' !
ADDRESS, 4

|
i 3 DELIVERED BEFORE THE

Outario HAgricultural Society, &
: . ‘ b
AT ITS SECOND ANNUAL MEETING, '\

OCTOBER 3, 1820;

£ .

= BY THE
Hon. GIDEON GRANGER,
PRESIDENT OF SAID SOCIETY.

—— (D —

PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE SOCIETT.

e (D C—
R "
g CANANDAIGUA: %/ !

Rr Printed by J. D. m qg'é
LOCAL B
IMPRINT > 3
Bemis g '%jz“\.
1820 I- .-. - _ ‘.; g\_qﬁ::' d ’ :

= . "h‘ \“ iy




T

9077 04084572

ADDRESS.

gl - —
GENTLEMEN OF THE SOCIETY—

WHILE we lament the death of Joun Nica-
orAs, Esq. our late President, and mingle oar sorrows
with those of his bereaved familg, it becomes us, with
humble gratitude, to adore that Power, who enables ‘us
to join in this celebration ; and to devise such further
measures as, with His blessing, may advance the pros-
perity and happiness of our people.

To me does not belong the duty of writing Mr.
Nicholas’ biography : But from his high rank in the
land of his fathers, from his eminent services in the
councils of the nation, from his ability and impartiality
in our tribunals of justice, from his unaffected piety and
religion, and from his course devoted to virtue and use-
fulness, it may reasonably be expected that some able
pen will record the acts of his Ife for the instruction
and improvement of the present and future Zenera-
tions.

A portion of the present time, justly styled ¢ the
Farmer’s oly-day,” cannot be more usefully spent than
in forminﬁ just estimate of our own and our country’s
situation ;*and in devising measures best calculated to
remove our embarrassments, and to advance the people
to the high destinies, which, with_the aid of - industry,
economy and judicious conduct, it is evident, from the
wisdom and freedom of our public institutions, from our

phical position and from the salubrity of our cli-
mate and fertility of our soil, were designed for us by
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the Almighty. Nor will it be less useful to recollec
the events which preceded our present condition.

On these subjects it is my duty to address you.—I
regret that the task was not assigned to some person,
better qualified by his pursuits in life, than I am, to
perform this service.

The revolution found, and left, us poor. It found,
and left, us without revenue. 1t found us without cred-
it: it left us with the little we had acquired utterly
prostrated. :

It found us with a limited commerce, shackled by all
the restrictions of colonial vassalage : it left us without
commerce, aud the only power with whom we had been
accustomed to trade, hostile in the extreme.

It found us without debt: it left us with the ex-
penses of eight years warfare with a nation then the
most powerful on earth, i

It found us Without national compact : it left us with.
a Congress whase powers were limited to recommen-

.. .
qund the citizens of the several distriets -unac-

namted with each other, and ignorant of their relative

s: and it left them with partial information,.ac-

adodast v .m

com Bd by all the sions  which 'églow‘and riv-

alship engender in the haman mind. ~ ¥inally—1It found
M and untrained fo arms: it left us a brave
nd warlike peeple ; determined to defend and preserve
the rights and liberties bestowed on us by the Creator.
A scene of distress ensued. The nation was inun-
dated with foreign manufactures, and her means of re-
mittance failed. The prices of the products of agricul-
ture, of our fisheries, of our forests and of our labour,
were below our present prices. The powers latel
belligerent, fatigued with bloodshed, contended eac{
with the otber, as is usually the case, with the plon%h,
the sickle, the jenney. the loom, and every other imple-
ment of industry. The commercial states, by imposts
and excises, relieved themselves, and cast their b!nlll'm:sns
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on the planting and farming states. The limited states
claimed of those of extended jurisdiction, portions of the
unsettled lands, secured by the war. State strove with
state in relation to charter limits ; and even ‘called to
the field opposing armies. A spirit of insubordination
existed among the thoughtless, whieh in some instances

roduced rebellion ; while despondency almost estab-

ished her empire over the minds of the intelligent. In
foreign countries our friends trembled, and our enemies
triumphed, at the prospect of the speedy destruction of
the Republic.

From these difficulties we were relieved by the adop-
tion of -our Constitution and the operations of Govern-
ment ; by a spirit of liberality in the large states, who
invested the nation with most of her extended domains ;
by amicable adjustments of the eontested charter lim-
its ; and by those convulsions and wars which for twen-
iy five years shook Europe to the center, impoverished
her and threatened to subvert all her ancient institutions.

Our merchants became her merchanis: they.sup-
plied her wants and vended her su fos.- ©

Our farmers fed her people and armies; and our
planters furnished the materials for a great portion of
their clothing. '

~ 'While the powers of Europe slaughtered each ethers
people and wasted her youth, our population increased
more than 4,600,000 souls. '

‘We acquired an immense capital beyond what eur
merchants ¢an employ, while other nations dissipated
theirs. = 3 - .

‘We gained by negotiation a country naturally equal
in value to France, while the warring nations, on the’
return of peace, retired within.their former limits.,

A thousand useful establishments arose : among oth-
ers, manufactures, based upon and supported by a capi-
tal-of from one hundred and twenty to one hundred and
fifty millions of dollars. L

n this period, our vessels employed in foreign com-
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merce, increased 500, our coasting vessels 360, and
our bay and river craft, 560 per cent.

Our average exports, when not checked by embar-

oes, non-intercourse and war, rose to 360, and includ-
ing those checks, to 300 per cent. per annum,—yet our
people increased only 1418 per cent. and even this exci-
ted the astonishment of the statesmen of Europe.

Evils usually follow in the train of unexampled
prosperity. Peace was restored to Europe, and two
millions of active subjects added to her productive la-
bor.

As soon as their first harvest removed the danger of
famine, our bread stuffs and meats were excluded her
markets—the colonial systems revived—our carrying
trade nearly annihilated—the nation deluged with for-
eign manufactures and other articles of commerce—and
an irresistible effort made to annihilate our manufactur-
ing establishments. - -

o effect this, foreign fabrics were sold below cost:
and duties, and if we may believe public report, an as-
sociation was formed in one foreign nation, and funds
raised by her wealthy subjects, to equalize the losses
that might arise by underselling to such extent, as to
drive American manufactores from our own markets.

This dangerous effort was successful : vast numbers
of our best and most active citizens were ruined ; our
work-shops closed ;' and one of the three great pillars
which support the American republic and people, un-
dermined and nearly prostrated.

The sufferings of our farmers equal (and collectively
taken; exceed) those of onr manufacturers.

Most of the present day are too young to recollect the
peace prices of 1773 and of 1789 and 1790; and a
series of prosperity has obliterated this knowledge gen-
erally, from the minds of those whose age might enable
them to embrace these periods.

The certainty of hl?h prices for our bread stuffs,
which the experience of years seemed to warrant, in.
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duced a boldness in contracting, a liberality in expen-
diture, and an inattention to every kind of farming, oth.
er than the culture of wheat, which in the opinion of
most, appear to indicate, under present circumstances,
the ruin of a great portion of our yeomanry.

I am not one of those who presage destruction.

It is true that many of our citizens are deeply in-
delsted. Nl :

~ Itis true that the products of our agriculture scarcely
command a living price.

- It is true that our inland situation at present, excludes
our grain from the Atlantic markets.

It is true that when Europe is at peace, the continu-
ance of which state is very doubtful, we cannot, in for-
eign markets, expect high prices for our bread-corn.—

e must provide home markets and introduce a wise
distribution of labour. - ;

It is no less true that we have reason to hope for a
cheap conveyance to the ocean by the Grand Canal,
whose benefits, when completed, no man has sufficient
len?lh and breadth of understanding to estimate ; and
its formation will furnish us important temporary relief.

It is no less true that many of. our yeomanry have
lately migrated into this country, and under any times
they have not had 3 -sufficient period to pay for their
farms ; indeed, when I reflect on the state of this conn-
l? I am more astonished at what has been done, than
alarmed at what remains to be performed.

And it is no less true that I-perceive, or think I per-
ceive, a redeeming spirit in this people, and a course of
measures which will remove our embarrassments. Nor
will T doubt that we shall have the. resolution to adopt
and practise them. _

e are to be relieved from our embarrassments :

By uneeasing industry, judiciously applied.

By -the practice of rigid economy; which is noé
meant to exclude the education of youth, alike essential
to their happiness and the public prosperity; or the



useful iniprovements of our farms and buildings ; or the
real, true, enjoyments of life.

By abstaining from the purchase of every thing un-
necessary, and of all foreign fabries; and supplying
our wants by barter and exchange of commodities, in-
stead of contracting for, or disbursing specie. = .

By taking the most vigorous and prudent measures
to obtain exoneration or security, where we are holden
for others ; and by avoiding all suretiship, except such
as reciprocity or humanity requires. I

By exercising a spirit of forbearance, each towards
the other, as far as our relative circumstances will pos-
gibly permit. In which case the debtors must ¢ ly
prevent the increase of their debts. Nothing will more
certainly ruin a farmer than the accumulation of inter-
est. DR -

By improving the quality and increasing the quanti
of our prI(;ductsg; and varying them as the demgda ;yf
the market require.

And by fostering and cherishinf home manufactures,
both in our factories and in our domicils severally, to
an extent 4t least equal to our consumption.

Agriculture, for the last fifty years, has. received
much attention in Europe. '

" England, France, Switzerland, Wirtemburg, and
some parts of Austria and of Spain, have experienced
the incalculable benefits to be derived from improve-
ments in this science.

In Germany, Denmark, and Sweden, it is publicly
taught in their Universities. But in the rest of the civ-
ilized world universities and professorships are estab-
lished to teach the dead lmgung:s, the art of tarninga
period, the fine sentences of Greek and Roman oratory,
the mode of calculating an eclipse; and the right of
destroying each other according to_the faws of nations,
as established by the nh'nnful. While those sciences
and arts on which depend the comforts and even the
existence of society, are wholly neglected, as unworthy
the attention of the wise and the learned.
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There is nothing taught in our higher schools which
directly contributes to give sustenance to our people, ex-
cept chemistry, which in a few instances has been late-
ly introdaced.

It is time to render what is mec<* necessary, at least
equally honorable ; and to blend in our institutions the
knowledge beneficial to all, with that which improves,
refines and polishes the few.

It is a truth, however derogatory to the character of
man, for wisdom and virtue, that the arts of destroying
life, and inflicting servitude and misery, have ever ap-
proached nearer towards perfection, than the arts which
sustain and render comfortable the human family : al-
though the neglect of the latter, was the cause of those
awful famines, which, at various times heretofore, have
gesolated whole nations. /

Yet, in all ages recorded in history, the cultivation of
the earth has more or less eu%a.ged the attention of
men : and nations have generally been powerful, re-
spected and happy, in proportion to the thriving or de-
caying state of their agriculture.

The banks of the Nile and the delta of Egypt, in the
days of her glory, were styled the garden oﬁ’lfe world.
Agriculture was neglected, and-the mother of science
and literature sunk into ignorance,poverty and barbarism.

Heretofore Spain, in consequence of the excellence of
her culture, was styled ¢ the land of golden fruits.”
When her agricalture languished, she decayed.

Good farming consists : In adapting our culture and
crops to the nmature of the soil : in- varying them from
year to year, so as not to exhaust, but on the contrnri
to improve it, being careful thatthe earth is keptas muc
as may be, sheltered from the summer sun by clever
and other es, and free from the vexations of the
ploygh, at least two in each five years. :

In a finished preparation for the crops, by causing
the earth to be ughly stirred and completely pul-
verized.

2
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 "In a judicious selection of seeds, which should be
taken from the best kind of the most thrifty plants, and
be perfectly free from shrinkage, smut, or the seeds of
any other plant; and in depositing them in the earth at
suitable times, and covering them from birds and ani.
mals.

The earlier in the fall the winter crop is sown the
better, and the summer crops should be committed to
the earth as early in the spring as the frosis and rains
will allow. _ .

In gathering the crops when ripe, or rather just be-
fore they have reached that state, by the hand or sickle,
and not by the cradle, which experience has shown oc-
casions a Joss of from 8 to 10 per cent.

In duly securing, threshing and cleaning them, and
preserving them from waste till a market offers.

It only remains to advert to their security while
growing.

However careless and negligent many of our people
may be on this subject, there is no one but knows, that
without good fences the husbandman has no reason to
expect a reward for his labour.

n some parts of the country the land is naturally
what is termed poor, and productive only to a very lim-
ited extent ; and instances occur where a soil naturall;

roductive, is rendered nearly steril, by improper til-
-lage.

‘aAs man requires rest, so does the earth ; but if treated
kindly, nature farnishes her sufficient in the winter.

Nor is this all: As man requires nourishment, so
does the earth.

It is therefore important to ascertain how lands nat-
urally steril, can be rendered productive. How lands
exhausted can be restored. And how those highly pro-
ductive can be preserved.

First—How can lands naturally steril be rendered
productive ?

Exclusive of minerals, the surface, or cultivatable
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portion of the globe, is composed of four different kinds
of earthy substance : :
1. Clay.
2. Lime.
3. Sand.
4. JMagnesia.

Bach of these, when unmixed with portions of the
othef, is absolutely steril : And the same is the charac-
ter of the substance Gypsum, by us improperly called
Plaster of Paris. ;

These substances, with a small mixture of the metals
and other minerals, aided by light, heat, water and air,
give life to, nourish and bring to maturity, all plants.

In all, the three first are found, and the whole five in
most.

They are all the food of plants, as much as bread,
meat and vegetables are the food of the human race.

It follows that what we call a fertile soil, is composed
in suitable proportions of these substances.

Hence nature herself points to the measures necessary
to ensure productiveness.

Is your land too sandy, cover it with clay and lime,
and aid them with gypsum, &ec. ; and so vary your pro-
cess according to the dominant.characteristic of the

und. .
* Our farmers can never adopt the niceties of the chem.-
ist in his laboratory ; and it is not desirable that the ex-
periments contemplated, should be of such extent as se-
riously to interfere with the due cultivation of the pro-
ductive parts of the farm.

But surely every farmer in the course of a year, with-
out any injury, can make a limited experiment, and from
the appearance of the soil and the productiveness in-
duced, in a little time practically ascertain what may
yet be wanted.

All other substances known by the name of manure,
will also aid in producing fertility.

Second—How can exhausted lands be restored ?
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By the use of manures ; by a mixture of earths,and &
free use of the plough and harrow, and of clover or
buckwheat, aided by-a reasonable and moderate use of
g%s'um.

he animal and vegetable kingdoms, alternately feed
on each other.

Plants in general support animal life, and all animals
in a state of decompesition constitute the richest ma-
nure, :
But our stables and barn yards furnish ‘what is our
principal reliance.

Manures should be kept free from the influence of
the sun and rain, and from any great fermentation.—
‘When applied to the land, they should be placed at a
moderate distance under the surface.

Lime is a very valuable manure on cold wet land,
and may there be libarally used.—1It is also of consid-
erable use on uplands—there it must be applied with
moderation.

Bat for agricultural purposes it is most valuable when
mixed with other manures, and with turf and loam, and
the decomposition of vegetable matter.—If used too
freely it will fire the Jand.

The same remarks apply to ashes, though from my
observations they must be used more sparingly.

A large azmntity of unleached ashes will Eestroy ve-
getation. They are likewise valuable in small quanti-
ties on a warm loamy soil. :

. Marle, which is easily known by its readiness to ef-
fervesee in any strong acid, vinegar, &c. may be used
with liberality, to great advantage.—It abounds in the
country, and is nothing more than clay united with lime
in a state of decomposition. 3%

All these manures are applied to the greatest advan-
tage in the fall.—Clover, buckwheat, corn and turnips, .
sown at their proper seasons, and ploughed in, greatly
fertilize the earth.

Third—How can lands highly productive, be pre-
served in that state?
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- Princlilgally by a rotation of crops.—The farmer,
who, confident of the strength of his soil, pushes his land
with the incessant use of the plough, and exposes it in:
mid-summer to the intense rays of the sun, will find,
in a little time, that he has lost more in the diminished
value of his freehold, than he has gained by the in-
creased quantity of his bread stuffs.. y g

Different plants require different kinds of food, in a
great measure. ;

They are composed of very different proportions of
the above mentioned earthy substances.

Hence the soil may be nearly exhausted of the food
for wheat,-corn and oats, and yet abound with the. prop-
er nourishment for roots, clover or the other grasses. .,

Maryland and Virginia, on the sea coast, pay no at-
tention to grasses, and, exclusive of the rich bottom
lands near the streams, their average crops of wheat or
corn are not more than seven bushels to the acre.

For the enriching of land, buckwheat ploughed in, is
most valuable. For covering the earth from the rays of
intense heat, and ameliorutinF the land, while it yields
an abundance of food for all domestic animals, clover
has the preference. Butthe seed is expensive; though
in my opinion the extraordinary operation of gypsum
upon this rplmt, more than counterbalances the extra
expense of the seed. : :

All the root crops are also valuable for this purpose :
and the object will be completed by applying to the
earth, every other year, five pecks of gypsum per acre,
and annually expending the manure which a prudent
farmer will save from the crops produced. _

. 'The value of our domestic animals, is fully acknowl-
edged at this time, and every inducement exists to im-
prove their breeds and increase their numbers.

" To effect the latter, an increased culture of clover is
necessary ; which, on a calculation of years, will also
increase the amount of your bread stuffs.

I cannot refrain from expressing my belief, that no
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part of this nation, north of the Susquehannah, is as
negligent in relation to this plant as the yeomanry of
this County ; and that when we sow, we do not bestow
one half of the necessary quantity of seed.

Clover seed is raised, either by sowing the crop on
the richest of land and taking off an early cutting of hay,
Jjust before the plant blossoms, or by feeding the ground
early, by animals which do not bite-close, four or five
weeks ; or by sowing light,. poor land, and neither
mowing or pasturing. In-the latter case, a much less
quantity of seed is necessary, as the plant will have the
whole seasen to spread and mature itself.

The most careful preservation of our timber and
wood lands, is essential to the value of our farms, and
the comfort of ourselves and posterity.

Every thing in nature is liable to destruction. Tem-
pests and fires may ially injure our forests; dis-
ease may get among them.

Many of our trees are of very slow growth, and some
of them rarely, if ever, produce a second crop.

If our buildings are destroyed, industry, aided by be-
nevolence, in a little time repairs the loss.—If our for-
esis are destroyed, the country must become desolate
and our estates ruin

Nothing is so painful to a man of experience and re.-
flection, as to see a young farmer, when he commences
an improvement, fall foul of his best timber and destroy
it in the onset. A little judgment would teach him that
if he would clean his other lands and preserve his tim-
ber, one acre of that, in a few years, would be worth
two of his best orcharding.

‘We have no stone for fences or other improvements,
exc‘:’:t such as may be dug from the bowels of the earth.

e have already a want of timber, and if our woods
are not carefully preserved and even improved, our
pmgaﬂy will necessarily sustain a material injury.

Id as France is, exclusive of her wastes and her
marshes, she preserves twenty-three acres of wood to
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ninety-three of cleared land.—~This is equal to 5700
acres on each six miles square, which it is believed will
exceed the proportion of wood belonging to the 250,000
acres of the best land around this place.—Yet from her
forests she cannot femce her lands, and most of her
crops are without enclosures.

( he perfection of society,is manifested, by giving just
and equal aid to all classedbE people, according to their
wants : by strengthening and sustaining the labourer,
and all. others in humble or moderate circumstances,
without oppressing the more forlunate: by cherishing
and sustaining in her own bosom, all the otcupations
.essential to the general or individual happiness: by
furnishing those aids which instruct mankind, and those
which lessen their labor, facilitate their operations, en-
sure a reward for their services, and advance their con-
ditions : and by a steady and imipartial administration
of justice by tribunals deciding between individuals, or
between government and an individual, and by govern-
ment herself, between the different sections and leading
interests of the nation. . e

It is essential to a nation to maintain the fhree great
interests of Agriculture, Manufactyres, and Commerce.
Without the last, the two first cannot profitably exist;
nor can commerce, in time of general peace, sustain her-
self without them.

The nation who buys more than she sells, is on the
high road to ruin : and the government which allows
either of those interests to languish, bas but a limited
claim on our confidence.

A nation is independent and safe, in proportion as
she balances within herself, all her own concerns. -

To sell largely and buy sparingly, is the way to ac-
quire wealth : but wealth itself is of secondary consid-
eration.

To merchants generally, it is of little moment, wheth-
er they deal in articles of their own, or of a foreign
country.—Bat as internal fraffic increases, freight, ex-
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cept coasting, lessens : and as our manufactures improve,
and people become wise, the use of India silks and mus-
lins will dwindle.

Therefore the ship holders and India merchants, and
all dependent upon them, have a clear interest in the
present state of things, which has closed the doors of
our factories ;—While every other class in the nation
bave, whether they feel it or not, a vital interest in the
restoration and advancement of manufactures.

No great and powerful nation, in modern days, ever
has existed, or can exist, without sustaining and foster-
ing manufhetures, as well as agriculture.

he reasons which influenced the mind, at the close
of the revolution, when we were a_ handful of people,
withont concert or capital, scattered over a large coun-

try, cannot now QW.

The practice of all enlightcned nations proves the
necessity of manufactures.

Russia fosters hers, by a total exclusion of more than
one hundred and seventy different kinds, by high duties
on articles admitted, and by premiums direct and indi-
rect.

A similar policy is established, with variations,
adapted to the state of each nation, by France, Germa-
ny and Prussia.

Spain formerly had the greatest manufacturing towns
in Europe.

Their decay, as well as that of her agriculture, in
most provinces, preceded her falling to a fourth rate

wer.

Portugal, under a wise administration, established
manufactures, and excluded the cloths of other coun-
tries.—In a few years she found her money remain at
home, and her strength and wealth greatly increased :
England decoyed her into a treaty which admitted Brit-
ish manufactures into her territory—her money vanish-
ed, her wealth and energy took wings and were gone—
gshe became and ever since has remained little more
than a British colony.
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England, . in early times, struggled near half a cen-
tury to establish her woollen factories and enable thém
to sustain themselves against the cloths of Flanders.
She has, for more than three centuries, by every art and
means in her power, supported every kind of manufac-
tures.

‘With a corresponding policy, she has, for a century
and an half, sustained her foreign commerce; and of late
years her agriculture. i

The consequences have been, that from being a mi-
nor power, four times subdued by foreign fleets and ar-
mies, she has been able to conquer Scotland and Ire-
land, and like Rome, incorporate them into the nation.
She has been able to maintain her standing as one of
the first nations on earth : to bid defiance to Europe and
hold at bay her confederated nations': and indirectly to
leﬂ contributions on most of the civilized world.

er-jedlousy of the increasing manufactures of all
other countries, as well as her efforts to destroy them,
are well known. One of her statesmen in parliament
lately avowed, ¢ that it was well worth while to incar
“ a loss on exportations to the United States, to stifle
% in the cradle their rising manufactures.”

The tnternal commerce of all mations, is infinitely
more important than their externil comméree.

There is an incessant exchange, purchase and sale
of commodities, which in a state of civilization, is of
vital consequence: An unceasing commerce between
individuals of the same country, which does not engage
the contemplation of a common observer, and yet con.
stitutes the life and safety of society. It is this com.
merce which we must in a pecaliar manper cherish. -

This can only be done by nourishing and sustaining
manufactures amongst us, together with all the arts
which furnish the necessaries, the comforts, and even
the elegancies of life. '

" For I hold it an undeniable truth, that if there be a
people who, practising indu;h-y; economy, prudence-and
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virtue, have the fairest claim to, and prospect of, the
highest enjoyments in life, they must be those who are
free, who have the benefits of their own labor, and sit
under their own vines and fig trees in safety.

England has an internal trade twelve times as great
as her external commerce. The foreign dealings of
France never equalled the eighteenth part of her home
sales and exchanges ; and if wisdom abides in this na-
tion, our internal negotiations will be quintupled.

The experience of ages and of nations, furnishes les-
sons of wisdom to statesmen and to people.

No nation ever enjoyed greater advantages to foster
and sustain an extensive manufacturing interest, than
these United States.

We abound, as a nation, in capital ; in all the ma-
terials necessary to create and maintain these establish-
ments ; wool, cotton, flax, hemp, iron, copper, food and
fuel : in dye stuffs, we furnish our proportion compar-
ed with others.

We have mechanics and artists in plenty.—The
country is stored with labor-saving machines: and
should a deficieney arise, there is no want of mechan-
ics and artists ready to furnish them on reasonable
terms.

We have labor sufficient to supply our factories, of a
character not adapted to working in the field ; and the
nation has acquired that mass of population, which re-
quires a full and perfect distribution of labor.

Our numbers equal those of England or Spain.

How strong the former: and how weak the latter!

Our popalation exceeds that of the kingdoms of Prus.
sia, Holland and the Netherlands : yet while a portion
of our people are supine on this subject, what mighty
efforts have been made by the Flemings for centuries,
and by the Prussianms since the commencement of the
reign of the great Frederick ! !

We have allowed our manufacturers to be ruined by
thousands, while our provisions are on hand for want
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of a market : our clothes are worn out and we reamin
indebted for them, without the prospect of paying for
more.

All this is done, because the second great interest of
the commenwealth is not deemed worthy of being pre-
served.

Our manufactures, if restored, cannot ripen at once
into perfection. This must necessarily require a series
of years ; and, as a wise people, we ought to counsider,
not only what is our present eondition, but what will be
the condition of our children at no distant period ; and
to provide in season for their comfort and happiness.

Our present population is from 9,800,000 to 10,000,-

In twenty years it will out number the British Em-
pire, exclusive of her dependencies : in thirty-two years
the Freneh : in thirty-seven the German Empires ; and
in fifty years, the all-powerful regions of Russia.

‘Whoever heard of such a people relying on far dis-
tant countries for their clothing and comforts ? If the
world cannot purchase what we now have to vend, is
there reasonto hope that at either of these after periods,
we or our posterity will be able to find a reasonable
market 7

No oue in the exereise of bis right mind will hazar
the suggestion. oge

Judependent of these general - considerations, there
are others which apply themselves with great force to
the minda

1st. The manufacturers have a just claim for assis-
tance. Their interests are too fully interwoven with
thoee of the natien or of the states to which they belong;
their expectations of support from goverument too just
and great, and their sufferings too overwhelming, to al-
low of a neglect of their interests. ;

2d. The state of the nation, at least of the farming
part of it, in the nerthern and north-western sections, is
such, that either manufactures must be resuscitated. or
the people suffer.
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“Though it may be thonght otherwise by enlightened
citizens of the sefith, I believe this remark will hold true
as to their population generally, and in particular as to.
the growers of cotton. .

In the year 4810, the cotton of our growths,:sold in
Great Britain, equalled 69-100ths of all purchased in.
that realm : in 1815, our sales fell to 48-100ths, and
in 1818, to 81-100ths, of their purchases. . .

TIn eight years our proportion of sales fell 72 per cent.
The proportion of Brazil rose 119, and of the East In-
dies, 168 per cent.

Brazil cotton is 25 per cent. better than ours,and In-.
dia cotton 40 worse.

The prime cost of cotton in this nation is nine, and
in India not four, cents per pound.

In connection with these faets; our southern brethren
will recollect, that in 4815 we consumed of their cotton,
27,000,000 pounds—while the eight empires and king-
doms of Russia, Austria or Germany, Frmce,.}lolla:g,
Spain, Sweden, Portagal and Denmark, purchased only
27,244,176 pounds.

So that the custom of our factories in that year was,
into 50,000 dollars, as valuable. as that of all these:
countries which comprise a ‘!Ilopuhtion of 107,000,000.

Our consumption exceeded 34 per cent. of the whole
exportation of cotton.

Can our southern brethren fo the strength and
success of these competitions? they mot perceive
the power behind the curtains that moves the puppets ?
Can they forget that India has long farnished the finest
and choicest of goods ?

That this new: incitement to her industry, aided by
the necessary alterations of the spinning jenney, and the
policy of Great Britain, may, and }minbly withy.in a
short time drive their cotton out.of the market?.: Or
can they be willing to lose us as customers?

Yet there are strong reasons to fear that from the na--
tional government, oar manufacturers cannot obtain the

necessary relief.
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1st. Because of an unavoidable difference of opinion
amongst their friends as to the proper measures.

2d. Because they will be opposed by the whole
strength of the navigating and India trade.

3d. Because the planters of the south and south-west
are not favorable to the necessary system.

I have already assigned reasons for the opposition of
the India merchants and ship owners ; and after stating
that all these interests and the planting interest of the
south, have the same right to guard their concerns as we
have ours, nothing remains but to assign those reasons,
which, in my opinion, will continue to induce the rep.
resentatives of the non-labouring freemen to give their
veto to the desired measures.

The evil, or extra expense is certain—the benefit con-
tingent, and if realized, one in which they cannot di-
rectly participate : :

In as'much as they are without money capital.

In as much as their number of people, in the charac-
ter of labourers, will not admit of a dense population of
freemen: consequently their markets never can be suf-
ficiently cheap.

In as much as their labourers generally, are sunk in
ignorance and receive no direct reward for their servi-
ces : and it would be,next to impossible to render them
useful.

In as much as it isagainst the poliey of those countries
to encourage villages, which are necessary to factories,

“since they might become the receptacles of their disor-
derly labourers, vitiate their morals, inspire them with
ideas hazardous to the public peace, and increase gen-
erally the difficulties under which our brethren labour.

Are we then to sit down in despair ?

By no means. Qur best and last hopes, rest on-
blending manufactures with our agriculture and com-
merce.

They are necessary at this moment, to give life to our
agriculture, and at no distant period will aid our com-
merce.



In 1810, our manufactures of wool, cotton and silk,
were, by official documents, estimated at forty-one mil-
lion of dollars, which exceeded the whele agricultural
exports of the nation, for the same time, more than
2,000,000—and by a careful and experienced statist, in
the whole they amounted to 186,000,000 of dollars,
which was more than four times the value of agricultur-
al exports.

Such an interest may sleep :—it cannot perish.

Although there is a great want of money in the coun-
try, there is a proportionate surplus in our commercial
towns. : ‘

On resuscitating our factories, this surplus would be-
come active and useful.

‘We should have markets at home for almost every
thing we have for sale, and many useless persons would
become profitable.

The population of the country, which will certainly
cherish manufactures, exceeds five millions ; and we
have reason to hope for no inconsiderable aid from Ma-
ryland, Kentucky, and Tennessee.

A national system, at some future time, may there-
fore be expected.

Meanwhile—by the powers reserved in the constitu-
tion, to the states, individually, our legislatures possess
ample means of restoring these establishments, aiding
us, and advancing the interests of our people—with-
out, in the least, infringing on the rights of the national
government.

"These states must assume this burthen, and save their
pe?l‘;le; as in the case of our Canal

hus far I have treated only of giving life and vigor
to our factories, which, however important, are not so
essential to our existence, as our domestic manufac-
tures.

Our females, instead of spending their leisure time in
amusements, must employ it in fabricating clothing for
themselves, their fathers, sons and brothers, and gener-
ally for family use.
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In my opinion, if there be an oecupation on earth,
on which the Deity looks with peeuliar complacency,
it is that in which a mother devotes herself to provide
what is necessary and comfortable for her offspring and
family. '

T cannot retire withont expressing my wish for a con-
tinuance of the state’s bounty to our Societies ; and my
hope that at some future day the people of the Genesee
may possess a standard farm, where our youth may be
taught the theory and practice of agriculture.—Nor
without strongly recommending statistical tablés, the
expense of which will be trifling, and their value inecal-
culable.

1 solicit you to appoint in my place, a citizen whoge
life has been devoted to agriculture.—Atjthe same
time, using on our part every reasonable effort, let us
repose in entire confidence upon th@™justice, the kind-
ness and the goodness of that Providence, which at all
times has tenderly watched uver, and preserved the
happiness of this people.



413 1‘\' " e or i

i e\

OFFICERS _
Of the Ontario Agricultural Society, ap-
pointed at the annmal meeting of the So-
ciety, on the 3d of Octoher, A820.
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