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Ages ago a Florentine sculptor named 
Michelangelo was commissioned to do a 
figure in commemoration of that city's 
deliverance from the reign of tyrants. 

The block of white marble from the 
Carrara quarries which was at his disposal 
was not of ideal proportions. It was too 
narrow for its length. But time was short, 
and this young artist went to work on what 
turned out to be one of the world's master-
pieces—"David." 

Visitors who gaze upon this gem in 
marble see an eager shepherd lad at the 
moment of unslinging his weapon to take 
up the battle against Goliath. 

But those who know the circumstances 
of its carving will realize why the right 

  arm of the youth clings to his side as his 
hand reaches for the sling, and why the 
left arm hugs his left side as that hand 
reaches back for a stone. The bend of the 
boy's knees also tell the story. 
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