rejoicing. The god was then displayed to the view of the peo-
ple, covered with embroidered cloths of the finest texture, and
surrounded by a whole troop of boys, singing songs in his
praise.

Reed Ez. xzzil. 1—86, 18,19,

Many other animals were also esteemed deities. The dog,
the wolf, the hawk, the crocodile, and the cat, were popular
divinities, and he who killed one of them, even by accident,
was punished with death. At the decease of u cat, every
inmate of the family ‘cut off his eye-brows ; but when = dog
died, the whole head wasshaven. It was customary for Egyp-
tian soldiers to return after long expeditions, bringing with
them the bodies of these animals which they had found on their
journey, and embalmed with superstitious care. '
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They also worshiped certain portions of the vegetable king-
doms, whence the poet took occasion to satirize gfem :

« But should you leeks or onions eat, no time

‘Would expiate the sacrilegious crime ;

Religious nations, sure and blest abodes,
‘Where every orchard is o’errun with gods I

Among the institutions of Egypt, none exercised a more im-
portant influence on the character of the nation, than the di-
vision of the people into tribes, or castes. The son was obli-
ged by the customs of the country, to follow the trade of his
father ; so that priests, warriors, herdsmen, and traders, were
always distinet classes.

Aceording to the Egyptian doctrine of transmigration, the
soul of man was destined to pass through the bodies of different
animals, and at the end of 3000 years, to return and inhabit
a human form : but the cycle could not commence till the body
began to perish ; hence, say many historians, arose the prac-
tice of embalming the dead. The greatest attention was be-
stowed upon this work, which was enforced by severe and sacred
laws. ‘Many hands were employed in the ceremony ; some,
drew the brain through the nostsils; others, openéd the sideand
took out all the softer parts of the body ; others, then filled
the cavities' with spices and drugs. After a certain time the
body was wrapped in fine linen, dipped in gum, and irapreg-
nated with perfumes ; finally it was delivered to the relatives,
who put it in an open chest, and placed it upright against the
wall of a sepulchre. The chains of rocky mountains which
bounded the valley of the Nile,* were formed into vast cata-
combs, and fitted up with chambers for the repose of the dead.
The tomb was always prepared for the husband and his wife,
‘Whoever died first was deposited there, or kept 'embalmed in
the house till the decease of the other, The upper rooms of
the tombs were ornamented with paintings and sculptured
figures representing the Egyptians, in all the occupations of
every-day life. All the operations of agriculture—plowing,
sowing, and reaping; all the employments of the housewife
—spinning, weaving, sewing, washing, dressing; all the me-
chanic arts; all the amusements of the people, even the very
balls and dolls, with which the children played, arestill to be
seen portrayed with striking fidelity and distinctness, in these
stupendotis palaces of the dead. . )

In one painting is represented the judgment of a wicked

* See Map No. 3,
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soul, condemned to return to the earth in the form of a pig,
after having been weighed inthe scales before Osiris, and found
wanting. It is placed in a boat, and, attended by_ two mon-
keys, is dismissed from heaven, and all communication with
that delightful place, cut off by a man who hews away
the ground behind it with an axe.

The sacred vites of sepulture could not be eonferred .even
upon kings, until the dead had been solemnly judged by a tri-
bunal appointed for the purpose, and declared worthy to enter
the abodes of the blessed. =
- All the ancient kings of Egypt are called in Scripture, Pha-
rach.  In the time of the Pharachs, Egypt was divided into
the Thebais, or Upper Egypt; Middle; and Lower Egypt.
Lower Egypt extended from the Mediterranean to the place
where the Nile began to branch off ; and Middle Egypt ex-
tended from that place to Thebes, nearly where the Upper
portion commenced, and reached to Nubia. The pyramids
are all situated on the west 'side of the Nile, and extend in a
direction nearly parallel toit, for about 70 miles. Their vast
antiquity, their amazing magnitude, and the mystery which
envelops their history, render them objects of intense interest.

CHAPTER 1. 2200." MARGARET.
Menes or Misraim founds Egypt, B. C. 2188.

After the confusion of -tongues at Babel, the sons of Noah
separated into different parts of the world. Ham had four
children, three of whom settled in Africa. Misraim the se-
cond son founded Egypt, and all historians agree in consider-
ing him the Menes of the Egyptian priests, He is supposed
to have founded Memphis, by digging a new channel for the
Nile, and laying the foundations within its ancient bed. Many
of its ruins have served as materials for building Cairo, buta
sufficient number remain to excite our admiration of the won-
derful skill of the Egyptians in architecture. In the 12th cen-
tury, these ruins extended half a day’s journey in every direc-
tion, but now there are only scattered fragments of idols 40
feet high, and blocks of granite enclosed in rubbish, to inter-
est the antiquary.

Read Gen. x, 6. In which division of Egypt was Memphis 1
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CHAPTER II. 2100. Mary.
Busiris and Osymandias.

Busiris built Thebes, the city of an hundred gates, from
each of which issued, upon state occasions, 200 chariots and
10,000 fighting men. It is now called Said, and lies magnifi-
cent in ruins ; its fallen columns and mouldering temples, emi-
nently beautiful even in the midst of decay. . The sculptured
figures, which ornamented gates, and walls, and capitals, show
the perfection of Egyptian art; even the colors of the paint-
ings in its deserted palaces are undimmed by the hand of
time ; so happily did the Egyptians stamp immortality upon
their works,

In what part of Egypt was Thebes, and what is known of Said?

. Os¥manpias.—Diodorus gives a descriptien of many beau-
tiful edifices erected by this king. One was adorned with a
sculptured representation of his expedition into Asia. Ano-
ther temple contained a magnificent library, the oldest men-
tioned in history. The Egyptians used hieroglyphical writing,
and their records were preserved, notonly by inscription upon
monuments, but in books made of the leaves of the papyrus.
This library was called “ the office or treasury for the diseases
of the soul.” The life of Osymandies was such as secured
to him a distinguished sepulebre. It was encompassed with a
circle of gold, 865 cubits in circumference, ornamented with
figures showing the rising and setting of the heavenly bodies ;
for so early as this, the Egyptians had divided the year into
12 months of 80 days each, and every year added 5 daysto
bring the sun to the equinoctial points. Champollion thinks
the splendid ruins of the Memnonium in Thebes are the re-
mains of this tomb, as the statue of Osymandias is still to be
seen in them, though shattered into a thousand pieces.
‘What is hieroglyphical writing, and what is papyrus?

CHAPTER 'III. 2000. HeNry.

Uchoreus. Moeris,

Uchoreus raised a very high mole to protect Memphis from
the inundations of the Nile, and fortified the city otherwise
in so impregnable a manner, thatitwas ever afterwardsthe key
of that river. -

Moeris made the famous lake which bears his name. The

£d
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object of this wonderful excavation was to regulate the inun-
dations of the Nile. It was joined t6 the river by a canal 5 in
its centre were two pyramids upon which the rise of the water
was marked ; when it rose above the usual point it flowed off
into the lake, and when it did not reach so high, the deficiency
was supplied from the lake.

CHAPTER IV. 1900 Fraxces.
Shepherd Kings conquer Egypt.

Some time in this century, Egypt was invaded by people
from Arabia, called Shepherd Kings. Every place yielded to
these fierce barbarians, who, having taken Memphis and forti-
fied Pelusium, organized the government to suit themselves,
and founded On, or Heliopolis, the City of the Sun. Another
race might have reigned at Thebes during the same time, for
the state of Egypt was one of anarchy and confusion duzing
this period.

Trace the Shepherds from Arabia to Egypt.
‘Where is Pelusiumi, and where is Heliopolis

CHAPTER V. 1800. Awmv.
Joseph sold into Egypt.
1t was in the days of the Hyscos, or Shepherd Kings, that
Joseph was sold into Egypt. To connect him with the high-
est tribe or family, and so constitute him a governor, he was
married to the daughter of Potiphera, priest of the Sun.
Read Gen. xxxvii. 23—28 ; xli. 41—46, slso 1. 22—26.

CHAPTER VI 1700. Louisa.

Statue of Memnon erected.
Among the ruins of Thebes is the statue of Memnon, an im-
age of the Sun-king, cut out of the solid rock. It was said to

greet the rising of the god of day with a musical sound re-
sembling the tone of a harp.

This work was ascribed to Amenophis I1.

CHAPTER VIi. 1600. Josern.
Israel Oppressed.

Ramases .Mia.muu, wes the king that so cruelly oppressed
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‘the Israelites. They built for him the treasure cities of Rama-
ses and Pithom.

Read Ex. 1, 8—11.

CHAPTER VIII. 1500. Anw.
Amenophis. Sesostris.

Amenophis 111, is the prince who it is supposed endured the
ten plagues, and perished in the Red Sea.

Diodorus says: “A tradition has been transmitted through
the whole nation, that once an extraordinary ebb dried up the
waters of the Red Sea, so that its bottom was seen, and almost
immediately after a violent flow brought back the waters to
their accustomed channel.”

Read Ex. vii. 20,21 viil. 6, 17,24; ix. 6, 10, 24, 25 ; x. 13—15, 22,23 ;xii.

Read Ex. xiv. 9—31; xix. 1, 2.
‘Trace the Israelites from Succoth to Pihahiroth, to Sinai.

SesosTris.—Thoughmuch dispute prevails among the learn-
ed, as to the time in which Sesostris flourished, yet the numer-
ous monuments inscribed to him, prove him to have been some-
thing more then & fabulous personage. In the temples of
southern Ipsambiil, in the ruins of Thebes and Memphis, his
statues appears tamped, (Champollion asserts,) with the reality
of poriraiture. In almost every temple up to the confines of
Ethiopia, his deeds and triumphs are wrought in relief and
painting. The greater part of the celebrated obelisks bear
his record ; one side of Cleopatra’s needle is occupied with
his deeds, and his legends clothe with interest the stupendous
ruins of Luxor and Carnac. The best authorities make him
the son of Amenophis, and date his reign from the Exodus,
1491, B. C.

His father, by the authority of an oracle, as the Egyptians
say, formed the design of making his son & conqueror. - For
this purpose all the male children born on the same day with
Sesostris, were brought to court and educated withhim. ~ Their
common exercise was hunting, and they were never suffered
to eat till they had run a race either on foot or on horseback.
The energies of their bodies wors thus developed, and the am-
bition to excel in courage and skill, was constantly cherished.

The enmity still prevalent against the Hyscos, he turned to
his own account, and in the life time of his father, pursued the
remnants of the hated race into Arabia, The success of this
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expedition stimulated him to still greater efforts ; Libya, so
celebrated for its burning deserts andfiery serpents, was over-
run and subdued by the young prince and his companions.
Upon the death of his father, he entered upon his great work,
the Conquest of the World! .

Before leaving home, he made it his care to gain the hearf‘:s
of his people by his justice and generosity, and to attach his
soldiers to his person by all the ties of affection and interest.

He divided the country into 36 districts, or nomi, and bestow-
ed them upon persons of merit and fidelity. His troops, com-
manded by 1700 officers, (most of whom had been educated
with him,) when drawn out in battle array, covered a space
of more than 200 acres. His chariots and horsemen issuing
from the gates of Thebes, filled all the plain, and leaving the
fertile vale of the Nile, they entered upon the mountainous
country of Ethiopia. He conquered even the Southern Ethio-
pians, and forced them to pay a tribute of ebony, gold, and
elephant’steeth. In the Nubian temples, representations of
his numerous victories, line the walls. One of them shows
the conqueror standing among huge logs of ebony and golden
ingots, while a vanquished queen and her children stretch out
their hands to him as if imploring mercy.

With the aid of a fleet which he fitted out, the islands and
cities upon the Red Sen were subdued ; on the height over-
looking the narrow stiait of Babelmandel, one of his columns
was erected. Following the track of ancient commerce, he
entered Asia and subdued the countrieseven beyond the Ganges.
Thence it is supposed he marched in a westerly direction ; for
history states ihat he left an Egyptian colony in Colchis,
where they were long after known by their swarthy complex-
ions, frizzly hair, and peculier customs. In every country
that he conquered, he set up pillars with this inseription :
“Sesostris, king of kings, and lord of lords, subdued this country
by the power of his arms.”” Herodotus found in Asia Minor
two statues of Sesostris, one near Ephesus, the othér on the
road between Smyrna and Sardis; they were five palms high,
armed with a javelin and bow, after the Egyptian manner. A
line drawn from one shoulder to the other, bore this inserip-
tion: #This region I obtained by these my shoulders.” Cer-
tain monuments show alsothat he entered Thrace, and bounded
his conquests by the Ganges and the Danube—but we must
not forget that conquest was, in those early ages, but little
else than a forced march through primitive forests, inhabited
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by scattered tribes, unacquainted with the stratagems of war,
and accustomed to_fly with their flocks and herds at the ap-
proach of an invading foe. The want of provisions for his
army, the difficulty of the passes, and intelligence of treason in
Egypt, induced him to return home afier he had borne the
sword of coniquest up and down the world for nine years. He
took no pains to preserve his acquisitions. True, he was laden
with the spoils of the vanquished, and followed by a countless
multitude of mourning captives, but he lefi the countrieshe had
depopulated, and the cities he had pillaged, to recover at leisure
from those desolations which had. covered his name with glory.

He rewarded his officers and soldiers with a munificence
truly royal, and employed the repose of peace in raising works
calculated both to enrich Egypt and immortalize his own name.
He raised a number of lofty mounds on which cities were built
where the people might retire with their flocks during the in-
undations of the Nile. He fortified the whole coast from
Pelusium to Heliopolis to prevent any future invasion of the
Hyscos. He erected a temple in every city of Egypt and
raised ﬁiga.ntic statuesrepresenting himself, hiswife, and his four
sons. Inallthese stupendous works, captivesonly wereemploy-
ed, and he caused to be inscribed onthefemples: “Noone native
labored hereon.”” The kings and chiefs of conquered nations,
came at stated timesto do honor to their victor, andtopay the ac-
customed tribute. On certain occasions he is said to have un-
harnessed hishorses, and yoking kings together, made them
draw his chariot. At length this mighty monarch lost his
sight, and rather than endure the loneliness of old age in dark-
ness, he put an end to his own life.

Trace Sesostris’ whole course, and mention the modern names of the
countries throngh which he passed.

CHAPTER IX. 1400, Saram.

In this century and a great part of the next, occurs one of
those chasms so frequent in Egyptian history.

CHAPTER X. 1300. Emwy.

Proteus.
Four years before the close of this century, Proteus-began
to reign in Egypt. From a custom of adorning his head with
representations of animals, vegetables, or even burning incense,
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arose the fable of Protean forms, so often quoted among the
Greeks. Homer calls him a sea-god, and says that, when
caught by Menelaus he turned into a lion, a serpent, a tree, &oei

CHAPTER XI. 1200. MaRcaARET.

Cheops. Cephrenius.

The Proteus spoken of in the former chapter, received Paris
and Helen when on their way from Sparta to Troy, and erect-
ed a temple toVenus, the stranger. His numerous forms may
signify the duplicity of his character.

Cneors.—Cheops, a most wicked and oppressive monarch,
built the pyramid which bears his name. Ten years were
spent in preparing for the work, and twenty more in erecting
it. Itstands a litlle south of Cairo, and lifts its head about 45
feet higher than St. Peter’s at Rome. On its side was an in-
scription which the priests told Herodotus was an account of
$1,700,000 expended merely in furnishing the workmen with
leeks and onions. .

CerurEmivs.—This monarch was also a monster of wicked-
ness. By his exactions and oppressions he incurred the hatred
of his subjects, and filled Egypt with mourning.

CHAPTER XII. 1100. Mary.
Mycerinus, Asychis.

Mycerinus, *the peaceful,” was as remarkable for his jus-
tice and rooderation, as his predecessors had been for their ex-
tortion and excess. Hebuilt the third pyramid. It wassmall-
er thanthe others, but equally expensive, being faced half way
up with Ethiopian marble. The goodness of this monarch
did not exempt him from calamity. The death of his only
daling daughter, clouded his life with sorrow. He ordered ex-
traordinary honors to be paid to her memory ; exquisite odors
were burned at her tomb by day, and a lamp illuminated it by
night. Having reigned for no great length of time, he was
informed by an oracle that he was destinedto die in six years.
On complaining because he, a pious prince, was not allowed a
long reign, while his father and grand-father, who had injured
men and déspised the gods, had each reigned half a century,
he was told that his short life was the direct-consequence of his
plety ; for the fates had decreed that Egypt should be afflicted
for the space of 150 years, and as he had not proved a minis-
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ter of vengeance, he must give place to one less inclined to
mildness and lenity.

Asvcms.—Thisking, duringa scarcity of money, enacted a
law permitting any man to borrow money, by giving in pledge
the body of his father; but in case he afterwards refused to
pay the debt, he should neither be buried in the same place
with his father, nor in any other, nor have the liberty of bury-
ing the dead bodies of any of his friends, who for want of the
sacred rites would not be permitted to enterthe peaceful realm
of Osiris.

One of his immediate successors was the king who gave his
daughter in marriage to Solomon.

Read embalming in Preliminary Chapter. .

Read 1 Kings, ix. 16, 24 ; and 2 Chron. viii. 11.

CHAPTER XIIL 1000. “Hewry.
Shighak. Zerah.

Shishak wasthe Pharach thatreigned in Egypt when Jero-
boam fled thither to avoid the wrath of Solomon.

In the reign of Rehoboam the same Shishak inyaded Pales-
tine, seized upon all the strongest cities of Judah, penetrated as
far as Jerusalem, plundered ¢ the treasures of the house of the
Lord, andtheking’s house,” and carried away “the shields of
of gold which Solomon had made.””

Read 1 Kingahyi. 40 ; end xiv. 15, 16.

Zeran,—Zersh, king of Ethiopia and Egypt, made war upon
Asa, king of Judah, with an army far superior to the whole
number of Jews, women and children iticlusive ; but he was de-
feated and obliged to retire in haste to his own land.

Read 1 Chron. xiv. 9—14.

CHAPTER XIV. 900. Frances.
What transpired in Egypt during this century is unknown.

CHAPTER XV. 800. Awmv.
Anysis. Sabacbus, Sethon.

The next king of whom we read was Anysis, a blind man.
Sabachus, or So, king of Ethiopia, dethroned him, and reigned
in his stead.. “The %d.ngdom thus obtained by violence, was
nevertheless governed with justice. Instead of puiting crimi-
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nals to death, he employed them in repairing public works,
and in other menial offices, serviceable to the state. Hg is
thought to be the So mentioned in Scripture, s entering into
a league with Hoshea, king of Israel. - At the end of 50 years
he had & dream, which the priests interpreted as a warning
that he could no longer hold the kingdor # safety or happr-
ness, upon which he voluntarily retired to his own country.

Read 1 Kings xvil. 4.

Trace Sabachus from Ethiopia to Thebes.

Trace the messengers of Hoshea from Thebes to Samaria.

SeTron was both king and priest of Vulcan. He gave
hiroself up to religious contemplation, and not only neglected
the military class, butydeprived them of their lands. At this
they were so much incensed, that they refused to bear arms
under him, and in the midst of the commotion, Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, arfived before Pelusium with a large army.
Sethon atterpted to raise a body of troops to oppose him, but
none of his soldiers would follow him. In despair, he betook
himself to his god, and while yet in the temple, praying to
be delivered from his enemies, he fell into a deep sleep, during
which Vulcan exhorted him to take courage, and assured him
of victory. )

Thus sustained, he assembled about 200 shop-keepers, la-
borers, &sc., and advanced to Pelusium. The next morning
he found the Assyrians in great disorder, preparing to fly. A
prodigious number of rats had entered their camp during the
night, and gnawed to pieces the quivers, bow-strings, and
shield-straps.  Unable to fight, they endeavored to make good
their retreat, but Sethon, falling upon them, made terrible
slaughter in their ranks. In memory of this remarkable de-
liverance, Sethon erected a statue of himself holding a rat
in one hand, with these words issuing out of its mouth:

“ Whosoever beholdeth me, let bim be pious.”
This story is no doubt a corruption of that relnted in 2
Kings, xvii.
Read Sennacherib in Amy’s chapter of Assyria.
CHAPTER XVIL 700, -Lousa.
Twelve Princes. Peammetichus. Necho,
The invasion of the Ethiopians and other troubles had re-

duced Egypt to a deplorable state of anarchy. At length 12
of the principel noblemen seized upon the government, and
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divided it into 1R absolute sovereignties, and because an oracle
had declared, that the whole kingdem should fall to the lot of
him who should offer his libation to Vulcan in a brazen bowl,
they bound themselves, by the most solemn oaths, to protect
each others rights. : )

For 15 years they reigned together in the utmost harmony,
and, to leave & monument of their concord to posierity, united
in building a famous labyrinth near lake Moeris, ~

This remtrkable structure consisted of 12 separate palaces,
stretched along in & succession of splendid apartments, spacious
halls, and lofty terraces; adorned with statues, hieroglyphics,
and every other appendage of Egyptian art. A vast number
of intricate passages ran around the basé of the building, and
round these & wall was thrown, leaving only one entrance to
the labyrinth ; while at the other end stoed a pyramid, contain-
ing a way leading to 12 subterraneous palaces, exactly corres-
ponding 1o those above. The whole structure contained 3000
rooms, 1500 above ground, and asmany below. All the roofs
and walls were of stone, adorned with sculptured figures, and
all the halls were surrounded with pillars of white marble.
Herodotus visited the upper rooms, but was not permitted to en-
ter the subterranean palaces, because the bodies of*the sac r
crocodiles lay there embalmed, .

It happened one day, that the twelve kings were sacrificing
in the temple of Vulean at Memphis, and thatthe high priest, who
distributed the golden cups for libations, had brought with him,
by some accident, only eleven. Psammetichys, who stood the
last in order, took off his brazen helmet, and poured his liba-
tion out from that. This incident, oceasioned great disquiet
among his colleagues, and they accordingly banished him to
theseacoast. After passing some years in the sqlitude of exile,
Psammetichus secured the aid of a company of Greeks, whom
adverse winds had driven on the coast. = By their assistance he
overcame the eleven, and became sole master of Egypt.

B.C. 625 Psemmetichue. :

In gratitude to his Grecisn friends, he gave them lands
and revenues, and placed children under their care, to learn
the Greek tongue. These, in process of time, formed a dis-
tinct caste, called in the days of Herodotus, Interpreters. The
limits of Assyrian conquest, had never been clearly defined,
and a quarrel now arose about the boundary of that empire, on
the south westernborder. ‘'The Assyrians had taken Syria, and

4
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the territory of Israel, and were waiting till a favorable oppor-
tunity should oceur, for seizing Palestine, and invading Egypt.
Some years before, Tartanhad taken Ashdod, or Azotus, and
Psaanmetichus set himself to recover this important post ; but
owing to the natural strength of the fortifications, and the vigor-
ous defence of the garrison, the seige lasted 29 years ; the long-
est of any recorded in history ; nor does it appesr that the
Egyptians afterwards derived any particular benefit from
the possession of the place.

Read 1 Ssmuel v. 1; Is. xx. 1; also, Acts viii. 40.

B.C. 616. Necho.

Pharaoh Necho, son of Psamimetichus, attempted to join the
Red Sea to the Mediterranean by a canal, through the isthmuy
of Suez. He persisted till 120,000 men had perished in the
work, and then abandoned it. In another enterprise, he was
more successful. Having taken some Phenician navigators
into his service, he instructed them to sail around Africa, and
solve the great mystery of the form and termination of that con-
tinent. In theirsmall row galleys, well equipped, they depart-
ed, and at the end of three years returned in safety. They
stated thef,passing down the Red Sea, they entered the Southern
Ocean, that attheapproach of autumn they landed on the coast,
and planted corn ; when this was ripe they cut it down, and a-
- gain departed. In possing the southern point of Africa, they
were surprised to observe the sun upon their right hand :% then
turning to the north, they continued their course ; the third
year, they doubled the columns of Hercules, and returned to
Egypt, through the Mediterranean.

abopolassar, the Chaldean, having usurped the Assyrian
throne, became so powerful as to rouse all the ancient enmity
of the Egyptians. Necho undertook an expedition against
him. Josiah, king of Judah, hearing that he intended to pass
through Palestine, assembled all his forces, and stationed him-
sclf in the vale of Megiddo, to oppose his progress. Necho
sent a herald to inform him, that he meant-the Jews no harm,
but was commissioned by God againstanother nation. Josiah
would not listen to this remonstrance ; he gave battle, was de-
feated, and received & wound of which he died. The wicto-
rious Necho continued his march to the Euphrates, defeated
the Assyrians, and tgok the city of Carchemish. On his way

* Herodotue doubted the trath of this story, from the fact i i
the sun in.the north, but to us thiais its greatoet cul::‘m.\::mz'nn.0f their secing
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home he stopped at Jerusalem, levied a tribute upon the Tews,
placed Jehoiakim upon the throne, and carried Jehoahaz cap-
tive into Egypt. Soon after the Babylonians dispossessed the
Egyptians of all they had gained, retook Carchemish, and Ne-
cho died.

Read 2 Kings xxifi. 29, 30, 33-—35.

Read 2 Chiron. xxxv. 20—24, and xxxvi. 34.

Trace the line of canal from the Red Ses to the Mediterranean.

Trace the Phenician mariners romnd Africa.

‘Trace Necho through Palestine to Assyria.

CHAPTER XVIL. 600. Jossrn.

Psammis. Apries. Amasis, Psammenitus.
Fgypt becomes a Persian Province,

In the reign of Psammis, son of Necho, the Eleans having
re-arranged the Olympic games, sent a splendid embassy into
Egypt, to give an account of the regulations they had estab-
lished ; for they were desirous of gaining the approbation of a
people then considered the wisest in the world. Whenthe dele-
gation arrived, Psamimis assembled the priests and sages to
listen to the communication of the distinguished strangers.
After mature deliberation, the grave council remarked, that the
persons appointed to award the prizes being Greeks, could
scarcely be impartial in their decisions ; upon which the depu-
ties returned home, satisfied, no doubt, with going abroad after
praise.

Trace the Eleans from Greeca to Memphis.

Apries.

Apries, the son of Psammis, is called in Scripture, Pharaoh
hophrah. In the first years of his reign, he invaded Cyprus,
took the city of Sidon, and made himself master of Phenicin,
Inflated with pride, he boasted that not even the gods could
dethrone him. Zedekiah, king of Judeh, unmoved by the “wo”
of Isaiah, made an alliance with Apries, and relying upon his
assistance, broke his oath of allegiance to the king of Babylon.
In the war that followed, Zedekiah found that the Egyptian
help was “a broken reed;”’ for though the Chaldeans departed
once from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s host, yet in the end,
the Egyptians abandoned their allies, and left them to meet the
wrath of Nebuchadnezzar alone.

Some years after, the chastising rod fell -heavily upon
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Apries. A large army which he had sent into Liybia having
been destroyed, as was supposed, by his connivance, a great
part of his subjects rebelled.  Apries sent one Amdsis, a par-
ticular friend, to bring back his subjectsto & sense of their duty ;
but the moment Amasis began to speak, the rebels fixed a hel-
et upon his head, and proclaimed him king. =~ Amasis accept-
od the honor, and became leader of the mutineers. -Apries,
greatly exasperated at the defection of his favorite, sent a no-
bleman with orders to bring Amasis, alive or dead, before him.
"The messenger, unable to seize an _individual protected by an
infuriated mob, returned without his esiptive ; and his master,
in @ rage, ordered his nose and ears to be cut off. This piece
of wanton cruelty, alienated the affections of his people, se
that the revolt became general, and he was obliged to abdicate
his throne in favor of Amasis. Thenew king confined Apries
in one of his palaces, and treated him with great respect ; but
the:people were implacable, and the tyrant, being delivered
“into the hands-of those who sought bis life,” was strangled.

Trace Apries to Cyprus, Sidon, and read Ez. xxviii, 21, 3

Trace the Egyptian army from Memphis to Jerusalem.

Read Ez. xxix. 3, and xvii. 12—17. :

. ReadIs. xxxi. 1—3, and Jer, xxxvii. 7,8, and xljv. 30; also Ez. xxix. 2,3,4,7.
Amasis.

_ While these troubles had been going on, Nebuchadnezzar

invaded Egypt, and subdued the country as far as Syene. He

made horrible devastation wherever he came, killed great num-

bers of the inhabitants, loaded his army with treasure, and hav-

ing made Amasis his deputy, returned to Babylon.

‘During the reign of Amasis, Egypt is said to have been per-
fectly happy, and to have contained 20,000 populous cities.
He espoused a Grecian female, and displayed his attachment
to'the Greeks, by permitting them to setile on his coasts, and by
contributing liberally to the rebuilding- the temple at Delphi.
Solon visited Egypt during hisreign. ~The prosperity of Ama-
sis was, at last, disturbed, by the preparations which gamhyses,
king of Persia, made to attack his kingdom. The Persian
monarch had demanded the daughter of Amasis in marriage ;
but Amasis attempted to deceive him, by sendinghim the daugh-
ter of Apries. The lady disclosed the imposition to Cambyses,
end he in great wrath, determined to march against Egypt.
Amasis, however, died in season to escape the perils that
threatened him, and the whole fury of the storm fell upon his
son, Psommenitus.
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Psammenitus was scarcely seated on the throne, whenCam.
byses arrived before Pelusium, with all his forces. Pelusium
was taken, a great battle fought near Memphis, Psammenitus
put to death, and Egypt became a Persian province, B. C.
525. Subsequently, this country fell under the power of the
Macedonians, Romans, Saraceus, Mamelukes, and lasily, of the
Turks ; thus verifying the words of prophesy, “Egypt shall be
the basest of kingdoms,” and, *“there shall be no more, a
prince of the land of Egypt.”

Read Ez. xxix. 10, 15, and xxx, 6, 13.

Read the invasion of Egypt, by Nebuchednezzar, in Joseph's chapter of
Assyria, with itz references.

[ 1] Psammetichus.

Necho.

[3 | Psammis.

[4] Apries. 1] Amasis.

[ 2 ] “Psammenitus.
Egyptbecomesa Persian province, v

4%



Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County -
Historic Monographs Collection

PERSIA.

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

To form a just idea of any natien, it is necessary to know
something of its manners, customs, laws, and religious cere-
monies ; but as these are never all formed at once, it is. hardly
possible to introduce them in chronological order. They will
therefore be given in the Preliminary Chapter, and subse-
quently such references will be mede as shall tend to their
farther illustration.

The monarchical form of government follows most natu-
rally upon that state of society, in which a strong-minded,
ambitious man, from being head of afamily, comes to be chief
of his relatives, and leader of a tribe. Accordingly we find
that all the early governments were monarchies. Among the
Persians the prince was styled, « The great king, the king of
kings.” The crown was hereditary, but subject to the will of
the father, rather than to the law of primogeniture. The young
heir was never committed entirely to the care of a nurse, but
ﬁersons of distinguished merit were chosen to take charge of his
health and manners. Atseven, he was put intothe handsof com-
petent masters, who taught hin to ride on horseback, to draw
the bow, throw the lance, and engage in other athletic exer- .
cises. At 14, four of the wisest and most virtuous men in
the state were appointed his preceptors. They taught him the
religion of Zoroaster, the principles of government, the ad-
ministration of justice, and the bearing of a king.

‘When he ascended the throne, seven counselors, chief lords
of the nation, were appointed to assist him by their abilities
and experience. Public registers were kept, in which all the
edicts of the king were recorded, together with all the privi-
leges granted to the people, or benefits conferred upon indi-
viduals, for serving the state,

‘Where was ancient Persia, ?

Read Esther 1. 14; and ii. 23 also vi. 1, For king, read Ezra vii. 12
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The Persians thought it reasonable to put the good, as well
as the evil, into the scales of justice, so that one single crime
should not destroy the reputation of a man, habitually just and
upright. No person was condemned without being brought
face to face with his accuser, and having time allowed him to
gain an impartial decision.- If the accused proved innocent,
the accuser suffered the punishment in hisstead. The empire
was divided into 127 provinces, the governors of which were
called satraps, who inflicted capital punishment in the same
manner as kings. Of these satraps, the king took cogni-
zance in person, and an officer of his household was appoint-
ed, to repeat to him every morning when he waked, “ Rise,
sit, and think of discharging the duties for which Oromasdis
has placed youupon the throne.”” The Medesand Persians were
originally a pastoral people,. but after the establishment of
their monarchy, they paid great attention to agriculture and
manufactures. Their fields produced every necessary, and
their gardens abounded in the choicest fruits and sweetest flow-
ers. edian vestments, woven of fine wool, and dyed in the
%;ﬂyeits colors, were held in the highest esteer, even by the

Teeks.

In order to receive certain intelligence of the affairs of the
provinces, a high road, on which distances were regularly
marked, connected the western coast with the seat of govern-
ment ; and along this road, couriers, trained to extraordinary
speed, traveled without intermission, in the king’s name.

The revenues of the Persian king, consisted partly of mo-
neys (chiefly gold raised by taxes) and partly of an annual
levy of corn, horses, camels, or whatever the province afford-
ed. Inthe days of Persian power, the satrap of Armenia
sent regularly every year 20,000 young colts to the king.
Certain cantons were set apart for furnishing the queen’s
wardrobe, and were named according to the article they sup-
plied, one being called the queen’s girdle ; another, the queen’s
veil, &e.

The Persians served in the army from the age of 20 to 50,
and it was esteemed & crime to desire exemption from military
duty. The king’s guard consisted of a body of 10,000 men,
called the Immortal Band, because when one died, his place
was immediately filled by another noble, so that the number
should be always complete.

Read Esther vii. 10;andi. 1, 6 ; and viii. 8, 10.
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Reti. 'The Persians adored the Sun, and bowed with their facesto
gion. the east, with reverential delight, when he appeared above
the horizon. A splendid chariot was dedicated to him ; and the
Steedof the Sun, extravagantly caparisoned, formed an impor-
tant part of every grand procession. As an emanation from
the god of day, or as an emblem of the deity, they paid partic.
ular honors to fire, always invoking it first.in their sacrifices.
The Sacred Fire was entrusted to the keeping of the Magi,
who were originally one of the seven Median tribes. The
priesthood descended from father to son, and no stranger could
be instructed in the mysteries of their religion, without the
king’s permission. They erected neither statues, temples, nor
altars to their gods, but offered their sacrifices in the open air,
on hill tops, or “in.high places.”” Zoroaster is generally
believed to have been the founder of the sect called the Magi,
in the time of Cyrus the Great. He first made his appearance
in Xis, a town of Media; and improving upon the ancient doc-
trines of the Magian tribe, brought their religious tenets into
& more consistent form.

He erected'a temple where he kept a fire, which he said
came directly from heaven. This was distributed through the
kingdom, and maintained by the priests with the greatest care.
They watched it, day and night, fed it with wood stripped of
thé bark, and never blowed it with their breath for fear of
poltuting it.  Zoroaster taught that there are two grand
principles ; the one, the cause of all good ; the other, the cause
of all evil ; the former, represented by light ; the latter, by dark-
ness. The good spirit he called Oromasdes, and the evil, Arie
manius.  When the Persians besought blessings for them-
selves, they presented their petitions to Oromasdes ; when they
invoked evil upon their enemies, they addressed Arimanius.
Some, held that both these gods were eternal ; others, that
only the benevelent being was eternal, and the malevolent
created ; but all agreed that there would be a continual strife
between the two, till the end of time, and then, a final restitu.
tion of all things being made, Oromasdes would reign in an
elysium with all the good, and Arimaniue be confined to a
world of darkness, with all the evil who had followed his
counsels on earth.
ows- Polygamy prevailedamongthePersians. Thekinghada
toms - seraglio, and the nobles followed bis example. But though
the women were guarded with the most jealous care, shut up
in separate apartments at home, and never suffered to go abroad
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without bei.ng closely veiled, yet the virtue of chastity was
very rare. To recount the imtriguesof the Persian court,
would disgrace the pages of history.

They considered the burning of the dead as a great indignity.
It was " their custom to wrap the body in wax, and lay it in a
sepulchre ; but Cyrus commanded his children to restore his
body to the earth from which it was formed.

CHAPTER I 2300. Ewmiry.

Elam, son of Shem, and brother of that Asshur who founded
Nineveh, is supposed to have besn the progenitor /of the Per-
sians, whence they were called Elamites.

Read Gen. 5. 22; Is. xxi. 2, and Aects ii, 9.

* * * * * ¥* * L d L3

CHAPTER IV. 2000. Henrmy.

Inthe time of Abraham, Chedorlacmer, &ing of Elam, assist-
ed by three confederate princes, made war upon the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah, subdued them, and made them tributary
12 years.

No further mention is made of Persia, till it comes into no-
tice as a province of Media, 1400 years after.

Read Gen. xiv, 1—15.

Trace Chedorlaomer from Susiana to the Dead.Sea.

* * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER XVL 800. Awmvy.
Dejoces, first king.

It is interesting to trace the progress of a people from a rude
and savage state, in which they subsist upon the spontaneous
fruits of the ground, through all the various stages of civiliza-
tion, till they gain a name, and a place, among the nations of
the earth.

In the history of Assyria, we have seen that Arbaces, satrap
of. Media, was one of the con;})irawrs who dismembered the
first Assyrian empire. The Medes then existed in separate
tribes, and if Arbaces incorporated them with the second 'As-
-syrian empire, no mention of it is made in history. Some time
after, Dejoces, a judge of great probity, became so distingnish-
ed in bis own district, that people came from a distance
to appeal to his judgment. Encouraged by his popularity, he
formed the design of being king, and pretending disgust with
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the fatigues of office, retired from business. Lawlessness and
iniquity thereupen increased, until an assembly of the Medes
being summoned, the friends of Dejoces represented that the
only means of curing these disorders, would be to elect a king.
‘This opinion was generally approved, and then they unani-
mously-agreed that there was not in all Media, a man so capable
of holding the reins of government, as Dejoces. He was ac-
cordingly elected their king, B.C. 710. When Dejoces as-
cended the throne, he determined to surround himself with all
those external marks of dignity, calculated to inspire awe and
command respect. He obliged his people to build him a
magnificent palace, and chose the noblest of his subjeets _for
his body guard. The city of Ecbatana, of which his palace
was the centre, and chief ornament, is thus described by He-
rodotus :

“The Medes, in obedience to their king’s command, built
those spacious and massy -fortifications now called Ecbatana,
circle within eircle,%ccording to ‘the following plan: FEach
inner circle overtops its outer neighbor, by the height of the
battlements alone. This was effected partly by the nature of
the ground, & conical hill, and partly by the building- itself.
The number of circles was seven. 'The circumference of the
outermost wall, is nearly the same as that of Athens. The
battlements of the first circle, are white; of the second, black ;
of the third, scarlet ; of the fourth, azure ; of the fifth, orange;
all colored with the most brilliant paints. But the battlements
of téxe sixth, are silvered over,. and the seventh shines with
gold.”

Where is Echalana ? What city now stands near the spot 7 Ispahan.

CHAPTER XVII. 700. Lousa.

Phraories. Cyaxares. Astyages. .

Dejoces spent most of his time in polishing, and refining his
subjects. He kept himself secluded from public view, and es-
tablished the most severe etiquette in the palace. No courtier
was allowed to laugh or spit in his presence, and all officers of
state approached him with the greatest ceremony. He reign-
ed 53 years.

B. C. 675. Phraortes.

Phraortes, son of Dejoces, then ascended the throne. He
was ambitious of extending his dominions, and sueceeded so
far as to bring the barbarous tribes of the Persians into sub-
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Jection, and having enlisted the vanquished soldiers into his
army, pushed his conquests into Upper Asia.

The Assyrians still considered the Medians as a tributary
people, and Nabuchodonoser, their king, being engaged in a
war, summoned Phraortes to assist him with troops. Phraor-
tes treated the demand with contempt ; and Nabuchodonoser,
greatly enraged, swore “by his throne and his reign,” that
he would sweep the Medes from the earth with the “ besom of
destruction.” A battle was fought between the Assyrians and
Medes, which proved fatal to Phraortes. He sought safety in
flight. Nebuchadnezzar pursued his course, penetrated into
Meggia, took the beautiful city of Ecbatana, gave it up to pil-
lage, and stripped it of all ils ornaments. He then hunted
Phraortes like 2 hart in the mountains, and having taken him
prisoner, caused him to be set up as u target for his bowmen,
in which cruel manner he expired.

Read Nabuchodonoser in Aseyrie.

B. C. 653. Cyazares.

This prince succeeded to the throne of Media, filled with &
determination to avenge his father’s death, and repay the in-
jury done to Ecbatana. Accordingly having made the requi-
site preparations, he invaded Assyria. He was victorious in
the first engagement, and was pressing on to attack Nineveh,
when he was called home to repel the Scythians ; a nomadic
horde, who, pouring down fromtheir native wilds, were now pass-
ing through Media. He hastenedto meet them, but met them to
his cost. The Scythians defeated him ; and preferring Media
to their own country, concluded to settle there. For 28 years,
these barbarians maintained their position, notwithstanding all
the efforts of Cyaxares to dislodge them. They still adhered
to their predatory habits ; but though they wandered to neigh-
boring countries for pasturage or %llnge, they always return-
ed to Media as their home. The Medes, at.length, worn out
with the enormities of their unwelcome guests, resorted to a
stratagem to free themselves.

A general feast was proclaimed throughout Media, to which
each master of a family invited as many Scythians ashe could
entertain. The evening passed in festivity, and the barbarians
were plied with wine till they sunk into the deep and helpless
sleep of intoxication. The e then cor d, and so
faithfully did the Medes carry out the intention of their king,
thst most of their tormentors never waked again. The few
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remaining Scythians fled to the king of Lydia, who received
win them kindly, and -espoused their quarrel. ‘This of
‘Lydia. cowrse gave rise o a war belween the Liydians and
Medes. After several years spent in mutual hostilities, the
affair terminated in a singnlar manner. Great preparations
had been made for a general battle, but just as the two armies
closed in the fight, an eclipse of the sun spread darkness over
the scene. The furious. combatants paused in the heat of
the onset, and gazed in mute terror at the heavens. A dark
pall seemed to be hung over the sun, to signify the displeasure
of the gods. Both Lydians and Medes, ignorant of the true
cause of the phenomenon, and trembling at the fear of spegdy
judgments, hastened to ratify a peace. An alliance was form-
ed between the contending parties, the daughter of the Lydian
king was aftianced to Astyages,son of Cyaxares, and the two
monarchs, to render the contract binding, opened a vein in
their arms and licked each others’ blood. &
‘Taking of Cyaxares, thus.relieved from his Scythian foes,
Ninevel.  yeturned to his favorite project of humbling Nine-
veh. Nabopolassar, general of the gabylonian army, disgusted
with the weak rule of Saracus, joined with him in besieging
this great city. In this siege were fulfilled the terrible denun-
clations uttered by Nahum against the “bloody city,” whose
oppressions had crushed the people of God for so many years.

Trace the Scythians to Media, to Lydia.

‘What causes an eclipse of the sun ?

Rend “ Saracus” in Louisa’s chapter of Assyrie.

Read the 2d chapter of Nahum.

War
Lya

Astyages,

Astyages, son of Cyaxares, was married to the sister of Cree-
sus, king of Liydia, according to the contract made during
the eclipse. ’

As an oracle had declared that his grandson should be great:
er than he, he married his only child, Mandane, to Cambyses,
a needy Persian prince, hoping thereby to defeat the will of
the gods. (HRE

CHAPTER XIX. 600. JoserH.
Cyaxares II. Cyrus takes Babylon, Cambyses.

"In the year 600, B. C., Astyages had a son born, whom he
named after his father, Cyaxares. Cyrus, son of his daughter,
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Mandane, was born one year after, and the history of these
two princes will be given together. “The Persians at this tims
consisted of twelve tribes, numbering about 20,000 men, and
inhobiting & small province, in what is now called Persia.
By the wisdom and valor of Cyrus, the name and dominion of
Persia afterwards extended from the Indus to the Tigris, east
and ﬂv:mt, and from the Caspian Sea to the Ocean, north and
souf
cyue  The system of education, delineated in the Prelimint'u'y
youb. Chapter, was rigidly adhered to in the youth of Cyrus.
The only food allowed him and his companions was bread,
crﬁses, and water. They were sent to scheol to learn virtue
and justice, just as boys go now to learn the sciences.
Speaking the truth was strenuously insisted upon, but the.
erime most severely punished in them, was ingratitude.
When Cyrus was twelve years old, his mother took him
into Media to see his grandfather, The Persians at this time
were far inferior to the Medes in refinement, and Cyrus beheld
with astonishment the shining battléments of Ecbatana, and
the magnificent palace of the king. The ancients, to set off
the beauty of the face, used to form the eye-browsinto pfrfect
arches by coloring them black. They tinged the lashes like-
wise with & drug of the same hue, which also possessed an
astringent quality, and by drawing up the lid, made the eye
appear larger and more brﬂliang gﬁh@n’ Cyrus saw Asty-
ages painted in this manner, with his purple coat, necklaces,
and . other ornaments, he went up and embraced him ; then,
looking at him attentively, he execlaimed, O, mother, how
handsome is my grandfather.” Astyages, pleased with the
simplicity of the child, spared no pains to interest and amuse
him, He was taught to ride, permitted to hunt in the park-
with the nobles, and magnificent enferfainments were prepared
for him ; but though Cyrus loved his exercises on -horseback
exceedingly, he locked with contempt upon the luxuries of the
table, observing, that *the Persians, instead of going suqh a8
round-about way to satisfy their hunger, found that a little
bread and cresses would answer the same purpose.” Per-
ceiving that Astyages treated his cup-bearer with great favor,
begged the honor of being permitted to serve the wine.
This being granted, he presented the goblet with such dignity
and grace, that all present were charmed with his behavior.
ges inquired why he omitted the important eeremony of
tasting, (for it was the duty of the cup-bearer to pour somie of
5
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the liquor into his hand, and tast it before presenting it to the
king,) “because,” said Cyrus, I thought there was poison in
the wine, for not long ago, at an entertainment you gave to
the lords of your court, -after the guests had drunk a little of
it, I perceived that their heads were sll turned ; they talked
they knew not what; then fell to singing very ridiculously, and
-you yourself seemed to have forgotten that you were a king,
and that they were your subjects.”” History is silent, with
respect to the effect of this temperance lecture. 'When Man-
dane was preparing to return home, Astyages requested that
his grandson might stay with himn ; and Cyrus, expressing a
desire to perfect himself in the art of riding, he was permijged
to'remain there several years. '
Trace Cyrus from Persia to Ecbatana.

oyrue frst 983, When Cyrus wasabout sixicen yoars old,
expedition. Evil-Merodach, prince of Assyria, was married ; and,
to celebrate his' nuptials, made a great hunting match on the
borders of Media. All the nobles of his court attended him,
together with a.body. of light-armed foot, to rouse the beasts
fromy their thickets; but when he arrived in sight of the
Median garrisons, he thought it would be a greater exploit to
plunder them, than to carry home the antlers of stags, or the
skins of bears and lions. = Notice being given to Astyages that
the enemy were in the country, he speedily gathered together
what forces he could, and miarched to meef them. On this
occasion, Cyrus, completely clad in a new suit of armour
which his grandfather had caused to be made for him, mounted
his hoise, and followed the troops. Astyages wondered by
whose command he came, but permitted him to remain ; and
Cyrus, perceiving a body of plunderers making off with their
booty, spurred upon them with his uncle, Cyaxares, and put
theém fo flight. After the enemy were completely routed, he
would not retire with the rest, but galloped round the deserted
field, viewing the slain, till he was almost dragged away by
those sent for him. His praise was then in every mouth, and
to him was ascribed all the glory of the action,
‘Who was the father of Evil-Merodach? See Assyria.

cymsreuns . B. C. 682, Cambyses, hearing of his son’s ex-

bowe. _ ploit, sent for him home, that he might complete
his edueation sccording to the institutions of Persia. Asty-
ages, having presented him with horses, and whatever else he
delighted in, sent him away. Great multitudes attended him
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part of the way on horseback, boys, youth, and men. They
shed many tears at parting, and Cyrus presented to his com-
panions all those little gifts which he had received from Asty-
ages, and at last taking off his Median robe, he gave it to
Araspes, a youth whom he loved most tenderly. ~ Astyages
never saw him again, for Cyrus remained in Persia. till his
grandfather died, and his uncle, Cyaxares, began to reign.
B. C. 560. Cyaxsres IL

Nereglissar, king of Assyria, having overthrown many of
the neighboring nations, considered the Medes as. the only
obstacle to his universal dominion. Being of a warlike dis-
position, he summoned all his subjects to_take up arms, and
sending messengers to Crcésus, king of Lydia, and other sove-
reigns, representing the rising power of the Medes in the most
odious light, he entreated them to unite with him in overthrow-
ing them. Cyaxares, on his part, sent ambassadors to all his
friends for speedy help, and entreated his brother-in-law, Cam-
byses, to despatch Cyrus to his assistance, with all the forces
he could muster. .

Trace the messengers of Nereglisear to Lydia.

(,Eghgepond Cambyses, having chosen 10,000 archers, 10,000
ol targeteers, and 10,000 slingers, submitted them to
the discipline of his son, for a time ; and when all was ready,
set off with him for the borders of Media. By the way, he
discoursed with him upon the business of an officer ; the care
of supplies, the manner of encampment, and the necessity of
inspiring his soldiers with confidence in his abilities. *But
what shall a man-do,” said Cyrus, “to appear more skilful and
expert than others ¥ < He must really be so,” replied Cam-
byses; *and in order to be so, he must apply himself closely,
and study diligently what the most able and experienced have
said, and above all, he must have recourse to the protection
of the gods, from whom alone we derive all our wisdom and
all our success.”

Discoursing in this manner, they srrived upon the confines
of the two kingdoms, where they made their supplications, to
the gods, and having embraced each other, the father return-
ed to Persia, and Cyrus marched on inte Media to Cyaxares.

While the two princes were conferring together upon the
discipline of their forces, and the probable number of allies
they could bring into the field, ambassadors arrived from ‘the
king of India, to inquire into the cause of the quarrel between
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the Medes and Assyrians. They said they were commanded to
proceed thence.to the courl of Babylon, and meke the same
demand of Nereglissar, and that their master had determined
to espouse the cause of the injured. Cyaxores then said, “you
hear me declare that we have done no injury to the Assyrians,
and if he decleres that we have, we choose the king of India
himself to be our judge.” With this answer, the axnbassadors
departed. Both parties were employed three years in formii;s
alliances, and making preparations for war. When Cyrus h:
all things in readiness, he proposed to lead hisarmy into As-
syria, telling his uncle that he thought it better for the troops
to eat up the enemy’s country, than their own, andthat so bold
2 step would inspire them with valor.. This course was deter-
mined upon, and the troops being drawn up in order of march,
Cyrus invoked the wisdom, and favor of the gods, beseechin,
them to smile upon the expedition in which they were engaged.
‘When they reached the confines of Assyria, Cyrus again drew
up his army, and paid homage to the gods of the country upon
which, they had entered, end then dividing his forces inlo dif-
ferent detachments, he sent them out different ways to plunder
the villages of the enemy.

‘Trace Cyrus from Persia to Media and Assyria.

cyrwwfist  'The next day they came in sight of the enemy,

batle.  epcamped in the open country, and entreriched with
adeepditch. Cyrus, beholding the multitudes which filled the
plain, was glad to avail himself of several hills to conceal the
small number of his troops. The next morning the Assyrians
moved out of their entrenchments, and before the Persians had
time to come up, greeted them with & hail storm of arrows,
stones, and javelins; but when the hbattle was joined, the su.
periority of Cyrus’ men became evident. They broke the As-
syrian and Lydiah battalions, and the Median cavalry coming
up at the same moment, the enemy thought only of making
good their retreat. The panic became general, Creesus retired,
tixe' other allies followed his example, and Nereglissar was
slain. :

Read the life of Nereglisssr in Joseph’s chapter of Assyria.

Cymapurmes  Cyrus, perceiving that without the destruction of
telultives.  the” allies, the victory would not be complete,
thought best to pursue them that night; but to this Cyaxares
was exceedingly averse, being desirous to enjoy the wictory, and
afraid of incurring any further fatigne. However, after much



Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County -
Historic Monographs Collection

THE PERSIANS RE-ENFORCED. 45

solicitation, he gave Cyrus permission to take as many of the
Median cavalry as would be willing to follow him. A suffi-
cient number were found not only willing, but eager to engage
in the pursuit, and after hasty refreshments, they set off ‘at full
speed. ‘Towards morning they overtook the enemy, put them
to a final rout, slew the guardians of the camp,and seized upon
the treasures of the confederate kings. Here Cyrus took a
great number of horses, which enabled him to accomplish one
of his favorite desires, the formation of a body of Persian
cavalry. TheHyrcanians also came over to the conquering
side, and thus the Persian army, instéad of losing by the battle,
was greatly re-enforeed. At sunrise, Cyrus called in the
Mag], and desired them to choose out of the booty, every thing
that was most proper to be offered to the gods. 'The remainder
he delivered to the Medes and Hyreanians, to be distributed to
the whole army. When Cyaxares awoke next morning from
the fumes of his wine, he was greatly displeased to find most
of his army gone with his nephew. He despatched an officer
to him, with orders to reproach him severely, and bring back
the Medes. Cyrus, however, wrote him a respectful letter, and
the affair passed over.
TwoAssyrian W hile Cyrus was makingthe necessary arrange-
noblemen o ments to profit by all these successes, a noble As-
- syrian, somewhat advanted in years, arrived on
horseback, attended by a train of servants. He told Cyrus that
he commanded a strong fortress, and had furnished the king
with 1000 horse, and that Nereglissar had sought to ally him
to the royal family, by marrying his daughter and son to the
young prince and princess. ‘But alas,” said he, “ my son
being sent for by the king, ‘went out to hunt with the young
prince ; and having pierced a lion with his spear, which La-
borosoarchod had just missed, the impious wretch struck a jave-
lin into his breast, and took away the life of my dear, my only
son! Then I, miserable’ man, brought him away a #Bpse,
instead of a bridegroom. My king joined with me in my af-
fliction, but the prince has never testified any remorse, nor
can [ ever serve under him, or give my daughter to the mur-
derer of her brother.” )
‘When Gobryas had finished his melancholy story, Cyrus gave
him his hand, and promised, with the help of the gods, to
avenge his cause. The other nobleman, Gadates, had been ill
treated, merely because one of thé king’s wives had called
hith handsome; andburning with revenge, he joined with Go-
5%
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bryasin ascheme to bring over the Caduciansto Cyrus. They,
were entirely successful, apd the Persian army was thus re-
enforced by a strong fortress near Babylon, and a body of
30,000 men. ; -

susian Among the prisoners which they had taken, was Pan-
princese. thea wife of Abradates, prince of Susiana. Asshe
was exceedingly beautiful, she- was placed in a costly tent,
found also'among the spoils, till Cyrus’ pleasure should ‘be
known concerningher.  Cyruscommitted her to Araspes, (the
person to whom he gave the Median robe when a boy) but
Araspes, not so much engaged in war as his master, foll violent-
ly inlove with the handsome captive ; on this, Cyrus sent him
away to the enemy, as if he had banished him ; but with secret
instructions to act as a spy. Panthea, thinking that she had
been the cause of trouble to her noble protector, sent Cyrus
word not to be distressed at the loss of Araspes, for she could
supply his place with one equally brave ; and not long after,
being sent to her hushand, she persuaded him to come over to
the side of the Persians, with all his forces.

Cyrug meeting W hen Cyazares heard thatCyruswas returning
withhisuncle. vo enforced by the Hyrcanians, Caducians; and
Susians, he was filled with envy ; snd when' Cyrus, alighting
from his horse, came up to, embrace him, he turned away his
face, and burst into tears,;: The tender and respeciful conduct
of his nephew, however, &oon softened him; and many pre-
sents, with a splendid supper, removed all unkindness.

The next day, a general assembly was summoned to take
inte consideration the propriety of carrying on the war, and
the majority of the allieS being in favor of pressing Laboroso-
archod to the last extremity, it was decided to make all prepar-
gtions for another campaign. From deserters and prisoners,
they learned that the king of Assyria had gone to Lyxﬂa, taking
with him talents of gold, and silver, and presents of the most
costlgiskind. The spies, too; breught in intelligence of the
most alarming nature. )

Like the. messengers of evil tidings to Job, one courier seem-
ed to tread on the heels of another, with accounts of the for-
midable alliances, making by the Babylonians. 'The Indian
envoys, who had been to inquire the - cause of the war, came
back with an exact account of those mighty preparations which
agitated all Asia. They said the combined forces were assem-
bling in Liydia; that the Thracians had engaged themselves ;
that 120,000 men were marching from Egypt ; and another
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army was expected from Cyprus; that the Cilicians, the
Phrygians, the Paphlagonians, Cappadocians, Arabians, and
Phenicians, had already reached the rendezvous ; that Creesus
had sent over to form a treaty with the Lacedamonians, and it
was thought a greater army would be assembled at Thymbria,
than was ever before brought into the field,, 7"

Laook on the map of Alexander’s travels for the countriés in allisnce with

Cyrusmarches  Cyrus, on his part, spared no pains to perfect

toLydia.  the discipline of his troops, and to strengthen him-
self by powerful alliances. He knew all the officers of his
army by name, and was continually among the séldiers, en-
deavoring to inspire them with the zeal and ardor he himself
felt. The king of India, satisfied that the Assyrians were the
agressors, sent him a sum of money, and promised to stand his
friend ; but beside the allies who had before joined him, he had
no powerful princes to assist him. Notwithstanding the com-
parative inferiority of his forces, he determined again to carry
the war into the enemies’ country ; and, having left a part of
the Medes with his uncle, set forward with his army on his
third expedition. )

When a short distance from Thymbria, they took some
prisoners, who informed them that the Assyrians and their con-
federates, hearing of their approach, had been three days pre-
paring forbatile ; and that Creesus, assistedby a Greek, and acer -
tain Made, were busy in drawing up thesoldiers with great exact-
pess. At the mention of the Mede, Cyrus was greatly rejoiced ;
and notlong after, Araspes (forit was he, ) cametohim, bringing
an exact account of the disposition of the enetny. '

As this is the first pitched battle of which we have a particu-
lar description, & delineation of it will be given at some length.
Marchallingof  CyTus’ army consisted of 196,000 men ; Cree-

the forces.  sus’, of 420,000. In addition to the regular in-
fantry and cavalry, Cyrus had three hundred chariots, each
drawn by four horses, abreast, The pole of each chariof was
armed with two long pikes, to pierce whatever opposed its ad-
vance, and several rows of sharp knives were placed at the
back, to prevent the enemy from mounting behind. At each
axle-tree, horizontal scythes, three feet long, were fastened in
such o manner as to mow down the ranks of the enemy ; and
still farther to increase their power, short scythes were fixed,
point downward, under the chariot, to cut in pieces whatever
the impetuous onset should overturz. .He had likewise a great
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number of towers mounted on wheels, drawn by sixteen oxen.
Each tower held twenty men, whose business it was to dis-
charge stones and javelins upon the enemy. Abody of’ .came]s,
each trained to fight, with two Arabian archers on his back,
were stationed opposite the Lydian cavalry, because a horse
will fly from the presence of a camel. Craesus’ troops were
ranged in order OF battle, thirty deep. The infantry filled the
centre, and the cavalry with which he meant to surround the
Persians, was stationed upon the wings.  His army thus drawn
out in line, extended nearly five miles, Cyrus, in order to
make as broad a front as possible, placed his infantry only
twelve deep, and his cavalry in the same manner upon the
wings, and then his army fell short of that of Crasus’, half a
mile at each end. First, in the line of infaniry, came the
spearmen ; next, the archers; and still = third body, to sus-
tain or threaten those who gave way—to kill traitors, and
keep cowards in their places; and behind them, came the mov-
ing towers, so high that the soldiers in them discharged their
slings and javelins above,_the heads of the advance Persians ;
and to prevent all possibility of retreat, a row of baggage was
placed behind them, and the lines filled up with infantry and
camels, so that the enemy would be obliged to take a long cir-
cuit to surround them, and then would be impeded by wagons,
boxes, teni-poles, and all the paraphernalia of a camp. The
scythe-armed chariots were separated into three divisions ; the
one commanded by Abradates, placed in front of the battls,
and the other two upon the flanks: ' =

ARCHERS. - Snlidba:talinn ' ARcHERS, ten |
o

leep.
et . i
CAVALRY. |Suinozns | Beprrums: | Susesssten|cuyarmy.)

Thirty
hway. | SPEARMEN,
SPEZARMEN. ten deep.
Camers, | SpearMen. 100 SreaRMEN. [ Cavalmy.
CHARIOTS, [
; CAVALRY. SREARMEN, Camers.
H . Brivoxrs. |. 8 desp. SriNaGERs. .
100 ROHERS, 100
' 8 deep.
Crariors. | Arcuzrs. © 3dBoov.. | Anomers. ' Cmariors.

Came PURNITURE. Towsrs. Caxp ForRNIroRE.

From this imperfect sketch, an idea may be formed of the
position of the troops as they were drawn out the day before
the engagement. ) -

Battle of Early in the morning, Cyrus made asacrifice ; and
Thymbria. the soldiers having taken some refreshmerit, and pour-
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ed out libations to the gods, arrayed themselves in their armor
of burnished brass, and took their-places in the ranks. Pan-
thea had made & robe for Abradates, and she put iton him with
her own hands.. She bound on his golden helmet and arm-
pietes, the tears all the while streaming down her checks,
though she besought him to prove to Cyrus that he was worthy
of the confidence reposed in him. Abradates, lifting his eyes
to ‘heaven, prayed that he might appear a husband worthy of
Panthea, and a friend worthy of Cyrus; then mounting his
chariot, he bade her farewell, and never saw her more! The
Persian standard was a golden eagle perched upon a pike, with
its wingsstretched out, and Cyrus warned his soldeirs to take
care of that, and move forward without breaking their ranks.

‘When Creesus discovered how much superior his own forces
were to those of Cyrus, he ordered his front to remain firm,
while the wings advanced to enclose the Persians, and join the
battle on three sides at once. But at this, Cyrus’ wings faced
round, and stood thus : :

CREESUS.

CTRUS. ”

waiting in breathless silence for the event. At once loud and
clear rose the voice of their leader, chanting the battle hymn.
A responsive shout burst from the soldiers, and with invocations
to the god of war, they rushed on to the charge. The wings
were first engaged ; the cavalry of the enemy began to give
way before the camels, and the chariots, falling furionsly into
the melee, the rout became general. Abradates, \tho had
been waiting for this signal, now commenced the attack in front ;
but here the Egyptians maintained their ground, not only, but
overturned the chariots, slew Abradates, and drove the Persian
infantry as far back as the fourth line ; but there such a tre-
mendous storm of arrows and javelins fell upon their heads
from the rolling towers, as caused them to waver in their ranks,
and at the same instant, Cyrus, coming up at the head of his vie-
torious cavalry, attacked them on the rear. Advupce or re-
troat was now impossible ; but the Egyptians, turning upon
their new assailants, defended themselves with incredible bra-
very. Cyrus himself was in great danger. His horse having
been stabbed by a fallen foe, sank under him, and he was pre.
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cipitated into the midst of his enemies. Officers and men,
equally alarmed at the danger of their leader, rushed headlong
into the thick forest of pikes to his rescue. He was quickly
remounted, and his men rallying round him, the battle became
more bloody than ever. Concerned at the destruction of so
many brave men, Cyrus finally offered them honorable terms
of capitulation, and the Egyptians having surrendered, all hope
of retrieving the day was gone. The battle lasted till even-
ing. Creesus retreated as fast as possible to Sardis, and the
other kings followed his example, each taking up the line of
march for his own country. As soon as the confusion had in
some measure subsided, Cyrus inquired of the officers assem-
bled about him, for Abradates, and one of the servants related
his-overthrow by the Egyptians. No sooner had Cyrus heard
of his death, than he leaped to his saddle, and set off' in search
of him.

On the bank of the river Pactolus, satthe wretched Panthea,
with the head of her husband on her knees; she was bathing
his pale face with her tears, while with an air of distraction,
she watched her servents, digging his grave upon a little hill
close by 3 Cyrus came up, with his attendants, bringing sweet
odors, ornaments, and every thing proper for the burial ; but
Panthea seemed incapable of receiving consolation. She sent
them all away till she should require their assistance, and then
having exacted a promise from her nurse to wrap her body in
the same robe with her husband, she thrust & sword into ber
bosom, and laying her head upon his breast, expired. They
were wrapped in one mantle, and laid in one grave—the brave
Abradates and his loving wife ; and Cyrus caused a mound to
be raised over them, which continued till the days of Xenophon.

‘Where is the river Pactolus ?

Takingof Sardis ~ 'The next day he advanced upon Sardis, and

andOresus.  yade grest preparation for taking it by storm;
but a Persian slave betrayed to him a private entrance into the
citadel, so that he secured possession of it without bloodshed.
He took Craesus prisoner, and, according to the custom of the
times, prepared o burn him. When the pile was lighted, the
fallen monarch exclaimed three times, O, Solon! Solon !
Solon!”  Struck with the accent, Cyrus ordered him to be
unbound and brought before him. Upon inquiring the cause
ot" this peculiar exclamation he learned that Solon, an Athe.
nian philosopher, had seen all the monarch’s treasures, and yet



Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County -

Historic Monographs Collection
CYRUS THE CONQUEROR. 51

had refused to call hinrhappy, because he did not know what
sad reverses might yet befall him. Thus forcibly reminded of
the fickleness of fortune, Cyrus pardoned the king for the
sake of the instruction conveyed by the philosopher, and ever
after Creesus was his friend.

For an account of Solon, see Joseph's chapter in Greece.

Cresumgoes  As this war belonged in reality to the Assyrians,
to Babylon. Cyrus thought it not terminated, so long as Babylon
held its supremacy among the nations. So, calling all his
troops together, and ranging them  in the order of march, he
set off for that great city which, since he fall of Nineveh, had
been without a rival in Asia. ’ .
The first measure of Cyrus was to surround Babylon with
his troops ; but so great was the extent of the walls that his
forces seemed weak and contemptible, when stretched over so
large a space. He therefore called a council of war, and
learning from Gobryas and Gadates,” the position of the pal-
ace, and the depth of the river, he entered upon a work every
way worthy of his great genius and indomitable perseverance.
He drew a line of circumvallation quité round the city with a
large deep trench, as though he intended to invest the place and
reduce it by famine ; but as the besieged had provisions for
twenty years, they ridiculed the idea of his taking up his abode
there till they were starved into surrender. For two years his
troops labored upon the vast excavation, and when it was found
capacious enough to drain the Euphrates, together with the
artificial lake dug by Nebuchadnezzar, he gave orders on the
night of a grand festival, to break down'the dykes, and let the
water flow away . from its accusiomed chdnnel. The bed of
the river made the path for his troops, and once in the city,
Gobryas and Gadates conducted them directly to the palace.
In the confusion and clamor of killing the guards, Belshazzar
seized his sword, and ran to the gates where he was immedi-
ately slain, and the two noblemen, amply avenged, took pos-
session of the palace. Cyrus then sent abody of horse up and
down the streets, proclaiming safety to those who remained in
their houses, and thus, ere the sun again rose on Babylon, *the
kingdom of Belshazzar was given to the Medes and Persians.”
Read Belshazzar in Joseph’s chiapter of Assyria. | .
Resad Jer. Ii. 11; Is. xiii. 15, 22, 17 ; Te. xiv. 1—4 ; Is. xxi. 2; sud Den. v.

Cyrus wriumphal  The next morning, those who were shut up in
procestlon.  thgir houses, perceiving that their king was dead,
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gave up their arms and submitted quietly to the Persian.
When Cyrus found himself well established in the kingdom, he
prepared to triumph in a manner proportioned to his success.
Having ca]led his chief officers together, he gave them each a
Median robe, that is, a long garment reaching to the feet, of
the brightest colors, and richly embroidered- with gold and
silver. To the inferior officers he also presented robes of
purple or scatlet. The next morning the ermy assembled
before sunrise, clad in the garments which had been prepared
for them.” Four thousand guards, drawn up four deep, ranged
themselves in front of the palace, and 2000 placed themselves
in the same manner on each side. The armed cavalry and
gilded chariots were slso marshalled, half on one side and
half on the other. When all was ready, the gates of the pal-
ace were thrown open, and a gréat number of bulls of peculiar
beauty, wete led out by four and four, to be sacrificed to Jove;
next followed splendid horses to be sacrificed to the sun ; then
@ cavalcade of chariots and horses, followed by men bearin,

the Sacred Fire in a large hearth ; and then Cyrus appeare:

in his lofty car, with his purple robe flowing gracefully from his.
shoulders, and a vest of mingled purple and white elosely
fitted to his noble person. The royal tiara was placed upright
upon his head, encircled with the diadem of a conqueror.

At sight of him, the people prostrated themselves in adora-
tion ; and then the guards, moving forward, made way for the
coming of the officers of the king’s household, the Immortal
Band, the Median cavalry, and the cavalry of the allies. The
chariots of war marched in the rear, and closed the proces-
sion.

Simultaneously, and with beautiful precision, they moved
to the fields consecrated to the , where the victims were
sacrificed in a solemn holocaust to Jupiter and the sun ; after
which, offerings were made to- the earth and to the demj-gods
of Assyria. The ceremonies of the day concluded with games
and races, and a grand entertainment crowned the evening
with mirth. Cyrus then made every ome a present, and
dismissed the assembly, filled with joy and gratitude.

See Preliminary Chapter for Median vestments and Immortal Band.

Cyrummarries  When Cyrus had regulated affairs to his mind,
the Gaughier he took a Journey into Media. Cyaxareswas.glad

YRR 10 see him, and Cyrus acqueinting him with all
his arrangements, his uncle was exceedingly rejoiced, and sent
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his danghter to the conqueror of Asin with a-crown of gold,
bracelets, a collar, and Medion robe. The maid, as she was
ordel;ed, put the crown upon his head. Cyaxares then said,
“I give you the maid too, as your wifs, and all Media as her
dowry.” Cyrus replied, “I applaud the race, the maid, and
the presents, and, with the consent of my father and mother,
will marry her’” So he continued his journey to Persia,
taking with him such magnificent presents as the subjects of
his father had never seen, and enough ‘to make them all
rejoice in his return. Cambyses greeted him with all the
tenderness which & father might feel for so good and dutiful
a son, and having constituted him his heir, suffered him to
depart again for Media to marry his cousin. The nuptials
were performed with all due magnificence, and accompanied
by his wife and father-in-law, he again returned to Babylon.
There Cyaxares reigned two years under the name of Darins
the Mede. X

‘Trace Cyrus from Babylon to Media, Persia, and back.

Read D aniel v. 31. , i ek

P R N .

orpan- Daniel had now beeri prime minister to the kings of

il Babylon sixty-seven years, and such was his reputa-
tion for wisdom and integrity, that Darius made him chief of
the three superintendents of the kingdom. Darius is supposed
to have yieldad to the crafi of his courtiers in the affair of the
lion’s den, while Cyrus was absent swbdning the countries
near the Red Sea. :

Read Dan. vi. 1—23, and xi. 1.

B. C. 536. Cyraus, king of Persia.

By the death of his father and uncle, Cyrus now became
sovereign of the Second Uniyersal Monarchy. Every pro-
vince from the Indus to the Egean a.cknowledied his author-
ity, and the little territory of which his father had been chief,
was greafly enlarged. It was twenty-three years since he
left Persia at the head of -a small band of soldiers, to engage
in war with Nereglissar, the most powerful monarch of the
East ; his troops, as he'now reviewed them, consisted of 600,-
000 foot, 120,000 horse, and 2000 armed chariots ; and he
reigned seven years unquestioned lord of Asia. In the first
year of his reign expired the seventieth year of the Babylonish
captivity, and Cyrus, true to the prophesy, pub]islfed the
remarkable edict permitting the Jews to return to their own
land. ¢ The chosen people,” under the conduct of Zorobabel,

6
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soon after departed for Jerusalem. Daniel, at whose instiga-
tion this favorable turn in.their affairs was doubtless effected;
must have been at this time amore than eighty years old.
Josephus says that he was much distinguished for his skill in
architecture, and mentions a famous edifice built by him at
Susa. It was a common tradition that he died. in that city,
and was honored with a splendid monument which remained
even to the time of Christ.

To return to Cyrus. Historians differ as to the manner of
his decease. Herodotus sny she died a prisoner, but Xenophon
makes him close ‘a long life of enterprise and virtue, with a
calm and happy death. The minister of God’s vengeance
upon those nations whose ‘cup of iniquity was full,” he still
tempered victory with humanity; and made the dominion of the
« Arms of silver” more tolerable than that of the “Head of
gold.”” He fulfilled his peculiar destiny, and effected the pur-
pose for which he wasraised up, unconscious that God had chosen
him, and called him by name by the mouth of his prophet
Isaiah, a century before hisbirth ; but it is thought that his edict
for restoring Jerusalem, proceeded from & mind instructed in
the Divine 5racles ; and the Jews say, he acknowledged that
he received the empire of the world from the God of Israel.

Bound the empire of Cyrus by passing a line from the head waters of the
Indus, to the Caspian, Black, Archipelago, and Mediterranean Seas, and
mention the countries then and now embraced within those linmits.

Read 2 Chron. xxxvi, 22, 23; Ezra i. 1, 2; and vi.' 1—5.

Read Dan. ii. 38, 39 ; and vii. 5 ; also viii. 3, 4, 20.

B. C. 520. Cambyses—

Cambyses, son of Cyrus;-succeeded to the throne of Persia.
The wealth of his kingdom had not failed to affect his morals.
As one born to command, he could not bear a refusal of that
he desired, even from an equal ; so that when Amasis, king of
Egypt,sent him another lady for his seraglio, instead of his own
daughter, he was filled with rage and determined to invade that
country. His preparations being completed, in the 4th year
of his reign, he marched to the frontiers of Egypt, where he
learned that Amasis was just dead, and*that Psammenitus, his
son, was gathering all his forces to stop him at Pelusium.
This place was very strong, and the siege of it might have
detained him some time, had he not resorted to the gollowin
stratagert. In front of his army he placed a great number o
cats, dogs, sheep, and other animals held sacred by the Egyp-
tians, and then attacked the city by storm. The soldiers of
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the garrison, not daring to fling a dart or shoot an arrow, for
fear of wounding their gods, Cambyses took the place without
opposition.

Soon after, Peammenitus approached with & large army,
and offered battle. A desperate engagement followed, in which
the Persians were entirely victorious. Those of the Egyp-
tinns who escaped, fled to Memphis. The bodies of the slain
were collected, the Persians by themselves and the Egyptians
by themselves, and buried in mounds ene over against the
other. In the days of Herodotus, the bones of the Egyptians
and Persians were still mouldering in the places where they
were buried. The skulls of the former were so hard, that a
violent “blow from a stohe could scarcely break them ; while
those of the latter were so soft, that a man might pierce them
with a common walking stick. The reason of this may be
found in the different -habits of the two nations. The Egyp-
tians shaved their heads, and went always uncoverad, while the
Persians wore the turban, both at home and abroad. -

Cambyses pursued the fugitives to Memphis, and sent a
herald to summon them to surrender. Contrary to the laws
of war, the Egyptians fell upon him and his attendants, and
slew them. Cambyses, doubly enraged, attacked the place,
without loss of time. His eflorts were successful, and as
soon as he had made Himself master of the city, he selected
ten times the number of his slaughtered ambassadors from
the principal nobility, and caused them to be publicly exe-
cuted. Among these was the eldest son of Psammenitus.
As for Psammenitus himself, Cambyses seemed disposed to
treat him with lenity. He spared his life, and appointed him
an honorable maintenance; but subsequenily finding him
engaged in a conspiracy, he ordered him also to execution.

Egypt was thus added to the Persian dominions, B. C. 525.

From Memphis, Cambyses proceeded to Sais, where he
ordered the dead body of Amasis to be dragged from its tomb,
and burned, thinking that the .greatest indignity he could
offer it.

‘Trace Cambyses to Pelusium, to Memphi

Read Peammenitus in Joseph’s chopter of Egypt.

ToeEfiopian ~ B. C. 524, The next yeur, Cambyses determi-

eapedition.  ned to make war in three different countries, viz:
against the Carthaginians, the Ammonians, and the Ethio-
-pians, The first of these projects he was obliged to abandon,
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because his Phenician sailors would not assist against the
Tyrian colony, Carthege; and the other two, served but .to
show the madness of a man drunk with power. He sent
ambassadors into Ethiopia, carrying presents of purple cloths,
golden bracelets, and perfumes, with secret orders toact as
spies, and bring back an exact account of the state and
strength of the country. The Ethiopians. despised the pres-
ents, and with their natural shrewdness concluded the ambas-
sadors to be what they really were, enemies in disguise ; but
to return the courtesy of Cambyses, the Ethiopian king took a
bow in his hand, which a Persian could hardly lift, and draw-
ing it with the utmost ease, said to the messengers, *This is
the present, and this the counsel, wlich the king of Ethiopia
gives to the king of Persia. When the Persians shall be able
to bend a bow of this bigness and strength, with as much ease
as I have now done, then let him come to attack the Ethio-
pians, and bid him bring more forces than Cambyses is master
of. Till then, let him thank the gods for not having put it
into the hearts of the Ethiopians, to extend their dominions
beyond their own country.””  Upon the receipt of this answer,
Cambyses determined to set off immediately, and he made
such injudicious haste, that his army was not half -supplied
with provisions. He pushed on, however, without stopping,
till he reached Thebes. There he separated a chosen detach-
ment of 50,000 men, and sent them into Amronia, with
orders to ravage the country, and destroy the famous temple
of Jupiter Ammon. The devoted band, strangers te the perils
of ' their journey, set off to obey the mandate of their king-
For several days, nething occurred to hinder their progress,
save the- hunger and thirst of a desert ; but finally, a strong
wind came up from the south, and lifting the sands like waves
of the sea, moved them forward with irresistible power. The
terror-striclen Persians struggled manfully with their fate, but
the simoom of the desert was stronger than they, and, far
from hope or help, they sank down, and were buried béneath
the drifting sands.

In the mean time, Cambyses pursued his journey. The
barrenness of the country increased at every step. For the
luxuries of Egypt, the army substituted herbs, roots, and leaves;
but these fuiling, they began to devour their beasts of buiden,
and finally, they were reduced to the horrible alternative of
starving or eating one another. The lot was cast, and every
tenth man was doomed to become food for his companiops,
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pﬂm‘lysfss, in sight of all this misery, had feasted daily, accord-
ing to his custom ; till at last, so many of his forces died, and
discontent became so general, that, fearing a mutiny, he gave
orders to return. -

With the remains of his army he reached Thebes, where
he thought proper to-vent his mortification upon the terople of
the gods. The pillage amounted to 300 talents of gold, and
2,300 of silver ; a sum greater than 2,000,000 of our dollars.
He also took away the circle of gold from the tomb of
Osymandias.

‘Which way from Babylon were Carthage, Ammon, and Ethiopia ?

Trace Cambyses to Ethiopia, and the 50,000 towards Ammon.

Read Osymandiss in Mary's first chapter of Egypt.

Cambyses  From Thebes, Cambyses proceeded to Memphis.
tyranoy-  Ag he approached the eity, the sound of mirth and
festivity greeted his ears. Supposing that the people were re-
joicing at the ill success of his expedition, he fell into a violent
passion, and sending for the magistrates, demarided of them the
cause of these unwonted demonstrations of joy. They told
him that their god Apis, recently deceased, bad reappeared,
and all the people were welcoming his arrival. Considering
this as an evasion, he sent them io instant execution. He
then called for the priests, of whomhe made the same inquiry.
Receiving the same answer, he ordered the god himself before
him ; but when the deity appeared, and he found it was noth-
ing but a calf; he ranup to it and thrust his sword into its
thigh, and upbraidirig the priests for worshipinga beast, order-
ed them to be scourged. The poor calf was carried back to
its temple, where it died of its wound. The Egyptians said,
that after this impious act, Cambyses went mad, but judging
from his conduct he was bereft of reason long before. *
Cambyses’ only brother, Smerdis, accompanied him into Eithi-
opia; but as he was the only man who could draw the bow
brought back by the ambassadors, Cambyses became jealous of
him, and sent him home. Afterwards he dreamed that Smer-
dis was king, which so wrought upon his imagination, that he
sent Prexaspes, one of his chief favorites, to put him to death,
However, Proxaspes was most cruelly punished for his crime,
by the same jealous tyrant. Cambyses ha caused seversl of
his principal noblemen to be buried alive, d8d._so many of his

friends had suffered from his fury, that he béghfutp fear for his
[ ey
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life. - In one of his jealous moods, he obliged Prexdspes to tell
him what his subjects said of him. Prexaspes spoke with the
utmost caution. ¢ They admire a great many excellent quali.
ties they see in you, but they are somewhat mortified at your
immoderate love of wine,”’ “Iunderstand you,” replied the
Linig, ¢ they pretend that wine deprives me of my reason ; you
shall be judge of that immediately.” Then calling for the son
of Prexaspes, who was his cup-bearer, to bring the goblets, he
drank a greater quantity of wine than ever before, and order-
ing the youth to stand at the farther end of a long hall, with
his left hand upen his head, he took his bow, and declaring he
aimed at the trembling boy’s heart, discharged the arrow. To
complete the cruel scene, he ‘commanded Prexagpes to open
his sor’s side, and see if’ wine had impaired the steadiness of
his hand! The wretched father, trembling for his own life,
replied, ¢ Apollo could not have shot better.” '

. Read the account of Apisin the Preliminary Chaptér.

Cagubyees In the eighth year of. his reign, Cambyses left
r 42 Bgypt for Persia. When he came into Syria, he
found a herald there, sent from Susa to proclaim Smerdis, son
of Cyrus, king,"and to command the arxry to transfer their al-
legiance to him. Cambyses, to know the facts innthe case, had
the herald brought into his presence, and cross-questioned with
Prexaspes. From this examination, it appeared that the true
Smerdis was really dead, and that the usurper could be no othér
than Smerdis the magian, who hore & strong reserblance to
the murdered prince. Upon this, Cambyses made loud and
public lamentations, declaring that his dear and only brother
had been put to'death by mistake, and ordering all his army
to prepare to take vengéance upon the man who had assumed
his name, he prepared to march agdinst him. But just as he
was mounting his horse, his sword slipped from its scabbard,
and wounded him in the thigh. The Fgyptians looked upon
this as a judgment, for' the indignity offered their god Apis,
When Cambyses saw that he must die, he sent for the chief
Persians, and making them acquainted with all the circum-
stances concerning Smerdis, besought them not to suffer the
scepire to pass into the hands of 2 Median tribe, but to elect a
kingfromtheir own number. He reigned seven years and five
months.
Trace Cambyses from Memphis to Syria.
Read about the magi in Preliminiary Chapter.
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B.C. 522. Smendis,

€onceming  T'he Persians, thinking Cambyses had forged the
\s:!:}:yf story he told them, out of hatred io his lg)rother,

L paid no attention to it; and at his death quietly sub-
mitted to the magian. To continue the imposture by which
he had gained the throné, Smerdis shut himself up in- the
palace, and admitted only his chief officers to his presence ;
and to strengthen himself in the kingdom, he married all his
predecessor’s wives, among whom was Atossa, daughter of
Cyrus, (for Cambyses had married two of his own sisters) and
Phedyma, daughter of Otanes, a noble Persian. This noble-
man, suspecting the imposition, sent a messenger to his daugh-
ter, to know whether the king was the real Smerdis or some
other man. She answered, that never having seen Smerdis,
the son of Cyrus, she could not tell. He sent again, bidding -
her ask Atossa, who would of course know her own brother.
She replied that the king kept his wives in separate apart-
ments, and she was not permitted to see Atossa. Otanes sent
a third fime, telling her that Cambyses had cut off the ears of
Swerdis the magian, and hade her watch ‘her opportunity
when the king was asleep, and see whether he had any ears
or not. She did so, and putting her hands carefully under his
‘tarban, found that he was in reality earless!

Ganspiracyuna ~ When Otanes learned that his suspicions were

sgnfession,” correct, he entered into a conspiracy with Dariug
Hystaspes, and five other noblemen, to dethrone the usurper.
Every thing was kept secret, till the very day fixed for the
execution of the plot. On that day, a strange' circumstance
prepared the minds of the people for the event.

The magians, constantly uneasy lest their artifice should
be unveiled, had extorted a promise from Prexaspes, that he
would declare before an assembly of the people, Smerdis the
king, to bethe son of Cyrus. Prexaspes, at the appointed
time, mounted to the top.of a tower, and to the astonishment
of the assembled multitude, confessed that he had murdered
the true Smerdis with his own hand. He begged pardon
of the gods for the crime he had been compelled to com-
mit, and leaping from the tower, was- instantly killed by the
fall

This unlooked for event filled the magians
e riome with consternation. Smerdis retired to an inner
ofDarive.  shamber in the palace ; thither the conspirators
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pursued him, and having slain his guards, cut off his head
and brought it out to the people. The mob, infuriated at
being imposed upon, fell upon the magi, and destroyed so
many of them, that the dny was ever after called, ©The
slaughter of the magi.”” - When the tumult had in some meas-
ure subsided, the lords entered into a consultation about the
form of government which should be adopted. Otanes de-
clared for an aristocracy, but Darius gave so many good
reasons in favor of a monarchy, that he brought the other
lords into his opinion, and a monarchy was decided “upon.
The next inquiry was, who should be king ; and this being
referred to the gods, the lot fell upon Darius, and he was
accordingly anointed sovereign of Persia. The lords who had
placed him on the throne, were his privy counselors, and in
all public affairs were the first to deliver their opinions. They
wore their tiaras bent forward, to distinguish them from the
king, who wore his upright, and from the other nobles, who
wore theirs bent back.

B. C. 521, Darius,

Darius was the son of Hystaspes, of the royal family of
Persia. In his youth he had served under Cyrus, and been
rewarded for his valor by the hand of the daughter of Gobryas.
After his accession to the threne, he,took his predecessor’s
wives, and Aristona, another daughter of Cyrus. He was the
greatest and most powerful king that ever filled the throne
of Persia. Cyrus and Cambyses had conquered nations, but
Darius was the true founder of the Persian state ; the various
countries which zhey had brought into subjection, ke organ-
ized into an empire, where every member felt its place, and
knew its functions. FHis realm stretched from the Egean to
the Indus, from the steppes of Scythin to the cataracts of the
Nile. This vast tract he divided into twenty districts, and
seitled how much each portion was to contribute to the royal
treasury ; but though the sum required was much less than
the inhabitants were able to pay without inconvenience, they
murmured at it. They called Cyrus, father ; Cambyses, mas-
ter; but Darius they styled “the merchant.” The annual
revenue in his days amounted to $9,600,000. ..

The building of the temple, and the rearing up of the wal
of Jerusalem, had been interrupted in the preceding reigns ;
but in the second year of this prince, Haggai the prophet, and
Zechariah, the son of Iddo, stirred up the people to the work.,

t
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The ancient enemies of the Jews strove to hinder them, and
even sent & letter to Darius to advertise him of what was going
on in the province of Judea. ‘The records of Cyrus bein
searched, his decree was found at Acmetha or Ecbatana, an
Darius gave orders that the builders should be tolerated nof
only, but assisted in their pious work. ’

Read of the daughter of Gobryas on page 46. Compare the realm of Cyrus
with that of Dsrius, Read Esther i. 1, 2, and Ezra iv. 4 ; and v. entire ; also
vi. 1, 2,6, and Hag i. 1.

Taking of 10 the beginning of his reign, Darius meditated an
Babylon. [nvasion of Scythia ; but this expedition was delayed
by the revolt of Babylon. During the troubles about Smerdis,
and the election of Darius, the inbhabitants had been engaged
in laying up provisions, and pre}-aring for war ; they now
boldly threw off the yoke. The Jews, warned by the exhor-
tation of Zechariah, “Thou Zion that dwellest with the
daughter of Babylon, flee from the country and save thyself,”
had probably availed themselves of the king’s permission, and
returned to Jerusalem. To make their provisions last as long
as possible, the Babylonians determined to destroy all the
unserviceable persons in the place. They assembled their
wives and children together, and strangled them, only permit-
ting each man to retain his best beloved wife, and one maid
servant to do the work of the family. The capitulation of the
city by famine seemed as hopeless as in the days of Cyrus; the
Persians tried the old straiagem of draining the Euphrates in
vain, the battering rams made no impression on the massive
walls, and at the end of eighteen months victory seemed as
far off as ever. But assistance came to Darius in an unlooked
for manner. Megabyses, one of the seven conspirators against
Smerdis, had a son Zopyrus whom Darius tenderly loved.
What was the king’s astonishment, to see this young noble-
man appear before him one day, with his ears and nose cut
off, and his whole body mangled in the most shocking manner.
Starting up from his throne, he cried out, “ Who is it, Zopy-
rus, that has dared to treat you thus#*  « Yourself, O king,”
replied Zopyrus; “the desire that I had of rendering you
service has brought me into this condition. AsI was fully
persuaded that you would never have consented to this meth-
od, I consulted only the zeal I have for your service.” He
then unfolded his design to the king, and with him concerted
a plan to insure its success, All woupded and bleeding as he
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was, Zopyrus made his way to Babylon, and begged admit-
tance. 'The guards took him in, and carried him before the
governor. 'To him, Zopyrus represented that Darius had thas
mutilated his body, because he tried to dissuade him from
continuing the siege, and he added that his only feeling now
was, a desive of revenge. His name and person were well
known at Babylon, his wounds testified to the truth of his
story, and the governor fell at once into the snare. Zopyrus
was most active in the garrison. He sallied out with ;thg
Babylonians, and defaatedg the Persians in so many ehgage-
ments, that the whole ‘city rang with his praise. Finally, he
was appointed generalissimo of the army, and intrusted with
the keeping of the walls. At the time agreed upon, Darius
came up with his forees, and Zopyrus opened the gates to his
master. The king then ordered the hundred gates to be pulled
down, and the massive walls to be demolished, that the city
might never again defy the Persian arms. Thiee thousand
of the principal rebels were impaled, and the remainder
received a free pardon.

How was Babylon taken by Cyrus?

The Seythian L hiS inconvenient insurrection being thus termi-
expedition. pated, Darius set out for the Scythian war. The
whole military force of the empire was put in motion, and the
numbers of the army amounted to 700,000 men. His fleet,
manned chiefly by Ionian mariners, was directed to sail up
the Egean, through the Hellespont and Bosphorus into the
Euxine; thence up the Danube to a certain point, where he
would join it with his land forces. At the head of his army,
he moved through Asia Minor, crossed the Bosphorus on a~
bridge of boats, and proceeded through Thrace to the place of
rendezvous. In several places ha erected magnificient pillars,
with high sounding inscriptions. On one was carved, “This
pillar was evected by Darius, the best and handsomest of all
men living.” To cross the Danube, he made another bridge
of boats, the keeping of which he committed to the Ionians,
telling them, if he did not return in two months, they might
retire. The Scythians, hearing of this formidable invasion,
sent their wives and children, their flocks and herds, into
those impenetrable fastnesses; known only to themselves.
They also filled up the wells, stopped the springs, and consum-
ed all the forage of those places through which the Persians
were to pass. Thus secure, they slowly retreated before the
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advancing hosts, drawing them on, deeper and deeper, into the
forests of Europe. Darius, weary of the tedious pursuit, sent
a herald to the king of the Scythians, inquirin g why he did not
stop and give battle ; or, if he feared him, why he did not ac-
knowledge his master, by sending earth and water. The Sey-
thian replied, that he had neither cities nor lands to defend,
and that he acknowledged no other master than Jupiter.

The farther Darius advanced into the country, the greater
were the hardships to which his army were exposed. Just
when it was reduced to the last extremity, there came a herald
to him from the Scythian prince, bringing a bird, a mouse, a
frog, and five arrows, as . present. ]§m’ius was sorely puz-
zled to know what these typified ; but one of his seven lords
explained the enigma in this manner: ¢ Know,” said he,
“that unless you can fiy away in the air like a bird, or kide
in the earth Like a mouse, or swim in the water like a frog,
you shall not be able to escape the arrows of the Scythians,”
The Persians had now come upon a barren country, and were
in danger of perishing for want of water, so that Darius found
himself under an absolute necessity of abandoning his impru-
dent-enterprise.

Therefore, as soon as night came on, the Persians built their
camp fires as_usual, and leaving the infirm and sick behind
them, marched away as fast as possible towards the Danube.
The Scythians, discovering their retreat, sent an express by a
shorter path, to persuade the Ionians to destroy the bridge, and
thus throw the Persion king into their power. Miltiades, then
tyrant of Chersonesus, perceiving that this would break the
yoke from the neck of the Ionian colonies, strongly advocated
the measure ; but Histiaeus, governor of Miletus, represented
that, as they held their power of Darius, to turn against him
would be to destroy themselves. The Persians were therefore
permitted to pass the bridge in safety, and Darius finally reach-
ed Sardis, where he spent almost a year in recruiting his
army.

Tyace the fleet of Darius from the Archipelago into the Danube.
Trace his land army from Susa to the Pruth, where it joined the fleet.
Trace Darius farther north to the Volga ; back to Sardis.

508. To wipe away the disgrace of this unfortu-

Co?gd“g-t o tunate enterprise, the Persian monarch shortly after
undertook an expedition against India. .

He caused a fleet to be fitted out upon the Indus, which, un-
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der the command of Scylax, passed down through the South-
ern Ocenn, and up the Red Sea. By the conquest of India,
an immense revenue 'was added to the Persian treasury. 502.
"This year, to attach the Phenicians to his.interest, Darius re-
stored independence to Tyre, soventy years after it was taken
by Nebuchadnezzar.

Trace the fleet of Darits.

Read Is. xxiii. 15.

CHAPTER XX. 500. Anw.

Darius. Xerzes. Artaxerzes Longimanus. Xerzes 1I. Artaxerzes Mne-
mon, his brother Cyrus revolis.

This eentury is filled with the most imaportant events to Per-
sia and Greece. The Persian invasions introduce so com-
plete and interesting a comparison of these rival powers, that
the attention of the historian is especially directed to them,
and the student is requested to make himself particularly fa-
miliar with all the causes which contributed to the overthrow
of the hosts of Asia, by the Grecian states.

Histizeus, tyrant of Miletus, who had preserved the bridge
of boats over the Danube, was invited to Susa by Darius. Be-
fore setting out for court, he committed the government of Mi-
letus to Aristagoras, his son-in-law. About the same time,
Darius made his own brother, Artaphernes, governor of Sar-
dis. A quarrel arose between Aristagoras and Artaphernes.
Histiaeus, who knew the character and temper of the Greeks,
and was at the same time anxious to return home, sent a mes-
senger to Aristagoras, telling him that his wisest course would
be, 1o revolt from the Persians entirely, and to engage all the
Tonian colonies to do the same. Axristagoras complied with his
father’s desire, and soon all the states of Grecian descent in
Asia Minor, were engaged in a common league against Persia.
Still further to strengthen his arm, Aristagoras made & voyage
across to the Egean, to persuade the Greeks, by their ties of
kindred, and their ancient freedom, to assist their brethren of
Ionia, in regaining their liberties. An insult which the Athe-
nians had themselves received from Persian pride, induced
them to listen to his 1epresentations. About ten years before,
they had banished Hippiss, for usurping authority over the
state.  Artaphernes had received the exile, and listened to his
complaints.  The Athenians sent to justify their conduct to the
Persian governor, and received for answer, if they wished to
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be safe, they must take Hippias for their king. When Aris-
tagoras therefore told them of the oppressive rule of Artapher-
nes over the Ionian colonies, and entreated their help to break
the yoke, they entered readily into his feelings, and agreed to
assist the league with twenty ships. . | :
Bumingor The Eretrians, inhabitantsof a little city in Eubcea,
Sardis. " gdded five more; and with this slight re-enforcement,
Aristagoras returned to Ephesus, where he landed with his
confederafes, and marched to Sardis. The governor retired
to the citadel; the Greeks Had free plunder; and a soldier,
perceiving that most of the buildings were roofed with reeds,
set one of them on fire. The flames spread from house to
house, ‘and soon the whole city was on fire. This burning
of Sardis by Aristagoras, and the Athenians, was the torch
which lighted the flame of war in Asia Minor, and kindled in
the breast of Darius an inextinguishable desire of revenge.
When the intelligence was bronght to him, he called for a
bow, put an arrow into it, and shot it into the air, with these
words: “Grant, O Jupiter, that I may be able to revenge my-
self upon the Athenians.” Afterhe had thusspoken, he com-
manded one of his attendants to exclaim thrice every time din-
ner was set before him, ¢ Master ! remember the Athenians.”
Trace Aristagoras,

Death of Aristagoras  During all these commotions, Histineus had
and Histizens.  yemaijned in Susa ; but perceiving that Darius
suspected that his relative had acted by his directions, he begged
permission to go and quell the revolt. His request wasfinally
granted ; -but before he arrived at Miletus, Aristagoras was
slain in battle ; Histiaeus offered himself at once to the Ionians,
and used every means in his power to become head of the
league ; but they all feared him, and at last, his intrigues be-
ing discovered, he was crucified by Artape rnes.
Trace Histiaeus from Susa to Miletus.
tonof B. C. 494. In the 28th year of his reign,
donius.  yarius having fitted out a fleet, committed it to the
command of Mardonius, his son-in-law, with orders to punish
the Greeks for the burning of Sardis.. Mardonius was a young
man, and not over skilful in the art of -war, and thpugh more
entitled to consideration for being the king’s son-in-law, was
not perhaps. the more gifted on that account. ‘In doubling
Mount Athos, his fleet encountered a violent storm, in-which
three hundred ships were wrecked, and about 20,000 men
7

IS
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drowned,. His land army, shared a similar fate. The Thra-

cians attacked the camp by night, made a great slaughter, and

wounded Mardonius himself. Thus the first army fitted out

against Athens, did not succeed in reaching Greece at all!
Trace Mardonius from Ephesus to Athos,

Expodition ot The losses of Mardonius only animated Darius
Datis and Ar- to greater exeriions. He caused another army to
ephermen. 4o “assembled, appointed Datis and Astaphernes,
two generals of tried abilities, to command it, and engaged the
banished Hippias to conduct them to Athens by the shortest
route. However, to leave no stain upon his clemency, he
first sent heralds into Gréece, demanding ¢ earth dnd water.”
Some of the Stites, intimidated by the mighty preparations
meaking in Asia, yielded the required tokens of submission ;
but the heralds sent to Athens and Sparta were thrown, one into
2 ditch, and the other into a well, and tauntingly told to help
themselves to earth and water. When every thing was
ready, Darius sent away his generals, telling thewm to give up
Athens end Eretria to be plundered, to burn all the houses
and temples, and to bring all the inhabitants to Persia, bound
in chains, which hé provided for that purpose. 'This time the
Persians passed directly across the Egean, and landed without
any accident upon the island of Euboea. They took and
burned the city of Eretria, according to the commandment,
and sent home a company of chained captives as an earnest of
future victories. Thence conducted by Hippias, they depart-
ed, crossed the strait of Euripus, and landed on the plains of
Marathon, A deseription of this. battle will be given in the
history of Greece. Let it suffice to say, that the. Persians
were totally defeated, that they made a rapid retreat, and that
Hippias was slain.
Thus ended the second attempt upon Greece.
Trace the fleet of Darius from Ephesus to Eretris, to Athens,

Further prepars- - The anger of Darius was: doubly inflamed
Hions of Darivs. . peningt Aihens by the event of Marathon, and
he resolved that the insolent people, who had invaded bis terri-
tories, burned ks city, abused. his heralds, and driven his gen-
erals {0 & shameful flight, should feel the full weight of" his
arm. The preparations he now set on foot, were on a vast
scale, and demanded a longer time. For three years all Asia
was kept in o continual stir ; in the fourth, his altention was
distructed by a quarrel between his sons, respecting the suc-
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cession, and by an insurrection in Egypt: The crown he
settled upon Xerxes; his eldest son by Atossa, doughter of
Cyr.us; but he died before he had finished his preparations
against Egypt and Athens. He reigned thirty-six years. On
his tomb was inscribed, “ We were able to drink much wine,
and to bear it well.”

B. C. 485. Xerxes the Great,

By the death of Darius, and the accession of Xerxes the
Persian, the scepter passed from the hands of a prince reared
among the privations of & camp, to one born in a palace, the
favorite son of the favorite queen, who had been nurtured in
luxury, and taught to look upon the kingdom as an inheri-
tance to which the blood of Uyrus gave him a pre-eminent
claim. Xerxzes was not naturally ambitious, but his flatterers
persuaded him that it was absolutely necessary for him to car-
ry out the great projects which his father had left unfinished.
The Egyptians were first punished. He invaded the country
in person and purposely made the yoke of the inhabitanis
more galling than before. Stimulated by this success, he
resolved on the invasion of Greece. A council was called of
the most illustrious persons in ithe empire, before whom he
laid his plans. The speech put into his mouth by Herodotus,
will best display the character and extent of his views. “l
desire,” said he, “to imitale the example of my predecessors,
who all distinguished their reigns by noble enterprises. 1
ought to revenge the insolence of the Athenians, who pre-
sumed to fall upon Sardis and burn it to ashes. I ought also
to revenge the disgrace, which my country received at the
battle of Marathon. I anticipate great advantages from a
war which may lead to the conquest of Europe, the most fer-
tile country in the universe.” After thus expressing his
desires, and adding various arguments in favor of their being
carried out, he waited till the others should express their opin-
ions. Mardonius spoke first, and gave his .voice fpar war, as
necessary to wipe out the foul blots from the Persian name,
and to teach the cowardly Greeks the danger of offending the
great king. The rest of the assembly, seeing how well Xerxes
received his brotherin-law’s adulation, dared not contra-
dict it, with the exception of Artabanus, the king’s uncle, who
endeavored to divert the course of deliberation to more serious
considerations than the glory of the expedition. But Xerzes,
who could not bear contradiction, gave his faithful adviser &
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severe rebuke, and told him that he should be punished by
being left among the women whom he resembled in cowardice.
The war was therefore resolved upon.
. Who was the mother of Xerxzes? Who was his grandfather ?

-Trace him into Egypt.
Prepurations ~ Xerxes’ aimn was not merely to collect a force

for war-  gufficient to overcome all opposition, but to set his
whole power in magnificent array, thet he might enjoy the
sight of it himself, and display it to the admiration of the
world. For four years longer Asia was kept in restless: tur-
moil : less time would not suffice to provide subsistence for the
countless host about to be poured upon Europe. Besides the
stores to be carried by the fleet, magazines were to be formed
along the whole line of march-as far as the confines of Greece.
The most skilful engineers of Phenieia and Egypt, were sent
forward to build a bridge of bosts across the Hellespont, and a
multitude of men were despatched to the Chalcidice to exca-
vate a canal through the isthmus which joined Mount Athos to
the continent. Nay, the *“great king” himself honored the
mountain with a letter couched in these terms:  “ Athos, thou
proud aspiring mountain, that liftest thy head to the heavens,
be not so audacious as to put rocks and stones in my way.
thou opposest my servrnts, I will cut thee down, and throw
thee headlong into the sea.”” When these preparations were
drawing to a close, Xerxes set forth for Sardis, where he de-
siined to spend the winter, and gather the multitudes together,
who were assembling in all the provinces of his vast empire.
During his stay-in this place, a violent storm drove the boats
from their moorings, and destroyed the bridge over the Helles-
pont.  Xerxes, enraged at the loss of so much time and labor,
put the architects to death, and caused chains to be thrown
into the sen to teack it submission. Another bridge was
speedily commenced of double rows of boats; one for the
army, and the other for the baggage. This bridge was made
by chaining together 674 vessels, and fastening tgem at each
end by cables thrown over strong piles driven into the earth.
Massive anchors were dropped from the sides to hold them in
their places ; fat bottomed boats lashed firmly together, form-
ed a floor above, and battlements were erected on each side to
prevent the cattle from being frightened by the violence of the
waves. The length of the bridge was not far short of a mile.

‘Where is Mount Athos, and why did the Persi fear t the -
montory 7 Ses map of Greece. i erefans fonr 10 pass e pro



Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County -
Historic Monographs Collection

THE ROYAL PROGRESS. 69

Xeres  Early in the spring, (B. C. 480,) Xerxes be his
el march from Sardis with the might)y armamemga;hich
had_ been cellected from Media, Persia, and all the tributary
nations ; a motley crowd, including many strange varieties of
complexion, dress and language, each tribe retaining its nation-
al armor and mode of fighting. There were recruits from
all the different people who were allied with Craesus against
Cyrus the Great. There was the Immortal Band, there the
Median cavalry ; therethe Persian lancers, with spears knob-
bed with gold ; there the sacred horses richly caprisoned ; and
there the royal chariot where Xerxes sat in state, except when
fatigued with riding, he sheltered himself from the heat of the
sun in an easier carriage. 'The fleet coasted along the Egean,
and the army moved forward to Abydos, a city of Bithynia,
near the straits. . Here Xerxes, desirous to witness a mock
sea fight, ascended a lofty throne and beheld, as far as the eye
conld reach, the bosom of the Hellespont, crowded with his
ships, and  the plains and mountains of ancient Ilium covered
with his troops. A feeling of pride and satisfaction spread
through his heart as he surveyed the glittering array, and
reflected that, at the head of the largest army ever brought
into the field, he was about to subjugate the faivest portion of
the earth. But a sudden shade passed over his countenance :
for a moment the pomp and pageantry of the mustered hosts
faded from his view: “In one hundred years’ time,” said he,
“not one living soul will remain of all the thousands who now
surround me,” and the monarch, throned in power and pride,
wept at the thought.
Pasingte  As soon a3 the sun’s first rays appeared upon the
bridge.  horison, the bridge was strewed with myrtle, and
sprinkled abundantly with sweet odors. ‘Then Xerxes poured
out libations into the sea, and turninf his face to the rising
sun, implored the protection and guidance of the great zod
Mithras, till he should complste the conquest of ‘Europe.
After golden vesselsanda sword had been thrown into the sea,
the tem thousand Lmmortals, crowned with chaplets, advanced |
upon the bridge. The army followed as rapidly as possible,
the officers lashing the poor soldiers all the way fo quicken
their speed, yet so vast was the multitude that the living tide
flowed without interruption seven days and seven nights,
before the last man, Xerxzes himself, the tallest and most
majestic person in ell that host, had arrived upon the Euro.
pean shore, In the gtegrt.plam of Doriscus, on the banks of
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the Hebrus, an atiempt was made to number the army. Ten
thousand men were formed in as small a space as possible. A
fence was then raised around them ; they were dlsmxssed, the
enclosure filled again and again, till all had passed within the
circle ; and according to this muster theinfantry alone amount-
ed to 1,700,000. The cavalry was counted by divisions, and
the mariners by the number ‘which each ship carried, and the
whole exceeded two millions and a half of fighting men. The
women and servants who always attended the Persian camp,
could not be less than as many more, so that the whole body
was estimated at five millions, To feed this multitude with
only the scanty portion allowed to slaves, required 662,000
bushels of flour per day, yet such preparations had been made
that, with the provisions laid up in the magazines and those
carried by the vessels of burden, there was no lack of any
thing in the camp. Avant couriers had been sent out to pre-
pare for the coming of the lord of Asia. Wherever the royal
train halted a supefb pavilion was erected, adorned with the
most costly furniture. Many cities of Europe, anxious to
propitiste the mighty power moving through their territories,
provided even vessels of gold and silver for the table. The
rapacious attendants of the Persian court spared nothing; in
the morning when the army marched, all was carried ofl, In
this manner Xerxes continued his course till he reached the
spot where Demaratus, a banished Lacedermoniam king, had
;@fold‘ him he would find his whole army. stopped by a handful
men.

Thermo- Thermopylee is a narrow pass of. Mount Oeta, about

wyie. - fifty paces broad. On one side, roared the sea; onthe
other, rose the precipitous mountsin, Through this narrow
defile, lay the path of the Persians, and an army could scarcely
teach Atitca by any other route. 'When Xerxes came to this
place, he found the truth of Demaratus’ words. A band of
heroes were stationed here, determined: to give such an im.
pression of Greeian valor, as should teuch the haughty Per-
sians the character of the men they had come to enslave.
Xerxes waited four days, hoping to frighten them away, or
bribe Leonidas, their leader, to betray his country. He wait-
ed in vain, and Leonidas rejected his. offers with. scorn. On
the fifth day, ?13 ordered a, body of Median cavalry to fall upon
the rash and insolent enemy, and lead them all captive into his
presence. A throne waserected for him, from which he could
survey the narrow entrance of the pass,and the prowess of his
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soldiers. Their numbers served only to impede their efforts ;
the foremost fell, the hinder advanced over their bodies to the
charge, their repeated onsets broke upon the Greeks idly, as
waves upon the rock. The day wore on ; and spent with fa-
tigue, and greatly thinned in their ranks, they were re-called
from thecontest. © The despised Greels were now thought wor-
thy to cope with the Immortals, and all the next day the impa-
tient monarch saw with grief and rage, the slaughter of his own
body guard. 'Three times hestarted from his throne, as though
about to chastise the intreped Spartins with his own hand for
the havoc they were making in his chosen band. The day
following, the attack was renewed with no better success, and
the confidence of Xerxes was changed to gloom and despon-
deney, when an inhabitant of the country revealed to him a
secret path over the mountain. A party was immediately sent
out with the traitor, and by day-break the next morning, the
Grecians learned that the Persians were coming over the brow
of the mountain ; and before noon, the devoted band of Spar-
tans were attacked in front and rear, by the whole power of
Xerzes. They fought desperately to the last, and were finally
overwhelmed by the arrows, javelins, and stones of the enemy.
Where they fell, they were buried, their tomb, as the poet
sang, was an altar; a sanctuary, in which Greece revered the
memory of her second founders. Xerxes lost 20,000 men in
this engagement, and his fleet also suffered the same dny a se-
vere defeat off Cape Artemisium.
‘Where are Thermopyle and Artemisium ?

Detachment sent  Xeerxes bad heard so much of the wealth of

io Deiphi.  Delphos, that he thought to enrich himself by the
plunder of its treasures. A detachment was accordingly sent
across the Parnassian mountains, to bring away the vessels of
gold and silver deposited there. The Delphians, hearing of
its approach, asked counsel of the oracle. The Pythia re-
sponded. “The arms of Apollo will be sufficient for the de-
fence of his sbrine.” Thus enco‘uraged, no preparations were
made 1o resist the enemy. As the Persians were marching
through the dark and deep defiles of the mountains, a violent
storm arose, the wind prostrated huge trees across their path,
the mountain torrents loosened rocks and stones, and poured
them down upon them with 2 mingled tide of earth and water ;
the Delphians added their wild cries to the “howling of the
storm ; and the thunder, repeated by a thousand echoes, com-
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pleted their consternation. They fled, or fell, overcome with
terror ; they trampled one upon another, they became entangled
in the forest, or were.thrown down precipices, and but few of
them ever returned to tell the tale of their disaster.
Bumingof  Meantime, the rest of the Persians advanced through

Athens.  Beotia to Attica.” No troops came out to dispute
their passage. Xerxes thought he had not calculated in vain
upon the cowardice of the Grecians. When he reached
Athens, the streets were deserted. With the exception of &
fow old people, devotees and priests, who had taken shelter in
the citadel, every person had escaped to the islands of Egina
and Salamis. Xerxes plundered the temples, stormed the
citadel, and reduced the city to ashes. The pictures and
statues which the refined Athenians had spent years in execu-
ting, he sent to his uncle Artabanus, with the glad tidings that
Athens had shared the fate of Sardis.-

Trace the detachment to Delphi.

Batleof  IN the narrow strait between Attica and Salamis,
Salamis. the ittle fleet of the Gireeks awaited the storm of war
which was slowly rolling round the promontory of Sunium.
The Persians advanced with their numerous vessels, and filled
up the port of Phalereum.* - In the consternation and agony
of seeing their city burned, and their bay crowded with hostile
ships, many of the Gréeks advocated the propriety of moving
down to the vicinity of Corinth, and awaiting the enemy there;
but Themistocles induced them to give baitle there, and thus
the engagement took place, in & strait so narrow that the Per-
siang could scarcely turn their ships, but were forced to fight
hand to hand. From a lofty eminence, Xerxes again beheld
his troops repulsed by the hardy Greeks; many of his ships
were entangled and sunk, and his disheartened soldiers retired
in the greatest disorder. That night the whole fleet aban-
doned the coast of Attica, and sailed away for the Hellespont.
Mardonius, who perceived that Xerxes was desirous of escap-
ing from the dangers and mortifications which surrounded
him, proposed that the king should return to Asia with the
body of the army, leaving himself with 300,000 of the best
troops, to complete the conquest of Greece. T this proposal
the monarch gladly assented.
‘Where was Salamis?

*8ee mep of Athens in Ann's chapter of Greece.
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Xemes . Xerxes having passed into Thessaly, permitted Maxr-
Teest donius to select his soldiers, and leaving them to winter
there, pursued his march toward Asia. “ Widely different from
the appearance of the glitlering host which o few months be-
fore had advenced over the piains of Macedonis and Thrace
to the conquest of Greeee, was the aspect of the crowd which
was now hurrying back along the same road. "The splendor,
the pomp, and the- luxury and ease. were exchanged for disas-
ter and distress, want and disease.”” The contents of the mage-
zines had been destroyed or purloined by those who had the
charge of them ; eomfortable food was not to be obtained, and
as the retreating multitude passed those places, impoverished
by their recent visit, they were forced to subsist upon the barlk
and leaves of trees. Sijckness came with famine ; great num-
bers were left to the charity of their enemies ; and when they
reached the river Strymon, numbers still greater were drown-
ed in attempting to pass upon the ice, which the sun was fast
meliing away. In forty-five days after he left Mardonius,
Xerxes reached the Hellespont. The rebellious sea had torn
his vessels from their anchors, and dashed in pieces the bridge
which it had cost so much time and labor to construct, but the
fleet (or what remained of it,} was there to transport the poor
fragment of his army to Abydos. The exploits of Mardonius
will be recounted in the history of Greece. The life of Xerxes
after this inglorious campaign, may be told in a few words.
He gave himself up to a round of pleasures, and was slain by
Artabanus, captain of his guards, B. C. 474.

Trace Xerxes from Susn to Sardis, on map No. 3,

From Sardis to the Hellespont, on No. 2.

From the Hellespont to Thermopylm; to Athens and back.

Artaxersesnscends ~ Xerxes had four sons ; Darius, Hystaspes,

thethrone. A risxerxes, and Achemenes, When Artaba-
nus left the chamber of the murdered monareh, he went direct-
ly to that of Artaxerxes, and awakening him from sleep, told
him that his brother Darius had assassinated his father. The
youth immediately arose, and without waiting to inquire into
the affair, hastened to his brother’s bed and killed him. Arta-
banus, having thus got rid of Xerxes and Darius, proglaimed
Artaxerxes king, thinking he would prove a convenient tool,
till a faction could be formed strong enough to place the crown
upon his own head ; but the young prince, suspecting the
game his pretended friend was playing, ordered him to execu-
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tion. By this time, intelligence of his father’s death had
reached “Hystaspes, governor of Bactria, who consequently
prepared to assert his right 1o the crown. Twé battles were
fought by the rival brothers ; in the last of which Hystaspes
was slain. Artaxerxes thus gained quiet possession of the
throne of Persia, B. C. 473, He was called Artaxerxes
Longimauns, from the length of his arms. e

The Bgyp-  B. C. 466. The Egyptians always wore the yoke
tianrevolt. of Persia uneasily ; and in this year, having made
Inarus, prince of the Lybians, their king, they revolted.
Artaxerxes sent his brother Achemenes, with 360,000 men,
to reduce them to obedience. It fared ill with the Persians at
first.: The Athenians made alliance with the Egyptians, and
Ach®menes was slain with one-third of his army. The other
200,000 Persians made their escape to Memphis, where they
entrenched themselves in a part -of -a city called the White
Wall. There the Egyptians besieged them three years. As
soon as practicable, Artaxerxes fitied out another army to go
to the relief of his unfortunate subjects. While Artabasus
sailed up the Nile, with a part of the troops, Megabysus (son:
of Zopyrus, who gained Babylon,) advanced with kis division
by land to Memphis. The tables were now turned. Defeat
followed Inarus and his allies, while victory crowned the
efforts of the Persians. The besiegers were in their turn
besieged in Biblos, a city built between two arms of the Nile.
For a year and a half the Persians maintained the blockade ;
and finally, by draining one of the encircling arms, opened a
passage to the city. Inarus then surrendered; with fifty of his
Athenian friends, on the solemn promise of Megabysus, that
their lives should be spared. The rest of the Grecians had
free permission to leave the country, and the Egyptians were
agein reduced to servitude.

Artaxerxes kept Inarus-and the Athenians five years ag pris-
oners of war, during which time his mother importuned him
daily to deliver them ‘into her hands, that she might sacrifice
them- to the manes of her son Acheemenes. Overcome by
her entreaties, the king finally yielded, and the inhuman prin-
cess put them all to a cruel death, Megabysus felt this con-
terupt of his solemn oath most keenly. He left the court,
vetived to his government of Syria, and finally openly revolted.
After overcoming the armies sent againt him, and in all things
showing himself superior to his sovereign, he was at last per-
suaded to return to his allegiance by his wifs, Amytis, sister of
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Artaxerxes. But in hunting with the king one day, like the
son of Gobryas, he killed a wild beast, which the monarch had
roused from the thicket. Though by this act he saved the
life of his royal master, yeot he was condemned to die for a
breach of court otiquette. His wife again interposed, and
prevailed upon her brother to commute his punishment into
banishment. After remaining five years in lonely exile, he
ﬂi§ i himself as a leper, and repaired to Susa, where his
wite recognised him, and by entreaties again restored him to
royal favor, which he enjoyed till his death. He was a man
of the greatest abilities, and the ablest general in all Persia.
Histeri- _ In the reign of Artaxerxes, Fsdras, Nehemiah, and

ans Ezra, were sent to Jerusalem: They disposed the
books of Scripture in their present order, composed the books
of Chronicles, and those bearing their own names. While
engaged in this important business, Herodotus commen-
ced his works, so that profane history took the seal of au-
thenticity about the time that the sacred writers closed their
labors. Herodotus was followed by Xenophon, Diodorus,
Livy, Tacitus, and others whose works still exist in the origi-
nal Greek and Latin. This Artaxerxes is supposed to have'
been the husband of Esther.

Read Neh, i, entire : and ii. 1—8; also xiii. 6, 7.

Read Ezra vii. 1, 6, 7, 8, 11, 1236 ; and viii, 31, 32 ; also Esther x, entire,

B.C. 425. Xerzes 1L

Xerxes was the only legitimate son of Artaxerxes; but it
was his misfortune to have seventeen half-brothers, one of
whom, Sogdianus, followed the newly elected monalr.c,h to his
apartment, and killed him while overcome with wine. He
reigned 45 days.

B. C. 424. Sogdianus,

Sogdianus then assumed the royal tiara, to wear it only
about six months. All his brothers envied him, and ke feared
gll his brothers. Ochus, governor of Hyrcania, to escape
the death which Sogdianus threatened him, openly declared
himself the avenger of Xerxes’ blood. The nobility joined
him; Sogdianus was taken prisoner, and thrown into’a. cylin-
ser filled with ashes, which was made to revolve till he was
duffocated. He reigned 195 days.

B. C, 424. Orchus, or Darius Nothus.
As soon as Ochus ascended the throne, he took .the hame
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of Darius, to which the Greeks added Nothus—illegitimate.
Troubles in. Asia Minor, Egypt,” Arabia, and Media, would
have kept Parius in & constant state of anxiety, had not Pary-
satis the queen contrived to engage him in a continual round
of pleasures, while wars were carried o in all these places
by the Persian generals. Tissaphernes, satrap of Sardis, and
Pharnabaces, governor of Bithynis, intermeddled constantly
with the affairs of the Greeks, and vast sums were expended
to foment the dissensions of Athens and Sparta. At the:insti-
gation of Parysatis, Darius finally gave the dominion of all
Asia Minor to his son Cyrus, a youth. of sixieen. Here the
young prince, to secure the alliance -of the: Lacedemonians,
then esteemed the best soldiers in the world, assisted them with
money and sapplies, and assured Lysander, their general, that
rather than see them want any necessary for carrying on the
war with the Athenians, he would melt down the throne of gold
and silver on which he sat, and coin it into money for them.
He had an object in this liberality, much dearer to him than
his {friendship for the Lacedemonians. -
Parysitas, not content with seeing her favorite son. governor
of this extensive province, besought Darius to-dec¢lare him
heir io %e throne, instead of Arsaees;. their oldest child; but
to this, Darius would not consent. He reigned twenty years.

B. C. 404. Artaxerzes Mnemon.

As soon as Arsaces ascended the throne, he changed his
name to Artaxerxes—Mnemon was afterwards added, on ac-
count of his astonishing memory. ’ ’
The cors- The new king, asthe custorn was, set out for Psar-

uation. - igardae, to be crowned in a temple of the goddess of war.
The prince to be consecrated must enter that temple, put off
his own robe, and clothe himself in the one worn by Cyrus the
Great, before he was king. This garment had been preser-
ved, with superstitious reverence, more than 150 years. Be-
fore the crown was put upon his head,  the sovereign must eat
2 cake of figs, chew some turpentine, and drink a cup of
mingled vinegar and milk. .

. Young Cyrus, driven to desperation, at seeing the sceptre to
which his mother had taught him to aspire,, transferred to the
hands of his brother, determined to mssassinate him in the
temple itself, in the presence of the whole court, just as he
took off his own to put on the robe of Cyrus. Tissaphernes,
haying gained intelligence of this design, revealed it to Ar-
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taxerzes. The%“rash youth was in consequence seized in the
temple, and condemned to death ; when Parysatis, almost out of
her senses, flew to the place, clasped him in her arms, bound the
tresses of her hair about him, and by her tears and entreaties, pre-
vailed on Artaxerxes.to pardon him, and send him back to
Sardis.
Cyrus, instead of appreciating the magnanimit;

Wh&nidif“s of his brother in sparigg his lif'e,g and oont%miing hiz

- government, remembered only the indignity of his
chains, and, in resentment, strengthened himself in the deter-
mination to overthrow the king. The haughtiness and pride
which had led him, when but a youth, to condemn two per-
sons of royal blood for wearing their hands uncovered in his
presence, were exchanged for the most winning affability.
His emissaries at court constantly magnified his merits as a
statesman and a warrior, and many turbulent noblemen stood
ready to espouse his cause. It was now his turn to solicit
favors from the Lacedemonians. He wrote to them, promising
that, “to the foot he would give horses, and to the horsemen
chariots ; that on those who had farms he would bestow villa-
ges, and on those who had villages, cities. Their pay, he
said, should not be counted, but measured out to them. He
told them he had a greater and more princely heart than his
brother ; that he was better instructed in philosophy, and that
he could drink more wine than Artaxerxes without disordering
his senses !’ '

The Lacedemonians moved by gratitude or avarice, sent a
scytale to Clearchus, commander of their forcesin Asia Minor,
with orders to obey Cyrus in every thing he demanded, but
they wisely affected ignorance of the enterprise in which he
was engaged. A company of Beotians also joined him, and
some Athenians, among whom was Xenophon.

The better to conceal his design, Cyrus gave out that his
expedition was directed against the Pisidians. Tissaphernes,
rightly judging that several bundred thousand men would not
be collected for so slight an occasion, set out post from Miletus
to inform Artazerses of what was going forward. L

This news occasioned great trouble at court. Parysatis and
all her favorites were looked upon as holding intergourse with
the rebel. Statira, the queen, continually foaded her with
reproaches. ¢« Where is now,” said she, “that falth which
you have so often pledged for your son’s behavior ! Your
unhappy fondness hgs kindled this war, and plunged us into
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sn abyss of misfortunes.” Parysatis replied with equal
warmth, and their batred finally became so great, that they
«could not dwell together in one palace. .

Meantime, Cyrus set out from Sardis with an army amount-
ing to nearly 300,000 men. . When they reached Tarsus, the
Greel soldiers, suspecting their destination, refused to go
farther ; but the persuasions of Clearchus, and the powerful
eloquence of ah extra gold piece, added by Cyrus to their pay,
finally induced them to proceed in search of the enemy, which
Cyrus said he expected to meet near Babylon. From Cilicia
they passed on through Syria, forded the river Euphrates at
Thapsacus, meeting with no opposition till they reached the
plain of Cunaxa.

Trace the route of Cyrus and his srmy.

Baweot  All the country through which they marched was so
Cunaxa. quiet, that Cyrus supposed his brother fesred to meet
him in the field. *Under this impression, he traveled leisurel:
along, armed only with a sabre, and attended by & small guard}.’
‘When about 76 miles from Babylon, a horseman came up at
full speed, crying out that the enemy were approaching. In
an instant all was hurry and confusion ; Cyrus leaped fromy
his chariot, buckled on hie armor with the greatest dispateh,
and without giving his army time for refreshment, arrayed
them for the conflict. Clearchus with his Greeks occupied
the right wing, ihe barbarian meicenaries the left, and Cyrus
with a band of six hupdred horse took his position in the centre.
All things were ready about noon, and the soldiers: stood there
in battle array three hours. Atlength, when both their patience
and strength were nearly exhausted, a great cloud of dust ap-
peared like a white clond, and soon spread.itself densely over
the whole plain ; the steady tramp of soldiers, and the clatter-
ing of horses’ hoofs wereheard,and not long after, the glittering
of helmets, lances, and standards proclaimed the approach of
the royal forces. Tissaphernes led up the left wing opposite
Clearchus; and Artaxerxes, supported by the flower of his ar-
my, took his post almost in front of his brother.

When the two armies had approached near enough, the
Greeks moved forward singing their loud pran ; and then strik-
ing their darts upon their shields to frighten the horses, rushed
upon the Persians with all their force. 'The enemy scarcely
waited for the cha.rge; the horses, maddened by the din, wheel-

, and pranced with ungovernable fury ; the riders, equally
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frightened, sought safety in flight ; and Tissaphernes, with a
small body of troops, a.l?l,:\e maiitai.ned his grdll:nd. ’

The attendants of Cyrus, seeing the flight of the Persians,
proclaimed him king upon the spot; but while the main body
remained unbroken, and his brother lived, Cyrus thought the
kingdom still in dispute. Keeping his 600 horse in-a body, he
observed the motion of the king, and perceiving him wheeling
to the left, charged his guards with great impetuosity. The
Persians gave way, and the attendants of Cyrus dispersed in the
pursuit, but with a few nobled, he maintained his position.
At length, discovering the king he spurred on, erying out, 1
see the man,” and gave him a wound in the breast, at the
same time that he himself received a blow in the eye from a
javelin. The two brothers then fought hand to hand, and
those about them engaged furiousty in the defemce of each,
till Cyrus was slain, and eight of his principal friends lay dead
upon his body.

Axrtaxerxes gave his eunuch, Mesabates, charge to cut off
the head and right hand of Cyrus, while he collected his fol-
lowers and plundered his brother’s camp.

The Greeks returned about dark from the pursuit of the
fugitives, and, supposing they had gained the victory, put off
their armor, wondering much that no messenger came from
Cyrus to-compliment—thernupon iheif valor. The refresh-
wments provided by the prince had been carried off by the

lunderers, and they were forced to retire supperless to'rest.
gn the morning they learned the extent of their misfortune.
By the messenger who brought them news of Cyrus’ death,
they sent word to Ariaeus, next in command, that being victors
they would make him king ; and while waiting for his answer,
they killed the oxen of the baggage wagons, and collecting the
roken weapons from the field of battle, roasted the flesh and
anade their brenkfast. Not long after there came hieralds from
the king, summoning them to deliver up their arms. “‘They
replied that they would die before they would part with them;
that if Artaxerxes would receive them into the number of his
allies, they would serve him with fidelity and valor ; but if he
endeavored to reduce them to slavery, he would find them
determined to lose their lives and liberty together.

In the meantime the messenger returned from Ariaeus,
saying, that that general deelined the honor intended him, for
there were so many noblemen in Persia superior to himself,
¢hot if Artazerzes were dethroned, he could not expect to reign
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unmolested. He afterwards engaged, by the most solemn
oaths, to conduct them to their own country without fraud,
and the bond- was ratified by dipping their spears in the
blood of animals slain for the purpose. It was also agreed, to
return home by a more northern route, to avoid the king’s
army, and gain provisions. They accordingly withdrew
from that place, and rested three days in some little villages,
where they were visited by Tissaphernes and several of the
Persian grandees. .

Treachery of  Lissaphernes began his story by telling them that
Tissapheines. heing a neighbor of Greece, and seeing them sur-
rounded with dangers, he had used his good offices with the king
to obtain permission to conduct them to their own country ; that
the king had pot granted his request directly, but had sent him to
inquire why they had taken up arms against him. “We call
the gods fo witness,” replied Clearchus, “that we did not
enlist ourselves to make war with the king. Cyrus, under
different pretexts, brought us almost hither without explaining
himself, and when we found him surrounded with dangers, we
thought it infamous to abandon him after all the favors he had
bestowed upon us. As he is dead we are released from our
engagement, and have no desire fo contest the .crown with
Artaxerxes, nor to ravage his country, if he does not oppose
our return.’® oo ee— e -

Tissaphernes said he would acquaint the king with their
reply, and bring them his answer. He was gone three days,
and when he came back, he told them that the king, after
much solicitation, had appointed Aim to the government of
Sardis, and had given them permission to depart under his safe
conduct, and if they would wait till ‘he had settled his affairs
at court, they would set out together. These arrangements
were confirmed by an oath on both sides.

The Greeks waited very impatiently twenty days, every
day becoming more distrustful of his intentions, and more
suspicious of Ariaeus, who had been freely pardoned by the
king. Finally, Tissaphernes arrived with a body of troops,
and they all marched on together ; but they had too good
reasons for being enemies to confide entirely in each other’s
truth. Occasions of distrust occurred daily as they advanced
to the head waters of the Tigris, and at last Tissaphernes,
having invited the Greek officers to a conference, put them all
to death. Soonafter, Ariaeus rode up to the areeks, and
demanded their arms in the king’s name.
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CHAPTER XXI. 400. Sagran.

Ochus. Dearius Codomanus. Persie. falls.

Nothing could exceed the consternation of the Greeks at
this tragical turn in their affairs. In the words of another,
“All gave themselves up to despair. They felt that they
were still 2000 miles from the nearest part of Greecs, close to
the vast armies of the king, and surrounded on »ll sides by
tribes of hostile barbarians, who would supply them with
nothing but at the expense of blows and blood : " they had no
guide acquainted with the country, no knowledge of the deep
and rapid rivers which intersected it, and no cavalry to explore
the road or cover their rear on the march. As if discipline
and hope had ended together, the roll-call was scarcely attend-
ed to, the watch-fires were scantily, or not at all supplied, and
even their principal meal was neglected ; where chance led,
they threw themselves down to rest, but not to sleep—for sleep
was banished by thoughts of that country and those friends
whom they no longer expected to behold again.”

Xeno- But there was among them a man, Xenophon, hitherto
phon distinguished only by his love of the insteuctions he had
received in the school of Socrates, who now felt the native en-
ergies of his mind reused to meet the critical emergency into
which they were thrown. After a vain endeavor to sleep, he
rose at midnight, awaked some of the principal men, and re-
presenting to them the ignominious death which would certain-
1y follow submission, exhorted them to-elect new officers, and
pursue their route. This measure was resolved upon. Five
generals were chosen, of whom Xenophon was ons, the army
was assembled, and encouraged by all the cheering suggestions
which the desperateness of their circumstances would admit,
and by break of day they were ready to set off. .

Remeatrme 1t were long to tell how often these determined
ten thousand. veterans were forced to turn back, when a deep
and rapid river rolled across their path ;.how many times
they were obliged to make = long and tedious circuit around
the base of some huge mountain ; how many skirmishes they
fought with the barbarians, through whose territories -the.y
passed ; how often they were compelled to halt and form in
battle line to repel the assaulis’ of the treacherous Tissa-
phernes, who, with the forces of Artaxerxes, hung upon their
rear ; how much they suffered from cold and hunger; what
murmurings, discontents, ‘and jealousies arose; how many

B*
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died of hardship and fatigue ; and how many, in utter despair
of again seeing their npative land, yielded to their hard fate,
and were left unburied upon the plainis of Asia.

In passing through Armenia, they encountered vast snow
banks into which they sunk at every step ; they also suffered
intensely from a violent north wind; many lost their sight by
the painful glare of the snow ; and numbers perished with the
cold. Sometimes, however, they came to little villages, where
the inhabitants treated them kindly, supplied them with pro-
visions, and suffered them to rest after their fatigues. March-
ing on thus, through dangers by flood and field, for many a
long and weary month, they ascended at length a very high
mountain, and turning their eyes to the west, beheld, far in
the distant horizon, the dark waters of the Euxine. At once
a glad shout burst from every lip; ¢ The sea, the sea,” was
repeated by a thousand voices ; the soldiers embraced their
officers with tears of joy, and then running to the top of the
hill, and piling up a great heap of stones, raised a trophy of
broken armor taken from the different enemies they had
overthrown, in their long and toilsome march.

The remaining perils of their journey were encountered
with buoyant spirits ; and when they reached Trebisond, they
encamped thirty days to perform the vows they had made in
the hours of distress, and to celebrate the Olympic games.
In this place they separated, o part embarking by sea and a
part continuing their journey by land ; they re-united, how-
over, at the Thracian Bosphorus, and crossing over to Bysan-
tium, found themselves once more upon European soil.

Xenophon computes, that from Ephesus, where they enlisted,
to Cunaxa, where the battle was fought, was ninety-three
days’ march; from Cunaxa to Byzentium was something
more ; and the time taken by the Greeks, going and return-
ingi‘ was fifteen months.

his retreat of * The Ten Thousand ”* has never had a par-
allel in the annals of war, and to this day it stands upon the
pages of history as the most perfect model of an enterprise
formed with valor, conducied with prudence, and executed
with success. '

Trace “the ten thousand" from Ephesus through Syria to Babylon, and from
Babylon through Armenia to Colchis, and thence to Bysantium.
Vengeanceof 10 return to the affairs of the Persian court.

Parysatis.  Artaxerxes claimed the honor of having given
Cyrus his death-wound; but a Carian soldier insisted that he
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himself had dispatched the pretender, as he was feebly attempt-
ing 1o rise after being unhorsed.

Al'_taxerxes, having tried various ways in vain to stop his
boasting, delivered him over to Parysatis as the murderer of
her son, She caused him to be tortured ten days and put to
death by having melted brass poured into his ears. Mithri-
dates, an officer of distinction, who also hed & share in the
death of the young prince, was next marked out as an object
of the queen’s vengeance. He was sentenced to the punish-
ment of the froughs,*a species of torture too horrid for descrip-
tion ; and lingered out seventeen days in inexpressible agony.
The eunuch, Mesabates, at the command of his king, had cut
off’ the head and right hand of Cyrus ; but as he stood high in
the favor of Artaxzerzes, Parysatis knew not how to accom-
plish his destruction. Nevertheless, what she could not effect
by open accusation, she brought about by patient ingenuity.
She made use of every art to win the confidence of ber son,
humored all his whims, ministered to his pleasures, and spent
bours with him in playing dice. One day she allowed him to
win a large sum of money from her, and then, pretending to
be very much chagrined at her loss, offered to play with him
for a eunuch.

Artaxerxes assented, and Parysatis, exerting all her skill,
won the game. She seized upon Mesabates as the forfeit, and
before the king learned her purpose, caused him to be flayed
alive.

Deatn of  But Parysatis was not satisfied. She had her eye
Sttt ypon a more beautiful and mere jllustrious vietim,
who was so entrenched in the affections of Artaxerxes, that
she could not hope to supplant her. This was Statira, whose
charms she had always envied, and whose influence over her
gon had long before excited her hftred. To cloak her design
the more effectually, she feigned a reconciliation with her
daughter-in-law, exchanged visits with her, and often invited
her to sup in her apartment. The two queens appeared to
be on the most friendly terms, but the fear of poison kept
them constantly uneasy, and they would never eat, except
from the same dishes. But Parysatis could not be foiled. One
day st table, she took a nicely dressed bird, cut it in two, and
giving one half to Statira, eat the other herself. .
Tmmediately after, Stafira was seized with the most excrucl-

* See Plutarch’s Life of Artaxerxes.
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ating pain, and sending for Artaxerxes, accused Parysaﬁ‘s of
having poisoned her. Convinced by the dreadful convulsions
in which his beloved queen expired, Artaxerses put all the
servants of his mother to the torture, when Giges confessed
that she had poisoned one side of the knife with which Pary-
satis had divided the bird. She was punished by having her
head crushed between two stones : the wicked queen was ban-
ished to Babylon. . L
Peacewith Meanwhile Tissaphernes, by intermeddling in the
Greece:  affairs of Sparta and Athens, kept up a continual
war in Asia Minor, which was finally productive of great hon-
or to Persia. The two rival states became so much weakened
by -their own dissensions, that the Persians gained the ad-
vantage of them ; and,in compelling them to sign the treaty
of Antalcidas, wiped out the stain of their former defeats,
B. C. 387,
Troubles B+ C. 861. The end of Artaxerxes’ reign was filled with
athome. troybles and cabals. He was of a sweet and amiable
disposition, but indolent and enslaved by the luxuries of the
court. The satraps of the provinces, abusing his good na-
ture and infirmities, loaded the people with faxes, and made
the Persian yoke intolerable. Many of the tributary pro-
vinees, in consequence, revolted ; but as they acted without
concert, quarreled amongthemselves, and betrayed one another
to the king, the troubles excited by them, expired of them-
selves.

Artaxerxes had three sons by his wife, and 150 by his con-
cubines. The rival interests of so many princes. filled the
whole court with factions, To prevent these disorders, Ar-
taxerxes declared Darius his successor, and permitted him to
wear the royal tiara, and sssume the name of king. Darius,
aot satisfied with these marks of favor, formed a design against
his father’s life, in which he engaged fifty of his brothers. A
day was fixed by these unnatural children for the complstion
of their scheme, but the thing having been related to the old
king, he caused them to be arrested as they entered his cham-
ber with the instruments of death in their hands. ‘They were
all executed as they deserved. Ochus, the third legitimate
son, then begen te entertain ambitious thoughts for himself.
By assassinating one brother, and threatening another into
suicide, he removed the obstacles which stood between him and
the throne, and broke his father’s heart. Arlaxerxes sunk to
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the tomb overwhelmed by repeated afflictions. He reigned
44 years.

B. C. 360. Ochus.

Ochus desired distinction, and he gained it. Of all the
monarchs that had ever disgraced a throne by violence
and cruelty, he takes the pre-eminence. The vices of his pre-
decessors shrank into insignificance, when compared with the
absolute deformities of his character, so that it might be said
of him in the words of Scripture, “ There was none like unto
Ochus who sold himself to work wickedness.” To rid him-
self atonce of all fear of his family, he put every member to
death, without regard to age, sex, or tender entreaty. He
caused his own sister, Ocha, to be buried alive, though her
daughter was his queen. He shut up an uncle with one
hundred children and grand children in a court of the palace,
and ordered them to be shot to death with arrows, merely be-
cause thé young princes were held in high estimation. He
treated all who gave him cause for uneasiness throughout the
empire, with the same barbarity, and filled every province of
Persia with lamentation.

His only expedition of importance, was against Egypt,
which he invaded with ¢complete SUcEass: ~Aftor bis rotarn he
- wbandoned miself to his pleasures, leaving the affairs of his
kingdom to be administered by Mentor the Rhodian, and Ba-

his eunuch, an Egyptian. Not contented with having
ggmﬁaﬂﬂed the cities, pillaged the houses and temples of
Egypt, he carried away the archives of the nation, which the
priests had so long preserved with pious veneration. In addi-
tion to his impiety, he had caused the god Apis to be served
up at dinner for his household, and had even gone so far as to
compel Bagoas to eat of it. This the outraged Egyptian
never forgave, and it is said that Ochus died by poison admin-
istered by his hand. Nor did this satisfy his revenge. He
caused another body to be interred instead of the king’s, and
cutting up the flesh of Ochus in small pieces, fed it to cats,
and fashioned his bones into handles for knives and swords, the
proper emblems of cruelty, B. C. 338.

Trace Ochus from Susa to Egypt.

When Bagoas had thus disposed of Ochus, he placed Arses,
the youngest son of the king, upon the throne ; but not finding
in bim so convenient a too] as he had anticipated, he caused
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him to be assassinated, and bestowed the crown upon Darius
Codomanus, one of the surviving descendants of that uncle
whom Ochus had massacred. The Persian Empire was now
tottering to its fall. The “arms of silver” had become ener-
vated by luxury, and their strength had departed ; ¢ the ram”
had ceased “to push westward and northward and southward,”
and quietly reposed ¢ beside the river,” while the “he goat”
was preparing to attack him.
rallof B. C. 836. It was two hundred years from the time
Persia. when the whole eastern world bowed to the yoke of
Cyrus the Great, that Darius Codomanus; clothed himself in
the robe of that mighty conqueror, and attempted to sway the
imperial sceptre over revolted provinces and effeminate sub-
jects. In the same year Darius and Alewander began to
reign, the one in the east, the other in the west. Darius had
scarcely time to discover that Bagoas was plotting against his
life, and to bring that wiclked person to punishment, when news
was brought to him that Alexander had invaded his do-
minions. It was not till after the baitle of Granicus had been
fought, that the ill-disciplined forces of the empire were col-
lected to attend their monarch in his march to repulse the
CGireel. In thebattleof Iisuey Dariuswes first defeated, and com-
pelled to flee with great precipitation. "IT'wo—yesaw-aftar, ina
second battle at Arbela, he was again utterly defeated. His in-
tention then was, to pass through Media,laying waste the country
ashe went, till he found refuge the other side of the Oxus ; whers
he supposed the conqueror would leave him unmolested, but his
plan wasdefeated by one of his own satraps, who dethroned him,
and carried him off'a close prisoner to Bactria. - Alexander pur-
sued him, and finding espape impossible, the treacherous satraps
stabbed their king in several places, and left him by the road-
side weltering in his blood. He was indebted to a Macedo-
nian soldier for the last draught of water, and expired, com-
mitting his body to the conqueror, B. C. 830.

By the subjugation of all the eastern world to Alexander,
Persia. became o Greclan province.

Reod Dan. viii, 2—7, 20, 21.

Trace Darins from Susa to Cilicia.

‘Through Madia to Bactrin,
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Menian Dywasty.

Xerxes the Great.
Artaxerxes Longimanus,
Xerxes I1. reigned 45 days.
Sogdianus reigned 195 days.

[17]  Darius Codomanus.

Persia becomes a Grecian province.
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Greece, commencing with its settlement by the children of
Javan, about 2000 B. C., and ending with its subjugation by
the Romans, 146 B. C., continued nearly two millenniums.

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

We have contemplated the “Head of gold”” and “Arms
of silver,” deseribed in Nebuchadnezzar’s image ; we come
now to the “Body of brass,” which comprises a far more inter-
esting and instructive portion of history. Assyria and Persia
were empires ruled by despots, and dependent in a great mea-
sure for their prosperity upon the individual character of the
king ; consequently the history of the monarch became the
history of the nation. A striking deviation from this order
will be observed in the following pages. Greece was a Re-
public. It was settled at different times, in different places,
by adventurers from different countries. The laws of the
different states were not the same; yet a common bond of
brotherhood, and a common hatred of tyranny, led them to
unite in repelling every foreign invader, and gave them at one
time the dominion of the world. ,

The importance of a ¢ geographical knowledge of history”
cannot be too deeply impressed upon the mind of the student ;
it is, therefore, earnestly requested that every pupil become
perfectly familiar with the situation of the different states upon
the subjoined map, and also with the relative position of Greece
on the maps in general use. _

. Though Greece at fifst possessed only a very small extent
of territory, yet the advantages of its natural position were
very great. It was in the centre of the most cultivated por-
tions of three quarters of the world ; its extensive coasts were
indented with numerous bays, and furnished with commodiouns
harbors ; it was watered in every direction by an infinite
number of small streams, which, rising in the lofty hills,
flowed through fertile vales, and imparted a delicious coolness
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to & climate naturally warmer than that of any other part of
Europe. - Its superficial content was 20,600 square miles ; not
half as large as the territory of New England; yet within
this limited space were twenty rival states, which for a long
period bade defiance to the world, and perished oly when
they turned their arms upon one another. A six-pence, laid
upon the southern part of Turkey in Europe, as-delineated
upon the common maps, would cover all the territory of
Greece Proper, and Macedonia beside; yot.here stood the
beautiful city of Athens; here were the vales and-groves of
Arcadia ; here the bloody fields of Marathon and Plated ; here
was ¢ High Olympus,” with his neighboring eminences, Pe-
lion and Ossa; here was lofty Parnassus, sheltering the
famous temple of-Delphi ; here were the classic waters of
Helicon, and the Castalian fount; here all those woods, and
vales, and streams, made sacred by the visits of the gods
themselves. Here too, lived and flourished the wisest philoso-
phers, the mightiest heroes, and the most renowned statesmen
the world ever saw ; and to this comparatively insignificant
spot, sculpture, painting, poetry, and music, lent their magic
powers fo such a degree, that to this day, the models of the
Grecian school are imitated, but not surpassed

. Geography.

‘We will consider Greece under four divisions.” }

IL—Illyria, Macedonia and Thrace were not reckoned a
part of Greece until about the time of Alexander. .

II.-——Northern Greece had Thessaly on the east and Epirus
on the west. )

1. Thessaly, afterwards so celebratéd for its cavalry, con-
tained Mts. Ossa and Olympus, separated by the delicious
vale of Tempe, through which flowed the magnificent river
Pencus. Here also: was the Flain of Pharsalia, where three
very important battles were fought.

2. Epirus contained the oracle of Jupiter at Dodona.

II1.—Of Ceniral Greece or Hellas, 8, 4, 5,6, were very
little celebrated.

7. Phocis conitained the oracle of Delphi, the city of Crissa,
and Mt. Parnassus.

8. East Locris contained Thermopyle, which is thus de-
seribed : ¢ At Thermopyle, o steep and inaccessible mountain
rises on the west, and on the east side are the sea and the
marshes. The road is fifty feet wide, but in the narrowest
part there is room o:):ly for one cairiage.” t
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9. Eubcea separated {rom Beotia by the nerrow strait of
Euripus, had one city, Eretria, which took an active part in
the Persian wars.

10. Beotia was a large plain shut in by-mountains. Beside
Thebes, the capital, it contained Platea; Leuctra, and Chero-
neie, places which will often be mentioned in the course of
this history. ‘

11. Attica was sixty-three miles long and twenty-five broad.
Its only city was Athens; Marathon, Eleusis, &c., were
only villages.

12. Megara was a Dorian colony, subject to Attica.

IV.—Peloponnesus. 13. Corinth was in every body’s
way. Itwas the key of Southern Greece, and the hostile armies
which passed from Hellas into the Peloponnesus, frequently
laid it waste. The citadel of Corinth, Acro-Corinthus, was a
lofty rock, clearly visible from Athens, a distance of forty miles.

. 14. Bicyon, the capital of Sicyonia, was the oldest settled
town in Greece.

15. Achaia was never much distinguished, till after the
death of Alexander, when its twelve cities united to resist the
power of Macedon, and were for a time the sole defenders of
Grecian liberty.

16. Elis was the Holy Land of Greece. No wars were
allowed to vielate this sacred soil ; armies in passing through
it were deprived of their weapons., Here was.the temple
of Olympian Jove, and here all the descendants of Hellen
met once in four years to celebrate the Olympic games.

17. Arcadia was the country of hills and valleys, of flocks
and herds. The Arcadians were equally ready to fight for
freedom and for money, and generally enlisted on the side
which furnished the best pay.

18. Argolis took the lead of all the states in the Trojan
war, and never after.

19. Lacounia was the ancient name of Lacedemonia, the
capital of which was Sparta. The Spartans laid waste and
subdued

20, Messenia, very early in the history of Greece.*

Mythology.
The religious beliefs and observanes of the Greeks, consti-
tuting their mythology, are intimately connected with the fa-

* The teacher is requested to give out the numbers, and permit the pupil
with his eyes fixed upon the map, to describe the statas. pert Pt
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bulous and poetieal portion of their history. The origin of
Grecian religion has been differently stated by difierent histo-
rians ; some asserting that it came from Egypt; others that
Phenicia was its parent; while others bid us search in Crete
and Samothracia for the authors of those fables which peo-.
pled “Old Olympus” with all the deities of the Pantheon.
These fables, whether invented by the natives or introduced
by foreigners, were spread throughout Greece in the form of
traditions, till the poets collected and arranged them into one
uniform system, which the beanty of their verses caused to be
universally adopted.

According to this system, the beginuing of all things was
Chaos—a _heterogeneous mass, containing all the seeds of
nature. Hesiod says, “Chaos was first;”’ then came into
being “ broad-breasted Earth, the gloomy Tartarus,and Love.”
The progeny of Chaos were Nox, Erebus, Day and Ether.
Coelum, Heaven, and Terra, the Earth, were the parents
of Saturn, the oldest of the gods, but he, having the Titans
for brothers, obtained the kingdom only by an agreement
to destroy all his offspring. This promise he fulfilled tjll
Rhea, his wife, contrived to hide Jupiter, Neptune and
Pluto, which becoming known to the Titans, they cast Sa-
turn into prison. Jupiter, meanwhile, was reared in the
isle of Crete, rocked by Adrastea in a golden cradle, fed
with ambrosia brought by pigeons from the streams of Ocean,
and nectar, which an eagle drew each day with his beak
from a rock. When Jupiter had grown up to manhood
he overcame the Titans and restored Saturn to his throne ; but
he afterwards quarreled with his father and chased him into
Ttaly, where the banished god spent his time in civilizing the
rude inhabitants. He brought them into such a state of
blessedness, that this period was ever afterwards called the
Golden Age. He was represented in pictures asan old man
with a scythe in one hand, and a child which he was about to
devour, in the other. Aecording to a more rational account,
Saturn is but another name for Time. Days, Months, and
Years, are the children of Time, which he continually de-
vours and produces anew, even as Saturn is fapled to have
destroyed his own offspring.

After Saturn had been driven into exile, his three sons di-
vided the universe among themselves. Jupiter became sove-
reign of the heavens and earth. Neptune obtained the em-
pire of the sea, and Pluto received the sceptre of the infernal
regions.
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Jupiter, however, was soon disturbed in his dominions by
the offspring of Titan, a race of terrible giants, who by piling
Pelion upon Ossa, attempted to ascend to heaven and pluck
him from his throne. The gods, in great alarm fled from Mt.
Olympus to Egypt, where they sheltered themselves under
the forms of various animals. ~Jupiter finally overcame his
enemies, including the huge Typhon, whom he buried beneath
Etna, where he heaves the lofty mountain with his groaning
sides, and vomits flames tothis day. Jupiter was always rep-
resented as sitting on a throne of ivory and gold, holding the
thunderbolts in his right hand, and a sceptre of cypress in the
other, with an eagle standing by his side, »

He took in marriage his sister Juno, a beautiful, but ill-tem-
pered goddess, who kept the ‘ (ather of gods and king eof
men,” aliitle in awe of her tongue, which did not always deal
in the -gentlest epithets. She was delineated as riding in a
chariot drawn by peacocks, with a sceptre in her hand, and a
crown of roses and lilies upon her head.

Nine of the principal deities were considered as the children
of Jupiter. Apollo was the god of music, poetr'y, painting, and

- medicine. He was represented as a beautiful young man,
with a bow in his hand, and a quiver of arrows at his back.
At the banquet of the gods on Olympus, Apollo played on
his lyre, while the Muses sang. When he resolved to choose
the site of his first temple, he traversed Greece till he came to
Crissa, a quiet sequestered spot, sheltered by Mt. Parnassus,
where he slew the monstrous serpent, Python, and set about
erecting a temple ; whence the place was called Pytho,

Mars, the god of war, was represented as driving furiousty
along, in a chariot drawn' by Fear and Terror, in the form of
foaming steeds, with Discord running before him, in tattered
garments, and Anger and Clamor following close behind.

Bacchus, the god of revels and revelers, is too well known,
with his red eyes and bloated face, to need a description here.

Mercury was the messenger of the gods, and of Jupiter es-
pecially. He wasthe god of speech, of eloquence ; the pa-
tron of merchants and of dishonest men, particularly thieves.
He presided over high-ways and cross-ways, guided travelers
through by-ways, and conducted the souls of the dead to the
world below. ~ In token of his office he was painted with
wings upon his hat and upon his heels, with a rod called ca-
duceus in his hand, which Apollo gave him in exchange for
the Lyre. Square blocks of granite surmounted with his
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he:d., standing at the crossing of streets, Wazelcolld statieoaf

rmE. 30 333733 39 .

Minerva was the goddess both of wisdom and of Wi, and
was fabled to have sprung, all armed add Geibped, feomMha -
head of Jupiter. The spindle and theiﬁntgtg}aw&é Kérinven-:
tion, and the solemn owl her emblem. She superintended the
building of the ship Argo, and taught Epeus how to frame the
wooden horse. Athena, her Greek name, was given to
Athens. Another name of hers was Pallas. 'The Palladium,
her image, fell down from heaven into the city of Troy.
When the Grecians besieged that place, they found it could
never be taken while the Palladium remained in it. Ulysses
and Diomedes crept into the city, through the sewers, and
stole the precious protection, after which Troy was captured.

Venus was the goddess of beauty and of love. 'The three
graces danced around her, and the mischievous little Cupid
played at her feet: She sprung from the froth of the sea, and
was laid like a pear], in a shell, instead of a cradle. The
rose-colored shallop, with its precious freight, was wafted by
Zephyrus to the island of Cyprus, where the gold-filleted Sea-
sons received her, clothed her in immortal garments, adorned
her with every ornament which could add to her beauty, and
took her to the abode of the gods, every one of whom admired
and loved her, and desired to- espouse her ; she finally fell to
the lot of Vulcan,

Vulean, attended by his grisly one-eyed Cyclops, was rep-
resented as a blacksmith, forging thunderbolts for Jupiter. = It
was said that the first woman was fashioned by his hamrmer,
and that every god gave her some present, whence she was
called Pandora ; and that Jupiter, to be revenged upen Prome-
theus, who stole fire from heaven to animate the man he had
formed, sent Pandora to him with a sealed box. When the
precious casket was opened, all sorts of evils and diseases flew
out of it, and nothing but Hope was left at the bottom.

Aurora, the goddess of the morning, was represented clothed
in a.saffron-colored robe, coming out of a golden palace, and
throwing back a flowing veil, as she opened with rosy fingers
the gates of day, for the fiery steeds of Apollo, She wes the
mother of the winds, and wept the-dew from her eyes in liquid

earls: '
P The Muses were nine beautiful goddesses, who presided
over musicians, orators, historians, poets, &c. o
Neptune, the god of the ocean, was drawn by dolphing, in
g%

1 485620
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bis seallopehellsehnyiot, over the foaming waves. His hair was
lglsi:& as:'tmlzidmkg'm st:)rm, and his eyes asblueas the peaceful

s&d. * “An ‘#8%ufd méntle floated from his shouldeer; : mc:il‘me
», e hahal? 43 rident, and with the other clasp is wife,
'@zg%‘lnjrf f‘ﬂ%{hfs son and trumpeter, attended his father.
Frowning, he seemed his crooked shell to sound,

) And at the blast, the billows danced around,

Beside the celestial and terresirial deities, of which, nota
tithe have been enumeraled, the infernal gods were often
quoted. - According to Grecian fables, the passage which led
to the .infernal regions, was a wide and dark cave, opening
upon a stagnant lake calted Avernus. Four rivers were to be
passed by the dead, the most celebrated of which was the
Styx. Chagon, the ferryman of hell, received the souls of the
buried dead, (those of the unburied being compelled to wander
one hundred years about those gloomy shores,) and rowed
them over to, the palace of Pluto. The gate of this palace
was guarded by a three-headed dog, Cerberus, whose body
was.covered with snakes, instead of hair. After bribing this
ferocious keeper by the.present of a cake, they entered to the
presence of thesovereign of the infernal regions. This was
Pluto, the brother of Jupiter, who sat upon an ebon throne,
holding in his hand the key of “death and Hades.” By his
side sat Proserpine, the daughter of Ceres, who became his
wife in the following manner: When all the goddesses had
refused to marry Pluto, he seated himself in his chariot of
darkness, which rendered him invisible, and suddenly emerged
froma cave in Sicily, near which some beautiful nymphs were
gathering white daffodils. He seized Proserpine, and sank with
her into the earth. Ceves, alarmed at -the absence of her
daughter, lighted a torch at the flames of Etna, and wandered
up and down the earth in search of her. She found her at
lest in the infernal regions, the bride of Pluto, "\’

The tribuna1 A1 persons received their deaths, impartially, from.
of thedead. the Fates. Then their condemation, impartially
from the three Judges. And afterwards, their punishment,
impartially, from the three Furies, . .

The Fates, three sisters who ordered the Past, the Present,
and the Future, were censtantly employed in spinning the
thread of life. Lachesis turned the wheel, Clotho drew out
the thread, and Atropos cut it off with the fatal scissors.

The three judges,Minos, Rhadamanthus, and Eacus, were
the sensof Jupiter,
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The three tormenting Furies were monsters with the faces
of women. Grief, Terror, and Madness, were their’ insepa-
ra.ble followers ; in one hand they. held a lighted torch, while
with the other they scourged the souls of the lost throughout
all the gloomy caverns of hell. ‘Beside the furies, these- mel-
ancholy regions were peopled with Harpies, Sphinxes, Gor-
gons, “ and chimeras dire,” presenting every disgusting ap-
pearance, and every terrible form of punishment.

Fysian _Lhere was a place in the. province of Pluto, called
geids.  Elysium, where all the souls of the good, after being

purged from their light offences, were permitted to take up
their abode. :

% The few who're cleinsed, to those abodes repair,

And breathe in ample fields the soft Elysian air;.

From holy rites performed, they take their way,

‘Whers long extended plains of pleasure lay.

The fields are verdant, and with heaven may vie,

‘With ether vested, and a purplé sky.

The bliseful seats of happy souls be}ow,

Stars of their own, and their own sun they know.”

After years spent in these delightful retreats, the souls of
the blessed were instructed to drink of the river Lethe, which
washed away all remembrance of the past, and then they re-
turned to earth again, to inhabit other bodies.

The Greeks had also a class of demi-gods, who had human
bodies, sacred minds, and celestial souls, and were sent into
the world for the benefit of mankind. Among these were
Hercules, who performed several mighty exploits; one of
which was the rending assunder of Speip, and Africa, thus
permitting the strait of Gibraltar to flow between two rocks,
called the pillars of Hercules ; Jason, who headed the Argo-
nautic expedition ; Esculapius, the god of medicine ; Orpheus,
Achilles, Ulysses and many others, which it would be impos-
sible to notice in the limits of this'wark.

Beside all these gods, a species of imaginary beings filled
every corner, both of the earth and sea. Every mountain
had its Oreads, the woods and vales were peopled with Dryads,
the sea was furnished with Tritons and Nereids, and every
fountain rejoiced in iis gnardian Naiad. .

To the -Greeks, the thunder was the voice of Jupiter;
the soft breeze of summer, was the wing of Eolus; the
echo of the forest was the pensive whisper of a goddess, and
the murmur of the streamlet was the tome of a presiding
deity. In short, whatever sound or sight eharmed thei? fancy,

A
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was ascribed-to the agency of unseen, but beautiful and im-
mortal beings. .
Effect of Grecian _ 1t Will readily be inferred, that areligion so

‘Mythology. - interwoven with all that was lovely in nature,
and all that was poetic in imagination, must have exércised a
powerful influence upon the character of the people. The
Greek honored his deity as his friend ; and to defend Ais ter-
ple, was a more sacred duty than to protect his own fireside.
To paint the ideal beauty of Venus, to make the marble per-
sonate the lofty purity of Minerva, or the dread majesty of
Jupiter, employed all the genius of the painter and the sculp-
tor. To sing the combat of the gods with the giants ; to charm
the listeners at the Olymple games, with the loves of Olym-
pian Jove ;to recount the exploits of the heroes before the
walls of Troy ; to magnify the strength of Hercules, and the
address of Theseus ; awakened the imagination, and gave
wings to the genius of the poet and historian ; hence it is that
Greece stands. proudly pre-eminent as the birth-place of the
sciences, and the cradle of the fine arts.

Till the time of Homer, the Greeks, like other savages, wor-
shiped in the open air, in sacred groves, or in temples rudely
constructed for the purpose. The priest-hood was limited to
no particular family or class, and oftentimes, distinguished
generals or magistrates assisted in the most solemn rites.

In the marriage ceremony, the bride was conducted in the
evening from her father’s house to her husband’s, seated in a
chariot, between the bridegroom and her most intimate friend.
Torches were carried before them, and a nuptial song was
chanted by the way. Before the door of the dwelling, the
axletree of the carringe was broken, to signify that she was
never to return to her father’s house. : .

At the death of friends, the Giregks abstained from all ban-
quets and entertainments ; they tore or cut off* their hair, they
rolled in the dust, and covered their heads with ashes. Before
the interment, a piece of money was put into the mouth of
the deceased, which was considered as Charon’s fare for
wafting the soul over the infernal river. The corpse was
likewise furnished with a cake of honey and flour, designed to
appease the fury of Cerberus, and procure the ghost a safe
and easy entrance to the realms of Pluto. In the early ages,
it was customary to lay the dead in ‘the ground, but burning
afterwards became ‘the' commori practise. - The pile was
lighted by the nearest relative, ond while it was consuming,
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the friends stood by, pouring out libations, and calling upon
the departed soul. Then followed feasts, at which all the
guests appeared crowned, and employed the time in lauding
the deceased, so far as was consistent with truth ; for it was
esteemed a great disgrace to Zie upon such an occasion.

The most powerful engines of Grecian polity, were the
mysteries and oracles. 1In every state of the Republic, there
were certain ceremonies of a secret religion, over which the
solemn veil of mystery was thrown. The sacred rites of
Ceres, and the oracular responses from the dismal cave of
Trophonius, the venerable oak of Dodona, and the inspiring
vapor of Delphi, exerecised over the enthusiastic minds of the
inhabitants, & power which designing men seized upon to
further their own ambitious views.

Description _ 1 e oracle that gained the highest reputation, was

of Deiphi. that of Delphi. On the southern side of Mt. Parnassus,
not far from Crissa, the mountain crags formed a natural am-
phitheatre, in the midst of which a deep cavern discharged
from a narrow orifice, a vapor, powerfully affecting the brain
of thoseé who came within its influence. This, we are told,
was first brought into notice by a goatherd, whose goats,
browsing upon the brink, were thrown into convulsions ; upon
which, the man going to the spot and endeavoring to look into
the chasm, became agitated like one frantic.

The spot which produced such marvelous effects, became
the object of universal curiosity ; people came from all quar-
ters to inhale the inspiring fluid, and the incoherent words
uttered in the intoxication were considered prophesy. But the
function of the prophet became not a liitle dangerous, for
many through giddiness fell into the cave, and were lost. An
assembly of the neighboring inhabitants was therefore con-
vened, & priestess was appointed by public authority ; a frame,
resting upon three feet, called a tripod, was prepared, seated
upon which the Pythoness inhaled the maddening vapor, and
uttered incoherent sentences, which her attendants wrote down
as the resppnses of Apollo, A rude temple was built over the
cavern, priests were elected, ceremonies were prescribed, and
sacrifices were performed. Delphi, which was really near the
centre of Gresce, was reported to be the centre of the world,
No enterprise of imporiance was undertaken, without first
consulting this oracle ; to do which, it was necessary to pro-
pitiate the god by presents ; and as the priests had italivaysin
their power to-deny answers, to delay answers, or to give an-
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swers direct, dubious and unintelligible ; the applicants soon
came to understand the philosophy of magnificent donations.
In addition to these incentives to munificence, the names of
those who presented valuable gifts, were registered, and the
articles exhibited to visitors ; and thus interest and vanity com-
bined to adorn the temple, till it became “ One of the seven
wonders of the world.” These treasures were carefully
guarded ; the wealthy deposited their gold and jewels there for
safe keeping, and in this manner, Delphi finally became, also,
the great National Bank of Greece.
Trace Apollo from Olympus to Delphi, -

CHAPTER I 2100. Mary.
Greece settled by the sons of Ion or Javan.

Javan the son of Japheth was, according‘ to historians, the
progenitor of the Grecians.* His four sons, Elisa, Tarsis,
Chittim, and Dodanim, were supposed to have settled the coun-
try, and in them we recognize the heads of those tribes, which
afterwards became so renowned for arts and arms. Elis,
Elysian fields, and the river Elissus derived their names from
Elisa ; Chittire was the father of the Macedonians; and Do-
dona was but a change of Dodanim. In amalgamations, re-
volutions and migrations, the distinctive features of these
tribes were finally lost, and they came to be known under the
general appellation of ** The Pelasgi,” who were first noticed
s a-race of savages, living in caves, and clothing themselves
in the skins of wild beasts. They founded Sicyon, B. C. 2089.

Trace Javan from Babe] te Thessaly.

CHAPTER II. 2000. Hexay.

Cyelopio style of Architecture.

A rude and massive style of building, of which many spe-
cimens were found in Southern Greece, was ascribed to the
Pelasgi. -

CHAPTER III. 1900. FrancEs.

Argos founded, 1856.

Inachus, a Pelasgic leader, founded the city of Argos about
the middle of this century.
In what direction from Sicyon is Argoy ?
* See Frontispiece.
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CHAPTER IV. 1800. Awy.
The four Hellenic tribes.
At an uncertain, but very early date, an Asiatic people,
named “ Hellenes,” migrated to Greece, and intermingled with,
or expelled, the Pelasgi.

CHAPTER V. 1700. Louisa.
Corinth founded, B. C, 1616,
In 1616, Corinth was founded by Sisyphus,
‘Where is Corinth ?

CHAPTER VI 1600. Josepn.
Athens and Sparts, founded by Egyptians.

In 1550, Cecrops at the head of a colony from Egypt,
founded Athens, and introduced the rudiments of civilization
into Greece. In 1516, Sparta was founded by Lelex, also an
Egyptian. These colonists however, united with the original
inhabitants, and became so incorporated with them as to seem
one race.

Trace Cecrops from Egypt to Athens.

CHAPTER VIL 1500. Anw,
Amphi; ic Council instituted, Thehes founded by Cadmus.

The genealogy of the principal tribes may be understood
from the following diagram :

Deucalion, king of Thessaly.
Hellen. @ Amphictyon, founder of the Amphictyons

nom*Le,J 3 | Xuther. MEolus. 3 | Amehie-
Achaeus. |4 Ton. *

In very early times an assembly of deputies from the pro-
vinces had been in the habit of meeting to consult upon the
common interests of the confederacy, in the temple of Ceres,
near the pass of Thermopyle. Their constitution is not

* Mark the relation of the Dorians and Ionians.
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accurately known, but they seemed the guardians of religion,
rather than the representatives of a general government.
The code of laws by which their motions were governed, was
drawn up by Amphictyon, son of Deucalion. During this
century, the assembly began to meet semi-annually : at Del-
phi in the spring, and at "Thermopyle in the autumn.

They bound themselves by an oath to protect an Amphic-
tyonic city, and to defend the territories of the god; invoking
curses upon their land and their children, defeat and distress
in all enterprises and judicial coniroversies, in case they failed
to perform their oath.

n 1455, Cadmus, with a company of Phenicians, landed in
Beotia and founded Cadmeia, the citadel of Thebes, He is
snid to have hrought with him sixteen letters of the Greek
alphabet.

‘Where are Thermopyle and Delphi ?

Trace Cadmus from Tyre to Thebes.

CHAPTER VIII. 1400, Saranm.
Peloponnesus named from Pelops, king of Phrygia.

About 1350, B. C., Pelops, a Phrygian prince, seitled in
Southern Greece, married the daughter of one of the native
potentates, and became a man of so much consequence that
the country was named from him, Peloponnesus. Here fol-
lows the genealogy of his descendants :

Dardanus.

ﬂ Tros.

| 1| Tantalus, king of Phrygia. 2] Ilus
2| Pelops. “ Laomedon.

Plisthenes.

Priam, king of Troy.
YA gamemnon.

5
u Paris, ﬂ n Hector,

Tyndarus, king of Sparta.
Cenor| 212 | Pollux. A Helen. A Clytemneatra

n Menelaus,
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The genealogy of Helen, wife of Menelaus; and of Paris,
prince of Troy, may also be traced on the preceding page.

CHAPTER IX. 1300. Emwy.
The Argonautic Expedition,

According to the mythic legends so often quoted, Phryxus
and Helle, two children of a Beotian king, to avoid the perse-
cutions of their step-mother, escaped upon a winged ram which
had a fleece of gold. They intended to land in Colchis, where
their uncle lived ; but as they were passing the narrow strait
that divides Asia from Europe, Helle fell into the sea, which
was named from her, Hellespont.# Fhryzus arrived in safety
at Colchis. The ram died there ; and to recover his fleece,
Jason, a relative of Phryzus, with fifiy of the most renowned
warriors of the age, among whom were Castor and Pollux,
Hercules, Theseus and Laertes, undertook the Argonautic
expedition.

That & company sailed from the shores of Greece to the
eastern borders of the Euxine, during this century, is no doubt
a fact ; but what real purpose was veiled under the symbol of
the golden fleece, it is impossible to determine.

‘Trace the Argonauts from the coast of Beotia to Colchis.v" 7

CHAPTER X. 1200. MARGARET,

Trojan War. Return of the Heracleids.

Castor and Pollux having died in youth, and Clytemnestra
being married to Agamemnon, king of Argos, Tyndarus, king
of Sparta, locked for a successor in the husband of his Helen.}
The beauty of this princess, together with the throne, drew
numerous suitors from all parts of Greece, and Tyndarus
began to fear that in selecting a husband for his daughter, he
should surround her with enemies in the persons of her reject:
ed lovers; he therefore compelled them all to take an oath to
protect ber in possession of the object of her choice. Mene;
laus, brother of Agamemnon, was so fortunate as to win her
regard, and to him, Tyndarus consigned his daughter and his
throne. Not long after, Paris, son of Priam, king of Troy,
hesring of the charms-of Helen, made a voyage across the

*The Hellespont was- the strait through which the tides of the Fuxine
flowed into the Egesn, It was 60 miles long and, in some places, 3 brosd,

1 See page 100.
10
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Egean to see her. He was kindly recéived, and hospitably
entertained by Menelaus, who, during his stay, having. occa-
sion to visit Crete, left his wife to amuse his guest. Paris,
who was the most hesutiful man of his time, seized the oppor-
tunity to persuade the fickle queen of the superior happiness
to be enjoyed in his father’s court. When Menelaus returned,
he found his home deserted and pillaged of all its treasures ;
the perfidious guest who carried away his wife, having also loaded
the ship with the preciousthings of Sparta. Burning with the
desire of revenge, Menelaus surnmoned the former suitors of
his treacherous queen to fulfil their vow, and assist him in
burying -the dishonor of Greece beneath the ashes of Troy.
Agamemnon, the most powerful prince of the age, was
appointed to head the expedition. Under this leader all the
chieftains, with their followers, from the end of Peloponnesus
{0 the end of Thessaly, together with Idomeneus from Crete,
Ulysses from Ithaca, and other potentates from the islands,
assembled in Beotia, to embark- in their enterprise of ven-
geance. The fleet, consisting of 1200 open vessels, each
carrying from 50 to 120 men, had a prosperous voyage. The
Greeks landed upon the ocoast, and soon compelled zll the
descendants of Dardanus to take refuge within the walls of
Troy.
How zmy The siege became & blockade, and famine began
#l. ° to threaten the Trojans; but the besiegers were
themselves in little better condition. Supplies came slowly
from the far off shores of Greece, and finally they were
obliged to disperse in different directions 1o seek for susten-
ance. A band was sent over the Hellespont to cultivate the
Chersonesus, and Achilles is said to have plundered twenty-
three towns in marauding expeditions. The besieged also
made frequent sorties; Hector performed prodigies of valer,
and Homer represénts the gods themselves as mingling in the
strife, and vrging on the combatants. Thus the war was
‘protracted during ten years. ‘The Greeks at last had recourse
to stratagem. Pretending to abandon the siege, they formed
a wooden horse of vast size, as a present for Minerva ; and
making all preparations for returning home, embarked in their
ships and set sail, leaving & band of their bravest heroes within
the body of the horse. The Trojans, overjoyed to be rid of
PhEilj foes, tore down a part of the walls, and dragged the offer-
ing for Minerva within their city. That night was spent in
festivity through Troy. The guards were withdrawn ; the
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weary soldiers threw aside their arms ; and wine, amusement,
and repose ruled the hour. Meantime, the Grecian fieet drew
back to the shore ; the warriors disembarked, and silently
approached the devoted city ; the heroes in the wooden horse
sallied forth, opened the gates, and the Greeks entered. The
night which was begun in feasting and caroussl, ended in
conflagration and blood.

The destruction of Troy took place, B. C., 1184. Inde-
pendence and sovereignty never returned to the “land of
Priam;” it became a part of the kingdom of Lydia, and fol-
lowed the foriunes of the great empires.

Trace the Greeks from Beotia to Troy.

Consequences of _ But though the Greeks had extinguished the
this expedition. ffames of their resentment in the best blood of
Troy, they had little reason to glory in their revenge. Their
fleets were dispersed, and their vessels were wrecked on dan.
gerous ceasts. Many of their chiefs wandered through long
voyages, aid settled in foreign parts; some became pirates, and
made their homes among the islands of the Egean ; and of the
few who were so fortunate as to reach the shores of Greece,
but & very small number were able to wrest their thrones from
the usurpers who hag filled them during their absence. Cly-
temnestra, following the example of ber sister, had bestowed
her affections upon another, and Agﬂmemnon, on his return to
Argos, was assassinated, i

porian _ The remainder of this century was darkened by
invasion. clouds of domestic strife. The deseendants of Hercu-
Tes, havmﬁ been driven from Southern Gresce by the Pelopid
race, had dwelt in the mountainous region of Doris, now, Froﬁ-
ting by these commotions, they crossed the Corinthian Gulf, and
seized upon their former inheritance. In consequence of this
revolution, Elis, Messenia, Laconia, and many other states of
the Peloponnesus became Dorian ; the former inhabitants es-
caping to Asia Minor, or being reduced to g state of vassalage.

Trace the Heracleids from Thessaly and Doxis, to Peloponnesus,

CHAPTER XI 1100. Marx.
Codrus, last king of Athens.

The Heraclide, encouraged by their success in Southern
Greece, advanced up through the isthmus and fell upon Attica.
Codrus, at that time king, having been told that “ either the
state or the king must perish,” disguised himself as a peasont,
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went into the camp of the enemy, insulted one of the soldiers,

and was slain;.thus nobly devoting himself for his country. The

Heracleids were driven back into the Peloponnesus ; and Me-

don, son of Codrus, was made Archon instead of Hingof Athens.
Trace the Heracleids from Laconia to Attica.

CHAPTER XII. 1000. Hgexry.

Homer and Hesiod flourish.

‘Homer is accounted the most ancient writer, except Scrip-
ture historians. He was a blind old man, who lived in one of
the Ionian colonies of Asia Minor. Hesiod is supposed to have
been a shepherd, who fed his flocks by the side of Mt. Helicon.

CHAPTER XIII. 900. Frances.
Olympic Games instituted by Iphitus. Lyeurgus' Laws. -

Homer mentions certain games which were celebrated in
his time, but it seems they were only occasional meetings ; and
during the long troubles arising from the Dorian conquest, the
customs and ‘institutions of the Peloponnesians were so altered
and overthrown, that even the memory of the ancient games
was nearly lost. In this season of turbulence, Iphitus as-
cended the throne of Elis. Active and enterprising, but not
by inclination a warrior, he was anxious to find a remedy for’
the disorderly situation of his country. For this purpose he
sent a solemn embassy to Delphi, to inquire “ How the anger
of the gods, which threatened the total destruction of Pelo-
ponnesus, through endless hostilities among its people, might
be averted.” ‘The answer was, “The Olympic festival must
be restored ; for the neglect of that solemnity has brought on
the Greeks the indignation of the god fupiter, to whom it was
dedicated ; and of the hero Hercules, by whom it was insti-
tuted ; and a cessation of arms must immediately be pro-
claimed for all cities desirous of partaking in it.” This
reply of the god was promulgated throughout all Greece,
and Iphitus caused the armistice to be published. With the
approbation of the other Peloponnesians, it was ordained that
a festival, open to the whole Greek nation, should be held
at the temple of Jupiter, in the spacious plain of Olympis;
that it should be repeated at the termination of every fourth
year ; that it should consist of solemn sacrifices and games ;
and that whatever war might be in progress, a,cessation of
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arms should take place before, and continue long enough after
the festival, to allow all the Hellenic race to leave their homes,
attend the games, and return again in peace. .

Thus Elis became the Holy Land of Greece, and a reputa-
tion of sacredness attached itself to the whole Eleian people.
In the time of Iphitus the foot-race was the only game exhib-
ited ; afterwards, at different periods, wrestling, boxing, chariot-
racing, and horse-racing were added ; and when sculpture,
painting, poetry and music, began to give refinement to pleas-
ure, it was at the Olympic games that the artist exhibited -
specimens of his:skill, and the poet gained his proudest laurels.
A mart, or fair, was a patural consequence of a periodical
assembly of multitudes in one place. He,who had any thing
to sell, could find purchasers in this vast concourse ; he, who
had any thing splendid to exhibit in dress or equipage, could
attract admiring eyes in & plase where every thing that
augmented the glory of the Greeks was applauded ; and thus
it hapl})ened, that all the wealth, skill, and beauty of the nation
passed in. general review once in four years. This meeting
supplied the want of a common eapital ; matters of general
interest were here promulgated, treaties were signed, and
expeditions planned, which the strong national feeling, awak-
ened by this display of strength, tended greatly to facilitate.

‘Where was Olympia ?

ome The advantages .4nd grafifications of the Olympic
games. games excited the Greeks to establish similar festivals
in their own states. Three of these only, the Delphian, Isth-
mian, and Nemean, ever rose to any importance; and they
pever equalled the Olympic in celebrity and spléndor. The
Delphian were celebrated at Delphi, in honor of Apollo; the
Isthmian upon the Corinthian Isthmus, in honor of Neptune,
whose temple” there commanded a view of the sea; and the
Nemean in Argos, in honor ef Juno. They were held at
intervals of four years, each taking fts year between the
Olympic meetings, so that every summer there was a festival
eommon to all the Greek nation, with an armistice enabling all
who desired, to attend.
‘Where are the places here mentioned 7.

10%
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Clytemnestta. {5 r-l Agamemnon.

Aristodemus, one of the
Heracleids, B.C. 1100.

Eurysthones. | 2] [ ] Procles.

Argia.

Lycm!gus, the
great law-giver.

Archelaus, ﬂ B Charilaus.

The race of Orestes terminating in a daughter, Argia, she
was married to Aristodemus, one of the Heracleids, to whose
share Laconia fell in the general division of the Peloponnesus.
Aristoderus died soon after, and his twin sons, Eurysthenes
and Procles, shared the kingdom jointly. The government
thus formed a dyarchy. For seven generations the crown
descended in each line from father to son in unbroken succes-
sipn. Each king natarally had his own partisans, and hence
it is no matter of surprise, that after the lapse of two centu-
ries, faction and anarchy should have obtained possession of
the state.

Order and pesce had long been banished from Lacedemon
when Lycurgus, by the death of his brother, was put in pos-
session of the authority held by the line of Procles. He how-
ever resigned his newly-acquired dignity in favor of his
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infant nephew Charilaus, and to fit himself for a law-giver,
took what in those days was esteemed a long and perilous
journey into Crete, Egypt and Asia. In Crete he studied the
laws of Minos, and formed an intimacy with a poet of that
island, whom, when heé left for Egypt, he persuaded to pass
over into Sparta, and prepare the minds of the people by
popular poems, for these changes in government and manners
which he intended to introduce. From Egypt he journeyed
to Asia, where he found the poems of Homer; and observing
in them many moral sentences and much politieal wisdom, he
cl:loll?icted them in one body and transeribed them with his own
and..

The disorders of the state, meantime, increased (o such an
extent,-that the Lacedemonians sent frequent messengers to
entreat their regent to return home. When all things were
ready, he accepted the invitation, and entering the city of
Sparta amid the rejoicings of the people, immediately set him-
self to alter the whole frame of -the constitution.

B.C. 884, Lycurgus’ Laws.

Having strengthened his authority by the sanction of the
Delphic oracle, which declared that “The constitution he
should establish, would be the most excellent in the world,”
and having secured the aid of a numerous party among the
leading men who took up arms to support him, he procured
the enactment of a series of ordinances affecting the etvil and
military constitution of the commonwealth, the distribution of
property, the education of the citizens, and the rules of their
daily intercourse and domestic life, A senate was chosen, con-
sisting of experienced individuals, who gave to the government
e just equilibrium ; “The twenty-eight senators adhering to
the kings, whenever they saw the people too encroaching ; and
on the other hand, supporting the people, when the kings at-
tempted to make themselves absolute.”

The city was overstocked with indigent, indolent persons.
Lycurgus, to give them employment, and at the same time 2.
motive [or exertion, caused the whole territory of Laconia to
be divided in thirty-nine thousand parts, which were portioned
out to the inhabitants. After this, he attempted to divide the mo-
vables,* but here he found great difficulty ; the people strongly
objecting to the sacrifice of their goods. He therefore adopted

* Furniture.
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another methed, counter-working their avarice by a stratagen.
He stopped the currency of gold and silver, and substituted
jron money in its stead ; atthe same time, fixing the rate of
this new coin so. low, that to remove a sum equal to one hun-
dred dollars, a cart and oxen would be required. This iron
was good for nothing else, having been deprived of mallea-
bility, by being heated”and plunged into vinegar. Neither
would it pass among the other - states, so that the Spartans hed
no.means of purchasing any foreign or curious wares ; nor
did any merchant-ship unlade in their harbors. No sophists,
wandering fortune-tellers, or dealers in gold and silver trinkets
were found in that country, there being no money to tempt
them that way. Hence luxury, losing by degrees the means
which supported it, died away of itself. )

Another regulation was the institution of public tables,
where all the men were to eat in common of the same meat,
and of such kinds of it as were appointed by law. They were
not permitted to eat at home on any occasion, and they made
it a point to observe and reproach any one that seemed to lack
appelite, as effeminate, and weary of the common diet. About
fifteen persons formed the mess‘of one table, and each was re-
quired to bring, monthly, one bushel of wmeal, eight gallons of
wine, five pounds of cheese, and a little monsey to buy flesh
and fish ; but the food held in highest esteem, was *black
broth,” a kind of soup made of lentils. Children were intro-
duced at these tables, that they might learn sobriety, and listen
to discourses upon government. They were taught to joke
without scurrility, to sustain raillery with equanimity, for “It
was reckoned worthy a Lacedemonian to bear a jest.” When
they first entered the hall, the oldest man present pointed.to
the door, saying, ¢*Not a word spoken in this company goes
out there.”? *

Discipline of L0 render his institutions permanent; Lycurgus

the young.  caused them to be in-woven with the whole fabric
of society. From the earliest period of life, the discipline of
youth was stern and severe. Feehle and defective children
were thrown into a cave, and left to perish ; such, as upon a
public examination, were deemed sound and healthy, were
adopted as children of thestate, and committed to their mothers
for the period of infancy. At the age of seven, they were
tgken from their parents and educated at public expense. They
were enrolled in companies, and kept under the same order
and diseipline as a military band.
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The youth who showed most courage, was made cap-
tain ; and frequent skirmishes took place between rival par-
ties, which the old men encouraged by commendations. As
they advanced in age, their hair was cut very close, they were
forced to go bare-foot, and play, for the most part, quize naked.
They slept on. beds of reeds, gathered with their own hands,
and were allowed but a spare diet, that their ingenuity might
be caltivated to supply their wants. One of the ablest men
in the city was appointed inspector of the youth ; he gave the
command of each company to a young man who had been
two years out of the class of boys, and was therefore called
an Iren. - This Iren, then twenty years old, gave orders to
his inferiors, with all the dignity of a colonel. He called
upon them to serve him at his house; some he sent to get
wood, others to gather herbs, or to steal any eatable from the
common tables. Ingenuity in these little thefts was highly
honored, but detection insured disgrace. A boy, having
stolen -a fox, and hidden it under his garment, suffered the
creature to tear out his vitals, rather than encounter the sneers
of his companions. The Iren, reposing himself after sup-
per, used to order one of the boys to sing a song ; to another,
he put some question, such as “ Who is the best man in the
city ¥’ If the respondent hesitated in his answer, he was
considered a boy of slow parts, and he who gave a wrong an-
swer, had his thumb bitten by the Iren. The magistrates often
attended these little trials, and if the Iren were guilty of too
much severity or remissness, he himself suffered punishment,
after the boys were gone. ~

Short and pithy sentences became the style of Laconia.
Lycurgus himself, adopted and encouraged this manner of
discourse. The Spartans cultivated poetry and music, as
every thing else, in subserviency to a martial spirit. There
were three choirs in their festivals. The old men began,

“Once in battle, bold we shone ;"
the young men responded,

“Try us; our vigor is not gone;"”’
and the boys concluded,

“The palm remains for us ‘alons,”™

In war the severity of their discipline was relaxed ; the men
were permitted to comb their hair gracefully, and to study
elegance in their arms and apparel; but at home, the city
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was like ane great camp, where all had their stated allowance,
and knew their public charge, “ Each man concluding that he
was born, not for himself, but for his country.” hey were
aupressly forbidden to exercise any mechanic art or agriculi-
ral employment. 'The Helots, inhabitants of a small sea-port
town in Laconia, had been reduced to a state of servitude sore
years before, and upon them fell the burden of all the Iabor.
These slaves were treated with the greatest imhumanity.
They wore dog-skin bonnets, and sheep.skin vests ; they were
forbidden to learn any liberal art, and onee a day they re-
ceived a certain number of stripes, lest they should forget
their condition. Sometimes they were intoxicated and exposed
in the public' halls, to the ridicule of thie children, and when
there was danger of their becoming too numerous, the Spar-
tan youth werse instrucied to sally out in the night, and kill all
the Helots they met.

Endor  The last.act of Lycurgus was to sacrifice himself
Lycurgus. for the perpetuity of his work, Having assembled
all the Spartans, he told them that it was necessary to consult
the oracle upon an important subject ; then. taking an odth of
the kings, and senators, and people, to obey his laws till his
return, he bade farewell to his beloved Sparta, and bent his
steps toward the Delphi. When the last seal had been set to
his institutions by the oracle, which foretold that Sparta should
fourish as long as she adhered to them, he transmitted the
prediction to his fellow-citizens, and that they might never be
freed from their oath, determined to die in a foreign land. The
Bla.ce and manner of his death are veiled in obscurity. Both

elphi and Elis claimed his tomb. Sparta, faithful to her oath,
adhered to his institutions five centuries, and each year hon-
ored the law-giver as a god, with solemn sacrifices.

*Trace Lycurgus through all his travels.

CHAPTER XIV. 800. Awmv.
776, the first Olympiad. The first Messenian War.

In the year 776, B. €., Cormbus, having won the prize in
the Olympic games, bad his name inseribed in the gymna-
sium, and this period begrm the first Olympiad.* The prizes
in these games wete at first of.soms intrinsic value, but from
ithe 7th Olympiad, or twenty-eight years after the victory of
Coreebus, the only prize given was a garland of wild olive,

* Compare this with the era of Nahonassar, page 10.
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cut from a tree in_the sacred grove at Olympia, which was
said o have been brought by Hercules from the land of the
Hyperboreans. Palm leaves were at the same time placed in
the hands of the victors, and their names were proclaimed by
aherald. A victory at Olympia, being the highest honor a
Greek could obtain, conferred such glory on the republic to
which he belonged, that he was permitted to enter his native
city in triumph through a breach made in the walls for his
reception ; banquets were given to him by his friends, and
often an annuity was settled upen him by the state.
How long was one Olympiad ? * A, Four years.

In this century the office of Ephori was instituted at Sparta.
This court consisted of five members only, chosen annually
from among the people. “They were empowered to fine
whom they pleused, and exact immediate payment of the
fine.” They could suspend the functions of any other magis-
trates, and arrest and bring to trial even the kings. ,

The archonship of Athens which had hitherto been heredi-
tary in the family of Codrus, was in this century made
decennial.

Read article Codrus in Mary’s chapter.

B. C.743. First Messenian War.

The fizst trial the Lacedemonians had occasion to make of
their military discipline, was in a war with the Messenjans,
their western neighbors. A rich Messenian put out some
cattle under the care of herdsmen (his own slaves) to pasture,
by agreement, on the lands of a Lacedemonian. = The Lace-
demonian sold both cattle and herdsmen, pocketed the reward
of his iniquity, and pretended to the owner that they had been
carried off by pirates. One of the slaves however escaped
from his purchaser, returned to his master, and related the
whole affair. The injured Messenian sent his son to' demand
the money of the perfidious Lacedemonian, who added to his
enormities by mutgarin g the youth. ‘The father, full of grief
and indignation, went himself to Sparta and laid his complaint
before the kings and people. Finding no disposition in them
to grapt him redress, he returned to his own country and
avenged himself by murdering all the Lacedemontans he could
meet. These outrages resulted in a war, disastrous to Lace-
demon, and almost fatal o Messenja. Without any of those
formal declarations of war which the law of nations even then
required, the Lacedemonians prepared secretly for hostilities, -



Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County -
Historic Monographs Collection
112 GREECE.

and so extreme was their enmity that an oath was taken,
“That no length of time should weary them, and no misfortune
deter them, but they would prosecute the war and on mo
account return to their families till they had subdued Mes-
senia.” .
For nineteen long years the conflict raged with doubtfi
success ; if Messenia was depopulated, Sparta was in no better
situation, for all the men capable of bearing arms were exiles
by their oath, and Lacedemon was inhabited only by women.
But Spartan discipline and Spartan perseverence at length
prevailed. Ithome, the last strong hold of the wretched Mes-
senians, was besieged and taken, the garrison fled by sea, the
miserable multitude scatteved in various directions about the
country, and the Lacedemonians reduced them to a state of
servitude little better than that of the Helots, B. C. 724,

‘Where was Messenia ?

CHAPTER XV. 700. Louisa.

SBecond Messenian War. Draco’s Laws.

During forty years, Messenia remained in quiet subjection.
Another race were by this time grown up,ignorant of the com-
parative strength of themselves and their conquerors, and
filled with that irresistible spirit of liberty which animated
every Grecian breast. .Aristomenes, a noble youth, who traced
his origin to Hercules through a long line of kings, was the
instigator and leader of the revolt. ,Supported by allies from
Argos and Arcadia, he attacked a body of Lacedemonians, and
showed such skill and courage that the Messenians saluted
him king on the field of battle, a name which he, however,
declined in favor of that of general. To practice upon the
superstitious fears of the enemy, he entered Sparta, which had
neither walls nor watch, and hung against the Brazen House
(the temple-of Minerva) a shield, with an inseription declaring
that Aristomenes, from the spoils of Sparta, made'that offering
to the goddess. Alarmed lest their enemy should win the
favor of their protecting deity, the Spartans sent to consult the
oracle, and were directed to take an Athenian adviser. - The
Spartans were little pleased with this response, the jealousy
between the Dorisns and Jonians being already rife, and the
Athenians were little disposed to aid in the subjugation of the
brave Messenians ; but the embassy was sent for the. required
leader, and the Athenians, fearing to offend the god, complied
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in sach a manner as they thought would render compliance
useless. They sent to the Spartans, Tyrtzus, a lame school-
master and poet, who, notwithstanding . his disabilities, proved
more serviceable than they designed. By his poetry he roused
the drooping spirits of the Spartans, and persuaded them to
enlist a band of Helots among their soldiers. Though Aris-
tomenes continually harassed them with incursions, yet it was
not till the third year of the'war that the contending parties
came to any decisive engagement. ’

In the great battle of the Trenches, the Messenians were
betrayed by the king of the Arcadians, and Aristomenes escap-
ing with & scanty remnant of his forces; was obliged' to give
up the defence of his country and concentrate his rexaining
strength atIra, a strong hold near the sea. Making this place
his head quarters he sallied out upon the enemy and carried
off prey or prisoners, till at last falling in with a body of
Lacedemonians under both their kings, he was taken with
about fifty of his band. : ‘

How Aristomenes L hey were tried as rebels and sentenced to

escaped. be thrown into a deep and dark cave, used for
the punishment of the worst criminals. Aristomenes was
saved as if by a miracle. His shield, which he had been
allowed to retain in compliment to his valor, striking against
the sides of the cave, broke the violence of his fall, so that he
tumbled alive upon the dead bodies of -his companions.  After
the first feeling of gratitude for deliverance had subsided, his
heart sank at the prospect of a lingering- death in this horrid
charnel, peopled with the skeletons and putrid carcasses of
former eriminals. He retreated to the farthest corner, and
covering his ‘head with his cloak, laid down to wait for death.
On the third dey of this dreadful imprisonment he was startled
by a rustling noise. Rising and uncovering his eyes he per-
ceived by the glimmering light, a fox devouring the carcasses.
It immediately occurred to him that this animal must have
entered the cavern by another way than that by which he had
himself descended. ~Acting upon this suggestion, he seized the
fox with one hand, while with his cloak in the other he pre-
vented its biting him, and in this way followed it th’rough a
narrow bury till the passage became too strait for h]S'bOl:iy.
But here a peep of day-light renewed his courage, 'and setting
vigorously to work with his hands; he soon made’ an opening
large enough to creep through, and thus found himself once
more at liberty. His friends at Ira received him es one risen

11
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from the dead. The Spartans affected to disbeliove the story
of his re-appearance, but Aristomenes soon-proved to them
that he had lest nome of his valor by his sojown in the
cavern,

Fate of ra _ Through his untiring ingenuity and perseverance,
andthe Mes- the siege of Ira was protracted during eleven

ceniant:  vears,-and at last was taken only b%r treason. A
Spartan deserter, learning that an outpost of Ira had been
abandoned one stormy night, re-deserted to his conntrymen
with the intelligence. -Guided by the double-dyed traitor, the
Pacedemonians silently carried ladders to the defenceless point
and mounted unresisted. Th